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I I Object

OWNERSHIP

□ Public
H Private

Q Both

Public Acquisition:

□ In Process

□ Being Considered

STATUS

^ Occupied

□ Unoccupied

□ Preservation work

in progress

ACCESSIBLE

TO THE PUBLIC

Yes:

S] Restricted

□ Unrestricted

□ No
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f4. OWNER OF PROPERTY
____________ ._________ _OWNER’S N AME:

Old Union Church Society
STREET AND NUMBER:

c/o Mr. W. Charles Money, 5 West Park Place
CITY OR TOWN:

Middletown
fsTIbCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

STATE:

Delaware

_____________________________________COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

County Building
STREET AND NUMBER:

Rodney Square
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STATE CODE

Wilmington Delaware 10

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Greater Wilmington Development Council List of Delaware Heritage
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Greater Wilmington Development Council
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|7. t^eSCftiPTION _________ ■ ___________ ___

CONDITION

(Check One)
□ Excellent ^ Good □ Fair □ Deteriorated r~l Ruins □ Unexposed

(Check One)
Q Altered Unaltered

(Check One)

I I Moved Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL AI^F^EARANCE
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Old Union is a brick church, built in 1847 by a congregation 
that has worshipped here since it was organized in 1789. The 
interior is divided into two rooms: a vestibule under the gallery,
and the main meeting room.^ The door is in the east wall, where it 
faces the former highway, which has since been relocated west of the 
church. Three large windows on each sidewall provide the principal 
lighting. On either side of the pulpit, in the west wall, are 
smaller windows.

The interior retains its nineteenth-century appearance, with 
dark stained and varnished pews, a gothic pulpit, and gothic chairs 
in the chancel. Surrounding the church and across the old road to 
the east is an extensive cemetery, in which are buried several 
important churchmen, including Bishop Levi Scott, a native of the 
neighborhood.

The bricks for this 40* by 60* building were burnt on the 
property, which was given to the Methodists in 1789 by Joseph 
Dickerson. The last major renovation of the present structure was 
in 1877.
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0 Altered 

Ix] Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

.1[l Unaltered 

(Cheek One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Original Site 

'\. Old Union is a brick church, built in 1847 by a congregation 
that · has worshipped here since it was organized in 1789. The 
interior is divided into { wo rooms: a vestibule under the gallery, 
and the main meeting room., The door is in the east wall, where it 
£aces the :former highway,_ which has .since been relocated west o:f the 
church. Three large windows on each sidewall provide the principal 
lighting. On either side of" the pulpit, in the west wall, are 
smaller windows. 

The interior retains its nineteenth-century appearance, with 
dark stained and varnished pews, a gothic pulpit, and gothic chairs 
in the chancel. Surrounding the church and across the old road to 
the east is an extensive· cemetery, in which are buried several 
important churchmen, including Bishop Levi Scott, a native of" the 
neighborhood. 

The bricks £or this 40 1 by 60' building were burnt on the 
property, which was given to the Methodists in 1789 py Joseph 
Dickerson. The last major renovation of" the present structure was 
in 1-877. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More am Appropriate)

I I Pre-Columbian | CU Century

I I 15th Century CD Century

I I 18th Century 
® 19th Century
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CD Historic 
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S Architecture 
□ Art 
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CD Conservotion
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□ Industry losophy
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□ Landscape Q Sculpture
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□ Literature

□ Military Q Theoter

CD Music _ Q Transportation
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE [

Union Church is one of the best-preserved specimens of 
early Delaware Methodist meeting.houses, which once were quite 
common throughout the State. \It is preserved by a local preservation 
society that maintains the graveyard and the church in an excellent 
state of repair.

Except for gothic interior fittings, the church is without 
embellishment, in keeping with early Methodist teachings. The 
proportions of the exterior are reminiscent of the Greek Revival, 
but without the ornament that usually is associated with<^at style.
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""Qld Union Church is one of the best-preserved specimens of 
early Delaware Methodist meeti~9. 1houses, which once were quite 
common throughout the State. , It is preserved by a local preservatio 
society that maintains the graveyard and the church in an excellent 
state of repair. 

Except for gothic interior fittings, the church is without 
embellishment, in keeping with early Methodist teachings. The 
proportions of the exterior are reminiscent of the Greek Reviv~l, 
but without the ornament that usually is associated with~at style. 
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J. Thomas Scharf, History of Delaware 1609-1888. 1888, vol. II,
p. 1021.
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Greater Wilmington Development Council, A List of Delaware Heritage 

Buildings and Areas in New Castle County, 1963. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

iiiiii

STATE

Delaware
COUNTY

New Castle
\ iT9T:RR NPS USE ONLY

BER DATE

i 8 1973

COMMON: Old Union Methodist Church oT 7 o M
AND/OR HISTORIC; Uniou Church

k .Crl
STREET AND NUM BER:

On U.S. Route 13 in Appoquinimink Hundrec mileg^cnpjfth of Blackbii d
CITY OR TOWN: '<L[9T\ crossroads
STATE;

Delaware
COUNTY:

New Castle 003
MAP REFERENCe

____SOURCE:

uses Map, Middletown Quadrainqle, 7.5 minute series
SCALE; 1:24.000
DATE: 1953

K REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 
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STATE: 

TO BE INCLUOED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundories where required. 

2. North arrow. 
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STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
Hall of Records 

Dover, Delaware 19901
DR. E. BERKELEY TOMPKINS 

DIRECTOR

July 5, 1972

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Room 3209
1100 L Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20005

JUL 1 2 1972

Dear Bill:

I enclose herewith the nomination form, map, and 
photograph for Old Union Methodist Church. This 
nomination was passed by our Review Board at its last 
meeting.

Sincerely,

t. Berkeley XompkiAs, DirtE. Berkeley TompkiAs, Director 
Division of Historical and 

Cultural Affairs 
State Liaison Officer for the 

National Register

EBT:efh:pfl

Enclosures
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STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
Hall of Records 

Dover, Delaware 19901 

July 5, 1972 

DR. E. BERKELEY TOMPKINS 
DIRECTOR 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
Room 3209 
1100 L Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Bill: 

I enclose herewith the nomination form, map, and 
photograph £or Old Union Methodist Church. This 
nomination was passed by our Review Board at its last 
meeting. 

EBT:efh :pfl 

Enclosures 

Si;~;:I:L L.L..:_ 
E. Be:~lo~~~ix:-,-;:rector 
Division of Historical and 

Cultural Affairs 
State Liaison Officer £or the 

National Register 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER
STATE PlIAWIBE

Date Entered JAN 1 8 19T1

Name

Old Onion Methodlnt Chureb

Location

Blackbird oxosazoads ▼icinitf 
Raw Caatla Connty

-
’■ ‘-'v'

Also Notified

Bon. J. R. Bidaa 
Ban. William V. Both, Jr.
Hon. Piarra s. da Pont, XV

Director, Northeast Region
j PHR NRowland ;itmi 1/22/73

'• -ff,: ■:

state Liaison Officer 
Dr. E. Barkeley Tions^ins 
Director of the Division of

Ristorieal and Ctatural Affairs 
Oe{»artasnt of State 
Dover, Delaware 19901

ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 
1 8 1911 

Name Location 

Old Union t.hodiat C urcb a vieWt.y 

Also Notified 

tat• • 
Biden Dr. ..--~~ins 

n. , Jr i 01 
• Pi t, IV unl. Affair• 

Director, Northeast ~gion 

E_ NRowl and:mm 1/22/73 
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INVENTORY OF THE CHURCH 
ARCHIVES OF DELAWARE 
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HISTORICAL RECORDS SURVEY 

'f, 

,1 PRELIMINARY DRAFT NOW BEING 
t • CHECKED FOR FlNAL ACCURACY 
?: 

MARCH 1940 

WORK PROJECTS ADMINISTRATION 

OIVISJON OF PROFESSIONAL AND SERVICE PROJECTS 

OLD POST OFFICE BLOG. 

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 



213. UNION METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1782--, 1 mile N of Blackbird. 

Organized 1782 as "Union Meeting House". Name was changed in 1835. Until 1785, when a log 
church was built on present site, services were held in homes of members.1801-47, another log 
church on same site was used. Present building dedicated 1847. It is a two story brick structure. The 
graveyard surrounds the church. Here many of the early leaders of Methodism, including Bishop Levi 
Scott, are buried. The church now has but one service a year. First settled clergyman, Rev. Edward 
Sanday, 1831-07. See: articles in Wilmington newspapers, Evening Journal, Sept. 8, 1926, Sunday 
Star, Sept. 13, 1931, Morning News, Sept.14, 1925. 

Minutes, prior to 1845, on single sheets. One each year, several missing; 1846-65, 1 vol.; 
1865--, 2 vols.; Register, prior to 1857, on single sheets; 1857-64, 1 vol.; 1865--, 2 vols.; Financial, 
1804-42, 3 vols.; 1842-65, single sheets, one each year; 1865--,2 vols.; Deed of Trust, 1828, signed 
by George Beaster, Thomas Stephen, and Hyland B. Pennington; at parsonage on Immanuel M. E. 
Church, Townsend (entry 195)., in custody of Rev. D'Arcy A. Littleton. Records of incorporation and 
deed: New Castle Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record: vol. 035, p. 50; vol. V36, p. 58. 
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14th District Senator James Vaughn was on hand Sunday, Oct. 14 to. unveil the 
new commemorative state marker at Old • Union Church near Townsend. The 
unveiling took place after the church's annua.I service and meeting. Tliis year's 
service �as dedicated to the late John Dickinson, wlio was the church society's 
secretary. (Kristen Newell photo) 
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF "OLD UNIO N" 

On July 17,- 1789, Joseph Dickinson donated to the board of 
trustees - Lewis Alfree, J ohn Bulow, Abra ham Frelas, Elias Na u

dain, Barnett Van Horn, John Allen, Jacob Alfree, Thomo Skillington, 
and Francis Ki nsley - a tract or land upon which Union Church was 

built. Completed in 1792, this church, built of logs, was known as 
"Dickinson's Chapel." In 179 , it was rebuilt, and the record shows 

that in 1805, the trustees reported that they had a frame church. 

In 1847, the cornerstone was laid for the present brick church, and 

the church was dedicated on December 23, 1847. The brick for the 

church was manufactured on land near the site. The congregation met 

in Lee's Chop I during the bullding oJ the chu rch. When the chu rch 

reopened. it h3d a membership of 150, ond 40 members in Sundo.y 

school. the superintendent being Fronk Rcihm. The church at this 

time wns on the same ci rcuit ,s Frie ndship ~lethodist Church locoted 
near Fleming's Landing. 

The board of trustees at this time was composed of Jacob Van 

Dyke, John Townsend, William M. Watts, Frank Reihm, 7ohn Ellis, 

Colen Ferguson. Benjamin Money, Joseph C. Hutchison, • urnell T. 
Jones, and Andrew J. Collins. Services of worship were held every 

Sunday. 

The adjacent cemetery reveals the names of Delaware's early set

tlers having been Dutch, Swedes, French Huguenots, and English. The 
oldest tombstone according to Frank R. Zebley's, The Churches of 

Delaware, is that of Sarah Fields, who died on March 27, 1799. 

Due to the development of other churches, such as Scott 

Methodist in Blackbird and Immanuel Methodist in Townse11d, most of 
the regular attendants transferred their memberships, which made it 

impo sihle to keep up the church in a regular way; the church closed 
:iround 1900, and, nnual reunions hu~e kept "OLD UNION" alive these 

80 some years. 

TRUSTEES AND MEMBERS AS RECORDED IN 1805 

John Barlow, Abraham Staats, William Williams, John Buxon, 

Joseph Rothwoll. Arnold Na udain, Jared Rothwell , James l,att.omus. 
Fr,ncis Hopki ns. Daniel Crouch. J oseph Buckson. John Floyd . William 

:Vloredith. Benjamin Howard, Richard Pe nnington, Wtllio m Tu ff. 
James Hyatt, Richard Graham, Moses Ginn, and J acob Varr,er. 

202ND ANNIVERSARY 
"O God, Our Church , Beacon Ligh~ Still Stands Thro ' 

Al] the Storm and Strife" 

"OLD UNION" METHODIST CHURCH 
ORGANIZED 1789 

52ND ANNIVERSARY 

OLD UNION CHURCH SOCIETY 
OP.GANIZED 1939 

Photn or .. Old I inion :vfethodisl Chcrrh 
cir ca - 1880 

AN~L\L MEETING 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 13, 1991 
11 A.~I. and 2 P,M. 

"Old lJ:lion" is localed in Appoquinim.ink Hundred. :,.,'~w Castle County, Delaware 

on CS. 13, just north of 81Jckbird. 



. ' I • 
-I// -

f'." t ' m '.TU t'.''TJH]LiliT f?'W .c.:\t,1. trorctt. 1n2-. 'fr.Cl'OllVi.i'U9 Xf!Ok, 
n<mr ,'jpym•• ------

vr~Q.1lh9d 1782. Semoa• Nr• held tn 1~, baUd)1'1b cin ;if'tH<tnt site un
t U IGO~. f r ~•(Pr.t bu 11111Jrii de:Uo•tgc ll'll"/ • It 1a • t'r-oa,,e be U.d ln.~ wi" t b 
o~ory aujoin.\n ,tt• Urn eet.Ue~ c:sl•l"'Q&C• 8ft. t r. C-antwell. tonnra un
Ja:om.1.. f-1'01 ,;:Ta• ;,:d?Ja .ouu. a h1rior1oal sketch. 11tU,uorlpt 1n poaaesa.tcm 
of l:rs. J. :- • J.-mt·t-.a• Toc1Ht.de • 

Re :i,1•tf•r (m~bsn)• 1~14-•, 1 vol•J ln poostt#dc!: ot po.st;~:r • . Rev. fh:n.--~ 
o. Et,~~®, '.M•~11• • ~~eor;Ia or h:>cor:;or1Ktl .m and 4Hdar tdw Ca•Hie (;o. P'iS001"• 

da'a efffollt., ~ l"e-, ~t ~norllJ· TOl• !2• P• 4401 Tale FT, P• 11!• TOl• ~·24, F• 69J 
.frl~~e .n.ota ;,euord.1 nl. n. P• ™· 

,) 213. u::1. '?i l',i .-1'?:tLt:::1 t;; ·· 1scc::iL emJ,J;Cfl. 1111-. ll'flil• •• of' IJl&eltb:ll"de 

or..,>t..tlti-:d l 'l!'}it a~ "t1rucm ~:~ Eouae... ?Jae •• cl\an6ecl in 18,35. tm
tU 1185, ,;i",ftl a log oJmroh ·wu bw.lt -oo preu:it a.Ho, •ff'f'lot,t■ worfJ h•ld in 
het:~es c f !Ti ~~-h•M"•• 1ao1-t1. uoth~r lo~ obu1'oJI cm aa?M 11 t• •• ue4. Pri.'lamst 
b.JllJ ir: ,. ,,e<l.1011.-t "!d 16t1. lt 1~ a 't-.o otor, 'br1ot atV"UOtur1h !he .;ra-Y,eyav-11 
aurroUh!lfl ..,iz" oh'.troh• fieN rt.tar¥ of the •uly lead•r• or ~•\hO<lim;: • imolu1in.r; 

11!? op • -,vl ;'eott . S>r$ burl.i. ~be 4Jmroh 11~ ha• b\it or.,o eenl~• a -:rear• 
H r.st •ettl-:,cd c h -r~~. line 4-,-4 Samd.q• l~Sl•'f• t1tai ertlolao in 'Wil.in
ln•.~i,n f.. "'1~apa;;~re, "itYain4 -Jo •• 641pt• a. un. ,B';!!!R ~ ... ,:;.pt. 13. 
V',31. ~e-m iy Bn11, S~• 11. • 

1-·fou ~l~•, :;,rlor ·to lM&. G> • -~nJl.a •h••'•• er.'3 esei'i 'Jl'1r..r, •~vei-al s,i ■•ing1 
1846-6~, 1 vol•J )865.-• 2 els•1 ;:e;i;1et•, r• ~o-r to 1857• M alflr,le e; f!tetaJ 
1~~7-64, 1 Yol. r urne--. 2 'Yola•1 flnan.~i•l· 1-sos-u. 3 Tel••· 18-42~, •inr;le 
eh:,.,t .u , ·o 5eoh .;•e--er-J 1865-• 2 'fol••J :Jeed. ol f rvn. 1~28, •l~,-,..t J:11 :-;eor;,.e 
kaott:?r. :'.b , ·~.a ~to;?hon• Q:114 nflalz4 a • . PGm:11n-gtozt1 et perim~•t• or 11:~, r.uml. JlJ• 
•. • r t-.urcl1. 7owti1tt1md. ( ♦ittr, Z~BJ. 1D ev•todt ot ROT• D' A\ro1 1.. 1 ,ittl .- ~• nee
or-rl:, c:if ~ncor;;,orttt1on alld dllOla lew CtuJt.li! Co. reoorder'a c,.ffie•• t eo4• t oool'd, 
Yol. :. ~6. r• 601 Tol. vaa. P• •• -

/ tH. '.:.Qf,;~ r:, fJ' T , ..:·-:.t.:-:1' ~E'lSCOt.AL Ctro!l.-CB• .1784-•., 6 1111♦1 !f. of t.el!:yvlllth 
,c 

" J C•r 611nl t.& ~ Mad firat btlUd1D4 •rected 17tH, throui), th• >$f tort• of frHbonl 
~i-a-r-z-~t•@• 1Wt,o tnr • ..,......i ,..,..,. ka4 ocDhaoto.d 1tit ll~d ae?~!.«He ln this vio.ln-
1 ty • .ft ~a • fr~_build..lr.0 sith .t1~od a1daa and root. a!).1 was loo.at«.\ 

,('\ 

~ 
t.J 

n"t-out one m:1 l~ cie\rt!':o..•t of th• prfffllln .tt•• In l $01 tbs "-11 ldinb MS :ropa11'~d 
anfl ·He ehur"h inccirpor•tod under too~ ct ~llllai' Chapel. rtc,b' •Ut 1820. 
=- r ~s~t hd1.i~1 : . . ,!!Qd!eatistl 1ST6e R•lr>l1lt 192~• A cn9 4t-'r1 f r e.r.c, b\J l h1 h1~• 
wltt b~Hry <"ind ~u. A eiilp IDMt~ 'fts fomarl;, r.eld 1n • r.~u-~ i.:,ro-ve t,ut 
th~e., ~t!l~f·. l.r; ,.. l!I bM·• b~• diis~mtil:uttd f~r •~ ,reer• ,-at. first st&t"H!?d ol~1"• 

..... 
I 

~ 
C¾ 
,r-. 

' 
cni'tl , F~v• ,:;.. r • !uhba• 18-69-"'10• tees h!11t0~1oa.l skr-..oh• l 7$4•10M, t:..tm11• ~ 
a~r l r:t in :.t0ta At"oh1.,~•• "8 

n nut <:; •• li:17P---. 1 '1'01., Fbt.a:c:olal,. ·1es2--. l .,,01., 1.ie: poaao~aion or Riley j 
Huiltc.u, r\ . ~ • · •, .-.,lb;r,rllb•. Pe,~hter,. 1878-• 4 ftlhJ in po3>a~u:t n uf pnator, r 
.:-iov. -J·M·1 ·,, n r: . r ,,ibb• fi.aacma. :aun.ta-7 Boboo ~ l i33-, 1 voi ., .ln ~-oHoulon or J· .• 
·', iss ·.:•r-~.oe :'..aahw,• i.t'.tr., Seltar,111•• Reoor,,b of lnoorp«11!-t.1c:m o.nd t!~edaJ 
.~1J3e,i,2 Cr.i. '· ?Cor1el"'a ~ftlo•• ~a R.Ool'IJ •ole AC26,. P• 431J vo l •. V.062, P• 
-4761 vc•l• Jfl.B l• P• 281 vol . mik. P• £!!, 'i'ol. !JI.:'G l58• P• 4UlJ '901• Dfl'J21I1. P• 
4S!i t vol. ;,)iJ0!45, p. 4'2e 

f 215. .l ' • •• ,,··1 ' , . l :'."r ~?! . .:COi'Al, CS3¥,-Cil• ~7'SS-• uo Holo~ar1h.1vJ U.n.t. l 
mt le l'rom. <"hltent11~• • 



NEW CASTLE COUNTY. 1021 

handsome structure wa~ then erected at a costof$10,000 
irnd opened for regular ~ervice, on December 25th of 
the t1rune year. The present number of communicants 
is about eighty. A Sunday-school under the super
intendence of the rector is connected with the church. 
In 1883 a rectory was built at a cost of $3000. The 
officers of the church at present are: Senior Warden, 
H. N. Willits; Junior Warden, H.A.Nowland; Vestry, 
Wm. ·R. Cochran, W. A. Comegys, Joseph Hanson, 
John Lockwood, M. N. Willits, E. R. Cochran, Isaac 
Gibbs. 

The following is a list of the rectors since 1791 and 
the date when they commenced the service: 

Rev. Bissel.. ......................... 17nl Rev. J. H. Tyng ............. ...... 1842 
Rev. De Shiel. ...................... 1794 Rev. Thos. J. Ozzannc ........... 1844 
Rev. ltcese ........................... 1802. Rev. Antlrew Frccman ........... 1845 
Rev. IL Lyon Davis .......... ..... 1808 Rev. H. R. lforold .. .............. 1849 
Re<. Smith ................. . ........ .1822 llev. 'l'hos. Billopp ................. 1856 
Re\·. Willer .......................... 1824 R~v. Lloyd GoldsUorough ...... 1858 
Rev. RoUinflOU. Rev. John W. Brown ............ 18GG 
Rev. Reese ........................... 1831 Rev. J.C. McCabe, D.D . ........ 1868 
Rev. II. L. D:\\'is .................. 1831 Rev. W. C. llutl•r ......... ........ 1873 
Rev. llfcKenny ............ : ....... 18:14 Rev. G. W. Lewio .................. 1877 
Rev. John Coleman . ............. 1835 Rev. H. S. H. Gallu.udet .... . ... 188-l 
Rev. Pock ............................ 1830 Rev. Joseph Beera ................. 1885 
Rev. J. P. Bnusm~n ............... 1838 

The first meeting that led to the erection of Eman
uel M. E. Church, at Townsend, was held June 13, 
1871. A ten-days' notice bad been given by Archi
bald Finley that a meeting would be called on this 
date, for the purpose of selecting trustees to pro~ure 
1<uitable grounds and erect a church. The trustees 
were A. Finley-, Richard Townsend, Israel P. Hall, 
Jsa!lc Passwater8, George M. D. H11rt, William P. 
Foredt, William D,rniels, David S. Lymun and Nehe
miah Davis. Of these, TownHend and DaYis w·ere ap
pointed to selec~ ground. On ,July 5, 1871, they pur
chMed one acre, in the midst of a grove, of Samuel 
B. Ginn. The ere(-t.ion of a frame church, twenty
fotir feet by thirty·six feet, was immedialely bep;un. 
It waH dedicated 011 A ugnst 20th, of the same year, by 
Revs . . T. F. Clymer, Vaughn Sruith and W. C. Pretty
man. The membership at this time was fifteen. The 
church w:L~ connected with the Appoquinimink Circuit 
until 187 , when it was ml'ldeaseparate ~tation. Several 
additions have been made to the builuing at various 
times. The church has been very pro8perous, and 
now has a membership of one hundred and twenty
five. A flouri:;hing Sunday-~chool of one hundred 
and tifty scholar ·, under the superintendence of D. B. 
Mn.lonry, is connecterl with the church. The scholars 
have the use of a well-selected library. On .Septem
ber 2, 1881, two and a half acres of lnnd, about a mile 
south west of the town, were pu rcha,ed of James T. 
Taylor, and laid out in burying lot,~, and is under the 
control of the board of t, us tees of thiH church. 

The board is at present compoRed of the following 
persons: Thomas Maloney, D. B. Maloney, George 
M. D. Hart, William D,wiels, A. L. (iuillen, .Tames 
T. Taylor, H. A. Wilson and William A. Scott. 

Since Emanuel Church has been a separate station 
it has been served by Revs. J. Hestin Willey, Theo-

dore E. Bell, C. K. Morris, E. P. Roberts and S. M. 
Morga.a, the present paster. 

The Independent Methodist Episeopal Church was 
organized in February, 1883, with a membership of 
thirty-six. Meetings were held in Vandyke's school
house until 1886, when the presentchurcb was erected. 
It was situated three miles west of Townsend, on a 
tract of hind one hundred by one hundred and 
twenty-five feet, donated to the congregation by 
Columbus Watkins. The building is a frame stmc
ture, twenty by thirty-four feet, and cost about 
seven hundred and fifty dollars. The firdt trustees 
were David Johnson, Joshua Brown, Thomas Biddle, 
Juhn Solway and James T. Webb. The church has 
been prosperous; bu& owing to the fact . that many 
of the congregation have removed from the vicini y, 
the membership now numbers twenty-eight. .A. 
flourishing Sunday-school, with a membership of 
thirty-eight, is conducLed under the superintendency 
of Mrs. Sarah Skeggs. Services are held every Sun
day afternoon by Rev. J. T. Webb, who bas mfois
tered to the congregation since its organization. 

William Moore, JamesT. Webb, William .rrow1and, 
Caleb Lewis, Wellington H. Townsend and Sarah 
Skeggs compo8e the present board of tru$tees. 

THE FIRST l\iETIIODIST Cm:1ltCH in the hundred 
was White's Chapel, which stood between Townsend 
and Pine Tree. This was succeeded by. Dickerson's 
Cllapel, which was near Dexter's corner. On July 
17, li80, Jo·eph Dickerson donatr.d to Lewis Alfree, 
John Barlo1v, Ab·raham Frelas, Elias.i: audain, Bar
nett Vanhorn, John Allen, Jacub Alfree, Thomas 
Skillington and Francis Kinsley a tract of land on 
which the first Union Church was built. This 
building remained until 1844, when it wa'I removed 
and the present building erected. During this illler
valsen•ices were held in Lea's Chnpel, standiug near 
by. The structure, forty by sixLy feet, one story 
high, was completed in 1848, and cost three thousand 
eight hundred dollars. The bricks of which the 
church is built, were manufactured on church prop
erty in. close pro..timity to the site of the building. 
In 1877 the church was closed for repaira, and wns 
reopened in November by .13isbop Simpson. The church 
is in a prosperous condition and has a membership of 
one hundred a.od f:ift.y. There are forty members of 
the Sunday•school, which is under the superintend
ence of Frank Reems. The church has been con
nected with the same circuits as Friendship .M. E. 
church, and been served by t.he same pastors. 

The present board of trustees is composed or the 
following persons: Jacob 0. Vnn Dyke, Johll Towu• 
end, William M: Watts, Frank !teems, John Ellis, 

Colen Fr.rguson, Benjamin Money, J. 0. H11tchiuson, 
Purnell T. Joues nod Andrew J. Collin . Services are 
held e\·ery, uoday. 

msbop Levi ;cott, D.D., born Oc:tober 11, 1802, at 
si.·Lecn started to learn the tanuing busines'!, but 
served but four months at that trade; he then went to 
Georgetown to leo.ru the carpenter tmde, which he 
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Lee's M. E. Chapel, white, was organized and incorporated on Sept. 2, 
1824. They met in a place known as the "whitehouse." 

Lee's M. E. Chapel, coloreJ, is located at Pine Tree. The land was se
cured on June 1, 1907, from Martin B. Burris. The church was completed and 
dedicated in 1907. 

\.'(lhite' M. E. Church, lo(;tteJ between Townsend and Pine Tree was 
the first McthoJist church to be buil t in Appoquinimink Hundred. It was 
succeed ed by D i'ck inson ·s Chapc:I. now Union Church. 

Union Methodi t Church (l\l.E.) is located five miles below Odessa. On 
July l 7. 1789, Joseph Dicki nson JonnteJ to a board of trustees, a tract of land 
upon which Union Church was built. This church, built of logs, was completed 
in 1792 and was known as .. Oi(kinson· • Chapel." It was rebuilt in 1798. ln 
1$05, the trustees reported that they had a frame church. The corner-stone 
of the present brick building w:1s lai J in l 8-i7 and the dedication service was 
held on Dec. 23, 18-47. The brick$ were burned close by on the church prop• 
erty. During the bui!Jing of the churrh , the congregation met in Lee's Chapel. 
Alexander McClermont <lon ate<l land to the d1urch on Apr. 5, 1850. 

Exten ·i,·e repairs were made in 1877 and n reopening service was con
ducted by Bishop Simpso ll on Thanksgiving Day, No\'. 29, 1877. On the fol- I 
lowing Sun<hy services were conducted by Bishop Levi Scott and the Revs. 
J. B. Merrit, Charle~ Hill and James Carroll , the pastor. 

Bishop Levi Scott, a native of this section, who died on July 13, 1882, is 
buried in the churchya rd near the entrance. The inscription on his monument 
is "His record is his monument." There is a large well -kept graveyard. The 
oldest temb·tone the writer could find is that of Sa rah Fields who died on 
Mar. 27 1799. Regular ser\'ices ha,·e been discontinued but annu.al services 
nre heJcl on the second Sunday in September. 

Swtt's Methodist Church (M.E.) at Blackbird. This church was the out
growth of a Sund;1y School started by Mrs. Lottie T. Block.son in 1886. The 
chllrch was org, nized and incorporated on May 9, 1898. On Oct. 22, 1898, 
the church site, containing 9000 sq. ft. was purchased from Theodore Fergu
son. The church was built in 1899. lt was ·dedicated on Sun ., Sept. 17, 1899. 
Those taking part in the sen ·ices were the Revs. L. E. Barrett, D .D., Alfred 
T. Scott, Dr. 1. L. Wood, Wm. Fairies, G. P. Jones and J. B. Coverdale. 

Blackbird Presbyterian Church was located three miles n. e. of Walker's 
School and then to the left about live hundred yards to a point close to Black
bird Creek . rt faced a road that at that time followed the course of the creek. 
1t was built previous to 1788, as one of the tombstones records the death of 
Rachael Haughey on Mar. 10, 1788. By 1809, the church had become dilapi
dated , The graveyard, at least, was used in 1853 as another tombstone records 
the death of l saac Gibbons in 185 3. The site is in a dense forest and ne evi
dence of the church remains. A portion of the ·stone wall surrounding the 
graveyard is still standing. 

Scott M. E. Chapel, colored, was located near Taylor·s Bridge on the road 
to Flemming's Landing. The trustees purchased the church site from Isaac 
Staats on June 3, 1864 for Sl0.00. The church was built and it was dedicated 
at l O A. M . on July 21, 1867, by Bishop Levi Scott. It was incorporated on 
Sept. 26, 1903. Unused for several years the building was torn down in 1944. 
'T"I . •• ... . . ( _ •• - - ·· · · · - ' • • - .._ _ 1. L - -- • J 

UNION METHODIST CHURCH, NR. BLACKBIRD 
(Page 190) 

FRIENDSHIP METHODIST CHURCH, S. E. Of SMYRNA 
(Page 192) , 
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the mother and daughters are serious, and the son thoughtful. The 
weather is oppressively warm, and I feel weary and faint. I was much shut 
up at Bethel, 71 on 1 Peter iii, 18. Three times have I been here, and always 
straitened in spirit. 

Saturday, 14. Came to Sandstown: 72 the weather very warm, and the 
people dull: I administered the sacrament, and rode away to Cooper's 
ferry, 

73 
where we left our horses and crossed to the city, (Philadelphia:) 

here I found brother Whatcoat, with whom I took sweet counsel. 

Pennsylvania 
Sunday, 15. I had some energy in speaking, and at sacrament. In the 

afternoon it was a feeling time, on "The Lord will give grace and glory." 

New Jersey 
Monday, 16. Rode to Mount Holly, where I preached on "Come, ye 

blessed ofmy Father," &c.; and then at New Mills on "Suffering afflic-
tion with the people of God." ' 

At Burlington I enlarged on, "Neither is there salvation in any other," 
&c. : these are not a zealous people for religion. 

Pennsylvania 
Wednesday, 18. We returned to the city of Philadelphia. Next day I 

preached, and was close and pointed. 
F_riday,. 2?. I was led to treat on the sufferings of God's people; as 

entuely d1stmct from those they endure in common with other men and 
certainly unavoidable by all who are really alive to God. I fou~d it 

that "the Ark of the Lord rested at Shiloh." He had two thousand acres of land which 
he

7
~old to p~op]e of his own faith. (lf_istoric Roadsides in N_ew Jersey, 38.) 

Bethel 1s the present-day Hurffville. The church was mstituted as early as 1771 
and t~n years later a Methodist society was also started at nearby Paulsboro. Bethel 
gave tts name to one of the circuits in 1790. (Heston: South Jersey: A History, I, 444; 
Journal entry for September 29, 1790.) 

72 
Sandtown was the present Mount Royal, New Jersey. Its former designations were 

Saadstowo and also B~rkely, a village in Greeowicb Township, Gloucester County, on 
Mantua Creek, four miles southwest from Woodbury. It is not to be confused with the 
present Sandtown in Burlington County. Atkinson (op. cit., 366) says, "There must 
have been a society there, or else it does not seem probable he would have held a 
sacramental service." (Gordon's Gazetteer of New Jersey 1834 233 · Heston o,p c,·t 
I, 397.) ' ' ' ' • ., 

73 Cooper's ferry was at Camden. 
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necessary to change some official men; and to take proper steps in pre
paring to defray our church debt, which is now £500. I _ga~e th~m a 
sermo11 on "By tll.is shall all men know that ye are my d1sc1ples, 1f ye 
love one another." 
. Sunday, 22. In the afternoon I left the city, and preached in the evening 
at Chester. 

Delaware 
Monday, 23. I rode forty-five miles to Dickerson's," in the Delaware 

State. Preached at Little Creek, 75 and then rode five miles to Dover, and 
preached in the court house. I bless God for peace of mind, and com
munion with him. 

Swiday, 29. I had many to hear at Dover, and had power and liberty in 
speaking on Gal. i, 5: we also had a good sacramental time. In the after
noon I spoke on the latter part of my text~how and what it is to suffer 
according to the will of God. Thence to Thomas White's, where I was 
closely employed. 

Maryland 
Sunday, November 5. I preached at Cambridge, on "We preach Christ 

crucified," &c.; little light, and less heat. I was blessed in my own soul, 
and had liberty in preaching at M'Keel's76 in the afternoon, where there 
is some revival among the people. 

Thursday, 9. I rode to Mr. Bartholomew Enn,als's;11 the notice was 
short and the congregation small; the word, nevertheless, reached some 
heart~. I crossed at Vienna, a dead and dark place for religion. 

Friday, 10. We had more than I expected of hearers at Quantico chapel. 
Thence I went to Wicomico River, and lodged at Captain Conaway's,78 

74 Joseph Dickerson, who in July, 1789, donated land on which a chapel naa,ed 
for him was erected near Dexter's Comer, New Castle County. It was the successor 
to White's Chapel located between Townsend and Pine Tree. (Scharf, History of Dela
wal'e, II, 1021.) 

75 Methodist preaching began in 1778 in Little Creek Hundred, Kent County, 
Delaware. That year Gum Swamp Chapel was built and occupied its original site until 
1875 when the improved structure was moved to Little Creek Landing about a mile 
distant. (Ibid., ll, ll21.) 

18 John McKee!, or McKell, lived near Cambridge, Dorchester County, Maryland. 
(Hallman, op. cir., 116; Journal of Thomas Haskins~ November_ 26, 17~2.) . . 

n Bartholomew Ennalls played an earJy and conspicuous part m planting Methodism 
in Dorchester County, Maryland. He was among those wl10 joined in the persecutio~ 
of Freeborn Garrettson at Cambridge. (Boehtn, op. cit., 58; see Journal entry for Apnl 
18, 1802.) 

78 Captain Conaway resided in Wicomico County near the river of that name. 
Ricllai·d Whatcoat rode wiU1 the captain from Thomas Garrettson's near Vienna to 
Quantico. (Sweet: Religion on the American Frontier, IV, 84; Hallman, op. cit., 108.) 
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board, and the time for opening the college. On Friday, I returned to 
Baltimore. In the midst of business my mind is calm. 

Sunday, 16. Preached at Baltimore and Fell's Point. On Monday, the 
people waited nearly two hours at Daniel Evans's before I arrived, owing 
to my horse being out of the way: I found he had stuck a nail into his 
foot, so that I had to leave him. Under these discouraging circumstances 
I was much exercised: nevertheless, I had liberty in speaking, and there 
was a melting time among the people. Thence I hastened to Hunt's chapel, 
where I enlarged on, "I know you, that you have not the love of God in 
you." 

I rode by John Colgate's gate-an old stand of mine. It is now, in two 
senses, fallen into decay. The want of religion oftentimes causes the want 
of economy. Ah! how do the persons and fashions of this world pass away! 

Tuesday, 18. I found the work of God in a reviving state at G--'s. 
Wednesday, 19. I had a liberal opening at John Wilson's, on "Whoso

ever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved." Thence I hastened 
to the Fork church, and preached on Cant. iii, 1-6. I lamented the gayety 
of the children of Methodists; but yet they do not appear to be so full of 
enmity against God and his people as other children. 

I hastened to Cokes bury, it being the examination: some gentlemen and 
some triflers were present. Friday, I preached at Josias Dallam's. 

Saturday, 22. I preached at Havre de Grace, on Acts ii, 23. 
Sunday, 23. I had a large congregation at Elkton, and some power 

attended the word. In the evening spoke at Isaac Tussey's. 
Monday, 24. l had a large, solemn congregation at Wilmington. I feel a 

persuasion that God will revive his work at this place. 

Pennsylvania 
Tuesday, 25. I attended at Chester; and next day came to Philadelphia. 

I had liberty in speaking on Cant. v, 6-10. On Thursday and Friday, I 
had not freedom as I wished. I was seized with a violent headache, exceed
ing anything, as I thought, I had ever felt. 

Saturday, 29. I felt a little better. My mind was stayed upon God. 
Sunday, 30. We had a good sacramental occasion. In the afternoon 

brother Willis'' preached; and at night I had some enlargement on 
Ephes. iv, 17-19. 

Wednesday, October 3. I met the people, and explained the nature and 
design of the college. 78 

Thursday, 4. I preached on the primitive design of the Church. 
77 The Rev. Henry Willis was the elder at New York. He was the first man to be 

ordained by Asbury. (See Journal entry for January 18, 1785.) 
78 The college was Cokesbury College in Maryland. 
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Friday, 5. We had an uncommon love feast-a gracious season-much 
speaking. On Saturday I met a class. 

Sunday, 7. There was life in the administration of the sacrament. I felt 
humbled before the Most High. I trust the Lord will revive his work, and 
make his power known. 

Monday, 8. I came to Chester, and preached on, "My grace is sufficient 
for thee." 

Tuesday, 9. I had unusual freedom in speaking at Aaron Matson's. 
Thence I pushed on through the rain, and was sorely tempted to complain. 

Delaware 
Wednesday, IO. I was at Wilmington; and next day came late to Joseph 

Dickerson's. 
I visited Duck Creek Cross Roads, 79 where we have a comfortable 

house, which cost about two hundred pounds. 
Saturday, 13. Came to Dover very unwell, and brother Ira Ellis80 

preached in my stead. 
Sunday, 14. I read prayers, and preached on 2 Tim. iii, 10; and solemnly 

set apart Jacob Brush81 and Ira Ellis, for the office of deacon: I trust it was 
a profitable time. I spent two days at Thomas White's. 

Tuesday, 16. I preached the funeral sermon of Joshua Barwick-a 
faithful steady man, who had followed the Lord about ten years; my text 
was, "These all died in the faith." 

Thursday, 18. I had Divine aid in preaching at Milford's: 82 the house 
was open, and the day was cold. 

Friday, 19. Came in the evening to Shanklands. Here I found the people 
in disorder and violence about the election; some had gone so far as to 
take up fire-arms. 

1• This was the present Smyrna. 
80 Ira Ellis, a brother of Reuben Ellis, was then on the Kent Circuit. (For "A Sketch 

of the Labours and Travels of Ira Ellis," 1781-95, by himself, followed by a certificate 
of recommendation by Asbury and Whatcoat with a tribute from the former, see Journal 
entry for February 17, 1805; Sweet: Religion on the American Frontier, IV, 710, 711.) 

81 Jacob Brush was born near Merrick, Long Island, in 1762 and died of yellow fever 
in New York City on September 24, 1795. He was interred at the Forsyth Street Church. 
At the time of Asbury's visit he was on the Dover Circuit. (General Minutes, I, 66; 
Seaman: Annals of New York Methodism, 114, 136; Hallman, op. cit., 60; Wakeley, 
op. cit., 367-70.) 

82 More than a decade before Milford, Delaware (Sussex County), was laid out in 
1787, John Cooper preached in the nearby home of Reoyear William. The old Melhod
ist Cemetery, North and Third Streets, was the site of the unfinished chapel to which 
Asbury refers. Asbury, who preached in the community in 1778, records about eighteen 
visits to Milford. (Scharf, op. cit., II, 1198; Hallman, op. cit., 117; Lednum, op. cit., 
254, 255; Colbert's Joumal, Milford Circuit, TI, 65-115.) Milford Circuit first appears 
in 1789. (Hynson: Historical Etchings of Milford and Vicinity, 47-49.) • 
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New Mills, 
87 both preachers and people appeared to feel, and the watch

night was attended with some breathings after God. 

Thursday, 8. We had a poor, dry meeting, at Mount Holly: some were 

alarmed with fear, lest we should make a noise as we had done in Phila

delphia; some dear country friends felt the Lord powerfully, and carried 

home the flame. 

Friday, 9. I felt inward strength at Bethel, on Isa. lxili, 12. The power 

was present, but there is not as much religion amongst them as formerly. 

Saturday, 10. My ride to Bethel was thirty miles, and thirty miles more 

brought me to Deerfield ;88 I spoke very alarmingly, and to little purpose 

at the Methoclistico-Presbyterian Church. ' 

Sunday, 11. At the Glass-House89 I felt myself, and the Lord made 

others feel-to purpose, I hope. Thence to Salem, at three o'clock: it was 

levelling work, storm and thunder, whilst I opened and applied Isaiah xxx, 

20, 21. 

Monday, 12. I returned to Philadelphia, where there were five criminals 

hanged; one of them professed conversion. 

Tuesd~y, 13. Was the day of election for representatives; preaching in 

the everung was to little purpose, on, "Arm of the Lord, awake." "O Lord 

of life! when shall it be?" 

Delaware 

I preached at Wilmington, on the dedication of our new chapel: 90 thus 

far are we come after more than twenty years' labour in this place. 

Thursday, 15. I preached at Dickinson's. Here we have a good house 

days than did James Sterling. He was a prosperous merchant and often accompanied 

th~ preachers, rendering valuable assistance in establishing Methodism at other points. 

His daughter, Mrs. Rebecca Sterling Cowperthwaite, was the founder of the church 

school. (Pamphlet on 150th Anniversary of Broad Street Methodist Church 1938 · 

Heston, op. cit., 11, 646; Schermerhorn: History of B11rli11gto11, 195.) . • ' 

87 New Mills was the present Pemberton. 
13 

Deerfield was the present Deerfield Street. Asbury preached in the Deerfield 

Stone Church, then used jointly by Presbyterians and Method.ists. It was erected in J 771 

and is sti~ in use by the P!esbyteri~s. (Gordon's Gazeteer of Ne111 Jersey, 128; New 

Jersey Gwde-Federal Wnters PxoJect, 655; New Jersey Annual Conference Minutes 

1954.) 
' 

8
' This was undoubtedly the famous glassmakiog center which had been established 

b?' Casper Wistar in ! 739 and which resulted in the establishment of a manufacto_ry and 

village known as W1starburg. Wistarburgh was located on Alloways Creek in Salem 

County. The New Jersey Guide states that "Caspar Wistar's glass factory was founded 

at Allowaystown," so that may be considered today the successor of the former Wistar

burgh, and the Alloways Methodist Church the immediate descendant of Asbury's 

preaching. (Gord?n's Gazeteer of Ne111 Jersey, 93; New_ Jersey Guide; Cunningham: 

N~~ Jersey: _A H_1storY_ of_ Her Industries, 17-;23; Map of New Jersey, 1822.) 

M~thod1s:°1 m W1lm1ngton, Delaware, mtroduced in 1767 by Captain Webb at 

open-air me~tmgs, had advanced through temporary quarters in Joseph Gilpin's store

house on King Street Wharf and the schoolroom of John Thelwell until 1789 when it 
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built· and a blessed foundation of living stones fixed on the chief coruer

ston;. After preaching at Severson's and Duck Creek Cross Roa?s,91 we 

came on Saturday to Dover quarterly meeting; here the congregat10n was 

large and serious. 
Sw,day, 18. Preached on, "The Lord whom ye seek shall suddenly come 

to his temple." Ordained William Jessop and Jacob Brush elders. We 

have had encouraging intelligence of an opening in New E~glan?: _we 

shall send Jacob Brush to assist Jesse Lee, who has been some time v1s1ting 

those parts . 
. Reached Judge White's in the evening, and rested there on Monday. 

Tuesday, 20. Rode to Milford; where we had a great move and noble 

shouting. I felt myself very unwell. We had a very comfortable love feast 

next morning. I was taken with a sore throat, and br~ther Whatcoat sup

plied my lack of service. I was laid up four days;_ a v~olent headache ~nd 

fever attended the inflammation in my throat, with little or no perspua

tion. I made use of flaxseed tea, and a very great expectoration followe?. 

Wednesday, 28. I came to Lowry's, oi at the head of Nanticoke. I sttll 

feel much pain, with a fever and hoarseness. I must take blame to myself 

for riding sometimes in the night and cold evenin~s without an upper coat: 

I am growing old; and I live much in southern climes. I lo~ged at brother 

Hitchen's13 who was ill with a bilious and nervous complamt. 

Thursday, 29. Came to Wicomico, and was kindly entertained. 

Virginia 

Friday, 30. We rode in the rain-it was almost enough to kill healthy 

men. After steeping our feet in warm water, we came to brother Down

erected its first chapel. It was thirty-five feet square and stood near the southeast comer 

of Walnut and Third streets on a lot conveyed to the trustees May 1~, 1789; The 

cornerstone was laid by Richard Whatcoat, who as late as June, 1793~ ID Baltimore 

"made up 50 dollars for the Wilmington Church." It was named for B1sho~ Asbury, 

who preached in Wilmington in 1772. (Lednum, op. cit., 56-59; Scharf, op. cit., r, 717, 

718.) 
h · h' h 

01 On May 13, 1783, James Severson conveyed to seven trustees l e site ~po~ w 1c 

in 1784 a chapel was erected one and one half miles from R~thwells Landmg 1n Duck 

Creek Hundred. It was dedicated on December 27, 1784. This 25 x 28 foot s_tructure, 

preceded by one built of logs, is believed to have been the first frame meetmghouse 

built by Methodists in Kent County, Delaware. In Asbury's Jouri~al, Nov~D:ber 30, 

1780 the name "Liverson" erroneously appears. Because of changLDg conditions the 

chur~h fell into disuse about 1921 and was removed in 1940. (Scharf: History of Dela

ware, JI, 1097, 1103; Hallman, op. ci~ .• 120, 257.) 

82 James Lowry lived at Lowry's Mills, Northwest Fork Hundred. For a day by day 

account of Asbury's illness during the week before his arrival at Lowry's, see Sweet, 

Religion 011 the American Fromier, IV, 82, 83. 
. 

o~ Asbury first preached in the home of Spencer Hitchens January 20, 1780. He lived 

in Northwest Fork Hundred, Sussex County. (Scharf: History of Delaware, II, 1279; 

Hallman, op. cit., 113.) 
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Saturday, October 2. As we could not reach New York, I stopped and 
gave them a discourse at Elizabethtown. We afterward had a safe, al
though a long passage, by water to New York;m and found all in peace. 

New York 
Sunday, 3. I preached at the old church;167 and in the afternoon at the 

ne'Y, on Matt. xxv, 31--46. The new church is commodious, elegant, yet pla111.16s 

Monday, 4. We began our conference,m and sat with close application 
to business until Thursday morning: all was peace, order, and unanimity. 
On Thursday evening I returned to Elizabethtown. 

Friday, 8. Rode twenty-five miles to Trenton, and preached at night. 
Next day I rode through a heavy rain to Philadelphia. · 

Pennsylvania 
Sunday morni~g,. IO, was r3:iny. I however preached at St. George's 

church, and agam m the evemng. Henry Willis is come hither to settle 
himself in life, and will probably go into trade. The Church has thereby 
lost, in part, a faithful servant. 

Thursday, 14. I left the city; dined at Chester; and here I saw one whose 
soul was made dear to me by long acquaintance, now feeble in body and deeply affected in mind.10° • ' 

there. Ezekiel Coop~r, who followed the same general itinerary in 1786, says he lodged 
at S~uel Jaques tn Cranberry, and that it is probably the same person Asbury mentions. (Phoebus, op. cit., 28, 44, 71.) 

104 
Elizabethtown lay on the shore of New Jersey across the narrow Arthur Kill 

fro~ the northwest come~ of Staten Island. The distance from Elizabethtown to 
Whiteb~l at the southern tip of Manhatten Island was approximately fourteen miles. 1

~
7 

Th_1s was John Street Church, built on the original properly purchased by the society m March, 1768. 
158 Thi h hth d" s new c urc .' e secon m New York, was the Forsyth Street Church, re-

ferred to by Asbury m numerous Journal entries as the Bowery Church or the new 
church. Thomas Morrell had been appointed in 1789 to raise the funds and build the. 
church. (See letters dated May 20, June 19, October 3, and one undated, 1789; 
Journal entry for May 28, I 789.) It stood on Forsyth near Division streets on seven lots 
purchased from George Workheart on A\1gust 17, 1789, for 350 pounds. The site was 
on t!1e fom:ier est_at_e_ of James Delancey, which had been forfeited to the state because 
o_f his Joyal 1st activities. TJ1e church was of blue stucco over rough stone, 50 x 70 feet in 
size, and cost around $2,500 exclusive of the lots. It was held by the same board of 
ti:ustees as the John Street property, a custom which prevailed until 1835. (Seaman, op. Cit., 104-14.) 

... Joh11 Street Records, I, shows that the church entered wholeheartedly into meeting 
~he c~sts of the conference. One entry indicates that the church paid the costs of 'keeping the preachers' horses" for £26/6/8. 

140 
The person referred to was Mrs. Mary Withey. (See note under July 6, 1773.) 
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Reached New Castle, in Delaware, and once more preached there, and 
had a few serious hearers. 

Friday, 15. I did not reach Dickinson's in time; however, ~ spoke a 
little. I found sister Dickinson161 wrapped in clay, whom I left sick about 
three weeks ago: sbe bas been an attentive, devoted woman, bas washed 
the saints' feet, and kindly served the dear servants of God; and I trust 
her soul is now in peace. I spoke a little at Duck Creek Cross Roads, 
where nearly thirty members have been added to the society since last 
conference. 

Sunday, 17. We had a gracious love feast, and a very powerful meeting; 
many bore a living testimony; there was great life and shouting among 
the people of God. In the evening I rode to brother White's. 

Monday, 18. At Thomas White's my soul has been made to feel very 
solemn: a view of the remarkable work of God; the death of some, and 
the deep spirituality of others; the sending out young men for the ~nis
try; and the providing for the fatherless and widows; these are all weighty 
matters, and greatly occupied my mind. In the midst of all my soul 
pantetb after God. . 

Wednesday, 20. We rode twenty miles to Milford quarterly meetm~. 
They have celled the chapel, and put the galleries in order; and what ts 
still better, there were many living souls among them. 

Thursday, 21. At the love feast many spoke of the dealings of God with 
their souls. I once more visited B. Williams, and felt my soul powerfully 
drawn out towards the children. The people are alive; but I fear they are 
not as much engaged as they were this time last year. 

Friday, 22. Came once more to sister Sharkley's ;182 now my dear old 
friend is gone, perhaps the Gospel must go out of the house: I trust the 
dear woman is gone to heaven. I then visited the fatherless and the widow 
(sister Abbitt:) I felt sweet peace, and a solemn sense of the presence of 
God. 

Saturday, 23. Came to Lewiston. There being no preaching appoioted, 
we rode to the light-house:163 I could but praise God that the house was 
kept by people who praise and love him; no drinking or swearing her~. 
Brother Hargus is a Christian and a preacher; and God has owned his 
labours. An Irish vessel bad been cast away with three hundred souls on 

111 This was probably the wife of Joseph Dickenson, who in 1789 dooated the site for 
the chapel that bore his name. (Hallinan, op. cit., 109, 249.) 

m This is probably a misspelling of Shockley. Elias Shockley was one of the Trustees 
to whom a lot for the Milford Church was deeded on December 3, 1787. (Scharf, op. 
cit., II, 1198.) 

ue The keeper of historic Henlopen Lighthouse on Cape Henlopen was then J. R. 
Hargus. 
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and was very unfit to speak at all. We came to Salisbury, where we rested 
on Monday. Brother Lee preached three times. Here I got bled. 

Tuesday, 21. We came to Annamessex. My horse began to sweat, swell, 
and tremble-and died upon the road. Brother Levin Moore26 was with 
me: we put his horse in the sulky, and both of us rode to Samuel Smith's. 

Wednesday, 22. I borrowed a horse of Samuel Smith, and crossed 
Pocomoke, and rode to Littleton Long's, where I gave an exhortation to 
a few people. It was a very extraordinary legacy of a living friend that put 
forty-five dollars into my hands; had I not bought a coat I might have had 
fifty dollars in my pocket; it would have been a wonder for me to have as 
much money by me; but one hundred or more might be needful to pur
chase another horse. 

Thursday, 23. We rode to Downing's,27 where I gave a short exhortation, 
and on Friday, 24, we came to John Purnall's ;28 he is gone to his long 
home. Here I gave up my borrowed horse, and the only alternative was to 
put brother Hardesty's29 horse in the sulky, and wedge ourselves with all 
our baggage together. We rode by Frederick Conner's, and made it nearly 
thirty miles, through excessive heat, to the widow Bowen's. 

Delaware 
Sabbath, 26. I preached at the chapel, a~1d rode home with brother 

William Leister, living in the north end of Worcester county. This day we 
enter the State of Delaware. I have had great dejection of mind, and awful 
calculations of what may be and what may never be. I have now groaned 
along three hundred miles from Baltimore. 

Monday, 27. After preaching at Johnson's we rode to the Sound, and 
lodged at Arthur Williams's,80 an aged Methodist preacher. I passed the 
night in great affliction. 

Tuesday, 28. We came on to Dagsboro just as the stage was about to 
set off for Milford. I paid the fare, and sent brother Hardesty along. I 
called upon William Johnson, a gracious soul. We then came into Milford 
about eight o'clock, after riding forty-three miles. Here I rested a day. 

26 Levin Moore, an itinerant preacher, 1791-1801, was then en route from Harford 
Circuit to visit numerous relatives near Laurel, Delaware. Samuel Smith lived near 
Crisfield, Somerset County, Maryland. 

27 Downing's was in Virginia near the Maryland line. 
28 John Purnall lived near Pocomoke City, Worcester County. At his home Bishop 

Coke preached during his first visit to America. (Coke, op. cit., 47; Lednum, op. cit., 
342; Maryland, a Guide to the Old Line State, 441.) 

29 William Hardesty, a traveling preacher, 1792-1801, was in 1799 on the North
ampton Circuit. (General Minutes.) 

30 Arthur Williams resided near Assawoman Bay, Sussex County. This name appears 
as one of the trustees of the deed, dated April, 1784, to the land on which the Sound 
Church was erected. (Scharf: History of Delaware, II, 1343.) 
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Thursday, 30. I must needs ride twenty miles back to Lewes, principally 
to see the people. 

Friday, 31. Returned back to Milford. I had taken cold. I ordained 
three deacons and exhorted a little. 

Saturday, June I, was a very cold day; we rode to Dover; the crowds of 
people were painful to me; I ordained two deacons; was confined in 
meeting four hours, and attempted to preach, but could not. 

Sabbath day, 2. After meeting, I rode to Duck Creek Cross Roads, and 
called at Doctor Cook's to see Thomas White's children. Doctor Ander
son, Doctor Ridgeley, and Doctor Needham considered my case; they 
advised a total suspension from preaching, fearing a consumption or a 
dropsy in the breast. 

Monday, 3. I ordained one person at the Cross Roads, and another at 
Dickinson's meeting house. I dined with Mr. Moore near the Appoqui
nimink bridge, and then rode on to Wilmington; we have made forty miles 
this day. What with labour and fevers my rest is greatly interrupted. 

Pennsylvania 
Thursday, 6. We held our conference in Philadelphia. I retired each night 

to the Eagleworks, upon Schuylkill, at Henry Foxall's solitary, social 
retreat.31 The conference was large, and the business very important. 
Ezekiel Cooper was confirmed in his appointment by me as our agent in 
the book concern.32 

New Jersey 
Wednesday, 12. After the rising of the conference I rode to Burlington; 

and on Thursday, 13, to Milford; on Friday to Mr. Drake's,33 near Am
boy; and on Saturday to New York. 

31 The Eagle Iron Works were located on present 23rd Street and Henry Foxall was 
one of the owners. He was also a local preacher at St. George's Church. The works 
were established during the Revolutionary War and were used for casting cannon. 
Here about 1820 were cast some twenty-two-inch iron pipes, which were the largest 
ever cast in America up to that date. (Scharf and Westcott: History of Philadelphia, 
III, 225.) 

32 John Dickins had died in the yellow-fever epidemic the previous year and was 
succeeded by Ezekiel Cooper. 

33 Benjamin Drake, whose home was a regular preaching place, lived at Piscataway 
in Middlesex County, New Jersey. (Abstracts of Wills, New Jersey Archives, II, 150. 
See Journal entries for June 15, 1800, and August 6, 1804, and letter to Ezekiel Cooper, 
March 27, 1801; Phoebus, op. cit., 273.) 
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Hughes, a Methodist from Ireland. The master had provided a medal, 
but the committee judged it proper to keep it for a future examination. 
Indeed, the master himself was best entitled to an honorary reward; and 
this being the general sentiment, a subscription was undertaken for money, 
to furnish the children each with a small silver piece, and so make them 
equal-in a free country. 

Thursday, 28. At Dickerson's58 meeting house I preached upon Matt. 
xxv, 46. We rode home with Benjamin Hersey, at Noxontown mill.59 

Friday, 29. We were righteous overmuch in riding in such haste and heat, 
thirty miles, without refreshment; but we had fears for the Philadelphia 
society. At six o'clock I gave a discourse at Wilmington, on 1 Pet. v, 7: 
"Casting all your care upon him, for he careth for you." First, We should 
have no care, as ministers or as Christians, but what is proper-such care 
as may, with humble confidence, be cast upon the Lord. Second;How we 
should cast the whole upon the Lord-by faith, by prayer, by patience, and 
resignation. "That the Lord careth for us" as a God. 

Pennsylvania 
Saturday, 30. Most excessive heat, through which we rode to confer

ence in Philadelphia. 
Sabbath, 31. I preached in Fourth street, on John iii, 19. I was very 

lame. On Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday, I 
attended the session of conference, but on Saturday I remained in my 
lodgings, and ministered to my sore foot. Our conference was a gracious 
one. It appeared, as if the preachers were unwilling to elevate their voices 
lest there should be an appearance of heat or anger; yet with the greatest 
plainness would they differ from each other, calmly, and in love. 

Sabbath, June 7. I took up my cross, and stayed quietly in the house 
with a blister to my foot. We shall see if another operation will be neces
sary. Minutes and letters took up my attention. We elected and ordained 
eight deacons, and the same number of elders; on account of my lameness 
it was done at my lodgings. We were well satisfied in the stationing of the 
preachers; we received one from Canada, and senr three thither. My soul 
hath great peace; and although there has been a formidable division 
threatened, we humbly hope God will overrule it all to his glory. 

Wednesday, 10. Doctor Physick60 applied a caustic to my foot. 
68 Dickerson meeting house, successor to White's Chapel, was east of Townsend, 

New Castle County. 
69 Noxontown mill was a gristmill established by Thomas Noxon about 1740. It 

stood on Noxontown Pond which in the days of Benjamin Hersey was a famed milling 
centre. (Scharf: History of Delaware, 1015; Hallman, op. cit., 113.) 

• 0 Dr. Philip Syng Physick (1768-1837) was the son of Edmund Physick, one of the 
Penn family agents in America. He attended the Friend's Academy and was graduated 
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