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Greetings: 

Buttonwood Colored School 
111 Buttonwood Avenue 

New Castle, DE. 19720 

On behalf of the Board of Directors and the members of Buttonwood Colored 
School Restoration committee and its alumni, I would like to welcome you to our 
Open House. Without your support this event would not be taking place. 

This event will provide the Buttonwood School alumni along with our guest and 
supporters the opportunity to celebrate the opening of an historic landmark. 
This historical building will be both a museum, and community facility. So let us all 
celebrate knowing that each of you has played an important role in this successful 
endeavor. I would like to send special greetings to Mrs. Dollie Speights one of our 
grade school teachers. 

I would like to thank the committee for an outstanding job. Also I would like to 
thank those businesses, individuals and officials who placed ads in this booklet. 
A special thanks goes out to Charolette Gilbert, Norman Spector, Hagley Museum, 
Russ Mc Cabes, New Castle, County, Native Americans, Senator Margaret Rose 
Henry, friends and supporters like you. 

This associations hope that you enjoy this opening while learning something about 
The African American and Education. It is also our hope that each of you will 
continue to support and attend all of the future affairs. 

Please know that you are welcome to make comments, add to our museum, donate 
pictures and monitorial gifts. Once again on the behalf of all of us welcome and 
enjoy. 

Sincer~l~() 

~~ Teel ~etty 
President 



Buttonwood Colored School 

11 Buttonwood Avenue 

New Castle, DE 19720 

The Buttonwood's Mission is to provide a 

much needed center that will go towards 

important programs and services to 

improve the quality of life for residents in 

the Buttonwood community and 

surrounding areas. 



Program 

Introduction of Native American Bless;ng Dance 

God Bless America 

Ribbon Cutting 

Welcome and Introduction 

Mistress of Ceremony 

Invocation 

Our Delaware 

Recognition of Dignitaries 

The Negro National Anthem 

Remarks 

Reading of Sylvester Woolford'~ Letter 

DuPont Song 

Benediction 

Unveiling of Historic Marker 

Reception 

Eugene Petty 

Teel Petty 

Professor Jeanne Nutter 

Rev. Aaron Moore 
Mana Christian Fellowship Church 

Led by Marselina Petty 

Anne Farley 
Community Services 
General Manager 

Ref. Aaron Moore 

Christopher Coons 
New Castle County Executive 

Larry English, Jr. 

Henry Chesholm 

Rev. Albert C. Gaither, Jr. 

Russ McCabe 
Delaware State Archives 



Sylvester Woolford 

Sylvester Woolford graduate from West Chester Normal School began to teach at 
the Buttonwood Colored SchooJ. Sylvester was a graduate of the Buttonwood 
Church School held in the Buttonwood Methodist Church. 
At this school every weekend the desks had to be moved and chairs put up for 
Sunday Services Sylvester was one of the young men that helped with this task. 

This school was cold in the winter because of these conditions at the age of 13 
Sylvester decide to write to Mr, Pierre du Pont for a new school. It was in the year 
of 1934 that Sylvester begin to teach in a school he had wrote and dreamed about. 
Sylvester was responsible for 24 children in grades 1-4. Mr. Coulbourne, the 
principal, taught grades 5-8. • 

Sylvester was promoted to principal in the early 50's when Mr. Coulbourne retired. 
In 1956 Sylvester became principal at the Booker T. Washington School in New 
Castle, DE. Sylvester taught at several other schools in the area during his career 
and developed a specialty in teaching special education students. 

Although Sylvester retired from teaching in 1974, Sylvester continued to service his 
community through many hours of volunteer work. Sylvester went on to do a 
greater work on. Although Sylvester is no longer with us in the flesh his spirit will 
be with us forever. 



James Coulbourne 

Buttonwood School started out in the Buttonwood Methodist Church with eight 
grades. James was the principal teaching grades l - 8. Conditions were very poor in 
this church school desks had to be moved and chairs put up for Sunday services. 
The room would be damp and cold until a fir was start by James. Some time James 
would have to set up the classroom himself. 

Since there was only one room each group met for a half day. Around 1934 another 
room was added with a kitchen and another teacher. James was a good cook and 
would prepare a hot lunch for the children to enjoy for this was one of the duties of 
the teacher in charge. 

James had a hand bell to ring to get the children' s attention during recess and at the 
beginning of school to start the day. During the school year the 3 R's were taught 
along with spelling bees, Marching to music, games special days (duPont Day) May 
Day field trips the list goes on and on. 

James was a songwriter. He wrote the "duPont Song" in honor of Pierre S. and 
Alfred I. DuPont. This song was sung in colored schools thought out the state of 
Delaware. James retired in the early 1950's leaving a great legacy for all to enjoy 
generation after generation of student's 



OUR DELAWARE 

First Verse: 

Oh the hills of dear New Castle, and the 
Smiling vales between. Where the com 
Is all in tassel, and the meadowlands are 
Green; Where the cattle crop the clover, and 
Its breath is in the air, While the sun is shining 
over our beloved Delaware, 

CHORUS (follows each verse) 

Oh our Delaware, Our beloved Delaware! 
For the sun is shining over our beloved Delaware. 
Oh our Delaware our beloved Delaware! Here's 
The loyal son that pledges Faith to good old Delaware 

Second Verse: 

Where the wheat fields break and billow, in the peaceful 
Land of Kent. Where the toiler seeks his pil1ow, with the blessings 
Of content: Where the bloom that tints the peaches, Cheeks of merry maidens 
Share and the woodland chorus peaches a rejoicing Delaware. 

Back to Chorus 

Third Verse 

Dear old Sussex vision linger, of the holly and the pine, of Henlopens 
Jeweled finger, flashing out across the brine; Of the gardens and the hedges and 
The welcome waiting there for a loyal son that pledges Faith to good old Delaware 
Back to Chorus 

Fourth Verse 
From New Castle's rolling meadows, through the rich fields of Kent. 
To the Sussex Shores hear echoes of the pledges we now present 
Liberty and Independence we will guard with loyal care, and hold 
Fast to freedoms presence, In our Home state Delaware. 

Chorus 

Oh our Delaware! Our beloved Delaware for the sun is shining over 
Our beloved Delaware. Oh our Delaware Our beloved Delaware 
Here's the loyal soJJ that pledges Faith to good old Delaware. 



DUPONT SONG 
... Dedicated to the Schools and Roads of Delaware 

W,,,,; • J.Jtd cnusic by J. MATTHEW COULBOURNE Arranged by F. A. CLARK 
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LIFT EVERY VOICE AND SING 

Llft every voice and sing. / 
Till earth and heaven ring, / 
Ring with the harmonies of liberty; 

• I.et our rejoicing rise 1 

High as the list'ning skies, 
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea; 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
Facing the rising sun r· 

Of O!,lT new day begun. 
Let us march on till victory is won. 

Stony the road we trod, 
Bitter the chast'ning rod, 
Felt in the day~when:h~;1.:mbom had died; 
Yet with a stemiyl~t. 
Have not 01:1r weary feet· • 
Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come treading our path through the blood of the 

slaughtered. -
Out of the gloom'y past, 
Till now w·e stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

: God of our weary years, 
: God of our silent tears. 
IThou who hast brought us thus far o·n the way; 
Thou who has by Thy might 
l.ed us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray; 
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee, 
lest our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 

• ~ Shadowed beneath Thy hand 
• •• May we forever stand, 
•• True to our God. 

• • --··· ·.::.1 ru,~.10 our Na"tive-~ · 

James Weldon Johm;on 
Music: John Rosamond Johnson 

I 



JAMES M. BAKER 
;i.tAYOR 

~\\~ of ~ilmi1rs1alt 
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November 8, 2007 

Ms. Teel Petty 
Chairperson 
Buttonwood Civic Association 
44 DuttonvvooJ A:vt:nuc 
New Castle, DE 19720 

Dear Ms. Petty: 

•yn·o~• 
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~ t. ~ 
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LOUIS L . REDOING - CITY /COUNTY 8UJLOING 
800 FRENCH STREET 

WILMINGTON.DEL.AWARE 19801-3537 
TEL:302•57&2100 
FAX: 30.2.-571-4 I 02 

Thank you for yonr kind invitation to attend the opening of the newly renovated Buttonwood 
Colored School. Although I will be unable ·to attend due to several previously scheduled 
commitments, please know that I appreciate and understand the historical significance of the 
school. 

J wish to thank yon and all members of the Buttonwood Civic Association for your efforts to 
restore this community treasure. Due to your perseverance, our young people will learn to 
appreciate the struggles of their ancestors and v.1ill hopefully strive for excellence in their daily 
Jiyes. 

Again, thank you for the invitation. l wish you much success with the grand opening. 

Very truly yours, 

- /4 , ,I< la 
esM. B~r --

yor 

• I • 

. ·••, . 



L{laehirs that taught at thi Suttonwood Co1orid 

~ehool 

Jamis Coulbourni 

~ylvi£tir Woolford 

®ollifl ~piights 

Mrs. east{lrling-Pinkn{lg 

tlfllin kopman 

tlrt and music tiachirs, nam{ls unknown 



THIS SOUVENIR BOOKLET IS DEDICATED TO 
ALL THE DECEASED ALUMNI TEACHERS, AND 

ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS 

Author unknown: 

NOW IS THE TIME 

We are but minutes little things 
Each one furnished with sixty wings 
With which we fly on unseen tracks 
And not a minute ever comes back. 

We are but minutes use us well 
For how we are used we must one day tell, 
Who uses minutes has hours to use. Who 

Loses minutes whole years must lose 

Time is ours but for a season it cannot be 
Stored up, brought back, slowed down or 
Hurried up. May we be ever mindful of 
The important of the great gift of time 

May we use the gift wisely 





In Loving Memory 

Of 

George Pennington, Jr .. 

Sunrise 

February 14, 1930 

Sunset 

January 16, 2006 



African American Schools Completed 1922 1925* 
New Castle County Kent County Sussex County 

Christiana Blanco Blackwater 
Claymont Dover High Bridgeville 

Delaware City John Wesley Frankfort 

Hockessin Lockwood Friendship 

Marshallton Milford Hollyville 

Matthews Corner Raymond's Neck Laurel 

Odessa Sandfield Lewes 
Port Penn Smyrna Millsboro 
Kirkwood Union Milton 

Middletown Willow Grove Nassau 

Newark Williamsville Rabbit's Ferry 

Newport Berrytown Seaford 
Summit Bridge Blackiston Selbyville 
Ebenezer Brownsville Warwick#l 
Green Spring Clayton Greenwood 

Iron Hill Dover Williamsville 

Lee Chapel Harrington Blocksom 
Mount Pleasant Kenton Concord 
Taylor's Bridge Parker's Chapel Warwick #-2 

St. George's Reeve's Crossing Georgetown 
Buttonwood St. Joan's Neck Portsville 
Williamsville\Bethesda Viola Ross' Point 
Townsend Mt. Olive Slaughter Neck 
Booker T. Washington Whiteoak Trinity 
Bethesda Colored Woodside Ellendale 
Wilmington Carlisle Lowes X Roads 

Owen's Corner 

Rehoboth 

Drawbridge 

Middleford 
Roxana 
Delmar 

Lincoln 
*Delaware School Auxiliary Association Progress of Schools, 1922-25, P .S. dupont Papers. 



IN REMEMBERANCE 
OF 

REOLA, TESSIEBELL, TRUMAN, 
WILLIAM, CYRUS, LUTHER AND 

LULA HARRIS 

FORMER STUDENTS OF BUTTONWOOD 
SCHOOL 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 

BUTTONWOOD RESTORATION 
COMMITTEE 

THE HARRIS- TWYJ\llAN FAMILY 



The Family of 
Sylvester E. Woolford, Sr. 

Congratulates the 
Buttonwood Civic Association 

and the Buttonwood Community for their 
successful efforts in restoring the historic 

Buttonwood School 
"A Symbol of Pride" 

May the legacy of this community and institution 
continue to inspire African-Americans of a.II ages. 

Grace Saunders Woolford 
Leila Woolford Holmes 
S.ylvester Woolford, Jr. 

Dr. Aliya Holmes 
George, Darya, Skylar, Sydney & Solomon Holmes 

Edward & Brian Woolford 



!li1_}~~olbv 
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d .dalby architect is proud to be the architect for the 
renovations of 

the historic Buttonwood Colored School. 

It is an honor and privilege to be a part of this 
"symbol of pride". 
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Buttonwood United Methodist Church 
34 Buttonwood Avenue 

New Castle, Delaware 19720 

Reverend Albert C. Gaither, Jr., Pastor 

~ Mission Statement~ 
As the Body of Christ, we the members of Buttonwood United Methodist Church believe ij:iat c 
mission is to build a bridge that links this church and.this community together;. . ~ 



THE 

Congratulations from the Baha'is 
in New Castle County 

to the Buttonwood Civic Association 

on the Grand Re-Opening of the 

Buttonwood Colored School 

an historical landmark and symbol of community pride 

More than 100 years ago, 
Baha'u'llah, the Prophet-Founder of the Baha'i Faith penned 

these words-

"The well-being of mankind, its peace and secw:it)r-, a.ire unattainable 

unless and until its unity is firmly established." and "The earth is but 

one country, and mankin<l its citizens.n 

The Baha'i Faith 
New Castle County North 

Roger Blaine, Secretary 
210 McCalhnont Road 
New Castle, DE 19720 

(302) 427 -4017 

www.bahai.us 



JOSEPH M. REDA 
COUNCILMAN FIRS, DlSTRlCT 

Loni.• L. Reddin~ Ciry/Coonry Boildj,,£ 
800 rt. French SITce!, &th floor 
Wl rrni'ngloa, Delaware 1980 l 

Office: (302) J95-~:l4! 

CHRlSTINT:: H. RO!.lf'.RTS 
Legislari ve Afde 

Office: (302) 395-836) 
Fax; (302) 39$-8385 



CONGRA ULA TIONS 

BUTTONWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

"NOTHING SUCCEEDS LIKE SUCCESS" 

FROM 

THE PINKETT FAMILY 
*JOSEPH H. AND LEONA M. PINKETT, SR. 

*DECEASED 

BARBARA PINKETT HICKS 
JOSEPH H. PJNKETT, JR. 
BERNARD A. PINKETT 
WARREN M. PINKETT 
JEROME H. PINKETT 
*TYRONE J. PINKETT 

GILBERT L. PINKETT, SR. 



TO THE JJUTTOJVWOOD CIVIC 
ASSOCIATION 

CO!-IGRATULATIONS! I 

BE GLAD .A..ND REJOICE 
FOR THE L ORD HAS DONE GREAT 

THINGS! Joel 2:21 

God give us lots of good reason to celebrate ... and this is 
one of the best! 

Bethany U.A.M.E. Church 
5th and William Street 
New Castle, Delaware 

Rev. Bernette Dickerson, Pastor 



------ ------ -

GIIBGGO&JFElWM GROUJ 

Road Builders 

~ 
~ 

Site. Developers ~ 
and 

IDWAY t;RAVEL, IN( 
Real Estate 

and 
Pro erty Management 

CONTRACTORS MATERIAL, LLC 
Extractive Land Use Facilities 

Suppliers of Construction Materials 
Manufacturer of Asphalt-Hot Mix Material 

CONTRACTORS HAUJL1NG1 JLL(C· 
Hauling 

Manufacturer of Concrete Products 



Conoratufations to the 
(}Juttonwootl Civic }lssociation 

on tli.e successful compfetion of tli.e 
(}Juttonwootl Coforetl Scli.oo{ (Project! 

JI former neifJ/i.6or from Coffins <Pa~ 
(}Ji{{ <Tansey 

:N e:w Castfe County Council 
'1Jiirtl CDistrict 



Congratulations! 
The Hagley Museum and Library 
congratulates the Buttonwood Civic 
Association for the successful renovation of 
the Buttonwood School. 

The Buttonwood School is featured in the documentary 
film,A Separate Place: The Schools P.S. du Pont Built1 

produced by Hagley and available through our store. 

Hagley Museum and Library 
P.O. Box 3630 
Wilmington DE 19807 
(302) 658-2400 
www.hagley.org 

Image: Howard High School, Class of 1929 



.. 
,r-; A °! , <> Longratu1at1ons 

Buttonwood School 
For a Fine Symbol of Pride! 

Michael EA Kozikowski, Sr. 
New Castle County 
Recorder of Deeds 



LEVI BROWN' 
CHIEF 

FELTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 
P.0.80X329 

FELTON. DE 19943 

COMPLAINT C 60---="------ PHONE: 302-284-8441 
FAX: 302-284-3449 

E-MAIL: LBROWN@FEL TONPO.STATE.DE.US 

Ce~tft"\-v\,.,·\-w-i ~ t 
J ~'n,., + V ~ ,-r, 

Jo~O 

BEST WISHES! 

MICHAEL & DOT MOSKOVIS 

I 

The New Castle Historical Society 

Congratulates 

The Buttonwood Civic Association 

on tbe opening of 

The Buttonwood Colored School 

e-mail: gs,nJle @ Y co.new-castled Ofli • e.us 
,ce: (302) 395-&347 

Fax; (302) 395-8385 
Home: (302) 658-3790 

GEORGESMIL 
COUNCILlvIAN SEVENTH EY DISTRICT 

Loui.< L. Rcddion C1 800 N F • •ly/Cc,unty Buildu1~ 
Wilm.in r;nch S1=1. 8th Floor :ARA M. FINNIGAN 

! °"· Del•w~re 1980! •~ Le~L,l~tive Aide ()02} l9:i-S..,6J 
~, (:lOl) 3~5-8385 

From the Desk of 
Mrs. W G Crichton Jr 

~~av :k-f, 
An; ~ fa ~ ~ 
~ f __,xf ·11 ~ tJ (17 ~:r &A-./-

r-7L -Ar,«r-/..J--~ 1L. 
71-u," ,,,,.,._, ~ 0u-- -;;;,# --:- -

G-aad /4ck( 
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,,. - •✓ .:.·ORATED 

JI S•plm:i:ib~• J 6, 19-4.:Z 

765 Hamburg Road 
New Castle, DE 19720 

(Intersection of Rt. 1 and Rt. 13) 
(302)832-2999 

Amusement Park 
Two 18-Hofe Miniature Golf Courses 

Birthday Parties, Corporate Meetings, 
Pavilion Picnics, & Group Outings 

Group Packages Available 

Over 24 rides and attractions!!! 
Log onto our website for more information: 

Call NOW to book your- 2008 Special Event 
OR Pavilion Party - With Catering 

Jnral7u11tan W.emple Nn. fiU 

filgtu. ar. fbl. J .. @. 1.E. nf 30. 
• 1ffililmingto11, 1E.Plmuarp 

CONGRATULATION ON THE HISTORIC OPENING 

OF THE 
. . _ .. 

BUTTONWOOD COLORED SCHOOL 
DGT.RULER ALBERTA PONZO 

OFFICERS & MEMBERS 



lvtfY'¼Y ~LO-our Donors-­

The Arguild Foundation 
Senator Dori Connors 

Honorable & Mrs. Richard Cooch 
Crestlea Foundation Inc 

Crystal Trust 
Delaware Community Foundation 
Delaware River & Bay Authority 

Mr. & Mrs. David Geiszler 
Tom Gordon 

Senator Margaret Rose Herny 
Lorin P. Hunt 

The Laffey - McHugh Foundation 
Longwood Foundation 
Marmot Foundation 
New Castle County 

Speer Trust 
Young Lumber Company 

Welfare Foundation 

M Cl1'\1' ~LO-OU¥ Pat:r01'\4r 

Janet I. Churchill 
Rev. & Mrs. Albert C. Gaither Jr. 

Patricia A. Jenkins 
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Pmkett Jr. 

John & Susan Sarro 
Dollie M. Speight 
Sheilah A. Sterling 

Matthew T. Twyman Jr. 
Marion A. Twyman 
Luther C. Twyman 



Buttonwood Colored School Alumni 

Delmar Blake Ruth Griffin Mary Moore Annie Stevens 

Murrel Blake Buckie Griffin Edward Moore Clara Stevens 

Ada Black Harold Griffin Paul Moore Sarah Taylor 

Charles Bungy Roger Holis Ulysess McManus Consuella Taylor 

Linwood Bungy Rosalie Hollis Pierre McManus Earl Taylor 

Yvone Bungy Hester Harden Edward Petty Saunders Taylor 

Donald Bungy Mary Harden Leon Petty Franklin Taylor 

Benny Broomer John Harden Conwell Petty Alonzo Taylor 

Jesse Broomer Earl Harden Eugene Petty Natalie Tay!or 

Beatrice Costen James Harden Hester Petty Eliose Taylor 

Elwood Costen Richard Hines Frank Petty Violet Taylor 

Izetta Cephas James Holladay Lacomus Petty Marcelia Taylor 

Wilson Comfort Lillian Holloday James Petty Catherine Taylor 

James Comfort Pearl Holladay Rosa Petty Victoria Taylor 

Edward Comfort H ughmerser Holladay Barbara Pinkett Calvin Taylor 
Ruth Comfort Monfreda Holloday Joseph Pinkett Ralph Tiller 
Buddy Curtis Mary Holladay Bernard Pinkett Dolores Twyman 

Shirley Curtis James Holloday Jemme Pinkett ~ Thomas Twyman 
John Carter Wayne Holloday Warren Pinkett Bernice Twyman 

Rose Carter Leon Honey Gilbert Pinkett Sylvia Twyman 

Enoch Carter Truman Harris Lewis Pinkett Maurice Twyman 
William Carter Tessebel Harris Mary Pinkett Ernestine Twyman 
Loretta Carter Luther Harris Mildred Pinkett Luther Twyman 
Martha Carter Cyrus Harris Arna Pinkett Arnold Twyman 

John Charles Babe Harris Nathan Pritchet Ernest Turner 
Barbara Charles William Harris Adrain Pritchet Anna Mae Thurston 
Ruth Charles Earthel Jackson Alberta Prichet Edith White 

Norman Charles Clarkie Jackson " Rose Mae Pye Helen White 

Clarence Charles Leroy Jackson Ernest Purnell Sandra Williams 

Willamena Charles Thomas Jackson Zelda Purnell Calvin Wiggins 
Levi Church Willie Floyd Jackson Rebecca Ryan Jean Wright 

Ruth Church Dulee Jackson John Ryan James Wright 

Darby Grace Eliza beth Jenkins Bishop Rudd Edward Wright 

Thomas Delanie Wesley Jenkins James Rudd Otenie Wright 

William Delanie Betty Jenkins Violet Stansbury Otis Wright 

Susan Doles Beatrice King Roscoe Simmons Phillip Wright 

Lorraine Davis Freddie Lewis Peter Simmons Elizabeth Wright 

John Arthur Edwards George Lewis Marie Stevens Albet Wright "' 
Mary Ferrel Ethel Lewis Thomas Stevens Doris Wright 
Lowell Ferrel Mary Lolley Claude Stevens Isabelle Wright 

Randall Gordy Lucille Moore Lamotte Stevens 



I 

I 

September 19, 1934. 

fhere waa a meeting or the Board of Etlucation in the school of£1ce 

at B:QO P. ••• with Messrs. Booth, Deak,ne, Eliasen, and Bu:rr present 

and Speicher absent. 

'l'he minute• of September 5 were approved. 

At the begiml1ng of the meeting, a representative or a motion 

picture projection company was present and showed several reels of 

silent and talking tilm such as 1.8 used in many schools for classroom 

instruction. The members expres.eed an interest in the eqipment but no 

action was taken due to the fact that complete budget figures tor the 

school year are not yet avail.able. 

It was the consensus of opinion that, s.tnce the American Dnployers1 

InSU1'8.nce eo. have taken no action in connection with the dalllage caused 

by the leaks in the roo.f' of the William Penn School, a letter ahou1d 

again be written to Mr. Larkin of the WillD1ngton Claim Department asking 

him to please take care of this matter promptly. 

A proposed plan for planting trees and shl'.'llbbeey was presented. 

The matter was ordered placed on the agenda and held over until the 

next meeting. 

'l'he question of placing the first grade of the William Penn School 

on a .bal.f'-day schedul.e was discussed but no action was taken. The matt er 

wa~ ordered held over until the next meeting. 

A motion was passed that the Superintendent's recommendation that 

the Board of Education set up B new teaching position to cover seventh 

grade work on a somewhat retarded curriculum. and that any pupils wnose 

chronological age is thirteen years or over and who are now classli'ied in 

the fifth and si.:xt.b. grades be pl.aced with this teacher tor the academic 

pOI"tion of the day' s work and that Miss Marl.an Kee be employed at a salary 

of $1100. tor this position, that her pay tor Sept811lber be :figured on the 

actual numbe!' of days taUSht, that her appointment become e:fi'ective on 

Monday, September 24, and that her additional time shall be used by the I Superintendent f or the assignment of certain extra work wnich 18 not well 

covered in the high school field; namely., library woit, study .ball work., 

and work on a school annual or hand.book was accepted. 



It was the oonsensua ot opinion that the enrollment at the 

Buttonwood School a.b.ould be watc.b.ed and that, 11' it increases f'lll-ther. 

the Superintendent 1nte1'View possible applicants for the position. 

A JDOtion was passed that the chief custodian, Mr. Fl'a.nk Dolson,. 

be p1aced on the same basis of compensation as the former cuatocllan, 

Mr. JobD Cannon. It is as follows: $1140. less 10% or a net paJ'Dl&nt 

ot $1296. on a bas:ts of t'lfelve monthly pa-yments. 

A motion was passed that the services o:r the present attendance 

ofi'icer, Mr. Ollie Thomas. be continued. 

A motion was passed that ~00. be set as a maximum fol' the p\12'­

chaaing of football equipment tor the season. The football achedu1e 

for the school year was accepted. 

A motion was passed that the Superintendent receive his traveling 

e.xpenses on a 6¢ per mile basis, traveling by aueomobile. 

The question of purchasing coal was ordered placed on the agenda 

to receive consideration at the next meeting. 

The gift of Mrs. Lightner of oatmeal for children who are under­

weight was accepted and the Superintendent was instructed to write a 

letter of thanks to ?rirs. Lightner. 

It was the consensus of opinion t.hat the Superintendent should 

have authority to h1re additional substitute teachers whenever 1t seems 

necessaey regardless as to whether regular teachers are absent or not. 

The Superintendent reported that the Home and School Association 

will hold its annual reception to teachers on Monday evening, September 

24, ].934. 

The school calendar prepared by the Superintendent tor the present 

scnool year was accepted. 

The Superintendent announced that he has been able to secure Mr. 

Cameron Beck• the Director of the Institute at the New York Stock Ex­

change, to address the pupils of the William Penn School as well as 

citizens o:r New Castle in general on or about November 21. 

The rollowtng bills were ordered paid when due: 

I 

I 

I 



I 

I 

I 

Octobel' 3., 1934 • 

. There was a meeting of the Board of Education 1n the sc.uool office 

at 8 :00 P. M.,. w1 th Messrs. Booth,. Deakyne, Eliason., Speicher, and Burr 

present. 

The minutes o! September 19 were approved. 

The SUperintend~nt stated that Mr. Larkin., Superintendent of the 

Wilmington Claim Depa.rtment of the American Flnployers• InsUl'anoe Co • ., 

had called at the school and gone over the damage caused by the leaks 

in the roof'. 

The proposed plan !ol" planting trees and shru])bery at the William 

Penn School presented by Mr. E. B. Keating of' Kennett Square was ac­

cepted w1 th the understanding t1'.a t several small changes will be made, 

one of which will be the planting of seveI'al trees including a Pin Oak 

and a Japanese Cherry in place of' several of the small evergreens. 

In connection with the building of a staiI'Way to the space under 

the manual training department, the bid of Mr. Nathaniel Watson covering 

all labor and material, cutting of opening in nort.1:1 end of corridor 

leading to the storage space., placing of door in this opening, buildlJ16 

steps to the space., and moving all pipes in the basement in order to 

secure head room for the sum or $98.50 was accepted. 

The question or purchasing visual education materials was discussed 

and the matter was left in the bands or the Superintendent to secure 

prices on this equipment. 

The question of emp1oying a sc.hool physician was discussed and it 

was the understanding or tile Board tbat tne Superintendent should have 

a talk with Dr. Booker before any definite steps are taken. 

A motion was passed that the Supel'intendent be instructed to obtain 

prices on a carload of bituminous coal for the William Fenn School and 

two ten-ton lots, for the colored schools., of egg coal and place an order 

for the same. 

I 
The Superintendent recommended that we place the Buttonwood School 

on a hal.1'-day session.basis with five hours per session., t hat we employ 

an additional teacher to take charge of one of these seasiona., and that 

Mr. Sylvester WoolJ"ord, a local candidate holding a State First Grade 

Certificate, be employed for this work. No action was taken on the 

recollmlendation. 
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l!al!m. - 'Die Nawaric' Special School D11tr1ot ettected deaegreption in grade• 7- 12 
• 1n 1954. Thi lack ot bouailll tac1l1~• t or the rap1dl7 growing 11chool 

enrollmant nquir .. that t.be Uev London J.venua 5cbool be continued u 
an aU.endanoe an& tor the cam1.na 11cbool year. 

Ht,, Playant - Wt aJl7 pupil living within the D111triQt and being of 11cbool a.--e. 

Nm« Cytla, ;.,- .lll. childnn vi thin the Dutrict vill be aaitted to the. 9-10.11-12 
gn&,11 ot the Williu 1'81:111 ~ Sebool. All tint grade atudenta 
vill attend tbe Carrl.e D:Mrl.1, WUa:1.ngton Manor or Manor Park Schools 
bec1mwi« September, l9SS. In September the tirllt and aecood grades 
ml cndl• 9-10.ll-U vill be integrated. 

Al.ens r, duPoq\ - 'Integrated 1n 1954. 

ClQwmt - Integrated hich acbool in 19S4 and tilldergarten. by element.&?7 pupil 
1n dutrict aa;:r attend eitber 1chool. 

lama - Int.grated ill 19SI.. 

J19s:btspin 129 - ..&cc.pt14 •cro pupu.a in 19s,. upon appl1cat1011. 

mli, School - 8It appean that ~ court.11 lbcil1on iD the Hlltord cue place, all 
autbo:rit7 and rlllpoDllibWt)' tor 1.Dt.egration 1D the banda ot the 
State 8oerd ot Education. For tbat NUOQ UfT integration iD the 
m.vpa:-t Scbool Dilltnct l'2l. cu~ be that authorhed Oil the 
reapomibillt7 of the State 8oerd of Educatica. • 

Oak Gron - AU children ot echool age, nprdleas ot ~. color, or cn,ed-,­
. at~ tbe 011k Grove Scbool proYiW tbe7 llva vithin the Oak~ 

Diatnct. 

Csm-12rt M&c:Dgpough - PreaenU7 uai.Dg three tellpoZ'IJ'7 roau t~ teJce car. ot preaent 
acbool population, J. wilding pi-ogru ill pl.aimed that vill 
care tor all the children 1D the district. 

H1Js1nr.ten - Ez:tenaim ot plUII alnadJ beg,m in 1954. 

Rose BilkHtomP4sla - Board IIU.9t avait pla.na tor ac?.ool 1n tbe K1.l.laide area u 
\ll9ll u tor the c<npletion ot it.I current coaatructian prograia before 
a detin!.tl step tovard 1.Dtep-atioa can be taken, however the Board'• 
plan tollova1 

1 .. 
2 .. 

3 .. 

'!'hat ita three pn11nt attendance areas nu.in u DOW eatabllebed. 
'l'bat junlor high acbool attenderre area await the availabWt7 
ot 11111 h.cWtiH either at Colll)'ck er at tbe Hllbide School. 
that ablll be built. 
And it U. Millaide area be 1Dcci'poreted into District #47 that 
• tourtla attendance area be eatahllebed -:o:r all coammitiea 
haruig direct ftOCIIN to Rogen lll?td· 

(over) 
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MILFORD SPECIAL DISTRICT (Continued) 

Afrs. - Louise C. Farrow, . 
• N. • ........................ , ...... M,lford, Del. , .................. Health in all Schools 

Mrs. Helen .A. Rodgers .. Milford, Del . .................... Grade 6 
Mrs. Cornelia C. Derrick•· 
son ................................... Milford Del. .................... Grade 6 
Marguerite Edgar .......... Milford: Del . .................... Grade 5 
Mrs. Ruth P. Blades ........ Milford, Del . .................... Grade S 
May Watson .................... Milford, Del ..................... Grade 5 
Mrs. Rhea ·r. ·ratmau .... Greenwood, R. F. D . .... Grade 4 
}.(rs. Florence B. Travers Milford, Del ............. ........ Grade 4 
Cordelia E. Carter ............ Mihord. Del . .................... Grade 4 
Dorothy E. Derrickson .. Milford, Del ................ -.Grndc 3 
Mrs. Emma W. Cordray .. Milford, Del. .. .................. Grade 3 
Lib. H. Hudson ..... , ...... Milford. Del. .................... Grade 3 
J. Helen Smith ................ Milford, Del. .................... Grade 2 
Mildred Breisch .............. Milford, Del. .................... Grade 2 
Mrs. Geraldine G,.r,ison 
Pettyjohn .......................... Milford, Del. 
Edith M. JohMon ............ Milford, Del. 

.................... Grade 2 

Marian E. Reldmyer ...... ~lillord, Del . 
Lulu M. Ross .................... Milford, Del. 
Henson M. Evans ............ Milford, Del. 

.................... Grade I 

.................... Grade l 
.................... Grade I 
.................... Grade 6 Special Dlvi.sion 

Lydia /\. Bancn1lt .... - ..... Milford, Del . .................... Art 
................... Elementary School Office 

Sec'y. 
Lena S. Short _ ................ Milford, Del 

(COLORED SCHOOL) 

J. Graham Scott .............. Milford, Del. 
Mrs. Marian D . Polk .... Milford, Del. 
Edith C. Scott ................ Milford, Del. 
Erurna G. Woodson .......... Milfonl, Del. 

........ ............ Principal & Grndes 7 & 8 

............ ........ Grades 5 & 6 

.................... Grades 3 & 4 

.................... Grndes 2 & 3 
Evelyn Rawlins ................ English 10 Grades I & 2 & Public 

School· Music 

NEW CASTLE SPECIAL DISTRICT 

Board of Education 
Term Expires 

Newlin T. Booth. President ........................................................ 1935 
Horace L. Deakyne, Vice-President ........................................ • I 938 
James T. Eliason, Jr. .................................................................. 1937 
J acob H. Speicher ........ -.............................................................. 1936 
Samuel E. Burr I Secretary 

Teacher's N'1Itle P. O. Address 
S:i.mucl Engle Burr ........ New Castle, J)el. 
Theodore J. Kraemer ...... N'ew Castle, Del. 
Mrs. Pearl G. Lancaster .. N<w Castle, D el. 
C. Louise Jackson ............ New Castle, Del. 
Margaret S. C,others ...... New Castle, Del. 
Charles E. Smith ............ New Castle, Del. 
Roy S. Flook .................... New Castle, Del. 
Jean E. McSpnrra.n ........ t.ew Castle, Del. 
J ohn C. Roman ................ New Castle, Dd. 
J. H enry Speicher .......... ?\cw Castle, Del. 
Carrie Downie ................ :-.~w Castle, De, . 
Anne M. Platt ................ New Castle. Del. 
Marion D. Kee ................ New Castlc., Del . 
L. Barbara King ......... '"New Castle. D el . 
n ~b~rt C. Wilson ...... _ .. New Castle. Del. 
Irene O. Wi5' ................ N'cw Castle. Del. 
Addie E. Duling ............ New Castle, Del. 
Mrs. Ruth N. Ro5S ........ New Castle, Del. 
Marian B. Sullivan ........ New Castle, Del. 
B. l"IXa.riorie Lynam ........ New Castle, Del. 
Lillie S. Eliason ............ New Castle, Del. 
Mrs. Ruth Z. Duling ... New Castle, D el. 
Elizabeth T. Jones .......... New Castle, Del. 

Mrs. Nell B. D. Mousley Edge Mooe, Del. 
Mrs. James T. Challenger New Castle. Del. 
F lorence V . Megginson .. New Castle, Del. 

Grades & Subject.a Taught 
............ Supt. & 12th Gr. Soc. Sci. 
............ Sci. & Mnn. Train. 
............ Commercial Subjects 
............ English & Library 
............ Home Economics 
............ Mathematics 
_ ......... Science 
........... French & Latin 
.... - .... History & Physical Educ. 
. ........... COmm. & Soc. Studies 
........... Health· Jr. H igh School 
............ Math .• Ju.nior Hi(;.~ Sch. 
............ Math., Sc,., Eng.•Jr. H. 
............ " · irlish•Jr. Hi11:h 
............ Soc. Stu.,Jr. Hi&'b Sch. 
............ Grades ◄ to 6 
............ Grades 4 to 6 
............ Grades ◄ to 6 
............ Grade 3 
............ Grade Z 
............ Grade I 
............ Grades 1 to 8 Music 
............ Grades l to 6 Art & Writ-

ing 
............ Grades 1 to 6 Health 
............ School Accompanin 
.... ........ 0 ffice Secretary 

(COLORED T EACH ERS) 
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON SCHOOL 

Albion T. U nthank ........ New Castle, Del ............. Grades 5 to 8 inc. 
Mrs. Bertha H . Battle .. New Castle, Del. ............ Grades l to 4 inc. 

BUTTONWOOD SCHOOL 

Jame, M. Coulbourne .... New Castle, Del. 
Sylvester E. \Vool(ord .... Ncw Castle, Delaware 

14 

NEW ARK . SPECIAL DISTRICT 

Board of Education 

Term Expire"' 
1936 Robert S. Gallaher, President ................................ ................. , .. 

Edward L. Richards, Vice•Prcsident , ...................................... . 
George B. Pearson, Jr ............................................................... .. 
W. Franklin Wilson .................................................................. .. 

193S 
1937 
1938 

Carleton E. Douglass, Secretary 

Teacher', Name P. O. Address Grades & Subjects Taught 
Carleton E . D ouglass ...... ZIS West Main St. , ........ Superintendent 

Newark. Del. 
William K. Gtllespie ...... 13 Center St., ................ Science & Athletics 

Newark. Del. 
Rebecca J . Hess .............. 131 AcadCUIY St., .......... -Engli•h 

Newark, Del. 
Anna E. Gallaher ..... _, .... 150 West Main St., .... H istory & Social Science 

Newark, Pel . 
Anna. M. Stauter ............ 31 Atn$tel Ave., ............ Mnthcnu.tics 

Newark. Del. 
Charles K. Hain ............ 55 West Main St., ........ French & History 

Newark. Del. 
Margaret Smithers ......... Chesapeake City, Md ..... Ei:is}i•h 
S. Rebecca Kirk ............ 182 WC$l Main St. , ........ Latm & Mathematic& 

Newark. Del. 
Sarah L. Hinkle ............ 1s2 West Main St .......... Latin & Mathematics 

Newark. Del. • 
J ohn L. Phillips .............. 33g Acadcnt)' St.,, ............ Agriculture & Biology 

Newark. Del . 
Felisn J enkins ................... 3 1 Amstel Ave., ................ Home Ee. & Biology 

Newark. Del. 
Mn. Joaephine R. Ha.n•340 Academy St., ........... H ome Economies 
cock Newark, Del. 
A. Jeannette Thorough•46 Eut Delaware Ave., .. Mathematics 
good Newark, Del. 
Charles B. Boone ............ Jr.a7ncs St ., ...................... social Science 

Newnrk. Del. 
t«Ae M, Wilkinson ........ ,o◄ West 22nd St., ........ English 

Wilmin,iton. Del. 
Aa n W, Chalmers .......... gJ W. Delaware Ave., .... English 

Newark. Del. 
H. Maurice Overley ........ 126 E. Delaware Ave., .... !lfath. &: Science 

Newark, Del .. 
Dorothea Rothwell .......... 121 Academy St., ............ c.,mmercial 

Newark, Dd. 
Leon D. Buchler ............ 146 West ~1ain St. ......... General Science 

Newark, Del. 
Oscar Suttles .................. 95 Main St.. .. .................. commercial 

New~rk, Del . 
Greta E. McKiaacy ........ 1J0l West 8th St., ........ Social Science 

Wilmington, D el . 
Ethel V . Johnson ............ 12, Academy St., ............ p ~ysical fuiucat ion 

Newark. Del. 
William Tonge, Jr ...... _,Newark. Del. .................... Music 
Harold J , Bani .............. 1,02 E. 29th St., ............ J'hysic11I E•!uc.tion 

Wilmington, Del. 
011>ha P, Hangcn ............ 170 West Main St .......... Librarian 

• Newark, Del. 
J ack H , Mohr ................ 39 East Parle Place, ...... J ndnstria.l .Arts 

Newark. Del. 
H ilda M. Werner ............ 55 West Main St., ....... Grade G 

• Newark. Del. 
E. Frances Medill .......... E.st Main St., ................ Grade 6 

Newark. Del. 
Stanley Gibbs ............ ...... 39 Enst Parle Place, ........ Grode 6 

Newark, Del . 
Gertrude V. Trott .......... 55 W est Main St., .......... Grade 5 

Newark. Del. 
Ruth E. Lindfors .......... 192 Orchard Road, ........ Grade. S 

Newark, Del. 
Verna Valence ................ 127 AcadCUIY St., ............ Gr:1dc, ◄ & 

Newark. Del. 
Madeline E. John1ton .... Marshallton, Del. .. .......... Qr,dt ◄ 
May G. Strough ............ 'East Main St., ............... (;,~dt ◄ 

Newark. Del. 
D.:,roth>• E. Cloud ........... Kelton. Pa ......................... Grade 3 
Ruth O. Apgar .... - ......... West Parle Place, ............ Grades 2 & 3 

Newark. 1)el. 
Rli:eabcth McLccs ............ 2s So. Chapel St., ............ Grade 2 

Newark, Del. 
Sara E. Wyatt ................ 32◄ East Main St., ........ Grade 2 

. Newark. Del. 
Genevieve Mcixell ............ East Main St., ................ Grade J 

Newark. Del. 

16 
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NEW ARK SPECIAL DISTRICT (Continued) 
NEW LONDON A VENUE SCHOOL 

Teacher's Name Grades & Subjects Taught 

fJ:~~~!~~~~~~;:;;::;:::i::;;;;)::i::;:);;;;;;;;:Ett?t:t imE i I ! 
NEW CASTLE SPECIAL DISTRICT 

New Castle, Delaware 
Board of Education 

Term Expires 
J. Herbert Tobin, President ......................................... . ..... 1957 
George H. Kleaver ................................................................ ........ 1969 
William J. McKelvey, Jr ............................................................. 1968 
James M. Rosbrow ............... ........................................ ....... , ........... 1966 
Joaepb R. Kleckner, Secretary and Superintendent 

WILLIAJl-1 PENN RIGH SCHOOL 
Teacher's Name Grades & Subjects Taught 

Charlou E. Smith . ······················-• ............................................ H.S. Principal 
Jam.cs C. Moffett, Jr . ........................................................ Asst. H.S. Principal 

Mra. Elet1.nor C. Davidson ............................................... .... Home Economics 

Mrs. Florence S. Nawton .................................................. FoN!ign Laniruagea 

l €~~i~l:~~~/+'.Eii2//\\/\\ELL'.'.LL/\{F~~t:;~E 
.r.1ra. Virginia "D. Rynn ............................. ......................... Busineaa Education 

:trT~1r?:::it;;~:;:·;);::;-i:::·:·;;-:;·:;-;;:·:·:·i·:·;-:·:·;-;-;::~:-:;-i·i·:):-;-;-;-;-;-:·:=2.;~:~ 
Mn. Fr,mcca Strickberger ...................................................................... Engllah 

~;:!· ~~··.:.:.:.:_:.::.:.:_:_:_::::_:_:_:.:.:-_:_:_:::.::_:_:::_:.:_:_:_:.:_::.:_:.:_:.:_:_::.::.:_:.:::::::_::iiii~~~~:::~!:15 
Robert W. W1Ulams .......................................................... English & Soc. Stu. 

~;t;:it;i~··:::::::::':::::::::::·:·:::::::::·::::::::::·::::::·::::::·::::':·::::::~~~~i1:~:1! 
Mrs. E zl\bcth C. Aah ........................................................ ~retary to Supt. 
Mrs. Elrnhca N. Duncan .......... ...... ................ Senior Secretary-Bookkeeper 
Mrs. Gla.dya Skeen .... .................................................................. H.S. Secretary 

CARRIE DOWNIE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Teacher•~ Name Grades & Subjecta Taught 

Richard G. Studcnmnnd ........................ .......................................... E.lcm. Prln. ,:al. ~rJ:~::::::::::::;;;::~;;:;;:;;;;;::;;:;;;::::::~;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;:::::::i:::: i~~ i 
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NEW CASTLE SPECIAL DlSTRICT (Continued) 
CARRIE DOWNIE ELEJIIENTARY SCHOOL (Contbwed) 

Teacher's Name Grades & Subjects Taught 
John Mcltlaster ... , ..... : ......................................................................... ... Grade 6 
Elizabeth·' T , Jones .................................................................. ............. Grade 6 
Mn. jean R. AU¥Ustine ............................................................... . Grade 4 
Barbara A. Miruk .. ............................................................................ Grade 4 
Mrs. Ruth N. Ross ................................................................................ . Grade 4 
Mrs. Marian B. S!,Uivan ... .... . . : ................................... -_ ................. Grade S 
Mrs. Velma M. Atkinson ............................................ .......................... Grade 3 
Ruth L. P ierson ........ ................... .................. • ..................................... Grade 3 
Barbara Reynolds ............................................................................ . ..... Grade 2 
Mrs. Ada P. Davis ....... ; .... • ............................................................. . ..... Grade 2 
Mrs. Grace S. Moore ............................................................................. Grade 2 
Charlene Sweitzer ................................................................................... Grade 2 
Mrs. Ruth z. Duling ................................................ ............................ Grade l 
Mrs. Clara J . Ennis .............................................................................. Grade 1 
Doris E. Simon ..................................................................................... .. Grade 1 
Mro. Hazel F. Rausch ........................................... ................................ Grade l 
Mrs. M.ary E. Nichols ................................. - .................................. Elem. Music 
Royce Pearson ....................................................................................... Art Supv. 
Mrs. Lydia Hackenbergcer ....................................... _ .................... Elem. Nurse 
Mrs. •Laura C. Matthews • ....... - ........................................................ Secretary 

WILMINGTON MANOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Teacher's Na.mo Grades & Subjects 1•aught 

Livine,;ton Croes ····-···· ............................................. ....................... Elem. Prin. 
WHJiam Bftlant ..................................................................................... .... Grade G 
Louile Shepherd .......... - ....................................................................... Grade 6 
Edward Snyder .,........................................................................................ Grade 6 
Phillip Currier .................................................................................... ..... Grade 6 
I. Carolyn .Hammond .............................................................................. Grade 6 
Frederi.ck G·. Mn,y ................................................................................. . Grade Ii 
Jano Bendiat.is ............... - ....................................................................... Grado 4 
Mrs. Marjorie Monqi:omcry .................................................................. G=de d 
Valentine Sotla .......................................................................................... Grade 4 
Mary DcPaul .......... - ................................................... ............ .............. Gra.de 3 
Ellen Eiscnhour ........................................................................................ Grade S 
Kate Gladstone.. .. ...................................................................................... Grade 3 
Susanne Hall .... _ ............................................................................. ......... Grado 8 
Mrs. Nora Andresen ................................................................................ Grade 2 
Mrs. nuth L. Smith ...................................................... , ......................... Grade 2 
B .. MarJorte Lynam .................................................................................. Grade 2 
Mrs. Margaret Thornton ............................................................. ........ Grode 2 
Eileen Cowley ............................................................... ............................. Grade l 

::: i!~:~!t~a~:~n;··:::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::::::::::::: g::: t 
SRra Mae Penney ...................................................................................... Grnde 1 
Benjamin S. Davill .. - .......................... _ ................................. .Elem. Gr ades 
Mrs. Ver na Imber ............................................................................ Elem. Muaie 
Mrs. Dorothy W. Peckbo.m ............................ ........................... ......... SecretnTY 

M.ANOR'PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Teacher's Nam• Gradca & Subjects Taught 

Carl A. Willlon ............................................... - ................................. Elem. Pri.n. 
AndF'Cw Cowell .......................................................................................... Grade 6 
Louis P. ~ ................................................... __ ................................ Grade 6 
O. Donald Hu.mmel ........................................................... - .................... Grade 4 
Mrs. Dorothy C. lltcNamce ..................... - ........................................... Grade 4 
Harold D. Henry ...................................................................... ............... Grade 4 
Doris W. Gustafson ................................................................................ Grade 3 
Jlose Marie Arcuri .................................................................................. Grade 3 
,Mn. Be.mice Y. Moor ....................................................................... - .. G1-ade 8 
}'drs. Mnry E. Evans _ ........................ _ ................................................. Grade 2 
Mrs. Patricia B. Coleman ....................... -......................... ................ Grade 2 
Erma J. Kasey .......................................................................................... Grado 2 
Jean G. Tibbs ................................................................ _ ................. --.... Grade 1 
Mrs. Ellln B . Foote ........................... - ............................................... Grade 1 
Mrs. Chrlatine Driscoll ........................................................................ Grade l 

; ;:: :}:;:;c!k~cio·~h .. ::::::·:::::::::::::::.:::::::::::::.::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::•··;;!~~; 
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON 

Teacher's Name Grades & Subjects TaJlght 
Mrs. Mildred • Thomas , ..... .' ......................... ......... : ........................... Gradea 6-8 
Mrs. Altameae Northern ......................................................... ......... Gradea 3-5 

BUTTONWOOD SCHOOL 
;.: :feacher's Name Grades & Subject.s Taught 
Sylvester W oolford .................................. _ ........................................ Grades 6-8 
Mnr. Dolly Speight ............................................................................ Grades 3-6 
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REBO~OTR SPECIAL DISTRICT 
.Rehoboth, Delaware 
Board of Education · 1 

T~rrn Expirqs 
J ohn A. llfclthnua. President ....... ................... 1'966· 
Jny D. Wingau,, Vice-.Presldent ..... 1958 
J. Arlhur Do?IJlinl' ............................................................... · ......... 1967. 
Mrs. Margaret $, Dick .................................................................. 1959 
Dr. J. A. Vansant, Secretary and Superi.ntendent 

T eacher's Name Grades & SubjccLa Taught 

~~~!r~':.~~ .::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·::...::::. ~~~': 
Frank L. Coveleakl .......................................................... l'hY&. Ed. & He:.lth 
I rene Snyder ......................... ............................ .......................... .... Mathmnlltici! 

i~hnn l"e~1
i
8ng··:::::::~::::::::::··:::::.:::::::::::::::: .. :::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .. iii,r~~!~ 

Mary Freas .................. ............................................................................. H .btory 
William J. Ila.yes ........................................................................................ Mmic 
Wnrren Han ............ _ ......................................... _ ......... Rem. Read. & Gr. 1 
Archie R. Jordon ........................................................... Shop & Mech. Draw. 
Wall-t!r l.l.elfsnyder ............. .... ........... .................... ........................... ..... .... Art 
Frances Sholfnu .... ..... .......................................................... llome Econom.ica 

~!~rlz".~\Vlli.ia~··: .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·:::::::::::: .. ~~~.~.:'. .. ~~~--· i;°~cr~f.:j 
'Ethelyn Burns Vogel .................................................. El.,m. Prin. & Grade ·◄ 
Edward L. Hurley .............................. _ ................................................... Grode ·6 
Harriett Jea-lum ........................... - ............. : ............................................ Gre.de 6 

t\sB:t~~i'i~ ~~~~'.~~ .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::.:::::::::::::: ... :: g~~n 
Cornella Co.noon ................................................................................ . ... Grade 4 

~~t ~::r1t .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::·:::::: g~:~: I 
~1~;!l::,tb.EmJg1e ··::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·:::~ g~:~~ ~ 
Barbara Boyce Evana ........................ _ .................................................. Grade 1 
Alo.rtha McClelland .... ...................... ...... ................................ . ......... Grade 1 
Floris Down.Ing ......................................... .................. Elem. Llbrorinn (P.T.) 

t~": k ;;.i:;~:t1~ .. ::.:~::::::.:··~.:·:.:::::·:::.::::::::·:.·:.:·::.·:.:·.·::.::·.:·.:·.:··::·sen~t"s!c:!:;; 
Ann Lynch .............................................................................................. Secretary 

SEAFORD SPECIAL DISTRICT 
Seaford, Delaware 

Board of Education 
Term Expires 

Jacob H. hloore, Prcsldcmt .......................................................... 1967 
Cecil B. Tull ................................................ : .. ::.: .. : .................. ........ 1969 
Dr. I. Benson AUcn ............................................................... : • ....... 1958 
Marvin L. Bradley ......... - ....................................... :................ 1906· 
Dr. Kenneth C. Madden, Secretary and Superintendent 

Teacher'& Name Grades & Subjects Taught 

t~::d I. ~~:!'nih~;:,···::::: .. :::::::::::::::.:.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ... ~.d~'.s: ::r!: 
M. Elinbctb Berry ........................................................................ . Commercial 
Mrs.Esther T. Bowling ......................................................... Math. & Science 
Mn. Aurelia C. Dawson ........................................................ Math. & Science 
Donn.Id W. Campbell ................................................................................ Science 
R-Obcrt F. Dowd .......................................................................... ......... Phys. Ed. 
Mrs. Mlldcllne A. Dunn ................................................................................. Art 
Leon R. Ellis ...................................... _ .. ___ .................................. Social Sliidics 
Mrs. Helen B. Eb.ey ................. - ........................................... - ........... . Ena-lish 
Mra. Killon P. Fallon ._ .......................................................... Science &. Math. 
Paul J. Fcnstermake1· ...... ................................................................... Ind. Arts 
Mrs. Katie L . Handy .................................. - ........................... Science & Mnt.b. 
Mrs. Helen C. Hewitt ............................................................................ Soc. Stu. 

N!;in!~nt :~k!~ .::::::::::=:.::::::::::::·::·:::::::::::::::::.~:::::.:::·:::::::::::::-So~~sJt~ 
James B. Liner ...................................................................................... Guidance 
Galen L. Miller ........................................................................................ Soc. Stu. 
Mn. Virginia M.iller .............................................................. Homo Economlca 
Mrs. Annabel Moore ................................................................................ English 

~phEO~t:r ~--... ~~'.°:.~~ .. ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:. ~!!'."1't~ 
James Pauley .................................................................................... .Mo.th. & Soi. 
Charlotte L. Phillips ................................... ......................................... Pbyo. Ed. 
Mark G. Phillips .............. - ................................................................... Ind. Arts 
Mrs. Edna Raddina- .......................................................... English & Soc. Stu. 
Mrs. Bett;y R. Reynolds .................................................. English &. Soc. Stu. 
John W. R-Oyal .......................................................................... Math. & Englilh 
Mrs. Mildred R . Snowberger ................................................ Home 'Economlc:11 
Joan I. Steele .................................................................................... ··Choral M111lo 
Olive .111. Vincent .................................................................... Science & • Frencb 
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NEWARK SPECIAL DISTRICT (Continued) 
Teacher's Name Grade, & Subjects Taught 

Phylli,, Hartman ...................................................................... Spcci&I Educo.tlon 
Mr&. Margaret Quillen ..................................................... ·-··········· ........ Secretnry 

E. FRANCES MEDILL SCHOOL 
1532 Capitol Trail, Nework, Delaware 

Elwood C. Bittenbender ....................................................................... Principal 

~~T•w~~~e: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::8~::~ g 
Bnyard Hondrlcks ...................................................................................... Grade 6 

~::: ~·::g.e~r'i':elig··::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: :: :::::::::::::::g~~= : 
Mrs. Arlena Smith ...................................................................................... Grade 6 
Hazel V. Johnston ................................................ ..................................... Grade 4 
Mrs. Wilma Gray ........................................................................................ Grade 4 
Mrs. Emily MeGlinchey ............................................................................ Grade 4 
Mrs. Emilie Huebner ................................................................................ Grade 4 
Mrs. Eleanor Minnich ................................................................................ Grade 8 
Isabelle Smith ............................................................................................. Grade B 
Jacqueline Hackett .................................................................................... Grade 8 
Mrs. Janet Miller ...................................................................................... Grade S 
Mrs. Mary L. Brinton .............................................................................. Grade 2 
Mrs. Mugaret Sickman ............................................................................ Grade 2 
MTS. Janet Bugber ...................................................................................... Grade 2 
Mr11. Anna Arnold ...................................................................................... Grade 2 
Mrs. Jean Pile ............................................................................................ Grade 1 
Dimity Phifer .............................................................................................. Grado 1 
M.rs. lltary Mayer . ....................................................................................... Grnde 1 
Anne Beyerlein ............................................................................................ Grade 1 
Miriam Nottingham ..................................................................................... Grade 1 
Jacqueline Beck ....................................................................... .Specinl Education 
Mrs. Po1·othy Davis ................................................................. _. .............. Secretary 

NEW LONDON A VENUE SCHOOL 
New London Ave., Newark, Delaware 

~:.~eg~;a ~~';.:'.ie,.;;··· .. :.·.·:.·:.:·:: .. ~:::::::.:·:::.:·::.·:·.:·: .. •.• .. ·:.:·.·.·.·.·.·:.·.·.:~~.~~j~.~.~'. .. 8~!~: t : 
Mrs. Olive Ryland ........................................................................ .... Grades 2, 8 
Mrs. Gloria Jones ................................ ................................................ Grades 1, 2 

WEST PARK PLACE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
West Park Place, Newark, Delaware 

Dr. John Auletto ...................................................................................... Prlnci,1>al 
John Regan ................................................................ .................................. Grade 6 
Mrs. Helen Parker ..................................................................................... Grade 6 
Clifford Brown ............................................... ..................... ...... ............... .. G,·ade 6 
Mary Melvin ................................................................................................ Grade 5 
MTI>. Elizabeth Ludlow ............................................................................. Grade 5 
Nancy Lange ..... ......................................................... .. .......................... # Grade 4 
John S. W. Smith ...................................................................................... Grade 4 
Joseph Mc Vey .............................................................................................. Grade 4 
Dale Milligan .............................................................................................. Grade 4 
Mre. Dc!lla Cashell ...................................................................................... Grade 3 
Irma Jacquette ........................................................................................... Grade 3 
Mrs. Frances Stavely ................................................................................ Grade S 
Mrs. Faye Rittenhouse .............................................................................. Grade 2 
Mrs. Elsie Everett ...................................................................................... Grade 2 
Mrs. Edith Hendricks ................................................................................ Grade 2 
Mre. Ellut.bc,tb Mendenhall ...................................................................... Grade 1 
Mrs Alice Lopn ............................................................................... ......... Grade 1 
Nancy Layton .............................................................................................. Grade 1 
Patricia Salt• ............................................................................................ Secretary 

NEW CASTLE SPECIAL DISTRICT 
9th and Delaware Streets, New Castle, Delaware 

Board of Education 
Term Expires 

1957 J. Herbert Tobin, President ........ 14 W. 4th Street, New Castle 
1958 William J. Mc:Kelvey, Jr ......................... Penn Acree, New Castle 
1959 Georire B. JOeaver ...................... 211 W. Grant Ave., New Castle 
1960 Norman L. Rosoiter .................... Llangollen Estates, New Ca.stle 

Joseph R. Kleckner, Secretary and Supedntendent 

WILLIAM PENN JUNIOR-SENIOR filGH SCHOOL 
9th and Delaware Streets, New Castle, Delaware 

Joseph H. Eshleman .............................................. Administrative Assistant 
Charles E. Smith ................ ...... _ .. ··········-···-······· ................ _ .... ..R.S. Principal 
James C. 1,iol?ctt, Jr ................................................ .Aaalataut ELS. Prinei)lal 
Lo11ise Archbold ............................................................................... .Homemnklng 
Mrs. Catherine Armstrong .................................................................... Librarian 
Clyde Arnold .................................................................................. Industrial Arta 
Harold S. Barr ..................................................................... .Business Education 
Robert M. Barto .......................................................................................... English 
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NEW CASTLE SPECIAL DISTRICT (Continued) 
Teachers Name Grades & Subjects Taught 

Robert V. llenson ........................................................................ Jndustrlal Arts 
Ke.itb F. Bentham ..................................................................................... English 
Charles W. Bleakney .......................................................................................... Art 
Eugene S. Bucher .............................................. - ...................................... Seicmoo 
Otis Chapman ...................................................... Health & Physical Education 
Theodore H. Clark .......................................... ·-····-· ................... $().,lal Studies 
lllrs. Estelle W. Cochran ................................................................. .Mnthematlca 
Wlll1nm L. Cole .............................................................. ...... Science & Athletics 
Robert Coleman . ............................................................................. Socinl Slodles 
Cnrolyn C. Cottrill ........................................................................ Social Sludies 
Mrs. Eleanor 0. Davidson .............................................................. Homcmaldng 

~'i:'.:. 1:l,3u~10.~ n..~~~~.~ ... ::::::::::::::=:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~:l~~ 
John E. Edwards ... -····-.. ··-··· ................................................. Soeial Studies 
Francis W. Fenton .................. - ................................................................. Science 
Eugene S. Fogler ..................... ·- ·································· ...... Business Education 
Her be.rt H. Fox ...................................................................... llualnesa Edncation 
Leon B. Gilbert .................................................................................. Mathematics 
Mary E. Hackney .................................................................. Businesa Education 
Grace S. Harrison .............................................. Health & Physical Education 
William L. Hopkins ............................................................ ................. Counselor 
Charles O. Horn .................................................................... Business Education 
Dr. Jon Huston ............................................................................... Social Studies 

~ii~if ::t~}{:~f i~Ji~f f {il[f ii~ 
John P. M:,;y ......................................................................... .BWllncas EduC18.tlon 
George V. McJneyre ...................................................................... Social Studie:, 
Elio:abeth J. Mmer .......................................................................... Social Studies 
Donald F. Murtagh ......................................................................... Mathematics 
Edward J. Newman ..................................................................... lnduatrinl Arta 
Mrs. Florence S. Newtoil .......................................................... Latin & French 
nobert W. Ney ............................................................................................. Science 
Wallace W. Pnncoast ................................................... Instrumental Music 
Charles H. Reid . ............................................................................... Vocal M W1!e 
Mo.ynard Reinbold ............................................................................ Mnthc,matica 
Mrs. Virginia D. Ryan ....................................................... .Business Education 
Braden S. Shoupe .......................................................................... Social Studies 

~:,.~ Ifiie~r:~:;,;;;;;;··:::::::.:·:.·.·:::.·::.·:::::::.:·:.~::.::.':.":.'.".'.".'.'.'.".".".'.'.'.'.'.'.".".".'.'.".".".".".".".".".".".".".~t~b~a~~~! 
Glenn Stover ............................................................................................ Counselor 

t:1. T~1;,1e~~··:·.:·.:·::.:· . .-.:·.:·.-.-.::·.··.-.·.:.:·:.::::·.:·.·.:·:.-.:.:·.-::.::·.::·:.·:.·.·:::.:::E.~~1.~~.~ .~ .. ~-:r~l:~ 
Edward W. White ........................................ Business Ed. & Distributive 0cc. 

~~1!'\v 'XN~i2.~.~ .. ·.·.·::::.:·:. ::.::·:.:·.:··::.:·:: .. :·:::::::::.·:::::::::::::.:·.:·::.::·::.:·::::::.·::··.·::·.~s!1!~~ 
Kenneth Wood ...... ....................................................................... Social Studies 
George W. Zimmerman .............................................................. Industrial Arts 
Mrs. Marie A. Le Vigne .... ......................................................................... .Nurae 

SE: !;tfei ~=~~ .. :.-::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:~:~'.~~::!:~~~~g 
CARRIE DOWNIE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Frenchtown Road, New Castle, Delaware 

g~::!.f.i ii: tt;;;,!:t .::::::::.:::.::::::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::.::::.::::::::::::::~:~::::::::::.:~i;a~:•~ 
Harold V. Marshall .................................................................................... Grade 6 
Louise Shepherd .......................................................................................... Grade 6 
Thomas Metzo ... ........................................................................................... Grade 6 
Elizabeth T. Jone• ...................................................................................... Grade 6 
.John G. McMaster ...................................................................................... Grade 6 
Mrs. Hazel Rausch .................................................................................... Grade 4 
Ray E. Middleton ...................................................................................... Grade 4 
Mrs. Ruth N. Ross ...................................................................................... Grade 4. 
Mary· A. Watson ...................................... .................................................. Grnde 3 
Mrs. Olefa Davia ............................... - ...................................................... Grade 3 
Barbara Hoeb .................................. - ......................................................... Gro.de 3 
Mrs. Marian n. Sullivan ............ _ ........................................................... Grade S 
Barbara Reynolds .................................................................................... Grade 2 
Barbara Miruk ............................................................................................ Grade 2 
Marjorie Montgomery ............................................................................. Grade 2 
Mra. Palestine Vanderpool ...................................................................... Grade 2 
Mrs. Ruth Z. Duling ................................................................................ Grado l 
Mrs. Clara J. Ennla _ ............................................................................... Grade l 
Mra. Marca Alexander ............................................ .................................. Grade l 
Mrs. Kathleen Barry ................................................................................ Grado 1 
Mra. Naomi S. Gorrel ................................................. - ... - ...... - ................. Mu.sic 

~: ~~ Ha:.~":~"!',,;···.::·.·.::·.::·.·.·::::::::.·.:·::::.:·::.:·.::· .................... ~-:::::::.s~:'..~ 
WILMINGTON MANOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

E. Roosevelt Aven11e, New Castle, Delaware 
Robert Davis .. ........................................................................................... Principal 
William Balant ............................................................................................ Grade 6 
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NEW CASTLE SPECIAL DISTRICT (Continued) 
Teachers Name Grades & Subjects Taught 

~~i~~if :~ ~~!~:]'.] iii il~[{~[~~~]! ! 
Norma J . Bendistis .................................................................................... Grade • 
Valentine J. Sotis ............................. ......................................................... Grade • 
Mrs. Etnma H . Janowt1kl ........................................................................ Grade 3 
Mra. E lizabc?th Middleton ........................................................................ Grndc 8 
E. Kate Gladstone ...................................................................................... Grade 3 
Susnnne Rall ................................................................................................ Grade 3 

~~~n~~thSf~~r .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::--.... ····-··· .. ::g~:~: ~ 
B. Marjorie Lynam .................................................................................... Grade 2 

~~ MC~~:l~t ::~:~~~.~.~ .. ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::g~:~: ~ 
Mrs. GBr nett Mnrshnll ······································································-·····Grade 1 
Mrs. Elisabeth Parsons ......................................... ·-·-···························Grade 1 
Sara M. Penney .......................................................................................... Grade l 
Mrs. J ean Hunter .......................................................................................... Music 
Benjamin S. Davis ...................................... Related & Motivation Activitiet1 
Mm . LBura Matthews ................................... - ..................................... Seorct.Bry 

MANOR PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Bassett Avenue, Manor Park, New Castle, Delaware 

Carl A. Wilson .................................. ····•·····································-··-···Prlncipnl 
Andrew Cowell .... ·••················-·· .................................................... _._ •.... Gradc 6 
Louis P. Recla ·······················-···-·· .. •·•··•··•••••··•·••·•••••••••• ......................... Grade 5 
Donald Hummel .......................................................................................... Grade 4 

f ;Itll~t":.~~:~:~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::L~: i 
Rose M. Arcuri ........................................................................................... Grade 8 
Mrs. Velma Atkinson ................................................................................ Gndo 8 

:_;:: ~:~. EM!;:n~ .. ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::8~:~: ~ 
l\hs. Ernia K. Wood .................................................................................. Grade 2 
Mrs. E lvira Snyder .................................................................................... Grade l 
Mrs. Christine Driscoll ............................................................................. Grade 1 
Mn. Oliva M. Bohenick ............................................................................ Grade l 
J ean G. Tfbbs .............................................................................................. Grade I 

~ ~tr~t,~eJ:Y .:·.·.·.·::::::.:·::::.:·:.:::~::::.:·.:·:.:·:.:~:.:·:::::::::.·:::::::::::::::::::.:·:::."Ef;;~:t:; 
Dr. Jewell Haddock ................................................................................ Cou.nse.lor 
Mrs. Mary E. N ichols ............................................................ ..................... Music 
Royce Penson .. ........................................... ..Related &: Motivation Actlvit it'll 
Mrs. Elizabeth X . Raab ..................... - ................................................ .Sccrcta.ry 

I 

BOOKER T WASHINGTON SCHOOL 
4th and South Streets, New Caatle, Delaware 

M-rs. Mildred Thomas .................................................................... Grades 6, 7, 8 
Altamoae Northern .... - ......... - .......................................................... Grades 4, 6 

BUTTONWOOD SCHOOL 
Buttonwood Avenue, New Ca.etle, Dela•are 

:,!:""~';,1°11i:"s~~r:tt ·::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~t':;8d!; l: ~ 
REHOBOTH SPECIAL DISTRICT 

Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 
Board of Education 

Term Expires 
1958 Jay D. Wingat.e, President .................................... Rehoboth Beach 
1967 J • .AJcthur Downing ................................................ Rehoboth Beach 
19S9 Margaret S. Dick .................................................... Rehoboth Beach 
1960 John A. McManu• .................................................. Rehoboth Beach 

Dr. J. A. V&nsant, Secretary and Superintedeut 

REHOBOTH SCHOOL 
Rehoboth Beach, Delaware 

Lilm Brinkley ............................................................................................... .English 
Thomas J. Butter)y ...................... _ .............................................. Social Studl.., 
Frank L. Covcleskl ................................... .Hea ltil & P hysical Ed., Athletica 
John H . DuBois ....................... - ·········· .. ··.Foreign Languagff & Atbletlca 
Mn<. Ann Ewing ....................................................... .Mathematica & Lfbrarlan 
William J . Hayes ................. -................................................................ Mu•lc 
Warren S. Hays ....................................... Core, Reading Consult .. AthleUcs 
Archie R. J ol'd.Bn ................................................. .Indu.atrial Art.I & Athletica 

~;i:~~~~;·:~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::.-::::::::::=l:i~~rE 
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REHOBOTH SPECIAL DISTRICT (Continued) 
Teachers Name Grades & Subjects Taught 

W. E . Reifsnyder ................................................................................................ Art 
Cecil Walker ........................................................... Counselor & Social Studies 
Edward L . Williams .................................... Business Education & A.thletlc:a 
Mrs. Ethelyn Vogel ................................. .Elementary P rincipal & Grnde , 
Edwnrd J. Hurley ••••• - ····················· .. ····························Grade 6 & Athletics 

: ~: r : ~~ettv!ff~u.~ ..::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::8 ~:~: : 

i::.f.3iaMc:~n·o;;···::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::8~~: : 
Mrs. Andree DuBois ·········-············· .......................................................... Grade ( 

r.?.0~li~i.a~;?~i1::::::::::::::::::::::::::.-:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::IEi: ! 
Mrs. Charlotte Bailey ................................. ·-·········-·······························Grade 1 
Mrs. Mar ian E. Boucher ................................ - ... ·-···· .............................. Grade 1 

~ ~lsH~·ef o~i~';.y;;;;,ff,i'~···::·.::::::·:.:·.:·.:·.::~·.:·.:::::::::::·.::·:::·.::::::::··:::::::::::::~~~ ~i:a'! 
Mrs. Edna H. VanSant ............................................................ Senior Secretary 
Mra. P hyllis Rill -····················································································Secrctnry 

Term Expires 

SEAFORD SPECIAL DISTRICT 
Seaford, Delaware 

Board of Education 

1957 Jacob R. Moore, President ... ...... .......... lJenrn's Pond, Seaford 
1958 Dr. I. Benson Allen ...................................... Spring Street, Seaford 
1959 Cecil B. Tull .... ............. , ............................. Stein Highway, Seaford 
1960 Marvin L. Bradley ............................. 631 Phillipe Street, Seaford 

Dr. Kenneth C. Madden, Secretary and Superintendent 
Central Administn.tfve Ollice 

Seaford, Delaware 
John W. Royal .. . .... .. 
Mn. Gertrude W. J eeter 
Janice Workman 

........................................... Administrative Assistant 
.......................................................... Senior Secretary 
...................................... Superintendent's Secretary 

SEAFORD HIGH SCHOOL 
Seaford~ Delaware 

Edward J . Moynihan ................................................................... .11.S. Principal 
M. Ellubetb Berry ........ . ..................................................... Buslncn Education 
B ryrm Bennett ................................................................ Mathematics & Science 
Robert Bergn,an ............................................................................ I ndustrial Arts 
Donald W. Campbell .................................................... Ma thematics & Science 
Orval Cnrncy .............................................................. Social Studies & English 
David Cline ············-· ....................... _ ................................................ Choral Music 
Bernud Cunning hnm ... .................... .... Social Studica. English. Athletics 
Mrs. Aurelia C. Dawson ..................... ....................... Mathematica & Science 
Robert P. Dowd ......................................... .Health & P hll8ic11l Ed., Atbletic:a 
Mrs. Madeline A. Dunn .................................................................................... Art 
L eon R. E llis ... .. ................................................ - .......................... Socio.1 Studies 
Mrs . Helen B. Elzey ...................................... ............................................ English 
Mrs. Kilton P. Fallon ................................................ Science & Mathcma ties 
Pnul J . Fenstermaker ........................ Mechnnlcal Drawing & l\fathcmatica 
Mxs. Katie L. Handt .................................................. Science &: Mathemntlcs 

~i :~Eilfi~~~.;.::·:~;~;·;·~--;-;·;·;·i~);;;;-;;-;;;-;;);-;;;;·;;;;;;;;;;;)~·j;)i~~~~!E 
Robert Lockennan ....................................................... .Mathematica & Science 

8~f:.!e°L.MJ"iii: .::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~':.t1hs':Ji~ 
5 i/l~:t~~~~~.~~.·.-.·:··::··::::::··:·::::::_-::::::::::::·.:~.-. .-.·._-.. :::::.::::::::::i:iiZ::~~1~:zb! 
Jamee J . Pauley ..................................................... .Mathematics & Science 
Ea rl J . Peterson ............................................................... .Instrumental MWllc 
Char lot te L. Ph!lllps .............................. Health & Phyaieal Ed., Athletics 
Mark G. Philli1>• •••• ········-·······•························ ........................... JndWltrlal Art8 
Mrs. Edna Radding ................................................. En&llsh & Social Studies 
Mrs. Betty R. Reynolds ............. ·- ···· .. ····················English &. Social Studies 
Jletty Small . . ........................................................................................... .English 
Mrs. Mildred H. Snowberger ............................................... .H.ome Econ ~mlca 

iif t. fi~ti;tt~f i;/?.t\C/\\\//i\.i./.tt.)}I~[~.~:!f ~ 
CENTRAL ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Seaford, Delaware 
Peter A. Mollahan ...................................................... Elementary Principal 

!l!~~:~r~;~ ~:;:i ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::8~::: i 
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" 
MOUNT PLEASANT SPECIAL DISTRICT (Continued) 

Teacher's Name Grades & Subjects Taught 

I If ilif lf f (i:I!]]~l'.~i~l,I 
l\trs. Stella F. Yang ...................................... ......... ._ .. School Lunch Manager 
Ru!us E. Grove ............................................................................ Chi<>f Custodian 

EDGE lltOOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Brandywine Boulevard & Edi-e l\toor Road, Wilmington 2, Delaware 

i~n"hF.Co7::r~. ·1~.··:· .. :·::.::·:.:·.::·:.::·.~::·::::.:·::.:·.::·.~~.:::·:.:·::::.'.'.:·.::·::.:-_.:::.:·::.::·::.:·.~G~';._~:"J 
Mrs. Eli~abeth P. Solndler ................................................................... Gr:tde 6 

I ffi~tttf ]~ ;~~f :I~~ ::~ti ii: l:t:I~ ! 
Mra. Fletn G. Steward ............................................................................. G=de 3 

~~t~~~f !i_ ~·:~~;-;:;:~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: !~i: I 
~: fXin:·w~1;~°.:: .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::=::::::::::::::::::::::::::g~:~: ½ 
William C. Adams ........................ ·-······· ............................... Speelal EducaUon 

~ .. :..~b D~~fs ·L .... Robso~· .. :::::::::::::~:::~:~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~~.~.~ .. r~;!~ 
Mrs. Emily Smith ........................................................ School Lunch Manager 
H. RuaseU Smith .... . .................................................... , ........ Chief Cu1todian 

RIVER ROAD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
1314 River Road, Wilminrton 3, DeL 

!?1.i~[!l~lllli±lIJiil!f 1111111 
SE: tf~~:t~A~!ri!~~~:·:::::::;::::::~::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::!~:i~ i 
~E: i:i::i:Yr.-titi;;:?:::::::::::~:=:::::::::::::::::::.::::: .. :::::::::::::=::::::::::::::~m i 
Mra. Lllura C. Greei: .............................................................................. Grade 2 
Mra. Beatrice N. Donalson .......................................... _ ........................ Grade 2 
Mrs. Sue O. P ritchett .......................................................................... - .. Grade 2 

SE: E~~i:··i. ~~:~~::::::.:::::::::::::::::~::~::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::8~!: i 
::::: ~:::i1y;· flcl!~fh .... :·:::::.:·.:·::.::·::·.::::.::·.:~.;::·.::·:.::::·.·.:::·::·.::·.,::·.:::·.·:.:·.:::::~~!tr; 
.Mrs. Anna Hlr~el .............................. .......................... School Lunch Manogo.r 
Roy Riddleberger ........................................................................ Cble.f Custodian 

SILVERSIDE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Silve.rside & Carr Roacl.s, WIimington 3, Dclawore 

Jack G. Rockwell ........................ ........................................................... Principnl 

~~k~~P.ft.u·-~:::~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::g~:: : 
Mra. Ethel E . Ricbarda ............................................................................ Grade 0 
William C. Lowe ...................................................................................... Grode 5 
Mrs. Wlni!red H. liaiber ........................................................................ Grado G 

:ibcl ~~1";..!i.!if~ .. :::::::::::::: .. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::8~~~ : 
Mrs. Nellie F. McMinn ............................................................................ Grade 4 
Mrs. Jane H. Snyder .............................................................................. Grade 4 
Mrs. Edith J . Dalbey .............................................................................. Grade 3 
Mrs. Evelyn K. Friday .......................................................................... Grndo 3 
Vivian L. Lovele11 ......... ............ - ......................................................... Grado S 
Mra. Eva F . Ezrailson ............................................................................. Grade ! 
Mrs. Mnry J ane McGinnis .................................................................... Grado I 

i~lil~ii::f ~Iltl!:ii~ ~ i~=~l 
Mrs. Mary Episcopo .................................................... School Lunch Manairt~ 
Albert R. Grlfilth ........................................................................ Chief Custodial\ 
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NEW CASTLE SPECIAL DISTRICT 
9th and Delaware Streets, New Castle, Del. 

Board of Education 
Term Expires 

1961 J . Herbert Tobin, President .......... 14 W. 4th St., New gast:e 
1958 William J. McKelvcy, Jr ..................... P-,nn Acres, New &ate 
1959 George B. KIHver ............... - .. 211 W. Grant Ave,. ~cw Cas { 
1960 Norman L. Roniter .................. Llongollen Estnt.cs, ew Cast e 

Joseph R. Kleckner, Seeretnry and Superintendent 

CENTRAL ADl\lINJSTRATIVE OFFICE 
9th and Delaware S treet.. New Cast.le, Delaware 

'l'eaeber's Name Gradea & Subjec!A Taught 
J oseph H. Eshleman ............................................... .Administrative :1111intant 
?oira. Elmira. N. Duncan ........ - .............................................. Senior S ocretnry 

~~: ¥_l~~!!eia~th~~ :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·.:::::::··· .. : ... ::::::::::·.::::s~:~ 

25 



NEW CASTLE SPECIAL DISTRICT (Continued) 
CARRIE DOWNIE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Frenchtown Road, New Castle, Delaware 
Teacher's Name Grades & Subjects '!'aught 

Homer N . St.c,wart ........................................ -·---·-........................ _ .. Principal 

::;;~;,,f¥~ 11~~~'\.":fit .. ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::•g:::~: g 
~~~~:. 1tef~P~~ .::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::g~~: g 
John G. McMastcu· ..................... _ .............................................................. Grade 5 
EliZAbetb T. Jonos .................................................................................... Grnde 5 
Mn. Ruth N. Ross .................................................................................... Grade ◄ 

!=:.i~.:i~dl~t~:::::::~:::::::::::::::::::::~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~8~~ ; 
.Mrs. Marea Alex.ander ....................................................................... - ..... Grade 3 
Mrs. Oleta Davis ... .. ............................................. .................................. Grade 3 

:~~ r!~i'anwu~s:11i;;;·,:;--::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.8~:j~ : 
Mrs. Lois K. Eckbroth ......... .................................................................. Grade 2 
Barbara Miruk .................................................... •·- ······· .... • ... · ................ Grode 2 
Barbara Reynolds .... .. .. ..................................................................... Grade 2 

~: ~~~~it.e D~~/'nde•r~.~ .. :::::::::;:::::::::::::::::::::::::::=::::::::··::::::::::::::::8~; ~ 
Dorla Simon ..... .......... .................................................................... ............ Grade I 
BarbnrR Hoch ................... ............................................................... . .... Grade 1 
Patricia Smith .......................................................................................... Grado 1 
Mrs. Naomi S. Gorrell ......................................... .. .................................. Muaic 
Mrs. Miriam Cray ....... ..... .. ................ _ ......................................... - .. Nurse 
Mrs. Dorothy W . .Peckhnm ................................................................. Secretnry 

WILMINGTON MANOR ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
East Roosevelt Avenue. New Castle, Delaware 

Robert L. Da,•is ....... .. ......................................................................... Principal 
Williom Balant ........................................................ - ................................ Grade 6 
Mrs. Lyle Kleckner ........ .......................... ..... . ...................................... Grade G 
Edw:ird Snyder ..... - ......................... - . .. _ ................................................. Grade G 
Frederick May ........ .................................................................................... Grode Ii 

f1;1wJ?.~~~.1::::::::::::::~::::::::::?.~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::=:=:::::::::::::::=:::§~m i 
Carol J. Boy• .............................................. ............................................. Grade ◄ 

t;:.~ r,r;,.,J;:hJ'." Rcl"t;;;··:::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::::-_::::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::·8~!~: : 
Mrs. Emma H. Jano,vaki ........................................................................ Grade :I 
E. Kote Gladstone ............................ ..... ............................................ Grade 3 
Mrs. Eli""1>eth .Middleton ........................................................................ Grade 3 

:~
5M~~:J'.. 'l~n"i!"!n ··:::::::::::::·::.:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~::~:::::::::··::::::::··8~~~ ! 

M.ra. Ruth Smith ................................. - .................................. - ... - ........... Grnde 2 

~!f~n ?,~.r1r;;;~J';!o~~~.~ .. ::::::::.::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .. 8~j! ~ 
Mrs. Garnet Marshall ............................................................................. Grade I 
Mrs. Olllnl J. Ennis ..................................... _ ...................................... .... Grado I 
Mn. Donna Boyu ...................................................................................... Grado I 
Sara Mnc Penney ..................................................................................... Grado I 
Mrs. Jean Bunter ........................................... - ...................................... - Music 
Benjamin S. D:ivis ................................... Rcfated & Mot.ivntlon Activltiee 
Mrs. Miriam Jester ....................................................................................... Nur•o 
Mra. Elva Lyon .. .. ................................................................................ Secretary 

MANOR PARK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
Bassett Avenue., Manor Park, New Castle. Delaware 

Carl A. Wilson ........................................................................................ Principal 

r~~·r!v•~w~'ff'd~~ ... :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::::::::::::::::::g:::~~ i 
e]t i~11

r~rr~~~~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::8~:i: i 
Arabelle Waller ............................................................. - .......................... Grade 6 
Mr■. Patricia Kelly .................................................................................... Grade ◄ 
Donald Humm.el .......................................................................................... Grade , 
Ellen Elaenhour .................................. - ..................................................... Grade 4 
Dnvid llcnry ................................................................................................ Grade ◄ 
Nancy E. Bailey ·-···· .. ··· ............................ _ ........................................ _.Grade 3 
Detty J. Faison ........................................ _ .............................................. Grado 3 

~:::: r~~~.; ~~kk°:!:.!rd~··:::::::::::::::::::::::::~::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::g~:~: : 
Norma J. Bondlatis .................................................................................. Grndo a 
Mrs. Erma K. Wood ..... - ........................................................................ Grndo ~ 
Mn. Grace Moo,·e ................ _ ................................................................... Grnde a 
Mn. Eileen C. May .................................................... _ ........................... Grado 2 
Mra. Donna W1,lsa ...................................................................................... Grade 1 
.Mr&. Olivia Dohenick . ............................................................................... Graae t 
Mra. Christine Driscoll ... .............. - ........................................................ Grade L 
Grace E. Duling ......................................................................................... Grado 1 
Mrs. Mnry E. N ichols ............................................... ................... ,. ............. lllualo. 
Royce Pennon ............................................. .Related & Moti~-ation Actlvitfet 
Mrs. Elizabeth K. Rash ........................................................................ Secretary 

26 

NEW CASTLE SPECIAL DISTRICT (Continued) 
BOOKER T. WASHINGTON SCHOOL 

4th and Sonth Streets, New Castle, Delaware 

Teacher's N ame 
Sylvester Wool!ord 
Altamese Northern 

Grades & Subjecta Taught 
........ Grades 7, 8 

................................................................. Grades 6, 6 

Term Expires 

NEWARK SPECIAL DISTRICT 
83 East Main Street, Newark, Del 

Board of Education 

1960 Joseph M. McVey, President ..... .228 S. College Ave., N ewark 
1961 Martin Gauger, Vice--President ........ Paper Mill Road, Newark 
1959 W. Franklin Wilson ................ ..... . 68 W. P..rk Pince, Newark 
1958 J. Pea.rce Cann .................... Window & Orchard Rd., Newark 

Wilmer E. Shue, Secretary and Superintendent 

CENTRAL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 
83 East Main Street, Newatk, Delaware 

F. Robert Mercer ...................................................... Admlnlatnltive AAsiatnnt 
Mrs . Rebe<:ca Runnels .............................................. School Lunch Supervisor 

t~~0n!~~bJnx~~8L~o;;~ ... ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~~~.~'. .. ~t~::: 
Dr. Samuel Wriebt ................. .......... ............. ............. _ ............................. .Doctor 

:~: ~~:otf.~8i~ wi~icnh~;;:,·::::::::::::::::::::::::::::~:::::~:::::::::::~.~~1~.r.t~~=~ 
Mrs. Elizabeth W. Young .... .................................. . ....... Secretar y 
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T20(ilj20079649 
"1chael Ba~taglia 
New Castle Rec~rder DE£ 

DEED 

Tax Parcel No.21-005.00-048 
Prepared by : Cooch and Taylor 

PO Box 1680 
Wilmington, DE 19899-1680 

Return to: Jacob Balick, Esquire 
1211 King Street 
P.O. Box 2091 

Wilmington, DE I 9899-2091 

THIS DEED, made this 1st day of October in the year of our LORD two thousand two 

BETWEEN Trustees oftbe New Castle Common, a corporation of"the State of Delaware, party 
of the first part. 

AND 

Buttonwood Civic Association, a corporation of the State of Delaware, party orthe 
second part. 

-wITNESSETH, that the said party ofthe first part. for and in consideration of the swn of one dollar 
lawful money of the United States of Alnerica and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged, hereby grants and conveys unto the said party of the second pan, 
its successors and assigns 

ALL that certaiu tract, piece or parcel of land together with the improvements thereon 
situate on Buttonwood Avenue, City of New Castle. and as shown as Parcel 2 on the S1:1c~division 
Plan of Buttonwood School for The Trustees of New Castle Connnons, (properly known as Trustees 
of the New Castle Common) prepared by VanDemark & Lynch, Inc., Engineers, Planners and 
Surveyors, Wilmington, Delaware, dated April 13, 2002, recorded in the Office of the Recorder of 
Deeds in and for New Castle County Delaware on September 12th, 2002 as instrument number 
20020912-0087439 and described to wit: 

Beginning at a point on the northeasterly side of Buttonwood Avenue (widths varies) said point 
being a comer for Parcel 1 and being distant, South 47°- 15' -00" East, 175.00 feet measured along 
the said northeasterly side of Buttonwood Avenue from a found monument on the southwesterly 
extension of the line dividing Collins Park Addition. Section E and said Parcel 1; 

THENCE from the said point of Beginning and leaving the said northeasterly side of Buttonwood 
Avenue and along the southeasterly line for said Parcel 1, North 42°-45'-00" East, 381 .02 feet to a 
point, in the line of lands now or formerly of Parkway Gravel, Inc. (also known as The Mews at 
Riveredge Park) shown on Microfilm No. 13897, recorded in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds 
in and for New Castle County; 

THENCE partly along the southwesterly lines of said lands now or formerly of Parkway Gravel, 
Inc., South 47"-15'-00" East, 175.0U feet to a point, a comer for lands now or formerly of 4048 
Associates LLC (also known as The Mews at Riveredge Park), shown on Microfilm No. 13897 and. 
recorded in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds in and for New Castle County; 

THENCE along the northwesterly line of said lands now or formerly of 4048 Associates LLC, 
South 42°-45'-00" West. 381.02 feet to a point on the said northeasterly side of Buttonwood Avenue; 

THENCE, thereby, North 47°-15'-00" West, 175.00 feet to the point and place of Beginning; 
Containing within said metes and bounds 1.531 acres of land be the same more or less ... 

t0 3!::l'v'd 9 6 0L999Z:0£ 
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.. .::.,:a.a.;.:.; 

Being a part of the lands and premises conveyed to Trustees of the New Castle Common by deed 
of Epic Corporation dated the 15th day of December 1998 and reoorded in the office of the Recorder 
of Deeds in and for New Castle County Delaware in deed record 2 5 56 page 219. 

GRANTEE'S ADDRESS 
111 Buttonwood. Aveuue 
New Castle, DE 19720 

TAX PARCEL NUMBER 
21-00S .00-04.8 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF. the said, Trus~~es o~~New Castle Common, a corporation of 
the State of Delaware. has caused its name by ~~fs~DeA;-e&Bkl i~resident to be hereunto 
set, and the common and corporate seal of the said corporation to be herewito affixed, duly attested 
by its Secretary, M. Anita Banks, the day and year first above written. 

SEALED AND DELIVERED 
IN THE PRESENCE OF 

·L.~1--
Witness 

STATEOFDELAWARE ) 

NEW CASTLE COUNTY ) 

ATTES~zn.-.. tZu.~.~ 
Secretary 

[ corpoi:-ate seal ] 

ss 

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on this 1st day of October, in the year of our LORD 
two thous~two oersonally came before me, the Subscriber, a Notarial Officer for the State of 

, ·,,1. .. ,,..- :i::.. "'"'c.. v~c. 
Delaware, ~s J.~eAsGaais, rresident of Trustees of the New Castle Common , a corporation ! 
existing wider the laws of the State of Delaware, party to this Indenture, known to me personally to 
be such, and acknowledged this Indenture to be his act and deed and the act and deed of said 
corporat ion, that the signature of the President thereto is in his own proper handwriting and the seal 
affixed is the common and corporate seal of said corporation, and that his a c t of sealing, executing, 
acknowledging and delivering said Indenture w as duly authorized by a r~solution of the Board of 
Directors of said corporation. 

GIVEN under my Hand and Seal of office, the day and year aforesaid . 

........ ~~.M 
Notarial Officer 

l\_n<Jre"J P_ T;q"lor, Attorney.at-Law 
N()12na1 Otfieer-state of Delaware 

Ponnanent Commtt,s~ 
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Buttonwood Colored School 

New Castle County 
One room 
Construction started -

n completed 
Cost $13,741.82 

12/1/25 
4/26/26 
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~ Buttonwood Colored School 

New Castle County 
One room 
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i,ci.dit ion Button·. ooa (Colored) 

N~·,: Castle Speci.'.1J. Di s t. 

June 9, 1938 

Addition Buttonwood (Col) 

N C St le Special Dist. re,; a 

June 9, 1938 





May 18, 1958 

~' There was a meeting of the Board of Education in the school office at 8:00 

M., with Messrs. Deakyne, Eliason, Speicher, Appleby, and Burr present. 

The m:lJ'lutes of May 4 were approved. 

The Superintendent presented a report concerning the completion of the new 

tio the Buttormood School and stated that Dr. HolloV1ay has agreed to assist 

he furnishing of the nevr room • . \ .. 
erintendent reported that work on the placing of the assessment lists 

ew tax levy is progressing according to the school laws. He stated that 

tJleasfessment lists have been received from Mr. Hushebeck, that advertiseme~ts 

ff beil}g~ serted in the local nev,spaper and in the two WilJn:i.ngton daily newspapers, 

arid that the lists are being posted in their usual places. Vlednesday evening., 

set as the meeting night on which to hear any appeals concerning the 

the evening whe~ the tax rate would be set. 

Quotations were -received on the placing of rain gutters and rain spouts 

:Won t~e two local colored school buildings. No action was ta.ken on this matter 

·.and~the quotation was ordered held over until a later neeting. 

Official notification was received from the State Board of Education stating 

the Hares Corner School District has been consolidated 'V','ith the Nffiv Castle 
. ' ;, 

Special School District. The Superintendent was instructed to write to the 

Secretary of .the State Board in order to find out if there is any furthe:r action 

which should .be taken by this Boa.rd concerning this consolidation and if there is 
' ~ 

. any further correspondence which we should have with the state Board concerning 
~ . 

. this le~l action. 

A ~uotation of $15.00 was received from Mr. Thomas Steele of Wilmington for 

the painting of the three flagpoles in the local school district. The Superintendent 
.• ! . 

mas instructed to ask this painter several questions before accepting tlus ·quotation; 

namely, does this quotation cover labor and paint or only labor? Does this painter 

carry any type 

of paint? 

of liability insurance? Does this quotation cover one or t\10 coats 

The question as to whether or not the school grounds might be used by outside 
;". . ? 

~oups received ,,f considerable discussion and it vra.s the consensus of opinion that a 

definite policy should be adopted concerning this matter but no action \WS taken 

at the time of this, m.eeting. 
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June 1, 1938 

T~e wa~ a meeting of the Board of Education in the school office at 8:00 P. M., 
l . ~ I :l ,· . 

lfi~h Messrs.:; Deakyne, Eliason, Speicher, Appleby, and Bl1IT present. 
) . 
t · 

The minutes or May 18 were approved. 

The superintendent reported that, with the exception of the painting of the 

interior and exterior woodwork, the additional room built on to the Buttonwood School 

has been completed and 'Will be ready for occupancy in September. An additional pro-
... ,. ' • 

,;~ 
ject 1.s being approved by the ?IPA covering the painting work which will be done during 

. ·, 
the swmner mantis. It was the consensus of opinion that Dr. Holloway should be con-

tacted again concernine furniture for the new room. 

The Superintendent reported that he baa received a number of applications and 
,· 

1 ~s .interviewed quite a number of applicants for the vacancy on the high school staff 

in pey-sical education for boys and commercial subjects. He stated that he probably 

would be in a position 'to make a recommendation at the time of the next. meeting. 

No appeals.were received concerning the tax levy for 1958-59. A motion was passed 

that the tax rate for 1958-39 be set at 10¢ per $100.00 and that this in!orma.tion 

together 111th a copy of the assessment list be forwarded to the Co'llllty Tax Collector, 
,l ' .., 

Mr. Claude U'oshell. 

mhe superintendent reported that the camnencement activities are proceeding 
• ·t 

very nicely and that other activities concernine the closing of school are being , 

taken care of. 

The question of group insurance for athletic teams was discussed but no action 

was taken by the Board. It vras the consensus of opinion that the local Board should 

ask the state Supervisor of Physical FA.ucation to keep us informed as to what is 

being. done by the State as a whole concerning this matter. The item was ordered dropped 

from the agenda. 

A request was received from men living at Buttonwood, asking far permission to 

play baseball on the Buttonwood School playfield. The Superintendent• s recommendation 

~~ that this request be granted was approved. 

The purchase of a new mowing machine received quite a bit of discussion. It was 

the feeling of the Board that a reliable person should be secured to repair the old 

mc,,rer,~d to quote a prive on the value of the ma.chine both as to trade-in allowance 
~ 

and as to straight sale value,; that two propositions should be secured on the possible 

purchase of a new mower to be used on th9 athletic field; and that it should be under­

t ~ 8tood that if equipment is rented, the money paid for this purpose should app~ on the 
i;_ • 

l ·j actual sales cost., if the equipment is purchased at a later date. 
~ .'~ 
i 1 
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,- . 
vision. The Superintendent was instructed to convey this message to Dr. 

Holloway, 'Secretary to the State Board of Education. 

The Superintendent presented a letter from the Delaware Safety council, 

asld.ng the local Board of Education if they would like to make use of the ., 

Standard Student AcciElent Report System. It was the consensus of opinion that 

the local Board is willing to cooperate in this activity but v,e feel that the 
.. 

teachers should not be elven too much extra clerical work. 

~ The Superintendent reported that Mr. Coulbourne, teacher in the nutt.omtood 

School, w6ulcl like to have an oil stove for use in connection with his hot lunch 

project at the Buttormood School. It was the consensus o:f opinion that if a 

stovj, of this sort does not interfere w-lth the insurance on the building it has 
•• f 

:w. .. \ ,;_ 

the appr;9val of the Board • 

. The question was raised as to whether or not the local district is eligible 

£or exemptions from the gasoline true on gasoline used for ~chool purposes. The 
l . t 

superintendent was instructed to take this matter up with the State Department 

of Public Instruction, , 

The f ollcming bills were ordered paid when due: 

M:i;ddle States Association 
Scholastic 
Reyna§. & Hitchcock 
G:i!mi and Co. 
Thomas Nelson & Sons ,. 
Education Digest 
School Board Journal 
George M. Kern 
Rose Goudiss 

;• Huber & co. 
• Edward E. Babb & Co. 
J. T. & L. E. Eliason, Inc. 
Harry H. Haines 

··\• ., Central Scientific Co. 
' • • o. H. Graham 

Willia.Ir. r1. Gann, Inc. 
Robelen Piano Co. 
Sanborn studio 
Bel. of Water & Light Com. 
J. T. & L. E. Eliason, Inc. 
Vlilliam Deakyne 
Bullen Chemical Co. 
Sterl. Soap & Chem. Co. 
Quillen Bros. 
Porter Cable Machine co. 
George & Lynch 
E. Challeneer & son 
Samuel Engle Burr 
Horace L. Deakyne 
Patrick McGrory 
J. Rogers Holcomb 
Pennsylvania Railroad 

Accrediting Fee 
Books 

II 

II 

II 

II 

II 

Supplies 
II 

II 

II 

11 

II 

II 

Transportation 
Printing 
Tuning Pianos 
Photoeraphs 
LJ.e ctric Service 
Coal 

Janitors' Supplies 
II 11 

II 11 

Supplies 
Filling & Sodding Field 
First Aid Supplies 
Travel. E>.1)enses 
Insurance 

It 

II 

Drayage service 

$10.00 
2.00 
1.08 
4.38 
6.29 
2.00 
3,00 
7.46 
2.50 

17.65 
19.69 
40.39 
8.44 
2.18 

38.00 
14. 7-.S 
a.oo 
2.50 

68.85 
21.so 
21.60 
7 .40 
9.65 

.90 
5.89 

79.22 
~.44 

15.45 
110.93' 

95.90 
151.47 

1.50 

$784.01 

I 

I 

I 
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FORWARD 

The New Castle Historical Society is very pleased to 
publish this book in conjunction with its current exhibit, 
Passing on the Story: Afi·ican-Americans in New Castle. 

The historical research that culminated in the exhibit, and now 
this book, is the New Castle Historical Society's first 
meaningful attempt to document the important role of African­
Americans in New Castle's history. 

The first African-Americans arrived in New Castle in the l 660s 
and have been an integral part of the town's history and fabric 
since that time. The exhibit and this book set forth documentary 
information about nineteenth and twentieth-century African­
Americans in New Castle and demonstrate the establishment and 
vitality of African-American churches, neighborhoods, and 
community organizations. The exhibit and this book have brought 
together, for the first time, historical photographs and artifacts 
from the private collections of town residents. 

The Society is indebted to the many individuals who have lent 
objects, photographs and family histories, and who have provided 
interviews about the lives of African-Americans in New Castle. 
The preparation of the exhibit and this book was guided by a 
hard-working steering committee made up of African-Americans 
in the New Castle community, University of Delaware staff and 
students, and members of the New Castle Historical Society. 



II 

The mission of the New Castle Historical Society is, broadly, "to 
intelJ)ret the history of New Castle and its environs." The 
experience of a visitor to the exhibit in sitting on the same 
wooden bench thought to have been used by African-Americans 
passing through New Castle on the Underground Railroad, is 
most certainly an intelJ)retation of New Castle's history not soon 
to be forgotten. The Society hopes that this exhibit and this book 
help paint a better and more complete picture of life in New 
Castle. 

Richard Rodney Cooch 
President, New Castle Historical Society 

January, 2002 
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Courtesy of Mr. & Mrs. Eugene C. Petty 
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INTRODUCTION 

In her Pulitzer-prize winning book Beloved, a fictional 
narrative chronicling the tragic events in the life of an 
enslaved woman, noted author Toni Morrison concludes with 

the haunting refrain, "This is not a story to pass on." This phrase 
is laden with meaning for African-Americans, for whom the 
institution of slavery and the practice of racism has shaped three 
hundred years of life in America. For Morrison's character and 
the millions whom she represents, oral history-passing on a 
story-was the only method of memory, since they were 
forbidden basic skills like reading and writing. An untold story 
represents the loss of history, of memory, and of culture. 

While any examination of African-American history in the United 
States must include a discussion of slavery and its cultural impact 
on the population, both black and white, the topic is not limited to 
a discussion of the horrors of slavery and racism. It encompasses 
a rich heritage grounded in family, religion and community. The 
exhibit upon which this book is based focuses on the history of 
African-Americans in New Castle and examines a variety of 
themes, including slavery and freedom, employment and 
occupations, housing and neighborhoods, religion, education, and 
community life. Although the themes reflect nation-wide trends 
and attitudes, African-Americans in New Castle have fashioned a 
unique and distinct history for themselves. 

Through pictures, objects, documents, and most importantly, 
reminiscence, we seek to "pass on" the story, to chronicle the 
lives and histories of African-Americans in the town of New 
Castle. The story is alternately disturbing and uplifting, sad and 
triumphant. We believe that this chronicling of the African­
American experience in New Castle is a worthy cause for 
remembrance in the celebration of the 350th anniversary of New 
Castle's founding in 1651. 
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Research for the exhibit focused on documenting and preserving 
the life stories of African-Americans who have shaped the town 
of New Castle, both past and present. While the research is by no 
means exhaustive, it does provide a beginning framework for 
understanding the role that African-Americans played, which we 
hope will be developed further by future researchers. We hope 
that by knitting these stories, documents, and artifacts together, it 
is possible to uncover a lively history, shaped by issues of black 
and white, which vividly represents a community defined by far 
more than color. 
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1600 

Map of the State of Maryland laid down from an actual survey of all the 
principal waters, public roads, and divisions of the counties therein; 
describing the situation of the cities, towns, villages, houses of worship and 
other public buildings, furnaces, forges, mills, and other remarkable places; 
and of the Federal Territory; as also a sketch of the State of Delaware shewing 
the probable connexion of the Chesapeake and Delaware Bays. June 20th, 
1794. Engraved by J. Thackara & J. Vallance. 

Courtesy of Library of Congress Map Collection 
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SLAVERY, FREEDOM, AND THE UNDERGROUND 

RAILROAD 

S wedish, Dutch, English, and African immigrants formed 
the earliest settler populations in Delaware. In contrast to 
European immigration to America, the institution of slav­

ery forced emigration from Africa to the New World. Trading 
companies such as the Dutch West India Company profited both 
by the transportation and sale of slaves, as well as by trading the 
agricultural products that slave labor produced. 

Slavery in the Dutch Period 

In the 17th century, the Dutch played a central role in the 
forced emigration of enslaved Africans to North and South 
America. They purchased slaves in West Africa and shipped 

them to Curacao in the Caribbean. When the Dutch colony at 
New Amstel, later renamed New Castle, needed a steady stream 
of labor, it turned to enslaved African labor. Events in 1662 indi­
cate that slaves were imported into New 
Amstel at least from that date. There is an early Dutch reference 
to activities of the City of Amsterdam's Director and Commissary 
Alexander D'Hinoyossa, then the administrator of the colony. 
D'Hinoyossa, who desired to conduct trade with the farmers of 
the English colony of Maryland across the peninsula, traded two 
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items at that time: Dutch beer made in New Amstel and slaves 
imported through the New Amstel port. In exchange, the colony 
acquired tobacco for sale in Holland. In 1663 he urgently 
requested, "50 negroes who are particularly adaptable to the 
preparation of the valleys ... [and] for the advancement of 
agriculture." The earliest record of slave cargo arriving in New 
Amstel is the cargo from the Gideon in 1664; 38 males and 34 
females from Africa arrived in that year. At this early point 
historians have estimated that New Amstel and its immediate 
environs contained 125 slaves or about twenty percent of the 
population of the Dutch colony here. 

Slavery & Freedom in New Castle 

F rom its earliest history, Delaware developed a unique 
amalgam of cultural traditions due to geography and 
economics. For example, Delaware's early major agricul­

tural cash crops, tobacco and wheat, fostered an economic system 
conducive to slave labor; however, Delaware was also heavily 
influenced by the religious principles of the Quakers, whose 
moral opposition to slavery grew throughout the 18th century. 
New Castle's geographic locale along the Delaware River and 
Bay placed it on the major shipping route into Pennsylvania and 
western New Jersey, and in proximity with Maryland and the 
Chesapeake Bay. The town therefore gained from exposure to 
economic and social influences from both its northern and 
southern neighbors. 

In 1664 England took control of Delaware away from the Dutch. 
The recurring slave shortage continued under English rule, and 
fourteen years later New Castle's townsmen petitioned that "the 
liberty of trade may be granted us with neighbouring colony of 
Maryland for supply us with negroes, servants, and utensils, with­
out which we cannot subsist." 

Although during the 17th and early 18th centuries most slaves in 
Delaware did not come directly from Africa, by the middle of the 
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18th century, 50 percent of Delaware's black population was 
African-born, a figure that declined thereafter. Most slaves 
accompanied migrants from Maryland and Virginia to Delaware 
or were acquired through purchase in Philadelphia. Many of the 
slaves sold in the region came from the island plantations of the 
West Indies, and some of those were African. Another potential 
infusion of African influence in New Castle occurred in the late 
18th and early 19th centuries when French emigres from Ste. 
Domingue brought a small number of slaves with them and 
temporarily settled here. The number of enslaved people grew 
during the early 18th century and by the mid-18th century repre­
sented one-third of the population of southern New Castle 
County. 

By 1860, only three percent of the African-Americans in New 
Castle County were slaves, and none lived in the town of New 
Castle. The expense of maintaining slaves in an urban setting, 

Comparison ol Slaves and Free Blocks in New Castle, 
1800-1860 
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The above graph of census data shows that by 1850 there were no longer any 
enslaved African-Americans in New Castle. This trend toward freedom 
continued to be true a decade later. 
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abolitionist pressure, laws limiting the sale of slaves out-of-state, 
and the practice of manumission combined to help bring about the 
decline of slavery in New Castle. As slaves aged, owners became 
more likely to manumit them. From 1820 to 1840, three-quarters 
of all slaves in New Castle were age 25 or younger. 

Manumission 

In Delaware, the practice of manumission-the freeing of 
enslaved people by their owners----outpaced other states, so that 
by the Civil War, the great proportion of Delaware's African­
Americans were free. The convergence of Quaker idealism and 
shifts in the state's agricultural economy made slavery less 
financially advantageous and helps explain why so many slave 
owners resorted to manumission. Therefore, from the late 18th 

century onward, Delaware's slave owners practiced voluntary, 
albeit delayed, manumission. Sometimes this was because of 
economic motives; at other times it was due to altruistic concerns. 
Enlightenment ideals of the natural rights of all men, Quaker 
activism in northern Delaware, and economic convenience also 
undoubtedly motivated leading New Castle slave owners. At the 
same time, it is important to remember that being free in 
Delaware was not the same as being white and free. Because free 
blacks had very restricted economic, political, and social rights, a 
visitor to the state in 183 7 described the status as "a mere mock 
freedom." 

Slaves manumitted by prominent New Castle residents included 
Violet in 1787 owned by Nicholas Van Dyke; John Worthy in 
1799 by David Finney; Henry in 1803 by John Moody; and two 
slaves in 1810, the property of Kensey Johns. Ann Clay manumit­
ted 23-year-old Ned Jacobs in 1789; he also received "freedom 
dues according to the custom of the country in cases of appren­
tices and servants." 



15 

"Harriet Tubman is again in these parts.": 
Abolition & the Underground Railroad 

Due to the courage of runaways and the efforts of their 
abolitionist supporters, New Castle emerged as both a station on 
the Underground Railroad and a venue for legal arguments about 
slavery, kidnapping, and fugitive slaves. Freedom runners used a 
series of safe houses and trails to travel and rest on their route to 
free northern states and Canada. The town attracted two 
nationally renowned Underground Railroad participants, 
conductor Harriet Tubman and station master Thomas Garrett. 

The secret nature of their activities means that we may never 
know as much as we would like about the Underground Railroad. 
However, because activities in Delaware sometimes became 
public knowledge, it is well known that an active network assisted 
fugitives in and around the town of New Castle. For example, 
throughout the period of slavery, ads for runaways from other 
states identified New Castle as a supposed destination on their 
escape route. Furthermore, Tubman and Garrett conspired with 
one another to achieve this goal. Famed for having brought 
possibly as many as 300 individuals out of slavery, Tubman 
personally escorted runaways to and through New Castle. Her 
presence in the town is documented in an 1860 letter from 
Thomas Garrett to William Still: 

I write to let thee know that Harriet Tubman is again in these 
parts. She arrived last evening from one of her trips of mercy to 
God's poor, bringing two men with her as far as New Castle. 

There is much more evidence about Garrett and his network. In 
the mid-1840s, Garrett helped the Hawkins family from Queen 
Anne's County, Maryland, escape from New Castle to Pennsyl­
vania. He learned about their presence at the New Castle jail in 
separate notes from the Sheriff and his daughter, both of whom 
were abolitionist sympathizers. The Quaker quickly notified his 
lawyer, John Wales, who went before Judge James Booth to defend 
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the rights of Hawkins, who himself was a free man. Before the 
full truth could be discovered about who exactly in the family was 
free and who was a slave, they all fled in transportation arranged 
by Garrett. Because of their role in this affair, Garrett and fellow 
Quaker John Hunn, found themselves on the wrong side of the 
law in the infamous Trial of 1848, for which they paid dearly for 
their roles. At the same time, Garrett voiced publicly his determi­
nation to continue in the fight against slavery. In the 1850s, 
however, Garrett's attempts to free "salt-water Davis" from the 
clutches of slave owners who followed him from Georgia to New 
Castle failed, but not until Wales had assembled a defense with 
witnesses brought from Philadelphia. In 1860 Garrett arranged for 
the defense of Joseph Hamilton, one of his black conductors, who 
had to answer for trumped-up charges of theft. 

Town Lore & the Underground Railroad 

The escape to freedom continues to be a gripping tale in the 
imaginations of New Castle residents. Despite the public nature 
of these situations, we still do not know the names of black or 
white town residents who assisted Garrett. Family oral history 
and local legend indicate at least two specific locations in New 
Castle that may have had connections to the Underground 
Railroad. An additional location, a church, also seems likely. 

Some believe that Lesley Manor on Sixth Street, now a bed-and­
breakfast, was a stop on the Underground Railroad. Two hidden 
crawl spaces between closets and the floors above them are large 
enough to conceal a person. An underground tunnel connected to 
these spaces runs out of the house and across the yard to a 
location that once contained a pond with access to the river. 
Owners of the manor have long claimed that when Dr. Lesley 
built his house in the mid- l 850s, he planned to shelter escaped 
slaves there. In many people's minds, the fact that Dr. Lesley 
sponsored a school for African-American children in New Castle 
in the l 860s further supports this supposition. 
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The Lukens Farm is another place tied to the Underground 
Railroad in local lore. Located north of town on the Delaware 
River, the farm was managed by the Haines family after 1915. 
The family believes that the house was a stop on the Underground 
Railroad, speculating that fleeing slaves were brought to the 
house by way of the river, directed to sit on a bench in an interior 
room of the farmhouse until dark, and then spirited away farther 
upnver. 

One must also ask if the African-American congregation of Peter 
Spencer's Bethany A.M.E. Church in New Castle assisted 
runaways, as did his church in Wilmington. 

This early photo of Bethany U.A.M.E. Church in New Castle is an extremely 
rare view of this African-American congregation at the turn of the twentieth 
century. The site was possibly associated with the Underground Railroad. 

Courtesy of Mrs. H. Sylvester Clark 
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Thinking About Freedom 

It is difficult to verify local legends about the Underground 
Railroad so long after the fact. You are invited, however, to 
consider the difficult journey of the African-Americans fleeing to 
freedom through New Castle, as well as the risks taken by those 
who aided them to escape. Consider what it might have been like 
to live as a slave, and the fear that escape must have produced. 
The Haines' bench (below) reminds us that these stories about the 
passage from slavery to freedom generate an emotional 
connection that spans time. 

This nineteenth-century bench is from the Lukens Fann north of New Castle. 
Family members have long believed that the house was a stop on the 
Underground Railroad. 

Object on loan from Bishop Ronald Haines. Photo by C.H. Kaser. 
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Slavery, Freedom & the Law 

In 1682, the land that would eventually become the state of 
Delaware was granted to William Penn and was known as the 
lower counties of Pennsylvania. Due to increasing ctissatisfac­

tion with their political and economic situation, the residents of 
the lower counties petitioned Penn for separate colonial status. 
Independent colonial status was achieved in 1704, and New 
Castle became the first capital of Delaware. As both a political 
and judicial seat, New Castle served as an important 
governmental center throughout the 1700s and much of the 
1800s, and continued to house local, state, and federal court 
functions until 1881. Thus, New Castle formed the center of law 
throughout the county and even the state for much of the 19th 
century. For African-Americans, the town presented scenes of 
both punishment and freedom. 

New Castle Court House 

Before it moved to Wilmington in 1881, the New Castle Court 
House was the site of local, state, and federal judicial and 
governmental activity for 150 years. It was also a part of the 
American legal system that institutionalized racism. Early in the 
colonial period, slaves and indentured servants enjoyed few civil 
rights. In 1726, the British colonial governor created a special 
court for slaves. If a slave was proven guilty, his or her master 
received partial compensation for the loss of these services. In 
1789, such cases were transferred to the authority of the Court of 
General Quarter Sessions; however, in 1797, the special court 
regained legal status for one crime-that of a slave accused of 
raping a white woman. In 1826, the special court was abolished 
once again, and authority transferred to the Court of General 
Sessions. The Court of Oyer and Terrniner heard capital offense 
cases for both blacks and whites, while the federal courts 
addressed issues related to laws dealing with fugitive slaves. 

Over the course of the period of slavery, codes developed that not 
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only restricted the rights of slaves, but eventually had a negative 
impact on the free black population. During these years, the 
legislature passed laws which insured that blacks could not vote, 
could not buy or sell alcohol, could not carry guns, could not 
travel without passes signed by whites, and could not travel 
outside of the state except for defined periods of time. On the 
other hand, it is significant that in Delaware a series of laws 
banned slave sales out-of-state in 1787, 1789 and 1797. 

Kidnapping laws passed in 1787, 1793 and 1841 were sometimes 
enforced, and, unlike in other slave states, African-Americans 
were presumed free unless the evidence proved otherwise. 

By virtue of its legislative and judicial functions, the New Castle 
Court House became the symbolic representation of order and the 
rule of law in the community. The presence of the Court House 
and the nearby county jail meant that New Castle's African­
Americans witnessed first hand the impact of court rulings and 
discriminatory codes. Runaways were incarcerated in the county 
jail, prosecuted at the court, and returned to their masters. Punish­
ments of blacks judged guilty of crimes included public 
whippings, corporal punishments, and hangings, and it was not 
unusual for their sentences to be harsher than their white counter­
parts. A Delaware Gazette columnist from New Castle who 
worked at the Court House, Arthur, suggested that this backdrop 
set a somber tone among black residents in the 1850s. Arthur 
commended Justice of the Peace John Bradford for handling a 
legal claim between two argumentative African-American women 
who, after they paid their fines, "left, rejoicing that they had 
escaped the prison, so hateful to all darkies since Jim Anderson 
and his co-murderers were hung herein." 

On some occasions, whites who violated the rights of African­
Americans earned punishment at the hand of the law. For 
example, the kidnapping of blacks was a violation of state law 
and there are many instances of perpetrators of such a crime being 
judged guilty and punished. A case such as this is illustrated in 
the vignette "I Went Out for Chips" on the next page. 

community of Wilmington. My childhood spent in my 
community, Buttonwood, was wholesome and enjoyable. My 
return to the community has been peaceful and fulfilling. Only 
as an adult did I look back and view my life in New Castle as 
racist, segregated, and stagnant. To be asked to comment on 
Afro-Americans in the City of New Castle is like asking a slave 
to comment on life in the "Quarters" on the master's plantation. 

"Henry's Family" 
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Courtesy of Dolores 
Twyman McCray 
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"I went out lor chips" 

At the trial of her kidnappers in 1816, Bathsheba Bungy, a 
15-year-old free black girl, testified: 

I went out for chips. Jas. Reed, Perry Bennett & Wm. Nelson 
seized me. Nelson the [ defendant] & Jas. Reed took me to 
Dixon's Tavern in Maryland & Perry Bennett went home. 

The subsequent trial and decision not only reflects the type of 
sentence given to those who violated the kidnapping laws, but 
also affinns one of the most important rights held by African­
Americans in Delaware. Unlike other slave states, Delaware's 
legal system considered blacks free unless proven otherwise. 
The all-male white jury found Nelson and his cohorts guilty of 
kidnapping, for which the three-judge panel issued the 
following sentence: 

... on Friday the 22nd day of May 
between 10 & 4 he shall be 
whipped at the public whipping 
Post of the County with 39 
lashes on his back well laid on; 
and shall stand in the Pillory for 
the space of one hour with both 
his Ears nailed thereto, and at 
the expiration of the hour, shall 
have the soft part of both his 
Ears cut off. and that you shall 
be not commd till this 
punishment be inflicted, and the 
costs of the prosecution paid. 

The official court record of the Bathsheba Bungy kidnapping case. 

Courtesy of the Delaware State Archives 
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The town's inhabitants may have been heartened when in 1854, a 
black woman sued a white man to obtain wages due that he 
denied because she purportedly could not produce a record of 
what she was owed. The court, however, accepted her accounting, 
which was kept on a "three-sided gum stick, knotty, crooked, and 
very twisted .... " There was a similar outcome in 1867, when a 
young African-American, Alexander Turner, won his case and 
damages against a white man for whom he had served as a 
substitute in the Civil War but was subsequently denied payment. 

Another case of great interest to African-Americans occurred in 
the mid-19th century. Elias Saunders brought a lawsuit against 
Wilmington's Mother Church because the trustees there sought to 
deny Saunders the right to perform his duties as a presiding 
officer of the church. The case eventually caused a split within 
the body. 

A review of Thomas Garrett's court activities reveals both 
success and failure. At the infamous Trial of 1848, presided over 
by United States Supreme Court Chief Justice Roger Taney and 
District Court Judge Willard Hall, Quakers Thomas Garrett and 
John Hunn were convicted of violating the Fugitive Slave Act. 
The decision illustrates that even a man as powerful as Garrett 
was subject to the legal consequences of assisting freedom 
runners. On the other hand, these situations show how quickly 
Garrett and his abolitionist black and white friends could mount 
an operation to defend runaways or their helpers and assist fleeing 
slaves in their escape. Garrett also used the trial to demonstrate 
publicly his enduring commitment to abolishing the evils of 
slavery. Even though in 1854 Garrett's lawyer, John Wales, lost 
his case trying to prove that "salt-water Davis," an escapee from 
Georgia, was not a slave, it gave public notice that Garrett and his 
team were still operating; so, too, in 1860 did the legal assistance 
offered black conductor Joseph Hamilton in yet another case in 
New Castle's court. 



Marked, "Delaware Justice 
1875," this wooden model 
suggests that the pillory and 
whipping post was not only 
the location of corporal 
punishment, but also an 
imposing symbol oflaw and 
order in the town of New 
Castle. 

From the New Castle 
Historical Society 
Collection. Photo by 
C.H. Kaser. 
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Runaway advertisements 
were common in news­

papers prior to the aboli­
tion of slavery. This ad 
from the Pennsylvania 

Gazette was placed in the 
late 1 81h century to re­

cover what slave owners 
considered lost property. 
Such documents are used 

today to learn about the 
lives of enslaved people. 



Eugene C. Petty, the first African-American police officer in New Castle, is 
pictured at the far right of this photo of the New Castle Police Department. He 
retired in 1983 as Chiefof Police. 

Courtesy of Mr. & Mrs. Eugene C. Petty. 
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Although free blacks often Lived in their own homes or 
rented houses, it was also common for them and slaves to 
live in white households, usually as adolescents or young 

adults. In 1800, 46 percent of white households in New Castle­
almost half the population-included black residents. During the 
early 19th century, the median size of a free black household in 
New Castle was four members, which was smaller than the 
average white household of 5.8 members. About two-thirds of 
black households were composed of two parents with children, 
and males headed ninety percent of black households. By 1860, 
most white households did not include African-American 
inhabitants, but among those that did, 44 African-Americans lived 
in them, primarily as servants. No white household had more than 
three African-American inhabitants. The town contained nearly 
50 African-American households, 38 of which were headed by 
males. Most male heads of household were employed as day 
laborers and were almost always the only adult male in the 
household. Two exceptions appear in the census: one household 
had five resident laborers and another had four. 
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African-American Occupations and Households 
in New Castle, 1850 and 1 860 

According to federal census data in 1850 and 1860, most 
black males with occupations were laborers, while 
females were servants. In 1860, the age of servants 

ranged from 11 to 85, while those of laborers ranged from 13 to 
95. Slavery, limited training and education, and racial prejudice 
restricted employment opportunities for African-Americans in 
New Castle. Yet within these limitations, African-Americans 
showed initiative. Those who were able grabbed opportunities in 
trades and in services such as house servants, coachmen and hack 
drivers, ostlers and waiters at inns, bricklayers and carpenters, or 
waterman and sailors in the bay or ocean. Only a handful of 
African Americans are identified with occupations that could be 
considered entrepreneurial. Perhaps mid-century men like John 
Peterson and Henry Lilly, who kept oyster houses, and Jacob 
Finney, a hackman who later owned a livery stable, took 
inspiration from some of their predecessors. In that earlier 
generation was the "French Mulatto" Augustus Jamot, who in the 
early 1800s opened a hairdresser and accessories shop. Robert 
VanJoy, began as a laborer, worked as a farmer, and then rented 
his property to whites; at a later time, Peter Jackson ran an oyster 
house. 

Women faced even greater restnct10ns and are identified 
primarily as servants. African-American women apparently had 
very few employment options and not until the 1860 census are 
their occupations listed. In this case, they were exclusively 
servants, probably an indication that they had done the same type 
of work prior to that time. The structure of American family life 
in the 19th century differed from today's. Household chores like 
washing, cooking, ironing, and cleaning required hard physical 
labor, and modem conveniences like washing machines and 
electric irons had not yet been invented. Household management 
demanded skill and often required outside help-often that of 
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enslaved or hired African-American women. Many of these 
servants lived and worked in white-owned households or 
establishments, whereas the laborers tended to head independent 
households. It is impossible to know exactly what kind of work 
they performed, but the servants lived in the homes of clergymen, 
hotel and innkeepers, lawyers, maiden ladies, and widows. Other 
heads of households for whom African-American laborers 
worked included a bank teller, brick maker, butcher, coal 
merchant, engineer, farmer, gentleman, grain merchant, retired 
merchant, and shoemaker. Only six African-American women 
appeared to be heads of the household, and none of the women 
listed as living in an African-American household had an 
occupation attached to her name. It is likely that their work went 
unrecorded. 

"In Competition with the Wilmington & New Castle Railroad 
Company" 

The story of Jacob Finney, identified as a 34-year-old hack driver 
in the federal censuses, represents the connection of African­
Americans to one of New Castle's pre-eminent industries­
transportation. New Castle had long served as a Mid-Atlantic 
transfer point for travel and trade by ship, carriage, and eventually 
rail. Free blacks and slaves held positions as teamsters, hack 
drivers, coachmen, sailors, stewards, laborers, and worked in 
service jobs at inns, boarding houses, and stables. Even enslaved 
individuals skilled as wagoners merited mention in newspaper 
ads, and there is mention of blacks "pushing hand-carts at a trot 
full of goods" through Packet Alley to the harbor. George Ford 
handled a barouche for one of the town's young men to see 
Lafayette during his visit to New Castle. Caleb Darby, a 
manumitted slave, was a teamster who drove a Conestoga wagon 
for the New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad. 

In the 1840s and 1850s, daily and seasonal transportation needs 
created by the courts, camp meetings, tourism to beaches in 
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Delaware and New Jersey, California gold-seekers, and 
immigrants from overseas brought travelers to town. One 
newspaper in 1850 estimated that 150 people per day traveled by 
stage between New Castle and Wilmington. These operations, as 
well as New Castle's largest industrial employer, the New Castle 
Manufacturing Company, employed blacks as laborers. 

Before the railroads were built, Jacob Finney drove a stage for the 
old Union Line from New Castle to Frenchtown, Maryland, as 
part of a steamboat venture that linked places such as 
Philadelphia and Baltimore. Later he operated a hack between 
Wilmington and New Castle, as he said, "in competition with the 
Wilmington and New Castle Railroad Company." He eventually 
owned one of the town's five livery stables and operated a sleigh, 
and his real estate grew in value from $200 to $500. At the time 
of his death in 1873 his inventory of household items included a 
cook stove, chairs, tables, chest, feather bed, as well as 12 fowls, 
3 ducks, and 2 pigs- and a sleigh with two strings of bells, one 
hack lounge, and one hack with a back. 

Alexander Cooper, a lawyer who practiced in New Castle, 
provided this description of Jacob in 1866: 

I rode over from Wilmington in Jake Finney's hack ... Jake was 
an unusually large and burly Negro, lame in one leg. He was 
dark in color, a genuine black man, yet an active and thorough 
democrat in politics. He always voted for a democrat and 
assigned his reason for it (which is absolutely true,) that the 
republicans never granted him any favors, while the democrats 
always did. Whenever he wanted assistance he called upon a 
democrat, and invariably got it. .. he drove me to the old Court 
House. I alighted, and paid him thirty five cents for my fare ... 

Perhaps the following accident, reported by Arthur, a 
correspondent for the Delaware Gazette, accounted for Jacob's 
lameness: 



Old Jacob's hack was standing at the wharf near the depot, the 
horses took flight and ran up Delaware Street and turning into 
Orange Street proceeded toward Wilmington at a furious rate. 
The hack was much damaged, the top being entirely broken off 
and destroyed. A subscription was immediate set on foot (in 
New Castle) and before night a sufficient sum was raised to 
repair the loss. 
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While census information provides an overview of the town, 
newspapers provide other details of black entrepreneurship. For 
example, the Delaware Gazette described the New Castle Ice 
Cream Saloon run by Henry Lilly in 1860: 

... he has a superior quality oflce Cream which he will dispose 
of at reasonable rates. He has fitted up a saloon in superior style 
and will be happy to wait on all that may favor him with their 
patronage. N. B. Parties, Pie Nies, Excursions, supplied at any 
hour of the day in any quantity. 

In the 1860 census, however, Lilly is listed as an oyster house 
keeper with real estate valued at $500 and personal worth of 
$100. After the war, Lilly was also known to manage a shop that 
sold candy and porter on one of the wharves. By then, according 
to A. B. Cooper, he had established a reputation as "a good cook 
and caterer ... employed at.. .weddings and other public and private 
dinners ... and did it well and satisfactorily and in a manner suited 
to the taste of an epicure." Henry was also active in the town's 
African-American church and educational activities. 

The Great Migration ( 1916-1929} 

During World War I, approximately one-half million 
African-Americans abandoned their southern homes and 
streamed into northern industrial centers. This movement 

was spurred by the war economy, combined with the virtual 
cessation of foreign immigration and the mobilization of the 
armed forces, which created new opportunities for black workers 



30 

in northern industry. Known as the "Great Migration," this 
exodus continued during the 1920s, with the movement doubling 
in volume. 

Most of the New Castle residents interviewed for this exhibit are 
the descendants of those who came to New Castle as part of the 
Great Migration, rather than the descendants of the town's earliest 
African-American residents. This illustrates that two waves of 
African-American migration brought blacks to New Castle. 
Earlier groups arrived in the bonds of slavery; later groups came 
in hope of improved economic status and quality oflife. 

Employment in the 20th Century 

F actory and industrial work comprised the largest sector of 
employment for African-Americans in greater New Castle 
in the early to mid-twentieth century. Such was the case 

for Joseph H. Pinkett, who had a succession of jobs in steel 
factories in Wilmington. Several local businesses thrived in New 
Castle, however. 

In the Buttonwood neighborhood of New Castle, Pinkett's wife, 
Leona (Black) Pinkett recalls one particular business, George's 
Market. Mr. George Pennington's store, located on the comer of 
Arbutus Avenue and Route 9, was within walking distance of the 
houses in Buttonwood and "had pretty much the basics. He had 
fruit, vegetables, meat, bread, household products, gasoline ... " 
Mrs. Pinkett noted that if a person did not have enough money to 
pay for his goods, Mr. Pennington would keep the bill on a tab to 
pay at another time. 

In the town of New Castle, residents describe a wide variety of 
jobs done by African-Americans. A host of casual laborers 
supported small businesses, skilled workers were employed in the 
building and manufacturing industries, and increasing numbers of 
white-collar workers staffed schools and offices. 
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Toward the later half of the 20th century, racial barriers were 
broken in the areas of law and government. In 1971, Mr. H. 
Sylvester Clark became the first African-American to serve on the 
New Castle city council. His appointment, and later election, to 
city council represents an important symbolic change in New 
Castle. Mr. Eugene C. Petty similarly broke barriers in New 
Castle. He joined the Police Department in the early 1970s as the 
first African-American police officer. He retired in 1983 having 
served eight years as Chief of Police in New Castle and six years 
as Chief Constable for the State of Delaware. 
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This photograph from the 1940s shows young students on the steps of the 
Buttonwood School in New Castle. Front row (left to right): Teel Taylor, Jean 
Wright, Eloise Taylor. Back row: Sylvia Twyman, Loretta Carter, Izetta 
Cephas. 

Courtesy of Dolores Twyman McCray 
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LIVING AND WORKING IN NEW CASTLE 

Household & Family Patterns in the First Half 
of the 19th Century 
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1800 

A
lthough free blacks often Lived in their own homes or 
rented houses, it was also common for them and slaves to 
live in white households, usually as adolescents or young 

adults. In 1800, 46 percent of white households in New Castle­
almost half the population-included black residents. During the 
early 19th century, the median size of a free black household in 
New Castle was four members, which was smaller than the 
average white household of 5.8 members. About two-thirds of 
black households were composed of two parents with children, 
and males headed ninety percent of black households. By 1860, 
most white households did not include African-American 
inhabitants, but among those that did, 44 African-Americans lived 
in them, primarily as servants. No white household had more than 
three African-American inhabitants. The town contained nearly 
50 African-American households, 38 of which were headed by 
males. Most male heads of household were employed as day 
laborers and were almost always the only adult male in the 
household. Two exceptions appear in the census: one household 
had five resident laborers and another had four. 



HOMES AND NEIGHBORHOODS 

New Castle's housing, integrated in the 19th century, 
became more residentially segregated by the mid-20th 

century. Racism and the nature of the work that African­
Americans performed probably fostered this trend. Before the 
advent of the automobile and public transportation, it was 
necessary for people to live within a reasonable walking distance 
of their workplaces. The two main areas of African-American 
housing were the central area of town and Buttonwood, a 
neighborhood on Route 9 north of New Castle. 

During the late 19th and early 20th centuries, the development of 
segregated housing for African-Americans became standard 
practice. Restrictive housing covenants attached to property titles 
often dictated standards for residents based on race and ethnicity. 
These covenants were particularly popular in new suburban 
districts and were applied when the lots were first subdivided. 
Besides prohibiting residents of a particular race or religious 
affiliation, deed covenants also outlined the size or price of a 
house to be built on a property, stipulated locations for 
outbuildings and garages, and forbade specific usages such as 
commerce or industry. Despite these kinds of restrictions, some 
neighborhoods developed without the application of restrictive 
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covenants based on racial discrimination. The establishment of 
single-family black households represents a critical milestone in 
African-American history. 

Residents in the Central District 

No one particular area of central New Castle contained an 
exclusively African-American population. The town 
experienced its peak development in the 18th century, 

and retained an extremely stable population of both blacks and 
whites throughout the early 19th century in comparison with the 
rest of the state. African-Americans, who comprised a significant 
sector of the population in the town from the early 18th century, 
established a firm presence in several areas of the town. The 
greatest concentrations of African-Americans lived on the eastern 
and western ends of Third, Fourth, and Fifth Streets. The 
dwellings tended to be modest, frame row houses. For example, 
an African-American, Rachel Carter, rented the residence on 
Third Street now known as the Dutch House in the early 20th 

century, before it was developed as a museum. 

African-American residents of central New Castle remember the 
town's residential patterns during the early 20th century. Bishop 
Ronald Haines, who grew up on Fifth and Tremont Streets, 
recalled that "every street" had both blacks and whites although 
there was perhaps "one whole block" on Fifth Street, between 
Delaware and Tremont that was exclusively African-American. 
Although whites and blacks lived in close proximity, he 
commented, "New Castle was a good example of a 'Jim Crow' 
town" with little or no interaction between African-Americans 
and whites, or between residents in downtown and suburban 
areas. Gladys Clark, a lifelong inhabitant of New Castle, 
commented that the town today seems less integrated in regard to 
housing than it did while she was growing up. Many black 
families have sold their homes in New Castle, and moved into 
newer suburban communities. 
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Buttonwood 

T he Buttonwood neighborhood, located on the northeastern 
edge of New Castle off Route 9, was established in 1902. 
The neighborhood is comprised of one main street, 

Buttonwood A venue, which intersects several smaller lanes, 
including Arbutus A venue, Lincoln Street, Meehan Street, 
Railroad A venue, New Castle A venue, and Foster A venue. This 
historically black suburban development has been a 
stronghold for African-Americans, drawing residents from both 
Wilmington and the town of New Castle. Residents of 
Buttonwood have often commented on the vibrant sense of 
community in the neighborhood over the years, centering on the 
family, church, and school. 

Barbara Pinkett Hicks in front of Buttonwood United Methodist 
Church. Photo taken mid-20th century. 

Courtesy of Dolores Twyman McCray 
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The neighborhood takes its name from the adjacent estate, 
Buttonwood Plantation, built by James Booth, Sr. in the early 
1800s. Booth, a prominent statesman and judge, played a critical 
early role in the abolition of slavery. Among other important 
activities, he participated in the Delaware State Constitutional 
Convention in 1776, which led to a ban on the importation of 
slaves into the state. 

Life in Buttonwood 

The Buttonwood neighborhood experienced modest changes in 
the 20th century. As Teel Petty, a lifelong resident describes, "It's 
pretty much the same-I think the streets have improved a little ... 
So we're missing quite a few houses that used to be here that are 
just vacant lots now." Most houses in Buttonwood are located on 
Buttonwood Avenue and the adjacent street, Arbutus Avenue. 

The neighborhood illustrates a key principle in the history of late 
19th and early 201

h century development: as innovations in 
transportation such as streetcars, trolleys, trains, and automobiles 
allowed cities and towns to become larger than ever before, they 
also allowed a greater level of segregation to occur. This 
segregation occurred on many levels-economic, ethnic, and 
racial. The comments of another lifelong Buttonwood resident, 
Alberta Pritchett Ponzo, reflect this trend: 

As a sixty-five year old, born and raised, resident of the black 
community of Buttonwood, the story I have to tell is very 
bleak. Buttonwood has sustained itself without the support of 
the local government or the goodwill of the city of New Castle 
at large. As a resident of Buttonwood, I have never bonded with 
the "city of New Castle." Maybe it's because of the sustained 
neglect by the city's administration or the indifference of the 
city's residents. In past years, due to segregation, Buttonwood 
residents' structured social and cultural experiences were 
through the Buttonwood Methodist Church, the Buttonwood 
School, when it was in existence, and the larger black 
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only restricted the rights of slaves, but eventually had a negative 
impact on the free black population. During these years, the 
legislature passed laws which insured that blacks could not vote, 
could not buy or sell alcohol, could not carry guns, could not 
travel without passes signed by whites, and could not travel 
outside of the state except for defined periods of time. On the 
other hand, it is significant that in Delaware a series of laws 
banned slave sales out-of-state in 1787, 1789 and 1797. 

Kidnapping laws passed in 1787, 1793 and 1841 were sometimes 
enforced, and, unlike in other slave states, African-Americans 
were presumed free unless the evidence proved otherwise. 

By virtue of its legislative and judicial functions, the New Castle 
Court House became the symbolic representation of order and the 
rule of law in the community. The presence of the Court House 
and the nearby county jail meant that New Castle's African­
Americans witnessed first hand the impact of court rulings and 
discriminatory codes. Runaways were incarcerated in the county 
jail, prosecuted at the court, and returned to their masters. Punish­
ments of blacks judged guilty of crimes included public 
whippings, corporal punishments, and hangings, and it was not 
unusual for their sentences to be harsher than their white counter­
parts. A Delaware Gazette columnist from New Castle who 
worked at the Court House, Arthur, suggested that this backdrop 
set a somber tone among black residents in the 1850s. Arthur 
commended Justice of the Peace John Bradford for handling a 
legal claim between two argumentative African-American women 
who, after they paid their fines, "left, rejoicing that they had 
escaped the prison, so hateful to all darkies since Jim Anderson 
and his co-murderers were hung herein." 

On some occasions, whites who violated the rights of African­
Americans earned punishment at the hand of the law. For 
example, the kidnapping of blacks was a violation of state law 
and there are many instances of perpetrators of such a crime being 
judged guilty and punished. A case such as this is illustrated in 
the vignette "I Went Out for Chips" on the next page. 

community of Wilmington. My childhood spent in my 
community, Buttonwood, was wholesome and enjoyable. My 
return to the community has been peaceful and fulfilling. Only 
as an adult did I look back and view my life in New Castle as 
racist, segregated, and stagnant. To be asked to comment on 
Afro-Americans in the City of New Castle is like asking a slave 
to comment on life in the "Quarters" on the master's plantation. 

"Henry's Family" 
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Courtesy of Dolores 
Twyman McCray 
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View of Mount Salem Methodist Episcopal Church at 140 East Fourth Street. 
While the congregation was established in the 1840s, construction on this 
second building was completed in 1878. 

From the New Castle Historical Society Collection 
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NEW CASTLE'S AFRICAN-AMERICAN CHURCHES: 

"So SAY ONE, So SAY ALL" 

0 n October 2 7, 1817, the town's blacks incorporated the 
African-American Bethany U.A.M.E. Church. It was a 
direct offshoot of Peter Spencer's independent African 

Methodist movement started in Wilmington, and Spencer himself 
was involved in setting up the church in New Castle. In 1818, 
some of New Castle's black townsmen constructed the first 
church, a small frame building about 60 feet square located at 
Fourth and Williams Streets on land conveyed from Alexander 
Duncan to the trustees of the African Union Church: Tony Hayes, 
Philip Young, John West, Isaac Mousley, David Smith, and Jacob 
Marsh. 

On March 10, 1859, the African Union Church bought an 
adjoining lot to their church from the heirs of William B. Janvier, 
and using the additional land, built a new, larger brick church in 
the 1860s. The name of the church was changed in 1867, and on 
September 16, 1868, the papers and property of the congregation 
were transferred to the new trustees of the Union American 
[Methodist Episcopal] Church of New Castle. This document was 
signed "so say one, so say all" by J. Ayers, Norris Maxwell, S. 
Waters, N. Brinkley and Perry Sisco, secretary. By 1869, the 
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rebuilt church included a gallery and expanded seating capacity. 
The most recent remodeling took place in 1949 under the pastoral 
direction of Reverend Alfred E. Miller and included new pews, a 
dining room, rest rooms, and an addition at the rear of the church. 

While the establishment of Bethany U .A.M.E. Church was a 
landmark step in religious freedom, many black residents of New 
Castle continued to worship within other traditional, segregated 
congregations in town. By 1840, the practice of segregation in 
these churches inspired the establishment of a second African­
American congregation in New Castle. The Mount Salem M.E. 
Church, located at 140 East Fourth Street, is a Methodist 
Episcopal congregation that was established in the 1840s. The 
first church on the site, a wooden frame building, was constructed 
in 1857, and the present brick church was completed in 1878. 

A third African-American congregation established in greater 
New Castle is the Buttonwood United Methodist Church, 
located on Buttonwood A venue. The church was founded early in 
the 20th century as part of the Buttonwood community. The 
church built in 1947 is still in use today. 

Reverend Taylor 

Courtesy of Mr. & Mrs. Eugene C. Petty 
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EDUCATION 

Education for African-Americans in the United States has 
been tainted by prejudi.ce throughout its history. Slaves in 
the United States were expressly forbidden even basic 

education such as reading and writing, and, for the most part, 
blacks were denied access to public education until after the Civil 
War. Despite this bleak national picture, African-Americans in 
New Castle had sporadic opportunities for formal schooling. 

The old Quaker Meeting House in New Castle (now demolished) 
is believed to have housed an early Negro school established by 
the African School Society. Composed mainly of Quakers from 
Wilmington, this organization was likely responsible for 
establishing another Negro school in New Castle; a book dated 
183 8 was found under the floorboards of the Immanuel Church's 
Parish House, and contained the inscription "African Sabbath 
School, New Castle." In 1863, according to a newspaper report, 
the African-American townspeople took advantage of a summer 
visitor from Boston willing to teach their children and used their 
Methodist church to educate nearly 50 "young and middle aged 
pupils" in a Sabbath school. According to their teacher, "the 
colored children of New Castle will compare favorably in 
behavior and aptitude to learn, with any who have been under her 
charge." Another example of the intermittent efforts to educate 
blacks made by both races of local citizens is described in the 
following passage from the November 8, 1867 Delaware Gazette: 
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A New Colored School has been erected by the liberality of 
several citizens, among whom were Mr. Tasker, who gave the 
lot, Dr. Lesley and Mr. Spruance. It is quite a neat and tasty 
affair. There are thirty scholars who are taught by Miss Jones of 
Portland, Maine. Their prowess is truly wonderful. They 
answer correctly numerous important questions in geography 
and punctuation. They read well and sang excellently, their 
voice being in unison, and with correct measure. 

While none of the 19th-century school buildings for African­
Americans survives in New Castle, several schools from the 20th 
century are still extant, including the Buttonwood School and the 
Booker T. Washington School. 

Williams Street School 

New Castle's first fully institutionalized black school, the 
Williams Street School, was located on the site of the current 
Goodwill Fire Company. The school was established by the 
Delaware Association for the Moral Improvement and Education 
of Colored People in 1867 and opened October 5th of that year. 
Students studied reading, spelling, writing, arithmetic, geography, 
and grammar. At that time, African-American schools did not 
receive funding from the state and relied on the Freedman's 
Bureau for an operations budget. In 1869, the Freedman's 
Bureau provided $2,440 to the school, which also received the 
charitable support of local individuals, both black and white. 

By 1877, the Actuary of the Delaware Association, Henry C. 
Conrad, reported that the Williams Street School had 48 pupils 
enrolled, that the school was open six and three-quarters months, 
between October and May, and that the Association paid $54 
toward the salary of a teacher. The school continued to operate 
until the Booker T. Washington School was opened in 1923. 
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The DuPont Schools 

The Buttonwood School was founded out of the need to provide 
Buttonwood neighborhood children with a school close to their 
homes. On August 8, 19 I 9, a special meeting of the Board of 
Education was called to address the needs of the Buttonwood 
community. The Board and community agreed that a small 
14 x 14 foot addition could be made to the local church to house 
the school. The first teacher, Mr. James Coulbourne, was hired at 
a salary of $85 per month. 

At the same time the original Buttonwood School was 
established, Pierre S. DuPont and the Service Citizens of 
Delaware (later the Delaware School Auxiliary Association) 
sponsored a number of surveys of the state's educational system, 
giving particular attention to the conditions of the school 
buildings for African-Americans. They concluded that African­
American pupils could be better served by the construction of one 
and two room schools throughout the state. The Department of 
Education accepted this recommendation and P. S. DuPont 
personally financed the construction of 86 school buildings for 
African-Americans; two of these "DuPont Schools" were in New 
Castle. 

The Delaware School Auxiliary Association identified two 
locations for new schools in New Castle: one on South Street in 
the downtown area, the other in the Buttonwood neighborhood. 
Completed in 1923, the Booker T. Washington School was 
constructed on the South Street location replacing the Williams 
Street School. The Delaware School Auxiliary Association paid 
$23,405.97 for the entire cost of the land and the construction of 
the two-room brick building. Two teachers, Bertha Howard Battle 
and Albion T. Unthank, taught grades one through eight in the 
two-room school. Mrs. Battle was the first person to teach grades 
one through four, from 1923 until 1936. Mr. Unthank taught 
grades five through eight from 1926 until his death in 1953. Both 
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teachers received an annual salary of $1150, approximately 85 
percent of what white teachers earned. Booker T. Washington 
was last used as a school in September 1958, and was then used 
to supplement other educational programs until the early 1980s. 

The second DuPont School was constructed in the Buttonwood 
neighborhood. The new Buttonwood School replaced the small 
church addition that the community had been using to conduct 
classes. It was originally a two-room frame school, completed in 
1926 at a cost of $15,346.78. Additional classrooms were later 
added to the building. Sylvester Woolford, Sr. taught at 
Buttonwood School from 1934 until 1952, when the school 
closed. 

Graduation at the Buttonwood School in the l 940s. 
Front row (L-R): Dolores Twyman, Mary Harden, Mildred Raisin, Alberta 

Prichett, Betty Jenkins. 
Back row: Sylvester Woolford, teacher, Franklin Taylor, Bernard Pinkett, 

teacher unknown. 

Courtesy of Dolores Twyman McCray 
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Higher Education 

During the late 19th and first half of the 20th -century, only two 
institutions provided higher education opportunities for African­
American students throughout the state: the Delaware State 
College for colored students in Dover founded in 1891, and 
Howard High School in Wilmington. The first Howard High 
School was formally dedicated September 20, 1869 and was 
located at 604 Orange Street. This building was replaced in 1928 
by a much larger facility located at 13th and Poplar Streets, and 
drew students from all over northern Delaware, including New 
Castle. Recognized by the National Register of Historic Places for 
its landmark significance in the history of education, Howard 
High School "inspired a high caliber of education" through "the 
common bonds of pride, ambition, and support." 

Because the school drew students from the Greater Wilmington 
region, New Castle students who attended Howard High School 
formed a network of friendships throughout northern Delaware. 
African-American students from New Castle generally found 
their experience there was extremely positive and inspiring. 
Buttonwood resident Grace Woolford, wife of Buttonwood 
schoolteacher Sylvester Woolford, grew up in Newark. She 
recalls meeting her husband through friends from Howard High 
School at a dance in Chester, Pennsylvania. The school created 
lifelong bonds, and became, in the words of one historian, "a part 
of the heritage of local families." 

Desegregation was underway in Delaware by 1954, when 
Buttonwood resident Teel Petty was among the first African­
American students to attend William Penn High School. One of 
her recollections from her school days appears on the next page. 
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" .. .so why shouldn't I be one?" 

S taning in 1954, the educational system in Delaware began to 
be desegregated. Students from the Old Town, as well as the 

outlying suburban districts started attending William Penn High 
School. Today schools are still changing in reaction to 
desegregation which began almost 50 years ago. For example, 
while much discussion of present day curriculum changes center 
on promoting a "multi-cultural" interpretation of history, 
students from Buttonwood School and Howard High School 
were educated with a broad understanding of African-American 
achievement. In an interview regarding her life in Buttonwood, 
Teel Petty examines this phenomena: 

It's really strange because they talk about Black history but 
I've always had Black history in my life. I've always known 
there were Black movie stars and Black boxers and always had 
that history awareness. I guess it's from my schooling. So 
when I went to William Penn, I felt like I wanted to be a 
majorette, so why shouldn' t I be one? Anybody can be a 
majorette, and I never thought because I was Black, I couldn't 
be one. They might have thought that but I never thought it. 

Teel Taylor, pictured 
here in her majorette 
uniform in 1957, was in 
the first integrated class 
at William Penn High 
School. While the school 
was integrated by law, 
students still held many 
racist beliefs: white 
majorettes refused to 
wear uniforms worn by 
black majorettes. 

Courtesy of Mr. & Mrs. 
Eugene C. Petty 
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COMMUNITY LIFE 

T he development of established social organizations for 
African-Americans during the 20111 century represented a 
major step foxward from restrictive laws of the 18111 and 

19th centuries. Such laws prevented gatherings of more than four 
blacks due to white paranoia over insurrections among the slave 
and free black populations. 

Early attempts to establish African-American organizations were 
met with much resistance from the white community; however, 
certain early groups helped establish a basis for social 
organizations for African-Americans in New Castle. For example, 
in 1830, a group that included at least some if not all manumitted 
slaves, presented an Act to Incorporate the Sons of Benevolence 
in the Town of New Castle to the State of Delaware General 
Assembly: 

Joseph Manly, Robert Jackson, Levi Finney, Peter Jackson, 
James Finney and Caleb Darby now associated and such others 
as may hereafter be associated with them for the purpose of 
[ suppressing?] vice and immorality, burying the dead, and 
taking care of the indigent and sick among their coloured 
brethren shall be and are hereby ordained and declared to be a 
body politic and corporate, by the name of the Sons of 
Benevolence in the Town of New Castle. 
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The assembly declined their request for incorporation and the 
town's African-American population had to wait until the 20th 

century to take advantage of legal changes and a more tolerant 
atmosphere to establish organizations for social interaction 
outside of church. 

The Community Progressive Club, Inc. 

One of the major social influences in New Castle during the 20th 

century was the Community Progressive Club, Inc., formed in the 
early 1940s out of the need to provide wholesome activity for the 
youth of New Castle. The organization sponsored a Boy Scout 
troop, Cub Scouts, and Brownies, as well as an annual awards 
banquet to honor civic leaders. It continues to provide similar 
services to this day. 

In the 1960s, the Club worked to provide new opportunities for 
community children, both black and white. Government surveys 
determined that New Castle could offer a new national program, 
Head Start, to help young children gain skills to achieve success 
in school. When no other community agencies were willing to 
undertake the new project, the Community Progressive Club 
initiated the program. According to Mrs. Gladys Clark, "[Head 
Start] was so successful and grew so fast that within two or three 
years, the schools were willing to take it then." Club members 
raised funds in order to renovate the building, providing the 
bathroom and kitchen facilities required for the program. 

African-Americans in New Castle recall that in the early 20th 

century, they were not allowed to shop in New Castle stores or to 
attend the local theater except for special showings at 
Christmastime. Mrs. Lydia Garnett founded the Community 
Progressive Club in order to fill a need in the community for a 
public gathering place. Along with local African-American 
churches, the Club fostered community action against racial 
segregation. 
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The Community Progressive Club, Inc. sponsors a variety of beneficial 
programs for the town of New Castle. This is a photograph of their annual 
luncheon April 14, 1962. 

Courtesy of Mrs. H. Sylvester Clark 



50 

Sports 

Baseball was one of the major pastimes for children and adults in 
New Castle and Buttonwood throughout the 20th century. Many 
of the young boys played on pick-up 'sand lot' teams as well as 
organized, county leagues. Because local children, both black and 
white, loved to play baseball together, the sport helped to break 
down the practice of segregation imposed by others. 

Residents of Buttonwood have strong memories regarding the 
establishment of neighborhood baseball teams. There were two 
official teams, the Buttonwood Cubs for younger children and the 
Buttonwood Tigers for older boys. The Tigers had two specific 
incarnations. As Mr. Bernard Pinkett recalls: 

The Buttonwood Tigers had two teams. The second team was 
formed about 1945, and lasted until about 1951. And I was the 
mascot at that time. I was the batboy. They had a uniform for 
me-it was a regular Buttonwood Tigers unifonn, my size. 
Traveled with the team ... I always loved the game because­
actually my mother and father played baseball. My father was a 
part of the [earlier} Buttonwood Tigers ... We really did play for 
the love of the game. 
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Above 

Buttonwood Scout Troop sponsored by the Community Progressive Club, Inc. 
Front row (L-R): --, Trice Flanuner, David Harris, Ulysses McManus, 

Lewis Pinkett 
Second row: Wayne Holladay,--, Gilbert Pinkett, James Rudd 
Third row: Luther Twyman, Kenneth Davis, John McManus 

Courtesy of Mr. & Mrs. Eugene C. Petty 

Left 

Buttonwood Cubs baseball team. 
Row 1 (L-R): Tony Tucker, - - Hines 
Row 2: Cyrus Harris, Coach, --Hines, David Harris, --, Lewis Pinkett 
Row 3: Norman Trice, Ernest Thomas, Gilbert Pinkett, Reginald Davis, Wilson 

Comfort 

Courtesy of the Pinkett Family 
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A STORY OF DESEG.REGATION 

You may have noticed that this book has no specific 
chapter on segregation; rather, the stories and effects of 
segregation and racism are woven into each chapter. 

When asked if he remembered any particular instances of racism 
or segregation growing up, Eugene Petty replied, "that was every 
day." Though each person interviewed for this 
exhibit did have vivid memories of specific incidents, many 
expressed a similar sentiment-racism and segregation were a 
regular part of everyday life. We hope presenting the effects of 
these evils in the context of each chapter's theme conveys how 
this aspect of life was part of the tapestry of living in New 
Castle- part of work, school, church and social gathering. We 
choose to end, however, with a story of hope. 

The walls of the Old Library building, which houses the exhibit 
this book is based upon, echo with the ghosts of segregation and 
desegregation in New Castle. The private New Castle County 
Library Company was racially segregated when, in the early 
1940s, Gladys Clark and her friend Pearl Henry walked up to the 
desk and asked for a library card. Gladys remembers that the 
librarian, in her surprise, said she would have to ask her superior 
if a card could be issued. Gladys and Pearl went to the library 
director's home and asked to be issued a card. The director did so, 
and the girls borrowed books from the library. In church on the 
next Sunday, the pastor admonished the congregation to go apply 
for a library card, to take out books, and to return them "promptly 
and in good condition." 



FORWARD 

T
he New Castle Historical Society is very pleased to 
publish this book in conj�ction wit�1 its �urrent exhibit,
Passing on the Story: Afncan-Amencans m New Castle. 

The historical research that culminated in the exhibit, and now 
this book, is the New Castle Historical Society's first 
meaningful attempt to document the important role of African­
Americans in New Castle's history. 

The first African-Americans arrived in New Castle in the 1660s 
and have been an integral part of the town's history and fabric 
since that time. The exhibit and this book set forth documentary 
information about nineteenth and twentieth-century African­
Americans in New Castle and demonstrate the establishment and 
vitality of African-American churches, neighborhoods, and 
community organizations. The exhibit and this book have brought 
together, for the first time, historical photographs and artifacts 
from the private collections of town residents. 

The Society is indebted to the many individuals who have lent 
objects, photographs and family histories, and who have provided 
interviews about the lives of African-Americans in New Castle. 
The preparation of the exhibit and this book was guided by a 
hard-working steering committee made up of African-Americans 
in the New Castle community, University of Delaware staff and 
students, and members of the New Castle Historical Society. 
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