
c.c ~ount ~l~a6ant 
lf?istorical $oci~t\' 
Celebrating 177 Years of Education 1830 - 2007 

Historical Marker Dedication Ceremony 
f riday, May 18, 2007 I :00 PM 

DEDICATION PROGRAM 

Welcoming Remarks 
James A. Wagner, Park Administrator 

Bellevue State Park 

Master of Ceremonies 
Clint Oantinne, Chairperson 
Mount Pleaiant Historical Society 

Invocation 
Kelli Bradley, Teacher 
Mount Pleasant High School 

Presentation of the Colors 
Hiram Benitez, Chief Warrant Officer 3 

Mount Pleasant High School JROT( 

National Anthem, Pledge of Allegiance', and Alma Mater 
Tom Dean and Brian Drumbore 

Mount Pleasant High School Music Department 
"Pledge of Allegiance led ily the Student Council 

Distinguished Speakers 
Harris B. McDowell Ill, Senator 

Delaware legislative District: I 
Emily Cunningham, Alumnus representing 

Thomas R. Carper, United States Senator 

Charles A. Salki11, Director 
Delaware Division of Parks and Recrea~on 

Dr. James R. Scanlon, Superintendent 
Brandywine lchool District 

Unveiling the Historical Marker 
Retire the Colors 

Recessional - School Song 

I iie Mount Pleasant Historical Society wishes to thank the 
Brandywine School Di,trict, Delaware Public Archives and the Historic 
Markers Program, and the Delaware Division of Parh ana Recreation 
in aisociation with the Cultural an_d Recreational Services. 

Special than ks to: 
Harris 8. McDowell Ill, Senator 
Delawm Legislative District: I 

Russ McCabe and Karen Donovan 
Delaware Public Archives 

Cara Lee Blume, Ph.D., Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
Delaware Cultural and Rmeational Services Section 

David Rickman, Exhibits Coordinator 
Delaware Cultural and Recreational Services Section 

Charles A. Salkin, Director 
Delaware Divisiou of Parks and Recreation 

James A. Wagner, Park Administrator 
Bellevue State Park 

Special recognition to: 
Dr. James R. Scanlon, Superintendent 
Brandywine School District 

Joyce A. Skrobot, Principal 
Mount Pleasant Elementary School 

Michael H. Pullig, Acting Principal 
Mount Pleasant High School 

Alma Mater 
Hail! All hail to thee, Mount Pleasant 

Loud thy praises ring. 
Hay God!s bl~ssi ngs smile upon thee, 

We, her students sing. 
May the brightness of her glory, 

Never, never fail. 
We are true to thee, Mount Pleasant. 

Hail! To thee all hail! 

"Hou nt Pleasant Ever Glorious" 
We are Mount Plea.ant ever glorious, 

we always frght with our heads held high; 
and we will always be victorious 

we have the spirit do or die, 
Mount Pleasant beware all you other men, 

for we are here to win the fray 
and we will be triumphant 

e're we meet for this Mount Pleasant's day! 
M T P L E A S A N T Fight on! Fight on! 

Fight on to victory! We are Mount. 

ff-F}ount 1c'l~ao.1nt lf?igh $chool 
520 I Washington Street Extension • Wilmington, DE 19809 School Office (302) 762-7125 • www.mphsknights.com/history 



BRANDYWINE SCHOOL DISTRICT 

MOUNT PLEASANT HISTORICAL SOCIETY MICHAEL H. PULLIG 
ACTING PRINCIPAL 

MOUNT PLEASMfT HIGH SCHOOL 

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19809 

(302)762 • 7 1 2 5 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Tuesday, May 15, 2007 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT: Clint Dantinne 

(302) 397-1294 - mobile phone 
clint.dantinne@bsd.kl2.de.us 

Mount Pleasant schoolhouse built in 1830 receives 
State of Delaware historical marker 

■ Historical marker dedication ceremony at Bellevue State Park; Delaware public 
school system celebrates 177 years with Mount Pleasant Schools --

WILMINGTON - Delaware State Senator Harris B. McDowell, III of District 1 in 

the 144'11 General Assembly will be a special guest at the Mount Pleasant School historical 

marker dedication ceremony. Senator McDowell, sponsor of the marker, will be joined by 

other dignitaries of the State of Delaware and local school system. Mount Pleasant High 

School teachers, students, and alumni will be represented at this historic event. The school 

JROTC, music program, International Baccalaureate students, and Student Council will 

participate in this grand celebration. 

The dedication ceremony will be held in front of the original Mount Pleasant 

schoolhouse built in 1830 residing at Bellevue State Park (800 Carr Road in Wilmington). 

The ceremony will begin at l: 00 PM on Friday, May 18, 2007. Members of the media are 

encouraged to arrive via the Philadelphia Pike entrance at Bellevue State Park by 12:50 PM. 

For additional event information, please visit our historical society online at 

,_vww.mphsknights.com/activiries/historicalsociety. The history of the Mount Pleasant 

schools and community may be found at www.mphsknig:hts.com/historv. This is a not for 

profit event in cooperation with the Mount Pleasant Historical Society, Brandywine School 

District, Delaware Public Archives and the Historic Markers Program, and the Delaware 

Di vision of Pmks and Recreation in association with the Cultural and Recreational Services. 
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144 HISTORY OF EDUCATION IN DELAWARE. 

The auditor was to settle the accounts of the school committees, wh,, 
were t,o appear before him. whenever he attended "in their county t , 
sett.le tho account of the county treasurer." 

Sclwols.-Each school was to bo openecl on the first Monday in :No 
vernber and to continue as long as fuuds permitted. It was free to all 
white childen. The school committee was to make regulations for l:h 
government of the school nml by these was to "provide for the expul 
sion of a scholar for obstinate misbeha,vio-ur." 

Om:porations.-Each school was made a corporation by the nam11 nr 
school district No.-;" said corporation by said name shall take a111I 
hold grounds, buildings, efo,, and protect property ·a.s any other cor 
poration." 

Ooiinty superintendents.-The governor was directed to appoint, on or 
before the first Monday in March, a superintendent of each county l\.1r 
one year. The duties of the superintendent were: (1) To correspinul 
with all persons int.erestcd in the execution of the act; (2) to aiu. i11 nil 
matters com1ected with its execution; (3) to supply school distriot4 
with prope1· forms and to advise them in respect to their proceedi ui;c , 
(4) to sec that notice be given of division of districts; (5) ·to colll'l•t 
information aud report to the general assembly. For his scrvic,t• 

. he was to receive no compensation but the payment of an expens,::-i 111 
curred in the performance of his duties . 

.Acts repealetl.-All acts that had been passed appropriating nu 
money of the school fund for aid of poor children or support :11111 
encouragement of schools from 1817 to February 12, 1829, were r epeo 11,11.1 

STREN'GTil AND WEAIQ[ESS OF THIS LAV,. 

Judge Wi1lard Hall said of this law: 
The school system under those laws is simple a1Hl pls,in. It forms school <liNt1'1Ct"

appoints and regula.tes tho mooting of the scl,ool ,·otcrs iu these (1istriets, and ('t"" 
roits to thcso voters rn these meetings the whole power OYer the subject of 0011110 
scl)[)o]s for their districts. Every school district is a republican community for I 
special purpose of faking cure of the interests of 1>opula.r education witlilu I 
bonnds. It depcn<la upon the school voters wl,ethor the children of tho <li/lhl 
shall have the benefit of a school and what kiucl of a school they shall have. 

. The im_port of the 1aw appears in another quotation from JudgeJfollt 
The design of tho system is not to mal,o schools by its operation, but to ou1,t ~ 

and invite the people to mn.ke schools uy thek own agency. 
The term" frco" was applied io tho school ln.w to indicate two facts: Firat, It. 

the people were left free to cl10oso the length of time their schools should l1t1 
operation during any one ~,ear, and the amouut of rnoucy to bo raised by taxation 
the support of the same, thus placing upon the people themselves, voting in th\l lftl, 
meetings, the llowcr and t·espousibility of determining whether they would 111\\f 

good school, Ml inferior one, or no school; secon<l, making the titlo show thl\l , 
schools in the State wcro free for every white cl,ild to attend without refo1·011N1 

any money htlving been paid by its father Ol' guardian.• 

1 Law a of Dela.ware, vn, 18!-197. Fifth Annual Report of Superintendent or ) , 
Schools for 1880, containing Grovcs's History of }'ree Schools of Delaware, ,17 ,j 

zaroves, 48. 



THE PUBLIC SCITOOL SYSTEM. 143 

a system the outlines be had suggested in 18.22 by 
11,·iting him to matui'e hi:,; plan in detail ::md embody it in a statute. 

Thus wa-s produced in 1829 t1ie free-school law of Delaware. 

THE FREE SCHOOL LAW 01<' 182!.l. 

SYNOPSIS. 

of the State into sohool district.s.-The levy court appointed 
vc commissioner.:; in each county to divi<fo it into school districts. I n 
n.king the <lh·ision '' it shall be r,_, general regulation to form each d is

rict so tha.t the most remote pnrts should be 2 miles, or about that 
istauce, from the center, except districts comprehending a town, which 
1ay be of such di.mem;ious as :shall be just, having respect to the sizs 
f town or towns." Furthermore, they were to ascertain the number 
f schools in operation, the nmnber of scholars taught therein, the sev
al sums pa.id to the teachers, and to form. an estimate of the number 

f children in e'.tch district between 5 and 21 years of age. The cmu
jssioncrs of each co.unty were to form a board, with aut11ority to re
iew their proceedings as eommissiouers and to alter or form the bounds 
f any district. 
A.mrnai school mcotinr1s.-Tilc school voters in each district were priv

legcd to liold a statell 1nect.i11g every year, on the seeouu 1'Io11day of 
October, at 1 o'c1o(:k in the aJternoou, ,,t the schoolhouse or any place 
lesigoated by the levy comt., to elect, by ballot, a clerk and 2 com
missioners. They were to determine in the salile manner how much 
money was to be ra.iseti by subscription. or voluntary contribution " for 
the support of a free school" in the district. Every resident in the dis
trict having a right to vote for 1·epresentatives in the geueral assembly 
was also a school voter of said district.1 

D'l.{.ties of the clerk mul commissioners.-(1) To determine a situation 
nnd erect it schooi building thereon; (2) to keep the building in good 
ropair; (3) to provide a school for as long a time as the funds would 
ndmit.; (4) to receive all moneys and apply the same; (5) to employ 
teaehers; (6) to do all a.cts requisite to tlle maintenance of a school. 

They ahall employ as a teacher no pm·son whom they shall not have just grounds 
~ l!elieve to be of good moral cha meter 1tn,l well qua,lified to teach reatling, writing, 
Arithmetic, :md Euglish grnmn,a1·, nn<l suoll other 1,mnches of knowledge as the 
committee may deem 1rncessary to !Jo la11gl1t in tho district. They may employ a 
fom11le teacher (in respect to whom tho q,rnlific:ition of roading and w1·iting may be 
nfficicnt) in tho summor mouths or other parts of tho year when snrnll children 

can attend school and others am engaged in the co111mon occupations of the country. 
t'bey ma.y ilisruiss n. tcache1-. 

State ap_p1·01>riat'iona.-The clear incomo of the school fund thcre:1fter 
to accrue was to be a,pportione<l and appropriated among the school 
districts. Eitch district, llowever, shonld have from the school fund :m 
amount equal to that 1·esolved to bo rniised by the voters, and no greater. 

1 The committee wero elected for one year until in 1867 their term wa-s extended 
to throo yoara. 
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View a satellite image of all Mount Pleasant schools 

The photo above is what the old schoolhouse looks like today. ec \iXilllam DuPont Jr. remodeled 
Woolton Hall, now called the Bellevue Mansion, he also changed the1exterior of the schoolhouse from

stone to its present Colonial Revival style, x 

. 
' 
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1830 A law was passed in Delaware to establish the first public school 
system. One of the first schools built was Mount Pleasant, located on an 
acre of land which is now part of Bellevue State Park. Joseph Orr sells a lot 
on September 22, 1830 to the School Committee of School District #2 (note: 
School District #1 was Naamans Creek, now the C/aymont Stone School). A 
small stone school is erected on this lot (see photos above). 

\.) 
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Entrance of Bellevue State Park on Carr Road still has the 1855 



Mount Pleasant School Timeline 

post marker to mark the entrance of the Hanson Robinson Estate. 

1855 Hanson Robinson purchases the remainder of the Joseph Orr lot and 
the adjoining Joseph Grubb lot in order to build his Gothic style mansion. 

186� Hanson Robinson acquires the School District #2 lot in exchange for a 
new two-story school in a lot on the south side of Philadelphia Toll Pike 
opposite the Mount Pleasant Methodist Church. 

The 1865 Mount Pleasant School still stands at 101 O Philadelphia Pike. 
Only the first floor stone construction remains in this now private residence. 

Page 2 of 5 

1865 - The new one-room schoolhouse (see picture above), built from stone, 
was constructed on the Philadelphia Toll Pike opposite the Mount Pleasant 
Methodist Church. Click HERE to view the transfer deed. 

The Mount Pleasant Methodist Church, built 1838, is now part of Bellevue 
State Park and called the Mount Pleasant Meeting House. Click HERE to 
see additional pictures of the 1865 school property. 

Mount Pleasant Meeting House (formerly Ml. Pleasant Methodist Church) 

1910 - The Mount Pleasant School housed primary and intermediate grades 
with some classes being held in the barn of Mr. William Jordan. Miss Mary 
J. Robinson, a teacher of the Intermediate grades, formed an Audubon
Society; members of the group wore badges with a green and white ribbon.
This may have been the origin of the present school colors.

04/17/2007 



Mount Pleasant School Timeline 

Mount Pleasant School buill 1932 

1932 - The present Mount Pleasant Elementary School on Duncan Road 
was constructed (see picture above). It housed grades 1 through 9 and had 
an enrollment of 400 pupils. 

1944 - Parents petitioned the State Board of Education to expand the 
educational program in the district to grades 1 through high school. 

Page 3 of 5 

1945 - The State Board of Education recognized the Mount Pleasant Special 
School District as a special district, enabling the educational program to be 
supervised by a Board of Education and a superintendent. 

The first Board of Education included: 

• Mr. C. Edward Duffy, President

• Mrs. Lillian L. Paschall, Vice President

• Dr. Crayton K. Black

• Mrs. Elizabeth C. Rinehard

• Dr. Ross L. Neagley, First Superintendent

1947 - Grades through the twelfth were added. Ray Schwinger became the 
first principal. 

1948 - Two new elementary schools, housing grades 1 through 6 were 
added. These were Silverside and Edge Moor. 

1949 - Mr. John F. Heiney became Superintendent. The elementary schools 
had full time principals in charge. 

1950 - Mount Pleasant graduated its first class. The Class of 1950 was 
composed of 31 boys and 31 girls. Mount Pleasant became a full-fledged 
high school accredited by the Middle Atlantic States Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools. The total enrollment for the district was now 1,472 
pupils, 543 in the Junior-Senior High School (see Alumni 1950). 

1954 - River Road Elementary School and the new gym on the High School 
were built. 

1956 - Carrcroft Elementary School was completed. The enrollment was 
now 3,250 pupils, 1,950 of them in grades 1 through 6 and 1,300 in grades 7 
through 12. Principals of the Elementary schools were Mr. Thomas D. 
Childrey, Carrcroft; Mr. Joseph Connelly, Edge Moor; Mr. Lawrence M. 
Furbish, Jr., River Road; and Mr. Jack G. Rockwell, Silverside. 

04/17/2007 



Mount Pleasant School Timeline 

1958 Cornerstone Mount Pleasant Senior High School 

1958 - Mount Pleasant Senior High School was occupied for the first time. 
Kenneth E. Michael became principal (see Alumni 1959). 

1962 - Charles Bombay, who had formerly been a Biology teacher, was 
named principal to succeed Mr. Michael. 

1966 -Another Biology teacher, John Michalcewiz succeeded the late Mr. 
Bombay as principal of the high school. 

Page 4 of 5 

1969 -WMPH began broadcasting at 91.7 FM from Mt. Pleasant High 
School and became the State's first high school radio station licensed by the 
Federal Communications Commission. 

1973 - Mr. David K. Fauser assumed the office of Superintendent of 
Schools. 

1975 - School auditorium was destroyed by a fire and was later renovated. 

1978 - The school district of Mount Pleasant becomes the Brandywine 
School District. Quinton Sterling becomes the first African-American 
principal of the high school (see State of Delaware timeline). Dr. Frank J. 
Furgele becomes the superintendent of the newly formed Brandywine 
School District. 

1990 - Dr. Carl W. Smith becomes superintendent of the Brandywine School 
District. 

1991 - Thomas Lapinski, another former Biology teacher of the school, 
becomes principal of Mount Pleasant Senior High School. 

1993 - JROTC program is established at the school. 

1995 - Dr. Joseph P. DeJohn becomes the superintendent of the 
Brandywine School District. The entire Mount Pleasant High School building 
is renovated during the course of the 1995 - 1996 school year. During this 
time, all faculty and students occupy the former Claymont High School 
building on Green Street in Claymont as the temporary home of Mount 
Pleasant High School (see Alumni 1996). 

2000 - Thomas Lapinski retires as principal of Mount Pleasant High School. 
He runs for the School Board, wins and serves a full term as a Brandywine 
School Board member. 

04/17/2007 



Moqnt Pleasant School Timeline 

2001 - Dr. Bruce Harter becomes the new superintendent of the Brandywine 
School District. Dr. Dennis Runyan becomes the new principal at Mount 
Pleasant High School. 

2003 - Gregg P. Robinson is appointed principal of Mount Pleasant High 
School. During the summer, the building was completely renovated with 
new exterior windows. 

2004 - Mount Pleasant High School was authorized as the first public school 
in Delaware to offer the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme. 

2005 - Mount Pleasant High School celebrates 175th anniversary with 
special events and installation of the school Hall of Fame. 

2006 - Mike Pullig becomes Acting Principal. Dr. Jim Scanlon becomes the 
new superintendent of the Brandywine School District. The Mount Pleasant 
High School building undergoes summer wiring renovations to install a new 
security system with video surveillance and ID card door access. 

Page 5 of 5 
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Location of 1865 Mount Pleasant School 

mount ,.,12)1eaeant $en 
'1"".1111-.�-

Philadel 

TOR Pictures: The 1865 Mount Pleasant School still stands at 1010 
Philadelphia Pike (New Castle County parcel# 0612400038) across from the Mount 
Pleasant Meeting House. The location of the 1865 schoolhouse is now a 
private residence. Only the first story stone structure remains. The building 
has been completely renovated since originally constructed in 1865. 

Bottom Picture: This is a view from from the rear of the 1865 schoolhouse. 
Notice the Delaware River in the background. The name Mount Pleasant 
may have originated from this high elevation in northern Delaware. The 
Cauffiel Estate, now on the property of Bellevue State Park, still resides 
slightly down the hill on the right hand side of this picture. 

Page 1 of 1 
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AT THE BEGINNING OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 

The state's first school system, made up of several school districts, 
contained about twenty schoolhouses. Commissioners in each district had 
the duty to employ teachers, handle money matters, and if possible, to build 
and maintain a schoolhouse. In the beginning there were about twenty 
schoolhouses in the state. 

Mount Pleasant information board on the Northern Delaware Greenway 

One student during those early school days recalled that, "The subjects 

04/17/2007 
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History - Mount Pleasant High School Page 2 of 5 
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taught were very primary, the books were of the crudest kind, and the 
furniture of the rudest material and structure. The teachers were themselves 
possessed of limited education." 

As time passed and the state grew, the importance of education was 
recognized. Public Education Acts were passed that improved funding, 
qualifications of teachers, teaching materials, and school buildings. 

EVOLUTION OF A COMMUNITY 

Formative Era 

Bellevue has a long tradition of providing an educational institution for the 
children within its community. William Penn (1644-1718) sectioned most of 
the land that surrounds our present day community of Mount Pleasant High 
School. This land was used to establish one of the first Quaker Meetings in 
Delaware. The most prominent citizens of the day were Morgan Dewit and 
Valentine Hollingsworth. A meetinghouse on the north side of Carr Road (2.8 
miles east of Faulk Road), established about 1682, hosted regular 
community meetings. It was named from a plantation called New Wark or 
New Worke patented to Hollingsworth, who in 1687 donated one-half acre 
for the burying place "being some already buryed in ye spot." This is the 
location of the Newark Union Church. Following the admonition of William 
Penn concerning the importance of educating the young, this meetinghouse 
was also used as a schoolhouse. 

In 1830, a law was passed in Delaware to establish the first public school 
system. That same year, Joseph Orr sold a lot to the School Committee of 
School District #2. One of the first schools built was Mount Pleasant (see 
Mount Pleasant timeline), a small stone school. Hanson Robinson 
purchased the remainder of the Joseph Orr lot in 1855 and the adjoining 
Joseph Grubb lot in order to build his Gothic style mansion. This section of 
land, later be owned by William H. DuPont, Jr., was acquired by the State of 
Delaware in 1976 and renamed Bellevue State Park. The original Mount 
Pleasant School is still on the property of Bellevue State Park (view satellite 
map of all Mount Pleasant schools). 

Mount Pleasant school desk circa 1830 

As the little community of Mount Pleasant prospered, and the village of 
Bellevue grew up around it, a new school was needed. Hanson Robinson 
acquired the School District #2 lot in 1863 in exchange for a new two-story 
school near a lot on the south side of the newly constructed Philadelphia Toll 
Pike. The new school was built in 1865, opposite the Mount Pleasant 
Methodist Church (remnants of the original structure still stand at 1010 
Philadelphia Pike). There, grades 1 through 8 were taught. Gradually other 

04/17/2007 
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grades were added, so that children could attend through high school. 

The community remained mostly parkland until the twentieth century when 
the new economy was driven by the rapidly expanding chemical industry. As 
the chemical industry expanded, so did the community. New towns and 
cities were all causes for a new school. In 1932 this became reality, and 
Mount Pleasant School on Duncan Road was built. This new school would 
only accommodate grades one through nine. There were no school busses 
at that time. Folks remember that the children used to get free trolley rides 
from friendly motormen up to the Mount Pleasant School. 

A new problem emerged - parents wanted local control over their school due 
to rapid growth and the formation of new communities. Eight years later in 
1944, the State Board of Education was petitioned to create a new school 
district. One year later in 1945, the Mount Pleasant Special School District 
was organized. 

Mount Pleasant graduated only the ninth grades in 1946 

In 1947, new housing developments made it mandatory for Mount Pleasant 
School on Duncan Road to become a four-year high school. Prior to this 
year, the school taught only first through ninth grades. It now began 
servicing through the twelfth grade. To accommodate the very young, two 
elementary schools were built: Silverside and Edgemoor. Eight years later, 
two new elementary schools were built - River Road in 1954 and Carrcroft in 
1956. The last elementary school was built in 1966 - Old Mill Lane 
Elementary. 

The first graduating class from Mount Pleasant's newly formed high school 
was in 1950. During the same year for the first time, the Middle States 
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools accredited Mount Pleasant 
High School. Also at this time period, a student committee was formed to 
choose an identity for the high school. The Green Knight (Sir Gawain and 
the Green Knight) was chosen for the school mascot. The school colors 
would officially be green and white. The school yearbooks would be named 
the Green Leaf and the school newspaper would be known as the Green 
Flash. Interestingly, the football uniforms were patterned after Michigan 
State University using their same colors, helmet design and medieval knight 

In 1953 a new site was chosen to build the current Mount Pleasant High 
School located at 5201 Washington Street Extension and Marsh Road. The 
school would open in the fall of 1958. Additions to the main physical plant 
were completed in 1968 and 1971. 

The Desegregation Era 

The community of Mount Pleasant Senior High School underwent a major 

04/17/2007 
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cultural change in 1978 (see Delaware timeline). The Federal District Court 
ordered the 11 school districts in northern Delaware to merge and become 
one single district, namely, the New Castle County School District. The 
newly formed district found it difficult to function as a large district and this 
resulted in the formation of four separate school districts (Brandywine, 
Christina, Colonial and Red Clay Consolidated). 

Brandywine School District would consist of four high schools: Brandywine, 
Claymont, Concord and Mount Pleasant. Mount Pleasant High School 
community has become diverse because of the dissolution of the Wilmington 
School District. Students were shared among the four new school districts. 
The community of Mount Pleasant became two-fold; the old Mount Pleasant 
Special School District and a small, undefined area of the City of Wilmington 
(North-Bellevue-Bellefonte; East-along the Delaware River and Governor 
Printz Boulevard extending past Edgemoor into the inner city around Price 
Run Park, Speakman Park, 25th Street up to Market Street, and Northwest 
to the Ninth Ward; to the West - to the city's urban sections - Rockwood 1/11, 
Talley Farms; Liftwood Estate, and Liftwood to Marsh Road). 

Post Desegregation Era 

In 1990, Claymont High School closed. The Brandywine School District 
attributed the closing to a declining enrollment, an unequal racial balance 
and the economics of keeping a high school open with a declining 
enrollment. As a result, students were reassigned within the three existing 
high schools. Mount Pleasant's current feeder pattern was once again 
transformed. The epicenter of Mount Pleasant High School would remain at 
Bellevue-Bellefonte, but now it would extend as far north as Claymont and 
the immediate vicinity; eastward along 1-495 and the Delaware River; 
westward to the B&O railroad and southward into the inner city of 
Wilmington. Danby Street to Market Street would border the city on the 
north. The northwest would include Vandever Avenue and extend 
northeasterly to Governor Printz Boulevard. This leads south to Spruce 
Street and its immediate vicinity. 

Shifts in feeder patterns have closed all of the former elementary schools 
except Carrcroft Elementary and the original Mount Pleasant School on 
Duncan Road converted back to an elementary school. New feeder 
elementary schools are Harlan, Claymont, Pierre S. DuPont, Maple Lane, 
Carrcroft, Mount Pleasant, Darley Road and two middle schools - Springer 
and Talley. 

Information on the gresent location of Mount Pleasant High School of 
5201 Washington Street Extension, based on deed research for 
Bellevue State Park (Wise 1987) 

1670-1688 Swedish property ownership confirmed by a series of grants 
including resurvey of Verdreitige Hook properties. These documents 
established the southeastern boundary of Rockland Manor, a large tract of 
land set aside for the Penn family, which included much of the land between 
the Delaware River and the Brandywine, except land that had already been 
granted along the rivers themselves. The present Mount Pleasant High 
School property falls within the Rockland Manor boundaries. 

Before 1785 George Robinson acquired a tract of Rockland Manor running 
along the southeastern boundary from Shellpot Creek to Stoney Creek. This 
would include the high school property. 
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H1story - Mount Pleasant High School 
T 

After 1785 The Beeson family acquired the southern half of the George 
Robinson tract, including what is now the high school property. 

After 1850 and before 1868 Joseph Hanby acquired the southern George 
Robinson tract after the death of John Beeson. The Hanbys owned the 
property until after 1900. 

"The people loved Mount Pleasant. When they built a church and school, they called them Mount 
Pleasant. When a group of people migrated westward In 1849, they named their church in Illinois 

Mount Pleasant." 
Herbert T. Pratt, Chairman of the Trustees, Mount Pleasant Church of Christ 
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Satellite image of all Mount Pleasant school properties 
. .

Satellite view of all Mount Pleasant schools 

1 - Original schoolhouse built in 1830. This area was school district #2 in 
Delaware. 
2 - Mount Pleasant schoolhouse moved to this location across from the 
Mount Pleasant Methodist Church (church built in 1838) on Philadelphia Toll 
Pike in 1865. 
3 - As the community grew, a much larger building was necessary for the 
school. This location was established for the Mount Pleasant school in 
1932. 
4 - This new location became the home of the high school for Mount 
Pleasant built in 1958. 
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1865 Transfer Deed of Mount Pleasant School 

Mt. Pleasant Historical Study 
1865 Transfer Deed 

From: Blume Cara (DNREC) 
Sent: Wednesday, June 01, 2005 9:40 AM 
To: Dantinne Clint 
Subject: RE: Mt. Pleasant Historical Study 

Mr. Dantinne: 

Attached is a transcript of an 1865 deed transferring the 1830 
school to Hanson Robinson in exchange for another school and lot 
in an unspecified location. It references the 1830 deed (highlighted 
in the text). 

Cara Lee Blume, Ph.D 
Cultural Heritage Program Manager 
Cultural and Recreational Services Section 
152 S. State St. 
Dover, DE 19901 
(302)739-9191 

Transcript of deed transferring original School #2 to Hanson 
Robinson in exchange for a new school-references the 1830 
purchase from Joseph Orr. 

New Castle County Recorder of Deeds Vol. B-8, pp. 6-8 

This Indenture, Made the thirtieth day of March in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and Sixty five, (1865) Between 
William S. Orr, J . Henry Guest and James Swift all of Brandywine 
Hun red in the County of New Castle and State of Delaware, School 
Committee of School District No. 2, in said County, Parties of the 
First part and Hanson Robinson of the same Hundred, County and 
State Party of the Second part, Witnesseth that the said Parties of 
the First Part, for and in consideration of a conveyance this day 
made by the Party of the Second part to the Parties of the First 
part, of a certain Lot of Land to be used for the purpose of erecting 
a school house thereon, for the benefit of said School District, at 
the cost of the said Hanson Robinson and for and in consideration 
of the sum of One Dollar lawful money of the United States of 
America, unto them well and truly paid by the said Hanson 
Robinson at and before the Sealing and Delivery of these 
Presents, the Receipt whereof is hereby acknowledged have 
granted, bargained, sold, aliened, enfeoffed, released, conveyed 
and confirmed and by these presents do grant bargain, sell, alien, 
enfeoff, release, convey and confirm unto the said Hanson 
Robinson his Heirs and Assigns, All that certain Lot, piece or parcel 
of Land situate in Brandywine Hundred aforesaid bounded and 
described as follows, that is to say, Beginning at a stone a corner 
of land formerly of Joseph Grubb, now of the said Hanson 
Robinson, said stone being in a line of John Beeson's land; thence 
with said Hanson Robinson's line North fifty two degrees and one 
quarter West, nine perches to a stone; thence South fifty two 
degrees and a half West nine perches to a stone and thence South 
fifty degrees and one quarter East nine perches to the place of 
Beginning, Containing Eighty one perches of land be the same 
more or less. (Being the same land and premises which Joseph 
Orr by Indenture under his hand and seal bearing the date the 

http://www.mphsknights.com/history/deed.aspx 
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1865 Transfer Deed of Mount Pleasant School 

Twenty second day of September A. D. 1830 sold and conveyed 
unto Edward Beeson, Joseph Grubb and School Committee of 
School District No. 2. their heirs, Successors and assigns In trust, 
for the purposes therein mentioned; as in and by said Indenture 
recorded in the office for Recording Deeds etc. at New Castle in 
and for New Castle County aforesaid, in Book N, Vol. 4th page 163 
etc. relation being thereunto had appears.) 
[The remainder of the deed is standard formulaic legal language] 
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MOUNT PLEASANT 
SCHOOL BOARD LETT-ER 
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:iih the first of JulY_ th? Mo~~t Ple~
. pf. Special School D1stnct will be off1-
'1 ~ tv.•enty years old. It was on that 
ilat • in 1945 that the State Board of 
: oi tion passed a resolution recogn.iz
led the Mount Pleasant District as a 
' al • district, empowered to supervise 
• in "11 educational program under a 

of Education and a Superinten-

Local History 

lane! ugh our history as a full-fledged 
• I dates back a mere twenty years, 

has been functioning in this 
~nee 1855, when a school house 
built on a lane leading into the 

Estate, now the property of 
illiam du Pont. The school stood 
l was known as the Pleasant Hill 
lure. The lane was renamed 

House Lane and the school was 
i1ount Pleasant School because 

. elevated location. 
$41; 

ly. I 

wffl 

About 1863 the Cartwell Estate was 
purchased by a Mr. Hanson Robinson, 
who built a large house called Bellevue 
Castle. Sin'ce he wanted the school
house as a lodging for his coachman, he 
donated a piece of land and built a one
room stone schoolhouse on the Phil?c
delphia Toll Pike opposite the Muunt 
Pleasant Methodist Church at Bellevue. 
This was completed in 1865. 

II 
i 
I 
j 
I : 
I 

The school remained on that site until 
1932 when a new building was opened 
on Duncan Road. This 193 2 structure 
is now part of eur Junior High School. 

The school colors of green and white 
probably date back to the early 1900's:, 
when a teacher by the name of Miss 
Mary J. Robinson formed an Audubon 
Society. The badge ,of the members 
was a green and white ribbon. 

What is a special schqol district? In Delaware there are two types of 
school districts-state board units and special districts. The former are. 
headed by a supervising principal and a board oi trustees; the latter are 
administered by a superintendent and a board of education. Both types of 
districts are responsible to the State Board of Education and the State 
Superintendent of Instruction and receive . the .same proportion of money 
from the State. Originally, a special district had more latitude in education~ ... 
matters, such as textbook selection, curriculum, ownership of.scho~l prop~rty, ' ' 
selection of administrative personnel, etc. But in fact there is currently no 
such differenliation between districts which have a full program from grades 
one through twelve. 

Duncan Road Sc'hool 

In 1932 the new school on Duncan 
Road housed 400 pupils in grades 1-?. 
In 1945 when the district was given 
permission to have a complete educa
tional program from grade 1- 12, die 
enrollment was 996. Our enrollment 
this school year is 5029. 

Dr. Ross L. Neagley, who is now di• 
rector of the D epartment of Education·
al Administration at Temple Univer
sity, was the district's first superinten
dent. Mr. John F. Heiney, the ctistrict's 
present superintendent, came to Mount 
Pleasant in 1949. , The ctistrict's high 
school program was accredited by the 
Middle Atlantic States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools in 19S0. 

The o ld Mount Pleosant School 
on Philadelphia Pike. This pie• 
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BOARD OF EDUCATION ACTIONS 
At its July meeting, the Board or 

Education swore in the newly elected 
members, Mr. William J. Conner and 
Dr. Earl A. Abrahamson, and then or
ganized for the current year. :\!Ir. L. 
Ray Crittendon and Mrs. Edward Mer
chant, J r. were unanimously chosen to 
serve as president and vice-president 
respectively. This is Mr. Crittendon's 
third term as Board president and ~Irs. 
Merchant's second as vice-president. 

Access Committee 

Mr. Vincent H. Waldin, chairman or 
the citizens' school grounds and access 
committee, attended the J uly and Aug
ust Board meetings. This committee 
is now studying the present and future 
student locations in the district so as 
to determine the proper distribution of 
pupils to the five elementary schools 
when the fifth elementary school opens 
in 1966. The commiltee is also exploring 
ways to improve the grounds at the 
sever al sites. 

Also of concern to this committee as 
,,,.·ell as to the Board is the establish
ment of safe walking and bus routes 
with a minimum of disturbance to the 
communities in which the schools are 
located. 

Working with Mr. Waldin on this 
committee are Mrs. L. A. Gleason of 
Carrcroft and Messrs. Dale F . Babcock 
of Riverside Gardens, L. A. Gleason of 
Carrcroft, Evan K . Houseman of L ift. 
wood, Richard R. Lunt of R iverside 
Gardens, and Richard L. McMahon of 
Liftwood. T he comm1ltee has abo been 
in touch with civic associations. 

Federal Funds 

Mr. C. Hall Downs from the Sta te 
Department of Public Instruction at
tended the August Board meeting to ex
plain wha t funds are available to Dela-

LL I ·oN l!"'"'cl 
·1aa •uo16u!wl!M 

·~~O lt~O~dNON 

n 1 w ,1 

ware schools under the 1965 Elementary 
and Secondary School Act. A total of 
2¼ million dollars has been allocated 
to Delaware; of this nearly 2 million 
is to be used for programs for the dis
advantagP.rl. The remainder is for li
brary resources, educational centers, and 
research. Mr. Downs explained how 
Mount Pleasant may possibly qualify 
for funds for specific projects. 

Our school district has, of course, in 
the past received federal aid under the 
National Defense Education Act. T his 
has been primarily for foreign language 
laboratories, science equipment, and 
guidance services. 

Principal 
At its August meeting, the Board ap

pointed Mr. Jack G. Rockwell as prin
cipal for the new elementary school, 
effective July 1, 1966. Mr. Rockwell 

will continue as principal f 
School for this school Year· 

0 ~ 
has been named yet fo; ~ 
position. 

Mr. Rockwell's appoint 
new principalship at this 1~

1 

able him to help with the ~ 
this schoo1 during construtr • 
Rockwell is a graduate of w:: 
State College and holds -a ~~ 
~ree fro.m T emple University, ti: 
ts workmg toward a doctoratt. 

He has been principal of '° 
School since it opened in 194t: , 
that he was teaching principaJ" ' 
denwold, New Jersey. The R•t 
live in Woodside Hills. Ont ; ' 
two sons has been graduatt1 
Mount P leasant and is now~ ' 
Carolina College; the other is,• 
High School. 

LOCAL FUNDS ACCOUNT 
July 1, 1964 to June 30, 1965 

Balance, July 1, 1964 ..... .......... $ 
School Taxes Collected ............ .. 
Miscellaneous Receipts ............ . 

Income 
127,187 
947,536 

10,2 54 

Expendititr es Baltt 

Total available .................... $ 1,084,977 
Debt Service 
Current Expenditures . .............. . 

$296,880 
686,346 

Total Expenditures .. ....... ... $983,226 
Salary Encumbrances* 

J uly-August 1965 .................. 60,582 
Balance, June 30, 1965 .... ..... ... $4f 

Please note that the above is an account of local fund., only. 
complete financial statement, showing local and state funds, Id 
published in the district's Annual Report in the fall. 

* Encumbrances are salaries earned during the 1964-65 sc~ 
but paid out during the summer months to t hose teachers who II' 

receive their salaries on a 12-month basis. 

6086 l aJoM01ao 'uo. 
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COMMI1TBES HARRIS B. McDOWELL, m 
Majority Leader 

STATE SENATOR 
• ( ' I ,, '.;; I, Q f p U 8 I_ j C Children, Youth & Fa_milies,_ Chair 

; ,.;, t.,' H· J ' ,-: ~· Energy & Transit, Chru.r 
First District SENATE 

• .. , " ' ' t.. ..;J Ethics 

June 14, 2006 

John Frazer 

STATE OF DELAWm:PJ WJ j 9 
LEGISLATIVE HALL 

DOVER, DELAWARE 19903 

Office of the Controller General 
411 Legislative Ave. 
Dover, DE 19903 

Re: Historic Marker 

Dear Mr. Frazer: 

Executive 
Health & Social Services 

Insurance & Elections 
Judiciary 

Legislative Council 
Permanent Rules 
Veterans Affairs 

I respectfully request that $3000.00 be added to this years Department of State budget 
directed to the Division of Public Archives for the purpose of funding a Historical Marker 
at the original Mount Pleasant schoolhouse which is now located on the grounds of 
Bellevue State Park. 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this request. Please contact my office should you 
have any question about this request. 

Sincerely, 

~~Lr~~ 
State Senator / 

Cc: Karen Donovan 
Clint Dantinne 

2311 Baynard Boulevard, Wilmington, DE 19802 

Home: 302-656-2921 Senate Offices: Dover 302-744-4147 Fax: 302-739-6890 Wilmington 302-577-8744 
E-Mail: Harris.McDowell@state.de.us 
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