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Historical marker to be dedicated at Salesianum

By EDWARD L KENNEY
The News Journal

Four years before Brown v.
Board of Education made school
integration mandatory, Sale-
sianuin Schoel admitted five
black students. The year was
1950, a time of fierce racial ha-
tred and intolerance, But the bold
move by Principal Thomas A.
Lawless went by without inci-
dent.

“I see nothing to apologize for
other than the fact it wasn't done
wears ago,” lie reportedly said at
the time.

Today, that early effort - in-
cluding Lawless’ guote - is being
recognized by the Delaware State
Historical Markers Program,
which will place a blue metal
marker at the entrance of the
school during a 2 pam. ceremony
at 19th and Broom streets. The
marker also belatedly recognizes
the schiool’s 100th anniversary,
which was celebrated in 2003,

“For over a century, Sale-
sianum has continued to educate
students — irrespective of religion
or ethnic background - to Hve in

the example of the gentleman
saint, Francis de Sales,” it reads.

The original “Sallies,” as
many people refer to the school,
opened in 1903 at Eighth and
West streets. A new building was
constructed, beginning in 1954,
and it opened in 1957 at its cur-
rent location.

Father Francis Pileggi, who
now serves as a proctor for study
halls and in the computer room
at the private high school, gradu-
ated from the original building in
1951, and he recalls things went
pretty smoothly the day the five
transfer students - Alfred and
Thomas Connell, Williain Jones,
James Ownes and Frederick
Smith - started class.

“It was just another day,” he
said.

Fellow '51 graduate Jim Parks,
of Brandywine Hundred, was re-
sponsible for getting the marker
placed at the school.

“I kinda pushed it,” Parks
said. “I was there when the
school was integrated in 1950. T
thought that should be commein-
orated. Pm kind of a history buff,
and I like to see things pre-
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What: Dedication of a Delaware
State Historical Marker

When 2 p.m. today
Where: Salesianuim School

served.”

Currently, about 20 black stu-
dents are among the 1,000-plus
enralled at Salesianum, the Rev.
James Dalton, schiool president,
said. About 14,000 students have
graduated from the school since
it was founded.

“It has a great reputation in
the Delaware community, aca-
demically and in athletics, as
well,” he said.

Last fall, the school celebrated
stale championships in football,
soccer and cross country, Dalton
said. Five seniors also were semi-
finalists for National Merit
Scholarships this year, with an-
other 19 students receiving com-
mendable status.

“Salesianum high school has
played such an important role in
the city of Wilmington,” Pileggi

said, “It’s such a prominent
school. Tt is so very well known.”

And now it will be known for
its role in state history,

C. Russell McCabe, director of
the state’s archives, plans to offici-
ate at the marker dedication, It will
be the 443rd marker to be placed at
a historic site sihce the program
staried in 1930, according to Karen
Donovan, a member of the public
outreach team for the Delaware
Public Archives in Dover

McCabe said Black History
Month is “a very convenient and
appropriate time to do it,” partic-
ularly because the school’s coura-
geous stand might have helped
pave the way for the integration
of public schools in the state.

“One of thethings we look atis
institutions in our community
that have shaped the character of
or citizens and affected the lives
of folks who live in these commu-
nhities,” he said of the marker pro-
gram. “It's going to educate the fu-
ture generation of students about
the rich history of the school.”

Contact Edward L. Kenney at 324-2801
or ekenney@delowareonline com.

TIMELINE

In 1903, the Oblates of 5t. Francis de Sales established the all-boys
Salesianum School at Eighth and West streets in Wilmington. The
school opened in September of that year with 12 students and three
French Oblate priests. Some community members referred to the
school as "the French College.”

The school underwent a major renovation in 1923 to accommodate
its larger student body, which was approaching 100. Reconstruction
included addition of a small gym, which also served as the school’s
large chapel.

Over the next 30 years, the school bought additional land, and an
annex known as Willard Hall was built at Eighth and Adams streets.

At the time the school was integrated in 1950, it had about 800
students enrolled at the school. With the student popufation grow-
ing again, the school bought the property at 18th and Broom
streets.

Ground was broken at that site Sept. 8, 1954, and by Easter
1957, the 160,000-square-foot Salesianum School was in session.

Oblates, students, faculty, parents and atumni helped carry desks,
chairs and supplies from the former site into the $3.5 million facility.

In 1999, the school's board of trustees approved a $20 million
master plan of construction and reconstruction to be accomplished
over a 10- to 15-year period. Work done so far includes a renovated
gym, an upgrade of the faculty residence, a new fine-arts center, a
new technology corridor, overhauled athletic fields and a new me-
motiat chapel and conference center.
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THE DELAWARE PUBLIC ARCHIVES WILL
DEDICATE HISTORICAL MARKER AT
SALESIANUM SCHOOL
IN WILMINGTON
FEBRUARY 2, 2006 2:00 P.M.

On Thursday, February 2, 2006, a dedication ceremony will be held for the
unveiling of a Delaware State Historical Marker which documents the
history of Salesianum School — located on 1801 North Broom Street in
Wilmington. Legislative sponsors of the marker are Senator Harris B.
McDowell and Representative Dennis P. Williams. Representatives of the
student body and school administrators will also be present for the
dedication. Among the school officials attending will be Rev. James E.
Dalton, OSFS, Salesianum President, and Rev. William T. McCandless,
OSFS, Salesianum Principal.

The school was founded in 1903 and was located at 8™ and West Streets
until its move to their current location in 1957, For over a century, the
school has continued to educate young men regardiess of religion or ethnic
background to “Live Jesus” in the example of the gentleman saint, Frances
de Sales.

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the ceremony celebrating
the rich history of this school. For further information contact Karen
Donovan, Delaware Public Archives at 302-744-5048.
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