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THE COUNCIL

of

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF WILMINGTON

PRESIDENT

IST WARD

2ND WARD

3RD WARD

4TH WARD

STH WARD

6TH WARD

7TH WARD

8TH WARD

9TH WARD

10TH WARD

11TH WARD

12TH WARD

CITY CLERK and

1925-1927

Howard M. Ward (R)
Arthur Johnson (R)
William J. Winchester (R)
Joseph B. Green (R)
Robert Bruce Clark (R)
Alexander R. Abrahams (R)
John O. Hopkins (R)
James S. Evans (R)

James B. McManus (R)
Harry E. Vincent (R)
William M. Duffy (D)
John §S. Birowski (D)

Sybil U. Ward (R)

CLERK OF THE COUNCIL Homer C. Simmons (R)

MAYOR

George W. K. Forrest (R)



THE COUNCIL

of

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF WILMINGTON

1927-1929

PRESIDENT William N. Cann (R)
IST WARD Arthur Johnson (R)
2ND WARD William J. Winchester (R)
3RD WARD Joseph B. Green (R)
4TH WARD James A. McKenna (R)
STH WARD Charles S. Lednum (R)
6TH WARD John O. Hopkins (R)
7TH WARD James S. Evans (R)
8TH WARD James B. McManus (R)
9TH WARD Harry E. Vincent (R)
10TH WARD James D. Lewis (D)
11'TH WARD Leroy F. Hawke (D)
12TH WARD Sybil U. Ward (R)

CITY CLERK and
CLERK OF THE COUNCIL Homer C. Simmons (R)

MAYOR George W. K. Forrest (R)



THE COUNCIL

of

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF WILMINGTON

1937-1939

PRESIDENT Albert W. James (R)

IST WARD Fred Brown (R)

2ND WARD William J. Winchester (R)

3RD WARD John J. Ayars, Jr. (R)

4TH WARD Paul M. Palese (R)

5TH WARD Frank J. Corsano (R)

6TH WARD John O. Hopkins (R)

7TH WARD Irving Warner (R)

8TH WARD John J. Anderson (R)

9TH WARD William E. Skellenger (R)

10TH WARD William J. Graney (D)

11TH WARD John A. Osowski (D)

12TH WARD John M. Conway (D)
CITY CLERK and

CLERK OF THE COUNCIL Homer C. Simmons (R)
MAYOR Walter W. Bacon (R)



THE COUNCIL

of

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF WILMINGTON

1939-1941
PRESIDENT Albert W. James (R), succeeded to mayoralty
Bayard Sharp (R), installed Jan. 15, 1941
1IST WARD Fred Brown (R)
2ND WARD William J. Winchester (R)
3RD WARD Joseph B. Green (R)
4TH WARD Paul M. Palese (R)
5STH WARD Frank J. Corsano (R)
6TH WARD John O. Hopkins (R)
7TH WARD Bayard Sharp (R), resigned
C. Emerson Maxwell (R),
appointed vice Sharp, Jan. 15, 1941
8TH WARD John J. Anderson (R)
9TH WARD William E. Skellenger (R)
10TH WARD William J. Graney (D)
11TH WARD John A. Osowski (D)
12TH WARD Albert T. Strawbridge (R)
CITY CLERK and
CLERK OF THE COUNCIL Homer C. Simmons (R)
MAYOR Walter W. Bacon (R), resigned

Albert W, James (R),
inaugurated Jan. 15, 1941
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Grace
Dr. Janet Harmon

""Star Spangled Banrer"
"Qur Delaware'

Greetings ‘
Secretary of State William T. Quillen
Governor Thomas R. Carper

Toast: Class of 1992
Senator Robert J. Voshell

Pumpkin Mushroom Bisque

- Toasts: Classes of 1988 & 1990
Senator Patricia M. Blevins
Senator David P. Sokola
Senator Richard A. Hauge
Senator John C. Still, III
Senator Robert L. Venables

Cornish Game Hens with Wild Rice and Pecans

Melange of Brussel Sprouts, Carrots and Chestnuts -

 Toasts: Class of 1980

Senator Myrna L. Bair
Senator Robert T. Connor
~Senator David B. McBride

Mixed Winter Greens with Raspberry Vinaigrette

Toasts: Classes of 1974, 1976 & 1978
Senator Robert 1. Marshall -
Senator Harris B. McDowell, I11
~ Senator Nancy W. Cook
‘Senator Andrew G. Knox

" Tuiles with Fresh Berries |
Coffee

Toasts:  Class of 1972
Senator Thurman G. Adams, Jr.
Senator Roger Allen Martin

| Dorhdine Chandon

Champagne Toast: Class of 1972
Senator Richard S. Cordrey
. President Pro-Tempore

The Senate of the State of Delaware

Response: Class of 1964
~ Senator Herman M. Holloway, Sr.

- Benediction
"God Bless America'

Lieutenant Governor Ruth Ann Minner, Senator Thomas B. Sharp and
Senator James P. Neal Senator William C. Torbert regret that they are unable to attend.

Senator James T. Vaughn






WILLTAM J. WINCHESTER

William J. Winchester, born in the State of Maryland, came to
Wilmington, Delaware at the age of 15. Resided in South Wilmington
until his passing in 1951. Becare interested in govermnent at an
carly age and aligned himself with negro republican party leaders
such as Johnny Thompson and Charles K. Coleburn, both cf whom pre-
pared him to assume the leadership as thev moved from the political
scene in the State of Delaware.

~ Mr., Winchester became a member of the Mt. Joy linited Methodist
Church, located in South Wilmington, where he served as President
of the Board of Trustees for 22 years, and held numerous positions
of leadership with the now defunct Delaware Conference.

Active for years in conmunity affairs, Mr. Winchester earned
the respect of countless number of both black and white citizens
throughout the State of Delaware. He was elected six times Wilm-
ington City Councilman from the old Second Ward in the City of
~ilmington where he emerqed as the sinale most trusted and presti-
aious black spokesperson for his race in the history of The First
State. His advocacy for his race was always foremost. Mis anproach
was always judicious, diplomatic, yet firm. ‘

He served for 20 years as a member of the Tepublican State
Committee in association with such notables as C. Douqglas Buck,
Frank V. du Pont, T. Coleman du Pont, Thomas Teeny, lke Brown, John
Townsend, Walter Bacon, John 0. Hopkins, Hannibal Cooper and Oscar
Sewell. William J. Winchester, because of his firm lovalty to the
Republican party, his inteqrity and his unswerving devotion to the
orinciples of equality for all peopie, beqan a new phase in the
ralitical history of the State of Delaware, when in January 1948,
he pecame the first hlack person ever to be elected to the Delaware
State Leqgislature.

From 1920 until his untimely passina in 1031, Uncle Jim, as
he was affectionately caled by his many admirers, gave unselfishly
of himself. His many statewide involvements and ail contributions
significantly improved the social and economic status of all blach
citizens in the State of Delaware.

William J. Hinchester served long vears dao as a huilder of
bridges for wholesome race relations.
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A bridge on a road to freedom

Willlam J. Winchester, Dels-
ware's {irst blacl legislator, really
beijeved that all men are created
equal and are “endowed by their
Creator with certain unallenable
rights” such as life, liberty and the
pursuit of happiness.

And I'm sure the small group of
blacks who huddled Thursday on the
new bridge over the Christina,
downstream from the old Third
Street Bridge, also believes in lit-
eral application of that creed.

As [ sat with them in a snowfall at
the bridge dedication, it occurred to
me how significant it was that the
span be named after the late Wil-
liam Winchestc:.

[ have a hurch Sen. Herman M.
Holloway Sr. was influenced by
instinct when he promoted (he name
ing of the bridge for William Wip-
chester

The fact is that this bridge is
on the route Caesar Rodney took
about 200 ycars ago on his famoup
ride from Dover to Philadelphia,
also in inclement weather, to vote
for the Declaration of Indepen-
dence

During the brief but impressive
ceremora under the capable guid-
ance of Sen. Holloway, thougﬁI of
when the Declaration was adopted
with most signers really not believ.
ing :n literal application of the
creed it espoused,

11 took many years of conflict, a
major civil war, lots of bitterness,
and thousands of demonstrations
before we neared the goal of human
rights and civil liberty.

And William Winchester was one
of the pioncer blacks who tested

that creed when he successful( ran -
e

for office. particularly in the [egis-
lature, a mere 32 years ago in Dela-
ware.
In July of 1776, when Rodney as a
member of the Continental Con-
ress set out from Dover for Phila-
Iphia to vote for the Declaration
of Inde,nce. he followed the route
then available. This took him to
New Castle, then Delaware's capi-

tal. and from there to Wilming- -

Bill Frank

toa by way of present day New Cas-
tle Avenue to the Christina, just
about at the southern end of Win-
chester Bridge.
In those days there was no bridge
and Rodney crossed on a ferry.
Once across, he contigued his dash

through today's east side Wilming- |

ton to the present Philadelphia
Pike, thence to Chester and even-
tually to the State House in Phila-
delrhll. now called Independence
Hall. ’

So the Winchest~r Bridge is an
important link in the Delaware
{reedom route {ollowed by Rodney.
Naming it for a man- who helped
develop genuine freedom for his
race turns oyt to have been of

ter significance than Sen. Hol-
oway or the legislature thought.

Adding to the importance of
Thursday's dedication was thst it
was alsn the $2nd birthday of the
late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.,
who had a dream of racial equality.

An added [actor was attendance
of Republicans and Democrats who
laid aside political difierences to
honor a man whose life and activi-
ties confirmed the American creed
that all men are created equal.

I've attended any numbcr of dedi-
cations but never one like this one,
thanks to Sen. Holloway and Ma
Willlam McLaughlin wgo )eemagt;
vie In relating boyhood experiences
around the old Third Street Bridge.

Each told of confronting the
gangs that roamed the area, the
rivalry between baseball teams and
how on one occasion Third Street
Bridge had to be lifted to stop one
gang from invading another's terri-
tory. .

I thought of when oyster boats
anch at a small park on the
north side ¢f Third Street Bridge
while the caplains sold their wares
to Wilmingtonians who [locked
there for the succulent seafood.

It was ap &rhu to bave the
Rev. Jesse Eo alker of Mt Joy
Methodist Church offer the invoca-
tion since Willlam Winchester was
an official of that church. Trafinna

'

Wilsba was in'a vocal solo,
assisted by the Mt Joy cholr.

But the peak was when Anna
Coverdale of Greenwood, a daugh-
ter of William Winchester, and
Stella Bolden, a nlece, cut the rib-
bon 1o the applause of the witnesses.
with a score of Winchester kinfolk
including many grandchildren and
great grandchildren present.

Willlam Winchester was elected
to City Council six times and twice
to the General Assembly. He died in
January of 1952 at the age of 76 in
bis home, 1118 B Street.

The [irst state officlal to express
regret was then Gov. Elbert N. Car-
vel who called Mr. Winchester “an
outstanding member of his race who
had gained the respect and admira-
tion throughout the state.”

The dadication, by the way, was
no doleful affair. Despite inclement
weather, Sen. Holloway kept the
program moving, with dignity but
not without bumorous moments
which I'm sure Willlam Winchester
would have relished.




William J. Winchester Bridge open

“bridge 0! sighs” becs 1€ it presented so n.<ay
problems to highway vfficial.

Before construction on the new bridge
began, federal oflicials had warned that the
oid span was bemminf increasingly unsafe

By WILLIAM ', FRANK

Staff writer

The $7.6 mullion Willam J. Winchester
Bridge — named after the [irst hlack member
elected 10 the General Assembly — is now
oren to traffic, replacing the nearby €9-vear-
old Third Strect Bridge.

Bul the bridge txat spans the Christina
Rives will be temporanly closed shortly
before 10 Thursdav morning for ws official
delication by Guv. Pierre S. du Pont IV.

Sen. Herman M. Hollowy Sr., D-Wilmington,
had recommended in 1979 that the new bridge

be named in momory of Winchester. Winches.
ter served 16 years on Wilmingron City Coun-
cil before being elected to the House .
Representatives in 1948, where he was the
first black mnamber ever elected to the Gen-
eral Assembly. He died in 1952 during his
second {erm.

Construction on the new bridge began in
1975. It is directly in line with East Fourth
Steet, and it was financed primarily by $7
million in {ederal funds.

The old Third Street Bridge, which is sev.
eral hundrded yards upstream {rom the Win-
chester bridge, had become known as the

for heavy traffic. 1t will cost about $1 m:llion
to demolish the old bridge.

Jotning the governor in the dedication cere-
mony Thursday will be Holloway, Kermut Jus-
tce, secretary  of the Department of
Transportation, the Mt. Joy Methadist Church
choir of Townsend Street and its pastor, the
Rev. Jesse H. W alker,










COVER: Peter Spencer and the Big Quarterly by Simmie L.
Knox. Courtesy of Delaware King Memorial Foundation

Mr. Knox was born in Mobile, Alabama. He holds both a B.F.A. and M.FA. from
Temple University in Philadelphia. Though he has worked in a variety of media, it has
been through portraiture that he has received national acclaim. His portraiture has been
commissioned by Alex Haley, Dorothy Height and Bill Cosby, to name a few. Mr.
Knox's paintings are in the permanent collections of the state capitols of South Carolina
and Tennessee and the Museum of African Art of the Smithsonian Institution. He
formerly taught art at Howard High School and the Delaware Art Museum.

350 Years of African American Heritage
in Delaware

Art from the exhibit at The Gallery of

The Afro-American Historical Society of Delaware
Howard High School |

Thirteenth & Poplar Streets

Wilmington, Delaware

Sponsored by:
The Afro-American

Historical Society of Delaware

Opening - June 2, 1989



Introduction

African American settlers were among the first in Delaware. Their native African
culture blended with the Anglo customs they were forced to adopt, forging a vibrant
heritage. In capsule form, “350 Years of African American Heritage in Delaware”
proudly displays that birthright. It commemorates the achievements of African
American men and women whose victories in their public lives have inspired many as
well as those whose private acts of courage have passed unnoticed. The artwork in the
exhibit, reproduced in this catalog, was created by Black and white artists, most with
Delaware roots -- some amateurs, some teachers and some professionals. These artists
have enriched their work with the legacy of Delaware’s African American traditions.

The Afro-American Historical Society of Delaware was founded with the recognition
that if African Americans do not take the initiative to preserve and teach the heritage
of our forebears, then it is destined to disappear. Through exhibits such as this one, we
hope toraise the public’s awareness of the struggles and triumphs of African Americans
throughout Delaware’s history.

The Gallery of the Afro-American Historical Society of Delaware at Howard High
Schoel will be the future setting for mote exhibits exploring the contributions of African
Americans to history, art and other fields of endeavor both locally and nationally.

Harmon R. Carey

President and Founder

Afro-American Historical Society of Delaware
June, 1989






Firsts By
MERICANS

In Delaware & Across America

Joyce Riley, Dallas Riley
& Darlene Riley

An informative compilation of backgrounds, histories, and
noteworthy achievements of a few of the many Afro-Americands
in Delaware as well as across the nation.

/20,0092
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