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' Concert kicks off 

8-day celebration 
at historic parish 

By ROBIN BROWN 
The News Journal 

WILMINGTON - Ellen Mor
rison, 26, of Brandywine Hun
dred didn't mind paying to get 
into Sunday's opening night of 
St. Anthony's Italian Festival. 

"I bought the weekly pass for 
$15," she said, rather than pay
ing the $5 daily fee. 

Morrison, a customs broker, 
and her friend, banker Mere
dith Murray of Bellefonte, also 
26, beat the heat by wearing 
sundresses and sipping cold 
drinks. 

The admission fee is new at 
this year's Italian Festival -
eight days of food, carnival 
games, live entertainment and 
cultural demonstrations - and 
will raise money for St. An
thony's parochial school. 

"It was a hard decision," said 
event chairman Jim Del Grosso. 
"We debated it for months." 

But the final decision was 
made on the school's needs, he 
said, adding that rising costs, 
dropping enrollment and in
creasing tuition fees have closed 
many parochial schools, includ
ing several in Delaware. 

Organizers had no estimate 
of how much will be raised by 
the admission fees, but it will 
give the first accurate count of 
how many attend the massive 
festival, which covers six city 
blocks around the parish 
church at 901 N. Du Pont St. 

"We're counting everybody," 
Del Grosso said, even those ad
mitted free. There is no charge 
for those 62 or older, or younger 
than 14 with parents, guardians 
or school identification. 

No attendance count was 
available Sunday, but Del 
Gros~o said organizers will be 
studying the numbers not just 
by the day, but by the hour. 
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Conductor David Christopher directs the St Anthony of Padua Concert Choir and the OperaDelaware 
Chorus at St Anthony's church Sunday in Wilmington. The concert kicked off the annual festival. 
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Whether the heat or the fees 
affect attendance, he said, "we 
won't know for sure." 

This year's event full of firsts 
Neither deterred first-time 

festival-goers Vivian Nelson, a 
retiree from Aston, Pa., and 
Louise Barychewsky, a law li
brarian from Philadelphia. The 
friends celebrated their debut 
festival outing with a glass of 

• wme. 
"It's hot outside, but you just 

have to grin and bear it," said 
Barychewsky. 

Nor did the heat bother her 
friend, Nelson, who said, "I'm 
just glad it's not raining." 

The festival gates and admis
sion were not the only new 
features of the festival - which 
traces its roots to the 1920s. 

A state historic marker was 
unveiled and dedicated on the 

, church building after one of the 
festival's newer traditions was 
held inside the sanctuary. 

The Italian Festival 2008 
Gala Concert, an idea devel
oped by Jean Scalessa-Fisher of 
Wilmington, artistic director of 
the Italian Festival Cultural 
Committee, filled the church 
with a variety of Italian singing 
and instrumental perfor
mances. 

Scalessa-Fisher urged guests 
to take in the church itself as 
part of the concert, with per
formers from several states, in
cluding OperaDelaware and St. 
Anthony of Padua Concert 
Choir. 

William and Barbara Dunn, 
parishioners and neighbors of 
the church, both called the con
cert "beautiful." 

The Dunns, whose three 
sons went to the church school, 
support the new admission 
fees . "The school needs the 
money and that 's the main 
thing,'' said retiree William, 71. 

put gas m ner ttonaa ruoL 
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Flower girls stand outside the church Sunday afternoon greeting concert
goers as they exit the church and get ready to enjoy food and entertainment 

His wife, 69, said the 
Brandywine Arts Festival and 
others have charged admission 
for years "and the school needs 
•t II l . 

''We've been coming since 
1947," William Dunn said. "The 
Ferris wheel and penny pitch 
used to be right there where the 
rectory is now ... before the rec
tory was built." 

A longstanding tradition 
The festival began as Il 

Carnevale in 1924, the year the 
parish was founded , and 
marked its 50th year when the 
pastor, the Rev. Roberto Baldu
celli, who became pastor in 
1959, steered the event toward 
Italian culture. 

La Festa Italiana or the Ital
ian Festival began in 1974. 

Balducelli joined the current 
pastor, Father John F. McGin
ley, for the unveiling of a state 
historic marker, as did former 
Rep. Joseph Di Pinto, now 
Wilmington development direc
tor, and a representative of the 
Delaware Public Archives. 

"It's great," Balducelli said 
with a smile. He said he never 

expected to see such a marker 
grace the church, listed in 1984 
on the National Register of His
toric Places. 

"It's awesome," event chair
man Del Grosso said. "It's the 
whole feeling for the festival." 

A carnival of food 
Food selections are being en

larged this year, with more 
seafood platters and combina
tion meals to offer more of a 
taste of Italy, Del Grosso said, 
but guests still can make 
choices a la carte. 

First time festival-goer Bob 
Pomeroy ofMarlton, N.J., filled 
bis dinner tray with stuffed egg
plant, broccoli rabe, chicken 
fingers and a salad. Italian food 
is fine in hot weather, he said, 
"because it isn't too heavy." 

Del Grosso said he likes all 
the festival food - even fish 
fried with their skin on. 

"I love smelts," be said, 
smiling. 

But organizers are taking 
the food theme in a new direc
tion, too. Adding demonstra
tions of Italian breadmaking, 
and winemaking also empha-

Conte lives in Dover and works in 
Wilmington. She said it used to cost 
her more than $23 a day to drive to and 
from work. Now she takes the bus, 
which costs $6.40 roundtrip. 

off my meager-wages is a happy 
day for me,'' he says. 

A happy day. A rare phrase in 
association with driving and 
buying gas. 

AAA ~f id-Atlantic reported 
gas averaged $4 a gallon 111 the 
Wilmington-Ney,•ark area on 

Oil prices are largely to blame for 
the surge. Crude prices shot up more 
than 13 percent late last week in their 

SCHEDULE 
Daily events include II Mercato 
or the Italian Market. Heritage 
Wall and spaghetti dinners 
nightly from 4:30-8 p.m. 

TODAY 
6 p.m.- Mozzarella-making 
demonstration 
6 p.m. - Winemaking demon
stration 
6-7:30 p.m. - Church tours 
7 p.m. - Decorative Sicilian 
breadmaking 

ONUNE 
See the complete schedule for 
this week's Italian Festival at 
www.dalawareonll• com. 

sizes Italian culture, Del Grosso 
said, as does the newest festival 
feature, Il Mercato or the Italian 
Market. 

Volunteers Marianne Mi
haly of Wilmington, Betty Di 
Clemente of Hockessin and 
Robin Nowicki of Wilmington 
went to great lengths - Italy - to 
stock the market with hand
made glass jewelry, Cipriani 
pasta, Pinocchio dolls, lemon 
cypress plants, Italian toiletries 
and hand-painted ornaments 
depicting scenes including St. 
Anthony's. 

The market also had two 
other items that proved popular. 

A pair of huge fans. 
One little boy stood in front a 

fan, turning himself as if on a 
cooling rotisserie. 

Asked if he had the coolest 
spot at the festival, he smiled, 
turning his face to the fan. 

"No," he said. "I'm just look
ing at the painted spoons." 
Staff reporter Ricardo Lopez contributed 
ro this story. 

Contact robin brown at 324-2856 
or rbrown@delawareonline.com. 
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Following the concert. a state historic marker was unveiled and dedicated at St Anthony of Padua church Sunday before festivities got under way. 
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o! llf of the archbishop's minis• sat in a circle around him. ' kiss o! peace from his consee113.. archibishops. bishops, hl'.ids of 
ters takh,g part. He Waii a s.em- Aniohbis11op Dam!D,no said that I' tors and was ·led lo the altarl· religious orders and mon.signori, 
<inary classmate of the bishop- It is a l>J.shop's duty to pass ,vuere his heaa and hands we.·e plus some 200 priests of the O1>
eiec,t. Judgement, to intell).l'et, to con• cleaned of oil and llhe d,uat cele- !ates of St. Fl\lnois do Sales, 

Then the consecrator -and the seora.~. Lo ordain, to otter sacrl• bTaUon of the mass w\ls t~e11,representa.Uves or m~ ot!her 
two co-consecratqrs, Bishop Mc- flee, to bapt.!ze, a.iid to confirm. up again. rellgfous orders o! m~ and., 
Sbe.3 and the Most Rev. Joseph T.hen he askea tihe clergy .md P reaches Sermon women, and·Qiund.re<Js of lar; pmi' 
H. 1Iodg~. a~liary bishop of pe&ple to..pr.ay for 'llbe new J)l'el· Afi:hbishop O'Hara preaclled sons filled the ~-
Rlchmot1d, Va., intonea in uni- ate and the "~de Ble1$on" the sermon between the Gospel ! Pi,ofess1on, Oatli 
son and ln a low voice. an exam- <"The Litanles of tale Saill.t.s,"l and the Creed. The proft!ss1on of falth and 
!nation which tes:l,.ed the ,blsho1>• was chanted by 1lhe obLa•te cnoir. An -offering o! lighted candles, oath of ~d~lity to :fue Pope, usu 
elect's willingness ·to abide by Dw!.blg 1lllis long Latin <tbant lQaves of bread, anti small casks I aH~ adml1U$l«ed J~t before the 

of wlne, symbolic or ancient C(>nsecratlon or a CathoUc bishop. 
"'!~~':"'""-~--..,.-:--~=-------'"'!"--·• •---- eusloms o! la)' support ot the· Wa6 taken \>Y Bishop.elect Schlot-
t. fSJ J 11 D , ,... churc):l was bandc,?d to Blsho" I terback Saturday before Bishop 

Ulk- .1956 ~,a rom U.S. '!'IAfnfl ■UIIAU Schlott'er'liack. ,.. F'J~Maurlce. It took place In the 
I 1 7~' D.t,t. -' c--'- At communion. the two ce1e- latter's private chapel at his 
~ ~ . ~ , , brants partook o! .. the same ho~\ residence. 1301, Delaw~e Ave-

- ~ • • ~ and ehalke. At :he iimo for the' nue. ·Bfahop l·il2Maur1ce, was 



[xnusic;-sirnToY, oJ:I.S'ea>a, or~ an Le'd to ,A:r<ilil>ishoP , me - oly Gb,~, Creator,'') ~. , who su:i!ferje~cµ,-=l 
~e ~oir p! .~e Obla~ o!. St · . Ii. :a -. - wh[i,~ J:oUowed, the cOitSecrator tton 'for justice' ~e, the just, I 

l'll.~l\s, ~e s~es. DgSallls l:tau, ,i B19 op S~l>L~etha* was fli.en iµ16mtea the h..ead of the ne-w 11he oha.rttable, these a.re they I 
r$s~toD;~ "'"' . ~ . ea b1 BIShOP;i McShea . a,n~ bnihop- w.Uih, boly oil S¥Jnb'iillzmtl who receive the gift of peace .... " 
_After i.h{J pro~es~10~ -i~\o S:qcLges to ArclJ'b~op Danililno the gUhs of t!he R.oli Ghost· i l'Ie ~en referred to Amoa and 1 

rt.h~ . ~ur_cb o.f tlie_ lkarly_ ,400 ~Cf~ baml lte kisse'd as _ he whl'cll ar~ sevl!n in number-~, noted tihat bohli l;\ilihoJi S'olilo1ter- : 
lpx,te& aiid 1>rei.ates. who w~.e • /,8 . • ., , dam, \Uld!lt~tancillll; a ·eo - •• • · j back· .and Altcb)oishop D3'DWJ,O 
,w,ltnesses or pfil'ttCl~, the • ~er th~ e,xaml~;;_tlC?JI, ArtjJ; fottl~d.e. ~owledge l)!et.y a:n<t were n.a~v.ea of ~ Unit~l 
r{te was begµn b~ the Most Rev. ~~P L>aml.ait~, b.esan tl1-~ <:~~- !~µ- of the Lord. . •· 1 : ~tM. "To- b'.~h ol tlfe)D," .iie 
Aseph l\{cSll~a. a100ltary b~P. qrat.m~,,<1! ~ . -an:a was Jc;nn~d • bra't ~1§ tan~ wete ,a.n:01.:.1-na I s;rfd · ••we- ple.-ltte our -nllia1Ym 
or_ 'Phlladelpliia, ,vhri p-iresentiicf rt~_ ,,..,l-~mel~i,: (Jb~t ~ -- pnlyd) ~y to"'' h1dle~ __ t.e ' tJha powpi:s_· .·, '&tve:ri_,·liba.' t'-Goi.t~. ats_liundautl, ttai,c_ ·_mq.· 
ll31Shop Sehlotterl>ack to Meli~ ~J:i,e ,.,... !>P· ,, ei;., ~y . O W.¥ ,, · e ~0 • blM. Tlie co~ecra;ted .h:indis- brlng· 1:hem ,a gri!'at -~~-"· , 
bL•lfop' B~o. .. , ~ 11:Jta.r -aUhls_ Point, ~e. ~wo were .llhen joi1ied and ~I'sMir H'e clO@il -<lli$:®rinon. b.}!', ~· 

. 'Oa1;1t.£.J:)arll'~f11a'te -~-e&. • co~tl;i,\!Ulg _smu~lbtli~- Sclllottier~a¢k placeµ tlie_l]l upon -~· 0~op Sclilotifw;~clc. '!;~ll.Y 
rt had .been,. p.iav;ned ~all' the ci~lY _unJl! int'~upteq,aiter tbe " · linen c,tpf!h susp·endedfl'om h1s Uij hand' .be. 5treng~e11ea ~ 

.p,ri~!ln~tfo~·be dime 1t1 the Mo.st enlstll:,_ -ancl th'e g~aa_nat _. -n.~ tll_r niht ba~IL .. b~ e~tell: 
1-Rev. E~o~~'·J. li71'tzM,;iurlce, ~~ ~e m:chlilsfi'.oj) went ta Te .was Jiven- objects ciliar:rc- ju;s~·e a,11d juc}g$e?t be 'thel 
b'f\illOP. of Wilmington., b11t lil$. a . small lllr_ on_e , callf!l _a "lald7 tefist.ic of bis. office: 'nhe crosifer' _pl'e»m'l!tion of 11llY -J:brone.'_". 
'anli!le_ w,is wjw:ed. an"'d ~s~Ull· i,t'ooll.' b;e,_tcit,e tlie _ (l!ifilB~ o'f. tl(e .or i;>a~oral staf!, tilie tr-ng, a1hd Dls~d CMlllolic p')Sl
able to b'e'!lr bts weight to«fay. altt1r .wtier~. ~l!I?' Si:hlo~ley, 1.lbe GQSpe-I wtiicli ".va:s ~akerf-j a_. t~. among, tihem 1lhe Com.mu-

Th'e .apostolic mandate :from back was agalll pr,es'~ted to h},ml irom his si!O'Ulders -and banded nlst~~ed:' Most Rev. Paul Yu 
Pop"e · Pius '"XIT to pet>1'onm the Sillti~ on fJhe ~vo\, ilh-e ro him w1'tlh 1.lle comrna11<i to Pin, archbls:ho-p oi .Nankln(.11 
.coiisifcratlon was read 'tiy the ~~J) set fOLtti,. the dUije-'$ ·prod!~ the \\'011d o1 God, to Chi11a, began to a~lve last n1gl1t~ 
Riv. An~~e,w A. Btrop}ly, ,nota,vy. ,!Ul(i t>o,~ !'.>f,.1, bWl.oi> while~e b4. peo~le. ' for fille co~e!:N!.•ti®. . . 1 
to 0o\rchb1sllQ'p Bil1!1.i~q_ ,11nd o~~ .c~•CQllllfl,C~lior; ~ "b~fujip,7elect '.Dli~ b1'sbop Lhen r'.ecel,~d, the ln. ~U more _tharl . a ~'c~e of 

,of ,1$ _ot the ,rch;o1Sbop1~ minis;; 's'a,~ l.ifa clrcl~~ait'9!;1lta .lµln, . ~ oC J)e'gce from bis c'onseo,i:a- a~bib1shops, bish!>J.'$, heads o.t 
1t~.rs ~ •~e. Ji;e w:is a .s~-- Ar(llhl:>1.§oop ~~ said ~f. !'ors a-iid was ~d to the altar reUgjous o~ders ani:l monsignor!, 
iruu:y classmate oii the l.'>isliob- .it is ;a olshop1s du,ty, to, v,ass %er.e _ hi! h~ad and hands were 1 

,P~ 1iOllle 200 pri~* of the ,Ob
e}e.ct. judg'emen,t, to tntei,p.ret, to con, ll>l.<?_<IJ\ea of oil ~nd tb.e:;diual cele-, 1at!Ss-_ o! St. 'Ft~ls do S;U&S, 
I Then the .consecrator :and the se01'a'fe, to ordain, to -0!:rer ~11- l,}llation oi the :mass· wias takeµ i re~:res·•µ\•es 0£ . ~ 06he11: 
,two co-c'ons:eerafor.s, :Bishop Mc- floe, to· bapfiize, and to confum, ~ »,gain. . I re~lous or~~r.i ,.~ m~ and

1
, 

Shea a11d the Most ReM. :r os-e-ph '.li'hen heo-aske'd the clei;gy ain<l Preaches Sermon I ·wQ.nten, ~d •hUll!l:l:re.ds o! .J~ l>lll'· 
,1H. Hodjes, -atntUial!Y ,ois}lop. ~f p_eop1e_ t(iiopBaY !or•tire new' pre!• Archbishop O'•H'BPa preached I sow; ml~~ ~urclh. -

1

• 

,Rtchmot(di V{l., intoned Ill Ulll· atre . ailid •lllre '"my!'Je J}leis'oti" tb:e- SE!i'mon between blre Go~,l?el , :""r4t'e'.~on. Oath 
son and in,a r6w varce an .. exam- ("Tl1e mta.lldes o!f Ule SaiJ:ild"l a·nd the Creed. '· • 'J.th'e Protess1on o! ialllh aud 
tihaUon ,wliicli 't~te<i the blShop- W8'$ chant~ by the oW;aite cholt. An_ <i~ln; of-11gnted candles, oath of ~deli~ t'o _the- Pop,e, usu-l 
elect's wlllin}IieS$ lo ab'l~~ Vy Dm,i,ng ilhis long La.till chajit foavls of bre:a(I, {lt;td small ca~ aHy administered 1ust before the 

' - - - • • • • of wlne, SY'!D'bol,lc o( ancj.~n~ C40Se~tion o'f. il Catholic Qish_ol),I 
~ = customs 9~. IJy 'sup11prt Qf (b'e "was taken ~Y BIShop-ele-ct S~nlot-

1 • • ->.Y • • • "' , • o.burc!i was, h$.n'tled t Blshop {ei,haok Saiturd;w before B·isttop 
,M· •~• ..Jvne I I .19~, D'~ra lrorn , u.s:: WfA'rHfl ■uatAU Scllfotterback: -

0 
• PiwM~·urice. lt __ t<.ro~ place~ !rl' tn:~' 

ti -~ 7·6 I O.,t. fif c.i'i~~ , At communion, the two cde-l ~aJte:r s ~rivate chapel • at rus1 
, ~ _ - .. 11 lilrants partllok of lll!e s!fllle host. resl/i~Ce-;, l~8'l_ pela\Vare Av-ea-

. , • -'fl'~ . ' • ~ ' - .ind ch.·aitce. A:t tb_e.\tiin1.e to. r the lll:J•~: ·_B.1snop. Jl•U:~_ . ipe_, __ wasl 19,5 ,r, . • '• final blessing 1n me· m~. Bish'9P d~ega~~d _ to .this,. 1/~~o,nsloruw 
lil: - ~. • .# ~ cl' .~~ Schlottli>baclt: knelt .p~ore th."e by th_e- A1)0'.stc;illc Del,,egate to, 

, -~•- .,.,," '-.: . , -~ • a.relttiishop and 1/elliitved his Sbutb~rn Afrloa: · ·1 
"/, ' - ~ , ,:",'1,, m1~l'e, 'the tall<~~ headdl'e§S ~f _· An mfor~a1 d.inni;r !or 8_,!IIUD,· 

,5 ~1~,,-~ -t'o , 17 '~ prelates► which i\•~s desctill_ ed, b~ 9_.E.tb.e ~arly anlvals< ;imong: 

~
f ~ -. ;_, ♦'2: ::: .- ii$· !\ )YllS given, a.s Jhts "belme~ Ute vis1tlng arobbls)lops and 
11 - II'~\ ''" o[ Qeiell,S'e_ and _s11l\ia~lon" _whleh ~lsllops w.a!i . • h.el'cl at tb!I ~unt 

11 . -• , ·· ' · ',. will ~e we bisli9p "for~d- '"oom-~f the Hotel.DuPont wnere 
~~-" • • • - ~ ~ ~ ail>le to the' PPJ!Pnents of trufh?' .\:hey will stay \Y.hil~ in this city.I 
~ . :0: ',. '' i,, '. S.ooJl. therea'fler, IflS~P' Sch• The ¥ery_ ~!· WUham D. Buck-

, ,.9 ·., • .· • ' lobte11b.aok WIIS ~th.rone·a on tbe ~ey, ~up~ l"l Or. of the ,Amer-
"- . ~ . \ s, • ,_ ," ; {aldiltool and the hymn ot l(latl J.>rovm-e-e of the Ob~te Or-1 

., ::.:.a:._._, ,. : .. • '~ • t , 1; thanksgiving "Te Deum" was de'r: ,as host. A. former W1lming-

\ 
6.. 7S .. ., l •• : :_ be'guri.' by ,the~oir. ' ' ,:~~·cf~e i~::~· ~o"ntiil 

,•1 - ., • - DUrlng- tJ?e' sl:ngln" of tM .. " , • 
~ . , \-' •' ,p ~, cl • • hymn ,he 'went in P.l'GC~$10tl' Ca~edt,al . Of Mon;i'd~_ -ana cha~ 
Td , • . ~ ... ' - • ·, . ~ ,vfth "B'!slior,s MeShea' and l ~In to J.>~1~<:,e fta~e11 UI tbe11e, 

E!l'd..-J..s bles"""'.. fti,e c9;,..;-re'P· also ntte1'Clled the dinnel'. ,Be wa.i 

.lfl£r. 
'ti;-

• ... &" , ""'f' 6 •1• ~.. fut$t pastor or St. A,ndfony>s p'al'-1 
,.---....,;. ti<tan .),.vJ.licll -~t~de ~\~,_ faJiier i~h foi· io:iears . 

.. ..,,.,_ an Owl.el" 11c:u,uves an~ .,..,e uun- •• .,~i. "'- • • , _1,. • 

Are A..,. (ire,ds o{ prle~ and women in B~oir , el .~~pt¢g,:i,a~)( Ill, 
P lw" religio.w orde.i:s most o.f them (lb:e ~wt .6.tnetl~ born Oblate1 
" ..,; ~?II.• ·~'Own ''.~blat.~ o! St .. ~! TJ'~J:! ,.e~pe:~~ N· - Ill Ft.anci; de Sales. uh9ugMa m.1Ji.v.e of Pbfladoop1fta, 

f o ..:. a .. "'~....,.- - ' . On his.return to the a1tar and Wilmi~on was selooted tor h!.si 
• _tl'_, ~n f ' ,.,," ... o.tt•"" : , .,, ~ ,.,. ,.,,,. a fin,al bl~ssing, lre gcnu!le?.te,d mmsooration a.Um own "1'~qu~ 
HlgJi ftimtyralurn h;.tt'".41 -' ··- . ' .__ lilliiiJ and cllan~eq. ~ a )ow voice, _ ~d beoause he was or'd-al.nod it t8le 
~ ·- - - - - ~ • " Milltos A'llili:>s'' ("Por many . a · . " , 

. . ye-ars'tJ, then np~eq it l!n a, sama.. c ureh here __ Dec. 17, 1'9, 
ondltfoii! prevail~ A. cou, l"ll;C,NI It i'h• ffounciory bot~Hli advancing cold' ,higher voice lr9m Uie mfddle or .~ i:ish~ ,~;ce~, be-j 
JiYH ,fon'cait al a qi~ wedging lt:a way un~er o ~DU or ~ ,arm at~. WARM tlje atl:iµ·. B1tQ. In 8J .still higher ao»:~~ ~ : * J;;:anl 
1 •xp•~ti,I tonight. fl<OlU. ii th-.' bouncl.r'ry liet,;'ao'l -~clv~n.clilJI ~arm ajr tQne-as )li a'pproa~'\'le8 th"e cfon- f (le o O • r us 
'ffne weai~tr, wftn -.fe'dgecl upward by•a ,m'cw of ~old aij1 <:JCGLUD~ FRC:lNT se'ln'ator, • r ,/;;hb{.dh ,,,.,, __ . , 
!center. A l'.OW ta Is 1B·• line ill;11i, whicl, a COLD FRONT has ovo,faken a )l'ol!lowing: anotiner kiss of ~. J •den.t~GJ! ~ ..,,...J r 8;:tormeifl 
In,-,, ro.in. or snow; w~'RM FtO~T' an~ ' lift•\l:;~'1.1. t~~ warmjr ~i! abov• l fi'o peace;- he recited the G,9SJ1>.e), of t:U-~ ;o~!. 'Bfsno-: ~tte~~1, 

! toward ,ta c<1,ntor. , urface. SfA'J'l~Nt.f!Y Fll,ONT 1.1 an air ni'lrs, bauncJ:art St. J'ohn to ,,close t'he ce~emony. bac'lc nol onlY ls a n¥-ive of Qhe1 
baromttric inch0>, wJ;icl, ,ltawa liOle or no m~omen'i, flau,u ,~w regio.l'ol Reters t,o t:lturgy Quake"' ·Ott 'b t t,au "t f • ,· 
,. Thlite prusuri 11,vora.Q! llf'llPlf~'II'.~· yiatorlJ.ay • ., ~~~dtdtamia 160w rai• Archbisho,p o•aa,rn·~· -serafon el'al -ii~ Ji Norbhe:~ ca°i'i!~r;J 
\1irG'ct16n at oli'oul o~ snow. Arrow• inllrcale eonoral flow !'f air. 1·efe.rJ1ed to t?e ma!estic 'llti,u:g:l l,lijh Sobool thetre largest 0 tih.· 
~ a aiiy tn wiotor. unfolded lltii; morni11{ wbicll ' ollc se!!Ondaa:Y" s~,poJ !Ji ~ 

'lloilay at '7~30 a. lit., temp'era'· We'd~jla,:, ufght OT 'l'l\1<nda,y expe~tcd ~tl' w:!~e \~:U,Uf1~h/· ui!e~i woi•ld, wttlh.--an earolil.ment of 4;-1 
~ 1'~ 61; tela~ li;wnidi\Y, $0; to tot&l 'I. Inch ox raln(alL Christ. 48,8 b.O}"S. - I 
r

lrid '<iil'ection an.a yelooUy, -- • H'e ~ th);t the inteno ation Before m i-d •• J u 1 Y • l3:i.slio,P 
W,3', and barome.ter, SQ:09, Bat~ Recovd, Tiiles 0£ ijle:, oanuicI~te, \l'as b~~ Ol!,; =~0

~:.ott.e!:t~J.;5'~~\ 
_ - . • the -~t to wlhch St. Pet~ \~IIS' l assume chaDge p! "'18 108 000-

'mre•Foreca'sts Su,n ~e i.blJ 'll\Or;alnl<' ... , ... . .. . ~!31 ,s~bjec~d b~of'e Christ. pl'\foi- s uare-Jllile vicarit1te1h11 Um ,, 
. , 5~ io;.. ~ ••cullls " .. • • .. .. • .3,~ iaed him. nbe p,:lma_ey of ~ I ~ - - • . ~ es 

»=w~bir 1.1111. mlrd t-o'htaht. sun xlu$. t<ill!.Ol!IIOW mornln11 ••• ~,a,i. Churo!) • • e me of Pen~lvai;i;a. wl~~ 

~

morrow x1lr an.d. "''"'=· i.ow ,to• sun .se~ tomorro~ evemni- .·, .... a:211 1,t a'<lfil-shil)• cO,f tl;le Cbut'eh was onlf 16,-100 Oabhl)Ucs lli _a tQQ!l. 
ib,i 58 (0 o,. IH(i;lt -.om=w 85 to a$,/' Iieiittb 0~ da'J-1{ Muro &lid 5'! min.. ·ilv"n to Sfmo'n' Petfuv the at\eb-1 ~o)5ula:~oil,.. o! ,.Sf,1000. m~. ~.e-

' - 1'•11 l c • G' • "'" ~ •""' tO·"" " '' • • • , &J'Oes' anu Cla ored" (Jnbed-~~D-l'"tr ,;Oil g I, ow ,,- •• M'wll sets ..... ~i. • • ,, • •• '· :,;' . u,, ' lsho:p Sfld . .. \vben e 11)'.iSWel'ea bloo&:l 

U" .and \\-art'l'i O:U~. , l . lltih .!~d 'LO:w Tei,ioaa\uru l .Jesu.s' questron, "Who. do men ·---+----
SC:>tl!l'BE4~ -11~¥LvANU.1lllsh .tosurdAf ••••• .. ,. . ~ 16 sav the Son of• M...1n is?" with 1 Wi.f. I C • 

~ D so~ ,Nl)\V , .7l'JR8E~-'P•lf ·~~01l- du.rill♦, L~ •lllth• ., • ... • • . u , the reply' '"Thou art tlle Christ, ' e gnores U,r\re 
r~-~ - low ibou.t- 60. Fa~r uid .... 'rm 'iljea Ai ~tarb1<1 T~ri'.il'In•l ' I the Son Qf tho livlng God.'' ?)JUI'~lT, Ju.ne.ll 111'1.-Ralpb.'1 

••ec4dll,y, 'ltl .>. M. tt]f 
1
~ t Tlfe preacher said that though Green, 28, 1;ave bls wire De.lore's, 

-, ~ '1'~~~! <l': t,t • • . : : a,$1 1h1 t St, ,Peter was far i;rom perfect, I 24, :-a driving lesson yest@dai,:. 
Fi-ve-Day Fore&ist HlsJ> IJ!fttu Toi;:o~ow r ~ j !'is reply_ down 1,900· xe.a:s _!f They ende.d up· swmiming a\\:ayj 

~t~•ll/'ii 'fllll avorq, "woU lllfb•• Lewes . .. . ·. . ..... ., ' --.- l~;,ti, $tlll llu: va1i'i! ~esl o! a eh'l',Stlan ! f~om the ear. c;;r,een told police I 

!~it~uonal 1;1.0rmal ot 71 fu t,1,~ wU'. 'l!iJm . H"!'ll!"'!): ........ 1~:a.s ~,11 jle,iidei·. _, , bis w.lte was ~ing fine until 
11\01111'.C', o&n/1 OM'. a 1>1t a.boya nor-1~'.ffi'b·a:.t ¥opt, . ......... ":it. ?:O~l Ar<;hbl.sllop O'Hara ,Spo'Jiie ()fl~t~c:anfb to ii:~ ne~ a~oon 

~ on t.h_~,._o~: An .UP•c~ I\~' l'ort, 'f!"~ "· • • . . ...... i:0• •·~91 the many spUnl,er heresies Uiat ~oinil:lg' Uic Detroit ¥acbt 
!~J~_t.hl\Jroc:il11~1/{f~ct~~ ~~P:~~Clt><::~::: li~~t 1~{ 'd,enie<i -·the !ntegdt,y o! 'Cafillortc Qlul'i. Sl!e d!dn't tlll'n: 
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Ten Jo~~nal-Every Evening, Wilmington, Delaware, Thm·sd~y, May 3, 1956 

Apostolic,-~ b~'t;uate Name'd ;t~~e!t~i~~~I:~l~'. 
0 • Dougherty, vlce rector of the 

C t 

. . ~ -f B • h El t Salesianum S.cboo1; mitre. bea:r-

Archbishop to. Pre':Jch· Ff er'1 
'v1In Ho.n,or __ of. Bishop~Elrci 

o nsec ra or OJ is op- ec !~e!w-/ohnA.Kinnlry,ofPhil-
The follo:wlng clergymen, all 

l 1 • • 

:nr. O'Hara to Give Semon at Consecraiion"8ervic, 

l . Oblates; will also participate: • 
Other Clergymen Listed pate in the mass of consecration, seph McShea, auxiliary bishop of • crosier bearer: the Rev. James 

· scheduled for 10 a. m. in St. An- Philadelphia, the birthplace of B. Donovan, of the Salesianum 
'June-11 'f-or Fat~er Ediard J. Schotterhack, 

As Participants For thony's Church, Ninth and Du- the bishop-elect. . faculty; missal bearer: ll.ev. 
. . Pont Street, was announced yes- The sermon will be preached James V. O'Neill, of the Sale- 11 

Formerly of St, Anthony's (:hurch 

Ceremony Elevatmg terday. The procession of.clergy by the Most Rev. Dr. John, F. sianum faculty; ring and glove ! Th Cath 11 chb' h f l!hilad 1 h. th Most Rev Dr 

F h S h 
· from St. Anthony's School begins O'Hara, CSC, archbishop of bearer; Rev. John B. Tye, of e , _ 0 c •ar 16 op O e P ia, e_ • • . 

at er c lotterback at 9:45 a .. m. • • Philadelphia, Philadelphia. John F. 0 Hara, will preach the sermon at the June 11 consecraho1 
Bishop Scblotterback, a for- Ministers Listed Offertory -gift bearers: Rev. of Bishop-elect Edward J. SchlbWerbac.k, former Wilmington iai 

The Most Rev. Dr. Celestine J. ~er Wilroington~an, 'h~s serv:ed Ministers to Archbishop Da- Joseph F. Ni~dermaler, Rev •. Jo- and the first American member;_ of the Oblates of St. Francis d, 
Damiano apostolic delegate of 11:1 Oblate missions. m !'frica miano at the consecration will seph Lynn, _R~v. Mario Bughosl, Sales to be raised to the hlgh rank • • 

• · . smce World War II, in which he be as follows: Masters of cere- and Rev. William O. Seelaus, all . • ' 
th_e Holy See to South Africa, was a. u. s. Army patatroop monies, the Rt. Rev. Msgr. Jo- of Wi!mlngton; and Rev. George BISh~-elec~ S~otter~ack, who is also the first to be con 
w1U be_ consecrat~r Monday when c~aplam. seph M. Corr and the Rev. P. Sliugrue and Rev. Edward F. secrated m .W1lmmgton m 59 
B1Shop-elect Edward J. Schlotter- Co-consecratox:s of Bishop-elect Charles F. Martin, both of Phil- Conlin; both of PhUadelphta. years, will return to the scene 
back u consecrated h~re as head Schlotterback will be. the :rv.i:ost adelphia, and the Rev. John J. Masters o! ceremon1es for pro- of Iris 1937 ordination as a priest, 
of the Catholic missionary Di?•I R_ev. Dr. Edm,on~ J. F1tzMaurice, McGoldrick of Washington, D. C. cession: Very Rev. ~oseph L. Mc- St. An.thony's Church at Ni.nth 
cese of Keetmanshoop, Soutn-1bishop of Wilm11).gton, who or• Chaplains to the_ consecrator: Coy and· Rev. Louis R. Mccart-! and DuP.ont Streets for t he 
west Africa. . . dained the_ bishop-elect to t~e the V_ery Rev. Philip J. Butler, ney, both of ·St. Anthony's, ceremonies. ' 

The complete list of officers priesthood m the same church 1n superior of the Wilmington Com- Churcb. . Specl-al Arrangements . 
and ministers who will partlcl- 1937; and the Most Rev. Dr. Jo- munity of the Oblates of St. Choir: Organist, Very Rev. A number of · arrangements, 

Francis de Sales, and th.e Very John A. Naulty, Superior of the emphasizi111g the unusual nature 
Rev.,J. Francis Tucker, canon af Oblate Communitf of Erie, Pa.;) of bhe occasion, have tiee'n made 
the Cathedral ·of Monaco and director: Rev. John Spragg, for the June • u solemn 'hi!rh 
chaplain to the Prince of Mon- and Rev. Alexander Pocetto, of · mass, the hour for wbloh wm be HIGH in comfort.;~ aco. • Washington. . announced lat-er. 

Processional cross-bearer to The Oblate 0hoir of DeSal~~ The consecrating prelate, .who 
the consecrator: the Rev. Fran- Hall, Washington, D. C., w1l~ will come from Rome especially low in cost 

B&O's 

uo·LUMBIAN 
Deluxe Coach 

• Strafe-Dome Piese/iner 

to 

CHICAGO 

cis X. McMa:nus, Philadelphia. sing. ________ for bhe ceremony, will be Arch-
Acolytes to the consecrator: bishop Celestine J, Dainiano, 

the Very Rev. John F. Tocik, New Power Squadron a,pootolic (papa,l) d-ele,gate to 
superior of the Oblate Commu- • . .. , • Southern Africa, the are·a in 
nity of Northeast Catholic High Offers Piloting Course: which Bishop Sdhlotterback will 
School, Philadelphia, and. the Tl r cently formed North-I have ~s missi?n. vicariat~. 
Very Rev. Aloysius J. Gaffigan, ie . e , • . Special perm1ss1on to hold the 
superior of the Oblate Commu- east River Power Squadron, a j consecration on June 11, the 
nity of the Father Judge High member of the United States Feast of St. Barnabas the Apos-
School, Philadelphia; notary, ~he Power Squadrons, will start a ! tle, wa~ given this week by the 
Rev. Andrew A, Brophy, Ph1la- - • 11 ti la on Friday apostolic delegate to the U. S. 
delphia; mitre-bearer, the Very n'i:V fii- t° ngt'eg ssill be held atl Aroh:bislhop Amleto (?i~ogna,ni, 
Rev. John F. Heckel superior of T e s mee I.D w . t Ri e.c. to the Very Rev. Wilham D. 
the Oblate Scholastic ate, Wash- 8 p.h mer bth~ Nt~ ~s Md. v • Buckley, American Provincial of 
ington, D .. C.; crosier-bearer, the Yac t bu.' tr tru ~ • urse, the Oblates, whose headqu.wters 
Very Rev. John J. Conmy, novice The asic ns c on co are in Wilmington, 
master, Oblate Novitiate, Chllds, o! lO l7ct~res, lalown _as the, Co-consecrators with Arch
Md.; book-bearer, the Rev. Law- U~PS Pllotu~g Course! IS ope~ bishop Damiano will b_e the Most 
rence A Ward Delaware City without charge to all mtereSte Rev. Edmond J. FntzMaurice, 
and- the Rev. John L. Birkenheu: perso~s over 18• Among the sub- bishop of Wilmington, and the 
er Salesianum faculty· master of jects covered are TUles of the Most .Rev. Joseph- Mc&hea, aux- : 
ce~emonies· for the faidstool, the nauticll;l road, seamanship, ai.dsl iliary bishop of Phil~deJphia. 
Rev. Joseph R. Rago, assistant to navigation, charts and pilot- I M4ster of (!ere-momes w!-11 be 
Pastor of St. Anthony's Church. ing, and ~the!S· I the Rt. R~. Msg~. Jos~ph M. Ar hb"' h J h F o•'H 
All oi the abo';; are members· of The obJectives of the United Corr of Philadelphia, ass!Sted by c 

15 
op 

O 
n • ara 

the Oblates of st Fnncls de States Power Squadrons are to tJhe Rt. Rev. Msgr. Joseph J . 
Sales. • ~stablish a, high standard ?f skillj ~cG-linn, secretary to the arch- A~tillery Reserves· • 

Ministers to Bishop m the handling and navigation bishop. : •. . 
Ministers to Bishop Fitz- of. small boats, to ,encourage the: Born m Ph1Iadelp~a Get "New Howitzer 

Maurice: Master of ceremonies: sc~ence of navigat10~.- 8:lld to co- The two co-consecratm% pre- The first three of . :18 ne• 
Rev. John A, Corrigan, pastor of operate with the. agencies of the lates represent 1Jhe two d~oceses 155_mm howitzers being shippe 

Columbian travel is luxury St Jolin's Church Milford· chap- United St ates government ll_lOSt closely _connected with the t th 763 d F . ld Art'll B • 
travel at low coach fare with 

1 
: R H ' A p u1' Sale- charged with the enforcement of life of the b1s,hop-elect. He was O • e r ie 1 ecy a 

soft reclining coach-seats ~ms: ev. enry • a Th . the laws ana regulations relating b'o.rn a-n-d eduea,ted in PhtladeI- talion °1 the Delaware Army_R, 
s1anuro Faculty , and Rev. om to v1·gaJt1on It is a nationwide phia . where his i'athe-r still· re- serves at Kirkwood Traiilin 

(reserved in advance without as J. Bygott, Philadelphia. na_ • ed" 'd \ . • • ,,- • • d • Center, near Duplinden .o\.cre 

PITTSBURGH 
AKRON 

charge). Also Lounges, Diner, Mini t , to Bishop McShea: association of boatmen d 1cated s1 ~. i1;na _wa~ oraame . ana • d 1 t ' t d I • 
s ers to th u ! af ty g od taught in Wilmington servmg as arrive a e yes er ay. 

Radio, Stewazdell!', Master of ceremonies: Rev. Dan- . e PX:Omo on ° s e • 0 • • ' , The new guns, which coi 
Sce

ft'c ndv_ent·- awn'ta you ll1' iel M Gallagher assistant pas- citizenship and good fellowship, assisl:ant paSlor at st• Ant!hony ,s $26 000 each were picked up 1 = ~ =~ = · ' . , aft all: and a faculty member at Sales1- • , -
B&O'sStrata-Dome, with:flood- tor of St. _FrancJ.s .de Sales ;h~se attending the opening an,um School. Fort Miles _by men ?f ~e. Deli 
lighm for night viewing. C~urch, Philadelphia, c ~a?· meetin will hear how they can B1shop_Scblotterback wil1 l1ave ware Military . ~1strict an 

sTAMDARDT1Me sHOWM lams: Rev.•·Edward P. ONeill, ualif g for membership in the his mission·-re•sidence in Keet- hauled to t~e tr3:mng center. 
DaylightSovinaTl,..1,1hourla,., O.S.F.S. and Rev. Thomas F. q dy macshoop a town of 5000 iil They wen slupped to .Fol 

O'Connell,. 0$.F.S., both of squa ron. . the cente1: of the South 'African Miles fron: Camp Campbe~. Ky 
Lv. Wilmlngton • • 1.5& PM Phllade!ph1a. G tt b G d t Karakul sheep district. Hls ter- ang wer~ mspected an~ fired I 
Ar. _Pin1b11rgh. • , • 11.14PM Ministers_ to Archbishop . e ys nrg :ra nae ritory wiH include part of the Fort Miles by special Arm 
A:,. Akron. • 1.45 AM O'Hara: chaplams: Very Rev. Donald G_. WiLJ.ia.ms, 1204 T ai· bleak Kalaha,ri desert, in which Or~nance , teams. Each gu 
Ar. Chicago • • • • • 7.20 AM George A. Mahoney, superior of ley '.Road, was grJld'Uated from ·I diamon-d mines and other im- \~e1ghs abf?Ut 1,300 _po:rnds an 

• Oblate Community, NI agar~ Gettysburg Co~!ege -0i:i suntlay portant ml.neral deposits • are fires a proJectile w~1ghu~ abot 
Ailt th• 11.0 Ticket Aa•nt far Falls,, N. Y., and Rev. Martin .J. with I bachelors degree in eco- located. At present, Uie former 96_ pounds for a distance of l 

detall• af "famlty Par• largczln&"• 

I • 
Consul! Tlckll A111nl, or phol)• 

Olympia 6-8204-1205 

McDonough, archdiocesan dlrec:- nomics. I Wllmir:rgtonia.n is religious sune- miles. 
tor of the Society for tl.\e ProP.a• At Gettysbur~ WUUams was a rior of tb-e Oblate mission in the ============ 
gation of the Faith, Philadelp,b:ta. ~ember of Ps1 Chi, ~Scabba:rd Diocese of Keimoes, South ~-...,,---....-v-....,.,""1_, 

M l n is t e r-s to IDsho_p-~lect lnd Bl~de, ROre difil teram, Africa. 
Schlotterback; master of cere• -wa.s .a cheerleaiier. and named a _________ /W+.."° nrRfJJ{J/iP.,, 
monies: Very Rev. Msgr. Joseph distinguished 1!lilitary student Film Program ~(IIJ..l. 
.T. Mc<;;linn, S.T.D., secretary to Ibis senior y&&r. He also js a, • ON' 1y1,fLAu:o 

·'""Phbishop of Philadelphia; member of PhirKa.ppa P.sl. social A Mental Health Week film - L /\ ~ 
. •• ~haplains: Very Rev. F. fratemlity. program, co-sponsored by the • • ,· ·1·E c.n_usr -MIX . 

, Delaware State Medical" Society :n •• 

l arid the laymen~li educatioJJ.al 
committee of the Episcopal ..Dio
eese of Delaware wil_l be held at 
Tower Hill School at 8:30 p. m,_ 
The picture, '1Into tl_l,e Dark
ness," a st.ory <!'f mental illness 
developtng ii). a you~ girl, will 
be shown ana a communtary will 
M glven )>Y Dr. Charles J.'Katz, 

. local pSY,chiatdst. There fs no 

.

1 

charge for admission. - The pub
lic is invited. 

gives: y-.~ . 1 
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1924 1949 



SAINT ANTHONY'S 
WILMINGTON, DELA WARE 

JUBILEE 

of 

PARISH AND PASTOR 

1924-1949 

desllmonlal :13anquet 
TO 

FATHER TUCKER 

from hi.I 

PARISHONERS 

FOURNIER MEMORIAL HALL 

NOVEMBER 27, 1949 .. 



(}uesls of 3lonor 

His Excellency, the 
MOST REVEREND APOSTOLIC DELEGATE 
to the UNITED STATES 

His Excellency, the 
MOST REVEREND BISHOP OF WILMINGTON 

His Paternity, the 
MOST REVEREND SUPERIOR GENERAL 
of the OBLATE FATHERS 

Monsignori, the 
RIGHT REVEREND DOMESTIC PRELATES 
of HIS HOLINESS 

The Diocesan 
PAPAL CHAMBERLAINS of CAPE and SWORD 

His Excellency, the 
GOVERNOR of DELAWARE 

His Excellency, the 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR of DELAWARE 

His Honor, the 
MAYOR of WILMINGTON 

Delaware's Junior UNITED STATES SENATOR 

Delaware's UNITED STATES CONGRESSMAN 

His Honor, the 
UNITED STATES FEDERAL DISTRICT CHIEF JUDGE 

Secretary of the STATE OF DELAWARE 

The Former AMBASSADOR to DENMARK 

The President of the INDUSTRIAL TRUST COMPANY 

pie Vice-President of FARMERS BANK OF DELAWARE 

Jlenu 

IC 

FRUIT CUP CINZANO 

GREEN AND RIPE OLIVES - CELERY IN BRANCH - SALTED NUTB 

SNAPPER SOUP al SHERRY 

SALTINES - ITALIAN BREAD - DINNER ROLLS - BUTTER 

TORTONI AL RUMME 

FILET MIGNON SAUCE FUNGHI 

MUSLIN POTATOES FRESJI GARDEN PEAS 

CmAlffl 

SALAD BOLOGNESE 

NEAPOLITAN ICE CREAM 

PETIT FOURS 



eomm111ee 
REV. ROBERTO BALDUCELLI, O.S.F.S. 
REv; N1cHoLAs D1 IENNo, O.S.F.S. 
REV. RUGGERO BALDUCELLI, O.S.F .s. 

JosEPH J. RAPUANO, Chairman 

JOSEPH A. L. ERRioo, Councillor 

DANIEL A. MATASSINO, Treasurer 

RosE BERNARDO, Secretary 

AGOSTINO FORTUNATO 

ALEXANDER PETRILLO 

JAMES V. T!GANI 

ARTHUR DI SABATINO 

JOHN MERIGGI 

EVANGELINE COFRANCESCO 

ARTltUR C. GIAMMATTEO 

THERESA MAIELLA , 

,PASQUALE DI BONAVENTURA 

LUCIA POPPITI 

FRANK PAN ARIELLO 

MATILDA R. SAMLUK 

CAROLINA VoLZONE 

Mou;y BARONE 

FRANCIS FIERRO 

DOMINICK VARI 

GIUSEPPE Rrzzo 

PASQUALE EPISCOPO 

JAMES TARTAGLIA 

BASTIANO CIOTTI 

JOHN CROCE 

1Janquel 6,rmmllf.ee 

MICHAEL A. PoPPITI Lu~Y btMEDIATO 

ALBERT A. POPPITI STEVE CANNATEUI 

ALBERT IMMEDIATO JAMES J. LA PENTA 



THE CHURCHES OF DELAWARE 

by 

FRANK R. ZEBLEY 

Author of "Along the Brandywine" 

* 

A history, in brief, of the nearly 900 churches 

and former churches in Delaware as 

located by the Author. 

1947 



On Jan. 13, 1909, the Bishop transferred the property to St. Elizabeth's 
Church. 

A few years later an addition was built, almost doubling the seating 
capacity of the 1 church. The Banning property, 809 s. Broom St. was purchased 
on Sept. 21, 1922. The rectory was established here. The second floor of the 
church building was then remodeled for school purposes. 

The corner-stone of the present parochial school was laid on Nov. 10, 
1929, by Monsignor J. J. Dougherty assisted by Father Temple. On Mar. 17, 
1940, six gold altar vases, in memory of Patrick and Elizabeth Quigley, were 
used for the first time. 

In 1943, a campaign was started to raise $150,000.00 with which to re
place St. Elizabeth's Church with a new church to be known as the Father 
Temple Memorial Church. 

The ground was broken for the new church at s. Clayton and Cedar Sts. 
on Sun., afternoon,. Oct. 21, 1945. The first spadeful of earth was turned by 
the Most Rev. Edmond J. FitzMaurice, Bishop of Wilmington. A wooden cross 
had been erected on the spot from which the main altar would rise and this 
ground was blessed previous to the ground-breaking. The Bishop celebrated 
Benediction from a wooden altar erected on the rear porch of the rectory. 
Among those present were Fathers E. J. McDonough, Francis J. Desmond, Jos. 
P. Kenny, V. Kenny, Francis S. Lynch and James M. Grant, the pastor.

As this is written the building is under roof and it bids fair to be one of 
Delaware's outstanding churches. 

Holy Trinity Polish National R. C. Church was incorporated on May 21, 
1913. They m_et in the former Olivet Church building at Chestnut and Adams 
Sts. The life of this church was very short. 

St. Stanislaus Kostka Church, R. C., is located at 7th and Buttonwood 
Sts. The corner-stone of the church was laid on Nov. 23, 1913, by Bishop 
John J. Monaghan. He was assisted by the Most Rev. Fromentine and the Rev. 
Fathers Thomas F. Waldron, Mahoney, John• S. Gulcz and Jabowiskie, the 
pastor. Large delegations of Polish Catholic societies were present. 

The church was dedicated on Mar. 22, 1914, at 3 o'clock, by Bishop 
Monaghan. He was assisted by the Rev. John S. Gulcz and the pastor, the Rev. 
Simon Nawrocki. Many members of Polish Catholic societies turned out. 

After being seriously damaged by fire, the church was rebuilt. It was 
dedicated on Mar. 22, 1925, by Bishop Monaghan. He was assisted by Mon
signor Stanislaus Wachowiak and the Rev. Martin Ryan. The Mass was cele
brated by the Rev. Anthony C. Ole�inski. Led by a band, a procession from 
the rectory, 901 e. 7th St., to the church was held. 

On July 24, 1927, the statue of St. Anna was blessed by Monsignor 
Wachowiak assisted by Father Olexinski, the pastor. 

.

St. Anthony's R. C. Church. On Sept. 13, 1924, Bishop John J. Mon
aghan appointed the Very Rev. J. Francis Tucker, O.S.F.S., as pastor of St. 
Anthony's Parish with instructions to proceed with the erection of a church. 
The parish limits included all of the Italians in Wilmington. Subscriptions 
toward the building were started in December, 1924. The first Mass was 
offered on Christmas Day, 1924, in a temporary building later used as St. 
Anthony's Hall. The church was incorporated on Jan. 4, 1925. The title to 
the church site at 9th and Dupont Sts. was acquired on Mar. 25, 1925. Ground 
was broken on Mar. 8, 1925. At 4:30 P. M. there was a procession to the tem
porary chancel. Father Tucker made a short speech as did each of the building 



committee: Ernest Di Sabitino, Alexander Petrillo, P. Del Campo and Louis 
Fidance. Father Tucker turned the first spadeful of earth using a spade trimmed 
with brown and white ribbon. He was followed by Father Fournier, O .S.F.S., 
who was followed by the committee. The earth was placed on the platform 
and all of it was carried away as souvenirs. The _spade is being preserved to 
break ground for a parish school. A Mass was then offered. 

The corner-stone of the church was laid on Sun., June 14, 1925, by the 
Most Rev. John J. Monaghan assisted by the Very Rev. J . Francis Tucker, the 
pastor. The benediction was pronounced by the Rev. John Knight, O.S.F.S. 
This was the last public appearance of Bishop Monaghan previous to his re
tirement because of failing health. On this occasion an address was delivered 
by U. S. Senator Thomas F. Bayard. There was a large parade accompanied 
by two bands. 

The first Mass was celebrated in the new building on Palm Sunday, Mar. 
28, 1926. The church was dedicated on Sun., June 13, 1926. Masses were 
offered at 6:30 and 7:30 A. M. At 9:30 a large procession formed at the 
Bishop's home, 1301 Delaware Ave., to escort the dignitaries to the church. 
Pontifical High Mass was celebrated by Archbishop Pietro Fumasoni-Blondi, 
Papal Delegate to the United States, assisted by the Most Rev. Edmond J. 
FitzMaurice, Bishop of Wilmington. At the same time, for the benefit of the 
crowds who could not get into the church, a Mass was offered outside of the 
church at a temporary chancel. A banquet was held at the Hotel Du Pont, at 
which time Ernest Di Sabitino presented to Archbishop Fumasoni-Blondi a 
golden key with a picture of the church. The Archbishop, in turn, presented 
the key .to Bishop FitzMaurice, believing that the most fitting place for the 
key was in the home of the Bishop of Wilmington. 

On Oct. 14, 1928, the Grotto of Our Lady of Lourdes was blessed by 
Monsignor J. J. Dougherty, assisted by the Very Rev. J. Francis Tucker. 

The carnivoles held by St. Anthony's Church were famous throughout this 
section. All sorts of amusements were provided, Italian dishes were to be had 
and Italian folk dances and songs were presented. 

Father Tucker's Silver- Jubilee as an ordained priest was observed with a 
three-day celebration. A Solemn Mass of Thanksgiving was celebrated on Sun., 
Oct. 4, 1936 and the services were brought to a close with a testimonial dinner 
at the Hotel Du Pont on the evening of Oct. 6. 

The campanile, or bell tower, was completed in 1938. The dedication 
will not be held until the interior is fully completed. The baptistry was com
pleted in 1943, but the stained-glass windows have not been installed, as yet. 
Work on the interior of the church is still in progress. Little by little as they 
could afford it, the first of the lateral chapels, the columns, the arches, the 
lateral ceiling, small windows and medalions have been completed. It is Father 
Tucker's idea that the work should be done through the generations, leaving 
to succeeding ones a share in the erection of an enduring monument to the 
greater Glory of God. 

On Dec. 8, 1944, the Feast of the Immaculate Conception, the Most Rev. 
Edmond J. FitzMaurice blessed a hand-carved walnut pulpit and a hand-carved 
walnut shrine of the Miraculous Medal. The pulpit was a gift of St. Anthony's 
Catholic Club and the shrine was a gift of the boys and girls in the armed 
services. Bishop FitzMaurice preached the first sermon from the new pulpit. 

Plans were announced on Feb. 17, 1946 for the erection of the Paul M. 
Fournier Memorial Hall as sponsored by the St. Anthony Catholic Club. It is 
to be located on the southerly side of Howland St., between Dupont and Scott 
Sts. It will include a~. ,auditorium, game rooms, library, kitchen and a gym-

. .. ... 



nasium. Father Fournier was the founder and the first chaplain of the club. 
Something new in ground•breaking ceremonies, in Delaware, was accom• 

plished on Sun. morning. Mar. 9, 1947, when Father Tucker, fully attired in his 
priestly garments, climbed aboard a steam shovel, snatched the levers and took 
a huge bite of earth to start the work on the Fournier Building. 

Previous to this Father Tucker, assisted by the Revs. N. Di Ienno and J.E. 
Woods after the celebration of Mass in the church proceeded to bles� the 
ground of the site. 

Christ Our King R. C. Church. This parish was designated in March, 
1926, by the Most Rev. Edmond J. FitzMaurice, Bishop of Wilmington and 
the Rev. John J. Lynch was appointed pastor. His first task was to erect the 
necessary parish buildings. On Mar. 1, 1926, Bishop FitzMaurice purchased 
land at 28th and Madison Sts. Father Lynch had a temporary chapel built on 
the s. w. cor. of 28th and Madison Sts. The first Mass was celebrated on Sun., 
Sept. 5, 1926. 

This temporary chapel was dedicated on the feast day of Christ Our King, 
Oct. 31, 1926, by Bishop FitzMaurice. He was assisted by Vicar.General J. J. 
Dougherty, the Rev. J. J. Corrigan and Father John J. Lynch, the pastor. This 
was believed to be the first church in the world to bear the name "Christ 
Our King."

At a meeting held on Jan. 2, 1927, trustees were elected and Christ Our 
King Church assumed title to the property on May 27, 1927. The contract for 
building the parochial school was awarded during the week of July 10, 1927. 
The first anniversary of the temporary church was celebrated on Sept. 4, 1927. 

The corner•stone of the parochial school was laid on Jan. 22, 1928, by 
Bishop FitzMaurice, assisted by Father J. J. Lynch. The dedication services 
were held on Sept. 9, 1928, at which time each room was blessed separately by 
Bishop FitzMaurice. A procession from the chapel to the school was held. The 
Bishop was assisted by Vicar•General J. J. Dougherty, Chancellor J. J. Bolen 
and Father Lynch. An oration was delivered by the Rev. Dr. W. A. Scullen. 
A benediction was said in the chapel. 

The convent was completed and was opened for inspection on the morning 
of May 15, 1932. It was blessed by Bishop FitzMaurice on that day. 

In July, 1934, Masses were transferred to a chapel in the basement of the 
school building and the temporary chapel was torn down. 

During the summer of 1943, the altar from the Chapel of St. Catherine 
of Siena at St. James' Protectory was installed in Christ Our King Chapel to 
be used as the Altar of the Blessed Virgin. 

The Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament, R.C., colored. This property, at 
712 Scott St., was purchased by the Diocese of Wilmington on Nov. 22, 1935. 
The house was remodeled for chapel rurposes and the garage in the rear was
converted into a tiny parochial schoo . The chapel was dedicated on May 16, 
1943, by Bishop Edmond J. FitzMaurice. 

He was assisted by the Revs. Conrad F. Rebesher, S.S.J., and James Didas, 
S.S.J. Mass was celebrated by the Most Rev. Louis B. Pastorelli, S.S.J ., and the 
sermon was delivered by the Very Rev. J. Francis Tucker. The work at this 
chapel is conducted by the Josephite Fathers. 

The Chapel of St. Theresa, the Little Flower, R. C. On Feb. 11, 1927, St. 
Patrick's Church purchased former public school No. 26 at 14th and Thatcher 

• 
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1. Name 

historic St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 
.-Sol:ltheast: cornEL 
and N~ duPont .. 

city, town Wilmington 

state Delaware code 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
-X- buildlng(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
x n/a 

of"'Wee-t? Ninth St::reet: 

Stitt~-
_ vicinity of 

10 county 

Status 
Jf._occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
_.x_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name St. Anthony.' s Roman Catholic Church 

street & number 927 North--d1:1Pont Street 

city, town Wilmington _ vicinity of 

date enterad 

• . , . I 

g I Jl ■ t lat 

New Castle 

Present Use 
_ agri~ulture 
_ commercial 
_ educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

state 

_ not for publication 

code 003 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
l religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

Delaware 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Recorder of Deeds 

street & number 4th Floor, City/County Building, 800 North French Stre.et 

city, town Wilmington state Delaware 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
D 1 C lt 1 R S N. 7486 title e aware u ura esource urvey has this property been determined eligible? _yes . :::X::::: no 

date 1982 _ federal ~ state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records Hall of Records 

city, town Dover state Delaware 



7. Description 

Condition 
-4- excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

Check one 
__ deteriorated -----X... unaltered 
__ ruins _ altered 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
-4--- original site 
_ moved date ------------=----

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Church of St. Anthony of Padua is an Italian Romanesque church built on 
the northwest corner of West Ninth and North duPont Streets. It was built in 
1926 to serve the Italian-American community located in the Westside section of 
Wilmington. It has served as a catalyst for Italian cultural pride and remains 
today as a uniquely Italian church in the city. 

The church is approximately 187 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet tall. 
It is set diagonally on the lot. The outside walls are built of an uncoursed 
rusticated ashlar stone, light brown in color. The walls are generally unor
namented except for the north wall, which is the entrance. Square pilasters 
with doric capitals form the corners of the church. Single story bays that run 
the full length of the east and west walls contain the shrines and the chapels 
of the various saints. Circular windows with 360 degree stone arches provide 
windows for the shrines. Just over the shrines, five stained glass windows with 
arched lentils form a clerestory. 

There are rose windows on both the north and south walls of the church. 
The window on the south wall has twelve petals, each depicting one of the twelve 
disciples of Jesus. 

The south wall (entrance) of the church is the most ornate facade. A por
tico over the entrance, which is based on the portico of the church of St. Zeno 
in Verona, Italy, is supported by two columns with Romanesque capitals which 
have rams' heads in the corners. Behind the columns, two pilasters with 
Romanesque capitals under two winged dragons facing away from each other frame 
the central two doors. The lintel over the doors has a terracotta relief of 
the last supper. An arched shaped terracotta relief of St. Anthony holding the 
baby Jesus is over the lintel. The portico hood has a barrel vault with an arch 
decorated with terracotta reliefs of a pair of keys alternated with a papal 
hat. The keystone of the arch has a terracotta relief of a lamb with a cross 
(symbol of the papacy). The portico hood has· a medium pitch· gable with a cruci
fix on the peak. 

On either side of the portico doors are doors with relatively plain 
surrounds. All the doors are made of bronze and feature reliefs made by 
Egididio Giaroli, designer of the doors of the Chapel of the Swiss Guards in 
Vatican City. The reliefs on the main 9oors depict important saints of the Old 
and New Testaments, while the theme of the side doors is of the life of St. 
Anthony. In one of the reliefs, Giaroli and Father Balducelli, pastor of the 
church when the doors were made, are represented as a cat and dog chasing each 
other, in reference to their frequent bickering over the designs of the doors. 
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The church has a medium pitch gable roof made of brick-red tile. The eave 
ends have a bracketed cornice and a stone cross on the peak. 

The bell tower, which is 110 feet tall, is located on the west side of the 
church and is built over the baptistry. The corners of the tower have pilasters 
with no capitals. The openings to the belfry have double arched lintels, the 
center skewback being supported by a Corinthian column with capitals similar to 
those supporting the portico. Gargoyle drainspouts provide drainage for the 
belfry. Three windows with stone arch lintels are arranged vertically up the 
center of the north, south and west facades. The tower is capped with a brick
red tile tent roof with a metal cross on the peak. 

Interior (refer to floor plan) 

Although the exterior of the building is relatively austere, the interior 
is richly decorated with art, in the form of mosaics, murals and shrine sculp
tures, done by Italian and Italian-American artists. This artwork, being an 
integral part of the church, is one of the characteristics of the Italian 
Romanesque style and it reflects the Italian heritage of the church. 

1. Nave and Vestibule 

The doors from the vestibule to the nave have stained glass windows 
depicting scenes in the life of St. Anthony. Just inside the nave is a floor 
mosaic of the coat of arms of the Oblates of St. Francis de Sales, the order to 
which Father Tucker belongs. The nave is divided into three aisles, one down 
the center and the other two between the colonnade and the shrines. 

The side walls of the nave are divided into two sections: the colonnade and 
the clerestory. The columns of the colonnade are steel posts covered with 
Scagiola, artificial marble. The columns, which have highly fanciful Romanesque 
capitals featuring a ram's head on each corner and a peacock in the center, sup
port round arches. The capitals are similar to those on the portico and 
bellfry. Above the arches is the clerestory. Between the stained glass windows 
are four black pilasters supporting three arches. The ceiling of the nave is a 
barrel vault with octagonal plaster coffers and rosettes. 
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The statue of St. Rocco is in the center, with St. Anselmo and St. Patric~ 
on either side. The bases of the statues are mounted on the rear wall of the 
shrine. The altar, which is supported by four angels representing the four 
evalgelists, is made of yellow sienna marble. 

3. Holy Rosary Chapel 

The Virgin Mary (Our Lady of the Rosary), holding the infant Jesus, is 
handing a set of rosary beads to St. Dominic on her right. On her left kneels 
St. Catherine of Sienna. The alter is made of marble. 

4. Chapel of St. Francis de Paul 

In the center of the rear wall of the chapel is a statue of St. Francis. 
Murals painted by Father Balducelli in 1946 depict the life and the miracles 
performed by the saint. On the left side wall of the chapel, the young St. 
Francis is shown with his mother visiting Assisi. The scene on the left of the 
statue shows him restoring life to three dead children. To the right of the 
statue, he is pictured restoring sight to a blind woman. On the right side 
wall, he is shown sailing over the Strait of Messina on a cloak he borrowed from 
a sailor who refused to give him passage on his boat. Because of this miracle, 
St. Francis is the patron saint of seafaring people. 

5. Chapel of the Sacred Heart 

Jesus Christ is shown appearing before St. Frances de Sales and St. Margaret 
Mary. The bronze-gilt crucifix was made by Edigio Giaroli and the altar is made 
of Carrara marble. 

6. Sodality Chapel 

This chapel is dedicated to Our Lady of Lourdes and the interior is deco
rated to resemble the grotto of Lourdes. A fountain on the right corner is a 
reminder of the water of Lourdes. In this scene the Virgin Mary appears before 
Bernadette of soulr'ious who is kneeling. 

Baptistry 

The baptistry, located at the base of the bell tower, is closed off from the 
rest of the nave by an iron grille. The baptismal font is located in the center 
of the room, which contains three statues. On the left in an alcove is a statue 
of St. Anne holding her infant daughter, Mary, the mother of Jesus. Behind the 
baptismal font is a statue of the infant Jesus with his arms held open wide to 
receive small children. To the right of the font is a statue of St. John the 
Baptist. 

I 



NPS Form 10-900·• 
(3-82) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet St. Anthony's Church Item number 7 

8. Altar of the Virgin Mary 

0MB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

Page 4 

The altar mosaic is a reproduction of the Sistine Madonna of Raphael. The 
altar, which was made in Italy by Guido Tomagnini, who also made all the other 
altars in the sanctuary, is supported by a relief of an angel on either side of 
the tabernacle. The mosaic of a dove on the front of the altar signifies Mary 
as the queen of peace. 

9. Eucharist Tabernacle 

The tabernacle contains a modern pulpit with a brass relief. 
cupola shaped hood of oak is mounted on the wall over the pulpit. 
supported by wood pilasters. 

10. Boys' Sacristy and Choir Organ Loft 

An octagonal
The hood is 

In the stained glass windows of the sacristy are scenes of the Via Crucis, 
the annual lenten pageant. Parish children who actually appeared in the pageant 
were used as models. Above the sacristy is the choir organ loft, which has a 
mural by Father Balducelli of a choir procession on the rear wall. Also in the 
loft is an antique Tucker theater organ that was originally used in the Queen 
Theater on the corner of Fifth and Market Streets in Wilmington. 

The choir loft opens toward the sanctuary. The opening has a triple arch 
supported by black Corinthian columns, repeating the design of the clerestory. 
The whole unit is surrounded by a richly-decorated Gothic arch, which also 
encloses an elaborate cast metal grille over the arches. The stone balcony has 
paneled walls and is supported by four decorated scroll brackets. 

11. Altar 

In the center of the altar is a pear wood crucifix from Ortisei, Italy. The 
backdrop of the altar is a velvet curtain which is changed to a different color 
for each of the four liturgical seasons of the Christian calendar. The altar 
surround consists of an ornate pediment supported by two black Corinthian 
columns with gold capitals. 

12. Altar Table 

The top slab is made of white and yellow streaked sienna marble supported by 
a central block of Rosso Posifisico. The altar top is supported by reliefs of 
the four writers of the Gospels - Matthew, Mark, Luke and John. 
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The vault over the sanctuary has a three million piece mosaic designed by 
Duilio Cambellotti, a Roman artist and assembled by the director of the Mosaic 
Studio in Vatican City, Lorenzo Cassio. It depicts the Virgin Mary presenting 
the Infant Jesus to St. Anthony. Overhead, the heavenly host rejoices and the 
Holy Spirit (a dove) descends on Mary, Jesus and St. Anthony. On one side of 
that scene are saints related to the United States - St. Francis de Sales, the 
patron saint of the diocese of Wilmington, and St. Frances Xavier Cabrini of 
Chicago, who had been canonized in the 194O's. On the other side are two saints 
of Italy - St. Francis of Assisi and St. Catherine of Siena. 

14. Priests' Sacristy 

Stained glass windows depict the parts of the Mass. The loft overhead is 
similar to the choir organ loft across from it. (number 8) 

15. Shrine to Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal 

A statue of the Virgin Mary with her arms outstretched is mounted on the 
wall. She has a halo of electric lights around her head. The surround i s the 
same as the Eucharist Tabernacle (number 9). 

16. Altar of St. Joseph 

The altar mosaic reflects Joseph embracing the infant Jesus. Again, the 
marble altar is supported by angels and there is a mosaic of carpenter tools on 
the front of the altar to signifiy Joseph as the patron saint of labor. 

17. Chapel of the Resurrection and Souls in Pergatory 

A statue of the resurrected Jesus holding a Christian banner in his left 
hand stands over a marble altar. On the base of the altar is a painted relief 
showing the souls of sinners being consumed by the fires of Hell. The statue 
replaced the crucifix on the main altar (number 11) during the Easter season. 

18. Shrine of St. Gabriel and St. Francis Xavier Gabrini 

Statues of the two saints are mounte~ on the wall. The altar is made of 
Rosso Alpine and sienna yellow marble and was imported from Italy. The angels 
are carved from Batticino marble. 
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Statue portrays St. Therese in heaven receiving roses from the Virgin Mary 
and sending them down to earth, fulfilling a promise she made before her death. 
Mary is holding the infant Jesus. Behind her is a cross, a symbol of the 
resurrection, with a cloth, which has the face of the crucified Jesus on it, 
draped over the arm. Three angels are on the lef~ side of the cross. 

20. Shrine of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 

A statue of the Virgin Mary holding the infant Jesus is over an altar made 
of bollocini marble. 

21. Chapel of St. Anthony 

The Chapel of St. Anthony was the first shrine to be installed in the newly 
completed church. The statue was moved into the chapel just after the church 
opened. Just above the altar is a statue of St. Anthony holding the infant 
Jesus. On the base of the altar is a statue of the corpse of St. Anthony lying 
in repose. 

22. Shrine to St. Michael, Our Lady of Misericordia and St. Lucy 

A statue of Our Lady of Misericordia is on the left; the statue of St. 
Lucy, the oldest statue in the shrine, is in the center and St. Michael is on 
the right. 

Not only does St. Anthony's Church contribute to the broad patterns of 
local history, it has great artistic ·merit as well. Architecturally, it embo
dies the distinctive characteristics of the Italian Romanesque style as well as 
being a distinctive addition to the Wilmington skyline. 



a. Significance 

Period • ' • Areas of Significance-Check and justify-below • --- - - • 
_ prehistoric __ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecture __ religion 
_ ·_ -1400-1499-- _._ archeelogy-histo,ic •- - -===- eonser-vatio'1 - - -- - _ .. law ' • __ science 
_ 1500--1599 __ agriculture _ economics _, __ _ _ literature -·-. ___ sculpture 
__ 1600--1699 __!__ architecture __ education _ military • ..lL social/ 
_ 1700--1799 _1L_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ 1800--1899 __ commerce _exploration/settlement_ philosophy __ theater 
_x_ 1900-- __ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ _ transportation 

_ Invention __ other (specify} 

Specific dates 1925 Builder/ Architect John Mulrooney 

Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

Ever since its inception, the Church of St. Anthony of Padua, located on 
the corner of West Ninth and North duPont Streets, was intended to be a focal 
point for the neighborhood it serves. This church is being nominated under cri
teria A for having fostered the cultural pride of the Italian community in 
Wilmington through the programs and festivals it has sponsored. It is being 
nominated under Criteria C because it is an excellent example of an American 
interpretation of the Italian Romanesque style and because its interior is 
decorated with murals, mosaics, shrine sculptures and other works of art by both 
Italian and Italian-American craftsmen and artists. Its architecture reflects 
the traditions and culture of the Italians of the community it serves. 

The church's Italian identity, however, is not just reflected in the archi
tecture, but also in the activities that take place under its guidance. The 
first pastor of the church, the Rev. John F. Tucker, was appointed to the parish 
because he was one of the few pastors in the diocese who spoke Italian fluently. 
He believed in encouraging Italian cultural pride and continued Italian customs 
through the church, even at a time when the Italian-American's cultural identity 
was discouraged in an effort to Americanize the immigrants. Religious pro
cessions and feasts, similar to those held in Italy, were held by the churches 
and children were taught the Italian language. 

St. Anthony of Padua, for whom the church was named, was the saint popular 
with all the co'IDillon people of Italy. Although a Portuguese national, he lived 
most of his life in Italy, and was appointed preacher to all of Italy in 1222. 
For ten years he traveled throughout Italy and France, denouncing' the weakness 
of the secular clergy and the sins of his society: greed, the luxurious living 
of the wealthy and the oppression by the politicians. He died at Padua in 1231 
and was canonized a year later. 

To most Wilmington residents, the church is best known for its annual 
Italian Festival, which was begun on a small scale in the 1920's. It features 
Italian food and Italian folk dancing, as well as music and carnival rides. The 
festival is usually held around the Feast of St. Anthony, which is on June 13. 
The carnival attracted international attention in 1979 when an Italian televi
sion network produced a special program on the festival. 
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The church has enjoyed strong community support ever since it was first 
suggested. Father Tucker's first instructions as pastor to the Italian com
munity were to raise funds and build a church as soon as possible. Most of the 
Italians in the neighborhood welcomed the proposed church and contributed 
generously to it. Fifty thousand dollars was raised in the first week for the 
church. A temporary chapel was built where the rectory is now located. This 
chapel was demolished in 1945. 

Construction of the new church began with the laying of the cornerstone on 
June 14, 1925. The design was developed by John Mulrooney of Wilmington, a 
partner in the Philadelphia architectural firm of Gleeson, Mulrooney and Burke. 

The church was built by laborers and craftsmen from the community it 
served, as were the great Gothic cathedrals built during the Middle Ages. This 
similarity was intentional and is seen in other aspects of the construction of 
the church. Father Tucker wanted each generation to make an improvement or 
addition to the church and thus share in its construction. 

The general contractor, Ernest DiSabatino, was very active in the church 
and was awarded the Papal Cross 'Pro Ecclesia et Pontice' by Pope Pius XI in 
1930 in recognition of his work for the welfare of the community and for the 
church. Other local businesses contributed to the building of the church: 
Alexander Petrillo & Co. did the exacavation and stone work; F. Giovannizzi & 
Sons did the exterior limestone trim and interior marble work; Pasquale Mongillo 
built the first main altar; Artificial Stone Co. (owned by Arthur Pavoni) pro
vided the tile and cast stone trim; and Agostino Fortunato Co. did the carpentry 
work. 

The first mass in the new church was held on Palm Sunday, but was not 
formally dedicated until June 13, 1925, the Feast Day of St. Anthony. However, 
the church was far from complete. By ·1930, the steel columns on either side of 
the nave were transformed into scagliola (artificial marble) columns. The bell 
tower was completed in 1938. The stained glass windows were installed between 
1940 and 1943. In 1944, a new pulpit, sanctuary furniture, and altar steps were 
installed. 
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In 1946, Father Roberto Balducelli, St. Anthony's first Italian priest, 
painted murals in the choir organ loft to the left of the altar depicting a 
choir procession, and in the chapel of St. Francis de Paul depicting the saint's 
arrival in Assisi and three miracles he performed. Father Balducelli used 
parish children as models for the murals. 

The ceiling of the nave became a barrel vault with plaster coffers and 
rosettes in 1948. A three million piece .mosaic depicting the Virgin Mary pre
senting the Infant Jesus to St. Anthony was commissioned by the church in the 
late 1940 1 s to cover the sanctuary arch. It was designed by Duilio Cambellotti, 
who worked on the doors of St. Peter's Cathedral in Rome, and made by the direc
tor of the Mosaic Studio in Vatican City, Lorenzo Cassio. It was imported in 
sections from Italy and installed by Father Balducelli and two assistants. 

The sanctuary was changed in 1962 to bring it in line with the liturgical 
changes made by Vatican II. The pulpit was replaced by a new lower one and the 
altar was moved forward so that the priest could say mass facing the 
congregation. 

In 1973, Egidio Giaroli, the Italian sculptor who designed the doors of the 
Chapel of the Swiss Guards in Vatican City, designed the doors depicting the 
beatitudes and the glorification of Christians in heaven. 

St. Anthony's Church remains the hub of the Italian community of Wilmington 
and has kept its Italian character along with the community it serves. In the 
1920 1 s, it was a monument to the growing influence of the Italian community and 
is today a unifying force for the community. 
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BEGINNING at the intersection of the westerly side of duPont Street with the 
northerly side of Ninth Street; thence westerly along said side of Ninth Street 
to its intersection with a line being 135 feet east of and parallel to the 
easterly side of Scott Street; thence northwardly along said line to its inter
section with a line being 110 feet north of and parallel to the northerly side 
of Ninth Street; thence westwardly along said line to its intersection with a 
line being 70 feet south of and parallel to the southerly side of Tenth Street; 
thence eastwardly along said line to its intersection with a line being 100 feet 
west of and parallel to the westerly side of duPont Street; thence southwardly 
along said line to ,its intersection with a line being 170 feet north of and 
parallel to the northerly side of Ninth Street; thence eastwardly along said 
side of duPont Street to its intersection with the northerly side of Ninth 
Street; said point of BEGINNING. 

This boundary provides for a small area around the church. However it is designed 
to exclude the post-1950 buildings that have been built on the same block as the 
church. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(3-82) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form , 

Continuation sheet Item number-

HALLWAY 

II 

JO 
@ 

SANCTUARY I!/ 

@] 

p 15 /6 
S/O£" t.NTR}.NC£ 

0 0 

7 17 
0 0 

6 18 
0 Lu 0 _, 

lJ) 

~ 

CONF'ESSI0NAL C0NF[SS I0NAL 

0 0 
"-I L.J 

5 .... -.l 
/ 9 ~ NAVE 

~ 
q cl. 

0 r-
'-' 

CONF[SSICiVAL CONFESSIONAL 

I);: 

0 I., 0 .... 
<: 

4 4.1 20 V 

0 0 

3 J./ 

0 0 

2 22 

DRAWN BY : ALAN HAWK 1qa3 
.0 ORTICIO 

0MB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

Pa9a 

StOE £. NTR,i,'iC 1£ 

I\J 

Jt 

ST ANTf-..lONY'S 
R. C CHURCJ.J 

FLOOR PLAN 
NOT TO SCALE 



--- ------------ - --

l ,f y C ~ 0 V IV I) 

AYCAOVND 

3 

HOWLAND 

W.BW 

l ,~ 

: - . .. .. r1· y.,, p, r £ .., .,. 

r 
t, 
u 
!/) 

z 

. 
' 

er• 

• r, 

• ~- .... -~T. . . 
: . . 
' ~! 

rt! 
~: 
"': 

V 
~ 

v. 
• & 

p. 'I-

,, 

g 
n 
fd 

/'7ZJ I 

. . ... . .!'. !'!, I'./:'/- - -: - ... -~ . .. -:··~ : .. ... . . ......... .. . ... . . - .,_ . . 
,.., ,. ... ,.6 ft' P1 , r •• • 'J- • •••~: . ... ... : ........... . -

- 1.-e--- -- -, 
j 

! 
IY ~•::.:r~ff., ;v3/ .. 1 
., ~ ,-• •~ C'~ 'I"' I 

I P " h J r r I 
L L .f ."'J 

~ 

r 
z 
~ 
:) 
a 
z 
I 

:;.:~:.m .. f~~~~~•••••••---~••••+------se--•• 

·•·,----

. 

I .... _,: 
ofV "1N :i:._ "; Ir"'. Pin . ·--··-...... ~ .... , .. .,. .. ... --- ·-•-:-·--.... 

rN. ~ 

ST ANTHONY'S 
SANBORN MAP 

ROMAN 
1979 , 

CATHOLIC 
map 49 

CHURCH 

.. • ... !)( A.L [ Of r c[ T 

·~..::d=:: : -:-.:-_ j i 

s 



C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 
C 



il0 

il0 

310 

110 

"': 
0, 
N 

100 

0, 
.,; 
"' 

"' "' 0 ..., 

0 
N 

ST. ANTHONY'S R. C. CHURCH 

9TH AND DUPONT STREETS 
(/) 

1-
u, 

I
lo 
0 
u, 

"! 
a, 
N ..., 

"' ai 
0 ..., 

2 
N 

90' 

135' 

151 

330 

1.0TH ST 
.. 

... ... 

0 ,... 

9TH 
330 

ST 

.. 
0 ,... ... 

14.8 

1-
z 
0 
Q. 
::::, 
C 

"'0 
t---+---1-4.5-1(\J 60 

14.3 

DECEMBER 1983 

~====;=p===;::~ .......... ----l 

r= 
(/) 

_J 
_J 

0 W 
1-,--=,,~.......,,-=.. ...... "'--1 s 

"' I'-

16 22 

130 

0 
0 

"'u 
I'- ~ 

22 16 

g 75~ 



WASO Form· 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 
New Castle County 
DELAWARE 

D resubmission 
D nomination by person or local government 
D owner objection 
D appeal 

Substantive Review: □ sample 

Reviewer's comments: 

D request 

Nomination returned for: __ technical corrections cited below 
__ substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

Working No. APR 4 1984 
Fed. Reg. Date: =~0/::::.;...:u...::..... ___ ~~---
Date Due: .s;J._ R 

A ion: __ ACCEPT ---~C-ct!.'=+-a.../-'----
tere in t 8. __ RETURN 

}l :t1onal Begi-atst'I_ REJECT -------

Federal Agency: ___________ _ 

□ appeal D N R decision 

Recom./Criteria ___________ _ 
Reviewer _____________ _ 
Discipline _____________ _ 
Date _______________ _ 

__ see continuation sheet 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? 

7. Description 

Condition 

D excellent 

Ogood 

Dtair 

0 deteriorated 

0 ruins 

0 unexposed 

Dyes Ono 

Check one 

0 unaltered 

D altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

D summary paragraph 
0 completeness 
D clarity 
D alterations/integrity 
D dates 
D boundary selection 

Check one 

D original site 
D moved date _______ _ 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

0 summary paragrafh 
0 completenes~ r'k:: H'iA 
0 clarity 
0 applicable criteria 
0 justification of areas checked 
0 relating significance to the resource 
0 context 
0 relationship of integrity to significance 
D justification of exception 
D other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property ______ _ 
Quadrangle name _____ _ 

UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

□ Maps 
D Photographs 
D Other 

date 

local 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to-----------------------------

Signed __________________ _ Date------------ Phone; ___________ _ 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 



.. 

St Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 
Facade from SE corner of 9th and 
Dupont Sts. 



Roman Catholic Church 
9th St. 



St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 
Terra-cotta Relief of St. Anthony 
holding baby Jesus. Located over 
main doors on the south facade. 



St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 
Cast stone reliefs,and belt courses 
to the left of PDrtico on south facacre. 



St Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 
Main doors on the south facade of the 
church. 



St Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 
~ave: from the sancturary 



St Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 
Nave: wall detail showing colonade and 
clerestory 



St Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 
Nave: clerestory detail showing 
pilasters, ceiling coffers, light and 
stained glass windows 



St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 
Nave, colonade capital detail 



t 

St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 
Nave: confessional detail 



st·. Knthony' s Roman Catholic Church 
Nave: Shrine to St. Anthony (21 on 
floor plan) 

-=:,.;_,a,__ 



St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 
Nave: Shrine to Our Lady of Miracul
ous Medal. (15 on floor plan) 



St. Anthony's Roman Catholic 
Sancturary from Nave 



• 
St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 
Sancturary: Boy's Sacristy and Choir 
Organ loft. (10 on floor plan) 



St. Anthony's Roman Gatholic Church 
Sancturary: Alter Table (12 on floor 
plan) 



St. Anthony's Roman Catholic Church 
Sancturarya Altar (11 on floor plan) ~----------~--..___ __ 
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Castle Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. K24, pp. 135, and 136; vol.Q24, p. 527; vol. D27, p. 
101; vol. N37, p. 502. 

118. ST. STANISLAUS KOSTKA'S PAROCHIAL SCHOOL, 1914--, 8th and Locust Sts., 
Wilmington. 

Organized 1914 by Sisters of the Felician Order. Until November 1915, when a permanent 
convent was established at 709 Buttonwood St., the school was attended by Sisters of the same 
Order from St. Hedwig's Parochial School (entry 99). First school conducted in several converted 
frame dwellings on the present site, 1914-21. Present building dedicated 1921. A two story brick 
structure. 

Attendance record, 1914--, card file. Kept in school office in charge of the Sister Superior. 

119. HOLY ROSARY PARISH, CHAPEL OF OUR LADY OF PROMOT SUCCOR, 1921--, 
Seminole Ave. and Philadelphia Pike, Claymont. 

Organized 1921. Incorporated 1922. Name suggested by an unknown person who contributed 
toward the erection of the church. Building dedicated in 1922. A one story frame structure with a 
cross over the entrance. First settled clergyman, Rev. Francis X. Fitzpatrick, 1921--, educated at 
Holy Cross College, Worcester, Mass.; Mount St. Mary's Seminary, Emmitsburg, Md. 

Minutes, 1921--, 2 vols.; Register, 1921--, (baptisms, including record of first communions), 1 
vol.; (confirmations, including record of first communions), 1 vol.; (marriages), 1 vol.;(members), 1 
vol.; (deaths), 1 vol.; Financial, 1921--, 2 vols.; Sunday School, 1921--, 2 vols.; at rectory, 
Philadelphia Pike. Records of incorporation and deeds: New Castle Co. Recorder's office, Deeds 
Record; vol. C30, p. 235; vol. W30, p. 318; vol. 137, p. 31. 

120. ST. FRANCIS HOSPITAL, 1932--, 8TH and Clayton Sts. Wilmington. 

Organized and incorporated February 2, 1923 through the efforts of the late Rt. Rev. John J. 
Monaghan, then Bishop of Wilmington, and conducted by the Sisters of St. Francis. The funds to 
erect the hospital were secured through the subscriptions of members of the various parishes in the 
Diocese. The hospital is supported in part by the Diocese. Although a Catholic institution , people of 
all creeds are admitted. A private chapel is maintained for the Sisters and nurses. Rev. Lawrence W. 
McCarthy is chaplain. Main building dedicated 1924. A new wing added and dedicated 1938. The 
building of stone construction is three stories. Wing also three stories. A bronze tablet on wall of lobby 
contains names of founders. The ground on which the hospital is situated covers an entire city block; 
yth to 6th and Clayton to duPont Sts. 

Register (baptisms) 1924--, 1 vol.; in hospital office. Records of incorporation and deeds: New 
Castle Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record: vol. Q31. p. 298; vol. Z32, p. 556; Certificate of 
Incorporation; vol. 017, p. 297; vol.N43, p. 221. 

121-122. ST ANTHONY OF PADUA PARISH, Wilmington, 1924--, 

121. ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA CHURCH (Italian), 1924--, 9th and duPont Sts. Wilmington. 

It was organized in 1924 by Rev. J. Francis Tucker as the National Church 



for the Italian people of Wilmington. From 1924 to 1926 services were held in a frame chapel on 
present site. The building is still used for social affairs. The present church was opened and 
dedicated in 1926. It is a one story stone structure of Lombard-Roman architecture. A Camanile 
added in 1938. The church is built diagonally, according to Italian tradition. Over the main door is the 
coat of arms of Oblates of St. Francis deSales. Sermons are in Italian at early masses, English being 
used at others. First settled clergyman, Rev. J. Francis Tucker, 1924--, educated at St. Mary's 
College Baltimore, Md. and Rome, Italy. 

Minutes, 1924--, 1 vol.; Register (baptisms, including record of converts, confirmations, 
including record of first communions, marriages, deaths), 1924--, 1 vol.; Book of Announcements, 
1924--. 1 vol.; Requiem Mass Record, 1924--, Burial Permits, 1924--, 1924--, yearly form; Financial, 
1924--, 1 vol.; Sunday School, 1924--, 1 vol.; at rectory, 926 N. duPont St. Records of incorporation 
and deed; New Castle Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. F33, p. 188; vol. L33, p. 444. 

122. ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA KINDERGARTEN, 1933--, 9th and Scott Sts., Wilmington. 

Organized 1935 and until January 1938 was conducted by lay-teachers. Since that date the 
school has been conducted by four members of the Sisters of St. Francis and two lay-teachers. Only 
children of kindergarten age attended. The building in which the kindergarten is held was formerly 
Public School 11. A two story brick structure. 

Records combined with those of the church. 

123-124. CHRIST OUR KING PARISH, Wilmington, 1926--. 

123. CHRIST OUR KING CHURCH, 1926--, 28th and Monroe Sts., Wilmington. 

Organized in 1926 as an outgrowth of St. Patrick's Church (entry 93). From 1926 to 1927 
services held in small stucco chapel, at 28th and Madison Sts. The church was incorporated January 
2, 1927 and the school which contains the present chapel was erected. First settled clergyman, Rev. 
John J. Lynch, 1926--, educated at St. Charles' College, Ellicott City, Md.; St. Mary's College, 
Baltimore, Md.; North American College, Rome, Italy. 

Minutes, 1926--, 1 vol.; Register, 1926--, (baptisms, including record of converts), 1 vol.; 
(confirmations), 1 vol.; (marriages), 1 vol.; (deaths}, 1 vol.; First communions, 1926--, 1 vol.; Parish 
Census, 1926--, card index; Burial Permits, 1926--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1926--, 1 loose-leaf vol.; at 
rectory, 414 W. St. Sunday School, 1926--,1 vol.; in possession of Sisters of St. Joseph's, 29th and 
Madison Sts. Records of incorporation and deeds: New Castle Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; 
vol.. M34, p. 593; vol. 835, p. 56; vol. C35, p. 841 vol. N35, p. 60; vol. P35, p. 421; vol. 136. p. 127. 

124. CHRIST OUR KING PAROCHIAL SCHOOL, 1927--, 28th and Monroe Sts. Wilmington. 

Organized 1927 in charge of Sisters of St. Joseph. Present building dedicated 1927. A two story 
stone structure. Basement of School is used for church services. 

Attendance record, 1927--, card file, in school office in charge of Sister Superior. 
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