
Going to bat for Newark's Hall ofF8iiier
9813 

A headstone in a 
cemetery is the only 
local remembrance 
of baseball legend 
Vic Willis. Some 
people in Newark 
want to change that. 

By STEPHEN CHRZANOWSKI 
Staff reporter 

NEWARK - Th only monu­
ment to Vi Willi in hi h m -
town sits in St. John's Cemetery 
on Elkton Road and W t Park 
Place. 

His grave, with it mod t 
granite headstone, lies so clo to 
th c met ry driveway that visi­
tors driv over it. And to som 
p ople, that seems an undignifi d 

nd for a man who might very 
w 11 have his pictur n a 
Wheaties box w re h still play• 
ing ba eball today. 

Willi , a former Pittsburgh Pi­
rat pitcher, is one of only thr e 
D lawareans to be in · to 
th Baseball Hall f nd 
some r ident in hi wn 
would like to seem to 
draw attention to th h 
turn-of-the-century p 
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"It' b n 1 ng tim oming," 
aid Willi ' granddaught r, M r­

i n Hunt, 77, of Wilmington. 
At 6-foot-2 and about 200 

p unds, Willi won 248 gam for 
Nation 1 L gu t am in 
Roston, Pi tsburgh and St. L · 
fr m 1898 to 1910. But Hunt 
m mb rs Willis a th qui t, l 
ing man who would s· v his 
ti n d g oline during World War 
II o h ould hav n ugh to 

The News JoumaVFREO COMEGYS 
LeRoy Hill once learned baseball from Vic Willis. Now, the former major-league cout Is among those who 
would like to see Newark honor one of only three Delawareans In baseball's Hall of Fame. 
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ba - .___ _________ __, t ui ,t, 

War II Vic WIiiis was a star pitcher for the u hing 
':.t ! Pittsburgh Pirate in the 1900s. ; ·d}~~ 

da · w rk' · gton ° th, 
Ho t l h d • nd b l Ty 
wh iv d with his wif , Cobb of the tol< 

s. horn whil th , 
shuto M until h . d in 1947 mound durin I~, '-
probably hurl in th major l . Known t Y a the ri s. 

today. lloon nigh b, Willi , "Th· t, wa ltimat <lis-
" nly thing that's diffi r nt hm 'n t ho d 8 am gra ·\a· far a · con rn 1d,'1 

all t day I ·s th glov s , ctri light and "first. Hill said. "He blam 1d 1t or 
11 of a lot bigg r," Hill omm dation, to th trav- the cat ·h r." 

g publi " s w 1 ll a a tap- Pitt. burgh still w n the World 
Willi. p n hi po t•b· s ball room. S ri . 
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BASEBALL HALL OF FAME 

Delawarean Willis 
finally gets his due 
Pitcher gain thumou ir1ducti n 

By PAULA PARRISH 
Staff reporter 

PERT . 
1 alf a ft r 
d and hi. l 
outin a pi 

i fin th 
ogniti is or 
thought h d 

Willi , fron k. w n of 
fiv m n ind into b ball' 
Hall of Fam day a n on 
and on t iv n th ward 
po thum ly. 

With hat was winding 
down wl odel T was en-
jo · i pularity, Willi,' 
13 r rap around 
th th tur and 
th nnin c ntur . 

an' nal about 
o wh month b -

fo w '' aid Tom 
Hunt Jr., at-grand on. 
"[But] thi hing w 'v 
b n waiti long tim ." 

Hunt We out of s 'V· 

era ! family ttending th 
n a ptanc 
on b half of Willi , who 

ted 3 of thr 471 gam 
and won 20 or mor g 

in ight time . 
" my n rvou 

gi , ~ ," aid Hun 
m ntion of Willi ' ho 
brought che r . 'Tm not 
looking at that many p op 
l'm talking." 

B n Deck r, Willis' grand. on, 
also joined Hunt on th stage as 
his r lativ b ame th s ond 
play t· and third Delawar an hon-
or d plaq in ha ball' 
mo t d pla N gro L agu 
tar John and umpir 

Bil I M U " an w r 
ah n I f him. 

"I H1 cnr .r] nded 
t Hall of Fame was 

l. ~39] and it'. u 
H~ her toda v ev 
isthro n,irigl I 
h," Hunt . . g hi 

d 

ch. a 11, 
right-hat pi n u-
p II. it 
n in -
p nt al o 
t c e it 'h 
nnd rould d li fast 
pit hes with th " 

Willis won 2 -
tional League • 
r . 1rgh anc 
1 10 and w , 
Hall of Fnm in I 6 

1ittee. How 
er d ide a 
nl tw and Bobb 

D and Erni Lomb, rdi had 
m r vot s. 

Ri ·hi shburn, wh ir ni 11 
was nominaLed t th Hnll b th 
snm • etPran. ~ommitte as Wil• 
lis, was one f th, . e ernl p opl 
Hunt thank d during hi ' sp ' h. 

''Thi. vear marks he I 00th ai -

ni rsnrv of ic Willis' ntt into 
µr ft, ... ional hns h, 11 ," Hunt sn id. 
"( ver the yea rs, many p opl , 
ho been ·upporlive f ic Wil­
li ' cand icla ·y for thP Hnll of 
Fam . w, ar v~ry grat f'ul to all 
of tlwm. Coi ncid 'nti:1l lv, c n of 
tho. e who, ns a ti ports writer, 
wrote in support of Vic Willi~' 
admission to th Hall of ~'nm, 
wR , Richi , shburn. Ri ·hie Hh­
burn, w ' thank you for that sup. 
port. IL a Hp inl h nor t . e 
Vi· Willis admitt d t th , Hall in 
the sam '.) year with ou." 
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Vic Willis, Paid $2,100 as 27-Game HiU,Wir 
Now Hotei"'O~~~ -~n DialrtOn<f s~~s of 

• 
dfilled Life Ambition ·1 THANKS GAME FOR BUSINESS -

• 
• • And f( 

y Buying n",.,.telry on 

Retiring f 

urler, Who S, 

Years, Reu 

Other Higi, 

His Old ( 

·Majors 

edin N. L.13 

No-Hitter and 

1>0ts I Keeps All 
tracts in Safe 

By DOI• ASENFELDER 
Of the • ladcl phlo Record 

E" :.K, Oel.-ln the cur-
;·, era of high-cost pitcb-
i ,· good and otherwise) 
,., $1,000 per victory 
h 1.Sld1:.ted mere pocket 
rr. y by top-notch . big 
le l throwers. Vic Wit-

, likes to r mber when he rack-
I up 27 t, phs in the National 
eague one son and received a 
tal of $2, J · ,r his efTo~ts. "And 
,pp!ng that " Willis told us, "I 
, me close · eing A holdout for 
mo because ad .the audacHy· to 
ok for a $30< M l on 1he strcn.a:lh of 
y work the before. 
"I got the $2 but a player had to·be 
star to get \. much dough in thooe 

,ys, when a \ 1er was called on every 
lher aftemor. r so, just to keep him 
·om going sl.;• ,r loafing." 
Thirteen yea , National League pitch-
,g,;-wilh Bo•• rom 1898 through 190S, 
i U•burgh l 90l ru1d Sl Louis ln 1910 
-go,ve Vic R -nt record ot '243 vi.c-
11'foS and 207 , ctb in -the majors. Jl't 
?Ven of his :\paigns, tile blg righl.-
a.nder turned .:~ 20 or more winning de­
JSions. 
Jn 1699, when h~ ranjf up ZT vli:torl""­

'./ill~ tslso pllched a no•hitter and Jed 
Tational League hurlers in low earned­
un average. He established a modem 
eldlng mark for ftingm wlth 39 putout, 
, 190f, lost 29 games for a reve""' record 
, 1905, lwlrled for Pituburllh in th• Forbes 
ield dedication pme in 1909 .and in the 
Vorld's Series that fall he saw Ty Cob~-~ 
teal home on him-the only tlme th ,-. 
; eorgia Peach ever accomplished that fc:, ~ 
n a fell cJassic. 
Thirty years ago. Vic stepped out of 

-aseball, leaving behind him one of the 
nost colorful "carttl'I of his period, to 
•mbark in the hotel business and he's still 
t the ,ame old stand. It's the Washing­
on House on Main street, jmt across from 
he postoffice in this college town of 4,500", 
,r whom 950 attend the University of Del-
1ware. Willis not on}y is owner and man­
ager, but he also is room clerk, taproom 
.ceeper and bellhop. 

Vic has remodeled his hostelzy, •lifted its 
face a coup]e of times, added mote rooms 
nnd modernizOO. it generally, yet the hotel 
stationery still reads: . · 

"WASHINGTON HOUSE, Victor G. · 
WIIUs, proprietor: first class accommo­
dntions to lhc traveJlng publlc. Steam 
hcnt and electric Ucht.'' 
On either side of the stationery mast• 

head is an eagle, signiflcant of Washing­
ton, resting on a baseball. Willis bought 
the stationery when he first went into the 
hate] busines.s and when he needs a fresh 
supply, still orders rtprlnts. · 

"'People aren't as fussy about "their writ ... 
ing paper as they are about their rooms 
and food," smiled Vlc behind his spectacles. 
He was 65 on April 12, lasL 

Fulfilled ,Lifetime Amblilon 
In Purchase of Hotel 

T
.liER.t- are aomo who think Vic \Vffidl 

reUred from baRball at the 1op of his 
gamo and othfors who• insist the 11ix­
foot two-inch curve ball specialist 

was a11 but washed up when he made 
his exit. 

But here's what Vic say_.: 
"I always -wanted to own ■ hotel. ev•en 

when I WB9 a kid Jn these part.,, and 'it 
was always the Washington House that in­
terested me. When I went into baseball, 
my goel was_ the purchase of that hotel 
So I saved my money and in 1911, when 
I hAd $40,000, I acquired il Ther& never 
was any more thought of baseball for me 
after that. 

"Sure, I might have been able to, go 
along for three or four more year:,--with 
a good team behind me-but I d idn't want 
to gamble on it with all my money tied 
up in the hotel.0 

Willis wRs married February 8, 1900J 
to Mary J. Minnis of Brooklyn, who wa., 

\

and still js, as ,enthusiastic as VJC about 
operating a hotel. They have a son and 
dauchte1·. 

Victor Gazaway WHlls, Jr., a che"mlca] 
encineer, pitched and played first base 
on the same team with Char1ie Keller at 
the University of Maryland. Junior, who 
sonrs to the height of six feet slx inches, 
wu the center on the basket bell team. 
He was not interested in profes.!lional ball, 
though Clark Griffith, owner oC the Wn£h• 
In~ton Scnatot3, personally ROulcd hirn 

ot c,o!Je1e, Vlc, Jr., Is superintendent o! 
lh• Triumph Explosivm Compony, Elk• 
t~n, Nd,. o few miles from N"'vark. J. B. 
Decker. president ol the powdet comp:iny. 
is young Vjc•• brother .. in--law, h:avln1 mar­
ried his Sister Gertrude. • 

urm something o! a collegian myself. 
though I never went to college-," Vic., Sr., 
griMed. "In the nineties, when Delaware 
College-the present university-had an 
enrollment of 95 to 100 students, there 
were times when jt couldn't field a com• 
plete football or baseball team. So it 
scoured the streets o! Newark for strong 
boys to fill in. That's how I happened 
to play fullback for Delaware College 
in lBeJ." 

Slal1ed With "Y" Team 
In '94 nt $5 a Game 

IN 1894, Willli received hb fir,t base­
ball money-$3 a game pitchin1 for the 
Wilmington Y. M. C. A. The following 
year he hurled for Harrisburg in the 

Penn State League, Until Harrisburg q uit 
the loop, and finished the season with 
Lynchburg in the Vitginia Stale League. 
Syracuse in the Eastern League was his. 
next slop, in 1896, and he took part in 17 
games before contracting diphtheria and 
being interned in a hospital for three 
weeks. · 

In 1897, Syracuse won the Eastern League 
flag and Willis notched 21 of the Salt 
City•s 86 triumphs. National League scouts 
swanned around the young pitcher and 
Boston. managed by Frank Selee, proved 
the successful bidder. 

In his first season in the majors, 1898, 
Boston won its second straight champion­
~~ip in the 12.c:tub National League, win­
nmg 102 and losing 47, with Vic tabbing 
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Garry's Gesture 

Gan,- Hemnann, president of the 
Cincinnati ~ds and chalmum of 
the National Commission, pulled 
"'one for the book," In 1906, Vic WU­
lb fflat ... 

uAa head of the National Com• 
minion, Hernn1nn decided. that 
Catcher Ed Phclpa, signed by tho 
Pittsburgh Pirates and clabned by 
the Bosion Red Solt, n,verted to 
the Amertean League club. Th&t 
was sometime tn .lune.. The next 
month, Herrmann and Barney Drey­
fuss, Pl,.let' pre,Jdent, almost mbod 
punchea over th.e -- declslon. Then 
Gerry JN!nollllllY pu,ehued the Bed 
Sox' right to Phelp, and turned him 

· over. to Piluburgh ...,u., appea,lns 
Dreyfu.ss' wrath." 

23 'decisions. Among them were a two-hit 
performance, a three-hitter and six four­
hit g;,mes, 

"t received fl1IIOO ffl7 fint MUon," WU­
lb conUnued, "and I really earned IL w .. 
bad five pit.c:hon, Kid Nlchob, J~ek SUv­
etts. who olso ployed In the outlMd; p,.,...,,, 
Lowb, Lefty F1•ed Klobed..u ond m:,, .. IC. 
R•aular ·relief pitchers hnd not come Into 
•tl'lo and n pitchc,r hod to be all but 
maimed iM!f.ore they 1ook l\im out.'' 

WJJUs mod" his bow as a m•Jor leagu•r 
on April 20, 1898, at Baltimore, after the 
Orioles had knocked out Pitcher Jimmy 
Sullivan. 

"Baltimore led, 10 to 3, when I look 
over in the sixth/' Vic related. "The next 
cby's papers reported that I was J)ercep­
U~ly nervous and unsteady. Baltimore 
.s-cottd four runs off me in the sixth and 
add'od four more in the eightlt. We· lost, 
18 to 3." 
· .Boston's batllng order included Billy 
Hnmilton, Fred Tenney, Herman Long, 
Hugh Duffy, Jimmy Collins. Chicle Stahl, 
Bobby Lowe and Marl)' Bergen. Balll­
more's famous Orioles had John J. Mc­
Graw, Willie Keeler, Hughie Jennings, Joe 
K~lley, Jake Stenzel, Gene DeMontreville, 
Dnn McGann, Noisy Bill Clarke and Jlm­
m y McJames. 

Nine d•Y• l~tcr, Aprll 29, Willi, mode 
. tu,other .n'.l'lvenrnnc:C!' In th& box for Bo:!1-
ton, this· UJ'.Ji'e ■ "" 111.arUng pUchu al 
Wnshington, and won; 11 to 4. ·. · 

Vk was a strikeout artist, and at Boston, 
.Tune 14; 1898, he created a league record 
for strikeouts, • with 11 in seven innings, 
but the Phillies pounded him and Relief 
Pilcher Klobedanz for 17 hits and a 9 to O 
shutout. He also was a wild man that day. 

On July 8, 1898, at Philadelphia, Willis 
was the vktim of a 51 to O no.hitter 
hurled by Frank Domdme of the Phillies. 
The Phlladelphia Record remarked the 
next day: "The Phi~ were kept busy 
dodging around the p]ate, for the erratic 
Vic: Willis. Boston's skeleton pitcher, was 
in thP. box. He gave eight bases on ba11s, 
hit two b;i.tters and struck out seven." 

Brooklyn , beat out Boston for the Na­
tional League title in 1899, though 1.hc 
)eauue's board o( directors threw out 16 of 
lhe Superbas' games because they had used 

' 

I hu:rd a teuific c:ruh." said Vi~ "I 
di.<covered the overbangi.ng gallery in the 
left llold bleo.chers had coUapsed, carry­
lnt1 wlt.h it aevoral hundcod fans. Twelve 
were killed nnd 282 injured. Police, fiTe­
men, players of both 1.eams and spec:talo:rs 
were helping to extriC91e those Imprisoned 
in tho debris." 

Short.top Zeke Wrigley, who belonged to 
N"i,w Y,:i; ·1'. 

It wu Mgi.lnsl Big BUI Dinneen, whq was 
to become an American League moWld star 
and later on 'an umpire in the junior 
major, that Vic pitched a no-hitter, Au ... 
gwot 7, 1899, al Bonon . .Dinn-,, hurling 
(or Wuhins!on, wa, the target of a 14-bil 
attack, Baston winning. 7 to 1. Wll!hlngton'a 
onl:,, run came in th" !Int innin1 throuch 
two baaea on balls, a wild throw by Colclt­
e1· Marty Beraen on an attempted steal by 
Flr.it Ba:ietnan Dan McGann. 

Willis' 3.29 • "11med-run figure topped 
alt National League curvers in 1899 and 
hls five shutouts also Jed the circujt. 

One of Vic's cherished relic, which he 
keeps loclted in his hotel safe is a contract 
which he didn't sign for 1900. It 'set forth 
that his salary was to be $1,800 with a 
bonus of $300 "if his conduct, behavior and 
ploying ,kill sholl be satisfactory during 
the season.11 

"That was the winter I held out for 
$2,400 end it wasn't until. 1he 1900 season 
was readY to start that Boston club offi­
clah: decided they could afford to give me 
the $300 increase,'' said Willis. ... 
Trapdy Involved Bergen, 
Vic'• Star Battet7D1ate 

T
HE Be1:mtownen sutrer.d • :,e:vere 
b!c,w to their pennant vlllons when 
Marty Bergen killed hls wif• ond 
child and then hfmself at North 

.OrooKneld, Ma&!., .Jsnuary 9, 1900. "Ber­
gen was a great catcher and was my bat­
terymate most of the Ume with Bosto'9," 
Willio recalled. "He helped me consider­
a b]y, as I was both fast and wild." 

Adding to Vic's dJlllcultl .. , he hnd a sore 
arm most ol the seuon and flnlshcd with 
nine triumphs and 16 losses. Brooklyn 
again proved the pacesetter and Boston 
wound up fourth. 

Willis and Christy Mathewson of ' the 
New York Oiants slgned contracts with 
the AthJe-tics to make their American 
League debut in Philadelphia ln 1901, Vic 
revealed. 

"Connie Mack came to see me in New­
ark in the winter of 1900 and offered me 
$3,500 to pitch for the Athletics in 1901," 
said Willis. "I agreed. Later, I recon­
sidered, especially when the Boston club 
notified me that it would meet the A's 
figures . 

"Two years later, Frank Dwyer, repre­
sentlng the Detroit Tigen,, came to me 
with a $9,000 offer for a two-year contract. 
At the time the American League was 
making .serious inroads on the Nations] by 
luring our players away with more money. 
Boston lost Bill Dinneen, Chick Stahl, 
Jimrriy Collins, Buck Freeman, Hugh 
Duffy and others. 

"Being loyal t.o Boston, I communicated 
with club officials and they met the- $9,000 
bid by giving me $4,200 in cash outright 
and $400 a month." 

Tragedy stalked the diamond at Philadel­
phia, Au!:Uit 8. 1903, when Willis pitched 
Boston to a 5 to 4 victory over the PhilR 
lies in the 12Rinning opener of a scheduled 
double-header, which was never com• 
pleted. 

"I was in the dressing room, changing 
my clothes during the sec:ond 11arne, when 

The ~h ended the second game in the 
f ourth iJ:lnjns, with the :score tied at 5·5. 

Traded as "Washed-Up," 
Vic Won 23 for Pirates 

I
T SEEMS that Fred Tonney, \lfho bwime 

manager in 1905 at Boston, figured W II• 
11s had lost hb effedlven ... ' whon he 
dropped 29 games that year. so h~ trad• 

ed Vic to Pittoburllh. December 15, 1905, 
for 'Infielder Dove Briiln, Sulislitu~ }>Jay. 
er, George E. Howard and 'Pitcher Vivian 
A. Lindeman. 

With the Pirates in 1906, Willis worked 
322 innings in .i pmu. winning 23 and 
lostn1 13. Re was high winner omons the 
Buts' hurlers. Again In 1907, it was WIi­
lis who paced "the Pirate: pitchers, with 21 
triumphs against 11 defeats. 

The 1908 campaign saw the Cubs win the I 

pennanl by defo1lin1 Now York 1n a -1- 1 

, .. son pl1yoff game. Th• Oillnts and Pi­
rntes finished in a deod heat for second • 
place, with 98 victories and 56 losses each. 
WiJJis and a young.ster, Nick Maddox, won 
46 of Pittsburgh's games between them, 
Vic had e 1·ecord of 23 and 11 and Mad­
dox 23 and eight. 

An overflow crowd of 30,338 turned out 
for the o~ning of Pitllbur&h'• $1,000,000 
:::'Urhf\..• :F-;elJ, .:~c. Jli. l SOi, und ~IU.i~ 
hooked up with Ed Reulbach of the Oubs 
In a duel that wa. won by Chicago, 3 to 2. 
"All I remember about th•I game was 
th•t the women fans wore · tone dresses- to 
real long ones/' Vic said. , . '.pk) 

An attack of quillS)" handicapped Wlllis huv 
in the 1909 World's Series with ,Detroit. 
Howeve1·, Fred Clarke: sent . hlm tO the n 
re1ief of Howard Camnitz. in the JSecond ing 
game, The Tigers had come :lrom behind Jc.ga 
to drive Camnitz to cover in the third tion. 
Inning with a three-run . uprising. They ·10 p 
picked up two more_ ~ and three h.lts signl 
in the last six and one-third innings oft &nd . 
Willi3. • .Detroit won, 7 to 2. perm 

part, 
How Cobb Stole Home tract, 
On Willis In 1909 Sert.. club. 

•paid 

T
y COBB pve the crowd ol 31,lU ' origin 
• thrill such as only Ty could pro- The 
vldt, in the third inning, when he bars , 
, tole home on Wlllis. Here's how II or." 

hopPffied: Dnvc,y .Tones was sare on Finl by .,, 
Bo.semen Abslein's mu.ff of a throw. Danie Piedn 
Bush •inalod and C<>bb walked, With the playe, 
bu,s loaded, &m Crawford ...-ent oul on a tlcallc 
short fly to Managor Fttd Clarke. Next, er" st 
Jim Delahanty •inaled, Jo{',. and · Buah .woulc 
11:orl n,r. W II U. ... placod C.mnl t,: at thla 
junchuo and Geor-ae Morlarty wu ~the 
baller. Cobb tooll I Jud oft' third Md 
cnme rncing In lib a greyhound as Vic 

l:~l~u~: .r;.,~dtoc:!"~~~rico~ '&!to~ 
and was~-

1tThat's one lhlnir: I'll never forget. as long 
as I live." dttla.ttd Willis. "I didn't think 
Cobb could but the throw. I aften sot 
razzed for letting Ty get away with thot 
theft, but I don't think anybody could have 
prevented it. 

1'If it hadn't been for young Bebe Adams 
winning thr~ games for us, I don't be­
lieve we would have taken that Series, 
though when you got by Cobb and Craw­
ford and ~itchers George Mullin and Bill 
Donovan, Dett'oit wasn't a great team. 11 

Willis starlt,d against the Tigers in the 
six·th p.me ol. that S..rles, but wn• :r.,nlted 
aftor Jive lnn~,p. d\ll'lng which the Ameri• 
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can leaguers colleelod wren hits and four as !)r 
runs off him. The Tigers won, 5 to 4. 14 yet.1rs. LESLIE E. A."!N1n. 

In addition 1o:1w; $4,500 salary, which he ======= ========= 
wa'!; pA.id durlng ~.i~h of his four years at 
Pittsburgh, WUlls also drew a wlnnlng 
,J,are of the 1909 World's Series, which 
amounted to '$1,SZS.22. 

Evidently, the Pirate management fig­
ured that it had' nmg ev•ry available vic­
tory out Of Vic'£ oner-mighty 'right arm. 
for he was sdd for $5,000 to the St. Louis 
Cardinals for 1910. Roger Bresnahan, who 
then was r.mnager of the Cardinals, al­
ways had admired Willis' pitching, so 
when the Bu(s placed him on 1he market. 
the Duke o! 'fr-alee made a grab for him. 

St. Louis hu.d a seventh.place team and 
an in-and-Out set of throwers. Vic par­
ticipated in 212 innings in his thirteenth 
and last ye;ir under the Big Top, register­
ing nine victories against a dozen .$etbecks. 
When Sepler.jber 1 came. Bres:1ahlln paid 
oft' . Vic Rnd sent -him home to Newark. 
W:...!lis nevr-r threw another. baseball jn 
professional baseball. 

"Jack Dll.t)n of the Baltirnorc Orioles 

sent me a contract for 1911, after St Louis 
had sold me to the Cubs, but I told hirrr 
I intended lo retire from the game/' Vic 
continuecl. "I kept the Ba1timore contract 
for a souvenir." 

Willis ha~'t seen more lh~n on~ or two 
m ajor league pmes in 20 yll!llrs, but he 
Ilk= the way bo.s•ball has been speeded 
u,p.· He doesn•t know how he would hD.ve 
fared as a p ltche.r in these strt:am1lned 
days of throwing, However, when it 
comes to tough batters, there was none, in 
his estimation, like a DutcffiJlan na·med 
Hans Wagner As a manager, Fred Clarke 
was tops in his book. 

Besides running his hotel, Which in­
cludes .:i taproom, Vic raises bird dogs and 
hun ts occnslonally. H• olso lik es stud 
poker, It's a lifo he enJon, but he still 
gets • thrlll from h is dlomond memories 
-and from the sheaf of conlrac:ts he keeps 
locked in h15 safe, among his other treas­
ured posse&sions. 



Contact the Hall of Fame 

Main Contact Information 

National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum 

25 Main Street 

Cooperstown, NY 13326 

Phone: 

Toll-free: 

Fax: 

(607) 547-7200 

(888) HALL-OF-FAME 

(888) 425-5633 

(607) 547-2044 

Hall of Fame Membership Program 

Membership, group sales, special events: 1-888-

HALL-OF-FAME or (888) 425-5633 

Fax: (607) 547-2044 

Education Department 

Phone: (607) 547-0362 

Museum Shop 

Shop online 

Phone orders, catalog requests and customer 

service: 1-888-HALL-OF-FAME or (888) 425-5633 

A. Bartlett Giamatti Research Center 

Phone: (607) 547-0330 or (607) 547-0335 

Fax: (607) 547-4094 

Photography Department 

Phone: (607) 547-0375 

Fax: (607) 547-4094 

Email the Hall Of Fame 

Your Name 

Your Email Address 

Department -Select One-

Subject 

Question and/or Comment 

Date of Birth 

- mm - · - dd - · Year 

Favorite Baseball Team 

Favorite Hall Of Farner 



Film, Video, and Recorded Sound Department 

Phone: (607) 547-0314 

Public Relations Department 

Media should use this contact information: 

Phone: (607) 547-7200 

Toll-free:1-(888) HALL-OF-FAME or (888) 425-5633 

Fax: (607) 547-2044 

Reset 1 1 Submit 
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Item I nfo rmation 11 Cata loa Record I 

The great Delaware sports book 
Gelbert, Doug. 

Publisher: Manatee Books, 

Pub date: c1995. 

Description: 222 p. : 

ISBN: 0964442701 

■Mi!ti■ 

Item info: 1 copy ava ilable at Delaware Public Archives . 
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