





June 5, 1723, “Appointed that our next Presbytery to
meet at White Clay Creek meeting house the first Wednesday
of August next.” Of this Dr. Mackey says, “This is the first
mention of a church building belonging to the congregation.”

Because of a great “fresh’” in the White Clay Creek, Pres-
bytery did not meet on the day appointed, but did meet on
the 13th of August, when poor Mr. Laing was rebuked by the
Moderator and suspended from preaching until the next meet-
ing of Presbytery for having been guilty of profaning the
Lord’s day by washing himself in a creek. Considering how
small were the houses and how few the conveniences of that
day, I feel he should have been commended. Anyhow, after
Mr. Laing had appealed to the Synod, giving the excuse “that
he was in bad health and had sought relief by the water
cure,” the Synod removed the sentence, but rebuked him
again. However, Mr. Laing’s ill health continued, and in 1726
he passed out of the picture, but meanwhile, in 1724, the pulpit
was supplied again by Rev. Daniel McGill.

February or March, 1724, Rev. Thomas Craighead, lately
come from Scotland, accepted a call from representatives of
White Clay Creek, which Presbytery approved, Mr. Craighead
to supply Brandywine every third Sabbath. Although he was
not installed until September 22 following, he served the
congregation, apparently acceptably, for nine years, and that
the congregation must have grown is evidenced by the fact
that in 1728 the church asked Presbytery for the whole of
his time.

Mr. Craighead was the son of Rev. Robert Craighead,
himself a minister of renown, born in Scotland, but who had
been a pastor in Ireland for thirty years.

Thomas Craighead had studied medicine, married the
daughter of a Scotech Laird, who must have been a woman of
considerable attainment, and later he had heard and followed
the call to the ministry. Not only were this couple worthy of
their forebears, but more than that, they were the progeni-
tors of a long line of men and women distinguished in the
ministry, in law, and in other walks of life, and as patriots,
renowned in the service of their country.
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Presbyterian congregation whereof the Reverend Mr. Charles
Tennent is at present pastor.” According to the survey, the
lot contained two acres and one hundred perches. It was sold
for the consideration of £13-s2-d6.

The disunion of the “Old and New Sides,” a long story,
was terminated at the first meeting of the re-united Presby-
tery, May 29, 1759, but I fancy there were many old sores of
2 personal nature that remained unhealed. On March 2, 1763,
Presbytery dissolved the pastoral relation.

Meanwhile, about the year 1742, the Rev. Mr. Hamilton,
wisely enough, had declined a call from the “Old Side.” Again,
in 1743, Rev. Alexander McDowell, who was pastor of the
“Old Side” congregation at Elk River (Lewisville, Penn-
sylvania), was invited to preach here in addition to his other
charges, and on December 17, 1755, Rev. William McKennan,
pastor of Red Clay Creek Church, was ordained as the pastor
here in addition to his other pastoral duties. He seems to
have been the last preacher invited to the charge on Meeting
House Hill, and there appears to have been no formal dissolu-
tion of the pastoral relation.

But what about the title to the land on which the old
church, or rather, the two early churches, were built, for it
must be understood that the church built at the foot of the
hill in 1752 was the third house of worship for the White Clay
Creek congregation, whereas the present edifice, the fourth,
wag built in 1855.

February 8, 1724, Rev. Thomas Craighead, “Minister of
the Gospel at White Clay Creek Meeting House,” purchased
402 acres of land from Jonathan Evans, for the consideration
of 242 pounds, 7 shillings, lawful silver money of the Govern-
ment. It seems cheap enough, and Thomas Craighead must
have thought so, for he had not yet given formal acceptance
of the call.

April 10, 1727, for the consideration of “one pepper-corn
yearly if demanded,” he sold one acre, out of the 402 acres,
to “John Montgomery, William McMechen, William Steel, Wil-
liam Nevin, Hugh Clark, and Josiah Ramage, Trustees, for
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Friday, October 29, 2010

Judge Morris Estate -- Part 1

There are, as you can see on this site, many
beautiful, old homes in Mill Creek Hundred, but
there are very few that are open to the public.
One of the few houses that is open for public view
(at least sometimes) is the Judge Morris Estate,
also known as the Andrew Gray House. Thanks to
the loving restoration carried out earlier last
century by a man whose name is very familiar to
University of Delaware alums, the house is in
excellent condition, especially considering that it's
at least 220 years old. In addition to its
architectural beauty, few other houses can boast a
roster of owners whose record of public service
rivals this one.

Like almost every house of its advanced age, the Morris House is comprised of several sections R
built by various owners over the years. There is no clear consensus on when then oldest

section of the house was built, or by whom. According to Francis Cooch in Little Known History

of Newark, DE and Its Environs, there are several dates inscribed on stones on different parts

of the house: 1684, 1742 or 1752, and 1777. Date stones where often used to record the date E
of a building's erection, but where also used sometimes to commemorate important dates long )
after the fact. The original land grant for much of the Polly Drummond Hill (AKA Meetinghouse
Hill) area was made from William Penn to William Welsh in December 1683, so if I had to
guess, I'd say the 1684 date refers either to this or possibly the date of the first house
(probably log) in the area. It's unlikely any part of this house was built then. L

It seems that the trail of ownership for the property gets a bit confused for most of the 18th
century, but at some point it is purchased by Scottish immigrant Thomas Montgomery.
Montgomery was the first of the residents to spend time in public life, and although there is no
indication when, I think it was he who built the first section of the current house. Montgomery )
was in the area by the 1740's, and there is record of him being involved in a local militia )
regiment at that time. : j :
sectionof the house then*. Another p055|b|I|ty is that the 1742/52 date refers to an older
house, and 1777 was the date of construction for the current house. He certainly owned the '
property by 1779 (although there seems to be no specific mention of the house), as in January )
of that year he conveyed the tract to a Blair McClenachan. If it was this Blair McClenachan, I )
think it's reasonable to assume the transaction had something to do with funding for the
Revolutionary War. Whatever the reason, Montgomery reclaimed the property from
McClenachan in 1786. '

The other reason I'm inclined to believe that the property sale was related to the fight for
independence is Thomas Montgomery's record of public service. He served in the state
legislature in the 1780's and not only attended the state constitutional convention in 1792, but
ended up as its chairman after John Dickinson resigned. Also that year, he ran for governor in
the first public election for the post, but lost to Joshua Clayton. The following year,
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Montgomery became the Delaware State Auditor. He also served as a trustee of the New Castle
County Almshouse (a poorhouse, which I believe was located in what is now the west side of
Wilmington).

owner—the-seuth-facirg-fivebay-seetion-wasbuit*. This, and the families who occupied it, will
be featured in Part 2 of the post.

* Although I still think my analysis makes sense, this page states that "John Barclay built the
main 2-Y story stone house in 1792." By this, I assume they mean the five-bay, southern-
facing section. It then adds that the 1-1/2 story west wing was added by the next owner, the
subject of Part 2. I've not been able to verify this information elsewhere, but since they own
the house, I'll defer to their assessment.

Edit [2/4/11]: I just found this page , which has a picture of the plaque located on the house
grounds. It more or less confirms the previous paragraph, stating that John Barclay built the
main section and the rear ell, while the 1-1/2 story section was added later. I still have found
little for sure about Barclay, except that he may have been a merchant near Christiana. Also,
he may have been prominent in Pennsylvania politics, including serving as mayor of
Philadelphia in the 1790's. However, it's not completely clear that this is the same man.

Posted by Scott Palmer [
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Tuesday, November 2, 2010

Judge Morris Estate -- Part 2

In the last post, we followed the history of what is
now known as the Judge Morris Estate up through
the ownership of Thomas Montgomery. I haven't
determined exactly when Montgomery sold the
house (or if he even owned the current, existing
house), but he did pass away in late 1799.
According to this DNREC news release, the 2-1/2
story section of the house was built in 1792 by
John Barclay, about whom I can find very little
information. In 1808, the property was purchased
by a member of a prominent Kent County family,
Andrew Gray. When the Grays moved into the
estate, they named it "Chestnut Hill", and they
would own the property for the next 57 years. That same news release also states that it was
Gray who, in 1825, built the 1-1/2 story west wing to house a growing compliment of servants.
I still think the smaller western section looks older that the larger one, but I'll defer to the
state's assessment, since it is their house (more on that in a bit).

Much like his predecessor on the property, Thomas Montgomery, Andrew Gray was very active
in public life. He was a member of the state senate from 1817 to 1821, and was instrumental
in helping to found what would become the University of Delaware. In 1817, he sponsored and
helped pass legislation authorizing a lottery to raise money for the then Newark Academy
(lotteries were a popular method of funding at the time). For various reasons, the lottery never
took place, and several years later, Gray helped pass new legislation.

This new bill had two important aspects to it, both of which would combine to be his political
downfall. First, the bill established a state college to be located in Newark, and secondly,

it allowed it to be funded by a tax on stagecoaches and steamboats. Gray saw this as a mostly
pain-free method of funding, as, much like today, Delaware was used by travellers heading to
and from New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and Washington. This tax was designed to be
taken primarily from these out-of-state travellers, not affecting Delawareans very much.
However, there was a large backlash against the tax, which seemed to originate from residents
and merchants in New Castle and Wilmington, both jealous of the Newark location for the
school. As a result, Andrew Gray lost his seat in the 1821 election.

Although his political career was done, Gray remained deeply involved in the early years of the
Newark Academy, and in the eventual establishment of Delaware College. The lottery
fundraiser he sought, after the law was rewritten in the 1820's, did eventually take place and
the money raised was used to build a new college building, now known as Old College. Andrew
Gray remained a trustee of the college for over thirty years, and ultimately served as

the president of the board of trustees. Although Gray's interest in the school may have been at
least partially due to a general interest in education, he did have another more personal
reason. Well, three, actually -- his sons who were enrolled there. One of those sons who
attended the college and grew up in the house on Polly Drummond Hill was Andrew Caldwell
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Gray, and he would climb even higher than his father.

Andrew C. Gray

Andrew C. Gray was born in 1804 in Kent County, and came with his family to Mill Creek
Hundred in 1808. He studied law, and 1826 began practicing in New Castle. He became one of
the most prominent lawyers in the state, and the practice he started is still in business today.
Gray retired from active practice in 1854 and turned his attention to business management,
becoming the head of a number of large firms, including the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal
Company, the Farmer's Bank of Delaware, and several railroads. His son, George Gray,
exceeded even these lofty heights. George Gray began as an attorney in his father's firm, but
would go on to become Attorney General of Delaware, a three-time US Senator, and finally a
Federal Judge.

But returning to the house on the hill, after the elder Gray's death in 1849, the estate was sold
by Andrew C. in 1865 to Robert Cook. He farmed the land for nine years, until his death in
1874. From then until the mid 1930's, the house was occupied by a series of tenant farmers,
none of whom seemed to put much emphasis on the care and upkeep of the house. Then, just
as it seemed that the venerable old home might go the way of many of its contemporaries and
crumble away, it was purchased by a man not unlike several of its former inhabitants.

In about 1934, the big, stone house and farm were purchased by Judge Hugh M. Morris and his
wife, Emma. The Morris' immediately began restoring the old home, and even added the
eastern kitchen wing to it. In many ways, Morris was sort of a combination of all three of the
Grays. He had studied and practiced law, like Andrew C. and George Gray, and like George,
had been appointed to a Federal judgeship. And like the elder Andrew Gray, he was deeply
involved with the University of Delaware. He was a member of the Board of Trustees from
1929-1959, and served as President from 1939-1959. During his tenure, he oversaw a massive
expansion of the size and scope of the school. Four years after his retirement from the board,
the university's newly-completed library was named in his honor.

Judge Hugh M. Morris

The most recent chapter in the old house's story began in 1998, when the state of Delaware
purchased the estate and incorporated it into the White Clay Creek State Park. Now, the
historic house is available for tours, as well as meeting and event hosting. Thanks to the loving
care given it by the Morris', this two-century plus year old home is still around for future
generations to enjoy and contemplate the public service delivered by its many residents.


http://www.potteranderson.com/about-lawyers.html
http://www2.lib.udel.edu/database/judgemorris.htm
http://www.destateparks.com/PARK/white-clay-creek/judge-morris-estate/index.asp
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEhuL3_zbffFDMTnw5dHNEA1zBmChWD_KysCzeQi4O3JSd7p2g07nMPbh7llopKPHjxhQjZsJeHwQ0ePrSjoqx2_fYfyULyFs1j77FAOsmQNwQlYm9kwXA5eke7TFJ0YdBEuAF4mUxOzdHic/s1600/Andrew+C.+Gray.JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEhuL3_zbffFDMTnw5dHNEA1zBmChWD_KysCzeQi4O3JSd7p2g07nMPbh7llopKPHjxhQjZsJeHwQ0ePrSjoqx2_fYfyULyFs1j77FAOsmQNwQlYm9kwXA5eke7TFJ0YdBEuAF4mUxOzdHic/s1600/Andrew+C.+Gray.JPG
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEikOo9nC1z4Ab_bR3NfmWblC4WJ6HR_9FyEQi_mDRRtvVaoLYG-FP86DeZsLo1T3rmb9Wy5GGpIpiSGwaq-ntk5T9MJlqyaGzBYiV6VZ0z7uWClzET-k2sWm_RjIvuvkEp7Q1wViDMjxuil/s1600/judgemorris.jpg
https://blogger.googleusercontent.com/img/b/R29vZ2xl/AVvXsEikOo9nC1z4Ab_bR3NfmWblC4WJ6HR_9FyEQi_mDRRtvVaoLYG-FP86DeZsLo1T3rmb9Wy5GGpIpiSGwaq-ntk5T9MJlqyaGzBYiV6VZ0z7uWClzET-k2sWm_RjIvuvkEp7Q1wViDMjxuil/s1600/judgemorris.jpg
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/11/thomas-justis-house.html
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/11/mendenhall-house-and-mills.html
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/11/mendenhall-house-and-mills.html
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/11/early-19th-century-rebuilding-of-mill.html
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/11/early-19th-century-rebuilding-of-mill.html
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/11/early-19th-century-rebuilding-of-mill.html
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/11/robert-kirkwood-revolutionary-war-hero.html
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/11/robert-kirkwood-revolutionary-war-hero.html
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/11/robert-kirkwood-revolutionary-war-hero.html
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/11/judge-morris-estate-part-2.html
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/11/judge-morris-estate-part-2.html
javascript:void(0)
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/10/
javascript:void(0)
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/09/
javascript:void(0)
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/08/
javascript:void(0)
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/07/
javascript:void(0)
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2010/06/
javascript:void(0)
https://mchhistory.blogspot.com/2009/
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XrfC97wv6j7BLlt47KGqsQ8eUcZEJSE5
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1XrfC97wv6j7BLlt47KGqsQ8eUcZEJSE5
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0sAsAN-HilIa2pXdUtDLWVlNkk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0sAsAN-HilIa2pXdUtDLWVlNkk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B0sAsAN-HilIa2pXdUtDLWVlNkk/view?usp=sharing
https://www.historicaerials.com/viewer
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B0sAsAN-HilIRE04ZjFKam9IZzA/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B0sAsAN-HilIRE04ZjFKam9IZzA/edit
https://docs.google.com/file/d/0B0sAsAN-HilIRE04ZjFKam9IZzA/edit
http://nc-chap.org/maps/zoomify/fullScreen/reaPrice.php
http://books.google.com/books?id=K_gMAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=scharf+delaware&source=bl&ots=kj8I8WLnUe&sig=MBHYk9S_SXE-1ICFXKnbKqcgChM&hl=en&ei=weMtTOnDAYH7lweh0YjhCg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=3&ved=0CCQQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=K_gMAAAAYAAJ&printsec=frontcover&dq=scharf+delaware&source=bl&ots=kj8I8WLnUe&sig=MBHYk9S_SXE-1ICFXKnbKqcgChM&hl=en&ei=weMtTOnDAYH7lweh0YjhCg&sa=X&oi=book_result&ct=result&resnum=3&ved=0CCQQ6AEwAg#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://www.archiplanet.org/wiki/Category:Buildings_in_Delaware%2C_USA
http://nrhp.focus.nps.gov/natreghome.do?searchtype=natreghome
http://nrhp.focus.nps.gov/natreghome.do?searchtype=natreghome
https://chris-users.delaware.gov/public/#/
https://chris-users.delaware.gov/public/#/
https://deldot.gov/environmental/archaeology/index.shtml
https://deldot.gov/environmental/archaeology/index.shtml
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mill-Creek-Hundred-History-Blog/493370700695947?ref=hl#!/pages/The-Mill-Creek-Hundred-History-Blog/493370700695947
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mill-Creek-Hundred-History-Blog/493370700695947?ref=hl#!/pages/The-Mill-Creek-Hundred-History-Blog/493370700695947
http://fobsde.org/
http://fobsde.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsBrandywineSprings
https://www.facebook.com/FriendsBrandywineSprings
http://www.auburnheights.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HockessinHistoricalSociety/
https://www.facebook.com/HockessinHistoricalSociety/
https://www.gristfromabbottsmill.net/
http://www.greenbankmill.org/
http://nc-chap.org/index.php
http://nc-chap.org/index.php
http://nc-chap.org/index.php
http://lrcv.blogspot.com/
http://www.wwrr.com/
http://www.wwrr.com/
http://www.hockessinheritage.com/home
http://www.hockessinheritage.com/home
http://www.pencaderheritage.org/main/phmain_1.html
http://www.pencaderheritage.org/main/phmain_1.html
http://www.oldwilmington.net/
http://www.hsd.org/
http://www.hsd.org/
http://www.preservationde.org/

	NCC_196_Info1
	NCC_196_Info2
	NCC_196_Info3



