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Vorld’s Series that fall he saw Ty Cob!
leal home on him—the only time th:
eorgia Peach ever mccomplished that fe:.
n a fall classie.

Thirty years ago, Vic stepped out of
aseball, d him one of the
nost col a of his period, to
mbark in the hotel business and he's stiil
t the same old stand. It's the Washing-
on House on Main street, just across from
he postoffice in this college town of 4,500,
»f whom 950 attend the University of Del-
wware, Willis not only is owner and man-
ager, but he also is room clerk, taproom
ceeper and bellhop.

Vic has remodeled his hostelry, lifted its
face a couple of times, added more rooms
and modernized it generally, yet the hotel
stationery still teads: .

“WASHINGTON HOUSE Victor G.

Willls, proprietor: first class accommo-

dations to the traveling public. Steam

heat and clectrie lght.”

On cither side of the siationery mast-
head is an eagle, significant of Washing-
ton, resting on a baseball. Willis bought
the stationery when he first went into the
hotel business and when he needs a fresh
5 , still orders nts,

ple aren’t as about their writ-
ing paper as they are about their rooms
and food,” émiled Vic behind his spectacles.
He was 65 on April 12, last
. »
Fulfilled Lifettime Amblitlon
in Purchase of Hotel

Wiliis

of his

e Bix~

foot two-inch curve ball speclalist

was all but washed up when he made
his exit.

But here's what Vic says:

I always- to own , even
when I was in these and it
was always the Washington House that in-
terested me. When I went into baseball,
my goal was the purchase of that hotel.
So 1 saved my money and in 1911, when
I had $40,000, I acquired it There never
was any more thought of baseball for me
after that.

“Sure, I might have been able to, go
along for three or four more years—with
a good team behind me—but I didn't want
to gamble on it with all my money tied
up in the hotel.”

Willis was married February 8,
to Mary J. Minnis of Brooklyn, who
and still is, as enthusiastic as Vic about
operating a hotel., They have a son and
daughter,

Victor Gazaway Willls, Jr., a chemical
engineer, pitched and played first base
on the same team with Charlie Keller at
the University of Maryland. Junior, who
soars to the height of six feet six inches,

the center on the basket ball team.
He was not interested in professional ball,

ried his sister Gertrude.

“I'm something of a collegian myself,
though I never went to college,” Vic, Sr.,
grinned., “In the nineties, when Delaware
College—the present university—had an
enrollment of 95 to 100 students, there
were times when it couldn't field a com-
plete football or baseball team. So it
scoured the streets of Newark for strong
boys to fill in. That's how I happened
to play fullback for Delaware College
in 1893

Started With “Y” Team
jn ‘94 at $5 a Game
N 1894, Willis received his first base-
ball money—$5 a game pitching for the
Wilmington Y M. C. A. The following
year he hurled for Harrisburg in the
Penn State League, until Harrisburg
the loop, and finished the season
Lynchburg in the Viiginia State League.
Syracuse in the Eastern League was his
next stop, in 1896, and he took part in 17
games before contracting diphtheria and
being interned in a hospital for three
weeks.

In 1897, Syracuse won the Eastern League
flag and Willis notched 21 of the Salt
City's 86 triumphs. National League scouts
swarmed around the young pitcher and
Boston. managed by Frank Selee, proved
the successful bidder

In his first season in the majors, 1898,
Boston won its second straight champion-
ship in the 12-club National League, win-
ning 102 and losing 47, with Vic tabbing
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Garry’s Gesture

Garry He the
Cincinnati of
the Natlonal Commission, pulled

“ane for the book,” in 1906, Vic Wli-

lls relates,

“As head of the Natlonal Com-
mi He declded that
Ca Ed signed by the

Plttsburgh Plrates and clalmed by
the Boston Red Sox, reverted io
the American League club. Thsat
was sometime in June. The next
month, Herrmann and Bamey Drey-

Sox’ right to Phelps and turned hlm
over to Pittsb gratls,
Dreyfusy’ wrath,”

23 decisions. Among them were a two-hit
performance, a three-hitter and six four-

on April 20, 1898, at Baltimore, after the

Orioles had knocked out Pitcher Jimmy
Sullivan.

“Baltimore led, 10 to 3, when I took

over in the sixth,” Vie related. “The next

papers reported that I was percep-

nervous and unsteady. Baltimore

four runs off me in the sixth and

four more in the eighth, We lost,

18 to 3."
Boston's batling order included Billy
Hamilton, Fred Tenney, Herman Long,

Hugh Duffy, Jimmy Collins, Chick Stahl,
Bobby Lowe and Marty Bergen. Balti-
more’s famous Orioles had John J. Me-
Graw, Willie Keeler, Hughie Jennings, Joe
Kelley, Jake Stenzel, Gene DeMontreville,
Dan McGann, Noisy Bill Clarke and Jim-
mv McJames.

Whashington, and won, 11 to 4.

Vic was a strikeout artist, and at Bosion,
June 14, 1898, he crested a league record
for strikeolts, with 11 in seven innings,
but the Phillies pounded him and Relief
Pitcher Klobedanz for 17 hits and a 9 to 0
shutout, He also was a wild man that day

On July 8, 1898, at Philadelphia, Willis
was the victim of a 5' to 0 no-hitter
hurled by Frank Donzhue of the Phillies,
The Philadelphia Record remarked the
next day: ‘The Phils were kept busy
dodging around the plate, for the erratic
Vic Willis, Boston's skeleton pitcher, was
in the box. He gave eight bases on balls,
hit two batters and struck out seven.”

Brooklyn ,beat out Boston for the Na-
tional League title in 1839, though the
leapue’s board of directors threw out 16 of
the Superbas’ games because they had used

VIC TURNJS
BACK TIME IN
HIS BACKYARD

Shortstop Zeke Wrigley, who belonged to
Naw Vool

It was ug:inst Bl( Bill Dinneen, who wes

an A League d star

and later on an umpire in the junior

major, that Vic pitched a mno-hitter, Au~

e Marty Bergen on an attempted steal by
First Baseman Dan MecGann,

Willi® 329 earned-run figure topped
all National League curvers in 1899 and
his five shutouts also led the circuit.

One of Vic's cherished relics which he
keeps locked in his hotel safe is a contract
which he didn't sign for 1900, It set forth
that his salary was to be $1,800 with a
bonus of $300 “if his conduct, behavior and
playing skill shall be satisfactory during
the season.”

“That was the winter I held out for
$2,400 end it wam't until. the 1300 season
was ready to start that Boston club offi-
clals decided they could afford to give me
the $300 increase,” said Willis,

.
Tragedy Involved Bergen,
Vic's Star Batterymate
18
pe i

k
child ond then himself at North
prooktield, Mass.,, January 9, 1900. “Ber-
gen was a great catcher and was my bat-

ate of the wn.h o,
rec “He h -

sbly, as I was both fast Bnd w1ld."
Adding to Vic's sore
arm most of the with
nine triumphs and 16 losses. Brooklyn

again proved the pacesetter and Boston
wound up fourth.

Willis and Christy Mathewson of the
New York Giants slgned contracts with
the Athletics to make their American
League debut in Philadelphia jn 1901, Vie
revealed.

“Connie Mack came to see me in New-
ark in the winter of 1900 and offered me
$3,500 to pitch for the Athleties in 1901,"
said Willis. “I agreed. Later, I recon-
sidered, especinlly when the Boston club
notified me that it would meet the A's
figures.

“Two years later, Frank Dwyer, repre-
sentlng the Detrolt Tigers, came 1o me
with a $9,000 offer for a two-year contract.
At the time the American League was
making serious inroads on the National by
luring our players away with more money.
Boston Jost Bill Dinneen, Chick Stahl,
Jimmy Collins, Buck Freeman, Hugh
Duffy and others.

“Being loyal io Boston, I communicated
with club officials and they met the $8,000
bid by giving me $4,200 in cash outright
and $400 a month.”

Tragedy stalked the diamond at Philadel-
phia, August 8 1903, when Willis pitched
Boston to a 5 to 4 viclory over the Phil-
lies in the 12-inning opener of a scheduled
double-header, which was never com-
pleted.

“I was in the dressing room, changing
my clothes during the second game, when
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Traded as “Washed-Up,”
Vic Won 23 for Plrates

er -George E. Howard and 'Pitcher Vivian
A. Lindeman.
With the Pirates in 1906, Willis worked

lis who paced the Pirate pitchers, with 21
triumphs against 11 defeats.
The 1908 campaign saw the Cubs win the

Willis and a youngster, Nick Maddox, won
46 of Pittsburgh's games between them,
Vic had » record of 23 and 11 and Mad-
dox 23 and eight.
An overflow crowd of 30,338 turned out
of

une
Ed
in a duel that was won by Chicage, 3 to 2,
“All 1 r was
that th fa es—
real long ones,” L.
An attack of ndicapped Wlilis

in the 1908 World's Series with Detroit,
However, Fred Clarke sent him to the
relief of Howard Camnitz in the second
game, The Tigers had come from behind
to drive Camnitz to cover in the third
inning with a three-run uprising. They
plcked up twe more rims and three hits
in the last six and one-third innings oft
Willis, Detroit won, 7 to 2,

How Cobb Stole Home
On Willls in 1909 Serles

razzed for letting Ty get away with
theft, but I don't think anybody could have
prevented it.

“If it hadn’t been for young Babe Adams
winning threr games for us, 1 don't be-
lieve we would have taken that Series,
though when you got by Cobb and Craw-
ford and Pitchers George Mullin and Bill
Donovan, Detroit wasn't a great team.”

Willis started against the Tigers in the

runs off him, The Tigers won, 5 to 4.
In addition to_ his $4,500 salery. which he
was paid durdng zach of his four years at
drew a w

d's Series,
a R
te management fig-
ured that it ry av vie-
tory out of arm,

ighty

for he was scld for $5,000 to the St. Louis
Cardinals for 1910 Roger Bresnahan, who
then was manager of the Cardinals, al-
ways had admired Willis' pitching, so
when the Bucs placed him on the market,
the Duke o? '[ralee made a grab for him.

St. Louis had a seventh-place team and
an in-and-¢ut set of throwers. Viec par-
ticipated in 212 innings in his thirteenth
and last year under the Big Top. register-
ing nine victories against a dozen setbacks.
When Seplermber 1 came, Bresnahan paid
off Vic and senil -him home to Newark.
Willis never threw anothen baseball in
professional haseball

“Jack Dunn of the Baltimore Orioles
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sent me a contract for 1911, after St. Louis
had sold me to the Cubs, but I told him
I intended retire from the game,” Vic
continued. *I kept the Baltimore contract
for a souvenir.”

Willis hasn't seen more than one or two

r league in 20 , but he

the way all has speeded

He doesn w how he ve

d as a p in these ed
days of throwing. However, when it

comes to tough batters, there was none, in
his eslimation, like a Dutchman named
Hans Wagner As a manager, Fred Clarke
was in his book.

Be running his hotel, which in-
cludes a taproom, Vic raises bird dogs and

b
—and from the sheaf of contracts he keeps

locked in his safe, among his other treas-
ured possessions.



Contact the Hall of Fame

Main Contact Information

National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum
25 Main Street
Cooperstown, NY 13326

Phone:
(607) 547-7200
Toll-free:
(888) HALL-OF-FAME
(888) 425-5633
Fax:

(607) 547-2044

Hall of Fame Membership Program
Membership, group sales, special events: 1-888-
HALL-OF-FAME or (888) 425-5633

Fax: (607) 547-2044

Education Department
Phone: (607) 547-0362

Museum Shop

Shop online

Phone orders, catalog requests and customer
service: 1-888-HALL-OF-FAME or (888) 425-5633

A. Bartlett Giamatti Research Center
Phone: (607) 547-0330 or (607) 547-0335
Fax: (607) 547-4094

Photography Department
Phone: (607) 547-0375
Fax: (607) 547-4094

Email the Hall Of Fame

Your Name

Your Email Address

Department -Select One-

Subject

Question and/or Comment

Date of Birth
-mm-  -dd-- . Year

Favorite Baseball Team

Favorite Hall Of Famer



Film, Video, and Recorded Sound Department
Phone: (607) 547-0314

Reset H Submit |

Public Relations Department

Media should use this contact information:

Phone: (607) 547-7200

Toll-free:1-(888) HALL-OF-FAME or (888) 425-5633
Fax: (607) 547-2044
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The great Delaware sports book
Gelbert, Doug.

Publisher: Manatee Books,
Pub date: c1995.
Description: 222 p. :
ISBN: 0964442701
Item info: 1 copy available at Delaware Public Archives
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