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XXIV. METHODIST PROTESTANT 

The Methodist Protestant church differs from the Methodist Episcopal in organization rather 
than in doctrine, having neither bishops nor presiding elders. 

There are both white and colored conferences in Delaware. The two are unrelated, having 
separate National organizations and being of separate origin. 

• The colored Methodist Protestants were the first to withdraw from the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, forming their own organization in 1813. This is now the African Union Methodist Protestant 
Church (entry 423) with headquarters in Wilmington. 

Fifteen years later a number of independent white Methodist churches, composed largely 
of individuals who had withdrawn from the Methodist Episcopal Church, created a provisional 
organization under the name of the Associated Methodist Churches. Two years later this became the 
Methodist Protestant Church. 

Both groups withdrew for substantially the same reason, dissatisfaction with ecclesiastical rule 
and lack of lay representation in the conferences of the church. 

African Union Methodist Protestant 

This denomination originated in one of the local churches and for many years the church and 
the denomination bore the same name. As their early records have not been found it has been 
difficult to determine when other churches became associated with it or which records in the County 
Recorder's office pertain to the church and which to the denomination. All such doubtful records have 
been listed under the individual church since it was the first organize. 

423. AFRICAN UNION FIRST COLORED METHODIST PROTWSTANT CHURCH, 1813--, 702 
Poplar St., Wilmington. 

Organized 1813 under the leadership of Rev. Peter Spencer and William Anderson. It is one of 
the oldest associations of colored churches in this country. In December o 1812, desiring a church 
completely independent of the white race, a group of members withdrew from the Ezion Methodist 
Episcopal Church (entry 348), and organized the Union Church of African Members, which was 
incorporated July 21, 1813 (entry 424). Other nearby colored congregations for similar reasons joined 
with them and in 1814 the first annual conference was held. 

A total of thirty-one churches were members of the conference by 1850, but after the death of 
Peter Spencer in 1843, there was some dispute as to his successor and legal controversy with 
respect to the church property. This culminated in the withdrawal of thirty members in 1851 . These 
formed the Union American Methodist Episcopal denomination {see entries 406-14 and the Reformed 
Union American Methodist Episcopal Church, entries 415-17. However other congregations united 
with the mother church and by 1866 there were eight members of the conference. 



In the meantime the First Colored Methodist Protestant Church had been organized in Baltimore 
(see forthcoming Inventory of the Church Archives of Maryland), withdrawing from the African 
Methodist Episcopal conference in June 1850. Within fifteen years a total of fourteen congregations 
were members of the conference organized by this church. 

In November 1865 arrangements were made to unite the two organizations and on August 25th 

of the following year the first general conference assembled. Regional conferences were held until 
1933, since which time they have been consolidated into a single annual conference. A general 
conference is held quadrennially. See: Discipline of the African Union Church in the United States of 
America and elsewhere (Wilmington, Porter and Eckel, 1852, 120 pp.); Doctrine and Discipline of the 
African Union First Colored Methodist Protestant Church (Wilmington, Eckel, 1867 132 pp.; later 
edition, Charles H. Gray, 1927, 175 pp.); Mrs. A. D. Nelson, "Big Quarterly in Wilmington", 1932, 9 
pp., manuscript in possession of Wilmington Institute Free Library. 
Minutes of Annual Sessions (including Financial), 1872--, 22 printed vols. ( series incomplete), in 
possession of statistician, Rev. C. N. Walker, 413 Jefferson Ave., Towson, Md. 

424. MOTHER AFRICAN UNION FIRST COLORED METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1813--, 
819 French St., Wilmington. 

Organized and incorporated July 21, 1813 as the Union Church of African Members. 
Congregation consisted of those who dad separated from Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church (entry 
200) in 1805 but who did not want their church governed by the mother church in whose councils t11ey 
had no voice. They were led by Peter Spencer, a preacher of their own race and a man of unusual 
ability. A small frame building called "Pigeon House" was bought and moved to the present site. This 
served until 1827 when it was replaced by a larger frame building. The churchyard was used as a 
cemetery until becoming overcrowded the General Assembly passed a law, February 12, 1861, 
prohibited further interments (Del. Laws, vol. 12; chap. 28). Adjoining property was purchased August 
30, 1837 for a parsonage. The church was enlarged in 1842 and in 1877 was replaced by the present 
church, a two story brick building with gallery and stained glass memorial windows. Quarterly 
conferences were held alternately in different nearby churches. The conference in this church held on 
the last Sunday of August of each year came to be known as "Big Quarterly". Being held at a season 
when weather and harvesting schedules were propitious, it not only survived the other quarterly 
conferences but grew until it is now an important element in the religious life of the colored people 
of this entire section. Colored churches and their congregations of all denominations celebrate "Big 
Quarterly" and thousands of colored people, some from great distances, congregate in Wilmington on 
that day. First settled clergyman, Rev. Peter Spencer, 1813-43. He lies buried behind the pulpit of the 
church he founded. See: Jonathan Chippey, Historical Sketch on the One Hundred Twenty-third 
Anniversary (Wilmington, News-Journal Co., 1928). 
Minutes, 1862--, 2 vols.; Register, 1927--, 1 vol.; Sunday School, 1927--, 2 vols.; in possession of 
Rev. John H. Bell, 817 French St. Financial, 1927--, 2 vols.; in possession of Willard Russell, 1031 
Lombard St. Deed, 1813, in vault of Delaware Trust Co., in custody of Layman J. Redden. Copy of 
tombstone inscriptions in churchyard, prepared by the Historical Records Survey1938, in State 
Archives. Records of incorporation and deeds: New Castle Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. 
L3, p. 531; vol. M3, p. 470; vol. N3, p. 8; vol. C5, p.276; vol. 07, p. 262; vol. 09, p. 263; vol. Z10, p. 
269; vol. 013, p. 469; vol. H16, p. 231; vol. H18, p. 287; vol. 018, p. 95; vol. F20, p. 503; vol. 020, p. 
271; vol. P21, p. 529; vol. 825, pp. 466 and 471; vol. G25, p. 439; Del. Laws, vol. 12; chap. 28. 
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~eter Spencer's influence on ideas and struggles still 
c~ be felt on Wilmington and Delaware to this day 

I 

:i'he name of Peter Spencer is 
commonly identified with one of 
th~ darkest and most bitter peri­
ods in the history of Wilming-

' ton and Del-
Lewis V. aware. 
Ba1dwin Born a 
-~---- slave in 1782, 

Spencer ex­
petienced the torment and sor­
row of bondage in both 
Delaware and Maryland. But 
th~ hardships he faced did not 
extinguish his desire to walk in 
Pdde as a "Free African," and to 
be iindependent and self-suffi­
cie~t. 

inspired by the lingering 
spirit of the American Revolu­
tio;n, Spencer echoed the En­
lightenment principles of free­
dom, reason, social progress 
and the natural rights of men. 
The fires of liberty burned in 
his soul, and he secured his own 
emancipation and moved to 
Wilmington in the 1790s. Al­
though his own freedom was 
something to be cherished, 
Sptncer's dream ultimately in­
volved the liberation of all peo­
plEf. in his city, state and the na­
tion, and especially those who 
haft failed to come to terms with 
th~ true meaning of democracy. 

,After settling in Wilmington, 
Sp~mcer was educated in a 
school for "Free Africans" be­
lieved to have been financed by 
Qr{akers. He also joined the pre­
dominantly white Asbury 
M~thodist Episcopal Church, 
and began a path toward pro­
ductive citizenship. He became a 
laY, preacher at Asbury, and the 
1814 Wilmington City Directory 

i 

listed him as "a labourer" resid­
ing at the corner of French and 
Chestnut Streets. 

Other 19th-century Delaware 
sources referred to him as "a 
very worthy man" who "was 
also a mechanic." Spencer was 
equally known as a family man. 
According to his Will Record, 
drawn up in 1841, two years be­
fore his death, he was married 
to Anne Spencer, and there were 
several stepchildren. Family 
and church always figured 
prominently in his conscious­
ness, their values and traditions 
reinforcing each other in his life 
and work. 

Spencer lamented the eco­
nomic condition of his people. 
Always mindful of the extent to 
which all people of African de­
scent were exploited economi­
cally, he sought to teach the so­
called "Free Africans" the 
importance of business owner­
ship, the practice of wise eco­
nomics, and the values of cooper­
ation. He also became an 
abolitionist and labored for the 
emancipation of the enslaved, 
mainly by opposing colonization 
schemes and supporting the Un­
derground Railroad. 

Spencer embodied the ethic of 
self-help that was widely cher­
ished in black communities in 
the 19th century. 

But economic self-help and 
sufficiency was only part of what 
Spencer exemplified. Through 
his prophetic social witness and 
protest activities, he challenged 
racial discrimination in the 
church and the larger society. In 
1805, he led a number of fellow 

Africans out of the Asbury M.E. 
Church in protest against segre­
gated seating arrangements, and 
subsequently started a separate 
and independent African church 
movement that extended 
throughout Delaware into Mary­
land, Virginia, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey and New York. 

After establishing the original 
Mother Union (Methodist) 
Church of Africans at Ninth and 
French streets in Wilmington, 
Spencer went on to oversee the 
organization of some 30 other 
congregations that became asso­
ciated with his church. A school 
was formed along with each con­
gregation. 

Like Richard Allen, the cele­
brated A.M.E. founder in 
Philadelphia, Spencer lifted the 
vision of religious freedom for a 
people determined to own insti­
tutions and exercise some con­
trol over their lives and destiny. 

Those values were the driving 
force behind Spencer's inaugura­
tion of the Big August Quarterly 
in Wilmington in 1813. Im­
pressed with the annual "Big · 
Meetings" of the Quakers, he 
conceived of an annual social 
and religious festival that would 
bring together thousands of 
"Free Africans" and slaves in a 
spectacular expression of tradi­
tion and culture. 

Occurring each year on the 
last Sunday in August, after most 
crops had been harvested, Au­
gust Quarterly shaped a vital 
worship tradition, even as it 
served as a social outlet and a 
place for Africans to discuss poli­
tics and plan escape routes for 

runaway slaves. 
Although widely viewed as "a 

race leader" and as the father of 
the independent African church 
movement in Delaware, Spencer 
refused to be restricted by the 
categories of race and ethnicity. 
He associated with both blacks 
and whites. At the time of his 
death in July 1843, some white 
Wilmingtonians referred to him 
as "a practically good man" and 
"an example of wisdom, recti­
tude, and righteousness." 

An issue of the Delaware 
State Journal, dated Aug. 1, 1843, 
reported: "We have had business 
transactions with him for a long 
time and to a considerable 
amount, and we have always 
found him faithful to all his 
obligations, and upright and 
prompt in all his dealings." 

Spencer should never be re­
duced to some figure from the 
distant past who merely left a 
mark on Wilmington and 
Delaware. The monument in his 
memory at Ninth and French 
streets might seem to suggest 
this, but there is a much greater 
story to be told. His message of 
freedom and human dignity had 
important implications for the 
entire nation. Thus, his legacy of 
ideas and struggle should endure 
the test of time. 
Dr. Lewis V. Baldwin is a professor of reli­
gious studies at Vanderbilt University in 
Nashville, Tenn. His books include "Invisi­
ble Strands in African Methodism: A His­
tory of the African Union Methodist Protes­
tant and Union American Methodist 
Episcopal Churches, 1805-1980" and "The 
Mark of a Man: Peter Spencer and the 
African Union Methodist Tradition." 

Spencer believed faith 
should bring change, not 
only in men, but in society 

Society has changed consid­
erably since 1813, when Peter 

Spencer 
Lawrence M. i g n it e d 

the fires 
Livingston of reli -
--~---- gious free-

dom for 
African Americans with the 
start of the Union Church of 
African Members and the Au­
gust Quarterly a year later. 
However, the principles upon 
which he founded the church 
and served the community in 
those early years of the 19th 
cenhu-y are just as significant 
in the 21st century. 

First of all, Peter Spencer 
believed that faith in Jesus 
Christ and His church was the 
platform for social transforma­
tion in a world that was 
strongly separated on the basis 
of race among other issues. 

Belief in God, the Bible and 
the church, for Spencer was an 
inclusive endeavor, though at 
the time society's practices 
were not inclusive at all. 

What the church offered 
and the Bible proclaimed was 
particularly affirming to a peo­
ple who were in bondage to the 
institution of slavery. 

Today, the particular issues 
have changed but there is still a 
need for social transformation. 

The platform for substan­
tive social change is still the 
same as it was in Spencer's day 
- faith in God, the Bible and the 
social teachings of Jesus 
Christ through the church. If 

society's ills are to be trans• 
formed, the church today must 
seek and be given a role that 
changes people and the world 
in which we live. 

Spencer was not partial to 
religious practice that did not 
affect the everyday lives of peo­
ple, as some are still prone to 
advocate. 

He believed that faith 
should bring about a change 
not only in the lives of believ­
ers but society in general. 

Imagine a man of African 
descent, in 1813, preaching and 
teaching about community sol­
idarity, liberation and self-de­
termination in conjunction 
with salvation and hope. 

Others had talked about 
hope ,and salvation, but with­
out combining them with the 
other three principles. When 
Spencer combined them, he 
made them action terms. It was 
revolutionary, even if they 
were only implicit in the min­
istry. In any case, these princi­
ples made him a man ahead of 
his time. 

These principles still pro­
vide a framework for ministry 
in the African American con­
text. Though not a nationalist, 
Peter Spencer lives on in the 
mission of the church to re­
spect the worth and dignity of 
all human beings. 
The Rev. Lawrence M. Livingston is pas­
tor of Mother African Union Church in 
Wilmington. 
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A choir sings a hymn during a worship service commemorating the August Quarterly f es ti val. 

Black religious leader 
founded three churches 
and August Quarterly 

Saturday, Aug. 17, 1985 

'eter Spencer: 
ero of struggle 

By GARY SOULSMAN 
Staff reporter 

THE RELIGIOUS movement 
founded by Peter Spencer, 
one of Wilmington's Chris­

tian heroes, is not large by present 
standards. 

Three churches - the African 
Union Methodist Protestant 
Church, the Union American Meth­
odist Episcopal Church and the 
Ezion United Methodist Church 
(now Ezion-Mount Carmel) - deve­
loped out of his efforts to win Wil­
mington blacks religious freedom, 
and they spread to other Eastern 
states. 

But this movement, begun in Wil­
ington in 1813, represented the 

fi rst time black Methodists were 
able to win independence from 
white Methodists. Spencer, who's 
been called "an architect of the 
black struggle," is credited with 
starting the nation's first all-black 
independent church. 

As a result, the life of the reli­
gious leader and former slave "re­
pre sented, and continues to 
represent, an ethnic minority and 
its historic struggle for freedom, 
justice, equality of opportunity and 
elf-determination," writes Van­
erbilt University history professor 
ewis V. Baldwin in the first full-

length biography of Spencer. 
He hopes to have the 93-page 

manuscript published next year. 
It 's called "Beyond One Man: Peter 

pencer and the African Union 
Methodist Tradition." 

Baldwin, who's been researching 
Spencer for seven years, wrote an 
earlier book about Spencer and the 
religious celebration he founded 
called August Quarterly. It's been 
described as Wilmington's oldest 
folk festival, and Baldwin says it's 
"the oldest continuously celebrated 
Afro-American street festival in 
America." 

It will be held next week. 
Additionally, Spencer is impor­

tant to the community because he 
was a strong, intelligent voice when 
blacks needed one . As Baldwin 
writes, Spencer "was prophet as 
well as priest, a realist and an ide­
alist, a politician as well as a theo­
logian , and a reformer and an 
evangelist. " 

He taught the importance of 
"education, economic security, self­
pride and respect, and a unity of 
will and purpose," Baldwin writes. 
"He also insisted on the necessity 
for blacks to show pride in and love 

for family, to properly train their 
children and to avoid doing vio­
lence to one another. At a time 
when drugs, juvenile delinquency, 
black-on-black crime and a gener­
al atmosphere of apathy and more 
decadence pervade our communi­
ties, there is much that we can 
learn from these values as espoused 
by Spencer." 

Baldwin calls his biography the 
most complete account of Spencer's 
life to date. In the book, he gives the 
following account: 

See NOTED - D6 

August Quarterly 
begins next week 

The religious folk festival August 
Quarterly gets under way Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday at Moth­
er AUMP Church, Ninth and Frank­
lin streets, with a series of talks 
each night at 8 by the Rev. William 
L. Banks. 

Banks is pastor of Union Bap­
tist Church in Philadelphia. He has 
written six books, as well as numer­
ous religious articles. 

Friday, there will be a freedom 
vigil starting at Spencer Plaza on 
French Street at dusk. 

Sunday worship services will 
start Aug. 25 at 10 a .m., at the 
Radisson Hotel Wilmington. The 
Rev. Lewis V. Baldwin of Nash­
ville, Tenn., and Bishop Robert 
Walters of Norristown, Pa., will be 
among the speakers. 

At 12:15 p.m. that day, street fes­
tivities will begin at Spencer Plaza 
and on French Street, which will be 
closed between Eighth and 10th 

streets until 7 p.m. 
At 1 p.m., Freedom Theater of 

Philadelphia will perform a series 
of African folk tales. These will be 
followed at 2 p.m. by the Zodiac 
Steel Band from St. Croix. 

At 3 p.m., there will be more 
open-air music. The main attrac­
tion is to be the Harlem Boys Choir, 
which performs around the world. 

Also scheduled to perform dur­
ing the afternoon are: The A Cap­
pella Singers of Baltimore, five 
young men who specialize in music 
of the '50s and '60s; The August 
Quarterly Choir conducted by Wil­
mington 's Daniel Ridout, which will 
sing music of the early black tradi­
tion; a choir directed by Clair 
Brown of the Greater Bethel 
Church in Wilmington, which will 
sing music from the '60s, '70s and 
'80s; and a showcase of local talent 
including saxophonist Earl Brown 
~nd soloist Terry Brown, who will 
perform throughout the day. 



Spencer: August Q arterly is still held annually 

Arrrione Comegys (left) and 
Marshay Price, along with 
August Quarterly 
Administrator Lawrence 
Roane, place a wreath near 
the grave site of Peter 
Spencer in Wilmington 
during the 2008 August 
Quarterly. NEWS JOURNAL 

FILE/GINGER WALL 

Continued from Page B1 

Kent County, Md., in the 
late 1700s. 

After being freed 
when his master died, he 
came to Wilmington in 
the early 1800s. He 
worked as a mechanic, 
had other jobs and got an 
education that was ex­
traordinary for a black 
person of his time. He 
studied law, helped black 
resident with legal is­
sues, taught many to 
read and write, and 
taught others to teach 
those skills. 

In 1805, he led a group 
of black members out of 
Asbury Methodist Epis­
copal Church to form Mt. 
Ezion Church, still tied to 
mainly white Asbury. 

In 1813, he and another 
member began a church 
with no ties to a white 
church, no white su­
pervis10n or permission. 

It wast e Union Church 
of Africans ( or African 
Members) called the 
Mother Church, now the 
African Union Methodist 
Protestant Church or 
Mother AUMP, led by the 
Rev. Lawrence M. Liv­
ingston. 

Ul .i ately, Spencer 
began 31 churches, near-
1), i'lll with schools, and 
was known as the "father 
of the independent black 
church movement." 

Wi mington Quaker, 
aholitimjst and Under­
ground Railroad "con­
ductor" Thomas Garrett 
helped him buy land for 
the i lother Church on 
F ·ench Street. 

encer was \Juried 
wi h his wife, Annes, and 
other church members in 
1b ~raveyard, now part 
of his namesake plaza. 
,~, ... ~ '. •rel stood from 
1813 t, l•PiJ . lt was razed 
and t rcL!c.1t10n 

moved in "urban renew­
al" for construction of 
nearby government 
buildings. 

The statue by the late 
sculptor Charles Parks 
later added to the plaza is 
not Spencer. Called "Fa­
ther and Son," it shows a 
black man in jeans and a 
T-shirt, holding a sleep­
ing child, to show hope 
for the future Spencer 
inspired. 

A wreath is put there 
each year, in connection 
with a tradition for which 
Spencer is best known, 
the August Quarterly or 
Big Quarterly. 

The year after found­
ing the Mother Church, 
Spencer began its quar­
terly meetings, with the 
biggest in August. Own­
ers let slaves go because 
it was after harvest, 
historians say, and many 
walked for days to get 
there. For somP. frimil iPs 

separated by slavery, it 
was the one time they 
gathered every year. It 
was full of preaching, 
worship, fellowship, 
singing and dancing. 

The Quarterly, 
called an "independ­
ence day for black peo­
ple," first was held at 
the church. After it was 
razed, the event was 
held on French Street. 
Some years ago, it 
moved to Tubman­
Garrett Park. 

Now known as Au­
gust Quarterly Festival, 

a full schedule is to 
be posted within days 
at www.august 
quarterly.org. 

Do you have an idea for Delaware 
Backstory? Comments? Contact 
robin brown at 324-2856, 
rbrown@delawareonline.com or 

at The News Journal, Box 15505, 
Wilmington, DE 19850. 



Legacy of ex-slave, pastor lives on through August Quarterly 
lacks broke the law in Wilmington 
in a bold step that made national 
and civil rights history. 

It was 1813 and it was illegal for 
people of color to meet without white super­
vision. A man named Peter Spencer led a 
quiet revolution against that law. Born a 
slave in Maryland, Spencer was legally 
freed when his owner died. He made his 
way to Wilmington, where he became a 
community leader, educator and pastor of a 
black congregation. It met under the aus­
pices of a white church - until he led the 
flock out to start its own. Theirs was the na-

tion's first inde­
pendent black 
church and de­
nomination, ac­
cording to state 

robin brown historians. 
"That's a little 

known black history fact," said the Rev. 
Lawrence M. Livingston, current pastor. 

Like no earlier blacks, "mother church" 
members exercised not only freedom ofreli­
gion, but also freedom of assembly and free 
speech. 

Helped by Underground Railroad leader 
Thomas Garrett and Quakers who helped 
slaves to freedom, they bought land on 
French Street and built a church. It was 

called Union Church of African Members, 
then African Union Methodist Protestant 
Church, now Mother 
African Union First Col­
ored Methodist Protestant 
Church or Mother 
AUFCMP or AU Church. 

In his day, Spencer 
was called reverend, 
father, bishop. Histori­
ans now call him the 
father of the indepen­
dent black church 
movement. He began 
more than 30 churches. 
Ezion (Mount Carmel) 
Church predated the 
mother church, but kept 
ties to a white one. 

Spencer also is credited 
with starting the nation's 
longest-running black heritage fes-
tival. Since 1814, the mother church's Au­
gust Quarterly or Big Quarterly has cele­
brated religious freedom. The gathering 
drew thousands of free, freed and enslaved 
blacks as it grew into an "Independence 
Day" for people of color all over the Del­
marva Peninsula, said Chairman Lawrence 
"Moon" Roane. 

The event also honors Spencer, buried 

by his wife Annes in the yard of the mother 
church. The church was razed in 1970, but 

the site, where the graves remain, be­
came Peter Spencer Plaza, with a statue 

by Charles Parks and a state his­
toric marker. 

Some August Quarterly ac­
tivities are held there. 

The final weekend has 
worship, a parade and ac­
tivities at the city's Tub­
man-Garrett Park. 
Gospel-filled air carries 
scents from incense to 
barbecue over lawn 
chairs and blankets 

brought by people who 
gather for reunions and 

homecomings. 
Hosting the monthlong fest 

takes scores of volunteers and a 
year of planning, Roane said: "It ends 

and we start the next one." 
Livingston says time has not erased Au­

gust Quarterly's serious significance, given 
modem inequalities such as blacks' dispro­
portionate incarceration and economic dis­
parities. 

"Slavery may be gone, and Jim Crow 
may be gone, and segregation may be gone," 
he says, "but the struggle continues." 

This is the only known historic image of Peter 
Spencer of Wilmington, who founded the 
nation's first independent black church and 

• August Quarterly, called the nation's oldest 
continuous African-American celebration, this 
year set for Aug. 2-26. 

Comments? Ideas? Write to robin brown at The News Jou~nal, Box 15505, Wilmington, DE 19850; fax 324-5509; call 324°2856; or e-mail backstory@delawareonline.com. 

ONLINE 
EXTRAS 
Visitwww. 
delaware 
online.com/ . 
backstory to: 
• Read more 
about the life 
of Peter 
Spencer. 
• Check 
August 
Quarterly 
2007 events, 
Aug. 2-26. 
• Find links to 
learn more. 
• Visit the 
reporter's 
blog about 
August 
Quarterly's 
recognition 
asa 
national 
revival. 



August Quarterly honors Peter Spencer 

ROBIN BROWN 

0 ccupy Delaware's pres­
ence in Wilmington's 
Peter Spencer Plaza - and 

Mayor James M. Baker's con­
cern about desecration of Spen­
cer's grave there - recently 
focused attention on the historic 
civil rights pioneer. 

Information about him "is 
amazingly scarce .. . despite his 
tremendous importance," au­
thor Lewis V. Baldwin wrote. 

He is honored yearly in the 
August Quarterly, a celebration 
of religious freedom called the 
oldest African-American heri­
tage festival. "We want the na­
tion to know about this great 
man," said lol}gtime chair Law-

rence "Moon" Roane. 
And well it should. 
He risked prison or death by 

defying laws that required 
churches to have white supervi­
sion and white permission for 
black people's gatherings. 

He began the first indepen­
dent African-American church. 
In doing so, he pioneered free­
dom of religion, speech and 
assembly. "When we think of 
civil rights, we think of the 
1960s," Roane said. "But Peter 
Spencer was way ahead of his 
time." 

He was born into slavery in 

See SPENCER, Page B2 

The only known image of Peter 
Spencer has served as a reference 
for modern artists. COURTESY OF 
AU GUST QUARTERf'Y 



common male appendages. " 
Please turn to page 10 

THE DELAWARE AFRO WORLD 

VOL.1 NO.1 

Wt;of the Afro-American Historical 

Society of Delaware strongly believe 

that there continues to be a need for 

Black people to unite under the banner 

of August Quarterly. It is one of the 

most important ethnic festivals in the 

state and in the nation. Now in its 

176th year, it is by far the oldest folk 

festival in Delaware and it is probably 

the oldest African American Festival 

in America. To put things in perspec­

tive, consider the fact that when the 

City of Wilminngton was incorporated 

in 1823, August Quarterly had already 

been operating for almost a decade. 

A publicalion of Jhe Afro-American Hislorical Society of Delaware 

SPECIAL AUGUST QUARTERLY EDITION 

Auuust ouarter1v Stlll Needed! 
Hannon R. Carey, President Board of Directors, Afro-American Historical Society of Uelaware 

Peter Spencer and the members of 

the Mother African Union Protestant 

Church who founded this festival had 

as their primary concern the freedom 

of Black people in America. Freedom 

from slavery - freedom from white 

religious domination and control. 

Through an independent Black 

church, they envisioned a time when 

Black people would cast off the 

shackles of slavery and rise up as 

equals to participate in all aspects of 

society. 

In Delaware, and many other states 

across the country, 176 years after 

August Quarterly began, Black people 

are still not free. While most of the 

oppressive written laws have been 

removed from the books, hate and 

prejudice still linger in the hearts of 

many white people - some who are 

public leaders, some who are corporate 

executives, some who are simply 

everyday people - people who work 

and even live along side of Blacks. 

These vestiges of bigotry are evident 

at many levels including a resurgence 

of hate groups such as the Ku Klux 

Klan and in recent ruling of the United 

States Supreme Court - taking awa·y 

Civil Rights Victories. 

In closing, we recognize that there 

has been progress - that in Delaware 

we have much to celebrate in terms of 

our achievements and heritage. How­

ever, we must realize that there are 

still obstacles to racial equality to be 

overcome. We feel privileged to join 

the members of the African Union 

Methodist Protestant Church in 

helping to maintain the proud tradi­

tion of August Quarterly and we are 

hopeful that all Delawareans will try 

to attend some of the activities planned 

as part of this historic celebration. 
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