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Introduction 

This report presents the results of archival research focusing on the Robinson 
House, a historic house with two outbuildings on a parcel measuring just over one 
acre, located at the intersection of Philadelphia Pike and Naaman's Road in 
Brandywine Hundred, New Castle County, Delaware. The house is owned by the 
Delaware State Museums and managed by the Naaman's Heritage Association 
(NHA). Historically, this property was owned for just over a century by several 
generations of the Robinson family. The property that remains today is a small 
portion of the Robinson family's once extensive land holdings in northern New 
Castle County. 
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In commissioning this research, the NHA sought to investigate the history of this 
legendary building and to clearly document the facts of its history. The first phase 
of research presented herein focuses on the tenure of three generations of Thomas 
Robinsons who lived at the site between 17 45 and 1851, which encompasses the 
date when Thomas Robinson (1) purchased the property through the date when 
Thomas Robinson (3) sold the house and surrounding land. The earliest years of 
the property's history from 1676 through the 17 45 are summarized in order to 
provide the necessary context for the remainder of the Robinson family narrative. 
This report does not address the time period following the 1851 sale of the property. 

Project Goals and Research Methodology 

The primary goal of this report is to document and elucidate the historical 
occupations of.the Robinson House, with .an emphasis on the Robinson family 
tenure. In particular, the research undertaken for this report sought to provide a 
solidly researched and clearly documented factual narrative of the property's history 
and its owners. This research presented herein attempts to clarify oral traditions 
long associated with the property and to pirovide a factual framework for the 
interpretation and public presentation of the house to the public by the Naaman's 
Heritage Association. 

A variety of written, graphic, oral, and material resources were utilized to reconstruct 
the physical, social , cultural, technological, and economic history of the property. 
The archival research was designed to achieve the following: 

1) to establish the nature and extent of the information contained within extant 
historical documents; 

2) to establish a base history of 
a) the property and its occupants; 
b) the activities undertaken by the Robinson family at the site and 

elsewhere; 



c) the construction and expansion of the house and other structures at 
the property; and 

3) to provide documentation of generally accepted information about the 
Robinson House and to utilize this documentation, whenever possible, to 
confirm or disprove oral traditions about the Robinson house and family. 

Research towards these goals began with thorough search of New Castle County 
deed records, and other documents as necessary, to supplement existing data and 
to establish a complete chain of property ownership for the property. With property 
owners' names established, research efforts then turned to focus on the 
biographical and social history of the Robinson family, which included gathering 
genealogical, demographic, physical, social, and economic data about the family 
from a range of documentary sources. As documentation was collected, the 
researcher established biographical research files for the individuals who owned 
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and lived at the Robinson House and for other Robinson family members who lived . 
at adjoining properties (now demolished). The following sources illuminate the 
social, economic, and cultural history of the Robinson family: 

1) New Castle County Deed Records and other land records, at the New 
Castle County Recorder of Deeds and Delaware Public Archives. 

2) Chester County Deed Records at the Chester County Archives and 
Records Administration, West Chester, PA. 

3) New Castle County Probate Records, including wills, probate 
inventories, estate administration, and Orphans' Court records, 
housed on microfilm at the Morris Library of the University of Delaware 
and Delaware Public Archives. 

4) United States Population Census Records (1800-1850) on microfilm at 
the Delaware Public Archives 

5) New Castle County Tax Assessment Records on microfilm at the 
Delaware Public Archives. 

6) Real estate advertisements in various eighteenth and nineteenth 
century newspapers at the Historical Society of Delaware. 

7) New Castle County Road Books on microfilm at the Delaware Public 
Archives. 

7) Newspaper accounts and advertisements in the Pennsylvania 
Gazette. Available on CD-ROM at the University of Delaware Morris 
Library. 

8) Genealogical records of the Robinson family available at the Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania. 

9) Various primary documents (many photocopies from an uncited 
source) collected by the Naaman's Kill Questors and now in the 
Robinson House Collection, Delaware Division of Historical and 
Cultural Affairs (DOHCA), Dover. This collection was not catalogued 
at the time of research and as such, references to it appear simply as 
Robinson House Collection, DOHCA. 



10) Published secondary sources devoted to the history of Colonel 
Anthony Wayne. 

11) The writings and papers of George Washington available transcribed, 
compiled, and indexed, and several compiled itineraries of George 
Washington. 

12) Chester County Probate Records, including wills, probate inventories, 
estate administration, and Orphans' Court records, housed at the 
Chester County Archives and Re.cords Administration, West Chester, 
PA. 
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13) Correspondence and other primary documents related to Thomas 
Robinson available at the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia and the Chester County Historical Society, West Chester, 
PA. 

14) Graphic documentation in the form of historic maps and atlases, and 
photographs of the house. 

This report also includes a brief review of the architectural history of the house; The 
plan drawings included in Appendix D and the comments incorporated fnto the 
report are the work of Jeffrey E. Klee, an architectural historian and doctoral 
candidate at the University of Delaware. Klee provided basic architectural analysis 
and commentary on the building's evolution. In the future, additional investigation of 
the building will expand upon this basic knowledge of the building's construction and 
evolution. 

Report Organization 

This report is presented chronologically, beginning with the early history of the 
Robinson House property and then continuing through the three generations of the 
Robinson family who lived at the Robinson House. For sake of_ clarity in describing 
the several generations of Robinsons (each with its own Thomas Robinson), the 
author has assigned the numbers (1 ), (2), (3), and (4) to the four Thomas 
Robinsons discussed. Though Robinson (4) actually predates Robinson (3) in birth 
order, the author has chosen to assign the numbers in this way due to the fact that 
Robinsons (1 )-(3) are a direct line and are the three men who occupied the 
Robinson House, whereas Robinson (4) never lived in the house. 

The report relies often on direct quotations from eighteenth-century correspondence 
and the author has chosen to preserve original spelling. In cases where original 
spellings are not understandable, the word has been replaced and appears in 
brackets. 

A series of appendices provides supporting information, graphics, and selected 
primary documents referred to in the narrative. The items in these appendices, 
most notably the timeline and family trees, are intended to provide easy reference 
for the Robinson House docents. 
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Early Property History 

Sometime before July 1675, Edmund Andros, Deputy Governor of the Province of 
New York, granted 1,000 acres to Charles Jansen, Wolle Rawson, Olle Nielson, 
Hans Hopman, John Hendrickson, and Hans Olleson. This grant included land that 
extended from the Naaman's Creek in New Castle County to the Marities Creek in 
Upland County, Pennsylvania (the precursor to Chester County).1 This patent was 
reconfirmed in March 1676 under the English government. The 1,000 acre patent 
nearly delineates the current boundaries of Marcus Hook, Pennsylvania and 
extends into New Castle County. 2 

Though little is known about the six men who formed this partnership, it seems that 
they were a combination of Swedish and Dutch individuals formed together in a 
business alliance for land speculation and development. · After receiving the 1,000-
acre grant, it seems that the six men divided the land, with Wolle Rawson holding 
title to land in the southern portion of the original grant, which included land in 
Marcus Hook and New Castle County. Preliminary research focused on Wolle (aka 
Olle, Wooley, or William) Rawson indicates that he was a Swedish citizen, who 
came to the Swedish settlements on the Delaware River in 1654.3 By the end of 
the seventeenth century, Wolle Rawson had established a mill on the northern bank 
of the Naaman's Creek, not far from its mouth at the Delaware River. In July 1697, 
Rawson sold the seven-acre parcel including the mill, mill race, and a house to 
Jasper Yeates.4 

By the first quarter of the eighteenth century, Wolle Rawson had died, and in April 
1728, his heirs sold a 107-acre portion of his property to Thomas Moore. This 
parcel of land included "all that messuage or tenement plantation and all the piece 
or parcel of land thereunto belonging," which was bounded by the Delaware River to 
the east, the Naaman's Creek to the south, and the land of Jasper Yeates and 
William Rawson to the west and north, respectively. 5 See Map C1. in Appendix C. 

When Thomas Moore purchased the 107-acre property from the Rawson heirs, he 
presumably moved into the messuage (or dwelling) that was noted as being part of 
the property. Though the location of this house cannot definitively be determined, 
deeds and other documents narrow it down to one of two locations-on the east 
side of the Kings Road near the mills or on the west side of the King's Road, at the 
current site of the Robinson House. Preliminary architectural analysis of the 
Robinson House indicates that the first period construction of the house clearly 
dates cirea 1730, and as such, it is possible that it was standing when Moore 
purchased the land. If it was not standing at the time of purchase, Thomas Moore 
built it soon after he bought the property and before his 1736 death. Thomas 
Moore's home (the Period I portion of the Robinson House) consisted of a two
story, one-room, plank framed house atop a stone foundation. It most likely had 
exposed ceiling joists on the first and second floors and a large cooking hearth 



along the east wall with a winder staircase behind.6 See Appendix D1 for floor 
plans. 

In addition to purchasing the 107 acres of land, Thomas Moore also boughtthe 7-
acre mill parcel, which had been the property of Jasper Yeates until his death in 
1720.7 Though the date of the mill property transaction is not recorded, it probably 
occurred not long after Yeates's 1720 death. The mill, which is later identified as a 
grist mill, also included saw milling operations during Moore's ownership, for his 
estate inventory several years later refers to items "belonging to ye saw mill."8 It is 
possible that the plank framing of his home, a very unique framing style in the 
Delaware Valley, exists due to the presence of the saw mill.9 
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In December 1736, Thomas Moore died, leaving his widow Mary, four sons, and 
two daughters. In addition to owning land at Naaman's Creek, Moore also owned a 
950-acre plantation with a mill in Caln Township, Chester County, which Moore's 
administrator, Joseph Cloud, sold within several months of Moore's death, in order 
to pay his debts.10 After Thomas Moore died, his moveable estate at Naaman's 
Creek was inventoried. This inventory records the contents of Moore's home and 
also identifies the mill, a blacksmith shop, and a cider mill on his property. At the 
time of his death, the Moores' house was furnished with five beds, a case of 
drawers, two tables, six chairs, one chest, and a looking glass. The inventory also 
records "a mullatta woman and her child" living on the property. See Appendix F1 
for Thomas Moore's probate inventory. 

The estate administration for Thomas Moore records rent paid for the Naaman's 
Mills, which suggests that Moore may not have participated in the milling operations 
himself. Alternatively, this rent may represent a new situation brought about by 
Moore's death. Either way, it seems that Moore's heirs attempted to keep the mills 
operating following Thomas's death. 11 However, the Moore heirs clearly were not 
successful in their attempts to continue the mill ing operations, for in July 17 45 
Joseph Cloud petitioned the New Castle County Orphans' Court for approval to sell 
Moore's New Castle County property to settled debts of £700. The Court approved 
his request and ordered the sale of Moore's real estate so as to repay the 
outstanding debts.12 Soon after, Joseph Cloud placed an advertisement in the 
Pennsylvania Gazette announcing: 

On Wednesday, the first Day of January next, will be exposed to 
sale, by Public Vendue, Naaman's Creek Mills, and about 85 acres of 
land, thereto adjoining, being part of the real estate of Thomas 
Moore, deceased, at which time attendance will be given on the 
premises by Joseph Cloud, Administrator of the deceased. By order 
of the Orphans Court.13 

As he stated in the advertisement, Joseph Cloud offered a portion of Thomas 
Moore's estate at a public vendue on January 1st

• At the sale, a trio of Philadelphia 
merchants-Thomas Robinson, Peter Rowland, and John Rowan-purchased the 
property.14 
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Thomas Robinson (1), 1714-1766 

Thomas Robinson (1) arrived in Philadelphia from Dublin, Ireland in the spring of 
1738. The twenty-four-year-old quickly established himself as a merchant, shipping 
agent, and importer of Irish indentured servants. By the summer, he was booking 
passage and cargo on ships to Ireland, which returned with finished goods and 
servants he would then sell.15 Though the Irish trade was not as extensive as the 
trade with other parts of the British Isles and the West Indies, it did play a role in 
Philadelphia's mercantile dealings and centered on export of flaxseed, lumber, flour, 
and rum, and the import of servants, beef, candles, and butter. In the 1730s, when 
Robinson arrived in Philadelphia, only ten or eleven ships cleared Philadelphia for 
Ireland each year. However, the Irish trade would grow over the course of the 
following decades to reach a height of thirty-six ships departing annually for Ireland 
in the first half of the 1750s. Clearly, Robinson was on the forefront of a growing 
business opportunity and within several years of arrivin~ in Philadelphia would 
come to benefit from the increasing trade with lreland.1 

The first reference to Thomas Robinson's presence in Philadelphia and his direct 
involvement in the Irish trade comes in a June 29, 1738 announcement in the 
Pennsylvania Gazette 

Just imported, in the Snow Hercules, a parcel of likely English and 
Irish servants, men and women, and are to be disposed of, by 
William Hartly, Thomas Robinson, and Lawrence Anderson, on board 
the said Snow, now lying off opposite of Market Street Wharf. 17 

By early November 1738, Thomas Robinson (1) was again announcing his 
intentions to sail to Ireland. This time on the Ship Trya/ and with "extraordinary 
accommodations for passengers." It seems that Robinson was no longer working 
with the individuals he partnered with for the shipment on the Snow, but had instead 
entered into business with John Erwin. Erwin was an Irish Quaker who had arrived 
in Philadelphia is 1728 and who, by 1738, was the shipping agent for the ship 
Trya/. 18 Erwin's relationship with Robinson was not solely a business one. In May 
1739, Erwin would become his brother-in-law, when he married Thomas Robinson's 
sister, Mar,x, in Dublin, Ireland. The couple returned to Philadelphia shortly 
thereafter. 9 

Thomas Robinson (1) returned from Ireland sometime before August 1739 and 
moved into a house on Second Street.20 The same month, Robinson joined the 
Philadelphia Quaker Meeting, where he was received on a certificate issued by the 
Dublin Monthly Meeting dated April 11, 1738.21 Evidently Robinson had received his 
certificate from Dublin meeting when he first left Ireland for Philadelphia. However, 
due to his short and undoubtedly busy initial stay in Philadelphia in the summer of 
1738, he was not received as a member of the Philadelphia meeting until August 
1739.22 
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In January 1739, Thomas Robinson (1) married Sarah Mason in Salem, New 
Jersey.23 Sarah (Sharp) Mason was one of seven children of Isaac Sharp, a 
merchant who settled in New Jersey after leaving Dublin, Ireland. Sarah was about 
28 years old when she married Robinson and was the widow of Thomas Mason, a 
Salem merchant who died in Philadelphia in April 1738. Sarah Mason had at least 
one child, John born in March 1733, by her first marriage.24 It seems that this child 
did not live to adulthood, because there is no mention of him in later records of the 
Robinson family. 

After their marriage, Sarah and Thomas were living on Second Street in 
Philadelphia. In the autumn of 1741, Thomas Robinson is identified in the 
Pennsylvania Gazette as having a "house" on Front Street.25 It is not clear whether 
this was a new residence or a business location, though it may have been a 
business house since in 17 45 Robinson is again identified as being on Second 
Street.26 

In October 17 41, Thomas Robinson (1) was again involved in booking passage to 
Ireland. With Robert Morris as its master, the Snow Penguin was scheduled to 
leave for Dublin and Newry. Morris and Robinson were accepting freight or 
passage on the ship, noting in particular that the ship had good accommodations for 
passengers. 27 

Shortly after March 25, 1742, Thomas Robinson (1) announced his plans for an 
early April departure to Europe and requested that all those with demands against 
him bring their accounts to be settled. He also asked that all those owing money to 
him make payment to his wife, Sarah Robinson. This latter comment suggests that 
Sarah remained in Philadelphia while Thomas traveled to Europe.28 

Thomas Robinson (1) must have stayed in Ireland long enough to return to his 
original meetinghouse-the Dublin Monthly Meeting. However, by the fall of 1743, 
he was back in Philadelphia and was again being received at Philadelphia Meeting 
on a certificate granted by the Dublin Meeting in late May 1743.29 Once back in the 
city, he did not stay settled for long. By early November 17 43, Thomas Robinson 
and his brother-in-law John Erwin were making arrangements for the Ship Grace 
and Mary to set sail for Dublin.30 

Thomas Robinson (1) continued his active involvement in shipping and trade, but in 
17 45, he turned his attention to a new undertaking-the purchase of land in 
northern New Castle County along Naaman's Creek. Though one cannot know just 
how Robinson learned of the availability of property at Naaman's Creek, it is 
possible that he read of it in the announcement that Moore's administrator, Joseph 
Cloud, placed in the Pennsylvania Gazette late November 1745. 

Thomas Robinson (1) attended this sale and, along with Peter Rowland and John 
Rowan, purchased land from the estate of Thomas Moore. 31 Though the sale 
announcement had indicated that the property included 85 acres, the purchase 
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agreement actually records a 19-acre parcel, a 104-acre parcel, a 3-acre parcel with 
the house of Richard Moore (son of Thomas Moore), and the mill.32 Rowan and 
Rowland seem to have only provided start-up capital for the purchase, for by 17 48 
both had sold their shares in the property to Robinson. 33 

With the purchase of the Naaman's Creek mills and the surrounding land, Thomas 
Robinson (1) apparently turned his full attention to his new business venture and 
discontinued some of his dealings in the city of Philadelphia. In the first two years 
of owning the property at Naaman's, Thomas Robinson seems to have maintained 
a close connection to Philadelphia, and may have even continued to live there. 
But in July and August 1747, Robinson advertised the sale of "a dwelling house and 
lot in Front Street." In describing the lot, he pointed out that it was well situated for 
a merchant, shop, or tavern keeper and also included a cooper's shop.34 This is 
evidently the property from which Robinson had been conducting his shipping and 
merchant activities. In all likelihood, Robinson decided to sell this property so that 
he could focus his energies on his new business venture in northern New Castle 
County. 

Robinson's interest in the mill at Naaman's may have been due in part to plans for 
exporting flour to lrel,:md. Due to crop failures in the British Isles, there was an 
occasional market in Ireland for Philadelphia-area flour and wheat and with 
Robinson's involvement in the Irish trade, he would have ready access to the 
market. Furthermore, though the Irish trade was beginning to reach its peak in the 
years leading to 1750, it would then begin to steady decline through the remainder 
of the century. Perhaps Robinson's business acumen and long-time involvement 
with the Irish trade gave him insight into this trend and helped bring him to the 
decision to expand his business dealings to the flour mill at Naaman's.35 

By October 1747, Thomas Robinson (1) had apparently sold his Philadelphia 
property and had set up permanent residence at Naaman's Creek. Nonetheless, 
Robinson continued to travel the twenty miles between Naaman's Creek and 
Philadelphia, surely to transact business relating to his mill and the sale of its 
superfine flour. On one of these trips along the Chester Road, he lost "an old black 
leather pocket book, with about twenty pounds paper money, and several flour 
invoices, and other papers of no use to any but the owner." Robinson asked that if 
someone found it, they should return the pocketbook to "B. Franklin, at the Post 
Office" or to himself at Naaman's Creek for a five pound reward.36 Whether 
returning lost items to Benjamin Franklin was a convention in this time period or 
whether Robinson was a friend or associate of Franklin's is not known. Research 
conducted to this point does not identify any other links to Franklin, but further 
research focused on Philadelphia in the mid-18th century may be able to provide 
more detail on Thomas Robinsons social and business networks. 

After purchasing the Naaman's property, Thomas Robinson (1) turned his attention 
to the milling operations and placed an advertisement in the Pennsylvania Gazette 
calling for "a good miller'' with the further comment that "any person inclinable to 



serve ... shall have good encouragement."37 Who had been serving as the miller 
from the time of purchase to this date? The answer to this question remains 
unknown at this stage of research, though it is possible that the mill sat idle for 
some time due to Moore's debts and during the time that Robinson was making 
arrangements to leave Philadelphia. 

Once settled in New Castle County, Thomas Robinson seems to have transferred 
his prominent position in Philadelphia merchant society to his new home. In May 
1749, Robinson was appointed as a Justice of the Peace for New Castle County.38 

Besides this appointment, there is little documentation of Robinson's activities at 
Naaman's or in New Castle County in the second half of the 17 40s. 
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In October 1752, Thomas Robinson was again making arrangements to travel to 
Europe and requested that those with accounts and debts settle them with him 
immediately. As a note, he added that he would take "at the mill, the produce of this 
country for payment of debts."39 Apparently Robinson left America to return to 
Dublin to settle the estate of his father, who had died in fall 1750.40 Within a year, 
Thomas had returned to New Castle County.41 

When Robinson purchased the property at Naaman's Creek, his family included his 
wife Sarah, and their children, Abraham, Margaret, and Jane. See Appendix 82 for 
Thomas Robinson (1) family tree. When the Robinsons moved to Naaman's, they 
were most likely living in the house that had formerly belonged to Richard Moore, 
which was situated on a three-acre parcel on the east side of the Great Road 
(Philadelphia Pike) and near the mills. Thomas Moore's widow, Mary, maintained a 
residence in her home (the Period I portion of the Robinson House) through May 
1749, when she released her widow's right of dower to her house. 2 At this point, 
Robinson probably moved his family from the house they had been living in to the 
one-room, plank-walled hquse on the west side of the Great Road. 

In the years that the family lived at Naaman's Creek, Sarah gave birth to Thomas 
(2) in 1750 and Sarah in 1753. The Robinson household may also have included 
Thomas Robinson's five nieces and nephews, the children of his sister and brother
in-law, Mary and John Erwin, who died intestate within two weeks of each other in 
late 1756. Thomas assumed guardianship of their five children, though it is not 
known whether the children came to live with the Robinsons at Naaman's Creek or 
whether they remained in Philadelphia.43 

As his family grew and his milling operation became more developed, Thomas 
Robinson (1) continued to remain active in New Castle County. In June 1756, he 
was again appointed as a Justice of the Peace for the county.44 During these 
years, he was also acquiring additional real estate in the southern part of New 
Castle County. In November 1757, he purchased several hundred acres of land in 
Appoquinimink and St. George's hundreds. Like his property at Naaman's, 
Robinson's land holdings in southern New Castle County were all located near a 
creek or a marsh, suggesting that Robinson bought these properties to assist in his 



shipping endeavors, which most likely were dominated by selling flour from his mill. 
Several years after acquiring some of this land, Robinson advertised for the rental 
of "the house, lands, and benefit of a toll bridge at Apoquinimy (Appoquinimink)." 
The property was an old tavern that Robinson described as being well situated for 
trade due to the fact that shipping vessels would go up the creek to the wharf.45 

This accessibility for ships was undoubtedly critical to Robinson when he purchased 
the land and as such, an important factor to emphasize in the advertisement. 

At his Naaman's Creek property, Thomas Robinson maintained the Naaman's 
landing, which surely provided ample opportunity for shipping and receiving goods, 
including the super fine flour that was a product of the mill.46 Robinson's mill and 
landing were clearly prominent locations in the community for many newspaper 
advertisements and announcements use it as landmarks in property descriptions 
and locations.47 

As Robinson's wealth and prominence in New Castle County grew, it is possible 
that he chose to expand the size of his home. Preliminary architectural study 
identifies a two-room addition of back-to-back parlors constructed on the west end 
of the house sometime between 1750 and 1770. The documentary evidence 
suggests the earlier date due to Robinson's success with the mills and the recent 
transaction that resulted in Moore's widow releasing her right to the house. 
However, the precise date of this addition has not yet been determined due to 
extensive 20th-century renovations that obliterate the original finishes and 
construction. This frame addition expanded the house to a three-room, L-plan 
layout, which allowed for two formal rooms on the first floor. These rooms were 
heated by back-to-back corner fireplaces, which may have been ornamented with 
raised paneling. The new rear room was the largest and most likely the best 
finished and most brightly lit.48 See Appendix D2 for floor plan. 

Thomas Robinson (1) lived at Naaman's Creek for over a decade, but chose to 
return to Philadelphia in 1760. From this point onward, deeds refer to him as being 
"recently of New Castle County, but now of Philadelphia.',49 Presumably the entire 
family moved to Philadelphia with Robinson, though it is possible that Sarah and 
some or all of the children may have remained at Naaman's while Robinson 
pursued new business opportunities in the city. However, by 1766, when Robinson 
died, the family was in Philadelphia. 

After returning to Philadelphia, Robinson apparently added another outfit to his list 
of business ventures-a brewery located near Hamilton's wharf. Research has not 
focused on this aspect of Robinson's life, so little is currently know about this 
brewery or his business dealings during this time period. Robinson does appear in 
October 1765 among 400 Philadelphia merchants who signed the Philadelphia Non
Importation Agreements, which followed the Stamfo Act and were intended to 
pressure British Parliament into repeal ing the tax. 0 
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On August 17, 1766, Thomas Robinson (1) died at the age of fifty-one.51 It seems 
that his death was sudden as he left no willl and there is no record of doctor's 
services within the estate accounts. At his death, Robinson left his wife Sarah, and 
four children-Abraham (age 26), Margaret (age 22 and married to cousin Sharp 
Delany), Thomas (2) (age 16), and Sarah (age 13).52 

Robinson's widow, Sarah, and oldest son, Abraham, assumed the roles of 
administratrix and administrator for the estate. Among the first tasks in settling the 
estate was the completion of a probate inventory of Thomas's Philadelphia home. 
This inventory confirms the extent of Robinson's wealth and elite status as a 
prominent member of Philadelphia's merchant class. Entered first on the inventory 
is the impressive sum of £571.11.5 "cash in the chest." The inventory goes on to 
detail the contents of Robinson's home, which was substantially furnished in a 
gracious manner. The list begins with the items in Sarah and Thomas's bedroom, 
which featured a mahogany desk and dressing table and a bedstead, fitted out with 
a feather bed, several blankets, and bed curtains. At the window hung curtains, 
Chinese porcelain plates, a Delftware dish, and glass tumbler decorated the 
mantelpiece, and an "old swinging looking glass" hung on the wall. 

The furnishings and decorative items throughout the rest of the house further 
express Robinson's elite status and participation in genteel society. Luxury Items 
abound and include carpets, looking glasses, pictures, books, and a clock. Twelve 
leather bottom chairs, two tea tables, and 22 China plates suggest entertainment 
and social gatherings that clearly took place in the home. Items such as "old maps," 
a map of Pennsylvania, and a "jack, ens~n, and penant for a vessel" identify 
Robinson's role as a shipping merchant. See Appendix F2 for this inventory. 

Though Thomas Robinson (1) had left his residence at Naaman's Creek six years 
before this inventory was created, the items in it express his extreme wealth and 
involvement with a luxurious lifestyle and suggest that his home at Naaman's may 
have been furnished with similar or many of the same items listed in the 
Philadelphia inventory. 

It is not clear who occupied Robinson's Naaman's Creek residence in the 1760s, 
though Robinson evidently did not have possessions there when he did, for none 
are included in his probate inventory. It is possible that the home was being rented 
to the miller or the mill's overseer. Robinson's estate accounts record numerous 
individuals paying rent and bills to the estate. Further research of each of these 
individuals may reveal who was living at Naaman's during this time period. 

With the extent of the deceased Robinson's land holdings, the settlement of his real 
estate was a complicated matter, which extended from Philadelphia to Chester and 
New Castle counties. Sarah and Abraham Robinson began the estate settlement in 
Philadelphia. Shortly after Thomas's death, Sarah and Abraham placed their first 
advertisement in the Pennsylvania Gazette calling for those indebted to or owed by 
Thomas Robinson's estate to come forward for settlement.54 
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In April and May 1767, Sarah and Abraham advertised in the Philadelphia Chronical 
for the settlement of the accounts.55 They also placed another advertisement in the 
Gazette.56 It seems that the widow and son of Thomas Robinson received little 
response, for their final advertisement in the Pennsylvania Gazette, in September 
1767, came with a stronger request and a stern warning: 

Whereas the subscribers have repeatedly given notice to those 
indebted to the estate of Thomas Robinson, deceased, either by 
bond, note, or book debt, to come and discharge the same; and as 
little or no regard has been paid thereto, this must serve to acquaint 
them, that unless they come and pay off directly, their accounts will 
be put into an attorney's hands, without further notice. Sarah 
Robinson, Abraham Robinson. 57 

Whether the debtors and creditors to Thomas Robinson's estate responded to this 
final announcement by Sarah and Abraham is not known. Sarah was clearly 
making every effort to finalize business and clean up the details of her husband's 
extensive estate. In late August, she advertised the rent of Robinson's "brew
house, malt-house, and dwelling in Water Street, near Hamilton's wharf."58 This 
newspaper advertisement is the last one regarding Robinson's estate that appears 
in the Philadelphia Gazette. 

Just as Sarah and Abraham Robinson were finalizing Thomas Robinson's 
Philadelphia estate, 27-year-old Abraham married Sarah Penrose at Christ Church 
in Philadelphia in March 1766. Sarah Penrose was the daughter of Bartholomew 
Penrose, a wealthy Philadelphia merchant, and the sister of Mary Penrose, who had 
married Anthony Wayne, a socially well-connected surveyor and land agent who 
would become prominent in the Continental Army.59 

If Sarah Robinson was successful in quickly renting her deceased husband's 
property, and it is likely she was since no further advertisements appear, she would 
have needed to locate a new residence. Brothers Abraham and Thomas (2) 
Robinson seem to have remained in the city since 1769 tax lists record an Abraham 
Robinson in Dock Ward and Thomas Robinson in Southwark.60 Sarah may have 
lived with one of them. Future research in Philadelphia deed records would identify 
properties in the city that the Robinsons owned. 

In 1772, Sarah, Abraham, and Thomas were among the charter members of the 
Southern District Meeting when the Philadelphia Meeting split into two districts.61 

The Southern District extended south from the north side of Walnut Street, and 
included Moyamesing, Southwark, and Passyunk.62 The Robinsons' affiliation with 
the Philadelphia meeting indicates that they must have remained in Philadelphia for 
at least some time after the death of Thomas (1 ). By the mid 1770s, however, 
Abraham was established at the mill property at Naaman's and Sarah and her 
children Thomas (1) and Sally were spending at least some time at their Naaman's 
Creek residence.63 
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With business in Philadelphia settled, the widow and her eldest son turned to 
settling details of Robinson's extensive land holdings in Chester County and New 
Castle County. However, it was not until October 1772 that Abraham Robinson 
petitioned the New Castle County Orphans' Court for the survey and division of his 
father's property. Why it took five years to initiate this process is not clear. 
However, during that time Abraham Robinson married and may have been 
occupied with establishing a new household and handling other items relating to the 
settlement of his father's estate. The late date of this phase of the settlement may 
also coincide with the time that Abraham officially relocated his residence to the mill 
property at Naaman's. 

In New Castle County, the land holdings of Thomas Robinson (1) included "a 
messuage and plantation consisting of several different tracts of land, "situated on 
Naaman's Creek and bounded by the same Creek and the River Delaware and the 
line dividing the counties of Chester and New Castle, having a water-corn-grist Mill 
thereon erected and containing ... 220 acres." Robinson also owned "a plantation or 
tract of land, lying on the South side of Naaman's Creek, and bounding therewith 
the river Delaware, containing ... 128 acres." Furthermore, Robinson owned 
substantial holdings in Mill Creek, New Castle, Appoquinimink, and St. George's 
hundreds.64 

Once he had initiated the division of the land in New Castle County, Abraham 
Robinson appeared before the Chester County Orphans Court in December 1772 to 
request survey and division of his father's land holdings in Pennsylvania. Thomas 
Robinson had owned nine properties throughout Chester County totaling more than 
688 acres, including two plantations in Tredyffrun Township, a plantation in Bethell 
Township, land in Chichester Township, and lots fronting the Delaware River in 
Marcus Hook. Finally, he also owned a tract called the "Mill land" part of which lay 
in Chichester Township and had been purchased from the administrators of 
Thomas Moore. This property was a portion of the Naaman's mill property 
purchased in 1745 that extended north from Naaman's Creek into Pennsylvania.65 

In August 1773, the New Castle County Orphans Court returned their division of the 
estate of Thomas Robinson (1) based on a survey completed by-AnthonyWayne.66 

The property was divided among the four Robinson heirs, with the widow receiving 
her legally mandated one-third dower portion. Abraham Robinson received the 
fourteen-acre mill property that lay between the King's Road (Philadelphia Pike) and 
the Delaware River. Though much smaller in acreage than his siblings' portions, 
this property would have been incredibly lucrative with its milling operations and 
landing. See Map C4 in Appendix C for the property division. 

Thomas Robinson (2) received three parcels-113 acres on the west side of the 
King's Road and extending across the north and south sides of Naaman's Creek; 
21 ½ acres on the north side of Naaman's Creek and bounded by the Delaware 
River to the east and Abraham's property to the west; 27 ¼ acres located on the 



west side of the King's Road and along the state line. He also received another 
three parcels in southern New Castle County. Robinson's daughters, Margaret 
Delany and Sarah Robinson, received other portions of land in New Castle 
County.67 

· 

Thomas Robinson (2), 1750-1819 
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Thomas Robinson (2) was seventeen years old when his father died and twenty
three when the estate was finally settled and divided among the Robinson heirs. He 
received almost 161 acres in Brandywine Hundred alone and several hundred acres 
in southern New Castle County and Chester County, Pennsylvania. Though the 
specifics of his activities following his father's death are unknown, it is likely that he 
was occupied with schooling and then became busy with managing his extensive 
land holdings. He also more than likely assisted his brother in the operation and 
management of the Naaman's mills. 

By December 1775, Thomas Robinson (2) was considering service in the 
Continental Army and expressed this interest with his friend Francis Johnston, who 
lived in Chester and served as Lieutenant Colonel of the Fourth Battalion. Johnston 
in turn relayed Robinson's comment to Anthony Wayne, who, in early December, 
had been selected to head up the Fourth Pennsylvania Battalion for the Continental 
Army.68 In a postscript to Wayne, Johnston reported, 

My friend Thos. Robinson, is willing to serve as Major in the 
Battalion-Pray keep yourself from the Solicitation of any person, 
until you have a favorable opportunity of serving a friend-that friend 
now offers, you must therefore do every thing in your power for him. 
If we find this will not succeed I am assured, we can with a deal of 
ease, get him recommended to Congress as a Captain.69 

Anthony Wayne took Johnston's recommendation to heart and on January 5, 1776, 
Thomas Robinson, Esq. was commissioned in Wayne's Fourth Pennsylvania 
Battalion. Though Robinson had not qualified for his desired rank of Major, he did 
receive the rank of Captain of one of the companies in the battalion. 70 

Colonel Anthony Wayne was a close friend of the Robinson family, due in large part 
to the fact that his wife Polly's sister, Sarah, was married to Abraham Robinson. 
Wayne was also a close friend of Sharp Delany, who was married to Margaret 
Robinson, Thomas (2) and Abraham's sister.71 Delany was also a cousin to the 
Robinson's through their mother's line.72 Though the Robinsons resided primarily in 
Delaware, Thomas Robinson clearly joined the Pennsylvania line of the Continental 
Army due to his connections with Anthony Wayne, Francis Johnston, Sharp Delany, 
and others. 
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By the middle of January, Colonel Wayne was deeply involved in the struggle to 
organize a regiment of troops. This task was a difficult one, as evidenced by a 
January 1 ih communication to Congress signed by Wayne and several other 
Pennsylvania officers that complained of the difficulty of organizing their battalions. 
Throughout this time period, Captain Thomas Robinson, who headed up Company 
8, would have been busy following Colonel Wayne's orders to recruit his regiment 
to full force. In early February, Congress ordered the Fourth Pennsylvania to 
quarter "in or near Chester." They instead decided to locate at Marcus Hook for 
their training, but found no preparations there for their arrival, which prompted them 
to live in houses. While Wayne sought out supplies, such as blankets, for his men, 
he ordered his troops to continue their training and encouraged them to not harm 
the homes in which they were living. 73 During this time, Thomas Robinson 
participated in recruitment and provisioning for his men and recorded related 
expenses in his notebook.74 Robinson was probably living at home at Naaman's 
Creek, located just under a mile from Marcus Hook. Accordin~ to Wayne's Orderly 
Book, Robinson was present at Marcus Hook on February 291 and March 14th

.
75 

Robinson's company had evidently reached full size and was well-equipped by 
March 31 5

\ when it began their march for New York.76 Arriving in New York City, 
the Fourth Pennsylvania was met with accolades and comments for their notable 
appearance and discipline.77 After passing through the city, the companies 
encamped on Long Island. Upon his arrival in New York in mid-April, Colonel 
Wayne found his men to still be poorly armed and clothed, but busily involved in 
creating defensive fortifications around the city.78 In late April, Wayne received 
orders to begin immediately for Quebec, where his battalion would assist the 
Americans there who were trying to retain a hold on the St. Lawrence River.79 After 
their brief encampment on Long Island, Thomas Robinson and his company headed 
for Quebec, traveling by way of Albany, where they were camped on May 16th

•
80 

In early May, Robinson's family were not aware that he had left Long Island yet, 
though they were aware that he was awaiting orders to march to Canada. 
Thomas's sister, Sally, wrote to Anthony Wayne in early May asking that Wayne 
take care of Thomas while the men were in Canada.81 On May 51

\ Thomas's 
mother, Sarah, penned a letter to her son expressing her heartbreak about him 
going to Quebec and declaring her fear that she might not see him again. She 
articulated particular concern for the great distance that would be between them 
once he was in Quebec and prayed that he "may stay at New York so that [she] 
may hare (hear) from [him] often and ... permit [her] to see [him] once mor ... "82 

In early May, Abraham Robinson arrived at Long Island, hoping to see his brother, 
only to find that he had left for Quebec just ,days earlier. In a letter, written May 9th

, 

Abraham explained that he and sister Sally had planned to come together to see 
Thomas off. After being convinced by her friends, Sally did not join Abraham on the 
trip. Abraham noted that it was for the best since "takeing leave of [Thomas] upon 
such an occation would be painful." Abraham added further that "the 



disappointment of not seeing [Thomas] after coming would have gone very hard 
with her." "I judge this by my own feelings," he commented palpable sadness. 83 
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In his letter, Abraham also remarked that "Mamme has not heard you going on this 
expedition, I fear it will effect her very much when she comes to know is, as she 
always seem'd to dread your going upon it." However, Abraham attempted to ease 
the concern by adding that it was probably better that Thomas has been sent to 
Canada, as the two battalions that remained in Philadelphia were awaiting orders to 
go to Detroit, "which everybody thinks ten times more dangerous."84 

Letters written to Thomas during the time that he was marching to Canada 
repeatedly express a particular concern for his health and his weak constitution. 
Though the Canadian weather was a factor, these letters reveal that Thomas 
generally must have been prone to weakness and ill health. Abraham, in his May 
9th letter, advised Thomas to take care of himself and cautioned that "when you 
catch a small cold, which may often be the case, take care to get clear of before you 
run any risque of getting another. The country you are in will require the greatest 
cares even in a person of a strong robust constitution which is not so much the case 
with you as I could wish." Abraham concluded the letter with a postscript to rally his 
brother's mood, "I hope to see you return safe and well crown'd with Laurels this 
fall, however let what will happen I pray and hope that your conduct may prove 
becoming a Soldier, which I by no means doubt-God Bless you-Farewell." 85 

Abraham wrote often to his brother during the spring of 1776. Writing on May 18th 

from Naaman's Creek, Abraham began his letter with some advice and a warning, 

Dear Tommy, I now once more beg you may be very careful of 
yourself as the Country you are in is generally very sickly in the 
summer season being very subject .to the augues and fevers which 
we all know you used to be very much afraid of when you was with 
us and had an opportunity of being better nurs'd than you can expect 
in camp .... 

In addition to the careful cautions about his brother's health, Abraham's letter also 
contained a description of an incident that took place between two British men-of
war, which came up the Delaware River from the Bay and were attacked by 
American gondolas near Christina Creek. This engagement was especially 
alarming to Abraham and his family, since it was so close to their home. He 
explained that "Our Folks was so much frightened that they have mov'd the goods 
from here. The House looks like a Deserted Castle." He goes on to say that their 
"Dear Mother is now in the City, she has not returned since the Alarm, she is pretty 
well and seems to have gotten over her uneasiness about your going to Quebeck a 
great deal better than I expected for the time. I believe the fright of the Engagement 
helped very much to drive her uneasiness away." 86 

The house at Naaman's Creek was often empty during the spring of 1776, since 
Sally Robinson was living in Philadelphia, after leaving "the Country" because it 
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seemed "so very lonesome" without Thomas.87 Mrs. Robinson, too, was in 
Philadelphia, though Abraham remained at his home at Naaman's Creek. It is not 
possible from the existing correspondence to determine how frequently, if at all, 
Mrs. Robinson and Sally returned to Naaman's Creek during the spring and early 
summer of 1776, though it seems that they were rarely there during this time period. 

By May 22nd
, Abraham was again penning a letter to "Tommy." In this letter, he 

commented primarily on the state affairs with the campaign in Canada and 
expressed regret that Thomas's company was the first armed and therefore the first 
exposed to the danger of battle. Abraham prayed that the "Allseeing Eye may 
extend his protection to [Tommy] and guard [him] against the Vicissitudes of 
Fortune." As typical, he closed the letter with words of advice about Thomas's 
health.BB 

Thomas Robinson did not actually arrive in Canada until early June after 
approximately three weeks of marching north from New York. At some point during 
the march from New York to Canada, six of Thomas Robinson's men deserted him, 
and he wrote to his brother asking that these men be advertised and returned to the 
company stationed at Chester. However, in his reply, Abraham expressed concern 
about not being able to do this, as the men at Chester had left the week before and 
he would not know what to do if any of the deserters were to be returned.B9 

Once they reached Canada, the 4th Pennsylvania encamped on the south bank of 
the St. Lawrence River. There they met with patriot troops that were retreating to 
escape newly arrived British soldiers and the spreading smallpox. In a May 24th 

letter to her brother, Sally wrote that she was "rejoiced [that] the defeat at Quebec 
happened before [he] arriv'd there ... I should be sorry to hear of my Brother 
retreating in such a hurry." This comment is somewhat perplexing since Robinson 
and the 4th Pennsylvania would not s~e action in Quebec until June 9th

• Sally could 
only have been referring to this first group of soldiers that had retreated down the 
St. Lawrence. 

Perhaps more notable in Sally's May 24th letter is her update on recent visitors to 
their home in Philadelphia. Casually, Sally noted that "General Washington 
arrive[d] in Town yesterday for to stay a few days with us." This was her only 
comment on Washington's visit, and she quickly moved on to reporting the other 
friends who are in town and visiting. 90 Sally's ease and casual regard of 
Washington's visit hints that it was not an uncommon or surprising occurrence. 
Though this is the only documented reference to Washington visiting the Robinsons 
(either in Philadelphia or at Naaman's), it suggests that he may have visited in the 
past or that it would not be surprising if he did so again in the future. 

General and Mrs. Washington had arrived in Philadelphia from New York on May 
23rd with plans to stay elsewhere. The Washingtons had been invited to stay with 
John Hancock during their stay in the city; however, upon their arrival in the city, 
Washington received a note from Hancock expressing his regret that he could not 
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wait on them in person due to a severe case of the gout. This change in plans likely 
prompted him to seek out alternate accommodations, with the Robinsons being the 
chosen location. George Washington stayed in Philadelphia until June 5th

, and 
during his visit, met with Congress to discuss military operations.91 There is no 
further comment regarding Washington's stay with Sally Robinson, but he most 
likely stayed throughout his entire visit. 

Since Thomas Robinson's letters do not exist, it is difficult to assess his emotions or 
actions during this time. Despite the one-sided nature of the communication, the 
repl ies of Thomas's family often hint at the news and information he shared in his 
letters. In a May 1 ih letter to Abraham, Thomas had apparently told his brother of a 
novel idea for sleeping, simply wrapped in a blanket and lying on the ground. 
Abraham replied with shock that he hoped that Thomas did not "put it in Practice yet 
as there can be no necessity to run the Risque." "I like your sleeping in your Tent 
very well but on the ground I do not approve of," he concludes sternly.92 This final 
comment vividly illustrates Abraham's fatherly treatment of his often sickly younger 
brother. 

Letters between the Robinson family and Thomas in late May, June, and early July 
1776 do not exist in any known collections or repositories. This lack of letters may 
be due in large part to the fact that Thomas Robinson was active during the Quebec 
campaign, moving often and engaged in heavy battle at Three Rivers and 
elsewhere.93 If letters were sent (and considering the frequency of earlier 
correspondence, they most certainly were), these communiques may not have 
reached Robinson or they may have been damaged or lost. For whatever reason, 
the absence of letters is striking in comparison to the large numbers of letters from 
the spring and precludes a full understanding of Robinson's actions during this time 
period. 

Though family letters are absent in June 1776, the correspondence of others 
provide a glimpse of Robinson's actions. In his orderly book on June 1 ih, Wayne 
recorded the brave character of his people in their battle at Three Rivers and offers 
thanks to several individuals, including Captain Robinson, who acted as "Gentlemen 
and Soldiers."94 The next day, Wayne reiterated this praise, when in a letter to 
Benjamin Franklin and others, he singled Thomas Robinson out to offer accolades 
for proving himself "the Soldier and the Gen'tm." Wayne remarked that Robinson's 
"conduct has outgone the most Sanguine hopes of his friends."95 

The memoirs of John Lacey, a member of the 4th Pennsylvania, provide a different 
perspective on Robinson's actions during this time period. By mid-July, Robinson's 
company, along with seven others in the battalion, had returned to New York and 
were encamped at Ticonderoga, where they paraded on July 13th

•
96 John Lacey 

comments on that time period, noting that Robinson was one of "the Colonel's 
favorites," who often had the pleasure of spending time in Colonel Wayne's tent.97 

He goes on to offer this far more expressive view on Robinson, 



I know very little of Captain Robinson, he keeps himself very close 
within the vortex of the Colonel's Patrimony; but this I know when any 
extra duty is required, he is sure to be sick and never fails to faint at 
the site of human Blood. Captain Moore is more of a bully ... They 
two were Wayne's constant companion, inmates of the same 
Markee, Dined, Supped, and lodged together. None of the other 
officers of the regiment were suffered to approach them or invited to 
eat or drink a drop, at the Colonel's Festive Board; no one trouble 
them, unless called there on business. The Colonel's partiality to 
them was such as to disgust all the other officers of the Regiment. 98 
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Though Lacey's comments can be considered the bitter remarks of a man who once 
had been passed over to command a company, they do touch upon, and provide 
support for, two issues that are apparent in the family correspondence-Robinson's 
sickly constitution and his close friendship with Colonel Wayne.99 And while 
Lacey's words may be slanted due to his jealousy, they do provide one of the most 
colorful descriptions of Thomas Robinson and his manner at this time period. 

The next letter in the family correspondence is one from Sally dated July 14th
• She 

began her letter by noting her concern over whether Thomas has received any of 
the nine letters she had written since he had left New York for Canada. She has 
had some news by way of a Mr. Franks, who delivered a message from Thomas 
and reported that he looked "hearty." She then shared news of family and friends, 
noting that she had heard from the mills recently and "they are well." She also 
reported that their mother had gone "up with Nancy to stay the summer." It is not 
clear who Nancy is, but may have been an extended family member or friend.100 

In her letter of the 14th
, Sally also comments in passing that Richard Peters has 

been appointed Secretary of War. The next piece of family correspondence reveals 
further detail about the role of Richard Peters in Sally's life. In late August, 
Abraham wrote to Thomas, now at Fort Ticonderoga, announcing exciting family 
news, 

In my last to you I mentioned that I thought our sister and Capt. 
Peters would be married. I now inform you that I understand they 
were join'd in the Holy Bonds last Thursday night, I was not even 
acquainted at the time of their intentions of having it finish'd so 
suddenly, I cannot conceive the reason of our not having an invitation 
to the wedding therefore will wait until I see or hear from them before 
I undertake to be affronted, I think Sally has some good reason, 
otherwise I shall take it very hard.101 

The speed of Sally's marriage evidently surprised Abraham, but allowed him to offer 
his thoughts on marriage and to express his hope that Thomas would one day be 
"join'd to some good girl with somethin~ pretty of an Estate that [would] enable [him] 
to live above the Frowns of Fortune."10 
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Thomas must have received Abraham's news quickly and rapidly returned a 
congratulatory letter to his sister. In late September, Sally wrote to her brother to 
thank him for his wishes on her marriage. She also responded his desire to "have 
her picture," and she says that she "will sit for it directly and send it up."103 This 
picture obviously was a painted portrait. It may have been a miniature which would 
have been easier to transport than a full size portrait.104 

On September 2?1h, Abraham Robinson wrote from Philadelphia to Thomas. 
Having just returned from a month of sitting in Convention in New Castle, Abraham 
shared news of the state and noted the formation of a Delaware battalion, which he 
had hoped Thomas could lead. However, many felt that it would not be appropriate 
to have a captain in the Pennsylvania Continental army preferred above those 
officers raised in the Delaware government, so Abraham withdrew Thomas's 
brother's name.105 

In October, Thomas was still encamped at Fort Ticonderoga. In a letter written on 
the 2nd 

, Abraham Robinson expressed uneasiness on behalf of himself and his 
mother at the thought that Thomas may be staying in New York all winter. It 
seemed that their concern was warranted for on October 11 th

, Thomas Robinson 
was granted "furlough from General Gates."106 This furlough apparently was due to 
an illness from which Robinson suffered. Though the muster roll does not supply 
the reason for Robinson's furlough, a letter written by Anthony Wayne does. On 
October 13 and 14th, Wayne writes to his wife that Captain Robinson "is going to 
Fort George sick."107 Fort George, located in Lake Geor~e, New York, was the 
headquarters and hospital of the Northern Army in 1776. 08 

Thomas Robinson would not have been alone at Fort George, which was a busy 
and crowded hospital in the late summer and fall of 1776. In fact, General Gates 
commented to George Washington in a July 29th letter that "Everything about this 
army is infected with pestilence. To put this evil from us, a General Hospital is 
established at Fort George, where there are now between two & three thousand 
sick. 11109 By November 1776, the hospital was less crowded with 400 patients, but 
was lacking an adequate supply of ve~etables, good female nurses, and 
comfortable sleeping arrangements.11 

October 1776 must have been a difficult time for Thomas Robinson due to his 
illness, the length of time that he had been away from home, and the poor 
conditions at the Fort George hospital. In late September and early October, 
Robinson seems to have been considering his future involvement in the Continental 
Army. In an early October letter, Sally Peters wrote to her brother and alluded to his 
consideration of resignation from the army. Sally commented that "she wishes to 
see him in peace but would be very sorry he should return whilst his presence is 
necessary where he is." Their mother also "longs to see [him] but says she would 
forfeit that pleasure rather than [he] would taint [his] honor by a resignation." Sally 
continued by describing the suffering of another man who had recently given up his 
commission. 111 
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Rather than resigning from service, Thomas Robinson had in fact received a 
commission, dated October 2, 1776, for the rank of Major in the Fifth Pennsylvania 
Regiment. Whether it was knowledge of this commission or the difficult conditions 
in northern New York that prompted Robinson to consider resignation is not known. 
There is no further discussion or comment on the issue of a resignation, but it 
seems clear from this correspondence that Thomas Robinson at some point in the 
fall of 1776 was contemplating the idea of leaving the army. 

The October promotion did result in Robinson's involuntary resignation from another 
organization-the Quakers. Though Robinson had been active in the Pennsylvania 
battalion since January, his appointment to the rank of Major prompted his 
immediate disownment by the Southern District Meeting for accepting an office in 
the army.112 

It seems that members of the Robinson family were not aware of Robinson's 
promotion, nor did they know that he had taken ill and was in the hospital at Fort 
George. As late as mid-October, they were still sending him mail at Fort 
Ticonderoga and making no mention of his being sick. On October 17th

, Sarah 
Robinson wrote a letter to her son that accompanied a package of woolen goods to 
keep him warm at Fort Ticonderoga. In the package, Mrs. Robinson sent "two pare 
of mild worsted stockings marked TR" and "a pare of mild gloves." She also wanted 
to send a warm cap, but was not able to get one in town, but hoped to make one 
soon. In true maternal fashion, she also implored him to let her know if there was 
anything else he needed, so she could send it.113 

Thomas Robinson was still recuperating at Fort George in early November, and by 
the middle of the month he was still not well. His sickness had apparently not 
improved noticeably and Colonel Francis Johnston wrote to Anthony Wayne that 
"Poor Tom is so weak yet, that I must not part with him." Johnston was bound for 
Chester, Pennsylvania where he intended to open his quarters and embark on 
some recruitment. 114 Instead of leaving Robinson in New York to get well, 
Johnston apparently took him with him to Pennsylvania. A November 26th roll of 
Captain Robinson's company at Fort Ticonderoga recorded Thomas Robinson "sick 
in Pennsylvania."115 Robinson spent December and early January recuperating, 
either at Naaman's Creek or in Philadelphia. During this time, it seems that he 
assisted Colonel Johnston in his recruitment efforts, for later in February he 
received $2,000 "for the recruiting service."116 

During his nearly two months at home, Robinson must have regained his health and 
energy, for by January 22nd

, Colonel Robinson's regiment along with a Colonel 
Simon's regiment, together consisting of 700 men and officers, has arrived at 
Ticonderoga.117 In April 1777, Colonel Wayne wrote to Abraham Robinson 
describing the situation at Ticonderoga, noting that a party of thirty men and two 
officers has recently been killed by a group of American Indians commanded by a 
British officer. One who escaped from his captors reported that the enemy was 



collecting at Montreal, Camella, and St. John's, waiting to come in full force once 
the lake opened. As such, Wayne has asked all the Eastern states to send their 
troops at once, so that he would "hopefully" be ready to meet the British at any 
time. In confidence, he expresses some concern at his preparedness with the 
comment that that he has "not One Thousand men on the Ground." 118 
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By the end of April, Thomas Robinson had left Ticonderoga, most likely to 
accompany Colonel Wayne, who had been ordered by General Washington to 
refort to Morristown, New Jersey to take charge of a Pennsylvania brigade there. 
11 Not long after arriving in New Jersey, Thomas Robinson served as President of 
a General Court Marital held at Boundbrook, New Jersey on April 28th

•
120 

Throughout the summer of 1777, Thomas Robinson was encamped in New 
Jersey.121 At home on Naaman's Creek, members of Abraham Robinson's family 
surely witnessed the march of the American troops through Naaman's Creek in late 
August 1777 as General George Washington led them through northern Delaware 
and into Wilmington on his way to oppose General Howe who was landing at Head 
of the Elk.122 Oral tradition states that on this march Washington may have stayed 
at the Robinson House. However, the author of this report has not located any 
documentation that definitively supports this belief. Writings about Washington's 
itinerary during that time period do record him marching out of Philadelphia, through 
Chester and to Naaman's Creek on August 24th

, 1777. However, at this point in the 
trip, diarist Timothy Pickering, Washington's Adjutant General, records that the army 
marched to Naaman's Creek with "the General and family advancing to Wilmington, 
a pretty town and well situated."123 Because George Washington has been 
documented as staying with members of the Robinson family at their residence in 
Philadelphia in May 1776, it is imaginable that he may indeed have visited with the 
Robinsons at Naaman's Creek.124 However, because Washington did not keep a 
journal of his own during this time period, there is no way to determine whether he 
did stay or if Pickering is accurate in his description of Washington's course of 
travel. 125 

After passing through Naaman's Creek, George Washington spent more than a 
week in Wilmington, planning his movements against the British. He then went on 
to Chadd's Ford where he stationed troops to defend Philadelphia from the enemy 
troops advancing from Head of Elk in Maryland. On September 11 th

, George 
Washington led troops, including Thomas Robinson (2), into the Battle of 
Brandywine. 

General Washington had personally selected Thomas Robinson to lead a corps of 
250 men into the battle at Brandywine. The men were subjected to a strong attack 
by the enemy, and though he performed bravely, Robinson was wounded and 
returned with only thirty of his men. In a letter written almost forty-three years later 
to artist John Trumbull, Robinson's brother-in-law Richard Peters recounts the 
events of that day, noting that they would make for an excellent painting. According 
to Peters, when General George Washington encountered Robinson on the 
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battlefield following the defeat, the usually composed General was so overcome 
with emotion that he "threw his arms around him and embraced him in a paroxism 
of fervid affection and marked approbation, mixed with penetrating Regrets." In his 
letter, Peters continues by explaining that, 

The Colonel [Robinson] has often told me that he was more overcome by this 
unexpected reception, than by all the toils and dangers he had passed. Bleeding 
with wounds, almost prostrate with fatigue, and almost incapable before this to sit on 
his horse, he maintained his seat. What a moment of rapture was this for an 
honourably, yet inevitably defeated, soldier.126 

After receiving wounds at the Battle of the Brandywine, Thomas Robinson was sent 
to the hospital at Lancaster.127 An October muster roll again notes Robinson as 
wounded. This is the last reference to the wounds he sustained at Brandywine, so 
it is unclear exactly how long it took him to recover. 128 There are not records that 
explain why Robinson was sent to the hospital at Lancaster. The walking wounded 
from Brandywine generally went to hospital facilities in Philadelphia, while the more 
serious injuries were sent to New Jersey hospitals. A historian of military medicine 
makes no mention of the Lancaster area hospitals receiving soldiers from 
Brandywine.129 

In the late fall of 1777, while Thomas Robinson was recuperating from the injuries 
he sustained at Brandywine, the area around Robinson's home and the Naaman's 
mills was an active place. On October 31 5

\ George Washington, anticipating the 
arrival of enemy troops, ordered Brigadier General James Potter assisted by 
Captain Lee of the Light Horse to immediately "remove the running Stones from the 
Mills in the neighbourhood of Chester and Wilmington." Washington dispatched 
Potter to several mills, including Robinson's on Naaman's Creek among them. He 
goes on to give detailed information about how the project should be conducted, 
noting that it should be done in the utmost secrecy using several wagons and "good 
Officers with sufficient parties" who were not to know of their destination until just 
before they were to go. Washington advised that the stones should be marked in a 
manner so as to know from which they came for future return and that they should 
be moved to a distance far enough that the enemy could not easily recover them. 
He also recommended that any flour in the mills should be removed as well, so as 
to prevent the British from securing it.130 

Potter and Lee must have undertaken this order in a timely fashion, and by 
November 3rd

, 1777, Lee was writing to Washington to inform him of events that 
had the day before taken place at Robinson's mill. Lee writes, 

I fell in with a foraging party; on the appearance of my dragoons the 
enemy ran without giving one fire. A Captain of the Queens rangers, 
a factor from Baltimore County & seven mariners and soldiers were 
made prisoners. 



The residents of the Robinson House would have been a close audience for this 
action. 
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After his commendable actions at Brandywine, Robinson was promoted to 
Lieutenant Colonel and transferred to the First Penns~lvania Regiment, with a 
retroactively assigned date of rank of June J1h, 1777.1 1 In November 1777, 
Robinson may also have assumed another duty in relation to the war. Writing to 
George Washington, Thomas's brother-in-law Richard Peters requested that 
Washington appoint "proper spirited Officers" to collect shoes, blankets, and other 
necessary items for the army. He recommended Major Robinson as "a proper 
Person to be employed in Chester County as he well knows the People there." 
There is no evidence of a response or documentation of whether Robinson was 
actually appointed to this position, though it may have been something he did during 
his recovery after Brandywine.132 

The documentary record is silent as to Thomas Robinson's activities in the winter 
1777-1778 and early spring of 1778, though considering the locations of his 
regiment, one would expect that he participated in the battle of Trenton and 
Princeton and wintered at Morristown and Valley Forge in 1777-1778. 133 

May 1778 found Thomas Robinson again unwell, perhaps due to the difficult 
conditions that winter and spring. Writing to his colleague James Moore, Robinson 
reported that his health has been very bad that he is "under a Corse of Medisons 
that [have] brought [him] so low" that his friend would not recognize him. 
Robinson's letter is marked New London, where an army hospital for the Eastern 
Department of the Army was located.134 Robinson apparently was attempting to 
conduct business while recovering from his illness, for he discusses a variety of 
administrative concerns, including procurin~ clothing for troops at Yorktown and 
settling ration accounts with the company.1 5 

. 

Robinson's health had improved only slightly by June 2nd
, when he wrote to General 

Wayne. Though his location is not identified, Robinson was presumably still in New 
London recuperating from his illness. He began his letter with apologies to Wayne 
for not writing earlier. Robinson's comments suggest his close allegiance to 
Wayne; with reverence, he wrote, 

My not writing to you before this time I confess is a great Neglect of my 
Duty, but you may Depend upon it that it is not for want of the least Respect and 
Regard fro that I always had, and I am in hope that you don't Look upon it as such, 
for if I thought you did it would make me Wretched. 

Robinson described his condition as follows: "My throat is very bad and I am taken 
Medison yet." He also states that he has been "so very bad that [he had not had] 
the Spirits to Write. But [his] disorder. .. is a little Better." He concluded the letter 
with the comment that he hopes he will be cured very soon so that he could once 
again be in the field performing the duty of his country. 136 
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What happened to Robinson in the months after this letter is not known. Men in his 
regiment were engaged in battle at Monmouth, but Robinson may not have been 
involved due to his poor health. By August 1778, the remaining men in the three 
Pennsylvania brigades were formed into two brigades, each consisting of four 
regiments. Thomas Robinson served as a Lieutenant Colonel of one of these 
regiments.137 

Again, there are gaps in Robinson's activities in the autumn of 1778, as there is little 
correspondence or other material dating to this time. During part of this time, he 
was encamped in White Plains, New York. In October, Thomas Robinson had just 
arrived in Fredericksburg, New York after departing from White Plains, where the 
conditions were poor and food was scarce. In a letter to Abraham, he characterized 
a recent British action, which resulted in the loss of thirty men, as the most "Cruel 
and Barberas ... as has been since the War began." He mentioned that he and the 
troops were set to move next to Fishkill, New York, but those plans had just been 
changed. Thomas concluded the letter with personal comments and queries about 
the family. First, he bemoaned the lack of correspondence from his brother and 
questions what he might have done to receive this treatment from him. He also 
included concern for his mother's health, which was had not been good at last 
communication. He closed with well wishes to his sister, Sarah Peters, and to his 
nephew, Thomas Robinson (4).138 

By early November 1778, Thomas Robinson was back in Philadelphia after a two
week journey from an encampment in an unidentified location. Writing to Colonel 
Wayne, Robinson explained that the journey was a difficult one, considering his 
poor health. He did remark that he was feeling better now that he had arrived and 
would be heading "for the Country," mentioning he would "call on Mrs. Wayne on his 
way to [his] brother's." The letter also contained discussion of the "army's 
complaints" about poor rations and clothing and h~ informed Wayne that the. 
Assembly has appointed a committee to correspond with the Commanding Officer 
of the Pennsylvania line and to supply them with the necessary items.139 

Thomas Robinson spent November and December at Naaman's Creek with his 
brother, where he lived according to the doctor's orders, but "to no purpose." At the 
end of December, he returned to Philadelphia, where he had no news to share for 
"nothing [is] going on."140 During his recuperation at Naaman's Creek, it is possible 
that Thomas lived at the Robinson House. Alternately, he may have lived in his 
brother's home, across the King's Road near the mills. There is no documentation 
from this time period that offers a conclusive answer. 

Thomas Robinson's activities in the decade between late 1778 and the late 1780s 
are again relatively unknown due to the absence of documentation. During this 
time, he was most likely engaged in a quieter existence than in previous years, 
conducting patrolling, raids, guard duty, and training.141 December 1779 brought 
the death of Thomas's mother Sarah, who was 67 when she died.142 This surely 



would have brought Thomas home from his military actions to attend to family 
business resulting from his mother's death. 
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By the following December (1780), Thomas Robinson was encamped near 
Morristown, New Jersey, where he and the regiment would face their darkest days 
in the history of their military involvement.143 The soldiers of Wayne's Pennsylvania 
line were experiencing growing frustration and anger due to poor rations, insufficient 
clothing, and months without pay.144 On the night of January 1st, 1781, the angry 
men rebelled against Wayne's authority and defected. Wayne, writing to General 
Washington, explains that though the officers had made "Every possible 
exertion ... to suppress it in its rise .... the torrent was too Potent to be stemmed."145 

In the violent events, one officer was killed, two seriously wounded, and several 
injured from bayonets, stones, and clubs. Though no documentation of Robinson's 
specific involvement has been located, he was surely witness to this affair and was 
among the officers attempting to fight back the mutinous soldiers. Robinson must 
have suffered physically and emotionally due to his close affiliation with and 
allegiance to Colonel Wayne. Following the mutiny, Robinson, along with the other 
officers, gathered with Wayne to rejoin the mutinying troops and parlay their 
concerns about pay and rations to the necessary individuals. 146 

It is not clear just who was living at the Robinson House while Thomas Robinson 
was wrapped up in the circumstances of the mutiny and then in the following year, 
when he was most likely involved at the Siege of Yorktown. The 1782 census of 
New Castle County records two women over the age of 18 in the household of 
Thomas Robinson. The identity of these women is not known. Sarah Robinson 
had died and Sally Peters was living in Philadelphia with her husband. They may 
have been hired domestic servants or tenants. Meanwhile, Abraham's household 
included himself, three boys under 18, six girls under 18, and 3 women over 18. Of 
the nine children under eighteen, eight were Abraham and Sarah's childrer:,. The 
remaining oirl and two women over eighteen may have been relatives or 
servants. 14

' 

In the summer of 1783, Thomas Robinson, along with the other members of his 
battalion, was furloughed and then discharged in November.148 The documentary 
record is silent as to Thomas Robinson's whereabouts or activities in the years after 
his discharge from the Continental Army. At this stage, one can only assume that 
he returned to private life at his home at Naaman's Creek. As a triumphant war 
hero, he likely rested on his laurels following his active military service, during which 
he was often plagued with illness. He was honored with an induction into the 
Society of the Cincinnati on October 31, 1785.149 During these years, he also may 
have played a role in Abraham's milling operations and business activities. 
Likewise, he would have focused his energies on his own property, where it seems 
that agricultural operations were expanding. 

In March 1787, Abraham Robinson died at the age of forty-seven, leaving his wife, 
Sarah, and nine children. The widowed Sarah and her brother-in-law Thomas (2) 
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were appointed as the estate executors and set about the process of administering 
Abraham's estate. Thomas Robinson (2) quickly became involved in the 
complicated and extensive settlement and must have been very busy during the 
months after his death. One of the first things Thomas and his sister-in-law did was 
to place an advertisement for the lease of the grist mills, which are "fitted for 
merchant and country work with 2 pair of the best Burrs;" the [linseed] oil mill; and a 
saw mill. Along with the mills was available a mansion house with large bake house 
and a cooper's shop.150 

Thomas Robinson (2) did not remain in private life for long after his return from 
serving in the Revolutionary War. In October 1788, he received an appointment as 
the fourth justice of the New Castle County Court of Common Pleas and Orphans 
Court.151 The next year, Robinson received his military pension when the Federal 
government issued him 450 acres of bounty land for his service as Lieutenant 
Colonel of the Pennsylvania Line. 152 Land warrants were a customary way for the 
government to pay soldiers for their service. The land was typically in the west, and 
as a result many individuals did not use the warrant themselves, but instead 
assigned it to someone else.153 Unfortunately, no additional paperwork exists 
regarding Thomas Robinson's iension, as the papers were destroyed in a fire at the 
war office in November 1800.1 

The mid-1790s were busy years in Thomas Robinson's life. In August 1794, he 
was again advertising the availability of his brother's mills at Naaman's Creek.155 

The following year, in March 1795, he advertised the rent or "let to the shares" of 
Naaman's Creek Plantation.156 This announcement seems to refer to the land 
around his own home. He may have sought to rent a portion of the property, so that 
he could focus on his new role as Major General of the New Castle County 
militia.157 On March 18, 1796, Thomas Robinson married Mary (Eyre) Coates at 
Christ Church in Philadelphia. Mary Coates was the thirty-five-year old widow of 
Isaac Coates.158 

During the 1790s, most likely coinciding with his appointment in the Delaware militia 
or with his marriage, Thomas Robinson (2) made the decision to expand the size of 
his home. A large and showy. expanded residence was fitting for a triumphant war 
hero, newly married Major General, and wealthy land owner. To fit his elevated 
position in society, Robinson commissioned a stone addition for the east end of his 
home. The stone addition doubled the size of the house and radically altered the 
relationships between the principal rooms, shifting focus away from the back-to
back parlors on the west end of the house and to a large and highly finished room at 
the rear (northwest) corner. It is not clear what function this large new room served. 
Clearly, with its size, high ceiling, large windows, and high level of finish, it was a 
principle space used for a public purpose. A later estate inventory suggests that it 
may have served as a dining room or parlor, either of which would have served for 
the polite activities of receiving and enter1taining distinguished guests.159 See 
Appendix D3. for floor plan. 
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The larger and expanded house served Thomas's prominent new role as Major 
General and also accommodated his growing family. In the first four years of their 
marriage, Mary Robinson gave birth to three children- Thomas (3) was born in 
March 1797. In April 1798, Mary Robinson gave birth to a daughter, Mary, who 
lived only eight months. A son, Manuel, was born in June 1799 and lived only nine 
days. Later, between 1801 and 1803, Mary Robinson gave birth to three more 
children- Sarah, born in 1801; Mary, born in 1802; and Manuel, born in 1803.160 

A 1797 tax assessment for Brandywine Hundred provides additional detail about the 
nature of the Robinsons' property, which consisted of 200 acres of land, 160 of 
which were improved as fields, orchards, and pastures. On the property stood two 
dwelling houses, 2 small log houses, a blacksmith shop, and two barns. Together 
these buildings were evaluated at $700. Robinson also owned $200 worth of 
livestock and 60 ounces of silver plate valued at $66.67. His total real and personal 
estate came to $1 , 100.67.161 

The year after the tax assessment was completed, road commissioners surveyed 
the Naaman's Creek Road to improve the existing, old road, which had been 
serving primarily the mill and landing.162 In December 1799, Naaman's Road was 
returned to the court and confirmed. The return describes the road entering 
Thomas (2) Robinson's property just north of a ford on the north branch of the 
Naaman's Creek and turning in front of Robinson's house at a distance of sixteen 
feet from the wall of his front yard. The road went on to cross the Philadelphia 
Road to a point between the two house occupied by the heirs of Abraham Robinson 
and continued beyond to its terminus at the Naaman's landing on the creek.163 See 
Appendix E for photos of the Abraham Robinson buildings. 

In 1800, at the time of the census, Thomas (2) Robinson's household included ten 
members. In addition to Thomas and Mary and their son, Thomas (3), the 
household included one male between the ages of 16 and 26 and two young 
women in the same age bracket. Also living in the household was a woman above 
the age of 45. It is not clear who these individuals were, but one was definitely 
Abraham's daughter Mary Robinson, who had joined her uncle's household in 
spring 1799.164 The others may have been some of her siblings, and the older 
woman may have been Mary Robinson's mother or sister. The remaining three 
people included in the census are identified as "other free peo~le," who may have 
been hired laborers or servants on the property or at the mill.1 5 These laborers 
most likely lived in an outbuilding on the property or in a second story room of the 
house. 

Through the early 1800s, Thomas (2) continued to oversee the mill property 
formerly owned by Abraham. He appeared before the Orphans Court several times 
to report on condition and request repairs. He was also involved with the 
guardianship of his nieces and nephews. In early January and again in early 
February 1803, Robinson advertised the availability for rent of the property, which 
included a large brick house, barns, stables, and outbuildings on twelve acres of 
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land; a linseed oil mill on 70 acres, which also included a dwelling and outbuildings; 
a forty-acre plantation "on the Great Road from Philadelphia to Wilmington," which 
included a brick house and out houses.166 

A second advertisement placed by Thomas Robinson (2) at the same time includes 
the rental of his own property, identified as the "Naaman's Creek Plantation" and 
described as follows, 

Containing about 400 acres, 80 of which are extraordinary meadow, 
and about 250 arable land, the whole in complete order for 
grazing ... There are on the premises two large Bearing Orchards of 
the best kind of fruit, two large Dwelling houses, a blacksmith shop, 
two Barns, a complete Granary, out stables, Hay houses, cider house 
with the works all in complete order, carriage houses, milk houses 
and Ice house filled with ice, with every convenience for a Farm and 
Dairy for at least 30 cows-It is very near to market being but twenty 
miles from Philadelphia and seven from Wilmington ... 
For terms apply to Thomas Robinson, At the Premises.167 

This advertisement, which was dated December 27th
, and appeared February 9th

, 

12th
, and 16th provides the most detailed, written description of Thomas (2) 

Robinson's property, but it raises questions about his intentions. Was he planning 
to move? If so, where? Was he considering a move across the road (Philadelphia 
Pike) to his deceased brother's property, which was also available and being 
advertised in the papers, to take on the Naaman's mills? The total property size of 
400 acres suggests that Thomas was including some of his Chester County land in 
the land deal. 

It has not been possible to determine what Thomas Robinson was planning when 
he placed this advertisement. It appears that he did maintain ownership of the 
Naaman's Creek Plantation, as it is recorded under his ownership in tax 
assessments for the following year and he and his family did appear in the vicinity in 
the census records. 

An 1804 tax assessment records Thomas (2) Robinson as the owner of 200 acres 
with 2 dwelling houses, 2 log tenements, 2 frame barns, and a black smith shop. 
Together the real estate totaled $1800. His livestock included 2 horses, 2 cows, and 
8 pigs weighing 300 pounds. Together the livestock totaled $62, which represented 
a significant decrease since the last tax assessment. This may indicate that 
Robinson had changed his agricultural practices. The tax assessment also records 
two slaves-an 18-year-old female valued at $50 and a 34-year-old male valued at 
$60. These individuals were most likely engaged in agricultural and domestic tasks 
on the property. Thomas Robinson maintained his sixty ounces of plate valued at 
$66.67.168 

There is no information recording Thomas (2) Robinson's activities between 1804 
and 1808. In the fall of 1808, Robinson's health was failing, and his son, away at 
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boarding school, was concerned about the well-being of his father. The headmaster 
at the Doylestown school wrote on the younger Robinson's behalf inquiring about 
the elder Robinson's health. Evidently, Thomas Robinson (3) had written the week 
before inquiring about his father's health and had not heard any response. The 
headmaster reports that his student was doing well, but often dwelled and his 
father's poor health. 169 There is no additional correspondence on this matter, but 
presumably the elder Robinson's health improved for he would live another eleven 
years. 

Between 1808 and 1811, Thomas Robinson (2) was embroiled in a Chancery Court 
case involving the estate of his deceased brother Abraham. The case centered on 
financial disagreements between Thomas and his nieces (Abraham's heirs) and 
their husbands. Though a detailed study of this case has not been conducted, it 
appears that the heirs questioned Thomas (2) Robinson's accounting of their 
father's finances.170 

In 1810, census enumerators again visited Thomas Robinson (2) to record the 
members of his household, which included Robinson and his children Thomas (3), 
Sarah, Mary, and Manuel. His wife Mary is not enumerated in the census, though 
was still alive at this time. Her absence from the census may represent an error in 
reporting. In addition to the members of the immediate family, the census also 
records two individuals in the "other free" category and also indicates eight slaves 
on the property. This number of enslaved individuals is remarkable, since 
Robinson's eight slaves represented just under half of Brandywine Hundred's entire 
slave population of twenty. 171 The fact that the Robinsons increased their slaves 
eight-fold within a ten year period suggests that they were expanding their farming 
operations, or perhaps relying on enslaved labor for other activities on their property 
or at the Naaman's mill. Without additional documentation of these individuals, it is 
difficult to determine in what activities they were engaged at the property. Future 
research may reveal more information about the nature of the Naaman's Creek 
plantation's products and industries. 

By 1816, Thomas (2) Robinson's land holdings in New Castle County had been 
reduced by seventy acres. The assessment for that year record's Robinson as the 
owner of "two farms, good buildings, a tenement included" on 130 acres. The 
reference to a tenement suggests tenant farming of the land .. Robinson's real 
estate was valued at $1,170. Robinson's livestock was $142. His total amount of 
silver plate had reduced to 40 ounces, valued at $44. For 1816, Robinson total 
evaluation was $1 ,506.172 

In December 1819, sixty-nine-year-old Thomas Robinson died at Naaman's Creek. 
In his will, written just weeks before his death, Robinson devised that his real estate 
be equally divided between his four children, Thomas (3), Sarah, Mary, and Manuel. 
In particular, he directs that Thomas (3) is to have his "Homestead farm or 
plantation" and that if the value of that property exceeds that of the shares of the 
other children, Thomas would need to pay his siblings the remaining sum. Finally, 



Robinson appoints his son and his nephew, Richard Peters, Jr., as the 
administrators of his estate. Strangely, nowhere in this will does Thomas mention 
his wife Mary.173 
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Robinson's executors undertook the task of administering the estate and settling the 
accounts. In June, Thomas Robinson (3) hired two appraisers to complete the 
probate inventory of his father's moveable estate. (See Appendix F for inventory). 
This inventory provides detailed information on the contents of the Robinson House 
at the time of Thomas's death. His home was well furnished and appointed with 
decorative items. Though not recorded room-by-room, the general order of the 
inventory helps to reconstruct room use in the Robinson House. Robinson's 
bedroom included his bed, a bureau, dressing glass, one easy chair and two other 
chairs, and a clothes press. A secretary and bookcase with a library valued at $50 
also occupied this room or another one nearby. 

The dining room contained a table with eight chairs and side board with knife cases 
set atop it. The floor was carpeted and the room featured other accessories such 
as a looking glass, a clock, a gin case, linens, silver plate, glass ware, and dining 
implements, such as knives and forks and tableware. An adjoining room, with its 
piano and stool, four tables, and twelve chairs, was clearly furnished for entertaining 
and gatherings of people. A carpeted parlor with curtains at the windows featured a 
sofa, eight chairs, and a table. A map, a telescope, and a spy glass in this room 
suggest Robinson's study of the world around him. 

The inventory also records the items in outbuildings, which provides insight into the 
function of other buildings situated on the property. A carriage shed housed the 
"family carriage" valued at $250 and a gig and harness at $125. A barn provided 
storage for a variety of agricultural tools and stores of wheat, corn, oats, and rye. 
Robinson's hl;lrd of livestock, including horses, oxen, cows, and hogs, also occupied 
a portion of the barn or another outbuilding. Located in a root cellar or other form 
of cold storage were ten bushels of turnips, three "lots" of potatoes, and a supply of 
pork. 

At the completion of the inventory, Thomas Robinson's moveable estate was found 
to total $1,977.48. Though the particular items are not identified, the inventory 
notes that Mary Robinson purchased several items from her husband's estate. The 
remaining items were most likely divided among his children, as no sale records 
exist.174 See Appendix F3 for this probate inventory. 

The settlement of the deceased Thomas (2) Robinson's estate took five years and 
was not finalized and entered into record until 1825. Though the accounts are not 
very detailed, they do provide some insight into life at the Robinson House in the 
years after the elder Robinson's death. These accounts note receipt of cash for the 
"rent of farms and produce sold." They also record payment of wages to servants, 
as well as money necessary for repairs, taxes, and "family and other incidentals 
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expenses," which were most likely paid out by Mary Robinson or Thomas Robinson 
(3) as they managed the household and farm.175 

Thomas Robinson (3), 1797-1854 

The 1820 census records Mary Robinson as the head of the Robinson household. 
At the time, the home also included her twenty-three-year-old son Thomas (3), who 
had inherited the property and most likely was taking on many of the responsibilities 
his father had once had. The Robinson household also included two girls between 
the ages of ten and sixteen. Since daughters Sarah and Mary Robinson would 
have been in their late teenage years at this point, these younger girls were most 
likely domestic help living in the household or in an outbuilding. The other people 
listed in the census are seven "free colored" individuals-two males under 14, one 
male between 14 and 26, two females under fourteen, and two females between the 
ages of 14 and 26.176 It is impossible to determine if any of these individuals were 
those counted among the slaves in the 1810 census, though it is likely that some 
indeed were and had been manumitted in the intervening years. These "free 
colored" people were most likely engaged as agricultural or domestic labor. 

As part of the settlement of the estate, the real estate of the deceased Thomas (2) 
Robinson needed to be appraised to determine if it was being equally divided 
among the heirs, as stipulated by their father's will. For some reason, this appraisal 
did not occur until August 1830, when a group of local men were sent out to inspect 
and appraise the property. At this time, Thomas Robinson (3) was living on the 
"Homestead Farm" in the Robinson House. The Upper Farm, which lay partly in 
New Castle County and mostly in Chester County, Pennsylvania, was being rented 
to a man named Samuel Goodly. The appraisers determined that the Homestead 
Farm totaled $4,720, while the "Upper. Farm" totaled $4,040. Because Manuel 
Robinson had died sometime between 1819 and 1830, the division was made 
between Thomas Robinson (3), Mary Robinson, and Sarah (Robinson) and her 
husband James Thomson. Thomas took the Homestead Farm he inherited from his 
father, while the Thomsons took the Upper Farm, and Mary received a one-third 
portion of the real estate's combined value ($2,929.00).177 See Map C4 in Appendix 
C. 

Sometime between 1820 and 1830, it seems that Thomas (2) Robinson's widow, 
Mary, left Naaman's Creek. She does not appear in her son's household in 1830, 
and when she died on December 18u1, 18:~3. the 72-year-old widow was living "at 
her residence in Philadelphia. "178 

Thomas Robinson (3) married Ellen Maria Brackett in July 1825 and lived in the 
Robinson House with his family at Naaman's Creek until sometime in the second 
quarter of the nineteenth century when they left New Castle County, presumably to 
move to Philadelphia. After his wife died in 1845, he married Caroline Brackett 
(most likely Ellen's sister). In 1851, when Thomas and Caroline Robinson sold the 
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property to Abner Vernon, they were living in Philadelphia. Robinson's profession 
or activities in Philadelphia have not been researched. He died in March 1854. 179 

Conclusion 

Architecturally and historically, the Robinson House is a rare and unique part of 
Delaware's history. Though much of the landscape associated with the eighteenth
and nineteenth-century history of the area is lost, the Robinson House stands today 
to tell a compelling story of the Robinson family, of their prominence as land owners 
in the Naaman's Creek area and beyond, and of their significant role in local and 
national history. The continuous association of one family for more than a century 
provides a unique opportunity to focus on the personalities, activities, and 
relationships of multiple generations of the Robinson family who lived in the house. 
In particular, the Robinson House exists as a record of the success of the three 
generations of Thomas Robinsons who occupied the house from 17 45-1851. 

The research undertaken for this report produced a substantial body of 
genealogical, social, and historical information for the Robinson family and their 
home. Together, this data provides the Naaman's Heritage Association with an 
enhanced understanding of the social, cultural, and architectural history of the 
property and will guide them in their management, interpretation, and stewardship 
of the Robinson House. Future research efforts will expand knowledge and 
understanding of the pre-1745 and post-1851 histories of the site. Furthermore, 
expanded contextual and tangential research will also help to further investigate 
pcirticular aspects of the Robinson family history addressed in this report. A full 
study of Abraham Robinson and his family and their activities at the mill will also 
serve to further enhance knowledge of the Robinson family at Naaman's Creek. 
Ultimately, when coupled with the existing documentation, exp_anded research 
efforts will enable the Naaman's Heritage Association to create a continuum from 
the earliest European settlement through the present that tells the story of the 
Robinson House and its residents. 
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Appendix A. Chain of Title for the Robinson House 



Robinson House Chain of Title 

Owner Date Acreage Cost Reference Comments 
(unless otherwise noted, all are 
NCCodeeds) 

Charles Jansen, Olle 28 March 1676 1,000 unknown Referenced in Chester Co Tract called Marities Hook. 
Rawson, Olle Nielson, DR G-1-524. See also From Naamans Creek to 
Hans Hopman, John Duke of York Record, Marrietes Creek (next 
Hendrickson, and Hans 1646-1679 (Wilmington upstream tributary). 
Olleson. 1903): 99-100, and 

William Wharton's Land 
Survey Register, 62-63. 

Heirs of Olle Rawson 2 April 1728 107 acres £233 Chester Co. DR G-1-524 At about the same time, 
to Moore also purchased the 7-
Thomas Moore acre mill parcel from Jasper 

Yeates. This property was 
located on the north bank of 
the Naaman's Creek to the 
east of the Kin!l' s Road. 

Thomas Moore (1) December 1736/7 Exact amount unknown Moore died intestate 
to not identified, leaving property to his six 
his wife Mary Moore and but at least 131 children; Referenced in 
children and his acres based on Q-1-324 
administrator Joseph later 
Cloud transactions 
Joseph Cloud to 13 January 1745/6 104 acres unknown Conditions stated by The 104 acres purchased at 
Thomas Robinson, John (in two tracts), Joseph Cloud from the public vendue along with 
Rowen, and Peter commonly sale of Thomas Moore's 1). 19 acres 
Rowland, all merchants called the Mill land, 2). ¾ part of 3 acres on 
of Philadelphia Land. in the Naaman's Papers, east side of Kings Road, 

Excepting RG 9200.N03.000, which includes the house of 
Thomas Delaware Public Archives Richard Moore 
Moore's 3). ¾ part of the "water corn 
mansion house or grist mill with all the 
and a piece of buildings and 
land lying appurtenances thereunto 
between the belonging" 
Great Road and 
the Mill race Rowen and Rowland later 
(i.e., to the west sold their shares to 
of the road) Robinson (referenced in Q-

1-324). 

Mary Moore 2 May 1749 House and lot, £10 Release of Dower, original This is the house parcel 
to measuring 20 ½ in DOHCA RH Collection excluded from the original 
Thomas Robinson perch transaction. 
Thomas Moore (2) 2 May 1749 House and lot, £55 Q-1-445 This is the house parcel 
to measuring 20 ½ excluded from the original 
Thomas Robinson perch transaction. Thomas Moore 

(2) had purchased all rights 
to the house form his 
siblings. It seems that he 
and his mother lived in the 
house until this time. 

Thomas Robinson (1) 1772 113 acres; N n/a OC D-1-447 In 1766 Robinson (1) died 
to side of without a will. In 1772, his 
Thomas Robinson (2) Naaman's Ck property was divided by 

and W of road action of the Orphans Court. 



Robinson House Chain of Title 

Thomas Robinson (2) 24 November 1819 Not identified n/a Will Indicates that Thomas 

to Robinson (3) is to have "his 

Sarah Peters Robinson, homestead farm or 
Mary Eyre Robinson, plantation." If its value is 

Manual Eyre Robinson, higher than the shares of his 

and Thomas Robinson siblings, then he is to pay 

(3) them the balance, so that all 
shares are equal. 

Between 1819-1830, 
Manuel Eyre Robinson died, 
without heirs. 

Thomas and Ellen 19 August 1830 202 ¼ a., $1 ,120 M-4-39 Land situated partly in DE 

Robinson and Mary E. and partly in PA. Thomson 

Robinson pay $1,120 to Mary 

to Robinson for her share. 

James and Sarah 
(Robinson) Thomson 
James and Sarah P. 19 August 1830 n/a $1,800 L-4-277 Homestead Farm valued at 

(Robinson) Thomson $4,720 and Upper Farm 

and Mary E. Robinson valued at $4,040. Thomas 

to owes $1 ,800 to his sisters. 

Thomas Robinson (3) This deed documents that 
' transaction. 

James W. and Sarah 4 May 1831 2 ¼ a., 20 p. $52.50 M-4-477 Lot or piece of land situated 

(Robinson) Thomson partly in DE and partly in 

to PA. 
Thomas Robinson (3) 
Thomas (3) and 2 March 1851 "the contents be $5,600 F-6-395 Robinsons are living in 

Caroline Robinson what they may" Philadelphia at the time of 

to this sale. Property is 

Abner Vernon situated partly in DE and 
partly in PA. Excepts a part 
conveyed to the rail road 
company. 

Abner and Esther 18 March 1852 19a., 122p. $3,000 1-6-357 Both parties are from 

Vernon Brandywine Hundred. 

to 
John Gray 

John and Margaretta I. 17 January 1853 19a., 122p. $5,000 L-6-415 Gray identified as a farmer. 

Gray 
to Morse is a "gentleman" of 

James W. Morse Jersey City, NJ 

James W. Morse to 8 June 1855 19 a., 122 p. $6,000 U-6-78 Morse is a "gentleman" of 

Anna Estelle Hoskins, (excepting 152 Brandywine Hundred 

wife of Francis Hoskins perches) Francis Hoskins is a 
merchant of Philadelphia. 
Morse sold the excepted 
strip of land (152 perches) to 
·Rev. Lewis Lockwood on 20 
April 1860 (1-7-195) 



Robinson House Chain of Title 

Francis and Anna 1 September 1860 17 a., 147 p. L-7-214 Ford is identified as 
Estelle Hoskins "eatinghouse keeper" of 

to Philadelphia. Ford 
David Franklin Ford purchased the previously 

excepted 52-perch strip of 
land from Lockwood in April 
1863 (R-7-359) 

Charles W. and Edna A. By 1907 ? Deed not located; Cited in Due to a break in the chain 

Robinson Edward Heite report of title, it is not clear from 
(1971) whom the Robinsons 

purchased the property, 
though they were in 
possession of it by 1907. 

Worth Steel April 1917 appx. 14 acres Deed not located. Though Worth Steel 
Memorandum from Worth purchased the property, 
Steel on file at the Mrs. Robinson operated the 
Robinson House. Naaman's Tea House until 

1935. 

Claymont Steel 26 June 1952 8 tracts $1.00 D-52-469 Claymont Steel was formerly 

to Worth Steel Co. 
Colorado Fuel and Iron 
Corp. 
Colorado Fuel and Iron 30 September 1960 6 parcels $1.00 V-66-31 Howard Coleman is 

Corp. {Robinson operating teahouse as a 

to House is tenant during this time 

Phoenix Steel located on period (Cited in Ford, 
Parcel 6) Martha, "The Robinson 

Manson and Blockhouse: 
History and Mystery 
(December 1974). 

Phoenix Steel 15 October 1963 11.255 a. $1.00 Z-71-169 
Corporation to Howard 
and Gertrude Coleman 
Howard and Gertrude 30 December 1965 11 .255 a. $145,000 K-76-245 Gilbert is a divorced man 

Coleman from Philadelphia 

to 
Alfred Gilbert 
Alfred Gilbert 2 June 1967 1.221 a. $55,000.00 Z-78-459 
to 
State of Delaware 



Appendix B. Robinson Family Trees/Genealogical Information 

81. Descendants of Thomas Robinson (1) 
82. Descendants of Thomas Robinson (2) 
83. Descendants of Abraham Robinson 
84. Genealogical Information about the Robinson 

Family (compiled by Daniel Graham) 



Thomas I I Mary 
Robinson ( 4) Robinson 

1768- 1 I 1770-

Margaret 
Robinson 

1772-

Jane 
Robinson 
1739-1740 

Abraham 
Robinson 
1740-1787 

Joseph Penrose 
Robinson 

1774-

Sarah 
Robinson 

1776-

Jane 
Robinson 

1777 • 

Descendants of Thomas Robinson (1) 

AnlhonyWayne 
Robinson 

1780-

Thomas I I Sarah(Slwp) I 
Robinson (1 )1 M21on , 

1714-1766 ' · 

Jane 
Robinson 

1746-

Penrose 
Robinson 

1782-

Juliana 
Robinson 

1784-

Thomas I I Mary Eyre 
Robinson (3) Robinson 
1191.1854 I 1798-1799 

Manuel Eyre 
Robinson 

1799 - 1799 

' 

Thomas I I' Mary Eyre 
Robinson (2)1 Coates 

1750-1821 

Sarah Peters 
Robinson 

1801- 1868 

James 
Thompson 

Sarah 
Robinson 
1753-1804 

Mary Eyre 
Robinson 

1802-

Richard 
Petm 

Nalbro 
Frazier 

Manuel Eyre 
Robinson 

1803-1828 



Descendants of Thomas Robinson (2) 

Thomas Mary Eyre 
Robinson = Coates 

1750-1821 

I 
I I I I I I 

Thomas I Mary Eyre Manuel Eyre Sarah Peters James Mary Eyre Nalbro Manuel Eyre 
Robinson (3) Robinson Robinson Robinson - Thompson Robinson = Frazier Robinson -

1197-1854 I 1798-1799 1799- 1799 1801 - 1868 1802 - 1803 - 1828 



Descendants of Abraham Robinson 

Abraham Sarah 
Robinson - Penrose -

1740-1787 

I 
I I I I I I 

Thomas I Mary Margaret Joseph Penrose Sarah Jane Anthony Wayne 

Robinson (4) Robinson Robinson Robinson Robinson Robinson Robinson 

1768-1847~ 1770 - 1772 - 1774 - 1776 - 1777 - 1780 -

I 
Penrose 

. 
' 

Robinson 
1782 -

I 
Juliana 

Robinson 
1784 -



From Daniel Graham, "The Robinson Family: The Abraham Robinson Family of Dublin, 
Ireland, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and Naaman 's Creek, Delaware, A Biographical and 
Genealogical Sketch (Ellicott City, MD: By the author, 1989, reprint 1999): Appendix. 

TIIE ABRAHAM ROBINSON (clfZl-1750) FAMJLY OF DUBLIN, IREI..AND, 
Pl-illADELPIIlA, PENNSYLVANIA, AND NAAMAN'S CREEK, DELb,.WARE 

--·- -

ABRAHAM ROBINSON, Quaker merchant of Dublin, Ireland was the son of Joseph and 
Elinor Robinson, and was born cl687/88. Married on 6mo 30, 1709 (30 Aug · 
1709), Jane Green, daughter of Thomas and Alice Green. Did not immigrate. 
Died in 1750 in Dublin, buried 8mo 1, 1750 (01 Oct 1150), issue. 

1. JOSEPH ROBINSON, was born 4mo 23, 1710 at Maghiratin, Dublin. Marriage or 
death date unknown. 

2. MARY ROBINSON, born 12mo 11, 1712, died young, no issue. 

3. 1HOMAS ROBINSON, born 2mo 28, 1714 (28 April 1714) at Dublin, Ireland. 
Immigrated 1738, Philadelphia merchant, married Sarah (Sharp) Mason 1739 in 
Salem, New Jersey. Issue. 

3A. JANE ROBINSON, born 28 June 1739, died 27 Apr 1740. 

3B. ABRAHAM ROBINSON, born 28 June 1740, married 16 Oct 1767 Sarah Penrose, 
died 04 Mar 1787. Lived at Naaman's Creek, Del. Sarah died 21 Mar 1781. 

3Bl. THOMAS ROBINSON, born 29 July 1768, died 17 May 1847 and married . 
Catherine Graham (1773-1836) by whom he had two children. 
3B2. MARY ROBINSON, born 18 NoY 1770, died 1838, married James Mcivaine. 
3B3, MARGARET ROBINSON, born 01 Sept 1772, died 1833, marriage and issue 
unknown. 
3B4. JOSEPH PE1'i"'ROSE ROBINSON, born 26 Oct 1774, died 1804, marriage and 
issue unknown. 
3B5. SARAH ROBINSON, born 06 March 1776, died 11 June 1846. Married 14 
Feb 1799, Thomas Perkins Jr., issue. 
3B_6. J.A1'<'E ROBINSON, born 24 Nov 1777, died in 1855 or 56 and married 
Captain William Graham, issue unkno'wn. 
3B7. ANTHOI\'Y WAYNE ROBINSON, born 17 Sept 1780, died 30 Mar 1840 and 
married Sarah Adams by whom he had issue. 
3B8. PE:r--..'ROSE ROBINSON, born 15 !'-ov 1782, died in 1846 and married Janet 
Bayly by whom he had four children. 
3B9. JULIANA ROBINSON, born 05 Oct 1784, died 16 Jan 1867, married 02 Oct 
1806 David Hoopes by whom she had seven children. 

3C. MARGARET ROBI. !SON, ,_,.·as born 27 Oct 1744, married in 1764 Sharp Delany, 
died 1813, issue. 

3Cl. ANN DELANY, born in 1776, died unmarried, 06 Sept 1832. 
3C2. MARY DELANY, born 1785, died unmarried, 20 Jan 1846. 
3C3. SARAH DELAl\oTY, born April 1767, married 18 October 1788 James Moore, 
issue. 

3D. JA [E born 12 June 1746, marriage ·,.-.,d tssue unknown. 
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3E. THQ}.'1AS ROBINSON. JR., born 30 Mar 1750 died in 1821, fought in the 
Revolution, married on 18 May 1796, Mary Eyre Coates, issue. 

3El. TIIOMAS ROBINSON, born 12 Mar 1797 and died 02 Mar 1854. He married 
tv.ice. First to Ellen Maria Brackett, who clied 27 June 1845, second, 
Caroline Brackett in 184~ - Issue by both wjves. 
3E2. MARY EYRE ROBINSON, born 30 Apr 1798, died 7 Dec 1799. 
3E3. MANUEL EYRE ROBINSON, born 28 June 1799, lived nine days. 
3E4. SARAH PETERS ROBINSON, born 02 Feb 1801, died 1868. Married Dr. 
James Thompson, issue unknown. 
3E5. MARY EYRE ROBINSON, born 22 Jul 1802 married 01 Feb 1831, Nalbro 
Frazier, issue. 
3E6. MAl'.1..JEL EYRE ROBINSON, born 04 Oct 1803, died 08 Dec 1828. 

3F. SARAH ROBINSON, born 08 August 1753, married Judge Richard Peters on 22 
Aug 1776, buried 03 Dec 1804, issue. 

3Fl. RALPH PETERS, born 28 Nov 1777, married Catherine Conyngham, 02 Oct 
1806, died 11 Nov 1842, they had numerous children. 
3F2 .. RICHARD PETERS, born 04 August 1779, married Abigail Willing, 01 Mar 
1804 and died 02 May 1848. They bad issue. 
3F3. MARIA WILHELMINA PETERS, born 26 Aug 1781, married William Shippen 
Willing, 06 Jan 1802. Issue unknov..n. 
3F4. THOMAS PETERS, born Nov 1782, died 22 Sept 1784. 
3F5. SARAH ROBINSON PETERS, born 05 Nov 1785; died 24 Sept 1850. Sarah 
did not marry. 
3F6. THOMAS ROBINSON PETERS, born 04 Aug 1787, issue/marriage unkno,m. 

4. MARY ROBINSON, born 15 Aug 1716, married 13 May 1739 at Dublin John Erwin, 
Philadelphia Merchant. Both John and Mary Erwin died in 1756, issue. 

4A. JANE ER\VIN was born c1740, married 1761 John Heaton, issue. 

4B. JAMES ERWIN was born cl741/2, died 7mo 7, 1770, no marriage/issue. 

4C. SARAH ERWIN was born c1744/45, married on 5rrio 11, 1775 Benjamin Jones, 
hatter. Sarah died 18 May 1819 and Benjamin died 15 Apr 184D, issue. 

4D. JOHN. ERWIN was born cl752/53, died 8mo 11, 1769, no marriage no issue. 

4£ .. .<\LICE ER\VIN was born c1754/55, married 05 Dec 1775, Francis Johnston of 
Chester County, issue. 

5. GEORGE ROBINSON was born llmo 27, 1718 at Dublin, died 1719, buried 
7mo. 1719. 

6. ELINOR ROBINSON was born Imo 12, 1720 at Dublin, died Umo 22, 1725. 

7. ABRAHAM ROBINSON was born 1721 at Dublin, died 5mo 15, 1725. 

8. ABRAHAM ROBINSON was born 1 T25 at Dublin, buried 4mo 4, 1726. 

9. ELINOR ROBINSON was born llmo 26, 1726 at Dublin, died 12mo 11, 1726. 



Appendix C. Maps 

C1. Detail, property boundaries near Naaman's Creek, 
circa 1678-17 40 

C2. Detail showing Naaman's Mill, 1744 
C3. Nicholas Scull Map, 1770 
C4. Sketch map of Robinson Properties, c. 1772 
CS. Rea and Price Atlas, 1849 
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Map C1. Land Titles in the region around Naaman's Creek. Notice land of 
Thomas Moore (107 acres) and Naaman's Mill. Location of Robinson House 
marked with an X. From Benjamin H. Smith, Atlas of Delaware County Land Titles 
(1880), map photocopied in the Robinson House Collection, DOHCA. 



Map C2. Detail of Survey, 1744, showing the Naaman's Mill. Location of 
Robinson House added with X. From New Castle County Surveyor General's 

Returns M-P #95, RG#2555.008, DPA. 



Map C3. Nicholas Scull Map, 1770. "Robeson's" property identified. 
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Map C4. Sketch map of Robinson Properties, circa 1 n2. This map compiles 

property descriptions from the 1772 division of Thomas (1) Robinson's land 

and from the 1799 Road Papers for Naaman's Road. From Edward Heite, 

"Report on the Excavations at Naamans," Drawing 12 (1971 ). See original source for 

more details on the sources for this drawing. 



Map CS. Rea and Price Atlas of New Castle County. Notice properties of T. 
Robinson and Dr. J. Thomson. Both of these properties had been owned by 
Thomas Robinsons (1 and 2), and passed to Robinson (3) and Thomson at 
the death of Robinson (2) in 1819. 



Appendix D. Robinson House Plan Drawings 
Prepared by Jeffrey E. Klee, July 2003 

D1. Period I 
D2. Period II 
D3. Period Ill 
D4. Preliminary Architectural Review 
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Preliminary Architectural Review of the Robinson House 

Jeff Klee, E-mail Correspondence to Ray Hester and Nedda Moqtaderi, 24 July 2003 

Ray, 
I enclose the Robinson House plans. There remain some questions, but they won't be answered 

without doing some demolition, and maybe not even then. Many of the door and window locations 

are conjectural. In PIii, the most questionable portions are noted with a?. That said, the broad 

outlines of the evolution are reasonably clear: 

Period 1, before 1740: 
A two-story, one room, plank-framed house, probably with exposed ceiling joists on the first and 

second floors, and a large cooking hearth along the east wall, with a winder stair behind. This is the 

ONLY plank-framed house that I or Bernie Herman know of in the Delaware Valley. As such, it is an 

extraordinary survival and I'd love to know more about it. The idiosyncrasy of the structural system, 

the exposure of major framing members, and the wide relieving arch in the cellar, suggest the early 

date. 

Period 2, mid-18th century, probably before 1770: 
The one-room house is enlarged to a three-room, L-plan layout. It is extended a full two stories to 

the west, with a shed in the rear, to allow two formal rooms west of the hall on the first floor. These 

are heated by back-to-back corner fireplaces, each probably ornamented with raised paneling. The 

new rear room is the largest, and probably the best finished and most brightly lit. It may look out 

over a formal garden. All evidence of the communication between these rooms and the original hall 

has been lost, but a likely solution would have been to replace the Pl gable window with a door, and 

insert a door into the c. 3'6" offset created by the larger rear room (as I've shown it). A new best 

chamber on the second floor MAY have been served by the large, unheated space over the rear 

shed as a servant's room. The front elevation was likely re-arranged, in this renovation, to be 

symmetrical, with a central door flanked by two windows. All of these changes point to a heightened 

(not necessarily new) interest in the material expression of refinement--the increasing partitioning of 

work from leisure spaces, the desire for symmetry in elevation, but not in plan, and the likely upgrade 

of interior finishes (raised paneling). 

Period 3: c. 1790-1796 
The stone addition doubled the size of the house and radically altered the relationships between 

principal rooms. It is no longer possible to make anything more than educated guesses about room 

uses based on the plan. Certainly, the new large room to the rear was a principal space, but was it a 

parlor? A receiving room? A large chamber? An office? Its size, high ceiling, and high level of finish 

(chair-rail, splayed windows, fireplace surround) indicate a public function for this space, but whether 

it was domestic-public or commercial/governmental-public is not at all clear. Might it have been built 

as a reception room for distinguished guests? At this time, the two surviving dependencies were also 

may have been built, and they are sited with respect to this new, large room. In other words, they 

are clearly set up to serve it. There is some suggestion of an earlier foundation on this side of the 

house, and in the 20th century, these were linked to the main house. It is quite possible that they 

were linked via a covered walkway when they were first built, as well. The role of the two smaller 

rooms that were added laterally, in front of this large room, is not clear. The level of finish here, and 

the scale, is less refined than the rear parlor. It would help to see the original fireplace openings. I 

am inclined to read them as servants', or slaves' spaces, but hesitate to commit to that hypothesis 

without looking more closely. Additionally, access to these spaces from the exterior is not clear. 

Where was the original door? It would help to see behind the large front pilaster on the outside, or 

behind the wall in the bathroom. In any case, these rooms are on the low end of the spatial 

hierarchy of the PIii house, like the two outbuildings. Some questions, for PIii: where is the stair? Is 

there a second stair in the stone addition? What is the spatial relationship between Pl and PIii? 

Where are points of access from outside to the two new rooms? Where is the principal chamber 

(possibly over the Pl hall, but this isn't clear)? These, and other questions, are unlikely to be 

answerable without some invasive investigation into the built fabric. 



Appendix E. Photographs 

E1. Homes of Abraham Robinson (now demolished) 
E2. Naaman's Mills (now demolished) 



Photo E1. First and second homes of Abraham Robinson, located on east side of 

Philadelphia Pike, across from the Robinson House. Now demolished. Top house identified as 

the "Miller's House." From scrapbook "Robinson Family of Naamans-on-Delaware," Historical 

Society of Pennsylvania. 
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Photo E2. Naaman's grist mill (top) and grain storage building (bottom). Photo taken 
circa 1914. Now demolished. From scrapbook "Robinson Family of Naamans-on-Delaware," 

Historical Society of Pennsylvania. · 



Appendix F .. Selected Primary Documents 

F1. Inventory of Thomas Moore, 1736 
F2. Inventory of Thomas Robinson (1), 1766 
F3. Inventory of Thomas Robinson (2)," 1820 
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Appendix G. Timeline for Robinson House 



Summary Chronology for Robinson House Property 

Before July 1675 
Property called Marites (Marcus) Hook surveyed for Charles Janson, Olle Rawson, Olle 

Nielson, Hans Hopman, John Hendrickson, and Hans Oleson. The property is bounded 

by the Delaware River on the west, Naaman's Creek on the south, and Marites Creek on 

the north (Myers 1955: 62-63). In March 1676, Edmund Andros, Deputy Governor of 

New York, grants the 1,000-acre tract to the group of six men. 

July 1695 
Wolle (aka Olle or Wooley) Rawson grants 7 acres with a mill, house, and mill race, 
situated to the east of the Old Kings Road, to Jasper Yeates. 

Before May 1720 
Jasper Yeates dies, leaving the mills at N aaman' s with "my share of lands, dwelling 
houses, and premises" to his daughter, Mary. Sometime after 1720, Mary (Yeates) 

Carpenter sells Naaman's mill property to Thomas Moore. The size of the parcel is not 

identified, but it is assumed to be the 7-acres with mill and other buildings. 

April 1728 . 
Thomas Moore purchases 107 acres "upon Naaman's Creek" from the heirs of Olle 
Rawson. This purchase includes the site of the Robinson House. It has not been 

determined if the house was built before Moore's purchase of the property. However, if 

it had not, Moore built a one-room, frame house with plank wall sometime after 
purchasing the land. 

J June 1738 
By this time, Thomas Robinson (1) has arrived in Philadelphia and is busy as a shipping 

agent and merchant. 

December 1736/7 · 
Thomas Moore dies. Moore's widow, Mary, continues to live in the house. 

January 1745/6 
Thomas Robinson, a Philadelphia merchant, purchases a grist mill and parcels of land 

from Joseph Cloud, Thomas Moore's administrator. Parcels are-19 acres on Naaman's 
Creek; 3 acres to the east of the Old King's Road; and 104 acres, reserving Thomas 

Moore's mansion. 

May 1749 
Thomas Moore (2) quit claims the house and 20 ½ perches of land to Thomas Robinson. 

Mary Moore releases her right of dower for the same property to Robinson. 

1760 
Thomas Robinson leaves Naaman's Creek and resettles in Philadelphia, where he 

operates a brewery located near Hamilton's wharf. It is not possible to determine who 

Note: This timeline is abstracted from report, "History of the Robinson House," by Nedda Moqtaderi 

(September 2003). As such all citations appear in full there. 



lived in the Robinson House once Robinson returned to Philadelphia, though it may have 

been rented to a miller or mill overseer. 

August 1766 
Thomas Robinson dies in Philadelphia. At his death, Robinson owned 220 acres on the 

north side of Naaman's Creek (which includes the Robinson House), the Naaman's mills, 

and a 128-acre plantation on the south side of Naaman's Creek. He also owned extensive 

land holdings in southern New Castle County, Chester County, and Philadelphia. 

1766-1772 
Sarah Robinson, Thomas' s widow, and her oldest son, Abraham, undertake the 

settlement of Thomas' s extensive estate. 

August 1773 
Return of division of Thomas Robinson's New Castle County land holdings. Son 

Thomas Robinson (2) rec;eives land "upstream from the mill" (including two house, one 

of which was the Robinson House). Abraham, receives 14 acres with the mills, house, 

and other outbuildings (across Philadelphia Pike from the Robinson House). Soon after 

receiving the property, Thomas Robinson expanded the house, by adding an addition on 

the west side. 

January 1776 
Thomas Robinson commissioned as Captain in Anthony Wayne's 4th Pennsylvania 

Battalion. 

February-March 1776 
Thomas Robinson at Marcus Hook for troop training. 

Early April 1776 
Robinson and his company depart for New York, where they encamp for a couple of 

weeks on Long Island. 

Late April 1776 
Sally Robinson, Thomas's sister, departs "the Country," because it seems "so very 

lonesome" without Tommy. Sally leaves the family home and Naaman's and spends the 

remainder of the spring and summer in Philadelphia. 

Early May 1776 
Robinson marches for Quebec, stopping on his way at Albany. 

May 24, 1776 
George Washington stays with Sarah and Sally Robinson in Philadelphia. 

June 1776 
Thomas Robinson takes part in the battle at Three Rivers, Quebec. Colonel Wayne 

praises him for proving himself "the Soldier and Gentleman." 

Note: This timeline is abstracted from report, "History of the Robinson House," by Nedda Moqtaderi 

(September 2003). As such aU citations appear in full there. 



July-early October 1776 
Thomas Robinson at Fort Ticonderoga. 

Late August 1776 
Sally Robinson marries Richard Peters. 

October 2, 1776 
Thomas Robinson commissioned as Major in the 5 th Pennsylvania Battalion. 

October 11, 1776 
Thomas Robinson on furlough for illness. Sent to hospital at Fort George, New York. 

November 1776-early January 1777 
Thomas Robinson returns home. While there, he assists with recruiting in Chester. 

By January 22nd
, Robinson was back at Ticonderoga. . 

April 1777 
Thomas Robinson serves as president of General Court Martial in Boundbrook, New 

Jersey. 

June 7, 1777 
Thomas Robinson commission as Lt. Colonel of the 1st Pennsylvania Battalion. 

August 1777 
George Washington passes through Naaman's Creek on his way to Wilmington. No 

conclusive evidence whether he stopped at the Robinson House. 

September 1777 
Thomas Robinson involved in Battle of Brandywine. He sustains injuries and is sent to 

the hospital at Lancaster, PA. 

October 1777 
George Washington orders James Potter and Light Horse Harry Lee to remove the mill 

stones from Abraham Robinson's mill at Naaman's Creek. While doing so, Lee runs in 

with a British foraging party and takes several as prisoners. 

May-June 1778 
Thomas Robinson ill and in hospital at New London, CT. 

November-December 1778 
Thomas Robinson back in Philadelphia and then at Naaman's recuperating from illness. 

December 1779 
Sarah Robinson, Thomas's mother, dies. 

Note: This timeline is abstracted from report, "History of the Robinson House, " by Nedda Moqtaderi 

( September 2003 ). As such all citations appear in full there. 



December 1780-January-1781 . 
Thomas Robinson encamped at Morristown, New Jersey. 

January 1783 
Thomas Robinson and other members of the 1st Pennsylvania transferred to the 2nd 

Pennsylvania Battalion. 

November 1783 
Members of the 2nd Pennsylvania discharged. 

October 31, 1785 
Thomas Robinson recognized as member of the Society of the Cincinnati. 

March 1787 
Abraham Robinson dies. His widow, Sarah, and nine children continue to live in his 
house near the Naaman's mills. Thomas Robinson and his sister-in-law administer the 
estate. They advertise the mills available for rent. 

1793 
Thomas Robinson appointed as Major General of the Delaware militia. 

May 1796 
Thomas Robinson marries Mary (Eyre) Coates at Christ Church in Philadelphia. 

1797 
Tax Assessment of Thomas Robinson records 200 acres (160 improved) with 2 dwelling 
houses, 2 small log houses, blacksmith shop, and 2 barns. Valued at $700. Livestock 
valued at $200. 60 oz of plate ($66.67). Total valuation $1,110.67. 

1800 
Thomas Robinson's household includes 10 people-3 of whom are classified in the 
"other free individuals" category; these are most likely laborers (USC 1800: 145). 

1803 
Thomas Robinson advertises the rental of his "Naaman's Creek Plantation." 

1804 
Thomas Robinson assessed for 200 acres (160 improved) with 2 dwelling houses, 2 log 
tenements, 2 barns, and a black smith shop. ($1800). Also, 2 horses, 2 cows, 6 pigs. 
(total value $62). Two slaves (1 18-yr.-old female--$50-- and 1 34-yr.-old male--$60). 
60 oz. plate ($66.67). Personal tax $500. 

1810 

Note: This timeline is abstracted from report, "History of the Robinson House," by Nedda Moqtaderi 
(September 2003). As such all citations appear in full there. 



Thomas Robinson's household includes fifteen people, 8 of whom are slaves (USC 1810: 
205). 

1816 
Thomas Robinson assessed for two farms (130 acres) with "good buildings and a 
tenement included" Value $1,170. $142 oflivestock. 40 oz. plate ($44 ). Personal tax 
$150. Total $1506. 

December 1819 
Thomas Robinson (2) dies and bequeaths real estate to be equally divided between his 
children-Thomas Robinson, Jr., Sarah Peters Robinson, Mary Eyre Robinson, and 
Manual Eyre Robinson. Thomas is to have the "Homestead farm or plantation" (which 
includes the Robinson House). 

1820-1830s 
Thomas Robinson (3) lives at Naaman's Creek, in the Robinson House. 

1833 
Mary Robinson, widow of Thomas Robinson (2), dies at her home in Philadelphia. 

1851 
Thomas Robinson (3) sells the Robinson House property to Abner Vernon. At the time 
of the sale, Thomas Robinson (3) lives in Philadelphia. 

1854 
Thomas Robinson (3) dies. 

Note: This timeline is abstracted from repon, "History of the Robinson House," by Nedda Moqtaderi 
(September 2003). As such all citations appear in full there. 



Appendix H. Summary of Oral Traditions 

-::.... 



Oral traditions and Presence/Absence of Supporting Documentation 

The chart below is a summarized effort at addressing the many oral traditions that have.long been associated with the 
Robinson House. It is by no means a comprehensive review of every tradition associated with the house, but does include 
several of the widely-accepted ones. 

Tradition Presence/ Absence of Supportina Documentation 
Caesar Rodney changed horses there on way to Search of Rodney's correspondence at the Historical Society of Delaware 
Philadelphia to sign the Declaration of did not locate any documentation of this assertion. 
Independence 

Swedish Block House, c. 1654 Architectural review by Jeffrey Klee indicates that the construction and 
fabric of this building clearly date to the eighteenth century. 
Archaeological excavations by John Milner Associates failed to recover any 
seventeenth-century artifacts or features. Review of archival records and 
maps has not revealed any evidence to support this tradition. Wolle 
Rawson and partners did purchase the property in the late seventeenth-
century, which may explain the rise of this legend. 

Geo. Washington visited/stayed at the Robinson It is known that George Washington and his troops passed through 
House Naaman's Creek on August 24th

• 1777. The troops camped at Naaman's 
Creek, but according to diarist Timothy Pickering, Washington continued 
on to Wilmington. It is very likely that Washington did stop at the 
Robinson House, due to his close connections with members of the 
Robinson family. However, there is no record of him spending the night 
at Naaman's on this date. 

Marquis de Lafayette visited No documentation located to date. However, research for this report did 
not focus on this issue. A search of the Lafayette Papers in the Library of 
Congress may provide more conclusive evidence. 



"Light Horse" Harry Lee visited General Washington ordered James Potter and "Light Horse" Harry Lee to 
remove the mill stones from Robinson's mill at Naaman's, among others 
in the area. Lee would have been at Abraham Robinson's mill, though 
there is no definitive documentation of him being at the Robinson House. 
Considering the proximity of the Robinson House to the mill, it is possible, 
however, that he would have stopped there. More information of this 
event is included in the text of this report. 

Harry Lee captured British officers eating there Harry Lee writes of skirmishes with the British in the vicinity of Naaman's. 
His letter provides no further detail on whether he captured officers while 
they dined at the Robinson House. 

British captured Harry Lee, he escaped via No documentation of this has been located. Research focused on Harry 
hidden stairs and tunnel to creek Lee may provide more conclusive evidence to support of deny this legend. 

Washington ate pears from orchard; thus the In a letter written in the early 19m century, Thomas Robinson tells of a 
"Washington Pear" tree at the Robinson House that produced unique pears. He explains that 

it is named for Washington to commemorate this important individual. 
There is no documentation of Washington having eaten this pear. The 
original letter is in the Winterthur Manuscripts Library. A copy of this letter 
is on file at DOHCA. 

The Kings Highway originally passed to what's A review of historic maps and atlases does not support this tradition. 
now the rear of the house, thus the back was There is no evidence that the King's Highway once passed by what is now 
the oriqinal "front". the back of the house. 
Several members of the Continental Congress Documentation of such visits has not been located. However, considering 
visited Thomas (2) Robinson's prominence in the Revolutionary War and 

involvement in New Castle County government and Delaware militia, it is 
very possible that members of the Continental Congress visited. Research 
·for this report did not include a review of letters, diaries, or itineraries for 
members of the Continental Congress. 

The house was part of the Underground There is no written documentation of this tradition. 
Railroad 
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ThP. Rohirson Hous.e and ar.ljoi.nin9 BlockJ·,01.1sr,, of1i,n cc,] lcicti.vely 

called Naaman's,stand on a 1.2 ac.;re plot in a rapidly cl{!V<:lopin~1 

commercial--inuustri:o.l neighbo;·huod, l'lith a small !.ih.i.th?d Jawu and 

a paved parklng lot. They compi·ise a 9roup r:,f conncctinu structures, 

painted white, some of stone anti sur:ie !ram,,i,ercc;tccl .:,t d:iffere:nt 
periods. The Robinsun House is twr,-stor<'!y and att.:i.c, with do:rrn<•:r 

windows. T.he eastern t'ncl, of !>tone, vms ~'.rcctt?d c1Lrrnt 1723. Tho 
western por.tion o:f sOJ11t1what J.;,.tP.1· rlilh•, i5 of w.ir.1~, sronnthJ.y ,n,, t,:-lv~r\ 

ship lappi;cl with fl.us.h joints. To th:is has becm ;.rlded, r;till :u.lter, 

(c. 1915) a portico 1-dth fluted Doric coJ.\111.ns :.nd a Tl,!r,:cmt cmc-:

storey enclosed po1·ch. ThcJ:'<,! h.\Vf! been 11,,rny ir,tcr:i.or. chan9cs. 

The ma:i.n floor retains mur,h :f:i.ne orj 9:i ,v,l •~oocltvork. A morJe:r:n one
storey frame section now conucc:ts an originally st•pc1.ratr:? one-stor.P.y 

stone dependency and the Blockhouse with the main house. 

The Blockhouse, bcslieveu built in ] 654 is a small i;quare 1.m,
storey building, The first flrJo:r originally had r,r., windows other 

than loophol~s under th<.> eaves. Thr·:re is a narrow sta:i.nv<1.y to- the 
upper room, A fireplace aJ.mo~t fills 'the c•ast wall. Other th,>11 
prob abl;v r<.m~wal of the roof and cutting of small wir,cl• •,'Is, the, 

structure is considered to tm in its original cor.ctition. 

The surrounding co~mtry Jm.s changed beyond rcco0nition, Onc,i 
a center of watHrpowured rn.i'ls la'P.t in farme~l country ;.,t a well

known briclGe on the K1ng's J-ligllW,JY, li.lter Philadcdph.ia Pike, it 

now hi.ls a s-::eel mill in the im.m1.:<li:ite area and is di:.:veloping as a 
m~jor interchange on ·I-95 with accomrmnyin!J commC!rc;i,ll ~xpan5inr, 
and, nea:.cby, greatly increased popul;ition press1..-~:1i with wirlely 

varied classes of housing within a short di.!; ,Ancc. 
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The Blockhouse mt,y be the oldest survivin0 l>uilcHng in 

Dclawa:re, Johan Jdsin9, in October. 165-t., selectt.:d ,, sitr, on 

Naa'!flan's Creak for a sawmill, th£! Colon>''s firs~: i11 which bJ. :,de;,s 

newly brought from Sweden w~r.e to be in&tallcd th ~ foll0wing 

5pring. The Swetlc5 customarily fortifi.('[l their inrlu!:.tr:i,~l 

install.:. U ons, espc:?cially thrJsc ,•(jllipped with impCJrtcd .impl<·1;,cnt !, , 
In s~ptrembcr 1655, the Sv11,tfo ,; werl.! <ll.!i e,l t e<l by a. l..J?.Jtch u.Y.ped j t ii,r,. 

Archit0cb, finc.l. I.he i3loc;}J,ou,;c. v:,· u<.:~.u r,,lly corrip;•. t.i.l.>lt: \•,i th ,,,1c:b 

a history and purpose. 

From the middle sevcntecmth c:r,mtur.}' the itnmr_,diatc vici :iity 

of the Robinson House J1~s IJt)en a signi1'ic .. ,nt mi.lU 119 r;<mtcr. I,·, 

1701 a g:d.s1.rnill ;11:.::oss the 1<5.nv 's Hisih\•1.i.y ,·1a!; ;~ 1 :m•.\m,,:.-k i.11 t:·,:~ 

survl!y rJ'f the circular l:.>t,"mlary now divicli110 IJPV•.,·1:,rci e,nd P, .r,n

sylwo.nia. The mills nnd their support:in9 lands, incl\lcHng ~h: 

Rob :~ nson House site, 1vas purchased by,, merchant, 1'llom.,s l/c,l , tn!; (rn, 

in the pe·~iod 1745•·1751 uml :.em;:linecl :i.n h:i.s famjJy about .:1 c-crit :uy, 

.the House being the home of th<> f:ucc<>!3sivc owners. It "h, <111 

architecturally fine building. 

--/ Abraham Robinson, owner during tile RevoJutir.;n, 1•ms a 1,rr,ilrc•r.

{n-law of lmthony l\'Llyne, who visited him there. \W1:;h:i.ngtc,n J;; 

known t0 have stopped on August 25, 1777 ! when th,.: Anr,y, mnv .i 110 

to meet Howe, encamped nearby. Th<! Robinson . Mi) :l !., were ,w,<•rt'.J 

those dismantled at \~ashin9ton 1 s order to prcv,mt thc~:i:r u:;< • I,;; 

the British. A latc:r Thomas Robinson was a M,,jor Cenr,r; .. ~ o[ 

Delaware Militia t'x-om 1807 through the W,1T. of 1U12. Some !,n.tuct:~ 

state that the Robinson llouse was an :i.nn throuc;ih :~uch of tb: 

eighteenth and ni11CJtc,t:1.1U1 1:cntur~•· It housed a Jinci r.e~: t,1111:,.int 

f':rom the e:u:ly t1'll.mti1!th c<.mtuxy until !>hurtly l,.,foie its puJ:cb:!,,I: 

by the State~ of Dc,ln.ware. 
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Ea rly ll.1:c h i tt!c: l_l tT. <' n f 1)<•1:,wal'~! , b:,, 

Wil1nin{ft on, lk lu\\''< l"U , 19 ·p , pp. f,5 - (,fl. 
Atlas <1[ U w S1·:i1:t, nf' l>elnvnr<!, by 

G1.H>t:!J(:j Fli?tchcr. B1~nric tt, 

D .r;. n~•v.rs, 1-'h.i 1.itclt• I phi a, 
1868, p. 7, 

J\tl:\s of 
Ph j_J.,1dr1 J.ph i a, 

l','c.::,·1 Ca 5 t Jc., C:_<;n ni y, l)c~l:, !•t:11:c• , J.,y O. W. B:ds1., 
l U9 :J 1 Pl;i t ~ !J. 

A~ thci desi(!.JU:lf,•,t Sto&o l .. 11,i,;c.,n O(fk,•r ror 1tm Na• 

tl<>MI llblortc PreNervnlion Act <>f 19.(•f, (1'11Mic' J.~w 

89..C,6!'i), l l1nrc-\,y nominnlc~ thi:1 pr<.J11<:rty for .ioclm=.ic•n 

ln the? th1tlQnr1I R<'ftiRtc•r uml c c-rtHy 111:11 it l1n!. lu-4.."n 

cvo1untcJ or.c:ordinr, lo lht• t·1ih."·tJ;1 1,,uJ 11,ou:d·Jn•r. iiut 

lorlh hy lh•• N1.11ional J),,rl: .')f•rvice. ·: hr u:,:n111n1c-ndctl 

level or slr.nlflcooce ,,t thl •• 11nn1ln,1,011 is : 

Natlonul ,P) !;tro t~ Ii]' L•oeul 0 

./ .·" . '" )/ / / ' 
N111nc '/ ,-L.(_1 ·· / ' • .:...L: , / 

-r-,,; .., .... ·-----
' ,, 

Historic Registrar, 
1'i11r, Stnte Liafa,rm Off:i.cl.!-.: :for 

Delaw:1re 

J h<•rl·by ct•rtify lhrtf lhi!i r,rf,r,. dy J,. 1:1l Jui.led ~n lht• 

r:uli<HJa) J~,•.~J!ll~ ·r. 

I 

n .. ,,.. _May_ 13, _l.971. _ _ ___________ 1,~1<• - - -----· ·- ---- •• ,_ .. _ _____ ___ I 
- - -------- --------- --·-- ·- --' 
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ROBINSON HOUSE, circa 1723 
Claymont, Delaware 



ROBINSON HOUSE 
CA.1723 

Naamans Tea House 
(1914-1964) 

National Register of Historic Places in 1971 
The oldest portion of this structure is believed to have been built circa 1730. In the 1740's the 
house and surrounding property were sold to Philadelphia merchant Thomas Robinson. Other 
holdings included a milling operation and landing on nearby Naaman's Creek. Following 
Thomas Robinson's death the house passed on to his son and namesake. Commissioned as a 
Pennsylvania Continental Army Officer at the outset of the Revolution, the younger Thomas 
rose to the rank of Lt. Colonel, serving with distinction during the war. The proximity of the 
Robinson House to one of the country's major transportation corridors made it a landmark for 
passing travelers and it is believed that many prominent figures stopped to visit. The house was 
sold by the Robinson family in 1851. For a time during the 20th century it was operated as a 
restaurant known as "Naaman's Tea House". The Robinson House was listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1971. 

Delaware Public Archives-2006 (NC -160) 

Historic Marker dedicated Thursday, September 28, 2006 at 4:00 p.m. 
1 Naamans Road, Claymont, DE 19703 

Thursday. September 28, 2006 

4:00 p.m. Historic Marker Dedication 

5:00 p.m. Reception 

5:30 p.m. W3R Tavern Dinner 

Music: Delaware Militia 
John and Jan Haigis 

Attending: The Honorable Benjamin Franklin 

CLAYMONT 

° CHS 0 

HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

m Wruhlngton-Rochambeau ~ Revolutionary Route 

The Claymont Historical Society, P.O. Box 184, Claymont, DR 19703 
The Darley Society, P.O. Box 695, Claymont, DE 19703 

Naamans Heritage Association, P.O. Box 695, Claymont, DE 19703 

www.RobinsonHousede.org www.W3R-de.org 
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:E'OREWOR.D 

\-ihen sub:ni tting a report such as this, it should be 

realized that any architect must accept at face value many 

of the facts on which his suggestions ~re based. At 

present, the most important premise is -- that the structure 

kno,m as the Block Souse was built by the Swedish .Governor 

Johan Rising in 1654; and that the existing house is in

deed - the one lived in by the Robinson faoif-Y from the 1740's 

until at leas,t 1803. . Unfortunately_ at ·: present neither premise 

can -be proved by -documentation. 

18th Century newspaper advertisements both imply and 

state positively that at least "two Dwelling Houses" 

stood on the property. The earliest notice was published. 

in the Pennsylvania Gazett e . (April 16, 1748) 

Thomas Robinson of lfaa.mans · Creek wants a good 
r:iil ler, any person inclined to serve by applying 
~o hio_ shall have good encourage:nent. 

Besides Robinson'i:! own house, a tenant house must have been 

available for the new miller. 

Following Thooa.s Robinson's death, c. 1776·, his estate 

was divided among his children. Settlement apparently 

took many years, for in 1772, Anthony Uayne prepared a 

"Draught of the Land belonging to hr. Robinson's Estate 

where George Gritt (sic) lives." This described a 112 acre 

tract in Ches~er County with an additional tract of 10 

acres adjacent in :fow Castle. In t .bis docunent ',Jayne 

specifically mentions a "Eansion House" and its location. 

~he ~ed representn the Circular li!1e dividine 
the Counties of .i.~ew Castle and Chester passine 
throuc;h the ! :a ns ion ?.ouse. (}ennsyl vania Eistoricri.l 
Society, dayne Papers) 

The re·ference to Ge0rge Gri tt is less clear, for ·,;ayne in

dicated nnother buildine on the property, north of the 

- l -



Hansion House, i _n Chester County. Gri tt could have been · 

living in either building, on Thomas Robinson's property. 

Thomas' son, Abrahan, is thought to have received 14 

acres of land and the fiaaman's Mills. For some reason, per

haps due to declining heal th, Abraham -·offered to lease sorre 

property in 1786. This included a tenant house. He adver

tised in the !':irror of the Tines and General Advertiser 
' . 

(July 5, 1786) 

To ·Be Let or i{ented ·on the Shares, a new Oil Hill 
in complete orde~, Situate on Naaman' s Creek, }Tew 
Castle County about twenty miles from Philadelphia 
••• If' Erny person shOu.ld · i::1cline to purchase : th~y 
may also be acco:m;-todated. ·with ·59 . or 70 acres of .. · 
land:, with a s:nall -a~;,elling house· thereon adjOi.ning 
the Hill. i.''or terms apply- Abraha;n Robinson near 
the Hill. 

The most complete description of the industrial and 

farming complex appeared the following year (March 26, 

1787) following ,Abraham,'s death. 1 

To Be Let: - The Nills situated on the head of the 
tidewater at lfaaman' s Cree~c and belonging to the 
Estate of Abrahan Robinson, Esq., deceased. They 
consist of · a Grist· Hill corapletely :::'i tted for .Mer
chant and country work, with· two pairs of the best 
Burrs, a saw Mill and Oil I-iill both in good repair. 
'i'he whole are within 20 miles of Philadelphia .where 
the great road passes the Creek. in a populous 
neighborhood within ' one mile of ~-Iarcus Hook having 
water carriage to the Mill. •• With the above will 
be rented a large brick Bake 1-i:ouse, Coopers Shop 
and a small house where the miller or raanar.e r of 
the works may re nide. The 1-;ansf-on House, a ·1arge 
convenient bricl: buildi:ig nearly adjoir;iing the mill 
uith paled Garden, Smoke House, 2:. Stables and about 
14 acres of land, etc. 

Sarah -Robinson, Zxecutrix~ 
Thomas ;tebinson, Executor) 

Advertisenents using the exact wordi!1g q·,ioted above, 

appeared ··in the Pe!msv l vania Gazette with the except ion 

that the Pe1u1sylvania advertiseuent (April 4, 1787) stipu

lated that the property would be "let for a term or.· years." 

This land description at least a~reea with the 14 acres 

mentioned in the 1766 Urpha.n's Court division of 'f'homns 

. ' 



Robinson's land. Scharf claims that, 

about 1800 this property (Abraham's) ·and tl:e brick 

mrlnsion erected. in 1790 on the opposite corner, be

longed to Colonel Thomas Robinson, and were soon 
after sold by him. The latter . house has since been 
Modernized. (History II, ·908) · 

Scharf's date is of course not correct for as we have seen 

the Erick mansion house ;;as advertised' for rent in 1787 and 

·was not described as 11 newly ·constru~ted" as the oil mill 

was the year before~ 

· · Ano~her advertisement that ·same -year (August 8, 1787) 

after a similar description o:f the mills further iden ti:fie_d 

one of the houses: 

,-Tith the above will:. be rented a stone dwelling house_, 

a brick Bake House, a Coopers· Shop and a few acres 
of land. 

It is interesting that only two years later Christopher 

Calles in his Survey of the .:loads o:f ~ United States of 

America, 1789, should show the twenty mile marker a s..10rt 

distance below the Delaware Stat~ bou...'1.dary; and, approximately 

in the same relationship to Jfaaman' s Creek, as the p:rese.nt 

building, a house labeled "Robertson". Colles was a very 

accurate surveyor and carefully noted mills and inns. In 

Delaware he indicated the Erandywine Mills but showed nothing 

on lfaaman' s Creek. Perhaps at this time th.e ?.obinson I>:ills 

were still u.nlea.sed and not in operation. At any rate the 

narae Hobinson seems not to have made any impression on 

Calles, uut then he failed to indicate the exact location 

of the State boundary. 

Sa.rah Robinson, Abrahao's widow, who had received the 

use of Abraham's estate includins "rents, issues, profits, 

interests" for the benefit of their minor children, died in 

1791 before the children had reached their ajajority. Sarah's 

will, much like that of her husband, also provided for their 



support. }'rem this time onward '.i:'hornas Hobinson, Abraham's 

brother, · appears to have control of the t-raaman's property 

in' spite of the fact that Sarah had appointed as her executors 

Sharp Delleny (sic.) and Francis Johnson. Evidently settle

ment of .Ab1~aham' s estate had not been made before Sarah's 

death, and '2homas was still acting as his brother's executor. 

Somewhere there should be some docuoentation as to the 

activities taking place at iiaamans :fro!'j Sarah's death until 

1803. l',rom advertisement that year we learn that either the 

small stone house was enla1·ged or else a new house had been 

erected. The property vtas now described: ( J-.'ii. rror of the 

Times , ·Jan. 8, 1803) 

••• qn premi ses h 10 l arge Dwellin.5 Houses, .a .black
sm t h ' s s hop , t wo bar ns; a complete Granary, out 
s tables , Hay house s, Uide r house with the works, 
a ll in comple te order , Ca rriage houses, ~ilk houses 
and Ice house filled with ice. 

Thomas .nobinson 
at the Premises 

From this evidence one is forced to the ·conclusion 

that Thomas Robinson was living in the "Brick !-1a.nsion :trouse" 

while trying to lease the Hill properties, and ha.nager's 

house. He was still living at Iiaaman I s at the time of his 

death in 1819. Described as "Thomas Robinson of l{aama.n' s 

Creek" in his will, he left to his sq?J. ~homas, his "home

stead farr.::, or plantation with appurtances". '.lhile farming 

activities are indicated by such a description, milling 

activities are not. As a matter of interest "mills" or 

milling activities are not centioned except in the advert~se

ments, in any oI' the letters, wills, or other docuoents which 
.,, 

I have examined. 

Also, there is no mention 01~ an Inn or Tavern being on 

the Robinson property in any of the 18th Century or earlier 

19th Century advertiseillcnts. This tradition seems to have 



become part of the .i:Jaaman lore during the present Century~ 

Miss Jeannette zckman refers to the building as having been 

used as a tavern during the llev0lution, occupied as such 

by 1ilashington, Lafayette, etc. (Delawar e Guide, p. 321). 

The idea that this building was also an Inn in 1776 is 

stated in an unsigned paper entitled 11 '.l'he Story of lfaa::nan' s 

on the Delaware" (no date). Since Colles did not mention 

it, as he did "Blue Eall", "The Anchor", "The 3 T:uns 11 and 

taverns and inns in Delaware I would be reluctant at ihis 

time to support this thesis. 

While these historical :facts were not requested in the 

original context of this report, t~ey are important in making 

any judgment concerning the future use of the building by 

the State of Dela,·:are. Even so, these discoveries represent 

the result of only several days research in local repositories 

of historical documents in Wilnington and Philadelphia, and 

is not presented as an exhaustive study. A continuation of 

this documentary research is a ·nece~sity along witil ·further 

archaeological studies. Together ; they and further architectural 

studies, will eventually reveal the accurate history of this 

interesting building. 

1Abraham's will was filed on Pebr112.ry 25, 17F37. (I-I 257) 

Eesid.es his ,;'life Sarah, he left :::1::. 1'!.or child.:ren: Thooas, 

I-:ary, r:argc..ret, Joseph, 3arah, Ja:i.e, A.nti:lony, Penrose, & 

Julia~ . His interest in an e!ltailed estate in Ireland 

went to his son Tho2as. 

2 3arah P.obi1:son was a 'J'Jointed ;;xecutrix of :i.er husb~nd' s 

will. A. s ister o-: Ant!:ony '.J2.2me, she s"J.rvived her husoand 

by only f cur years. l~r will was filed Peb. 27, 1791 (j-190). 

The s ~~e·' 'nine childre!'l were me ntioned by na:ne. 

3Thooas Tobinso:i., Abra~am's brother, was appointed joint 

Executor r!.long with Sarah. ~hcm~:s appi~rently li vine; in 

Chester CO'..l!1t:_r w·,.s co::l::iissioned as Ca:?tain i!l t:1e 4th 

nattalion cif the len::-is:rlvania 'l'roops, January 5, 1776. His 

will, dated H317, na::ied Thoma.s,Jr. and ~tichard Peters, 

Jr. ns 3xecutors. 
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The Robinson House (formerly Naaman's Tea House) 
located in Claymont, has been in the center of Delaware 
travel, commerce, and industry. Built 1723 in an area of 
water-powered mills and farms along Kings Highway (now 
Rt 13 or Philadelphia Pike), the Robinson House (and its 
outbuildings) served as a miller's house, and private 
residence through much of the 18th and 19th centuries. 
This historic house of stone, brick, and shipboard planks 
was the residence of the prominent Robinson Family for 
over a century. George Washington, and Anthony Wayne, 
among other Revolutionary notables, were guests here. 

Much of the original woodwork and fireplaces can still 
be admired in the Robinson House which now serves the 
Claymont community as a museum and social center by 
the Naamans Kill Questers. 
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daughter, -Ann, had eharge of this place, which she 
made popular by the dinners she provided. Henry 
Williamson WIIB a later landlord. The house hllB 
long since been used 118 a residence. 

Olaymont is a hamlet, post-office and station on the 
Philadelphia and Wilmington Railroad, where the 
turnpike crosses Naaman's Creek. The latter name 
wa.~ applied to the locality until 1852, when the pres
ont title WIIB appropriately selected. The soil here is 
of a clayey nature and the surrounding country is 
beautifully undulated, affording many fine sites for 
suburban homes, which have been well-improved by 
citizens of Philadelphia. The scenic beauty of the 
Delaware in the Claymont neighborhood is net ex
celled by any other point in the county. Much of 
the land below the station was long owned by Wil
liam, John and Enoch Gray, but their fine farms 
have been subdividea° and the olrl landmarks can no 
longer be traced. Near Naaman's Creek are several 
old buildings, antedating the period of the Revolu
tion. One is a pa:rt of the present Frank Ford place 
and was long the home of General Abraham Robin
son. General George WMhington WIIB a frequent 
guest at this house, and, it is said, that on the occa
sion of one @f his visits, he was so much ple11Bed with 
a new seedling pear that it was named for him, and 
that thus originated the celebrated Washington pear. 
"Mad Anthony" Wayne was also a guest of the 
Robinson family. About 1800 this property and the 
brick mansion, erected in 1790, on the opposite 
corner, belonged to Colonel Thomas Robinson, and 
were so@n after sold by him. The latter house has 
since been modernized. 

The history of the old mill at this place dates from 
the beginning of the eighteenth century, as in the 
survey of the circle line in 1701. The grist-mill and 
house of Jasper Yeates are shown as being on N aa
man's Creek at this place. A part of the present 
building was put up in 1749 by Samuel Hendrickson, 
and appears to have been originally a one-story stone. 
Later, and at different periods, two stories of brick 
were added. Before the water-power became so 
feeble the n1ill was extensively operated. Large 
quantities of grain were brought from long distances, 
and having been converted into flour, were loaded on 
sloops lying on tide-water at the mill• and taken to 
the Philadelphia market; and to facilitate this work 
a brick warehouse was erected on the creek. From 
1835 on, Robert ancl George W. Churchman carried 
on business extensively, operating also a large lum
ber mill. The latter hllB been abandoned, but the 
grist-mill, supplied with improved machinery, is still 
in operation. Among the former industries of this 
place were the old mill of the Robinson family, at a 
point higher up N aaman's Creek, where ruins of the 
dam may still be seen, and the quarrying and ship
ment of blue stone. The former has long since 
passed away, and work on the latter was also sus
pended many yea.rs ago. 

George W. Churchman, for a third of a century the 

most prominent lumber merchant in the State of 
Delaware, was born ,at Darby, Pa., May 12, 1811, and 
died in Wilmington, February 24, 1871. He was of 
the sixth generation in direct line of descent from 
John ·churchman, a native of Saffrin Waldren, in 
Sussex, England, w.ho, in 1692, at the age of seventeen 
years, immigrated to America and settled fo Penn
sylvania under William Penn. The distinguished 
mathematician and philosopher, John Churchman, 
born 1753 and died in 1805, was a descendant of the 
same John Churchman. His brother, George Church
man, was a noteq. minister among a Society of Friends, 
and was the first person to make a complete map of 
the peninsula comprising Delaware and the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland. 

George W. Churchman, the subject of this sketch, 
grew to manhood at Darby, Pa. He was the second 
son @f Caleb and Martha Churchman. Their other 
children were: John S., Frances, Ann, Rebecca, 
Henry L., Sally and Martha. Their father was a 
farmer and cattle dealer; he also owned a bark-mill 
at Darby and was a neighbor and intimate associate 
of Stephen Girard. 

George W. Churchman earl.• in life acquired many 
of the excellent business methoos of that great finan
cier. After leaving school he ·engaged in business at 
Darby with his father, until ha reached the age of 
twenty-one years. In 1832 he purchased the historic 
saw and grist-mill property at Nae.man's Creek, now 
the site of Claymont, and the same year moved to 
Delaware and took charge of his mills. He engaged 
in the manufacture of lumber, and alio bought in 
much of the grain from the surrounding country and 
ground it into flour for the trade. He prospered in 
all his business operations, and 80011 enlarged and im
proved the entire mill property, making it the most 
complete industry of the kind in the State. 

In 1838 he became inl.erested in the development of 
the lumber interest!! of Central Pennsylvania. He 
purchased large tracts of timber-land in Cameron and 
Clearfield Counties, in that State, and at once began 
operations. He spent much time in the lumber 
region, superintending the work of felling the trees, 
hewing the logs into square timber and forming the 
rafts which were conveyed down the Susquehanna. 
He was very successful in this business and soon made 
a fortune, all of which was lost by a freshet on the 
Susquehanna, the entire production of one year having 
floated down the river. Much of his valuable timber 
lands were yet uncleared and his credit was good. 
He went diligently to work, and within a very few 
years recovered from his disaster. He continued with 
great success in the business and, at the time of his 
death, owned pine and hemlock timber lands in 
Central Pennsylvania to the value of tw0 hundred 
thousand dollars. 

The preparation of this timber for the market was 
an exceedingly interesting and profitable business, 
and in the early years of George W. Churchman's 
career was one of the chief industries of the great 
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State of Pennsylvania. The timber came out of the 
mountain districts down the small stream·s in rafts to 
Lock Haven, then the greateRt lumber market in the 
United States. From this point they were floated in 
charge of pilots, with the current down the Susque
hanna to Marietta, where new pilots took charge and 
safely steered them through the dangerous rapids of 
the river to Peach Bottom. From thence other men 
piloted them to Port Deposit, the place of delivery, 
and the head of tide-water on the Susquehanna. 
From this point the rafts were towed down the Chesa
peake Bay, up Elk River into Back Creek, where they 
were made into "lockings" of sufficient size and 
length to readily pass through the Delaware and 
Chesapeake Canal and its locks, to Delaware City and 
thence up the river. Nearly all rafts were sold by 
their owners at Lock Haven or Marietta, both of 
which were lively business towns, during the rafting 
season of the early spring months of each year. 
George W. Churchman prepared thousands of rafts 
on his lands in Pennsylvania, and sold them to the 
trade in New York, Philadelphia, Wilmington and 
elsewhere. The rafts sold in New York were towed 
up the Delaware to Bordentown, and from thence 
taken through the Delaware and Raritan Canal to 
their place of destination, A large amount of his own 
timber he conveyed in rafts to his saw-mill on Naa
man's Creek, and there manufactured them into 
lumber on orders from nearly all of the leading ship
builders and manufacturing establishments in Wil
mington and the surrounding country. He also sold 
square timber and lumber to the Philadelphia and 
Chester market. 

His extensive b11siness operations brought him into 
close relation and intimacy with a great many promi
nent business men of Pennsylvania, Delaware and 
Maryland, in all of which States he was known as an 
upright man of the highest honor and most sterling 
integrity. His indomitable energy, rare tact and 
comprehensive knowledge of the lumber trade made 
him one of the most prominent business men of his 

day in Delaware. In 1867 he moved to Wilmington, 
though he continued his interest in his timber trade 

until his death. 
He was one of the organizers and became a director 

of the Mechanics' Bank of Wilmington, and was one 
of the promoters in the establishment Gf the First 
National Bank of Wilmington, which institution he 
lent his best influence, to further its growth and 

development. 
In politics George W. Churchman was originnlJy a 

stanch Whig, and later was the · founder of tho Know
Nothing party in Brandywine Hundred. When the 
Republican party was organized, he became an earnest 
advocate of its policy o.nd principles, nnd continued 
a member of that party through the remainder of his 

life. 
The lottery business, which had long been conducted 

in Delaware, contained many obnoxious features to 
the citizens of the State. Mr. Churchman was one of 

the foremost in advocating the passage of the law to 
abolish it. In November, 1858, with that object in 
view, he became a candidate for the Legislature to 
represent Brandywine Hundred, with the avowed pur
pose of attempting to secure the passage of the re
quired legislation. A bill was introduced and during· 
the same session was passed, accomplishing the object 
desired. The efforts of Mr. Churchman in this work 
were appreciated by the people, and in 1860 he was 
re-elected to the same office and served as a member 
of the Legislature of Delaware during the first two 
years of the Civil War. 

He was a member of the Society of Friends, and 
inherited the strong trait.s and marked characteristics 
of that religious people. With all his neighbors and 
associates, of all political parties or religious sect,a, he 
was universally popular and very highly esteemed. 
Especially was this the case in Brandywine Hundred, 
where he spent moat of his useful life. He was in
strumental in securing the establishment of a post
office and railway station at Nao.man's Creek (now 
Claymont) and erected nearly all of the first houses 
in the village. 

George W. Churchman was married January 31, 

1838, to Ann Eliza Shull, of Delaware County, Pa. 
Their children were : Caleb, Frederick A., William 
H., George, Maria S. and Charles (deceased). 

Amos H. Slaymaker and Benjamin Hartley mer
chandised many years ago at this place. Joseph Mc
Namee was long successfully in trade, and was suc
ceeded by George W. Lodge and others. This old 
and well-known stand is now occupied by Robert 
Casey, Jr. Claymont post-office is kept at the station 
by E. N. Baldwin, holding his appointment since 
1885. The railroad through Claymont was completed 
in 1838, but a regular station was not established until 
m·any years later. 

Since 1845 Dr. J. T. M. Cardeza has been a practic
ing physician in the hundred, and has been located 
at Claymont the past forty years. He graduated from 
the University of Pennsylvania in 1842, rui also did 
his son, Dr. J. D. M. Cardeza, in 1877, and has been 
associated in practice with his father since that time. 
Since 1850 the elder Dr. Cardeza has been engaged 
in the collection of geological and numismatic 
specimens, having, in 1887, one of the finest collec
tions in the State. He has separate buildings con
taining scores of cast,a and thousands of specimens, 
whose value has been placed at twelve thousand 
dollars. 

At Claymont were fought several duels of historic 
note, and which created unusual interest at the time 
of their occurrence. The most important was fought 
Sunday morning, March 21, 1830, by William Miller, 
an attorney from Philadelphia, and Midshipman 
Charles G. Hunter, of the United States navy. The 
place was on the present Ford farm, near the State · 
line. Miller "fell mortally wounded, and his death 
was greatly deplored, since he had been: drawn into 
the contest by his friendship for one of the principals I 

I 
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of the quarrel. Hunter was dismissed· from the navy 
by order of President Jackaon, bµt was subsequently 
restored to his former rank, and distinguished him
self by his service in the Mexican War. Neverthe
less, hie life seemed blasted, and he died a dis
appointed man. He also acted in the duel out of 
friendship's sake, and the fact that he had no enmity 
against poor Miller caus~d many of the leading men 
of the country to condone his offense and to unite in 
a petition for hie restoration. Miller was at that 
time one of the m.ost promising young lawyers of the 
city of Philadelphia, and very respectably connected. 

The next duel was fought near where the turnpike 
crosses the State road, on the 4th of June, 1842, by 
General James Watson Webb, of New York City, 
and the Hon. Thomas F. Marshall, of Kentucky. 
This was brought about by a political quarrel in 
Congress, and had been anticipated some time before 
it occurred. Both parties cherished bitter and hostile 
feelings, and met with a purpose to do deadly work. 
Webb was wounded in such a way that the fight 
could not be prolonged beyond the first fire, much to 
the disgust of Marshall, who insisted. upon having 
another shot. Through the intervention of friends 
the principals retired with their sense of honor par
tially satisfied, and, in time, the breach was still further 
healed. 

Another duel was fought on the State Hne, near the 
large beech tree, on June 9, 1845, by Washington 
Keith and Morris Meredith, both of Philadelphia. At 
the first fire each was wounded, though not fatally, 
when a settlement was effected, and they retired 
nominally friends. 

The Edgemoor Buoy Depot, of the Fourth District, is 
on the Delaware, below -du Pont's wharf. The im
provements were begun in 1880, and completed two 
years later, some of them being transferred to this point 
from the Christiana light-house. They consist of a 
wharf four hundred feet long, on which is a fog-bell 
and light-house of the fifth order; a depot building fifty 
by one hundred and forty feet; and a keeper's residence, 
on three acres of land. This is occupied by W. W. 
Simmons .. The buoy depot was opened in 1881, and 
placed in charge of Capt. N. L. Henderson, who is 
still in control of the interests connected with it. 
This yard is the general depot of the district, which 
has forty-two lights within its bounds, placed from 
Barnegat, N. J., to the Virginia coast. About three 
hundred buoys are kept in stock at the depot of 
Edgemoor, some of them being sixty feet in length. 
The general supplies of oil and wood are also here 
kept, making it one ef the most important stations of 
the kind on the coast. 

Du Pont's wharf, next above the Buoy Depot, was 
established in the early part of the present century. 
But it has been important for a less period of time on 
account of the immense quantities of powder shipped 
from the du .Pont works, about five miles distant. 
After 1825 several brick magazines were erected, from 
which the vessels transporting the powder were laden. 

These are still in use, but on account of better ship
ping facilities near the works, most of the transporta
tion has been divert.ed to those

1
points. 

Star of Bethel L-Odge, No. 19, L 0. 0. F., was insti
tuted at the house of. :John Faulk, on Naaman's 
Creek road, July 10, 1849. The following were orig
inal members: John Faulk, John W. Lodge, Samuel 
Hanby, Isaac N. Grubb, Thomas I. Clayton, Benja
min F. Hanby, Samuel L. Grubb, John Smith, 
Samuel Hewes, Jr., Isaac Booth and John Freel. . 

In 1853 Odd Fellows' Hall was erected at Grubb's 
Corners, and the meetings of Bethel Lodge have been 
held there ever since. It is a three-story building, 
valued at two thousand five hundred dollars, and has 
also been used by other societies. Bethel Lodge has 
prospered generally, and in 1887 had forty mem
bers. 

Morning Star Lodge, No. 9, K. of P. was in~tituted 
in the above hall October 20, 1868. Its charter bears 
the names of Geo. K. Lloyd, Alexander Valentine, 
Charles Williams, Joseph Proud, Jacob K. Hanby, 
James Leach, William McKee, Owen Zebley, George 
Phillips, Albanus Phillips, Wm, Phiilips, JP..sse M. 
Klair, John W. Kruby, Edward C. Pierce, Joseph W. 
P. Casey, William S. Orr, Uriel Pierce, Jacob Gordy, 
Ezra Pierce and Thomas Phillips. It.a organization 
has since that time been successfully maintained, and 
in 1887 there were fifty members. 

Lodges of Red Men, Good Templars and a Grange 
of Patrons of Husbandry for a time flourished in this 
hall, but have ceased meeting and surrendered their 

charters. 
West Brandywine Grange, No. 13, P. of .H.-This 

society was organized at Sharpley's school-house, Au
gust 9, 1874, with fourteen charter members, and John 
W. Day, Master. From the beginning the Grange 
succeeded in d;awing to itself an aggressive, vigorous 
membership, which numbered one hundred and five 
in June, 1887, and comprised the best citizens of the 
western part of the hundred.· 

In 1886 a fine hall, thirty-eight by forty feet, and 
two stories high. was erected by the Grange, at Tal
leyville, which has been occupied since its comple
tion. The committee having the work of building in 
charge was composed of Thomas J. Day, William A. 
Talley, J. A. Welden, John F. Sharpley and Lewis 
M. Miller. The hall is valued at fifteen hundred 
dollars and was controlled by'Trustees Clark Webster, 
J. Walker Perkins and J. Atwood Weldin. 

Religlowi Interest8.-As early as 1682 several families 
belonging to the Society-of Friends, or Quakers, set
tled within the bounds of Brandywine Hundred, and 
held their meetings at private houses. But in 1687 
Valentine Hollingsworth gave the ground for a meet
ing-house and burial-place, where was soo·n after built 
the Newark Meeting-house, a small structure of pop
lar logs, which ser\'ed its purpose about · sixty years. 
In this building the Newark Monthly Meetings were 
regularly held until 1704, when they alternated with 
Uentre, in Christiana Hundred; but in 1707 they 
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