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Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE:

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Delaware
COUNTY:
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES New Castle

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

Old Union Methodist Church Jul

AND/OR HISTORIC:

n fiv
STREET AND NUMBER: I I |

On TT.R. T?mitp 1* In Appoquinimink Hundred. 17

CITY OR TOWN:

rt ackbiird. cirossrosicis

COUNTY:
JDaigviax& New Castle 003
3. CLASStFICATIONJ
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
rCliecft OneJ TO THE PUBLIC
istri ildi 2 Publi i i Yes:
| | District g] Building ubhc Public Acquisition: “~  Occupied
[m Sits Q Structure H Private 1 In Process 1 Unoccupied S] Restricted
: : 1 Unrestricted
I | Object Q Both 1 Being Considered 1 Preservation work
: 1 No
in progress
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
1 Agricultural r~I Government 1 Park 1 Transportation I | Comments
I | Commercial I I Industrial 1 Privote Residence 1 Other (Specify)
r~| Educational 1 Military 6~ Religious
| | Entertainment I I Museum I | Scientific

f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER’S N AME:

Old Union Church Society

STREET AND NUMBER:

c/o Mr. W. Charles Money, 5 West Park Place

STATE:
CITY OR TOWN:

Middletown Delaware
fsTIDCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:
County Building

STREET AND NUMBER:
Rodney Square

CITY OR TOWN:

Wilmington Delaware 10

STATE CODE

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Greater Wilmington Development Council List of Delaware Heritage
DATE OF SURVEY: 1963 1 Federal [1 State 1 Ceunty g] Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Greater Wilmington Development Council
street AND NUMBER:

300 Delaware Avenue, Suite 1320

CITY OR TOWN:

Wilmington, Delaware 10

STATE: CODE
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|7. t"eSCftiPTION [

(Check One)
1 Excellent -~ Good 1 Fair 1 Deteriorated r~I Ruins 1 Unexposed

CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)

Q Altered Unaltered I | Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL AI"F*"EARANCE

VvV Old Union is a brick church, built in 1847 by a congregation
that has worshipped here since it was organized in 1789. The
interior is divided into two rooms: a vestibule under the gallery,
and the main meeting room.”» The door is in the east wall, where it
faces the former highway, which has since been relocated west of the
church. Three large windows on each sidewall provide the principal
lighting. On either side of the pulpit, in the west wall, are
smaller windows.

The Iinterior retains its nineteenth-century appearance, with
dark stained and varnished pews, a gothic pulpit, and gothic chairs
in the chancel. Surrounding the church and across the old road to
the east is an extensive cemetery, in which are buried several
important churchmen, including Bishop Levi Scott, a native of the
neighborhood.

The bricks for this 40* by 60* building were burnt on the
property, which was given to the Methodists in 1789 by Joseph
Dickerson. The last major renovation of the present structure was
in 1877.

LO

70

N O IS0

~
~



te, SISWFCANCS '

PERIOD (Check One or More am Appropriate)
I | Pre-Columbian | CuU Century | | 18th Century CD 20th Century

| | 15th Century CD Century @® 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (11 Applicable and Known) 1847

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol 1 Education Q Political r~1 Urban Planning
CD Prehletorie 1 Engineering -~ Religion/Phi. [ Other (Specify)
CD Historic 1 Industry losophy

CD Agriculture 1 Invention Q Science

S Architecture [ Landscape Q Sculpture

1 Art Architecture 1 Sociol/Humen-

1 | Commerce 1 Literature

r~I Communications 1 Military Q Theoter

CD Conservotion CD Music _ Q Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE [

Union Church is one of the best-preserved specimens of
early Delaware Methodist meeting.houses, which once were quite
common throughout the State. \It is preserved by a local preservation
society that maintains the graveyard and the church in an excellent
o state of repair.

«/»

H Except for gothic interior fittings, the church is without

U embellishment, in keeping with early Methodist teachings. The

=3 proportions of the exterior are reminiscent of the Greek Revival,

o but without the ornament that usually is associated with<™at style.
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J. Thomas Scharf, History of Delaware 1609-1888. 1888, vol. 11,
p. 1021.

Greater Wilmington Development Council, A List of Delaware Heritage
Buildings and Areas in New Castle County. 1963.
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in the National Register and certify that it has been
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National Register.
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STATE OF DELAWARE
DEPARTMENT OF STATE
Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs
Hall of Records
Dover, Delaware 19901

DR. E. BERKELEY TOMPKINS
DIRECTOR

July 5, 1972

JUL 12 1972
Dr. William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register
Room 3209
1100 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Bill:

I enclose herewith the nomination form, map, and
photograph for Old Union Methodist Church. This
nomination was passed by our Review Board at its last
meeting.

Sincerely,

g. Berkeley XempkiAs, Birector

Division of Historical and
Cultural Affairs

State Liaison Officer for the
National Register
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Old Onion MethodInt Chureb

Also Notified

Bon. J. R. Bidaa

Ban. William V. Both, Jr.
Hon. Piarra s. da Pont, XV

Director, Northeast Region
j PHR NRowland ;itmi 1/22/73

Location

Blackbird oxosazoads vicinitf
Raw Caatla Connty

state Liaison Officer

Dr. E. Barkeley Tions"ins

Director of the Division of
Ristorieal and Ctatural Affairs

Oe{»artasnt of State

Dover, Delaware 19901
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MARCH 1940
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WORK _ PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION

DIVISION OF PROFESSIONAL AND SERVICE PROJECTS

OLD POST OFFICE BLDG.
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE




213, UNION METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1782--, 1 mile N of Blackbird.

~ Organized 1782 as “Union Meeting House". Name was changed in 1835. Until 1785, when a log
church was built on present site, services were held in homes of members.1801-47, another log
church on same site was used. Present building dedicated 1847. It is a two story brick structure. The
graveyard surrounds the church. Here many of the early leaders of Methodism, including Bishop Levi
Scott, are buried. The church now has but one service a year. First settled clergyman, Rev. Edward
Sanday, 1831-07. See: articles in Wilmington newspapers, Evening Journal, Sept. 8, 1926, Sunday
Star, Sept. 13, 1931, Morning News, Sept.14, 1925,

Minutes, prior to 1845, on single sheets. One each year, several missing; 1846-65, 1 vol,;
1865--, 2 vols.; Register, prior to 1857, on single sheets; 1857-64, 1 vol.; 1865--, 2 vols.; Financial,
1804-42, 3 vols.; 1842-65, single sheets, one each year; 1865--,2 vols.; Deed of Trust, 1828, signed
by George Beaster, Thomas Stephen, and Hyland B. Pennington; at parsonage on Immanuel M. E.
Church, Townsend (entry 195)., in custody of Rev. D’Arcy A. Littleton. Records of incorporation and
deed: New Castle Co. Recorder’s office, Deeds Record: vol. D35, p. 50; vol. V36, p. 58.




Middletown Transcript, Thursday, October 25, 2001 Page 35A
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14th District Senator James Vaughn was on hand Sunday, Oct. 14 to unveil the
new commemorative state marker at Old Union Church near Townsend. The
unveiling took place after the church’s annual service and meeting. This year’s
service was dedicated to the late John Dickinson, who was the church society’s
secretary. (Kristen Newell photo)




A BRIEF HISTORY OF “OLD UNION"

On July 17,-1789, Joseph nson donated to the board of
trustees — Lewis Alfree, John w, Abraham Frelas, Elias Nau-
dain, Barnett Van Horn, John Allen, Ja Ifree, Skillington,
and Franeis Kinsley — a tract of land whic Church was
built. leted in 1792, church, built of logs, was known as
“Dickin Chapel.” Inl it was rebuilt, and the record shows
that in 1805, the trustees reported that they had a frame church.

In 1847, the cornerstone was laid for the present brick church, and
the chureh was dedicated on December 23, 1847. The brick for the
church was manufactured on land near the site. The congregation met

me
T
odi

near Fleming's Landing

The board of trustees at this time was composed of Jacob Van
Dyke, John nsend, William M. Watts, Frank Reihm, Ellis,
Colen Ferg Benjamin Money, Joseph C. Hutchison, ell T.
Jones, and Andrew J. Collins. Services of worship were held every
Sunday.

The adjacent cemetery reveals the names of Delaware's early set-
tlers having been Dutch, Swedes, French Huguenots, and English. The
oldest tombstone according to Frank R. Zebley's, he hurches of
Delaware, is that of Sarah Fields, who died on March 27, 1799.

Due to the development of other churches, such as Scott
Methodist in Blackbird and Immanuel Methodist in Townsend, most of
the regular attendants transferred their memberships, which made it

sible to k up the church regular way; the church closed
d 1900, an nual reunions kept "OLD UNION" alive these
80 some years.

TRUSTEES AND MEMBERS AS RECORDED IN 1305

John Barlow, Abraham Staats, William Williams, Jokn Buxon,
,Ja
ohn
on,
James Hyatt, Richard Graham, Moses Ginn, and Jacob Varrer.

202ND ANNIVERSARY

“O God, Our Church 2 Beacon Light, Still Stands Thro
All the Storm and Strife”

“OLD UNION” METHODIST CHURCH

ORGANIZED 1789

52ND ANNIVERSARY
OLD UNION CHURCH SOCIETY

ORGANIZED 1939

Photo of “Old linion Methodist Chureh
eirea ~ 1880
ANNUAL MEETING
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1991

11AM and2PM

~0ld Union” is located in Appoquinimink Hundred, New Castle County, Delaware

on U S 18, just north of Blackbird
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NEW CASTLE COUNTY

handsome structure wasthen erected at a cost of $10,000
and ned for regular servi r 25th of
the e year. The present unicants
is about eighty. A Sunday-school under the super-
intendence of the rector is connected with the church.
In 1883 a rectory was built at a cost of $3000. The
officers of the church at present are: Senior Warden,
H.N.Willits; Junior Warden, H. A. Nowland ; Vestry,
Wm. R. Cochran, W. A, Comegys, Joseph Hanson,
Jobn Lockwood, M. N, Willits, E, R. Cochran, Isaac
Gibbs.

The following is a list of the rectors since 1791 and
the date when they commenced the service:

Rev. Bistel.ieniiriccniinnivneeennn 1701 Bev. J. L Tyng. oo menene 1842
Rev. De Shiel. . Rev. Thos J. Ozzannc...........184¢
Rev. Reese.... Rev. Andrew Freeman...........
Rev. H. Lyon Davi Rev. H. R. Harold..

Rev. Smith......... Rev. Thos. Billopp......

Rev. Willer.... Rev. Lloyd Goldsboroug]

Rev. Robingon. Rev. John W. Brown.....
Rev. Reese...covecrineenaienaenne.. 1831 Rev. J. C. McCabe, D.D .

Rev. II. L. Davis 1831 Rev. W. C. Butler......

Rev. McKenny....... L1834 Rev. G. W. Lewis..........

Rev. Jolin Coleman 1835  Rev. H. S. H. Gallaudet .......
Rev. PecK.erinnrenn e 1836  Rev. Joseph Beers.......cooruuuns

Rev. J. P. Bausman...............

The first meeting that led to the erection of Eman-
uel M. E. Church, at Townsend, was held June 13,
1871. A ten-days’ notice had been given by Archi-
bald Finley thata meeting would be called on this
date, for the purpose of selecting trustees to procure
suitable gr 8 an t a church. The trust
were A, Fi Ri Townsend, Israel P. H
Jsaac Passwalers, George M. D. Hart, William P.
TForest, William Daniels, David S. Lynam and Nehe-
miah Davis. Of these, Townsend and Davis were ap-
pointed tose  ground. On July 5, 1871, they pur-
chased one a  in the midst of a grove, of Samuel
B. Ginn. The erection of a frame church, twenty-
four feet by thirty-six , was immed y begun.
It was dedicated on Au £ 20th, of the e year, by
Revs. J. . Clymer, Vaughn Swmith and W. C. Pretty-
man. The membership at this time was fifteen. The
church was connected with the A ppoquinimink Circuit

until ,when it was arat ion. Se 1
addit have heen m bui at va 8
times. The church has been very prosperous, and

now has a membership of one hundred and twenty-
five. A flourishing Sunday-school of one hundred
and scho , under the tendence . B.
Mal ,is ¢ ected witht ch., The lars
have the use of a well-selected library. On Septem-
2, 1881, two and a half acres of ab mile
thwest of the town, were purc of s T.
Taylor, and 1aid out in burying lots, and is uuder the
control of the board of trustees of this church.
The board is at present composed of the following
persons: Thomas Maloney, D. B, Maloney,
M. D. Hart, William Daniels, A. L. (uillen,
T. Taylor, H. A. Wilson and William A. Scott.
Since Emanuel Church has been a separate station
it has been served by Revs. J. Hestin Willey, Theo-

1021

dore E. Bell, C. K. Morris, E. P. Roberts and S. M.

It was situated three miles west of Townsend, on a
tract of lund one hundred by one hundred and
iwenty-five feet, donated to the congregation by
Columbus Watkins, The building is a frame struc-
ture, twenty by thirty-four feet, and cost about
seven hundred and fifty dollars. The first trustees
were David Johnson, Joshua Brown, Thomas Biddle,
Juhn Solway and James T. Webb, The church has

8-
n
0 d,
Caleb Lewis, Wellington H. Townsend and Surah
8 o8 b of tru s,
T C CH iu hundred

was White’s Chapel, which stood between Townsend
and Pine Tree. This was succeeded by- Dickerson’s
On
s A
ain,
nett Vanhorn, John Allen, Jacob Alfree, Thomas
lington and F Kinsley a tract of land on

c¢h the first Church was built. This
b
a
v

P ch

d of

a of

the Sunday-schoo ich is under the superintend-
ence of Frank Re The church has been con-
nected with the same circuits as Friendship M. L.

tt, D.D., born October 11, 2, at
learn the tanning busin but
serv four trade; en went to
Geo n to enter t which he



190 THE CHURCHES OF DELAWARE

Lee’s M. E. Chapel, white, was organized and incorporated on Sept. 2,
1824. They met in a place known as the "whitehouse.”

Lee’'s M. E.
cured on June 1,
dedicated in 1907.

was se-

el, colored, is located at Pine Tree. The
eted and

from Martin B. Burris. The church was ¢

. ted b en send and Pine Tree was
the t t buil A nimink Hundred. It was
succ n h now on h.

graveyard is st@ll standing.

HyT

#Ii"i&

UNION METHODIST CHURCH, NR. BLACKBIRD
(Page 190)

FRIENDSHIP METHODIST CHURCH, §. E. OF SMYRNA
(Page 192) .



522 NEW JERSEY October 14, 1786

the mother and daughters are serious, and the son thoughtful. The
weather is oppressively warm, and T feel weary and faint. I was much shut
up at Bethel,™ on 1 Peter iii, 18. Three times have I been here, and always
straitened in spirit.

Saturday, 14. Came to Sandstown:” the weather very warm, and the
people dull: I administered the sacrament, and rode away to Cooper’s
ferry,” where we left our horses and crossed to the city, (Philadelphia:)
here I found brother Whatcoat, with whom I took sweet counsel.

Pennsylvania

Sunday, 15. 1 had some energy in speaking, and at sacrament. In the
afternoon it was a feeling time, on “The Lord will give grace and glory.”

New Jersey

Monday, 16. Rode to Mount Holly, where I preached on “Come, ye
blessed of my Father,” &c.; and then at New Mills, on “Suffering afflic-
tion with the people of God.”

At Burlington I enlarged on, “Neither is there salvation in any other,”
&c.: these are not a zealous people for religion.

Pennsylvania

Wednesday, 18. We returned to the city of Philadelphia. Next day I
preached, and was close and pointed.

Friday, 20. I was led to treat on the sufferings of God’s people; as
entirely distinct from those they endure in common with other men, and
certainly unavoidable by all who are really alive to God. I found it

that “the Ark of the Lord rested at Shiloh.” He had two thousand acres of land which
he sold to people of his own faith, (Historic Roadsides in New Jersey, 38.)

n the pre H . The was ins 1,
and later a ist was a ted at n el
gave its name to ome of the circuits in 1790, (Heston: South Jersey: A History, 1, 444;
Journal entry for September 29, 1790.)

"2 Sandtown was the present Mount Royal, New Jersey. Its former designations were

owns cester County, on
Itis confused with the
bresent Sandtown in Burlington County. Atkinson (op. cit., 366) says, “There must
have been a society there, or else it doés not seem probable he would have held a
sacramental service.”” (Gordon’s Gazetfeer of New Jersey, 1834, 233; Heston, op. cit.,
i, 397.)
*® Cooper’s ferry was at Camden,

PENNSYLVANIA October 22, 1786 523

and to take proper s in pre-
ch is now £500. I g the_m a
ow that ye are my disciples, if ye

love one another.” ) . _
Sunday, 22. In the afternoon I left the city, and preached in the evening

at Chester.
Delaware

Mo fo
State. tle 4
preached in the court house. I bles
munion with him.

closely employed.
Maryland
Nove 51p at Cambridge, on pre
cr &c.; light, s heat. I was bless my

and had liberty in preaching at M’Keel’s? in the afternoon, where there
is some revival among the people.

more
T comic

& n, July, 9,
for ne r's C I,
to White’s Chapel located between Townsen

in
t Ch
1875 when the improved structure was

i . 121,
¢ h or %\/IcKell, lived near Cambridge, Dorchester County, Maryland.

away d in near the of thaﬁ
a t rode the ¢ as Garrett near \"1e
Quantico. (Sweet: Religion on the American Frontier, IV, 84; Hallman, op. cit., 108.)



550 MARYLAND September 16, 1787

board, and the time for opening the college. On Friday, I returned to
Baltimore. In the midst of business my mind is calm.

Sunday, 16. Preached at Baltimore and Fell’s Point. On Monday, the
people waited nearly two hours at Daniel Evans’s before I arrived, owing
to my horse being out of the way: I found he had stuck a nail into his
foot, so that I had to leave him. Under these discouraging circumstances
I was much exercised: nevertheless, I had liberty in speaking, and there
was a melting time among the people. Thence I hastened to Hunt’s chapel,
where I enlarged on, “I know you, that you have not the love of God in
you.”

I rode by John Colgate’s gate—an old stand of mine. It is now, in two
senses, fallen into decay. The want of religion oftentimes causes the want
of economy. Ah! how do the persons and fashions of this world pass away!

Tuesday, 18. I found the work of God in a reviving state at G- ’S.

Wednesday, 19. 1 had a liberal opening at John Wilson’s, on “Whoso-
ever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Thence I hastened
to the Fork church, and preached on Cant. iii, 1-6. I lamented the gayety
of the children of Methodists; but yet they do not appear to be so full of
enmity against God and his people as other children.

I hastened to Cokesbury, it being the examination: some gentlemen and
some triflers were present. Friday, I preached at Josias Dallam’s.

Saturday, 22. 1 preached at Havre de Grace, on Acts ii, 23.

Sunday, 23. 1 had a large congregation at Elkton, and some power
attended the word. In the evening spoke at Isaac Tussey’s.

Monday, 24. T had a large, solemn congregation at Wilmington. I feel a
persuasion that God will revive his work at this place.

Pennsylvania

Tuesday, 25. 1 attended at Chester; and next day came to Philadelphia.
I had liberty in speaking on Cant. v, 6-10. On Thursday and Friday, 1
had not freedom as I wished. I was seized with a violent headache, exceed-
ing anything, as I thought, I had ever felt.

Saturday, 29. 1 felt a little better. My mind was stayed upon God.

Sunday, 30. We had a good sacramental occasion. In the afternoon
brother Willis” preached; and at night I had some enlargement on
Ephes. iv, 17-19.

Wednesday, October 3. I met the people, and explained the nature and
design of the college.?

Thursday, 4. I preached on the primitive design of the Church.

" The Rev. Henry Willis was the elder at New York. He was the first man to be

ordained by Asbury. (See Journal entry for January 18, 1785.)
 The college was Cokesbury College in Maryland.

PENNSYLVANIA October 5, 1787 551

Friday, 5. We had an uncommon love feast—a gracious season—much
speaking. On Saturday I met a class.

Sunday, 7. There was life in the administration of the sacrament. I felt
humbled before the Most High. I trust the Lord will revive his work, and
make his power known.

Monday, 8.1 came to Chester, and preached on, “My grace is sufficient
for thee.”

Tuesday, 9. 1 had unusual freedom in speaking at Aaron Matson’s.
Thence I pushed on through the rain, and was sorely tempted to complain.

Delaware

Wednesday, 10. 1 was at Wilmington; and next day came late to Joseph
Dickerson’s.

1 visited Duck Creek Cross Roads,”® where we have a comfortable
h cos two

13. oD , and brother Ira Ellis®

faithful steady man, who had followed the Lord about ten years; my text
was, “These all died in the faith.”

Thursday, 18. 1 had Divine aid in preaching at Milford’s:® the house
was , and

Fr 19.C g to Shanklands. Here I found the people
in disorder and violence about the election; some had gone so far as to
take up fire-arms.

"® This was the present Smyrna.

80 Jra Ellis, a brother of Reuben Ellis, was then on the Kent Circuit. (For “A Sketch
of the Labours and Travels of Ira Ellis,”” 1781-95, by himself, followed by a certificate
of recommendation by Asbury and Whatcoat with a tribute from the former, see Journal
entry for February 17, 1805; Sweet: Religion on the American Frontier, IV, 710, 711.)

81 Jacob Brush was born near Merrick, Long Island, in 1762 and died of yellow fever
in New York City on September 24, 1795. He was interred at the Forsyth Street Church.
At the time of Asbury’s visit he was on the Dover Circuit. (General Minutes, 1, 66;
Seaman: Annals of New York Methodism, 114, 136; Hallman, op. cit., 60; Wakeley,
ap. cit., 36 )

82 More a decade before Milford, Delaware (Sussex County), was laid out in
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New Mills,®” both preachers and people appeared to feel, and the watch-
night was attended with some breathings after God.

Thursday, 8. We had a poor, dry meeting, at Mount Holly: some were
alarmed with fear, lest we should make a noise as we had done in Phila-
delphia; some dear country friends felt the Lord powerfully, and carried
home the flame.

Sunday, 11. At the Glass-House® I felt myself, and the Lord made
others feel—to purpose, I hope. Thence to Salem, at three o’clock: it was
levelling work, storm and thunder, whilst I opened and applied Isaiah xxx,
20, 21.

Monday, 12. 1 returned to Philadelphia, where there were five criminals
hanged; one of them professed conversion.

Tues 13. Was the of e t reaching in
the eve was to little ose, , 2“0 Lord
of life! when shall it be?”

Delaware

% thus

house

8 This was nndoubtedly the famous glassmaking center which had been established
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meeting; here the congregation was

on,

ed
have had encouraging intelligence
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Re Judge White’s in the ¢ ste
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Virginia
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11,

Hallman, op. cit., 113.)
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New York

Sunday, 3. 1 preached at the old church;? and in the afternoon at the

on Matt. xxv, 31-46. The new church is commodious, elegant, yet
158

ion
ity,
8. miles to preached at night.
N Ir vy raint .
Pennsylvania

Sunday morning, 10, was rainy. I however preached at St George’s
church, and again in the evening. Henry Willis is come hither to settle
himself in life, and will probably go into trade. The Church has thereby
lost, in part, a faithful servant,

Thursday, 14. 1 left the city; dined at Chester; and here I saw one whose

soul w de by long acquaintance, now feeble in body, and
deeply in '

e ry in 1786

i the same

w Jersey across the narrow Arthur Kill
from the northwest corner of Staten Island. The distance from Elizabethtown to

t Ma enl d ap e
t ch, on o al €
58 This new church, the second in New York, was Church, re-
ferred to by Asbury in numerous Journal entries as t or the new
!
pu
on
of
size, and cost around $2,500 exclusive of the lots. It was held by the same board of
trust he John Street property, a custom which prevailed until 1835. (Seaman, op,
cit., )
meeting
t costs of

1773.)
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Delaware

Reached New Castle, in Delaware, and once more preached there, and

drawn out towards the children. The people are alive; but I fear they are

th

to
it., 11, 1198. o
“ 168 The kee)per of historic Henlopen Lighthouse on Cape Henlopen was then J. R.

Hargus,
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and was very unfit to speak at all. We came to Salisbury, where we rested
on Monday. Brother Lee preached three times. Here I got bled.

Tuesday, 21. We came to Annamessex. My horse began to sweat, swell,
and tremble—and died upon the road. Brother Levin Moore?® was with
me: we put his horse in the sulky, and both of us rode to Samuel Smith’s.

Wednesday, 22. 1 borrowed a horse of Samuel Smith, and crossed
Pocomoke, and rode to Littleton Long’s, where I gave an exhortation to
a few people. It was a very extraordinary legacy of a living friend that put
forty-five dollars into my hands; had I not bought a coat I might have had
fifty dollars in my pocket; it would have been a wonder for me to have as
much money by me; but one hundred or more might be needful to pur-
chase another horse.

Thursday, 23. We rode to Downing’s,?” where I gave a short exhortation,
and on Friday, 24, we came to John Purnall’s;?® he is gone to his long
home. Here I gave up my borrowed horse, and the only alternative was to
put brother Hardesty’s?® horse in the sulky, and wedge ourselves with all
our baggage together. We rode by Frederick Conner’s, and made it nearly
thirty miles, through excessive heat, to the widow Bowen’s.

Delaware

Sabbath, 26. 1 preached at the chapel, and rode home with brother
William Leister, living in the north end of Worcester county. This day we
enter the State of Delaware. I have had great dejection of mind, and awful
calculations of what may be and what may never be. I have now groaned
along three hundred miles from Baltimore.

Monday, 27. After preaching at Johnson’s we rode to the Sound, and
lodged at Arthur Williams’s,*® an aged Methodist preacher. I passed the
night in great affliction.

Tuesday, 28. We came on to Dagsboro just as the stage was about to
set off for Milford. I paid the fare, and sent brother Hardesty along. I
called upon William Johnson, a gracious soul. We then came into Milford
about eight o’clock, after riding forty-three miles. Here I rested a day.

6 L evin Moore, an itinerant preacher, 1791-1801, was then en route from Harford
Circuit to visit numerous relatives near Laurel, Delaware. Samuel Smith lived near
Crisfield, Somerset County, Maryland.

2" Downing’s was in Virginia near the Maryland line.

%8 John Purnall lived near Pocomoke City, Worcester County. At his home Bishop
Coke preached during his first visit to America. (Coke, op. cit., 47; Lednum, op. cit.,
342; Maryland, a Guide to the Old Line State, 441.)

%0 William Hardesty, a traveling preacher, 1792-1801, was in 1799 on the North-
ampton Circuit. (General Minutes.)

3 Arthur Williams resided near Assawoman Bay, Sussex County. This name appears
as one of the trustees of the deed, dated April, 1784, to the land on which the Sound
Church was erected. (Scharf: History of Delaware, 11, 1343.)
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Thursday, 30. I must needs ride twenty miles back to Lewes, principally
to see the people.

Friday, 31. Returned back to Milford. I had taken cold. I ordained
three deacons and exhorted a little.

Saturday, June 1, was a very cold day; we rode to Dover; the crowds of
people were painful to me; I ordained two deacons; was confined in
meeting four hours, and attempted to preach, but could not.

Sabbath day, 2. After meeting, I rode to Duck Creek Cross Roads, and
called at Doctor Cook’s to see Thomas White’s children. Doctor Ander-
son, Doctor Ridgeley, and Doctor Needham considered my case; they
advised a total suspension from preaching, fearing a consumption or a
dropsy in the breast.

Monday, 3. 1 ordained one person at the Cross Roads, and another at
Dickinson’s meeting house. I dined with Mr. Moore near the Appoqui-
nimink bridge, and then rode on to Wilmington; we have made forty miles
this day, What with labour and fevers my rest is greatly interrupted.

Pennsylvania

Thursday, 6. We held our conference in Philadelphia. I retired each night
to the Eagleworks, upon Schuylkill, at Henry Foxall’s solitary, social
retreat.®® The conference was large, and the business very important.
Ezekiel Cooper was confirmed in his appointment by me as our agent in
the book concern.®

New Jetsey

Wednesday, 12. After the rising of the conference I rode to Burlington;
and on Thursday, 13, to Milford; on Friday to Mr. Drake’s,®® near Am-
boy; and on Sarurday to New York.

31 The Eagle Iron Works were located on present 23rd Street and Henry Foxall was
one of the owners. He was also a local preacher at St. George’s Church. The works
were established during the Revolutionary War and were used for casting cannon.
Here about 1820 were cast some twenty-two-inch iron pipes, which were the largest
ever cast in America up to that date. (Scharf and Westcott: History of Philadelphia,
111, 225.)

32 John Dickins had died in the yellow-fever epidemic the previous year and was
succeeded by Ezekiel Cooper.

33 Benjamin Drake, whose home was a regular preaching place, lived at Piscataway
in Middlesex County, New Jersey. (Abstracts of Wills, New Jersey Archives, II, 150.
See Journal entries for June 15, 1800, and August 6, 1804, and letter to Ezekiel Cooper,
March 27, 1801; Phoebus, op. cit., 273.)
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Hughes, a Methodist from Ireland. The master had provided a medal,
but the committee judged it proper to keep it for a future examination.
Indeed, the master himself was best entitled to an honorary reward; and
this being the general sentiment, a subscription was undertaken for money,
to furnish the children each with a small silver piece, and so make them
equal—in a free country.

Thursday, 28. At Dickerson’s®® meeting house I preached upon Matt.
xxv, 46. We rode home with Benjamin Hersey, at Noxontown mill.5®

Friday, 29. We were righteous overmuch in riding in such haste and heat,
thirty miles, without refreshment; but we had fears for the Philadelphia
society. At six o’clock I gave a discourse at Wilmington, on 1 Pet. v, 7:
“Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you.” First, We should
have no care, as ministers or as Christians, but what is proper—such care
as may, with humble confidence, be cast upon the Lord. Second, How we
should cast the whole upon the Lord—Dby faith, by prayer, by patience, and
resignation, “That the Lord careth for us” as a God.

Pennsylvania

Saturday, 30. Most excessive heat, through which we rode to confer-
ence in Philadelphia.

Sabbath, 31. 1 preached in Fourth street, on John iii, 19. I was very
lame. On Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, 1
attended the session of conference, but on Saturday 1 remained in my
lodgings, and ministered to my sore foot. Our conference was a gracious
one. It appeared, as if the preachers were unwilling to elevate their voices
lest there should be an appearance of heat or anger; yet with the greatest
plainness would they differ from each other, calmly, and in love.

Sabbath, June 7. 1 took up my cross, and stayed quietly in the house
with a blister to my foot. We shall see if another operation will be neces-
sary. Minutes and letters took up my attention. We elected and ordained
eight deacons, and the same number of elders; on account of my lameness
it was done at my lodgings. We were well satisfied in the stationing of the
preachers; we received one from Canada, and sent three thither. My soul
hath great peace; and although there has been a formidable division
threatened, we humbly hope God will overrule it all to his glory.

Wednesday, 10. Doctor Physick®® applied a caustic to my foot.

% Dickerson meeting house, successor to White’s Chapel, was east of Townsend,
New Castle County.

5 Noxontown mill was a gristmill established by Thomas Noxon about 1740. It
stood on Noxontown Pond which in the days of Benjamin Hersey was a famed milling
centre. (Scharf: History of Delaware, 1015; Hallman, op. cit., 113.)

% Dr, Philip Syng Physick (1768-1837) was the son of Edmund Physick, one of the
Penn family agents in America. He attended the Friend’s Academy and was graduated
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