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by the Wilmington City Mission and Church Extension Society, on April 30, 1913. The building was 
remodeled for church purposes and it was dedicated on June 15, 1913. Among those taking part in the 
ceremony were District Superintendent E. L. Hoffecker and the Revs. Ettore Di Stefano, W. F. Cochran, 
E. c. Sunfield, George E. Reed and Frederick Wright. The services were conducted in Italian regardless 
of the fact that all of those who attended the services could speak English. The Missionary Society was 
compelled to carry the financial burden as the members would contribute little if anything. In spite of this, 
the members insisted that they wanted a regular church and not a home-made one. 

On June 23, 1917, the Missionary Society purchased a site at the south west corner of 8th Street 
and Bancroft Parkway. Then they proceeded to build a brick church. Tbe corner-stone was laid on April 
7, J 919, by the Rev. Robert Watt. On the same day the dedication services were conducted by the Rev . .l. 
FL Beauchamp assisted by the Rev. Joseph A. Pignaltiello, the pastor. The Rev. N. A. Sabbarese preached 
a sermon in ltalian. The name "St. Paul's Italian Methodist Episcopal Church" was adopted. 

Becoming discouraged with the results obtained, the conference decided to close the church in 
I 922. Jt was then taken over by St. Peter's Methodist Episcopal Church, Colored, who laid a cornerstone 
in 1923. They purchased the property on May 9, 1928. On August 13, 1937, the property was acquired, at 
a Sheriff's sale, by the Wesleyan Methodist Church. 

St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church 

1936 - Zebley Collection 1 n6 - Covington Collection 

Zebley St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church (M. E.), Colored, at Kirkwood, was follnded in 1858. 
They were incorporated on July 15, 1889. 
WJ>A-355 St Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church, Colored, 1858--, Kirkwood. 

Organized and building dedicated 1858. Incorporated July 15, 1889. Building rebuilt 1875. It is a 
one story frame structure. The first settled clergyman was Rev. 0. Dickerson, 1861-65. 

St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church 

Zebley St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church (M.E.) on High Street, Odessa. In 1830, at a revival 
meeting, in Fieldsboro, several young men from Odessa were converted. They secured the use of the 
schoolhouse and the Rev. Richard Greenbank, of the Smyrna circuit, began to hold services in I 831 . They 
adopted the name "Mt Zion Meeting-House." They were incorporated on June 25, J 832 as the 
"Cantwcl l's 13ridge Methodist Episcopal Church," Cantwel I's Bridge being the name of Odessa at that 
time. 

These meetings were continued for two years, when Joseph C. Griffith donated the land upon 
which to build a church. An old brick house near Fieldsboro was bought and a burned-out brick house 
near Odessa was donated and the congregation proceeded to tear them down and c!ean the bricks. With 
these bricks a fair-sized church was built in 1833 and the walls were whitewashed. It was called the 
"Brick-bat Church." 
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[About 1850, the congregation contracted Samuel Sloan, a noted Philadelphia architect, to design 
a new church.] The corner-stone of the present church was laid on August 27, 1851, at 10 :30 A. M., by 
the Rev. Mr. Hodgson m1d the Rev. J. R. Anderson, the pastor. It was dedicated on October 24, 1852, by 
Bishop I ,evi Scott, assisted by the Revs. Andrew Manship and Joseph Aspril, the pastor. The church was 
repaired in 1877 and improved in 1880. The semi centennial of the church was celebrated on January 18, 
1883. Services were conducted by the Revs. J. S. Cook, Benjamin F. Price, and .Jonathan S. Willis. At a 
reopening, after repairs, on November 18, 190 J, a sketch of the history of the church and the town was 
delivered by Chief Justice Charles B. Lore. This address was later printed in pamphlet form. 
Improvements to the church were made in 1939. There is a large graveyard beside the church. The oldest 
tombstone the writer could find is on the grave of Rachel Hays who died 011 September 21, 1838. 

l 966 - Coving.ton Colleclion 2015 - Covington Collection 

WPA-247 St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church, 1831--, High Street, Odessa. 
Organized 1831 and called Mt. Zion of Cantwell rodessa previously known as Cantwell Bridge]. 

Incorporated March 14, 1833 taking the name of Cantwcl l's Bridge Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Present name adopted 1852. Services held in schoolhouse until 1833, then a one story brick building 
011 present sile. This was replaced by present building, dedicated 1852. Two story brick building, 
gothic sty le. Cemetery Association of St. Paul's, incorporated 1929. The first settled clergyman was Rev. 
Jonathan S. Willis, 1859-60. 

lSce: Odessa Methodist l::<:piscopal Church, High Street, Odessa] 
Covington Old St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church on High Street in Odessa, was placed on the 
National Register of Historical places in 1982. In 1974 a member purchased the building from the 
Methodist Conference for $800 and sold it to the Women's Club of Odessa for one dollar. The Women's 
Club has been actively involved in the restoration of the structure to accommodate a local museum. 

LThe following is from a letter about St. Paul'sJ 
From 1852 through 1957, St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church was located on High Street in 

Odessa. While the total membership remained basically the same throughout the century, 153 - 160, the 
building itself became outdated. lt had no bathrooms, no kitchen, and only one electrical outlet, to name a 
few of the deficiencies. A cemetery surrounding the building allowed no room for expansion. 
Automobiles had replaced the horse and buggy and this created parking problems. 

Rev. Edwin Thomas was pastor at St. Paul' s from 1952 to 1959 and led the congregation in its 
effort to build another church. This new church was built about three blocks away on Main Street in 
Odessa, at the site of the former Drawyers Presbyterian Church. Membership at tl1e new church grew lo 
333 in 2015. 

St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church 

Zebley St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church (M.E.) in Wilmington was organized on January 26, 
1844, at the home of Hyland 13. Pennington, south cast comer 4th and Market Streets. The Rev. John 
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Name ^Old St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Churchy

historic 7 ^

and/or common

2. Location
street & number

.Seuthr aide-crf^*High
Street /^A not for pubiication

city, town Odessa vicinity of congressional district One

state Delaware 19730 code 10 county New Castle code OO^S

3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district pubiic occupied agriculture museum
X buiiding(s) -X_ private X unoccupied commercial ___ park

structure both work in progress X__educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process X yes: restricted government scientific

' being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
. . no military other:

4. Owner of Property
name Women's Club of Odessa

street & number Main Street

city, town Odessa vicinity of state Delaware

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Public Building

street & number Rodney Square

city, town Wilmington state Delaware

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
N^1617

title Delaware Cultural Resourne Survey has this property been determined elegible? -----yes _g_no

date . federal ^ state . county local

depository for survey records pid state House. The Green, P.Q. Rr>v 

city, town Dover Delaware 19901

:1
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United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1 • Name 'Old St. Paul,. Methodist Episcopal Church) 

historic 

and/or common ~ 

2. Location '§ 
street & number ~h. Street NA_ not for publication 

city, town Odessa _ vicinity of congressional district 

state Delaware 19730. code 10 county New Castle 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
_x_ bullding(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_ object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x_ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 

Nft in process 
_ being considered 

Status 
_ occupied 
_x_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
4f-- yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Women's Club of Odessa 

street & number Main Street 

city, town Odessa _ vicinity of 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_ commercial 
-X-- educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_ military 

state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Public Building 

street & number Rodney Square 

One 

code 

_ museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

Delaware 

city, town Wilmington state De law are 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
N""l617 

title Delaware Cultural Resource Survey has this property been determined elegible? _ yes -1L no 

date _ federal _!_ state _ county _ local 

depository for survey records Old State House, The Green, p. o. Box 140] 
< 

city, town Dover state Delaware 19901 



7. Description
Condition Check one Check one

excellent ___ deteriorated X unaltered X__original site
X good 

fair
ruins altered mnv(>ri date
unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

St. Paul's Methodist E^iscx^l Church is situated cai the south side of High 
Street in Odessa, Delaware. It is the c*ily known ecclesiastical building in 
Delaware documented to have been designed by the Philadelphia architect, Samuel 
Sloan.

Though the architect is primarily associated with his Natchez, Mississippi 
domestic dewUings, this is the only known, ncai-domestic structure in Delaware 
that is representative of the architect's interest in the Greek Revival style.

According to official church records, this religious, two-story, 45'X 65', brick 
edifice was begun on August 1, 1851 and was dedicated, fourteen months later on 
October 23, 1852. The same church records indicate that Henry L. and David C. 
Rose, local builders and contractors, completed the structure in accordance 
with Sloan's plans and specifications. Materials, labor and oonstructiOTi costs 
were apparently included in the $3,590 contract.

Samuel Sloan is considered by some architectural historians to be a chief prota
gonist of the new eclectic classic or Greek Revival style which was popular in 
America between 1820 and 1860.

This building is characteristic of the Greek Revival period with its smooth, 
pressed brick facade; its simple, 3X4 bay rectangular form with aspe; its low 
pitched gable roof with full pedimented returns and its trabeated doors and 
windows.

The elcKigated windows located on the north, east and west facades are typical of 
the period. The leaded facade casements may be the original church lights, 
since they typify the style of windows associated with similar religious struc
tures built within the same time frame. According to tradition, stained glass 
windows were installed in Methodist churches late in the nineteenth century . 
Though the original stained glass windows were partially destroyed, the present 
owners have had the windows carefully reconstructed from fragments salvaged 
during the recent stabilization of the building.

■I
'1

Like other large, brick Methodist churches throughout the state, this building 
was designed as a two story structure with a large auditorium and gallery on the 
second floor level and classrooms below. Official church records for St.
Paul's, however, note that a large, religious library was also developed on the 
first floor level in the 1880's.

■a

Church records also indicate that the spacious interior was extensively improved 
between 1857 and 1859 which gave it "... the combined beauty and simplicity which 
made it so attractive." A late nineteenth century photograph of the auditorium 
illustrates a laviously decorated interior with stenciled walls and ceilings; 
wainscotting; carpeted floors; stained glass windows and a large "Tracher" type 
pipe organ in the aspe flanked fluted columns. Church records dated

7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
___x_ good 
_ fair 

Check one 
• _ deteriorated __x_ unaltered 
_ ruins _ altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
x.__ original site 
_ moved date ___________ _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church is situated on the south side of High 
Street in Odessa, Delaware. It is the only known ecclesia9tical building in 
Delaware documented to have been designed by the Philadelphia architect, Samuel 
Sloan. 

Though the architect is primarily asscx::iated with his Natchez, Mississippi 
dcmestic dewllings, this is the only known, non-dcmestic structure in Delaware 
that is representative of the architect's interest in the Greek Revival style. 

According to official church records, this religious, two-story, 45'X 65', brick 
edifice was begun on August 1, 1851 and was dedicated. fourteen nonths later on 
October 23, 1852. The same church records indicate that Henry L. and David C. 
Rose, local builders and contractors, conpleted the structure in accordance 
with Sloan's plans and specifications. Materials, labor and construction costs 
were apparently included in the $3,590 contract. 

Samuel Sloan is considered by sane architectural historians to be a chief prota
gonist of the new eclectic classic or Greek Revival style which was popular in 
America between 1820 and 1860. 

This building is characteristic of the Greek Revival :period with its snooth, 
pressed brick facade; its simple, 3 X 4 bay rectangular form with as:pe; its low 
pitched _gable roof with full pedimented returns and its trabeated doors and 
windows. 

The elongated windows located on the north, east and west facades are typical of 
the :period. The leaded facade casements may be the original church lights, 
since they typify the style of windows asscx::iated with similar religious struc
tures built within the same time frame. According to tradition, stained glass 
windows were installed in Methodist churches late in the nineteenth century. 
Though the original stained glass windows were partially destrg~~! t~e present 
owners have had the windows carefully reconstructed from fragments salvaged 
during the recent stabilization of the building. 

Like other large, brick Methodist churches throughout the state, this building 
was designed as a two story structure with a large auditorium and gallery on the 
second floor level ap.d classroans below. Offici~! }~.hurc;l} . records for St. 
Paul's, however, note that a large, religious library was also developed on the 
first floor level in the 1880's. 

Church recoros also indicate that the spacious interior was extenstye~y ~mproved 
between 1857·' and 185~ which gave it " ... the canbined beauty and simplicity which 
made it so attractive." A late nineteenth century 'photograph of the auditorium 
illustrates a laviously decorated interior with stenciled walls and ceilings; 
wainscotting; car:peted floors; stained glass windows and a large "Tracher" type 
pi:pe organ in the as:pe flanked by fluted columns. Church records dated 
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February 18, 1888 note that the church was valued at $7,000, that the building 
was insured for $4,000 and that the organ was insured for $900.

St. Pauls Methodist Episcopal Church not only represents a documented monumuent 
to its architect and the J^poquinimink Creek community, but serves as a reminder 
that the architectural stlyes which prevailed in Odessa throughout its history, 
continued to be influenced by the Philadelphia style.
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February 18, 1888 note that the church was valued at $7,000, that the building 
was insured for $4,000 and that the organ was insured for $900. 

St. Pauls Methodist Episccpal Church not only represents a documented rronumuent 
to its architect and the Appoquinimink Creek carmunity, but serves as a reminder 
that the architectural stlyes which prevailed in Odessa throughout its history, 
continued to be influenced by the Philadelphia style. 



8. Significance
Period
___ prehistoric

1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_2L_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
. archeology-prehistoric 
. archeology-historic 
. agriculture 
. architecture 
. art
. commerce 
. communications

community planning . landscape architecture_JL religion
. conservation 
. economics
. education
. engineering 
. exploration/settlement 
. industry 
. invention

. law

. literature 

. military 

. music 

. philosophy 

. politics/government

science
sculpture

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect S lck3U-

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Historically, Odessa was dominated hy three principal religious groups; the 
Quakers, Presfcyterians, and Methodists. Though both the Quakers and 
Presbyterians had become established religious facticxis within the community in 
the eighteenth century, Methodism did not emerege there until the 1830's. St. 
Paul's Church, therefore, represents the earliest, tangible structural evidence 
reflecting the development of Methodism within the coninunity.

The town of Odessa is located approximately fifty miles south of Phildelphia, 
which served as a major style center in the eighteenth nineteenth centuries 
and continuously affected the building trends of the town. The village deve
loped in a portion of a tract of land along the banks of the Appoquinimink Creek 
which was granted to Edmund Cantwell in 1676. Throughout the eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries, Odessa was known as Cantwell's Bridge. It quickly 
emerged as a place of considerable economic importance because of its strategic 
location and eventually became a principal grain market. In 1855, the 
community's name was changed from Cantwell's bridge to Odessa, after Odessa, 
Russia, a large grain port on the Black Sea.

New Castle County Deeds record that Joseph Griffith and his wife Ann conveyed 
the present church lot to the church trustees for $30 with the understanding 
that a place of worship would be erected in the premises. This transacticxi 
occured in January 15, 1833. Shortly thereafter, a committee was ^pointed to 
procure materials for the oonstructicxi of a new church. This committee 
apparently purchased an old brick house for $100 and was donated a second brick 
house that had been burned out. The bricks from these two dwelling houses were 
re-used and a 30'X 40' brick, white-^«iashed structure was erected. This church 
was apparently utilized by the Methodists for twenty years until a larger, more 
accomodating structure was needed.

One hundred and ten church officers and subscrubers, many of vrticm were leading

1

Written histories note that the first Methodist services were held in Odessa in 
1831 with seven manbers; Wessel Aldrichs, Rebecca Pogue, Benjamin Fields, Nelscxi 
Naudain, Thcanas Scott, arid James Moore, many of whom were prominent local 
citizens.

Though the members were part of the Smyrna Circuit, they were anxious to hold 
services within the coirmunity. Local services were, therefore, held in an old 
schoolhouse for approximately two years xmtil the structure was sold in order to 
erect a new educational facility .

8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_x_ 1soo-1s99 
_1900-

' ' . 

Areas of Significance-Check · and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning _ landscape architecturei religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation - . law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
___!_ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry • 1 · - politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention •· • . 1 _ other (specify) 

Specific dates / "g',S I - z._ Builder/Architect ~ S lo.a~ 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Historically, Cxlessa was daninated by three principal religious groups: the 
Quakers, Presbyterians, and Methodists. Though both the Quakers and 
Presbyterians had becane established religious factions within the comnlll1ity in 
the eighteenth century, Methodism did not emerege there lll1til the 1830's. St. 
Paul's Church, therefore, represents- the earliest, tangible structural evidence 
reflecting the developnent of Methodism within the carmlll1ity. 

' - l 

The town of Q:lessa is located apprdximately fi f ty miles · sduth of Phi:ld~i1phia, .:.·: ••• , ( -;; 1 

which served as a major style center in the eighte~'ii'tb and nineteenth centuries • • 
and continuously affected the building trends of the town. The village deve-
loped in a portion of a tr~ct of land along the banks of the Appoquinirnink Creek 
which was granted to Edrnl.ll1d Cantwell in 1676. Throughout the eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries, Cxlessa was known as Cantwell's Bridge. It quickly 
e merge d as a place of considerable economic importance because of its strategic 
location and eventually became a principal grain market. In 1855, the 
ccmnl.ll1ity's name was changed fran Cantwell's bridge to Cxlessa, after Q:lessa, 
Russia, a large grain port on the Black Sea. 

Written histories note that the first ~thodist services were held in Q:lessa in 
1831 with seven member~: r?essel Aldrichs, Rebecca Pogue, Benj~in Fields, .Nelspn 
Naudain, Thomas Scott, and James M:x>re, many of whan were "pi aninent local 
citizens. 

\ - - \ J•' I 

Though the members were part of the Smyrna Circuit, they were anxious to hold 
services within the ccmiiunity. local services were, therefore, held in ' an old 
schcx:>lhouse for approximately two years until the structure was sold in order to 
erect a new educational facility. 

New Castle County Deeds record that Joseph Griffith and his wife Ann conveyed 
the present church lot to the church trustees for $30 with the l.ll1derstanding 
that a place of worship would be erected in the premises. This transaction 
occured in January 15, 1833. Shortly thereafter, a coomittee was appointed to 
procure materials for the construction of a new church. This carmittee 
apparently purchased an old brick house for $100 and was donated a second brick 
house that had ·been 'burned out. The bricks fran these two dwelling houses were 
re-used and a 30'X 40' brick, white-washed structure was e:r;ected . . Thii;; church 
was apparently utilized by the Methodists for twenty years lll1til a larger, rrore 
accaoodat~i:ig structure was needed . 

. t· •. I r I • 

One hundred and ten church officers and subscrubers, many of whan were leading 



9. Major Bibliographical References
Documents and records found in corner stone of Old St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Odessa, Delaware.

Records loaned by the new St. Paul's Church, Odessa, Delaware

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property less than ^ acre.

Quadrangle name Mi 1 e t-pwn
UMT References - see continuation sheet
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The nominated property includes <Mily the Building itself.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code

state code county code

11 ■ Form Prepared By
name/title Mrs. Raymond B. Wallace, Chairman, Church Restoration

organization Women's Club of Odessa date April, 1980

street & number Odessa Heights telephone C302) 378-2789

city or town Odessa state Delaware

12, State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state . local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by Heritaw Conservation and Re^eation Service.

Deputy
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Chief, Bureau of Archaeology & Historic Preservation date

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that this property is included In the National Register

y , ,tar date

'M«6eper of the National Register
'O-

Attest:

/

date

: iil

I
Chief of Registration

GPO 936 635
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city or town Odessa state Delaware 
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citizens of the conmunity like the Vandegrifts, Enos, Janviers, Naudains, and
Corbits contributed to the erection of Sloan's church. When the church was
begun, there were approximately one hundred and fifty three members, most of whan 
were among the oie subscribers who had contribmteiS a total of $2,650 towards the 
constructioi of St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church.

Services were held in St. Paul's Church for over 100 years until a newer, more
convenient, brick structure was erected oi Main Street in 1955. Since that 
time, St. Pauls Church has been abandoned and has continued to decay. In 1974, 
the Wbmen's Club of Odessa obtained ownership of the property and since that 
time has been actively involved with the stabilization and restoration of the 
structure. The building is being rehabilitated to accomodate a local museum and 
cultural center. Plans indicated that it will display artifacts and documents 
which relate directly to the building of the church and relate to the historical 
development of the oormunity.
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citizens of the cornnunity like the Vandegrifts, Enos, Janviers, Naudains, and 
Corbits contributed to the erection of Sloan's church. When the church was 
begun, there were approximately one hundred and fifty three members, rcost of whan 
were arcong the one subscribers who had contributed a total of $2,650 ta,,ards the 
construction of St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Services were held in St. Paul's Church for CNer 100 years until a newer, rcore 
convenient, brick structure was erected on Main Street in 1955. Since that 
time, St. Pauls Church has been abandoned and has continued to decay. In 1974, 
the WOrnen's Club of Cxlessa obtained CMnership of the property and since that 
time has been actively involved with the stabilization and restoration of the 
structure. The building is being rehabilitated to accaoodate a local nusetnn and 
cultural center. Plans indicated that it will display artifacts and documents 
which relate directly to the building of the church and relate to the historical 
development of the cx::mnunity. 
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Geographic Data

The Middletown U.S.G.S. map does not contain UTM references. The 
geographic coordinates are as follows: 39 27' 25" Latitude

75 39' 36" Longitude
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"I ■ Haine Old St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church

For HCRS use oniy 
received y li-’w ^

MAY’ig 1982

historic

and/or common

2. Location
street & number

^---
-Se^itiV"S-ide-of High Street not for publication

city, town Odessa vicinity of congressional district One

state Delaware 19730 code 10 _ county New Castle code 002

3. Classification
Category 

• district
X building(s) 

structure 
site 
object

Ownership
public 

■X- private 
both

Public Acquisition
in process 
being considered

Status
occupied

X unoccupied 
work in prooress 

Accessible
X yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no

Present Use
agriculture
commercial

X__educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
orivate residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

4. Owner of Property
name Women's Club of Odessa

street & number Main Street

city, town Odessa . vicinity of state Delaware

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Public Etiilding

street & number Rodney Square

city, town WiliTiington state De laware

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
N-1617

title Delaware Cultural Rpsourop has this property been determined elegible? -----yes .^no

date . federal ^ state . county . local

depository for survey records pid State House, The Green^ P.O. Rov 14m

city, town Dover state Delav.-are 19901
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aces 
For HC ::: use on y 

f'e ei ·ed 

fate entered MAY 13-1982 
it. .i . .-:.,;..;..... • 

1 . ame Old St. Paul I s Methodist Episcopal Church 

historic 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street & number 

city, town Odessa _ vicinity of congressional district 

state Delaware 19730 code 10 county New Castle 

.-3. Classification 
Category 
__ • _ district 
_x_ building(s) 
__ structure 
__ site 
___ object 

Ownership 
___ public 
_x_ pr ivate 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 

Status 
_ _ occupied 
__x_ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
-1r yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

, 4. • Owner of Property 

name Women's Club of Odessa 

street & number !v';ain Street 

city, town Odessa _ vicinity of 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
X-- educational 
_ entertainment 
_ _ government 
_ _ industrial 
_ _ military 

state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Public Building 

street & number Rodney Square 

_ not for publication 

One 

code 002 

__ museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
__ other: 

Delaware 

city, town Wilmington state De la ware 

6. Re resentation in Existing Surveys 
N.,.1617 

title Delaware Cultural Resource survey has this property been determined elegible? _ _ yes ...1L no 

date _ federal ~ state __ county __ local 

depository for survey records Old State House, The Green, P. o. Box l 40) 

city, town Dove .,... state Delav:are 19901 



7. Description
Condition 
___ excellent
JL.good 
___fair

Check one
deteriorated X unaltered
ruins ------altered
unexposed

Check one
X— original site 
------moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

St. Paul's Methodist E$>iscopal Church is situated on the south side of High 
Street in Odessa, Delaware. It is the caily known ecclesiastical building in 
Delaware documented to have been designed by the Philadelphia architect, Samuel 
Sloan.

Though the architect is primarily associated with his Natchez, Mississippi 
domestic dewUings, this is the only known, ncxi-domestic structure in Delaware 
that is representative of the architect's interest in the Greek Revival style.

According to official church records, this religious, two-story, 45'X 65', brick 
edifice was begun on August 1, 1851 and was dedicated fourteen months later on 
October 23, 1852. The same church records indicate that Henry L. and David C. 
Rose, local builders and contractors, coirpleted the structure in accordance 
with Sloan's plans and specifications. Materials, labor and construction costs 
were apparently included in the $3,590 contract.

Samuel Sloan is considered by sane architectural historians to be a chief prota
gonist of the new eclectic classic or Greek Revival style which was popular in 
America between 1820 and 1860.

This building is characteristic of the Greek Revival period with its smooth, 
pressed brick facade; its simple, 3X4 bay rectangular form with aspe; its low 
pitched gable roof with full pedimented returns and its trabeated doors and 
windows.

The elongated windows located on the north, east and west facades are typical of 
the period. The leaded facade casements may be the original church lights, 
since they typify the style of windows associated with similar religious struo- 
tures built within the same time frame. According to tradition, stained glass 
windows were installed in Methodist churches late in the nineteenth century . 
Though the original stained glass windows were partially destroyed, the present 
owners have had the windows carefully recOTistructed from fragments salvaged 
during the recent stabilization of the building.

Like other large, brick Methodist churches throughout the state, this building -■ 
was designed as a two story structure with a large auditorium and gallery on the 
second floor level and classrooms below. Official church records for St.
Paul's, however, note that a large, religious library was also developed on the
first floor level in the 1880's.

Church records also indicate that the spacious interior was extensively inroroved 
between 1857 and 1859 which gave it "... the combined beauty and simplicity which 
made it so attractive." A late nineteenth century photograph of the auditorium 
illustrates a laviously decorated interior with stenciled walls and ceilings; 
wainscotting; carpeted floors; stained glass windows and a large "Tracher" type 
pipe organ in the aspe flanked by fluted columns. Church records dated

- 'Jv
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Condition 
_excellent 
_x___good 
_ fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _x_ unaltered 
_ ru ins _ altered 
_ unexposed 

Check one 
x__ orig inai site 
_ moved date ___________ _ 

De scribe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

I 

St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church is situated on the south side of High 
Street i n QJessa, Delaware. It is the only known ecclesiastical building in 
Delaware documented to have been designed by the Philadelphia architect, Samuel 
Sloan. • 

Though the architect is primarily associated with his Natchez, Mississippi 
danestic dewllings, this is the ooly known, non-domestic structure in Delaware 
that is representative of the architect's interest in the Greek Revival style. 

A...r-cording to official church records, this religious, two-story, 45'X 65', brick 
edifice was begun on August 1, 1851 and was dedicated fourteen nonths later on 
October 23, 1852. The same church records indicate that Henry L. and David C. 
Rose, local bui lders and contractors, corrpleted the structure in accordance 
with Sloan's plans and specifications. Materials, labor and construction costs 
were apparently included in the $3,590 contract. 

Samuel Sloan i s considered by some architectural historians to be a chief prota
gonist of the new eclectic classic or Greek Revival style which was p::>pular in 
~..rnerica between 1820 and 1860. 

This building is characteristic of the Greek Revival period with its srrooth, 
pressed brick facade; its simple, 3 X 4 bay rectangular form with aspe; its low 
pitched _gable roof with full pedimented returns and its trabeated doors and 
windc:Ms. 

T'ne elongated wi:idoos located on the north, east and west facades are typical of 
t he period. The leaded facade casements may be the original church lights, 
since they typify the style of windows associated with similar religious struc
tures built within the same time frame. According to tradition, stained glass 
windc:Ms were installed in Methodist churches late in the nineteenth century. 
Though the original stained glass windows were partially destroyed, the present 
CMners have had the windows carefully reconstructed from fragments salvaged 
during the recent stabilization of the building. 

Like other large, brick Methodist churches throughout the state, this building ·.' 
was designed as a two story structure with a large auditorium and gallery on the 
second floor level and cl assrcx:ms below. Official church records for St. 
Paul's, however, note that a large, religious library was .also developed on the 
first floor level in the 1880's. 

Church records also indicate that the spacious interior was extensively improved 
between 1857 . and 1859 which gave i t " ... the canbined beauty and simplicity which 
made it so attractive." A late nineteenth century photograph of the auditorium 
illust r ates a laviously decorated interior with stenciled walls and ceilings; 
wainscotting; carpeted floors; stained glass windoos and a large "Tracher" type 
pipe organ in the aspe flanked by fluted columns. Church records dated 
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February 18, 1888 note that the church was valued at $7,000, that the building 
was insured for $4,000 and that the organ was insured for $900.

St. Pauls Methodist Episcopal Church not only represents a documented nonumuent 
to its architect and the /^jpoquinimink Creek conmunity, but serves as a reminder 
that the architectural stlyes which prevailed in Odessa throughout its history, 
continued to be influenced ty the Philadelphia style.
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February 18, 1888 note that the church was valued at $7,000, that the building 
was insured for $4,000 and that the organ was insured for $900. 

St. Pauls Methodist Episcopal Church not only represents a documented rronumuent 
to its architect and the Appog:uinimink Creek carmunity, but serves as a reminder 
that the architectural stlyes which prevailed in O::lessa throughout its history, -
continued to be influenced by the Philadelphia style. 

,, 



E. SEcmificsnce
Period
___ prehistoric

 1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_2L_1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify beiow
. archeology-prehistoric 
. archeology-historic 
. agriculture 
. architecture 
. art
. commerce 
. corhmunications

. community planning 

. conservation 

. economics 

. education 

. engineering 

. exploration settlement 

. industry 

. invention

landscape architecture, 
law
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

. politics/government

. religion 
science 

. sculpture 

. social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (soecify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Historically, Odessa was doninated by three principal religious groups: the 
Quakers, Presbyterians, and Methodists. Though both the Quakers and 
Presbyterians had become established religious factions within the community in 
the eighteenth century, Methodism did not emerege there until the 1830's. St. 
Paul's Church, therefore, represents the earliest, tangible structural evidence 
reflecting the development of Methodism within the connunity.

The town of Odessa is located approximately fifty miles south of Phildelphia, 
which served as a major style center in,the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 
and continuously affected the building trends of the town. The village deve
loped in a portion of a tract of land along the banks of the Appoquinimink Creek 
which v;as granted to Edmund Cantwell in 1676. Tnroughout the eighteenth and 
e^ly nineteenth centuries, Odessa was known as Cantwell's Bridge. It quickly 
emerged as a place of considerable econcxnic iinportance because of its strategic 
location and eventually became a principal grain market. In 1855, the 
corrmunity's name was changed from Cantwell's bridge to Odessa, after Odessa,
Russia, a large grain port oi the Black Sea.

*
Written histories note that the first Methodist services were held in Odessa in 
1831 with seven members: Wessel Aldrichs, Rebecca Pogue, Benjamin Fields, Nelson 
Naudain, Thomas Scott, arid James Moore, many of whom were prominent local 
citizens.

Though the members were part of the Snyrna Circuit, they were anxious to hold 
services within the community. Local services were, therefore, held in an old 
schoolhouse for approximately two years until the structure was sold in order to 
erect a new educational facility .

New Castle County Deeds record that Joseph Griffith and his wife Ann conveyed 
the present church lot to the church trustees for $30 with the understanding 
that a place of worship would be erected in the premises. This transaction 
occured in January 15, 1833. Shortly thereafter, a caimittee was appointed to 
procure materials for the oonstructicxi of a new church. This committee 
apparently purchased an old brick house for $100 and was donated a second brick 
house that had been burned out. The bricks from these two dwelling houses were 
re-used and a 30'X 40' brick, white-washed structure was erected. This church 
was apparently utilized by the Methodists for twenty years until a larger, more 
accoTodating structure was needed.
One hundred and ten church officers and subscrubers, many of vhom were leading

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_x_ 1 800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify be low 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ commun ity pla nning _ landscape architecturei religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_ agriculture _ economics _ literature _ sculpture 
~ architecture _ education _ military _ socia l/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ explorat ion/settlement _ philosophy _ theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _ other (soecify) 

Builder/Architect 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

Historically, oaessa was dominated by three principal religious groups: the 
Quakers, Presbyterians, and Methodists. Though both the Quakers and 
Presbyterians had becane established religious factions within the corrrnunity in 
the eighteenth century, Methodism did not emerege there until the 1830's. St. 
Paul's Church, therefore, represents the earliest , tangible structural evidence 
reflecting the development of Methodism within t he community. 

The town of oaessa is located approximately fifty miles south of Phildelphia, 
which served as a major style center in.the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries 
and continuously affected the building trends of the town. The village deve-

•. loped in a portion of a tract of land along the banks of the Appoquinimink Creek 
which was granted to Edmund Cantwell in 1676. Tnroughout the eighteenth and 
e?I"lY nineteenth centuries, O:lessa was kneoo1 as Cantwell' s Bridge. It quickly 

- e merged as a place of considerable economic imp:)rtance because of its strategic 
location ap.d eventually became a principal grain market. In 1855, the 
community's name was changed fran Cantwell's bridge to Odessa, after O:lessa, 
Russia, a large grain port on the Black Sea . 

• 
Written histories note that the first Methodist services were held in Odessa in 

, 183l with seven members: Wessel Aldrichs, Rebecca Pogue, Benjamin Fields, Nelson 
Naudain, Thomas Scott, arid James M:x:>re, many of whom were praninent local 
citizens. 

Though the members were part of the Smyrna Circuit, they were anxious to hold 
services within the comnunity. local services were, therefore, held in an old 
schoolhouse for approximately two years until the structure was sold in order to 
erect a new educational facility. 

Ne.w Castle County Deeds record that Joseph Griffith and his wife Ann conveyed 
the pr~sent church lot to the church trustees for $30 with the understanding 
that a place of \I.Urship would be erected in the premises. This transaction 
occured in January 15, 1833. Shortly thereafter, a comnittee was app:::>inted to 
procure materials for the construction of a new church. This canmittee 
apparently purchased an old brick house for $100 and was donated a second brick 
house that had been burned out. The bricks fran these two dwelling houses were 
re-used and a 30'X 40' brick, white-washed structure was erected. This church 
was apparently utilized by the Methodists for twenty years until a larger, rrore 
accorrodating structure was needed. 

One hundred and ten church officers and subscrcl:>ers, rra.ny of whan were leading 
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Doc-j^nents and records found in corner stone of Old St. Paul's Metr.cdrso Eriscccai Church 
Odessa, Delaware. ~ ~ '

Eecords loaned by the new St. Paul's Church, Odessa, Delaware'

10. GeographEcal Data
Acreage of nominated property •*:han ^
Quadrangle name M-;
UMT References see continuation sheet
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The ncnvinated property includes only the building itself.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state ______ _____________________ Mde county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
nametitle Mrs. Raymond B. Wallace, Chairman, Church Restcration

organization Women's Club of Odessa date April, 1380

street & number Odessa Heights telephone C3G2) 378-2789 I
city or town Odessa state De lav-axe

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 

^ according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Herita^ Conserva^n and Rec/eation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

titjg Chief, Bureau of Archaeology & Historic Preseirs'ation /
date

■I
For HCRS use only

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

date
Keeosr of the National Register 

Attest; date
:hief of Registration

Dcc-.:1..1'\'e:r: ts and records fou..r1d i n corner stone of Old S t . Paul' s Me ti.cc":.:..=--:. E."fisc::_;;2..2. c:r.urch , 
Od€3s~, Delaware. 

Re corcs loaned by the new St. Paul's Church, Odessa, Delaware 

1 o. aphical Data . . -
,..~- ·· ~ ~ r ,- ~ .. · 

I • ,. Acreage of nominated property leslil than ¼ acre. 
Quadrangle name __.M.-i..._A..._d .... l .... e.a-t .... a .... \.,..,m...__ 
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~ l ;. cQuadran le scale-:l:2~,000 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

The nominated property includes only the ouilding itself. 

Lii;t all states and counties for prope"rties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11 . F rm Prepared By 

name 'title Mrs. Raymond B. Wallace, Chairman, Church Restoration 

-
organization Women's Club of Odessa date April, 1'38 ':l 

street & number Odessa Heights telephone (3 02) 3i8-2789 

city or town Odessa state Delaware 

I. 
I I 

I 

. ' ... 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of th is property within the state is: 

·-- national _!_ state __ local 

t itle Chief, B
0

ureau of Archaeology & Historic Preservation 

For H RS use only 
I h'I!reby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

Kee»G~ ot he National Register 

Attest: 

CJ-. ·et of Registration 

date 

date 

date 
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citizens of the canmunity like the Vandegrifts, Enos, Janviers, Naudains, and 
Corbits contributed to the erection of Sloan's church. When the church was 
begun, there were approximately one hundred and fifty three members, most of whan 
were among the one subscribers who had contributed a total of $2,650 towards the 
constructicai of St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church.

Services were held in St. Paul's Church for over 100 years until a newer, more 
convenient, brick structure was erected an Main Street in 1955. Since that 
time, St. Pauls Church has been abandoned and has continued to decay. In 1974, 
the Women's Club of Odessa obtained ownership of the property and since that 
time has been actively involved with the stabilization and restoration of the 
structure. The building is being rehabilitated to acccxtodate a local museum and 
cultural center. Plans indicated that it will display artifacts and documents 
which relate directly to the building of the church and relate to the historical 
development of the community.
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FHR-4-300 (1 1-78) 

P nited States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

2 na egister of Historic Places 
inven ory- omination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 8 

For HCRS use only 
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received 

date entered 

Page 

citizens of the community like the Vandegrifts, Enos, Janviers, Naudains, and 
Corbits contributed to the erection of Sloan's church. When the church was 
begun, there were approximately one hundred and fifty three members, rrost of whan 
were among the one subscribers who had contributed a total of $2,650 tavards the 
construction of St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church. 

Services were held in St. Paul's Church for aver 100 years until a newer, rrore 
convenient, brick structure was erected on Main Street in 1955. Since that 
time, St. Pauls Church has been abandoned and has continued to decay. In 1974, 
the women's Club of OOessa obtained avnership of the property and since that 
time has been actively involved with the stabilization and restoration of the 
structure. The building is being rehabilitated to accorrodate a local museum and 
cultural center. Plans indicated that it will display artifacts and documents 
which relate directly to the building of the church and relate to the historical 
development of the community. • 
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Geograohic Data

The Middletown U.S.G.S. map does not contain UH4 references. The 
geographic coordinates are as follows; 39 27' 25" Latitude

75 39' 36" Longitude
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The Middletown U.S.G.S. map does not contain UIM references. The 
geographic coordinates are as follows: 39 27 ' 25" Latitude 

75 39 ' 36" Longitude 
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National Register of Historic Places 
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Clarifications Requested 3/31/81

The nominated property includes only the building on its foundations, cited in 
the item 7 description as measuring 45 X 65 feet. Only the building itself is 
maintained under the present, secular ownership. The structure is bounded on 
its immediate north by the public street and on the other three sides by a ceme- 
tary, still owned and maintained by a religious institution, St. Paul’s M.E. 
Church.

NPS Form 10-900-a 
(7-81) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Verbal Boundary Description Item number 10 

Clarifications Requested 3/31/81 

Page 1 

The nominated property includes only the building on its foundations, cited in 
the item 7 description as measuring 45 X 65 feet. Only the building itself is 
maintained under the present, secular ownership. The structure is bounded on 
its immediate north by the public street and on the other three sides by a ceme
tary, still owned and maintained by a religious institution, St. Paul's M.E. 
Church. 
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Name: St. Paul's Methodis t 

Location: Odessa, Delaware 

Photor;r.:.;;her: Jon Andress 
DE· <;: 10/8 0 

Episcopal Church 

DEC 1 9 1980 

' c, s::, ·· ~ o.,:· lfogative· Di v of Hi t • 
Affairs, B/A&HP Old. St t. s oric al & Cultural 
,, , . . . . . ' a e House Th G ,Jc,a,,. :: .. · un · Front f . , e reen, Dover , . . acade; main e ntrance 

Photograph Number : lo:{ 6 
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Name: St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church 

Location: Odessa, Delaware 

Photoc-ranher: Jon Andress 
D2·i:::,: 10/80 
Lc-::2. • .- ,J~ Hegative: Div. of Historical & Cultural 

Affairs, B/A&HP, Old State House, The Green , Dover, Del. 
se~-r1,t1o3 : front facade; detail of front door 

Photograph Number: 2 of 6 





Name: St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church 

Location: Odessa, Delaware 

Photo';ranher: Jon Andres s 
D[.·e. 10/80 
L0 • c, f Negative: Div. of Historic:;al & Cul tural 

Affai rs/B/A&HP , Old State House, The Green, Dover , Del. 
•)c;,.,c:r'_, c. i c ·1 : west wall; stained glass windows 

Photograph Number: 3 of 6 





Name: St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church 

Location: Odessa, Delaware 

Photoc-ranher: Jen Andress 
Date: 10/80 
Loco.L e;·. of Negative: Div. of Historical & Cultural 
Affairs, B/A&HP, Old State House, The Green, Dover, Del. 
Descript.l.Oi1 : rear wall and west wall 

Photograph Number: 4 of 6 





Name: St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church 

Location: Odessa, Delaware 

Photo:;raphcr: Jon Andress 
D2:~e: 10/80 
Lo cat:jor, of Negat ive: Div. of Historical & Cultural 

Affairs, B/A&HP, Old State House , The Green , Dover , Del. 
De nc:;.·ii,tion : rear wall 

Phot ograph Number : 5 of 6 





Name: St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church 

Location: Odessa, Delaware 

Phot 0r:;-rapher: Jon Andress 
1), i:: . 10/80 
l.r)~,' .. · ·> o.f Negative: Div. of Historical & Cultural 

Affairs, ' B/A&HP, Old State House , The Green , Dover , Del. 
Dc:1c .. ,, _ '.on : interior; main auditorium 

Photograph Number: 6 of 6 
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February 9, 1982

Ms. Carol Shull
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Pension Building 
440 G. Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:

I enclose forms nominating the following properties to the National Register 
of Historic Preservation.

B.F. Hanson House 
Matthew Lowber House 
Coombe Historic District 
The Short Homestead 
Old St. Paul's M.E. Church

The Hanson house nomination is an initial submission; the other four were 
previously submitted to you and were returned for renotification and/or work. 
Requested clarifications have been made, auid all owners have been renotified 
in accordance with the new National Register regulations. No owner objections 
have been received from any of the above listed nominations.

If you have questions concerning these nominations, please contact Patricia 
Wright of my staff.

Sincerely yours, ^

Daniel R. Griffith 
Chief, Bureau of Archaeology & 
Historic Preservation

•■y'-

enclosures

- .. ,) 

February 9, 1982 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 
Pension Building 
440 G. Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

I enclose forms nominating the following properties to the National Register 
of Historic Preservation. 

B.F. Hanson House 
Matthew Lowber House 
Coombe Historic District 
The Short Homestead 
Old St. Paul's M.E. Church 

The Hanson house nomination is an initial submission; the other four were 
previously submitted to you and were returned for renotification and/or work. 
Requested clarifications have been made, and all owners have been renotified 
in accordance with the new National Register regulations. No owner objections 
have been received from any of the above listed nominations. 

If you have questions concerning these nominations, please contact Patricia 
Wright of my staff. 

Sinc7y yo?A~<; • 

/ ~ / \~I v -r . 
Daniel R. Griffith 
Chief, Bureau of Archaeology & 
Historic Preservation 

enclosures 



BUREAU OF ARCHAEOLOGY AND 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION

STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS
OLD STATE HOUSE • THE GREEN • DOVER • 19901 

(302) 736-5685

April 12, 1982

Ms. Carol Shull
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:

I enclose a form nominating the Old St. Paul’s M.E. Church in Odessa to the 
National Register of Historic Places. This form was submitted in Delaware under 
the new National Register regulations, and returned for technical corrections 
and clarifications March 31, 1982. The requested amendments have been made. If 
there are further questions regarding this nomination, please contact Patricia 
Wright of my staff.

Sincerely yours.

Daniel R. Griffith 
Chief, Bureau of Archaeology 
and Historic Preservation

enclosure

^CEIVED

STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 
OLD STATE HOUSE • THE GREEN • DOVER • 19901 

BUREAU OF ARCHAEOLOGY ANO 

HISTORIC PRESERVATION 

April 12, 1982 

Ms. Carol Shull 

(302) 736-5685 

Acting Keeper of the National Register 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

I enclose a form nominating the Old St. Paul's M.E. Church in Odessa to the 
National Register of Historic Places. This form was submitted in Delaware under 
the new National Register regulations, and returned for technical corrections 
and clarifications March 31, 1982. The requested amendments have been made. If 
there are further questions regarding this nomination, please contact Patricia 
Wright of my staff. 

Sincerely yours, 

Mt~ 
Daniel R. Griffith 
Chief, Bureau of Archaeology 

and Historic Preservation 

enclosure 



The cornerstone of Old St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal 
Church was laid in August 1851. The building replaced a 
smaller brick church on the same site which had been 
built soon after 1832, the year the Methodist Church of 
Cantwell's Bridge (Odessa) was founded . 

The contractor and builder of Old St. Paul's was _Henry 
L. Rose, and the contract was taken at $3,950.00. The 
architect was Samuel G. Sloan of Philadelphia. 

Samuel Sloan (1815-1884) wrote books on architecture and 
was well known in Philadelphia and the South where he 
designed many houses, hospitals and churches. The Bank 
of Delaware on Odessa's Main St. and almo.s.t certainly the 
Gantt W. Miller house on High Street are other local ex
amples of his work. 

Though celebrated for its 18th century houses, Odessa 
boasts distinguished structures of the Federal and Vic
torian eras. Among the latter groups, Old St. Paul's is the 
outstanding example. Its reposeful solidity attests to the 
success of Methodism in Delaware, a religious movement 
which established itself in the state during the American 
Revolution. In temple form, the building represents the 
very end of the Federal, or American Classical style. In 
additon, the proportions of the lofty central doorway have 
a weight and dignity typical of the "Egyptian Style", a 
cross current of American taste at this time. After wor
shipping for over a hundred years in Old St. Paul's, the 
Methodists moved into a new brick church on Main St., 
Odessa, in 1955. 

The Women's Club of Odessa now owns the old church 
and has under.taken as a Bicentennial Project its repair 
and stabilization. Progress to date includes reroofing the 
church and the restoration of the stained glass windows. 
Augmenting the work oI the Women's Club are grants from 
the State of Delaware and other government agencies. 

It is planned to make the building a cultural center, 
though efforts at the present time are centered on saving 
from decay this distinguished monument, a candidate for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Contributions to this continuing project may be sent to 
Mrs. Raymond B. Wallace, Chairman, Church Restoration 
Project, Women's Club of Odessa, Odessa, Delaware 19730. 



'l i-iAT OLD BAT C11 u RCH 

definitions applied to chis building for it could not have been an attractive 
sight. Regardless of its appearance, a few, faith-filled Methodists were able 
to provide a house of worship and, according to Hice, the building was 
used for twenty years.69 

Methodism was clearly catching on. By 1849 attendance had grown 
to one hundred fifcy-rh1·ee members at the Brickbat Church. Its walls were 
bursting and the church was ready to expand. Through hard work and 
determination, those few folks had brought Methodism to Odessa. Now 
their success served to instill the congregation with confidence to construct 
a still-larger house of worship. 

ST. PAm.'s METHODIST EPISCOPAL C11uRCH ON H1G11 STREET 

That Old Bat Church was demolished in 1851 to make room for the 
new St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church on High Street, but part of it 
still survives! 'Ihere are two kinds of brick-laying on the building's two
story exterior: a smooth fa,;ade, and a version of brickbat on the other three 
sides. According to a 5ou, Anniversary Bulletin, brich from the Brickbat 
Church were used in the foundation of this new church. 70 

Samuel G. Sloan, of Philadelphia, was the architect who chose 
the Greek Revival style for this building, according to Madeline Hite. 
Construction began on August 1, 1851, and the building was dedicated 
fourteen months later. Local builders Henry and Davis Rose completed 
the stmcture. The total contract price was $3,950. Stained glass windows, 
popular in this time period, were installed.7 t 

The upper level had a large worship area; the first floor had one large 
classroom and two smaller rooms. A library containing five hundred books 
was added to one of these smaller rooms. This new building took on the 
name of St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church (hereafter caJled "St. 
Paul's"), 

Money to build the church did not appear to be a problem. In a 
paper written in 1980 by Deboral1 Smith and located in che library of the 
Historic Odessa Foundation, she stated: 

34 

The erection of St. Paul's church, an important addition to the town, 
seems to have excited civic pride. Contributing to it, and to the minister'., 
salary in 1853, seems to have been considered a civic duty by many 
who were not themselves Methodists. Of 78 white families in Odessa in 
1.850, over half ( 44) contributed to it or to the pastor's salary in 1853. 

Tm, METflODISTS 

St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church on High St reet. 2015 

(This included all but one of the towns' seven wealthiest men (based on 
real estate values given on census). The exception was tl,e local "infidel"). 
But only one third (26) of the white families actually sent members to 
the Sabbath School classes (none of the 7 wealthiest men attcnded).72 

Wouldn't it be interesting to know who that "infidel" was of whom 
sl1e spoke~ Howt:ver, we do know there were two very loyal and influential 
gentlemen with close ties to St. Paul's: Methodist Bishop Lt:vi Scott 
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(1802-1882) and Delaware Chief Justice and former Congressman 
Charles B. Lore (1831-1911). 

Chief Justice Lore was born in Odessa and attended public schools 
in Middletown. He was twenty-two when the church was built and most 
likely attended St. Paul's for he was Methodist and was ultimately buried in 
St. Paul's cemetery. He became a lawyer and was admitted to the Delaware 
Bar in 1861. Although during his adult years he Lived in Wilmington, he 
always maintained a love for Odessa. He was elected Attorney General for 
Delaware in 1869, then served as U.S. Representative in Washington from 
1883 - 1887, and was later appointed as Delaware's Chief Justice in 1893.73 

In his aforementioned 1901 "History of Odessa" talk given at the 
re-opening of St. Paul's after some renovations, Lore emphasized the 
importance to the community of Bishop Levi Scott, a preacher born 
in 1802 in a log house on the banks of the Appoquinimink Creek near 
Cantwell's Bridge. Levi's father, a local preacher, died that same year, 
leaving his mother to raise three small children. She took the children co 
church each Sunday and taught them to pray and read the Bible daily. In 
1826, Levi became an itinerant preacher. Levi must have had considerable 
influence over his brother, Thomas, as 1homas is listed as one of those who 
took part in the decision to build the Brickbat Church. Levi eventually was 
elected Bishop at the Methodist General Conference in Boston in 1852.74 

In that same year, Bishop Scott preached at the dedication of St. Paul's 
Methodist Episcopal Church in his hometown to the proud delight of 
those present. Levi spent the final twenty years of his life at his birthplace 
along the Appoquinimink Creek, which he had named"Itinerants' Lodge:' 
Quoting from Lore's speech, "I regard Levi Scott as one of the greatest men 
this peninsula has produced, measuring him by all the rules of elemental 
manhood:'75 Surely having such a prominent, successful Methodist living 
nearby lent influence to the success of this church. 

At a meeting in 1860, a decision was made to "build a parsonage, 
the whole cost of building, including ground, pump and all necessary 
surroundings not to exceed twenty five hundred dollars, providing the 
ground does not exceed three hundred dollars:'76 The committee agreed 
to begin building when they had $1,800, and not before. However, once 
the pledges totaled $1,342, they struck the former resolution and began 
to build. The pastor received a salary of $600 per year at chis time. The 
parsonage was located adjacent to the church.n This parsonage is still 
standing today but is privately owned. 

Old records show that Sabbath school, which was held four nights a 
week, recorded a Monday night attendance increase from twenty-nine in 
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St. Paul's Parsonage from 1860s to 1959. 2015 

1853 to forty-five in 1856. In 1857 the Tuesday night class also had forty
five members. S~ith writes that 'J\ttendance at Sabbath School again 
should not be attributed to religious fervor alone. Young people may have 
atte~ded primarily to meet members of the opposite sex at an acceptable 
settmg, or perhaps only because of parental insistence:' Additionaliy, Smith 
states,"personal preference for a particular minister, and social conventions 
were most likely as important factors as ideology in the selection and 
attendance of clmrch:'78 Smith may have been correct as to their reasons 
for attending, but she missed the important part: the people came, were 
shown the love of God and Jesus Ch1·ist, and many continued to attend for 
the church continued to grow. 
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By 1880 attendance did fall but was defended in a most humorous 
way in the church records, as follows: 

Mosquitoes and hot weather are intended to subserve good purposes 
of Divine Providence- and we may really misjudge the results of contact 
with either-it is unfair to decide that a man is a wicked sinner because 
he strikes viciously at a mosquito which is biting him-as it is to conclude 
that a church or Sunday School is dead because it is inclined to quietness 
when the thermometer is reaching both hands for the 100° mark-it 
cannot be denied that we have been rather quiet during the last quarter. 
Congregation not so full- Sunday School not so well attended-Climes 
reduced to almost nothing.''19 

Indeed, it must have been the heat and those darn skeeters for by June 
1882 the Sunday School membership was two hundred twenty-five with 
average attendance of one hundred twenty-five. By February 1883, the 
Treasurer reported that for the first time in thirty years, the parsonage and 
church were debt free. That same year the iron fence and brick sidewalks 
were added as well as a new heater for the parsonage. 80 

Interior St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church on High Street 1980 
/mQge: Notional Pork Service 
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After 35 years of respectful but constant use, St. Paul's was in need 
of repairs. These repairs were made over the next fifteen years. In 1885, 
a Tracker Organ "with ten ranks of pipe and a walnut case" was added at 
a cost of $900,

81 
That same year, the envelope system was instituted for 

financial giving and is still in use today. By 1888, the church was valued at 
$7,000, the parsonage at $3,000. 

Graveyar? at St Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church 0 11 High Street 1980 
Image: National Park Service ' 

~s was customary in the 18•b and 19'" centuries, a cemetery was 
provided around the perimeter of the church building. Zebley states that 
the oldest tombstone he found was that of Rachel Hays, who died 

011 
September 21, 1838, during the days of the Brickbat Church.82 The most 
recent tombstone is that of Fred Kielkopf. who died on November 6 2011 
All I • h ' ' • 

ots m t e cemetery a.re now sold. A tall memorial monument marking 
th~ g~ave of Chief Justice Charles Lore stands to the right of rhe church 
building. 

In 1901, Lore, speaking at the consecration of the refurbished 
c~urch, quoted the Rev. Andrew Manship, "I do not wish to speak to the 
disparagement of other churches in Delaware, but I am compelled to say, 
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this in my opinion, is unsurpassed for neatness, substamiability, suitability 
and beauty. One of the most interesting things about it is its freedom from 
debr:• Commenting on du: people at St, Paul's, Manship quoted scripture 
saying, "they delighted to do justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
their Gud,"83 

It was these just and humble people who accomplished so much: yet 
little, if anything, is recorded in church histories concerning rhe activities 
of its members. In the church, each individual is valued equally before 
God. While it is impossible to name every member, those mentioned here 
are provided from stories abour those who lived in the 20'1, century as told 
to the writer during personal interviews. Of course, the people worshiped 
together, studied rhe scriptures, helped the poor and needy, and contributed 
to missions, but they also enjoyed one another's company, as you will see. 

By the 1940's rhe families of St. Paul's looked forward to the annual 
church picnic held at White Crystal Beach, in Earlville, Maryland, 
Everyone packed a picnic Lunch, the kids swam in tlu: Elk River, and rhe 
Harry Mc Natt fumily furnished ice cream for all. The annual vacation Bible 
school brought children to Sr. Paul's from as far away as Taylors Brdge. 

\Veddings were exciting church events in those days and many folks 
remember one of the larger weddings at St. Paul's Church-of Catherine 
"Dissie" TI1ornton (1918-2014) and Philcmon "Phil" Lloyd Sheats (1916-
1981) on June 14, 1939. Dissie was a life-time member at St. Paul's, having 
entered in their Cradle Roll Department. She began teaching Sunday 
School at the early age of 14 and eventually became the Sunday School 
Superintendent. Their daughter, Ann Van Ogtrop, relates rhat her mother 
was such a petite person, she weighed only 100½-pounds on the day of 
her wedding-so she actually had to purchase a girl's conGrmarion dress 
for use as her wedding gown. Phil and Dissie had just $40 between them at 
the rime and spent it on a honeymoon in Atlantic Ciry, BUT ... they could 

buy dinner for only 35 cents!M 
Another memorable wedding was that of Odessa residents Helen 

(1917-2014) and Harry McNatt (1916-2014). Harry, too, was a life
long member of Sr. Paul's, At the young age of seventeen, he was already 
the Sunday School Superintendent. He sang in the choir for over eighty 
years. His wife, Helen, had attended Drawyers Presbyterian Church in 
her childhood days. Harry and Helen's wedding on August 22, 1947, 
was quite the love story! H arry spied Helen at a high school basketball 
game in which she was playing-and thought she was pretty cute. She 
was sixteen and they had their first date shortly thereafter. Once they had 
dared for several years, Harry asked for Helen's hand in marriage. Helen 
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was a very independent woman, then operating a hair salon. H aving been 
exposed to the ugliness of her parents' divorce, Helen declared she would 
never get married unless she had enough money in the bank to divorce 
and to support herself. So it was fourteen years from their first date until 
they ~ere ma.rried.80 TI1e money stayed in the bank for they were happily 
married for sixty-seven years. H elen was obviously a catch worth waiting 
for and Harry had the palience of Job! 

. _Another lon?•rime Sr. Paul's member, Eleanor Cleaver, enjoyed 
smgmg rn the choir along with Charlotte and Alfred Atkinson, Ace Taylor, 
Leonor Hampson, Marge Loven, Irma Whittington, Jeanne Buck.worth, 
and others. Ms. Cleaver related that Don and Charlotte Wheatcraft, 
trained vocalists, directed the choir. 86 

St. Paul's organists were Myrtle Derrickson, Al ma McNatr-we!J
known for playing by ear with a bounce to the beat-and N atalie Davis. 
Soon after moving to Odessa from Wilmington, D ean and Jeanne Hatton 
joined Sr. Paul's in 1950 in order to make friends themselves, and also so their 
daughter Sally would 6nd some playmates. When N atalie Davis became 
pregnant, she asked to be excused from her organ-playing duties until the 
bahy was born. 111e pastor, Rev, Edwin 1homas, heard Jeanne Hatton was 
an accomplished organist so 
he asked her to substitute 
for five months, which she 
,,greed to do. Natalie did not 
return and.Jeanne continued 
as St. Paul's organist for over 
~i xry years. 87 

Another fond memory 
of many folks was the lirst 
'l 'om Thumb Wedding held 
in 1955 with bride Sally 
Hatton, age 5, and gmom 
Press ~ Iurrr, age 4. Children 
uC the dmrch played the 
p :in of various adult church 
n.11.:mbcrs in a mock wedding. Tom Thumb Wedding, 1955 

Sally relates that the bride 
:1.ud grnom were restless, 

always going in different directions as children of that age will do; so the 
adults used toy handcuffs to keep them together as they stood outside on 
the balcony waving to their admirers after the wedding.88 
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As St. Paul's had no kitchen, Esther Sheeder, Lucy Shetzler, Elizabeth 
Wheel er, Elaine Shetzler, Irma Whittington, Emma Reynolds, Leola Davis, 
Mary David, Ruth Wallace, Marge Loven, Vida Kumpel, Pio Taylor, and 
others would use the kitchen and meeting room at the Odessa Fire Hall 
to hold their church dinners. 1he fried oysters and chicken salad menu 
held every election day was a favorite. The chicken salad was mixed with 
homemade dressing prepared days before, and only one particular person, 
Anna Shetzler, a Catholic woman from Middletown, was permitted to 
bread the oysters because the breading had co be perfect! Ms. Shetzler 
had at one time in her life worked in a Philadelphia restaurant. As the 
dinners grew in popularity and she needed help, Ms. Shetzler finally 
taught Elizabeth Wheeler the art of oyster breading. These ladies had no 
problem asking farmers in the area to donate chickens and potatoes for 
their dinners. One lady even remembered having to pluck and clean some 

of those chickens! 
It was, indeed, a great church in its time; but time marches on. Life 

was changing. The church in the 1950's had many new needs. The people 
of St. Paul's would probably point to indoor plumbing as the need that 
most affected them! There were no bathrooms.Jeanne Hatron remembers 
carrying a potty in the car for their daughters' use, if needed. Dicky Wheeler 
remembers the little boys used a Mason jar. By the J 950s, the parsonage 
finally had indoor plumbing, so there was usually a waiting line to use rhe 

bathroom facilities. 
As noted earlier, there was no kitchen. There was only one electrical 

mulct in the entire church. The classrooms were packed to capacity and 
some classes were held in rhe sanctuary. There was only one door ro get in 
and. out of the building. 'fhe heater was in need of repair. The surrounding 
cemetery made enlarging rhe building impossible. Also in the '50s, 
automobiles had replaced rhe horse and buggy. Parking on High Street 

had become a problem. 
1he Trustees, with the blessing of the congregation, decided that after 

one hundred and three years, it was time to build another new church, one 
with modern conveniences and one with access to increased parking space, 
It was time once again for the people of St. Paul's to pool their resources 

and raise the money necessary to build. 
Rev. Thomas-with the aid of Weston H. Ellis, W. Vv. Buckingham, 

Jesse Loven, Mrs. Emma Reynolds, Harry McNatt and numerous ocher 
members of Sr. Paul's-arranged a Loyalty Dinner to be held at the Odessa 
hrehouse on October 13, 1955, to kick off a new campaign. At the dinner, 
the needs for a new church were presented-including the fact that those 
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present _had never been pan of a major campaign and had enjoyed the 
fruits of their forefathers' labor.8

~ Thus began the efforts to build another 
St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Chmch, 

F~rtunately, the old building was nor destroyed. The beloved building 
on High Street was owned from 1962 ro 1972 by Mrs. John S,, thatcher 
of Berlin, Maryland, The Thatchers had many friends in the area and liked 
the town ~o in 1972 they gifted the building back to St. Paul's United 
Methodist Clmrch,90 Leonor Hampson, a St. Paul's member, bought the 
building from the church for $800, then sold it to the Women's Club of 
Odessa for $1.00,91 

The Women's Club spent several years restoring the building. 
They replaced the roof, painted the exterior woodwork, refurbished the 
sanctuary, added two bathrooms and a small kitchen downstairs, restored 
the stained glass windows, corrected rhe sewage and water problems, and 
upgraded from gas lights to electric. The exterior bricks were repainted 
and the brick sidewalks restored. 

"'Jhe dominating foature of the church is the Tracker organ with 
its intricately decorated pipes char rise from behind the altar area. The 

Detail of the Tracker organ 
linage: Courtesy of Women's Clvb of Ode,;scr 

instrument, which rs 
encased in a massive 
walnut cabinet, was 
made in rhe mid-1880s 
by A. B. Pelgcmaker & 
Co. of Erie, PA. It is No. 
465 on the felgemaker 
'Opus List' according 
to the Organ Clearing 
House 111 Harrisville, 
NH," relates Carla Pyle, 
former President of the 
Club.92 

"Restoring the old 
and valuable organ was 
just one more step in the 
Club's ongoing project 
of bringing the old 1852 

church back to irs former place as one of the most elegant Greek revival 
buildings in the area;' Pyle said.93 

In December 1964, an institution was born! The Women's Club of 
Odessa held its first major fundraiser, known as "Christmas in Odessa," 
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Historical marker, NC-147 

a tour of colonial and 
other homes in the 
town. When the ladies 
acquired the St. Paul's 
Methodist Episcopal 
Chul'ch building in 
1972, the balance of the 
"Christmas in Odessa" 
proceeds was used to 
refurbish the church 
building. Nowadays, 
a large portion of 
the proceeds fund 
scholarships for local 
high school students. 
The "Christmas 111 

Odessa" tour celebrated 
its 50rh Anniversary 
in 2014 and is still a 
highly successful event. 

1oday the former 
church building is also 
used as a culmral center. 
In addition to Women's 
Club meetings, it is used 
for recitals, concerts, 
lecmres, art exhibits, 

quilt shows, church history groups, Winterthur Foundation m~etings, fest!ve 
celebrations, weddings and funerals. TI1e multi-purpose room 1s the meenng 
place for the Middletown-Odessa Garden Club and an exercise class has been 
meeting there three days a week for over thirty years. 

The Women's Club has benefitted significantly from government 
grants-in-aid. The State of Delaware provided matching funds to resto~e 
the organ. The Club also received money through the State Bond Bill 
as well as assistance from the State Division of Historical and Cultural 

Affairs. . . f 
TI1e venerable building was placed on the National Register 0 

Historic Places in 1982. For a time, the cemetery was turned over to Old 
St. Paul's Cemetery Association but has recently been returned to the 

Women's Club.91 
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ST. PAUL'S MmttornsT EP1scoPAI. CHURCH ON MAIN STREET 

Since St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal Church on High Street outgrew 
its physical limirarions in 1955, the congregation bought the Drawyers 
Presbyterian Church on Main Street, had it demolished, and built a new 
and larger building which was dedicated 011 September 15, 1957.95 It, too, 
bore the name of St. Panl's Methodist Episcopal Church until 1968 when 
all Methodist churches joined and it became St. Paul's United Merhodist 
Church. 

A copy of the Articles of Agreement for the Sale of Land dated 
August 23, 1955, between the New Castle Presbytery and the Board of 
Trustees of St. Paul's Methodist Ephcopal Church, Odessa, states that the 
Presbyterian Church in Odessa, containing 16,200 square feet, be sold to 
St. Paul's for the sum of $5,000. 1l1e deed for this property was signed on 
December 19, 1955.% 

A deed between Pierce B. and Hattie M. Donovan and St. Paul's 
Methodist Episcopal Church shows the purchase of adjacent property at a 
price of $4,800. An interesting part of the deed states, "This conveyance is 
specifically made IN TRUST, that said premises shall be used, kept, and 
maintained as a place of divine worship of the Methodist ministry and 
members ofTI1e Methodist Church,"97 

st Pc1ul's Methodist Episcopal Church on Main Street 2015 
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Drawyer's Presbyterian Church, at Odessa, was built in 1858, and was 
dedicated on May 9, 1861. In 1886, extensive renovations were made. 

St. Paul's Methodist Church (M.E.) at Odessa. In 1830, at a revival 
meeting, in Fieldsboro, several young men from Odessa were converted. They 
secured the use of the schoolhouse and the Rev. Richard Greenbank, of the 
Smyrna circuit, began to hold services in 1831. They adopted the name "Mt. 
Zion Meeting-House." They were incorporated on June 25, 1832 as the "Cant
well's Bridge M. E. Church," Cantwell's Bridge being the name of Odessa 
at that time. 

These meetings were continued for two years, when Joseph C. Griffith 
donated the land upon which to build a church. An old brick house near 
Fieldsboro was bought and a burned-out brick house near Odessa was donated 
and the congregation proceeded to tear them down and clean the bricks. With 
these bricks a fair-sized church was built in 1833 and the walls were white
washed. It was called the "Brick-bat Church." The corner-stone of the present 
church was laid on Aug. 27, 1851, at 10:30 A. M., by the Rev. Mr. Hodgson 
and the Rev. J. R. Anderson, the pastor. It was dedicated on Oct. 24, 1852, by 
Bishop Levi Scott, assisted by the Revs. Andrew Manship and J. Aspri!, the 
pastor. The church was repaired in 1877 and improved in 1880. The semi
centennial of the church was celebrated on Jan. 18, 1883. Services were con
ducted by the Revs. J. S. Cook, B. F. Price and J. S. Willis. At a reopening, 
after repairs, on Nov. 18, 1901, a sketch of the history of the church and the 
town was delivered by Chief Justice Charles B. Lore. This address was later 
printed in pamphlet form. Improvements to the church were made in 1939. 
There is a large graveyard beside the church. The oldest tombstone the writer 
could find is on the grave of Rachel Hays who died on Sept. 21, 1838. 

Zoar M. E. Church, colored, at Odessa. The present site of this church 
was purchased from Daniel Stevens on Nov. 2, 1880, for $500.00. The church 
was built in 1881. It was dedicated on June 11, 1882, by Bishop E. G. Andrews. 

Hopkins' Landing A. M. E. Church. On Nov. 30, 1824, the trustees pur
chased a half-acre of land from Wm. Polk for $10.00. It was located on a new 
road leading from Odessa to Hopkins' Landing where they proposed to erect 
a church. 

Immanuel Methodist Church (M.E.) at Townsend was organized on June 
13, 1871. Services had been held for several years in the schoolhouse. On July 
5, 1871, they purchased land from Samuel B. Ginn upon which a frame church 
was erected. It was dedicated on Aug. 20, 1871, by the Revs. J. F. Clymer, 
Vaughn Smith and W. C. Prettyman. On Sept. 2, 1881 , land was purchased 
from James T. Taylor, about one mile s. w. of the town, where a cemetery was 
established. 

The church was improved in 1878, at which time the Delaware Railroad 
presented a bell to the church. This bell had been used for years in New Castle 
to announce to the people the incoming and outgoing trains. Additional land 
was purchased on Mar. 6, 1890 and on Sept. 21, 1891, from John Townsend 
and Jesse J . Taylor. 

The corner-stone of the present church was laid on Sept. 10, 1902. It 
was dedicated on May 3, 1_2..0,, by the Rev. S. B. McBurney assisted by the 
Rev. J. H. Beauchamp; tl'te~. pastor. The old church was converted into two 
homes which stand at the southern edge of the town. A new bell was the 
gift of the Sunday School class of Miss Ethelwyn J. Maloney. Improvements 
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247. ST. PAULS METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 19312--, High St., Odessa. 

Organized 1831 and called Mt. Zion of Castwell (Odessa previously known as Cantwell Bridge). 
Incorporated March 14, 1833 taking the name of Cantwell's Bridge Methodist Episcopal Church. 
Present name adopted 1852. Services held in schoolhouse until 1833, then a one story brick building 
on present site. This was replaced by present building, dedicated 1852. Two story brick building, 
gothic style. Cemetery Association of St. Paul's, incorporated 1929. First settled clergyman, Rev. 
Jonathan S. Willis, 1859-60. 
Membership, 1857--, 4 vols.; in possession of pastor, Rev. Norman C. Benson. Records of 
incorporation: New Castle Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record: vol. 04, p. 131. vol. P6, p. 47: 
Certificate of Incorporation; vol.132, p. 76. 

248. EBENEZER METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1834--, Clinton St. Delaware City. 

Organized 1834 as an outgrowth of Union Sunday School held in the schoolhouse and called 
Delaware City Methodist Episcopal Church, retaining this name until 1929. Services were held in 
private homes until 1834 when a one story brick church was erected on the corner of Jefferson and 
Williams Sts. this church was used until the present church on Clinton Street was dedicated in 1878. 
A one story brick structure with belfry and bell. Present name adopted January 20, 1928. First settled 
clergyman, Rev. John Ruth, 1956-57. See: Rev. P. B. Punter, historical sketch, 1898, manuscript; 
and Clement Evert, continuation of same, 1937, manuscript in possession of Clement Evert. 
Minutes, 1834-1927, 2 vols.; Register, 1926--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1927--, 1 vol.; in possession of 
Clement Evert, W. 5th St. Minutes, 1927--, 1 vol.; in possession of Miss Mildred Netsch, Adams St. 
Sunday School, 1927--, 1 vol.; in possession of William Geoghegan, Williams St. Records of 
incorporation and deeds: New Castle Co. Recorder's office: Deeds Record; vol. T6, p/ 11 0; vol. 09, p. 
431; vol. F8, p. 310; vol. S10, p. 69; vol. 017, p. 194; vol. 035, p. 171. 

249. PROSPECT METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1834--, State Highway 14, near Vernon. 

Organized and first building, a frame structure on present site, erected in 1854. Present building 
dedicated in 187 4. It is a frame building with a cornerstone. Present pastor also serves Salem ( entry 
237). First settled clergyman, unknown. 
Minutes, 1888--, 1 vol.; Register, 1888--, 1 vol.; Sunday School, 1874--, 1 vol.; in possession of 
pastor, Rev. Robert W. Eastings, Farmington. Records of incorporation and deeds: Kent Co. 
Recorder's office, Deeds Record: vol. 13, P. 190; vol. 04, p. 403; vol. 05, p. 90. 

250. TRINITY METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1836--, 5 miles W. of Bridgeville. 

Organized 1936 and services held in the barn of Lewis Newton Bright. First church, a one story 
frame structure, was erected on the present site in 1844 and used until 1857 when the present 
building was dedicated. A one story frame structure with gallery, which was used by colored 
members. First settled clergyman, Rev. W. Spry, tenure of office unknown. 
Minutes, 1886--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1884--, 1 vol.; in possession of 



MEDIA ADVISORY Januarv 4, 2006 

STATE OF DELA WARE TO DEDICATE 
IDSTORICAL MARKER AT OLD ST. PAUL'S 

METHODIST CHURCH IN ODESSA 
JANUARY 10, 2006 12:45 P.M. 

On Tuesday, January 10, 2006, a dedication ceremony will be held for the 
unveiling of a Delaware State Historical Marker which documents the 
history of Old St Paul's Methodist Church - located on 506 High Street in 
Odessa. Legislative sponsors Senator James T. Vaughn, Representative 
Bruce C. Ennis and Representative Richard C. Cathcart will be in attendance 
as well as Mayor Kathy Harvey of Odessa, Pastor Karin Tunnell of the new 
St. Paul's Church and numerous members of the women's club. 

The church was organized in 1831 and served the area until the late 1950s. 
After standing vacant for over 20 years, the Women's Club obtained 
ownership of the building and aggressively restored it. It was added to the 
National Register of Historic Places in 1982. The Women's Club continues 
to maintain the building and it is used as a community center. 

All interested persons are encouraged to attend the ceremony celebrating 
the rich history of this church. For further information contact Karen 
Donovan, Delaware Public Archives at 302-744-5048. 
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Jll'f'Cint1011 ror 1.holr !;\IJ))lOl'I ill 1111\,ldn~ th ill 111·ug1·am ii Kll{!CCXH. We l'C8))CC1fully 

urge our 11ro1i!c !11 1mlro11l:r,c Lhcsc Htlvcrtl~crs, ::11111 t.o menlinn this 11rog1·nm, 

A Pa,rtiaJ History of the St. P:ml 's Methodist Episcopal Church 
Odessa, Delaware 

Ju O,kxi-:i in lS~;(l, lhr11 ra iled C:111lw!•IJ'H Jlrid~r. there wrro b11l two l\frlho
rl lsts. Wl•xs,:I 1\ Id t'h·h :inll h il< sis I t'I', Mrs. rt1,lt('(,ca l'ug11,), hol,h me111:IH•1·s of Olcl 
Uuion Cll11rch. I'rr8hytcrlan l<Cl'Yl<·I!>',; wcrr held in Old Orn wyer's Church, :rntl 
.i11 Lite li'rioucls' Meeting Ho11i;c :1 f<>w ra111ilic11 met: yel many or Lbe peo11le or the 
village, especially the you11g. SJ><rnt lhoir Rabha~hs ill icllellOSll lllld ll!lOl' l. 't'hc 
villa.~c wI1..,; ll1e11 much ,an:ille1· lhu11 now, th1•rr lielu~ hut rum· or livo honi;c11 
north of ll'lnin street. hnl it w:is much 111111·<· imporrnnl commercially, :1.1: it wM 
<IIHl or lhc ('hlc-r grain marlt,; ur lhc 8l,,Ie. Thust> facts maclc their h1~11ressio11 
llpuu Jlrothcr Alclrlc-h. who l iv,·cl ill n ,:;mall h1•idc house 11 onr A.Jl))(H11ti11lml11l; 
Crcclc, and 0 11 nroiher .I. V . Moure. ,,,11os11 hmne wui- in lhe 1,ri<'ll house Ll1a1 
has slov1l r,,r n h11111ll'ed Y<'llrs :11 ll1c t-ast1•rn <'ml or the 1:aw1e,,·11y. 'l'hcy, with 
IIO(!jamin F'lclcls u111l lhc N:1111111111 hro(ht•t~. Neh:olll Hllcl J•:lins. at length !le
Ll'l'lllhH'd lo inal<P an t>ITol'l. lo lrnvc Melhorllst srnri<:cs in Ca111wol1'>1 l.11·l(li,;c, 
and in some lrc11i1iu1io11 i<nn;.:-ht of lhf' s<:huul tr111:tces 1h,· use or ihc ,;choul 
lll\11$e. ·~his W[tS rcnclily l\l'alllC<I. :111<1 i;ome fi,nrn lu 1s:n ll11v. Rit:hanl C::rceu
hank. 111·<·:u:h<n· i11 1:l11Hge 1Jf 8myru1, Clrnnlt., w:.,s nI1pliell to. onl<·rnrl ltt,1t1•tily 
111111 Ll1(' J►lan, :11111 servh-e:, were lu•i.:nn nnrl 1:u·g<.-IY nllc11t101I. The 8J)irit w111; 
111i~hl ily J)tltll'('il 11111 In llhlll<' llll'<'llll~S. :11111 tl llUlllhcir w,•n• ('l>llVt•rl(ed, :,1111111~ 
th<'m ,l l)ti, G. (; l'illl I h , who 111a1lc 11w I ii I It; !ltlf'ioly ,t ;;lrt uf tlw grou 111I on II' h i1·h 

lh1• pr••~cnl clllll'•·h ,,l :1111lx, a11tl I:1111,rtl<I :u, 1::it'Jll'lllC.J' In h11lltllni;- !hi• tln<I o ili/h·t•, 

A fc•w hn·Mtn•u from J\1lchllc1uw11 :11111 lh1iu11 lll!:'l al lhc h•>'l>ne of JJrulhcr 
Altlric·h, apI111iutc,I a commlll ut• nll m11lnial><, ,1111I boui;-lll for n hnmlrc!l tlol!tLI'~ 
:u1 c, l tl lirlt- lr lH•ll!<(' 1<l.tlld!11~ 1111 1h11 fttl'lll ul' Ahrun, Sl1111ls, 11 <:ar· l1'l1•lclt1h1Jl'U. 
whkh l11111 h<.'rn 1h•s1royetl hy fin•. nll hul the• wnlls. and ~twi· 1101.I <·<• for the 
Jlf't1J1I<' lO meet 111111 pull H ,h,wn, du:rn Ill<- hri(:lci< :1111I haul llll'm tu lhe <'hnrc-h 

1111. 'l'n lla,il' J11yl'11I !<lll'))l'isr !I (• l'UWII ,,r l(•:11 11 ~ nn<I llt~OtllO USSPllihl(•tl /UI() lhr 
work Will' (Jllit'lily :11111 plc11:-n11lly <111111~. As lhal •h11mw 1litl l1Ul. f11r11i1<h 1,1•](:I,~ 

c•nm1~h. u1111U1t•r h111·111,c1 1111L hri<:k house. stnn1li11g on th« fnr-111 of Mr. Hu~crs, 
11,•:u· (hll'~s:i, was kl1111iy f111J1:111•tl lu Ilw, u111111i1l.1•1•. and Brother Charle•-. Tatm:111 
,;:1VC• 11111 f:hin1rlc•H. Tl1<• t·:1rtH'lllo1· \\:ni,; Hrulhcr (11•lfl1Lli a111l LI il~ nrni;1111 Brnlhn 
SalllUPI l•'t11r1I. who was alsc, lh<, lin<L c·lu,-·s lt>iuler. The 'slr1tCl·11n• was lhi1ly 
1,y •fort~•. one story, ai:cl "'hill•-l\11:<lll·1I li••fun• ii was l111lsl11:1I. 11ln11k 11c:11s 
\\'l\1'11 l'\.1'1'1111);-(:tl. Hllll lhw. lll(:hal'cl lln•cnlrn11l1 pr,,111,lle ,1 !<tll lllliTI~ on lhl! l'!ll'-

111,ntcr's lw11c·h- 11 1·l•1·y :1p111·upriu1c, 1111lpll rm· :111 11mhassiill11r llf IIw ;,1 ,11 111' th•: 

1';1 l'JIClllt' I'. 

Th11s Lh•• h11IISl' w1111 1•:tis!•cl 111ul 1J1•1!11'11l t•1I wi1ho11I th•hl. 'l'hP .-l1111·c·h wall 
ll:llll(•d :\H 7,11111, h111 :rr11n1 [lit' mulei·hds 0111 uj' whh·h ii Wtl'i ('(/IIHl1'1tl•l(•1l. lh<• 
p11I II•· h1•slOW1•cl 1111 II llw 11:\llll' l)f lit.: "011I Bal t'h111·1·h.'' 1•'01· n<.-al'ly tw<•nly 
yt•n rs I hi:< 111:1 In s1 r11c·1111·,, \\' as g-l11riot1!<l.,· "" nt:<I hy (,ocl hy th(• 1ll•s1·c11 L oC Lhf' 
llul) lillmH. upon lt11 ;1.,c:en1:1.-:d w111 ,,; liiJ1(:l'f. 111 l:ll'l. th" h11ill1!11~ <ii' Ille s~·c:u111l 
sl rtll'I Ill'\', w-lthl11 \\'hl)!<I• w:tlls W(' 11111\' Jll(•CI.. was mu1le IIN'l'SS11l;Y from I hh: 
,•,.n· 1· ,11.~1•, 11:,1•ti,·111:,:·1,, l,y lhl' ~1·1•al revivals llllfll-r l'ai.11,n; <:111111i11;.;h:1111, .lc111r.1 

( C;int i1111•.•r.l on mi,; t. 11:,µ:1•) 



A Partial History of the St, P:tul's Methodist Episcopal Ohurch. 

(Continuecl from prncetliug· page) 

and Price. In 1850 a coutraC't was m-r,d.e to build for $4,000 aml the materials 
in the old church, some of which materials are in the present structure, so far 
as to constitute ,part of the fi!liag of the fo11ndatio11 t1·e-uches. 'fhe carefully 
preseFVed subs-cription books anrl ot11er testimonials, show that the people 
l'e~1poncled to thjs second call with great li\Jerality, antl 011 October 23d, 18u!l, 
the church was -dedicated free of debt. The new chureoh 1·eceived the name it 
still bears, St. Paul's, and about twrn years later the name of the v·i!lagc Wa13 
al8o chauged from Cantwell's llri,dge to Odessa. Su·ch, ill 'outline, is tile history 
or the material sh·ucture. 

HISIIOl' W . .F'. ;\l 'DOWELL, D. D., LL. D. 

Washington, D. C. 

"V\,'ho will preneh nt the Cent<-1rnial Cc:lehration held in 

St. Paul's :M. E. Church, Mny 7th at 11:00 A. M. 

Compliments or 

JOSEPH GOULD 
Shel'iff 

Coinpli-men ts of 

C. N. LESTER 
Lel'J Court Commissioner 

Compliments of 

JOHN WIGGLESWORTH 
Third D·i8trkt Len Co111t 

Compliments of 

G. W. H. SMITH 

ComJJlime-nts of 

WALTER L.EE 

Levy Co\U-t 

V. LAY PHILLIES 

,-; 111 p•n:1, He l. 
,i\f. Comh~ Uuil1li11~, J\lid◄lll'Jown, D 

Emry 'r11cN1fay 

M. & S. BAR.GAIN AND 
FURNITURE HOUSE 

2flfl W. ·JH1 At., Wihni11i;·l.011, Hel, 

DELAWARE GLASS CO. 
mu~s 

Plnte :ui◄l Winilo,\' mass 
.11J irl'OI'~ 

Aufo Glass ln~tn!Jcd 
111 ;,r arht ~I.., W ihn,'md 011, Dtl. 

CHARLES W. HOLDEN, D. C 
Pnlme,r ~Ietlwd 

('II irOlll'HCI OJ' 

2fl:l W. XinU1 f,;f,, Wilrnit1!-(fo11, Dr 
PltOlle 2-H0;;J 

KERN'S 

Jewelry 



PROGRAM 

SUNDAY, .APRIL 30TH 

10 ;00 A. M.-Address to Church School 
William H. Rose, Wilmington, Del. 

11 :00 A. M.-Dcvotimrnl Exerciser; . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Pastor 

A.nthcm ............................................ Junior Choir 

T1·0111'.bonc Solo ... . . .. .. ... Mrs. Pearl Snyder, P'rospeet Park, N. J . 

., Solo ............................................... A. T. Snyder 

Snrmon-Rcv. Clarence T. Wilson, D. D., Secrntary Board of 'l'em,per
ance, Prohibition :md Public Morals of the Metho<list 
Episcopal Church. 

G:Mi P. M.-Yorn1g People's Mcct_ing. 

7 :30 P. M.-Spccial Music .................. St. Paul's Orchestra 

Violin Solo . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . A tillio Zanolli 

Srrmon ................................ Rev. Percy W. Strickln.n<l 

Evnngclist RoLel'l l<11·ar.icr anll Mrs. Fmr,ier. \V(sll known to radio 
]i,c,t.r•ncrs will a.~sist in t,hc S(!rvicc~ each evening lieginning at 7 :HO, 

Spf\nkl'l'S will i11clm1c, Dr. John L. Johnson, Rev. M. E. Wheat.Icy and 
Ht·V. A. W. Striekl:.md. 

SUNDAY, MAY 7'I'II. 

10 :00 A. M.-A<l(hess to Chnreh Sd1ool 
·wmium E. Rkclle11gcr, Wilmington, Df'.L 

11 :00 A. M.--Divine Worship. 

All1hr>1n ......................... , ................. ,Junior Choir 

Solo ....................................... Mi8s I-Iden Vineyard 

Violin F,elcction ................................... ·Atillio Zanolli 

Sr•rmon .... Bishop Wm. l<'. McDowell, D. D., LL. D., Washington, D. C. 

11 :45 P. 11.-Young People's Meeting. 

7 :;JO P. M.-Selection by the orchestra and other speeial musical 
feat11res. 

RN·111011 .......................... : ......... F. Chas. Lenhoff, J1·. 

Mr,, ancl Mi's. Fr;a.zier will assiHt in all ~crviees of the uay. 

x.... 
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1852 ST. PAUL'S 1952 

METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
ODESSA, DELAWARE 

Twenty-two miles south of Wilmington, Del_., on the DuPoat Boulevard 

Dedicated October Twenty• Third, 1852 

EIGHTY YEARS OLD OCTOBER TWENTY-THIRD, 1932 

Bishop Edwin Holt Hughes, D. D., LL. D., Resident Bishop, 

Washington, D. C. 

Rev. John L. Johnson, D. D., District Superintendent, Middletown, Del. 

Rev. E. H. Derrickson, Pastor Emeritus. 

Miss Helen Vineyard, Organist. 

., = 0 = 0 0 0 0 = ::•::~= c~ :::·= :·: ::i:1:~ 0 = 0 = 0 ~=ol 



OLD ST. PAUL'S CHURCH 
Odessa, Delaware 

The cornerstone of Old St. Paul's Methodist Episcopal 
Church was laid in August 1851. Tbe building replaced. a 
smaller brick church on the same site which had been 
built soon after 1832, the year the Methodist Church of 
CantweU's Bridge (Odessa) was founded. 

The contractor and ·builder of Old St. Paul's was Henry 
L. Rose, and the contract was taken at $3,950.00. The 
architect was Samuel G. Sloan of Philadelphia. 

Samuel Sloan (1815-1884) wrote books on architecture and 
was well known in Philadelphia and the South where he 
designed many houses, hospitals and churches. The Bank 
of Delaware on Odessa's Main St. and almost certainly the 
Gantt W. Miller house on High St-reet are other local ex
amples of his work. 

Though celebrated for its 18th century houses, Odessa 
boasts distinguished structures of the Federal and Vic
torian eras. Among the latter groups, Old St. Paul's is the 
outstanding example. Its reposeful solidity attests -to the 
success of Methodism in Delaware, a religious movement 
which established itself in the state during the American 
Revolution. In temple form, •the building represents the 
very end of the Federal. or American Classical style. In 
additon, -the proportions of the lofty central doorway have 
a weight and dignity typical of the "Egyptian Style", a 
cross current of American taste at this time. After wor
shipping for over a hundred years in Old St. Paul's, the 
Methodists moved into a new brick church on Main St., 
Odessa, in 1955. 

The Women's Club of Odessa now owns the old church 
and has undertaken as a Bicentennial Project its repair 
and stabilization. Progress t{l date includes rerooling the 
church and the rest-oration of the stained glass windows. 
Augmenting the work of the Women's Club are grants !rom 
the State of Delaware and other government agencies. 

lt is planned to make ,the building a cultural center, 
though efforts at the present time are centered on saving 
from decay this distinguished monoment, a candidate for 
inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places. 

Contributions to this continuing project may be ~ent to 
Mrs. Raymond B. Wallace, Chairman, Church Restoration 
Project, Women's Club of Odessa, Odessa, Delaware 19730. 



l 88 THE CHURCHES OF DELAWARE 

Drawyer's Presbyterian Chu.rch, at Odessa, was built in 1858, and was 
dedicated on May 9, 1861. In 1886, extensive renovations were made. 

St. Paul's Methodist Church (M.E.) at Odessa. In 1830, at a revival 
meeting, in field,boro, several young men from Odessa were converted. They 
secured the use of the schoolhouse and the Rev. Richard Greenbank, of the 
Smyrna circuit, began to hold services in 1831. They adopted the name "Mt. 
Zion Meeting-House." They were incorporated on June 25, 1832 as the "Cant
well's Bridge M. E. Cl1L1rch," Cantwcll's Bridge being the name of Odessa 
at that time. 

These meetings were continued for lwo years, when Joseph C. Griffith 
donated the land upon which to build a church. An old brick house near 
Fieldsboro was bought and a burned-out brick house near Odessa was donated 
and the congregation proceeded to tear them down and clean the bricks. With 
these bricks a fair-sized church was built in 1833 and the walls were white
washed. It was called the "Brick-bat Church." The corner-stone of the present 
church was laid on Aug. 27, 1851, at 10:30 A. M., by the Rev. Mr. Hodgson 
and the Rev. J. R. Anderson, the pastor. It was dedicated on Oct. 24, 1852, by 
Bishop Levi Scott, assisted by the Revs. Andrew Manspip and J. Aspril, the 
pastor. The church was repaired in 1877 and improve<l in 1880. The semi
centennial of the church was celebrated on Jan. 18, 1883. Services were con
ducted by the Revs. J. S. Cook, l:l. F. Price and J. S. Willis. At a reopening, 
after repairs, on Nov. 18, 1901, a sketch of the history of the church and the 
town was delivered by Chief Justice Charles B. Lore. This address was later 
printed in pamphlet form. Improvements to the church were made in 1939. 
There is a large graveyard beside the church. The oldest tombstone the writer 
could find is on the grave of Rachel Hays who died on Sept. 21, 1838. 

Zoar M. E. Church, colored, at Odessa. The present site of this church 
was purchased from Daniel Stevens on Nov. 2, 1880, for $500.00. The church 
was built in 1881. It was de<licated on June 11, 1882, by Bishop E. G. Andrews. 

Hopkins' Landing A. M. E. Church. On Nov. 30, 1824, the trustees pur· 
chased a half-acre of land from Wm. Polk for $10.00. It was located on a new 
road leading frnm Odessa to Hopkins· Landing where they proposed to erect 
a church. 

Immanuel Methodist Church (M.E.) at Townsend was organized on June 
13, 1871. Services had been held for several years in the schoolhouse. On July 
5, 1871, they purchased land from Samuel B. Ginn upon which a frame church 
was erected. It was dedicated on Aug. 20, 1871, by the Revs. J. F. Clymer, 
Vaughn Smith and W. C. Prettyman. On Sept. 2, 1881, land was purchased 
frnm James T. Taylor, about one miles. w. of the town, where a ceme.tery was 
established. 

The church was improved in 1878, at which time the Delaware Railroad 
presented a bell to the church. This bell had been used for years in New Castle 
to announce to the people the incoming and outgoing trains. Additional land 
was purchased on Mar. 6, 1890 and on Sept. 21, 1891, from John Townsend 
and Jesse J. Taylor. 

The corner-stone of the present church was laid on Sept. IO, 1902. It 
was dedicated on May 3, 1903, by the Rev. S. B. McBumey assisted by the 
Rev. ]. H. Beauchamp, the pastor. The old church was converted into two 
homes which stand at the southern edge of the town. A new bell was the 
giJt of the Sunday School class of Miss Ethelwyn J. Maloney. Improvements 



HISTORY OF THE WOMEN'S CLUB OF ODESSA, INC. 

AND OLD ST. PAUL'S CHURCH 

The Women's Club of Odessa was started on November 9, 1954. Mrs. Sherman Tribbitt 
was the first president. They had 33 members. Mrs. Harmon Money, of Middletown, 
was the Delaware State Federation of Women's Clubs President. 

1959 -The first big project undertaken by the club was the reclamation and expansion of 
the Odessa Community Center. The Center was used as a kindergarten for many 
years. It is still used for various town meetings, as well as the administration 
building for the Appoquinimink School District. 

1960 - Sponsored by the Women's Club, Mrs. Raymond Wallace taught oil painting 
lessons for children in the area ranging in ages from 7-17. As a fundraiser, the 
club started serving the Rotary Club dinners for their meetings at St. Paul's 
Church, as a fundraiser. 

1962 - The club started the Odessa beautification project. Many diseased trees in Odessa 
and along Route 13 were removed and replaced by the dogwood trees. 

1963 - The News-Journal awarded Women's Club the outstanding club award for 
community activities for a club with less than 50 members. 

1964 - "Christmas in Odessa" was started to enable the club to give scholarships to 
young people in the area. The fields of nursing and teaching were encouraged 
due to a shortage in these professions. For the past 40 years, the Women's Club 
has provided educational scholarships to high school seniors who reside in the 
Appoquinimink School District (currently 4 $2,000 scholarships are given 
annually) and U.S. government Savings Bonds to eighth graders with academic 
excellence .. 

1968 - Women's Club is honored for the landscaping work at the Odessa Fire Hall. 

1970-The Women's Club of Odessa, with the help of the Middletown Chamber of 
Commerce, actively starts to establish an Odessa Medical Center. Medical 
doctors were extremely scarce in our area. In July 1971, Dr. Pablo 0. Velasco, Jr. 
begins his practice in Odessa. 

1974 - 1990 Old St. Paul's 
• The Women's Club obtained ownership of the Old St. Paul's Church building,

which had been vacant for approximately 20 years. The building, now on the
National Register of Historic Places, was put up for sale by the Methodist
Conference and could have been demolished. It was saved by being purchased by
Mrs. Leonard J. Hampson, then president of the Women's Club and then given to
the club with the intention that it would be used as a clubhouse, museum and

.. 



cultural center. The cornerstone of Old St. Paul's M.E. Church was laid in 
August 1851. It was built to replace a smaller brick church on the same site built 
30 years earlier (Methodist Church of Cantwell's Bridge). The contractor and 
builder of Old St. Paul's was Hemy L. Rose, and the contract was taken at $3,950. 
The architect was Samuel C. Sloan of Philadelphia, well-known in Philadelphia 
and the South, where he designed many houses, hospitals and churches. 

• The first project was to secure the outside of the building by repairs to the roof, 
restoration to the stained glass windows, removing a foot of debris in the building 
and painting the exterior. 

• Over the next years, the club provided the building with electricity, plumbing and 
heating, drilled a well, repaired the interior walls, painted, repaired and refinished 
the floors on the first floor, and installed a kitchen and two bathrooms. On the 
exterior of the building, repainting of bricks was begun and the brick sidewalks 
restored. By 1990, the root: gutters and downspouts were repaired and the roof 
painted. 

• We are continuing the restoration, maintenance and rehabilitation of the Old 
Church so it can continue to be used as a clubhouse, museum and cultural center. 

• In 1975 local legislators submitted a State Bond Bill for $30,000.00 to be used in 
the restoration. The State hired Bonner & Fink and the Club worked under 
direction of the State Historical and Cultural Affairs Division. That year the gross 
income from Christmas in Odessa was $18,000. In November 1975 the kickoff 
for the State Bicentennial Activities were held at Old St. Paul's. 

• In 1976 a bill for $40,000 bill was introduced these additional monies from State 
took three years to get and were received in 1979. 

• In 1979 the Electrical and Fire Alarm Systems were insta11ed. 
• During 1980-81 bathrooms, hot water, well, and hook-up to the sewer were 

completed. 
• On May 13, 1982 the building went onto the National Register of Historic Places. 
• Between 1982-84 the Kitchen and appliances, storm windows, and interior 

painting was completed. 
• In 1983 & 1984, the Women's Club sponsors the State Junior Miss Program. 
• In1985-86 stenciling, and painting in upstairs room was done. The Club finally 

matched the $70,000 of State funding making the total costs of renovations to date 
of$140,000. 

• The Women's Club, with matching funds from the State of Delaware, began 
restoring the Tracker Organ. This organ is the only one of its kind. A grant of 
$13,000. from the state's Bicentennial Improvement Program was matched by the 
club, which voted to commit the money from proceeds of"Christrnas in Odessa" 
tours. Restoring the old and valuable organ was just one more step in the club's 
ongoing project of bringing the o]d (1852) church back to its former place as one 
of the most elegant buildings in the area. 

• The results of that effort are apparent today on both the interior and exterior of the 
building, which, was abandoned by its congregation in 1955. Most impressive are 
the soaring stained glass windows - five on each side of the sanctuary - and the 
refinishing of the interior with its elaborate frescoes on the walls. The dominating 
feature of the church is the Felgemaker organ with its intricately decorated pipes 



that rise from behind the altar area. The instrument, which is encased in a 
massive walnut cabinet, was made in the mid-1880s by AB. Felgemaker & Co. of 
Erie, PA. It is No. 465 on the Felgemaker "Opus List" according to the Organ 
Clearing House in Harrisville, NH. 

• The Club contacted the firm of Bruner & Heller, Organ builders, in Marietta, PA 
as recommended by the director of the Organ Clearing House. Their work on the 
instrument took a year. The organ was vandalized after the church's congregation 
moved to Main Street, as were some of the stained glass windows, which were 
dedicated to former members of the congregation. The Club has managed to 
preserve most of the instrument including the original ebony and ivory key 
covers. 

• The initial building renovation project took a tremendous amount of work by the 
Women's Club, aided by expert help from the state's Division of Historical and 
Cultural Affairs and The Wintethur Foundation. The club has also had the 
support of the Odessa Town Council, the community and people throughout the 
state for supporting the work. 

• Financial support came from the state with grants of $30,000 in 1976 and another 
$40,000 in 1979. The Women's Club has contributed more than $80,000 

• The building has been used for many community functions - meetings, concerts, 
lectures, art exhibits, church history groups, the Winterthur Foundation, and tours 
such as "Christmas in Odessa." There have also been five weddings in the 
restored building. 

• In 1988 - 1990 carpentry repairs, more repainting, roofrepair/repaint, floor repair, 
office furnished, update electric system, fencing in cemetery. The Women's Club 
retained the corporation in place to maintain the cemetery and established 3 of its 
members as Directors of the Corporation. The club cleared overgrowth, repaired 
stones and caving graves, and repaired fencing that was painted by the Boy 
Scouts. Brick walks were restored. Fencing was replaced at a cost of $10,029. 
New plantings were also purchased and planted. 

• The initial building renovation project took a tremendous amount of work by the 
Women's Club, aided by expert help from the state's Division of Historical and 
Cultural Affairs and The Winterthur Foundation. The club has also had the 
support of the Odessa Town Council, the community and people throughout the 
state for supporting the work. The building has been used for many community 
functions - meetings, concerts, lectures, art exhibits, quilt shows, church history 
groups, the Winterthur Foundation and tours such as "Christmas in Odessa". The 
results of that effort are apparent today on both the interior and exterior of the 
building. Most impressive are the soaring stained glass windows -five on each 
side, and the refinishing of the interior with its elaborate frescoes on the walls. 
The centerpiece of the interior is the organ. 

2002- Present Old St. Paul's Current Repair and Restoration: 

• Voted to rewrite the By-laws to allow the Christmas in Odessa Funds to be 
dedicated for five years to the restoration efforts on OSP. 



• Formed a committee to oversea the planning and restoration efforts for the repairs 
to the roof and exterior. 

• Consulted with an architect and Structural Engineer to inform us about the 
project. 

• Developed a Strategic Plan for the Women's Club of Odessa, Inc. for 2003 -2008. 
• Applied for and received a 501 (c)(3) m.s non-profit designation. 
• Applied for 7 grants to assist the club with the costs of initial repairs. We were 

awarded 5 grants and one $2,000 State grant-in-aid ($25,000 each from the 
Longwood, Welfare and Crystal Foundations, $1,000 from Preservation 
Delaware, $4,000 from New Castle County Council (two different years of$1,500 
and $2,500) 

• Requested contractor bids and selected a contractor for the initial exterior repairs. 
Initial work completed in November 2004 at a cost of $138,247. 

• Fire Alarm installed in January 2005 at a cost of$3,700. 
• A committee was formed to develop a comprehensive plan for the remainder of 

the exterior work and for the needed interior changes. A second committee was 
formed to plan for the future use of the building as a community center. 

• Currently, we are requesting the advice of another structural engineer and Historic 
Architect to begin repairs and restoration on the interior of the building so it can 
be used as a community center and cultural center. 
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