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DELAWARE AVIATION HISTORY

thetr weight will always keep the ship balanced and in
an upright pesiton. [ewill require no awention what-
ever Lo keep the ship balanced. And if anything gets owt
of order or machinery ceases 1o work these acroplanes
ail the parachute would enable the ship o come down
slowly and in perfect safety.

An upriphe mast also works the side propellers, ane set
on cither side ol the ship, When these two sers are run
at equal speed the ship will move straight forward, Buc
by the mere movement of a lever the velociy of these
side propellers can be changed, so as to 1evolve slowly
on one side and rapidly on the other, and thus like oars
on a boar can change the course of the ship in any
dircetion destred, or warn e clear around.

Borh the lifung propellers and these side propellers are
so artanged thar both can be worked simultancously or
L’i'lllfr sel ﬂl“l]L‘ ﬂ['l(.l Sei)llf'art'i)’. ']"1C “F[i]lg sel 3]()HL' arld
go vertically up into the air, and can then wen off the

LEFEVRE BBO'SAIRSHIP |iﬂing‘ pmpc”crs, and turn on the hortzontal and go

torward, or can po upward and onward 2t once.
PAT. AUG. 31.19Q9. ¢ can gy :

The LaFevre Airship s comparatively small and com-
pact and can start ofl or come down almost anywhere.
And the parachute will tim oft the wind and rain and
sunshine and aftord a comfortuble voyage.

Leborre Bomtherd divibip
Fhe wrniwonk el followofing 1ot wer eopled frow an oiginal
preivsedd fBycr datedd FHOS Frony the Crvee fones collection.

, o - Although « thorough scarch was made for photo-
1ITast 1n an UPP()SIIU ({lT'L'CrI{\I]. II]CSC LW aels llr - .
: Y T L C ~ graphs of the finished product, none were found.
counter propellers keep the ship rom owisting or

whirling around and enable rhe ship o go steadily on This does not mean chat che LaFevre Alrshlp was

its way. And these two sets of counter-revolving pro- not built. Photopraphs of this cra are virtually non-
pellers are also constanddy feeding cach other wich  existenc, Tr also does not mean it never {lew. [t must
discharged air and thus adding grearer lifting power ta be remembered that in the carly days of aviation,

the ship, It each of these revolving lifting planes were P : .

¢ shp, I cadt of these revolving Tilting planes were achieving an alttude of one foor was considered a
l’”]!)" t‘lg!lr I'l_'l_'t l'!}’ wen {L’t'r 11} 817 rh.l[ \Vllllid I,:l\«"L‘ IL
vighty square feet ol lifting surface, and chere being ] - : o ;
eight of them gives these lilting planes eight times  tawtical knowledge, ivis doubeful that chis invention

cighty, or six hundred and lorty square Teet ol liling  ever fulfilled the aspirations of the inventors. How-
surface. These ciphr revolving planes alone have there- ever, it does document the forward thinking of those
F('IIL‘ (I.'mISidcmL?l).f more littig surface han any nl: e commitred 1o aeronaurics. Many eatly pioneers, in-
airships now in existence. And when we take into cluding Paul Goddard the father of rockets, were

l)[ﬂﬂdt‘d ah lLlI]iltiC.‘i‘

great flying accomplishment. Based on today’s acro-

consideration that these are ar once driven by the
engine at preawr speed than iy of the other acro-

planes, it is evident thar the ship musc at once ascend . . . . .
FI(] SR Lo a h'd.‘ilr: P[’()U{ ()fCOl]Cl:pt, niast allr]')l;tllc

builders of this period first constructed model aero-

When as high as desirable to go, the slats on the  planes. Harly model acroplanes were used as miniature
stationary acroplane can be dosed, and then you bave  regq vehicles for the full scale aeroplane which could
again added o the ship whatever amoune of lifting
surface 1s contained in the scadonary plne, so that the
LaFavre Afrship will be capable of carrying large and
heavy loads. And these it will carry with case and safery,

inta the air.

carry the petson aloft. It could be said with confi-
dence thar those involved wich building full-scale
acroplanes, were also highly skilled model builders.

The stadonary acroplanes, revalving-lilting acroplanes,
and parachute are all made of light marerials and are all k
overhead and above, and the carriage, engine, machin- and flew model aemplalws ot his own design. He
ery, and passengers are all central underneath, so that  accomplished this remarkable feat without having

T'his was the case with Robie Seidelinger, who built

12






DELAWARE AVIATION HISTORY

Crowe and John Montgomery, The WAC address
was listed as 11 West 10ch Surect, Wilmingmn; -the
residence of John Montgomery, Collectively, the
four raised $1,000 to stare the business. Capiral
stock was $10 per share, with 10,000 shares being
offered. A purchase of one or ore shares of stock

included membership in the WAC.

Their objective was 1o commit cheir combined
reseurces and skills into a world-renowned aviation
experimental group. A by-product of their effores
would be publicity for Wilmingron which would
draw more business to the area. The long-range plan
included highly publicized air shows to be held in
Wilmington w raise capiral. Although a Wrighc Hyer
could he purchased for $5.000, the WAC elected (o
have Robie Seidelinger design and build an airplane
in Delaware ar a cost esumared 1o be $6,000.

The WAC built a barn ar the Gendemen'’s Driving
Park (also known as Horse Show Park and Wawaset
Park) where Seidelinger would seare construction of
their first acroplane, and natne it the Delaplane
Using, the existing wechnology of the day, the entire
biplane was built from spruce with the exception of
fictings and flying wires. The wings and control sue-
faces were covered with cotron and painted with
dope for rigidity and tension. The inital timetable
included finishing and test flying the aeroplane in
1ime to enter an air meet in St Louis in July. They
learned in a hurry that building and rest Qying an
acroplane was nota simple task.

Robie Seidelinger was a perfectionist, He would
weigh each piece of wood first. Then he would carye
it and weigh it again. If a duplicate was needed, it
must be an exact match. Although the WAC pro-
duced many press releases, Scidelinger was very
sccretive about many of his ideas {to which he gave
consideration when app]ying for patents).

While the aeroplane was being built, the remaining
members of WAC started planning a flying evemt
which would create the publicity they so ardendy
sought. Other aviation clubs throughout the coun-
try were piven considerable press coverage for their
events which drew scores of other clubs and individ-
uals to share their avocation. The event was to be
held at the Gentlemen’s Driving Park for three days
starting October 7, 1910. The newspaper reports
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presented the idea that the cicy would soon sec aero-
planes in the sky as often as auromobiles on the
sCreet.

By August 31, 1910, the Delaplane was completc
except for hooking up the controls, installing the
engine, and mounting the propelers. The engine of
choice was the forcy-five horscpower, water-cooled
Elbridge, which was awaiting arrival from the fac-
tory. The :lumplunc was rolled out ti> take advantagc
of the publicity that came with the New Castle
County Fair which was held ac the park. Much to
the surprise of many, the Deluplane did noc leck
anything like the model displayed in the window of
the Snellenberg Men's Store. The design utilized the
pitch conerol in the front, the rudder in the back,
and the ailerons under the lower wings. No one,
however, questioned il it indeed would fly because it
looked like an acroplane. It was expected to do so.

The officers of the WAC were invited to Washing-
toit, D.C,, to discuss an upcoming air meet where
they happened to mect ). ). McCurdy, assistant to
Glenn Curtiss, The Officers convinced McCurdy
that he should look at the Dedaplane. McCuedy gave
the acroplance a thorough inspecrion and commented
with approval on many of the new features. His final
comment was what everyone was longing o heas;

Gentlemen, it will fiy. This is the best constructed
aeroplane [ have ever seen and [ have mspected all
acroplancs of repuatation, The wnrkmanship is excel-
lent and I congratulate you. {Quote from Delaware
History, Delawire Bivedwien, Allen Hawk.)

Word spread rapidly about the Deluplane. A week
later, Todd C. Schriver, who had gone into the air-
show business after being a pilot for Glenn Curtiss,
casne to sce the acroplane for himself. His comments
were also favorable and he gave his resounding assur-
ance that it would {ly.

Cloward, l11il]]iigcr OF thc event, Coﬂtactcd Othcf aetro-
plane owners, including Glenn Cuartiss and
McCurdy, to peiform ar the WAC flying event. The
negotiasions with Curtiss and McCurdy did not ma-
terialize, so they sought out others who Hew in atr
shows. Cloward went to a Long Island air show
where he mer Todd Schriver. He signed him to a
contrace to fly his Nightbawk Ocrober 5 1hru 8,
1910, He also signed up John Frishee, from Roches-
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The weather on June 6 was the complete opposite of
the fall event, Brookins, flying the Wright Flyer put
on a spectacular show of steep turns, dives, Figure 8,
and low passes across the field. The spectators were
spellbound by the performance. The weather held
out until the last day, when Brookins could only
make two flights.

The ait meet was such an overwhelming success the
WAC began planning anothes event to coincide
with the fall New Castle County Fair. While the
meet was being planned, the Delaplane was moved
to a shed on the New Castle rifle range. As luck
would have it, the shed was struck by lightning and
burned to the ground consuming the Delaplane.

The February 1912 WAC Annual Report filed with
the Secretary of State listed Snellenberg president,
R.W. Crowe vice president, and John Montgomery
treasurer. No secretary was listed. Direcrors were
Snellenberg, Crowe, Montgomery, Crook, E.A. Van

Ttump, and John Hartman,

Although the WAC planned to hold more flying
events to raise capital, they never materialized. The
last annual report filed by the WAC was January
1913. David Snellenberg was stili listed as president;
George Crowe, vice president; John Montgomery,
treasurer; and William Mosley, sccretary, Directors
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were Snellenberg, Crook, Crowe, Hartman, Mont-
gomery, Van Trump, and James Cane, Total shares
sold to date were $6290. This was far below the
$100,000 the WAC hoped it could raise.

There were no other annual reports filed with the
Secretary of State after January 1913, The WAC had
disbanded but left a history in Delaware which
could never be duplicated:

The WAC funded the first aeroplane built in
Delaware.

The WAC flew the Delaplane seven years after
the Wrights' flight.

The WAC held the first two air events ever held
in Delaware,

The Delaplane would never have become a reality if
it were not for the vision of the membets who put
forth the money. Although the WAC needed Robie
Seidelinger to build the aeroplane, one could not
have accomplished the feat without the other. The
plans for the Delaplane have never been located and
are assumed to be lost. Seidelinger and the WAC
faded from the limelight and were never in the news
again. It was the end of a great cffort.



First Flight of the "Delaplane”

Near this site, on October 21, 1910, the first heavier than air aircraft built in Delaware

made its first flight. The aircraft, known as the Delaplane, was built by Robie

Seidelinger and piloted by Eddie Bloomfield. The construction was funded by the

Wilmington Aero Club at an estimated cost of nearly $6,000. Construction took place in

a barn at the Gentlemen’s Driving Club, also known as Horseshow Park and, later,

Wawaset Park. Originally built with two propellers, the aircraft was modified to fly with a

single propeller before its first flight. The flight occurred on the last run of three high

speed taxi runs when the test pilot pulled back on the controls and the aircraft became

airborne for approximately 50 yards. The aircraft was later destroyed by fire while being

stored in a shed at a New Castle rifle range.

Sources

Reference | Text Source

Number

1 on October 21, 1910 MN, Oct 22, 1910

2 ::l;e first heavier than air aircraft built in MN, August 30, 1910

elaware

1 made its first flight MN, Oct 22, 1910

1 known as the Delaplane MN, Oct 22, 1810

1 buiit by Robie Seideiinger MN, Oct 22, 1910

1 piloted by Eddie Bloomfield MN, Oct 22, 1910

3 Construction was funded by the Wilmington WSMS. Jan 30, 1910
Aero Club

4 an estimated cost of nearly $6,000 WSMS, Feb 6, 1910
Construction took place in a barn at the

1 Gentlemen’s Driving Club, also known as MN, Oct 22, 1910
Horseshow Park and, later, Wawaset Park
Originaliy built with two propellers, the e .

1 airc?raft vgas modified to ?‘Iy \E{ith a single thIEI Hcl)stfggal1g?glety Photo
propeller » Dol s,




The first flight occurred on the last run of
some high speed taxi runs when the test

1 pilot pulted back on the controls and the
aircraft became airborne for approximately
50 yards

MN, Oct 22, 1910

The aircraft was later destroyed by fire while
5 being stored in a shed at a New Castle rifie
range

Alan Hawk, "Delaware
Birdmen: The Wilmington
Aero Club and the
Delaplane, 1910-1912",
Delaware History, Volume
XXI, 126

MN: The Moming News, Wilmington, DE

WSMS: Wilmington Sunday Morning Star, Wilmington, DE
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ffo 60 per ctut reduction

) on all
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ILVER PLATED WARE
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- ANDCLOCES
fhe menth of Augmsl |

A — ..__,_w
thur Is n (‘nudldatr.

dnt ko rhe Mwe g News.'”

O {GF}TO“I\ Dal.. Aug. 202,
mas Hort, managing edlior of the
sex| Journal, ol thls tpwn, who
t Mears age sucreeded in - geitdug
ination at recorder of deods of
nty. announced this morolr £
h¢ had cansented again for hin
& tb be placed beferea the confty
-eafion for the nominetion ta thax
:. {Several of the leading Demo-
¢ rolitleinns have bean urging Him
low hle namia to be umed, bul It
not until this morning that ha
Pl'l !

hers Cleaned, Dwd und (nriv
Eensie's, No. 007 Shipley sirdc
w -

mzw AEROPLANE

an Being lum of lem Show Park
‘WUl 3o op Exhiditien Daring
the Gegnty Fair,

, ! e st e

. Thoagh the saeraplane Wwhich in
being constructed h¥ Fobie Roda-
lingor at Hotee Show Park will not he
urcid tor flights during the county fuir,
#t har bern declded By the Delawyrs
Arro Cluh, for whom the marbin, ia
bafhg constpucted, to place it on rx.
hitdtion,

The blg Bring machitte ik practically
completed. It is felt thal moeny pos-
gotja wiil derire (0 nen i1, hésppre g
14 tha firsl ane eover hullt in Delinwa) o
The tuilding sn whieh thn macbin,. ja
kept I8 so arranged that tho entire
fromt ran be removed, s#nd thin wilt
five the publler a good apporturity 1o

Beod

J)n account of t]lll helng the Brat
Delawarg aptoplane it 1A Tell tha: tha
public ought to be interested In 1t ynd
willing to shaw Ity appreciation by at-
tqeding thi exhibtlon, Am & matter
af fact the hig machine 4 cxpretng 1o
bting considerable fame to Dgl,unarp

' et R c.-t- - ————
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New K. of P. Hnlldin...

I'Phe - bullding  comamibttee  of  the
Knaights of Pvthias Hall Company,
comprising Whilam Simmons, Willjam

. Kuowles and Thomus Mullan, Jr..
will meet BSaturdsy night of nexr wensk
vith the bourl of governurs for (he

purpd=c of taking up DA for 1he ean. |

1 rruction of the propeased hedl, witeh
will cost abour £ The site ac-
cyred {s At No 905 West kiroet,

It {s & wel
Annual Sesalen of Slm Camp o! end as masi
Order Will Open Bere To-dgy. tive sufferin
————— _
‘The al=th annual convantfon of the | DR C4
State Camp of Delaware, Patrintl: '“U
Order Bons of Amerlea, Will convens Lo o 00
iﬂ thl’_\ !"'. U- 3- nf J\. hﬂ”, :#l)q { ! 'ith deca -
HShipivy Etroet to-day, and the 8oxnion - to headache
\liii b called to order promptly at! tife & burde:
11 o'vloek this roornlng by Stalg Pra-a- ﬁlnfil' 'ed'.’
{dant Arthur F. Jarpsons, th smec
Tielegntee bokan to rreive lamt ulglu. ei:tomnd(l’
and they were enterinined hy Diela- "piri i‘:‘?m.]
ware Cammandery, which held open }'m' .nd
Rodwe Jor the epnterladminent of the or you and
viedeird whn arrived yerteriduy., Abn had by ;;tj
ter and tully o Rundreqa LJ
he Jocol members ancemled no:s
thel¥ hull where an Infotinal  reeep- pErm——
tian was held  Hoverat ol the ntiste Boy:
efficers, ay well an the candiditen for | ppectat e 2

NEW CAE
children hav
this clty w
The firut to

thr officed whith nre to he flled at t]
cohivention, wefe in aclendohics. f
Ta-davs activities wii commenen

rchpl’ful!

At 7.20 a'rlork, when the
cimuiitter will 1pect and 1nurel to thy f Willlam Ugh
P R, atd W. raifroad statiof wbhere! Jov {n JCES |
they ‘wlil mert tho visttorp fu*n driwn : the animwal
the state. 1 pon going to the lindl they ;| face near tl
will he nddressed by State Progide ni. wound, The
Arthur Parsone. } r the e0on of J
Tte nddres? of welcome this morn- | the same age
ing will ha mwude by Presldent nf bitten on {hﬂ
Counel] James 1. Banning. Consld-

erible Lusiners will ba transpcted at r]:
ta-dny's uresfons. ""ﬂ'F'W' CAS
s i Bl , Ahnounacenar

Enteriained at Enehre,

Mins Margurrite Holph entertpdned
safne frivngds on FPriday evening ot pro-
preastve nipchre in heror of hep guesis,
Alixn Yary anl! Laura Ahorn.

) tilg elty af
Harry Hewle
|('inﬂrg» T. I
Mird Ireng F
on Thursday.
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Delaware Birdmen: The
Wilmington Aero Club and the
Delaplane, 1910-1912

ALAN Hawk*

No local undertaking in recent years has created such
favorable comment and enthusiasm as this one, And it is
not only in Wilmington it has attracted attention, for lots
of inquiries have come from outside. We feel that Wilming-
ton is being admirably advertised through this matter all
over the country, Papers everywhere have laken notice of
it, and even pictures in the Star last Sunday have been
reprinted i some of them. As a result, Wilmington is
receiving more free advertising of thc proper sori than
could be measured in any other way.!

David Snellenburg,
President of Wilmington
Aero Club, February 6, 1910

Inventars. Generally speaking, Amateurs are of two
classes. Those of the first class believe they have conceived
some entirely new system or invention, or an improvement
on some machine that has previously proved a failure, They
think they have discovered the secret which other inventors
whp preceded them failed to grasp. They expand their
meager capital in trying to realize their high hopes. A
comparatively smaill rumber even get as far as completing
the machine and one field trial is usually sufficient to put a
quietus on those who do, as it is disappointing, to say the
least, to see the result of a number of months work undone
in a (winkling without the machine having shown the least
disposition or zbility to get ofT terra firma,?

Charles Haywood in
Building and Flying an Aevoplane

* Alan Hawk 15 a graduate of the University of Delaware and is a hstoric
preservatmn intern for the ity of Wilmington's Office of Planning.
! Wilmingtor Sunday Morning Star, Feh. 8, IEIO{Iunm.ﬁcr VW5ALS).
2 Gharles Haywood, Building end Figing an Aeroplans (Chicagn, 1914), 194-85.
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Gentlemen, it will Ny.?
1. A. D. McCurdy, pilot, after
inspecting the Delaplane.

and had built eight model airplanes by 1910. Sioee he had never

scen an actual aivplane fly or even a movie of a flying airplane,
he worked out his ideas by trial and error. He experimented with
helicopters at first and then moved on to less tricky {ixed-wing airplanes
pawered first by rubber bands and later by clock-work niotors. Some of
his designs worked hetter than others. During the day, Seidelinger
worked as 2 manager for the Monarch Typewriting Company, which
had transferred him to Wilmington from his home in Maine in 1908. At
night, he built and tinkered with airplanes. He never used scale meas-
urements or made drawings of his designs. He fearned through trial and
error what worked and what did not.

George Crowe was a salesman for the National Cash Regisier Com-
pany and a friend of Seidelinger, He knew of Seidelinger's curious hobby
and invited him to display his latest model in his store window at 825
Market Street. The model attracted considerable attention. It was a
biplane with 2 wingspan of three feet and a weight of three-and-a-half
pounds, Rigid bracing was kept to a minimum, and the wings and fuselage
were suspcnded by wires running from a vertical central mast. The
elevators were located just behind the main wings and a paddle-shaped
rudder was on the rear of the fuselage.

Seidelinger's model caught the eye of many people. Aviation enthu-
siasts who saw the made! quickly concluded that it could be a prototype
for a practical airplane and suggested Seidelinger build a {ull-size version.
David Snellenburg, the general manager of N, Snellenburg and Com-
pany, a men’s clothing store located at Seventh and Market streets, was
one of those who liked the design. He joined with Crowe, Seidelinger,
Grantly Postles, president of American Leather Company, William Dock-
strader, awner of the Garrick Theater, John Gray, a lawyer for Delaware
Corpaoration Company, and John Montgomery, treasurer for Gilpin, Van
Trump and Montgomery I[nsurance Company, to raise §$100,000 and
farm the Wilmington Aero Club. [ncorporated on February 6, 1910,
the club's stated purpose was to build the airplane and plan an air meet.*

The organizers also hoped that the club would ateract aviation indus-
trics to Wilimington and help give the city 4 progressive image. Since the

R(}B]E SEIDELINGER had been interestexd in lying since 1897

*The Morningeieus, Seps. 2, 1510 therealier MN). ¢

+ WSALS, Jait! 30, FebXG, 1910; MN, Fel. 7, 1914, The officers were: Snellenburg,
prosident; Crowe, first vice-president; Seidelinger, second vice-president; Postles, third
vice-president; Monigontery, treasurer; and R.Q. Beane, secretary. Secalso Jobm C. Kumm,
“Airmindedness: The Farly Years of Aviation in the Wilmington Repion,” unpublished
paper in the collections of the Hapley Muscum and Library, Wilmingion, Del.
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1 890s, Wilminglon's wraditional industrics—shipbuilding, railroad-car
manufacturing, and leather tanning—had been declining, and no new
industries were coming inta the city. The Wilmington Board of Trude,
revived at the turn of the century, was proving ineffective in auraciing
new companies to the city. The Aero Club was part of the effort Lo
reverse this decline. Even before it was organized a local newspaper
prockiimed its lofty ambitions, inchiding placing Wilmington "among the
leading cities of the world in encouraging experiments in aviation."® The
following year, The Morning News described the organization's desire to
promate the city: "The club believes that a meet of the right kind will
attract people Trom this and other cities . . . . Behind the whole thing,
there is u desire ta advertise Wilmington. Every man in Wilmington is
vitally interested in che future of the city and is confident that this event
will do mare toward ;ndw:rtising Wilmington than anything which has
been altempted in a long time.”

The club’s Tirst step was to build an airplane, It was estimated that it
would cost between $5,000 and $6,000 to build the machine, "allowing
for a wide margin of experimentation.”® A Wright Flyer, in comparison,
could be purchased for about $5,000. Snellenburg hoped to have the
machine ready for a air mect scheduled to be held in Saint Louis that
July, while Seidelinger, just slightly less optimistic, predicted the airplane
would be ready for tests by late Augusi. Once the first airplane was
completed, the club was confident that other local inventors would come
forward with designs that could, in turn, be built and flown by the club.
As the members were to learn, building and flying an airplane was not
as easy as il seemed.

The club built a shed at the Gentlemen's Driving Park, now Wawaset
Park, on the western edge of the cily and placed a large electric sign of
identification on it. As scon as the building was finished, Seidelinger
began working on his airplane. First he had to select and weigh the wood
to be used in its construction carefully. A reporter for The Meorning News
described the process:

Had the people from without the cluh been allowed 1o
enter the building yesterday afterncon, they would have
seen the inventor weighing two picces of spruce, which
weighed fourieen pounds and thirieen ounces exactly. The
fact that these two pieces of spruce, the choice of the whale
lumber yard, weighed exactly the same before they were
worked upon, shows the care with which the ship will be
huill. Every piece of material will be carefully weighed and
worked into the proper shape under the peesonal direction
of Mr. Seidelinger, and every picce inust balance exactly,™

CAESYS, Jan 34, 1910

PALY, My 26, 1911, .

T UsMY, Teb. 6, 151 ﬂ.’/

PN, A 30, 1010 See also MN, Mar 28, 1510,



ror the next hve months, Seidelinger worked behind closed doors.
Secrecy was impoertam because (s design included new ideas that had
not yet been patented. Twelve features of the airphine were thought o
be patentable, including a new scheme for cantralling the airplane. Such
# system would Jrave been a majer breakilrough, because Grville and
Wilbur Wright held all the paaents for airerafl control sysiems and only
Gleon Curriss had been able 1o et exempied from the Wright's patems
alter a Jong and bitter krwsuit.” It is not known whether Seidelinger ever
applied for any palents,

By August 31, the airplane was complete except that the controls had
not yet been linked up, and it stili needed an engine and propellers. It
was displayed in this unfinished siate to e general public for the first
vime during the New Castle County Fair held in the Driving Parck,
Despite all the 1alk about new and radical innovations, the new aimlane
exhibited a conventional design that lovked more like o Bristol Box kite
than the model that had been displayed i the window of the Naional
Cash Register Company. Seidelinger had crvated o biplane with 4 wing-
span of about thirty leet ilkie was 10 he powered by 1win propellers
lurned by a single 45-hovsepower water-cooled Etbridge engine locaed
just behind the pilovs seat. The elevator was in fromt of the pilot,
mounted on tiangular outriggers; the rudder was attached behind the
main wings on the rear fusclage, and the ailerons were placed on siruts
below the main wings. Most of the people al the fair thought the airplanc
locked as if it would Hy, but nobody who had any expericnce with
acronautics had examined ihe airplane, by now referred to as the
Delaplane.'”

When J.A.D. McCurdy, assistann 1o Glen Curiiss, was in Wilmingion
that Seprembuer to discuss an upcoming air meet with the officers of the
Acro Club, he was talked into taking a look at ihe Delaplane. A reporter
o The Morning News described the scene:

[His] look seemed 10 setile all thoughts of getting Lack to
Allentown the same night, for it was over an hour afier
entering that he speke of 2 train, It was after ten minutes
of quict inspection that be wid. wrning 1o the committee
and newspapermes, “Gentlemen, it will Ny.” ... There is
ne quesbon thar Mr. McCurdy was astonished a1 new
features, lor several times he renvarked, “That is good and
has never been tried,”"

* The Wright beothiers controd meclanism uses linked rodder and ailerons. Tin
rudeler sterred the plane and she ailerons banked the wings to insure a snootl tuan As
long as the abplane was oo Tlewn for fnancal gain or ata public ais show, the Wright
Broghers did not ronsider use of the control meeliaainm as an infrmgement of their patent
(Havwood, fvildisg and Flnng an Aivplaee, 13137},

ALY, Aug. 59, 3L, 1910,

AN, Sepr. L".!. 1t
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to Wilmington two days later to check out the facilities at the Driving
Park in Wawaset. When he left the next morning, be assured the
committee that either he or Curtiss would take part in the meet. Several
days later, however, negotiations were broken off, and Cloward went to
Mincola, Long Island, to meet with Colonel Baldwin, Shriver, and other
avialors who were flying there.

Cloward asked Shriver, who had just broken the record for longest
solo night (light the previous Monday, to take part in the air meet.
Shriver was already entered in the Saint Louis meet scheduled for the
same time, but he decided to cancel and appear in Wilmington instead.
He signed the coniract on September 25 and began preparing to ship
his Dictz-Shriver biplane—the Nighthawk—to Wilmington. He and his
wife arrived on Monday, October 4, with his plane, which would take
mechanics a full day to assemble.

The same day, John Frisbee, the other pilot who had agreed (o appear
at the meet, arrived from Rochester, New York, with his biplane, the
Skylark. Man-carrying kites had arrived from California and Thompson
& Flaxon had their balloon at the Driving Park.’s

Last-minute work on the Delaplane was being done to ready it for the
meet. A consulting engincer from New York hrought down the propeller
assembly made by Requa-Gibson and helped Seidelinger mstall it on the
plane. Both Shriver and Frishee agreed 1o run taxi tests on the Delaplane
but Eelt that the park was too small to attempt a test (light.

The air show promised to be an exciting one, but then everything
that could go wrong did go wrong. The day before the meet, Shriver
made a test flight on the Nighthawk. At the end of the [light he could
not shut ofl the engine, which had no throttle, to glide in for a landing
as he usvally did. He tried to land the plane under [ull power, it lit the
ground hard, bounced into the air, and {lipped over. Shriver broke his
ankle and could not fly for the rest of the meet.'® To this misfortune, an
editorial in The Morning News commenied, “Wilmington is up 1o date,
the first aeroplane o fly here was followed by the injury ol the navigator.
Thus this city had a flight and one of the regulation arcidents as well.”!?

The air meet opened en Ccroher 3, and Frishee had engine trouble.
When his Skylark was brought out, the motor refused to start until
mechanic had spent a half hour adjusting it. The airplane was 1axied out
onto the field and began the take-olf run. The engine abruptly quit again
and could not be slarted before nightfall,

It was too windy to make any real flights the next day, but Frishee

.'i-' ¢
‘

\5]{“:: . ;
'* MN, Scp. 20, 23,28, 3\0 and Cct. 4, [910; WSMS, Scpt. 30, 1928. The Mornmg
Mews had trouble with the soelling of Frishee's name. It was spelled “Frishy” on Ocwober 4,
“Frisbic” on Qctober 5 d “Frishee™ throughout the Test of the meet. The Wilmingion
Sunday Muarning Star spenea it "Frishie.” .
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As Frishee and Shriver, who was on erutches, boarded the train to
Mineoks, e Aero Club announced it would hold another meet laler
that month." Shriver wanted 1o tuke part and prove that he could Ny,
bul the mweet was never held.

As planning began (o the next meel, work raminued on the Dela-
Hane, Thie everning of Octoher 21 was vainy, so no wese Night was phinned,
but Seidelinger and Exddic Bloomticld, the test pilot, did decide to make
a few taxi runs betore it got dark.?® A reporter described what happened
nex:

On the third ep, and just at the given approach of
night, another start was made, This time the avialor shot
down the Geld at tevrific speed, and alter going 300 yards,
he was seen to tilt the front plane. Instanuly the machine
answered the wheel and il arose 10 a0 height of five feet.
Bleomfivld then brought the {front) plase 1o a levet and
the Delaplane soared along for forey, perbaps Gifty yards
atnid the cheering of a handfull of spectators. After cover-
ing that distance, the machine was brought wo the carthand
the engine stopped.*'

The plane that few that October 21 was a slightly different version-
than that “rolied out” two months earlier. The twin propellers had been
rvepiaced by a single propeller; the rear fusclage had been shorened: and
the engine, originally located just behind 1lie pilot’s seat, was moved
back undcr the main wings.

After a few more flights in the succeeding days, the Delaplane was
put back in the shed Jor further modification, Over the winter, Scidelin-
ger move” from Wilmington and the care of the machine was left to
Bloomfie... The pitot made more flights wilh it the following spring,
never flying higher than roof level because ol his inexperience. The
Aera Club hoped that the airplane would be ready for demonstration at
the air mect planned lor June 6, 7, 8, and 9, 1911,

This air meet wis 10 he more ambitious Lhan the one held the previous
year. The Wrigly Brothers agreed to send one of their pilots, Walter
Brookins, to My ar the meet, but Shriver could not honor his carlier
commitment because he was flying in Jupan. Not only would the meel
feature Nying, there would also be motoreyele races {including a race
between & motorcycle and an airplane), rack meets featuring focal
runners, and z drill demonstration by a new organization for boys, the
Boy Scouts.™ It wis poing tn be a proud day for Wilmingron. “Tvwill . ..

AN, Ocs, Y167

 The Wifmemighon Sunday Mernang Star spelled his name “Hrembekl.” The nime
Fdward Bloontficicl dires unt appear i the city divectory dor 1910 or 1911, There is a
lisung in 1911 lor an Edwarel Broomfield, whe gave his necupaion s “chanffeur.”

2UAIN, e, W, 1910
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be the first Lime that the Wrights have given an exhibition in this scction,”
The Morning News noted, "Philadelphia, with its more than a million
peaple, has never had the Wright aviators at any of their meets,”??

The air meet promised to be a spectacular event. Pulilicity articles in
The Morning MNews, in contrust to the previous year's articles, were
shameless in their sensationlism.

Plans have been laid by the officials of the local club to
altempt an abselutely new and hair raising experiment in
mid-air. 1 carricd ow successfully, it will mean the dem-
onstration or experiment of which will be of interest world
wide, Not until everything is assured that the attempt can
be made, will details of the plans be made public, and that
is likely Lo occur within the next few days.™

It was cven rumored that Wilbur Wright himself was going Lo come out
of retirement and [1y at the meet, but apparently he decided against it.?

Uniike the previous meet, the air show of 1911 was extremely suc-
cessful, Brookings dazzled the crowd with his flying. On the first day,
Fred Sebly of The Morning News described the crowd:

Cheer afier cheer then rent the air and little boys jumped
far glee, women, old and young, looked hysterical and the
male portion of the audience looked exceedingly wise, for
all had seen in many cases for the irst time, a real flying
man. The crowd was indeed spellbound.®

It was the same for the next three days. Brookings [lew for the crowds
that poured into the Driving Park. He thrilled them with tight turns and
spiral glides, where the pilot acts as if he is about to ly the airplane into
the ground and recovers just before he “crashes.” He also raced motor-
cycles. Only on the last day did the weather isbehave so that Brookings
could only make two Righes.®

As soon as the meet was over, the Wilmington Aere Club announced
plans [or another meet to be held that fall, perhaps during the New
Castle County Fair, Although it was to last only one day, it was to be an
cven grander affair than the previous meet. The costs of the event were
to be defiayed by local businessmen; no admission would be charged.
The Aero Club negotinted with Harry Arwood and George Hamilton ta
fly aL the meet.® The club’s opes were dashed when it could not raise

AN, May 26, 1911,
FLMN, Jun 1L [G1L The “hai raising experiment” was never explained or corried

AN, Jun. 8, 19101,

AN, Jun 8, 1011,

T MN, Jun. 6, 7.9, 10, 12,1911,

AT Jun. 15, 17, 29, 30, jul. 10, 18, 21, 1911,
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enough moncy, and the meet was never held. A year later, the club had
disbanded. :

Whiie the third meel was being planned, the club moved the Delaplane
1o the state rifle range near New Castbe, and Bloombield, now conlident
that ke could handle the machine, was cager to make higher altitude
flights. Despite the change in locaton, the pline reasained a victim of
hard luck, for later that year it was destroyed when the shed was struck
by lightming and burned 1o the ground.

The Wilminglon Aero Club left few traces. It was born with a great
deat of entbusiusin and ambition but died only two years later. Why it
disbanded is not clear, Perbaps i tried to do 100 much, It did nov have
the resources Lo hold iwo air meets a year, gven though it tried, nor was
it able to atract aviation industries 1o Wilmington, The club did nat
have the drive and the organization to keep itself going. What it could
do, and do well, was give Wilmingronians their frst wste of aviation,
which was to have a profound ¢fTect on their lives.

The truly great success of the Wilmington Aero Club was that it had
designed, built, and flown an airplane, which is no smail feat. The success
ef the Delaplane was due to the fact that the Aero Club had enough
maney to build the airplane and that Seidetinger aciually knew what he
was talking about. Not only was he a careful methodical worker, he also
had sense ¢nough not to make his first airplane too radical and to stand
back and let another person, who may have had more experience, Ny
the machine, As much as the success of the Delaplane owes 1o Seidelinger,
it could never bave been built without the backing of the Wilminglon
Acro Club.

# Rumpl, "Airmindedness.”
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wagons. Consequently, much of the time the factories were
busy and they had large payrolls.

Many persons also were employed in the activities which
the carriage industry and the horse created. When the auto-
mobile came along, and the demand for carriages began to
fade, some of the carriage builders lost their jobs. Some
mansaged to adjust themselves to other types of work. Some,
no doubt, were absorbed by the motor industry. The transi-
tion, being slow, evidently was painless.

Building an Airship

It is an interesting coincidence that the first airplane
I knew of as having been built in Delaware was made on the
site of what is now Wawaset, in which is situated the home
of Lieut. George S. Welch, U. S. A., whose exploits as an
Army aviator have brought him renown. Lieutenant Welch’'s
home is 906 Blackshire Road. His parents, Mr. and Mrs.
George L. Schwartz, were among the first residents of Wa-
waset after it had been developed into a home site.

The airship construction venture on that tract took
place about 35 years ago. At that time the tract, formerly
a driving park, which was enclosed by a high fence, was de-
voted chiefly to the training of horses. The area, if I remem-
ber correctly, extended from Woodlawn Avenue to the golf
links of the Wilmington Country Club, and from Seventh
Street to near Pennsylvania Avenue.

Robie Seidlinger was the airplane builder who pioneered
on what is now Wawaset. Mr. Seidlinger, I believe, was en-
gaged in the typewriter business. He had mechanical and
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scientific talent. And so, he built an airship, presumably in
accordance with ideas upon which he based his calculations.

Although I saw him at his task several times, I do not
remember just what success he had. 1 saw him testing his
machine and figuring on improvements. He was enabled to
carry on his experiment because he had the encouragement
and financial backing of several substantial citizens who ob-
viously believed there was a future for aviation.

The sponsors of the project were frequent visitors to
Mr. Seidlinger’s workshop, which was in one of the buildings
on the grounds. They watched the enterprise in its various
stages. My recollection is, however, that there was little

known of the venture except by the persons directly con-
cerned.

This revives memories of the various uses which have
been made of the Wawaset tract within my recollection.
When I first knew the place it was known as Schuetzen Park.
At one time it was outside the city. The western municipal
boundary was Union Street. Inside the enclosure there were
a track and a clubhouse in which refreshments were sold.
In the center there was a comprehensive array of stables.

Sometimes there were quartered in the stables, tempo-
rarily, strings of horses brought here from other places. The
track and other facilities made Schuetzen Park an ideal place
in which to train horses and keep them in good condition.

The track became very popular. Eventually regular
matinees were held there, chiefly on Saturdays, by owners
of local horses trained for harness racing, Most of the horses
entered in the matinee races were driven by their owners,
who engaged in the sport for the love of it and because of
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their natural interest in horses. In later years the races
were held on the then new track at Elsmere.

It was the members of the matinee group of horsemen
who formed the McDaniel Horse Club, named in honor of the
late Elmer E. McDaniel, and the Willis Horse Club, named
for J. Wirt Willis, who were among the most enthusiastic
members of the racing group.

The name of the enclosure finally was changed to Wa-
waset Park. That name was retained until it was converted
into a housing site. Since then it has been known as Wa-
waset.

During several years of the Wilmington fair, started
as the county fair, the park was the fair ground. Although
even then it was regarded as almost “out in the country,” it

- was readily accessible from all parts of Wilmington. In
order to make the fair easy to reach the Peoples Railway Co.
ran one of the lines of its city system from Seventh Street
up to the main gate on Woodlawn Avenue at Ninth Street.
The spur was continued in use as part of the Seventh and
Eighth Strees line of the Delaware Electric Power Co.,
which in 1915 absorbed the competing system. The Dela-
ware Coach Co. now operates on Woodlawn Avenue, serving
the residents of Wawaset.

Eventually the fair was moved to Elsmere, where, al-
though modern and adequate facilities were provided, it was
unable to make ends meet. And so, it passed out of the pic-
ture, leaving the field to the Kent and Sussex Fair held an-
nually at Harrington.

Wawaset Park had an interesting and useful history,
much of which now is only a memory.
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2011 DAHF Inductees

Six current or former Delawareans have been named to
the Delaware Aviation Hall of Fame (DAHF). They will be
inducted at the organization’s Annual Honors Banquet on
September 24, bringing the total inductees to 73 since the
inaugural year 2000.

One of the six will be inducted posthumously.

According to Hugh Horning, president, all six are pilots,
one a female astronaut . Two saw military combat during
WW Ilh one during the Korean War and two during the
Viet Nam war. And four were also involved in civilian
aviation.

7 Daniel E. Coons, Ed.D, Dover - is the
founder of the Airways Science Program
| at Delaware State University which was
: . later broadened nationally via the USAF
| ROTC program. Since its inception in
4 1987, the undergraduate degree-granting
program has trained and placed hundreds
of graduates in commercial, corporate,
governmental and military aviation careers.

Nancy J. Currie, PhD, Wilmington - is
a NASA astronaut who has successfully
performed as a mission specialist on four
| space shuttle missions, accruing more
than 1000 hours in space. A retired U.S.
Army Colonel with more than 4000 flying
hours as a Master Army Aviator, she is the
first female Army officer selected as an
astronaut.

John D. Kroening, Milford - enlisted in
the Army Air Corps for for pilot training
at age 18 early in WW II. He flew B-25
medium bombers across the Atlantic to
Africa. Stationed in Corsica, he flew 65
‘| missions in southern Europe destroying

# bridges and RR tracks to disrupt enemy

supply lines. He was awarded the Air Medal eight times
and the Distinguished Flying Cross twice.
John A. Jordan, Newark - a U.S. Army
B Chief Warrant Officer (Ret), Flew AH-
4" T 1G Cobra helicopters in Viet Nam for
té y 780 combat hours. Following 20 years of
b4 Army service, he joined Boeing/Defense
_ Division for an additional 19 years of
. aviation service. He is currently employed
by Survice Engineering Co. as a test pilot.
He has a total of 10,000 accident/incident-free flight hours.
T Lt. Col. David F. McCallister (1920-
@—- - i 1961) - a WW II P-51 combat pilot with
y &+ 131 missions, rebuilder of the Delaware
. "1 | Air National Guard starting in 1948,
=" | winner of a national jet air race, became
Chief, Engineering Test Flight with
Delaware’s All American Engineering
Co. With more than 4000 flying hours,
he was nationally known as a strong proponent of military
airpower advancement and flying safety. He died in 1961 in
an aircraft accident at age 41.
John P. Renzetti, Chief Warrant
Officer (Ret), Chadds Ford, PA became
a helicopter pilot in 1969 and deployed
to Viet Nam in 1971 with a total of 700
) , combat hours. In 1972 he joined the
% M Delaware Army National Guard and
"% ¥ @ became a full-time instructor following
8 years as chief pilot for an industrial
company in West Africa. A Master Army Aviator, he has
over 19,000 hours in fixed-wing and rotary aircraft, both
military and civilian.

The Honors Banquet will be held Saturday, September
24 in Clayton Hall, University of Delaware, Newark.
Reception will be at SPM, dinner and program at 6:15
PM. Jacket and tie. Tables seating eight will be available.
Parking is plentiful and free.

For further information, please call (302) 674 2868 or
VISIT WWW.dahf.ORG.

Honors Banquet Tickets Ordering Now Available on DAHF Website

To make it easier for you (and us) to process invitations, order form replies, payments and ticket distribution, we have set up the “Pay

Pal” system for credit card payment.

Go to our website www.DAHF.org , click on the “Honors Banquet” button in the left navigation panel, then click on “Order Tickets”

and follow the directions to place your order.



Aviation Historic Marker Dedicated In

Wawaset Park

A state of Delaware historic marker
commemorating the first flight of an
airplane designed, built, and flown in
Delaware 100 years ago, was dedicated in
the Wilmington community of Wawaset
Park on Saturday, June 25. The aircraft,
named Delaplane, flew from a racetrack
for several hundred feet on October

21, 1910 in what was then known as
Horseshow Park and the Gentlemen’s
Driving Club.

The idea of a marker commemorating

the historical Delaware Aviation event
was initiated by the Delaware Aviation
Hall of Fame (DAHF) and coordinated
with the Delaware Archives Office with
grants provided by state senator Harris
McDowell and state representative Gerald
Brady in whose districts the marker lies.
The entire project and ceremony on June
25 was organized and managed by Jim
Hickin, a DAHF Trustee and chairman of

its government relations committee.
Speakers at the ceremony were Hugh
Horning, president of DAHF, Al Suber,
DAHF Trustee, Tom Summers, Delaware
State Archives who unveiled the marker,
Jim Hickin, State Representative Gerald
Brady, and Harold Schneikert, president
of the Wawaset Park Community
Association.

The Delaplane has also been honored

by DAHF ever since the organization’s
founding 12 years ago as the name of the
organization’s newsletter. A replica of it is
featured in the DAHF emblem, newsletter
masthead and on membership pins. It was
featured as the theme of the 2010 annual
Honors Banquet last Fall attended by some
300 guests.

The text of the Delaplane historic marker
may be seen on the DAHF website:
www.dahf.org.

DAHF and Bellanca

The June meeting of the DAHF Board of Trustees was held in the Bellanca Airfield Museum near New Castle. It is the unofficial
home base of the DAHF and contains a large display featuring the 67 DAHF inductees to date, partially shown in the photo.
More information about the museum, including visiting hours, is available at www.friendsofbellanca.org.

Videos of DAHF Inductees

DAHF Trustee and 2006 Inductee Mike Brock initiated and is managing a new DAHF program titled

“Aviation Legacy Videos” which includes interviews of past inductees’ histories and achievements. The first inductee interviewee is
Joe Jenkins, class of 2003, of Wyoming,Delaware. The videotape may be seen on the DAHF website www.DAHF.org. Additional
videos of inductees will be forthcoming in the near future.The cost of DAHF videotape production by the Legacy Video company is

being underwritten by an anonymous donor.

2 Delaware Aviation Hall of Fame
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