
My clearest Jenny 

I hope recd. my Letter directed to the care or Mr. l' 1onro 

since which till novi I ha:ve not had any opportu.nity of w:ri ting to 

you which has given :me the :more uneasiness as therein I expressed 

my hopes of seeing yr;u by this time wh.ich not being abl$ to 
; 

aaco:mp11sh I know must maka you unea:sy & vihilat I th ink that you 

are so, &:, being uncertain a.bout your health Which I l$t't you in 

to me from enjoying any satisfaction 

not be many Days nonths• 

could I be certain of your health all would be trifling thereto, 

for I hor1e our Ji'rierlfls have used thei.:r bf:;;St Endeavoura to make the 

time Jass as agreeable an possible. I thank Goo I au1. in perfect 

heal th Uy Love to all Hela tions & !rienda I ~m1 I asstrre closely 

engaged in Bussiness which will prove n1ost o.dvantagious to the 

l'ubliolt - God bless & mke happy my Dearest .Tenny ,\dieu 

Jnf; M~ Kinly 

On reading aver the above thnt it but very indifferently 

expresses tha. t Love &, E:ateem I h1 VtJ for you & the uneasiness our 

absence occasions but ! trm so hurryed &: my heed so fillf,cl with 

this perplexing i;t:tair I have not time to vi.rite it over &. arnend it 



On.Hoard the Solibay oft 1:ew Castle 

My Dearest Jbny 

We came he re Yesterday Morning & I imagine may ro111.a1n 

here for scn~time as Gap. Syraonds is appointed to the oOfilDl9.nd 

or the Vessels sta t1oned at this J1laoe 8:. ms been pleased to 

pe:r·uiit xiw to send herewith ivhat diI:ty L:tne:n I have to be washed• 

~ would he glad how soon the s0li1e co':1).d ber don~ as our stay nay 

be unoerto.m ... Since I wrote to You 1 had an Opportunity o1" 

speaki:ng to Capt m.u110nd. iJho ,vas pleased to pro1nise tha·t he wtruld 

represent my C1.1se to Lord now who arri".red at Chester some Days 

agoe. but as his Lord.shi:P ever since hi.a arrival has b~en muoh 

engaged with the ftf!airs of the publick I know not how aoon he 

may have Leim1re to attend to my Case, nor can I conjecture what 

may be his detennint::i.tion thereon. thot I raust confess that I have 

of la.ta ? o:r being soon enlarged ... th1$ I ean assure You would 

but little a:t'fect me were it xmt 1:m" being absent f'rom You & 

especially at a time ~1en You have so much need of Coneolt1tion Advice 

&. !:\.ssi stance, & the fu..11 l)ersuasion that auo}J Absence &: the Uncertain

i ty o:r its continuance must be your greatest trouble• but I ho:pe 

Jou Will be e11abled to bear tho$e Misfortunes with a l1eoon:i.ing forti

tude ... but let us hope :for the best• thot it is prudent to he 

prepared for the ,,or.st- Lieutenant VJr1ght & Lieutenant Chad bf.i vo 

'both bean so kind as to inform me o:r you:r 'lrH:illi'are,. but I knov; & 

consider your Situation .. h.otrtever I hope Sister Armstrong st ill 
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continues with You t your Brother s en to ~ee You- I am 

property to be 

cienoy of 

ea:tmo t take 

You .. & I .would fondly hope 
rt·! 

be left for• tl{e Hout! e Cov1 in the 

Insult 

where 

You are or to go to yom• Brother or elsemere- perhap{S You will. be 

better ribla to judge the reo:t some time henoe• Shou'd I not be 

}?erm.itted 'to return soon, I have no doubt 

Love to all 

Dearest J'enny 

yr ever lov1 band 

Please to look in the upp;ir of the f'o:r some Buttons 

for the Jaolt.et I have here & send them 11\rith the Linnen as I shall 

soon vm.nt them & if you have any more Shirts at home please to send 

them - the black Silk Stool<: you sent I perceive is fashiom:1ble 

here ans,1ers very well- I have sent fcn1:r Sl1irts & they are very 



dirty but I was forced thro' OEoonomy to wear them much longer 

than usual if'' You oannot fi11d an opportunity of sending them 

otherwise Henry Heynolds or oome other oarefull hand. may 

send soln$1 Old Paper money I have which I find will 

to 1ne here-
) 

of no use 

Please to send me the Powder in a wide mouthed tlint Vial with a 

brasa stopper which stands, I think on the third Shelf the 

bottamon too Pillar between the Shop Door & Windov1, about the third 

from the Winclovr, &. is :nnrked I su.J111oae Pulv. Cost. Pu.ruv. 1:r 

Doct. Latll!liBr is in Tomi get him to send .me the 1;.iP tie promised 

me in Powder. for tho' I art1 thank God quite well now, yet perhaps 

I may want it hereaf'.ber aa it is scarce on Board- Should you v1ri te 

plea.Be to enclose your Letter under a Cover directed to Thomae symond 

1:~squire Conm1a:nder of his :iVlajesties Ship Solebay. wllioh wi.11 prevent 

it from being opened by any other & procure a safe Conveyance. 

that Gentleman ha:ving been raarryea \till readily make proper allowanoes

B.B.perhaps I may forward the Letter w1 thout ths Linnen & if I cannot 

get the ~ti;~r sent oo:nvenie:ntly 



My ~eareicj t Jenny 

I rao~ your" s by George Vtalker i,1 th the two Shirts & stoclt 
you mentioned ·therein- I have since got 1-ey Linnen washed at New 
Castle, as! ha{l no opportunity ot s~ding the sa100 to Wilmington 

Will con~ inue there- nottvi thswu:t ing the Nmnber of Horses wh ioh You 
mention tbit v1ere kept on the Hay, I·am persuaded a full ~'Uf:fioienoy 

.must retl'.k"3.in tor tlle Winter• ur1less gretit .Waste bas been. made- It is 
high time You should engage Wood for the Wint er from some trusty hand.
perhaps Billy imo:r nay sup})ly You- I should be e;l ad to .knOff whether 
Coli rv1r0oonald left any of my thir1gs with Jou,. .out of"' the Chest whereof 
I gave him tl1e Key, or took the Chest & all its• Contents ,nth him-

As the Sa:rvem ts 1m.de so free .. °fd th ,vhat was in the Shop, I rear they 

hiive done the 3!1W16 eisewhere- I 'Wl"ote soxoo o.ays agoe to Ce.pt Ha.mond 
who bears an. exceeding good Character & is very intimate cWi tb. Lord 
Hoti'if• in hopes thro' his rootms to obtain a hearinth but have aa yet 
recfl no Answer as they are at present so e,n~ged w1 th th~ Affai:r•s or 
the publiok I orumot ex:peet it very soon- I should therefore be glad, 
as soon i;;.s you oan corrvenim tly, that You vrould send me in a small 
Chest or 1.rrun.k my new lghtiah oolourmi coo. t & two pair or Bri tot1.es, 
&. brownish Silk Jacket, & either my wh 1te Cloth Jacket iivi th the plate 
Buttons or old etr1mson plush Jackfft• I recollect tln t on the baok of 

the Acoou.nt I left with You, there was a o.red:tt given vlh ich ought to be 
crossed out, as the same was settled in the Ballance :rrien tioned 1:n the 



r::trst Article• since which I l1,.r,1ve not reed a ftirthing f'rcm any Person. 

so that the 1t1hole cllarged was advanced by m4 & is still due-

Henry Reynolds ha.th pi1d no Hent t1ither :t"or last year or this, but I run 

persuaded he ,vill do Justice- John 11:hellwell rec~ as Constable f'rom John 

For~yth Six J?ounds Ten Shillings f'or a Years nent due last F'e·bruary 

which lle did not pay me, so the sm1.1e is still in 'l1hell\vell' hancls- I had 

some Apprellension a few Days t1goe that the Soleb,y tlllould have be en 

ordered to Sea, for r1h1ch I was a good deal concerned as htlving got so 

well <Itoque.1:nted w:iJtb the Officers, who still treat nw with much Giv::tl1 ty, 
•. J 

however on speaking to the Capt, :he was so good as to prom1s e rne that he 

v'rould put me on boo.rd s0111e Vessel in the Hiver where I should likewise 

be well treated- if that sho11•a. llt'\J)liell I shall let you know 1:.as soon after 

a..s possible• when You write rne pleas~ to direct• on the Cover, enclosing• 

to Capt Symond as I b@:rore· 1:xi.entioned, &:, I shall receive it sa:fely • if" he 

is herEJ whicl1 oan readily be know- I am. exeeedi11gly glad '.:.Hater Armstrong 

is so ,,,;ell 1"eoovared. & I hope She will not _think of l~i.v1ng You th is 

Winter-. as rny Return in that time is very ur10erta:tn- My sincere Love to 

her & all oth@r Hel:::~:tions e'se Friends- I thank God I continue in perfect 

'Health- & I can assu:re You tht1.t the thou,ghts c:.1.' your trouble tc misfortunes 

give me vastly more uneasiness tl::i.an of a::ny thing that <.H.~1 :p-oss.i bly befal 

myself.,. however I hope you endea:vour to beo.r them with a beean1ng :rorti ... 

tude & that 1;,,a i;hall yet live tiappily together- In the man time I 

Dearest Jenny 

Y. Everlov ing Husband 

J'n° MCKinly 



Solebay 4 Nov. 1777 

tty Deareet Je:rmy 

I rec~ your Letter & the Clo't)ring by Mr. Heynold.s together 

with very agreeable News o:r your being i:n g>oo heal th &. that Sister 

Armstrong was well recovered- I now think with You tha. t the Jackets I 
O· . 

wrote tor are in the C~st that is under the Care o-f: Coll Plr°nonald • as 

a.re my l\.ooount Books & concerning m 1eh I propose Writing to tha-t Gentle

man in a f'ei"I DaYf; _. when I shall gratefully acknowledge his polite Behaviour

It 1s but doing Justi co to the Gentlemen who were Lodgers ,u th You to / . -
_ _) 

inform thii t my Bridle Spur:s &o were taken when Capt Monro was there, e,c I 

suppose the Saddle &o has gone the same i1ay- also tJ:1a t my Desk 111as 

opened tk all t'la terial Papers talt~1n thtn .... eout the Night I v,a.s arre1:1ted

tn.1t why you round it open I know not as .soe.rcf.1 any Key wou'd open it 

but the one I had• as to the List you rti.ention,. I faney I gave it to You 

befo1 .. a the Pocket Book lh toot You rm.y :tioo. 1 t in your o,m- bu·t if lost 
ltn:•,J 

there is 11 ttle danage.,. only be ca .. reful of the Or 1gintils. :Partisu of 

ifr. Caii;ipbells* Reot for Vogans Bond '? delivered to him by Mr. Head-

I run r:;1.ad that Si@ter Armstrong atays with you &: I thinl~ you did very 

right in ref'uslng the application imde to You from a:rmther c;,uarter- the 

Losa of ungratetull Fo;rtune is not n:ruoh. "fhom.y may sup-ply l1is place 

to1: a while, it ,a 11 oo of se1"'V1oe to him ~o be more employed than he 

:t:i.as heretofore been- I umc.11 approve of Bro tber Hichards' tak:1ng the ho:r-se 
get 

& using l:dm as :l.1is own, You can; hixn. :fr.om thence at any tii:ne You shou'd 

want him,:. I hope he vci.11 often call to see You- My Pistols & Bword are 

here as Colli :M0domld informed You- 1rh.e Losses of the Fences is very 

great on account of the n:ay & Pasturage, but '.tt is not worth ivhile to 
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repair them untill Matt.er~ are better settled- I sent what Old :Paper 

111oney I had by J'~t neynol<ls as it ms 01· m, use to me htn•e- by him I 

E1txpect the Blank Letter of' A. ttorruw • tvhich I desired m:tght be drav.rn 

by Mi Stapler, as soon as cnnven1e1xt, it 1$ h:i,ghly necessary You shou'd 

have it, shou*d I be detained t1.ny length of t:tme-v1h.:.teh ! am st'.i.11 very 

unearta in a bout, not having as yet recd an .tknsw&r from Gapt,.Urunmond to 

whom I wrote rela t iva to that Affair• ! th&:tnk God I all1 in pEirfeot Heal th & 

as I tlave ever endeavoured to act honestly &, uprightly vti th all Men & 

as all my Conduct 1n our late unhappy Di's-t;urbanoea 'Was solely directed 

by an eal:'nest desire to promote the public good, the Go:nsc1ousneBs there ... 

ot affords ms that peace of mind as to fortify me against any thing 

that can befall myself'- but as you.r ctu.re, liHttisf)iotion, &:, happiness was 

uneasiness• so now the thoughts oi"' your being so irrvolved in cl1:ff1 cul ties 

of Which perhaps I may in so~Je measure have been, tho vory undesif;ned.ly, 

the unhappy Cause. is oo :rar niy greatest trouble- hav11Enrer I have often 

experienced in Life "t:!'1at. such things., as I have thought at the 'time they 

happened were tmfortum te have proved by the wise Direction of providence 

mu.y be, yet the same may be intended to :prevent grea tor misfortunes or 

procure greater bleE:umngs- You. see 1ny Side of paper is near tin:tsl1ed as 

usu.al., so ~hall conclude with sincere Love to (;tll ~ielations & Friends• 

fT(>m him who shall ever remain with l1ei1rty Prayers for ycn .. 1r happiness-

D&arest Jermy ... Your most Loving Husb~ 

Jni i: Kinly 



Sole bay .off :New Castle • 1777 

Your ltist tter i:ntonning :me or your own & Sister Armstrong• 

Healtl\s - or your 1--esignntion to the Divine W'ill ... 13,: of your perswision 

that as my oonduat has been honest & generous to all, therefore You have 

hath afforded me mu.eh satisfaotioi1 ... I Doubt not but you w.:tll still 
) 

continue in tl1ose Sentimer1ts & cherish sueh herpes - it is but right to 

consider toot al tho our prese.nt G1rcumstanees ctra so ve"J:'IJ d ifferfmt :rrom 

t many tllings might have happened to 

render tl1em t£l'tUl more insupport~ble, - Et be ass:ured ·toot I shall i1t 

all time~ on ft/'f .. ary Ot'.Hlasion c.orrtinue to support the Character of an 

honest a Man or hono'U'i" & inteJ,~i ty- r:l?he Oeoas;ton of' my present 
d 

Writing is to inforn1 You tht1. t Yesterday we 1."eo adviee l1ere that the 

Bank 

whereby the passage to Philadelphia 1vill now be unmolested• in oonsequenee 

here for the Solibey, on b~1.rd of which I 

for I® to 

go on Boord tt1e Sloop of 

) I h."tlOW not a t 

shall endeavour to let You ltnow as soon as in my Pow~r- :r thank God I 

stiJ.l continue in good Health - this v1ill to the Care of 'l'heodore 

who I dobt not will forward it at as soon as posB ible -

sincere Love to good Sister Armstrong all other our Helations &: 

Friend.s & believe me to be 1n the most sincere affectiomite 1:nannor• 
dearest Jenny 

your ever lov1~ Husbabd 
JnO W • M Kinly 

but 
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I wrote to You th i.s Day two \':feeb from the Sole bay off New 

Castle w 1th a Note reeon1m.e:nding the sa1ne to the Gare of 'l1heodore l!aurice 

l~sq. both which Cap. Symond was so kind as to send on Shore by esi,eoial 

Messenger, vJho informed me that M~ Maurice would. carry the Lettcn .. to 

You :trnmed1ately in l?eJn;on. so that I .,am. persuaded You must have rec~ it

therein I 1nfo:m1ed You that in co11sequenc§;: of' Ctip Symond being ordered 

dowri the Bay I was to go on Boa1"d. the 8Wifl ~1loop of War canmanded by 

Cap: .. Kepple which I did that FJven1ng & was treated very politely by the 

Capl & 0ff1<H3rliJ who conveyed above Cb.ester the :Prison Ship .on Board of 

which I was then put to proceed To :Ph:tlad!(as Cap: Kepple war1 ordered to 

Sea) & too Cttp ! of the said Prison f3h1p one Brown an honest YorltshireMan 

& M=: !1Ulle1" the Marine Officer belonginfs to the Bristol. under.· whose 

imriiediate Care I ,1wiu1, botb. treated rae v:itl1. muoh kindness ec. oivil.ity until 

m:y arrival here ltist Honday- As several l'erson~ from Wilmington have been 

perrnitted to visit n1e here, taho proznised to let You know how I wast they 

have no doubt inf'or:med You of my 81 tuation, v1hich renders it necessary 

to aoquaint You, that altho' I was at first :rilled with a epod deal of 

any distinctio:u, ara.ongst about Twenty or thirty Prisoners <fliidly Conti

nental Officers & strangera to n1e save t': Coll~ Peroif'er Frtui~er &. Coll~ 

John !larunw &; Ma.jor John Harper who I tound in; .,a nmss by themsel ve~, 

su.pplyed by the Widow Jenkins* I ,vi th the 1r hearty approbation joined 
J'enkine ca11 ing to see me 

them & ]/Ira. next day, has ever since supplyed 
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us very we11 &, ae I httve become acquainted with the :rest of my 1.'ellow 
also 

Prisoners vmo behirve tawa:rd me with res:JH3ct,&.&& I have beoome 

quite expert in wa1 ting upon·. myself enjoy my Health very wall, I pass 

the t:h~ muoh better than :r at fi:t"st expected i1nd as I am very cor~c1ous 

thii t I. alwa:ys did every thing in my Power to promote the peace &, happiness 

ot the :publick & never oppressed any Ind1v1du"¼l I hope to be enablecl to 

l1'ort1 tu.de & m.u.eh more 

mer1 ts as rend.el"' You• if po~si ble,, stfll more dear to me & afforded 

me 

hope You will not be too depr®ssed with any tidverae Fortune" but 

I &'11 not 

told ma if l wou'd l,e !:td.mitte<t 

Currency wl1ioh wou•d not ]ass on Boa1"d the ShiJ)S of War~ 

pleaS:fJ to ~end me by the f ir5t safe oomreyanee about I sent 

allow for my writing in a Crowd vii thout leisure or eorrect- assure 

yourself that on every trial I shall still su:r:,:port the Cbaraeter of a 

Man of candour honesty 

L 



oonclud with Love to all Relations 

shall ever re:main with most tender 

Friends & be assured that I 

Your loving Husbind 
0 C 

Jn. M.lt1nly 

It you write to me enalooe the Letter open under a Cover direcrted 

to Captain Of the Guard State House. Philad 

J 



to to of 

in 



Flat Bush on I.ong Island ath July 1778 

Dea:res t Jenny 

I h11.d hopes of being permitted to retuxn l1ome on my pn"ole 

& thereby be ennabled to ef:f'ect an l~xchange more speedily,. until half 

an m.)tll" "before 1ny De1,"arture fror,1 :Philadf;:, 'Which was all the HJ8.ce I 

had to prepare tor the Voyage• &; oonsequently d.id not ai'for{l me time 

to \'lrite to You a raw Lines to inf9n:ti You thereof,. but ca1n neve 
) , 

promised me he wou•d do it - under hie care I left l?ortune, at his own 

desire. to oo se:nt to You as so<>n after as possible- & with Mr Stephen 

Collins .:r left eevaral things wih he promised he "Jtou'd take care to 

forward to You, as speedily as he oou"d• 'Which I oove no doubt he 

perfonne-d accordingly, as J1e is both oaref'Ull &. honest- I l:Utewise got 

him to undert,iike to settle vii.th M!8 La:ngeale cis I l:lf1d no leisure to do 

it, & ordered hi111 to drat"! upon You for the Ballance., & I suppose about 

B~ven l?ou.nd., I likewise gave h11nself a Draught u:pon you for Ten :Pound. 

both Whia:h 1 am oertain You \tou*d JS.Y d:tr&etly; & by that m(H1ns I 

reserved so much Gold in ~nd1 whereof I tb ink I shall have enoug:ht to 

d~fray 1.;xp:enses whilst here, so that You need not give Yourself any 

trouble on that Account- :r lw.d written You a 1,etter 1n hopes of getting 

an o:p:portunity or sending it tvhen going dovm the Dele.vmre, but aout'd 

find none- I had my Health very well on the Voyage* not evin ·the least 

large D1atr:1ot aroun,d allowed 100 to v-m.11\'. or ride about in, which affords 

ba:ndsom.e :prospects of a fine & VJell cultivated Country & of the Ocean; 



"' 
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obliging ]'amily., where we 

plenty at very good Oou:ntry Fare_. & at a very low rate- 1:n short 

greatest unhappiness .• together with being a :Prisoner., is the being 

absent :from You, mo are seldom out of my thoughts- hovH1ver I hope 

the tir.11e is not 

I :tlattecr myself th.at in the mean.time l¾ttile, You will bear t\V 
. .• 

your other late misfortunes with that .fo:rti tucle of mind 
J 

whieh is so highly oooom:tng You, er; -1ioh has izo exceed:l:ngly endeared 

You to me- I a:m sorry th.at I bave not had the opportunity of 't7r1 ting 

t I 

be f·ound- my s :tnoere love to all our Hela t ions, 

& most tender itftection 

Your ever loving Husband 

sn! M!K1n1y 

You may observe tlle. t I t1a.o/.;e alvnS:.ya avoicled ro.a1d.ng any rem:1rl<$ on 

that neglect \Vluoh has been shown by thotrH~ :from whom I had reason 



d 
J?la t Bush 011 Long Islam'! 23 July 1778 

!Jy Dearest .Jenny 

· I wrote You from Here on the 8~ Instant silloe· wh:loh time I 

have had 110 opportunity & I have saoo fears that even the above....mentioned 

may perli.aps mv~ miscarried- therein I infomed You of my hurry at my 

unex:peeted coming be::re f'rom Fhilad! which did not afford me the least time 
t 

to write You- of my leaving Fortune Yiith. Gap. Heeve & several things with 

M:'.; Collins to be sent YQu as soon after _as ,O&slbl6 l':e, gave orders to the 

latter to settle with&: drav1 upon Ym.t !'or_yhat nall~nce wcn1•<1 be due to 

M!
6 

L.f.1.ngdale & gave him a Draught· on You for,'lten Pounds., both which Duma 

no doubt You will piy on denand- I likewh;e tl1erein 1n:ro1"1Il.ecl You that I 

1:m.agined I had Gold £>'tlff'io1ent to d~f'ray my Ji~xpenses ,vhilst here !~ there

fore deai:red You wru' d give yourself no trouble on i;ha t td:H,o': &., I am ;:_1till 

of' the Sf:.1.me op1:n1on for tb.e l!!xpenees of Boo.i"ding &, on this :tsh'.uid .. tire vastly 

lower than at Phtlad~ I thank God I still continue in pt*rfeot 11eal th nor 

have 11ad the le3ust Sickness since I saw You, the :Bearer 111; Hall who has 

been long a 1:ir1soner on thi.a Island & is now going home to Nte.ryla.nd on 

Parole oan tell you 1::iarti01..1lars ..... A.s I lcnow how uneasy Y·OU must oo on account 

o:f my long; absenee &: contine..nient. I wrutd therefore have '::tou to speak to !\~ 

gaorge r::vans or M; George Latimer &. get either or theni to ap-ply to the rest 

Of their late Brother Coumsellors to make Application to Congress for my 

exchange 1 who mat readily obtain it, & those Ge:ntlemen may easily perceive 

the propriety &. neoess1 ty of suoh an applioat ion as they well know what 

pain.a have bean taken lt by whon1 to :predjudice Congress against :me & can 

fully oertifie how unjustly- I hope Bister Armstrong still conti:rrues to live 

with Y<.n1. my sincere Love 1D her & all other otn; nelations., remamber me like

\V1se to all my old J?ri0nds & Neighbours & assux·e yourself that I shall always 

remain W1 th the greatest esteem t!t:, most tender affection 
Dearest Jenny 

Your ever loving Hus band J'no M.oKinly 



1\tlo!tinly Let ters----f/9 

~•lat Bush on Long Island 2sh July 1776 

My Dea.rest Jenny 

:r w:rote You on the a!h & 241: Inst: in ,vhich I inton11EH1 You 

that m- my hu:t"'l"Y 1r1 leaving Philad! was so great as wou*d not adtnit 

of a Minute to write You1 & that I lfJ:tt several tbings with tr. Collins 

to be sent You. as soon !'ls I1ossible,. & of two small Sums which :r gave 

orders for You to pay, <~,~ in both Letters I let You 1:mow how· well I 

enjoyed my Health, ,mioh ·thank GCK\ still continu!Hl• liJrewise th,<:1t 
__ ) . 

Ji:xpensas are so rm.mll lower here thru:1 in '.Pb.ilad~• That I apprehend I 

shall have OoJ.d su1'f1cient to defr'aY all-. until I have the pleasure of 

seeing YotLic unlt~ss that t11ue shcru,'d prove t'ar longer than I imagine; 

but in order to shorten tl\i! sai..me fas much a~ possible, I Wl"ote You in 

my last what I thoue.;ht best to le dOne. but least a miacerr:h\ge might 

ha.p:pen I ehall repeat the purport tberoof • namely. that as nothing has 

been doooi thfo.,.t I know o:r, by those from whom I xni!jlt have expected 

to believe great pains have beoo taken by one., wllo has had too good an 

opportu.n1ty1 to prejuiice Con,:ress against ma 1 thro• whan only I nay 

estpe,ot to be exoha:ngeo.• I vmu.'d have You tn.erefore to sencl ~or & speak 

eithe1· to ur George J,;vans or M~ C--eorge L::itimer & get them to apply to 

M~ Bedfonl le 1i: l'<'i
0

Donag~ia1at they nmy jo:tn 1:n an Application to Congress 

setting forth my Gae:1$ & Conduct, with Which they are best ucquainted, & 

inf om them that I lent to P; Hobert Br:,,;a.n my Boolt containj.:ng Copies 

of' all nry publick !~tters., trom whom they rm.y get it, which will shew 
only C 

in :part th.at Conduct & is ihe"'Book or Paper as You ltno,r, that \"Vas le:t't 



me,. I have no doubt that those Gentlemen ~1111 oheert"ully undertake 

pertom 1n the best riRnner in their power, l!-t as soon as oc:invenient, 

lat:tons 

moat hearty Respects to all my old F':t'i 

me to be in the m.o st aff ectiot1..ate :n-:iam1er 

s & Meig,hbours & believe 

Dearest Jenny 

Your ever loving 
) 

sent 

undertaken to deliVt'lr this' personally, he oan onfonn of 1n:1 

continuanoe in Hea1th a~ a.n..v other pa.rticulars You wouid desirous 

my Situation, God bless 



a h 
Philad. llo 1778 

Dearest Je my 

On a 5~ Appl1ca tion to Genere.l Clinton for a ff:1.rther 

enlargera.e:nt on 1:rry Parole, in order the 1nore read il}r to effect an 

Exchange for Governor J<'rank:lin 1 to ¥ih1oh exchange he had fonnerly 

consented; he was pleased last Wednesday to grant that E:nlargement 

:ror a '.Month, £1t. the Expiration of which time 1 shou'd I fail ro obtain 

) 

Lieut 
ur 

Hall of' Geoil County nd. on parole likew1i:H3 • & on Sa t.,..tiaya 

Evening last, on Sunday's Afternoon yesterday•s Morning I waited 

in Com.party w1 th CozI: Jona th! Smith, on several of the Me!ubers ot 
d 

Gori..gresa. of moat inf1uence, from all of whon1 I reo. pro:mistis of their 

they wou'd endeavour to have the erH.mie moved for & on Yesterday .. or to1s 

soon as possible, notwithstanding of tb,e ~rreat deal ot publick: Business 

.now before th!i t Honourable Body: but Yesterday several Expresses 

arrived from Head Quarters mich I fear prevented its 

wren brought before 

Congress. but there is the dii'tioul:ty in these busy times.- therefore 

1 thoW:{ht 1 t best to stay & promote its being f in1shed, that ,vhen I 

have the great p1easure of seeing I l'tlay remain with You, especially 

as I have heard by severals th.at You a re in good Heal th,, Cozen Sul{ey 

has got a young hearty Daughter about a week & is in a fair 1,ffl.y-

Viall$ Jfa:rnily- I hear Bister Johnston is to be soon a Hesident in 



Mick 
M&Ki:nly Letters----//10 cont. 

Wilmington again

to old Friends & :Neighbours- You i,ay be assu:red that I am very im:patient 

to see You iu1 1 yet I want to have my staying with You reduced to a 

certl1:'linty • tor I shou'd be very uneasy li' a doubt remained of my 

returning again to Melir York; & ,1: have no doubt of pour a1rprov1ng of 

my lJl"esent s·tay for such a pur!)Otm- tho the Hours pass very heavily 

that I am oonet:rained to rem:tin here, at such distance :rrom You, yet 

t:he s:>od prospect I !lave that the~:eby ! shall p10oure the pleasure of 
__ ) 

ri(,mt..~:tn1ng t1lway11 w:t th You does ma1te ample amend- I loct.ge at Mr. Collins-

I hear Cozen 

when I began this Letter I expeotecl the 

foo.nd I had time ha:~e pa tell~d it out, \fJhich 

every minute, & still I 

a it a strange incoherent 

was to have delivered to You, wl1ich I 

to rola te 

Disapointments 

v¥1ll o:nly give a bettor rel1fflh to our future enjoym.enta., f'or you rooy be 

fu.lly assured that my co.tll$tant Isndea.vours shall always be to mal<:e your 

bave no doubt but you i1ill continue to deserve m,y warmest Love &~ most 

oomple te happiness 

my old Custon1 of' finishing the e. & now I know You will excuse it-

Adieu therefore my Dearest Jenny &. accept of tl1e moot ardent 

Your aver loving Husband 

J'no M:cKinly 



1778 

DearEHst Jenny 

I wrote You on Tuesday Morning last whioh I expected wou•d 

rul:ve been delivered by Lieut• Hall, but which I sent Gap: Balfh Walker 

, , 

) 

an half Barrell contaird.ng 12 or 15 Gall. of old Jamf101a Spirits-

belonging :Maj. Aguila Gyles of Marylr;1.nd. all or \m ich I ho:pe will 

uome sa:t'e to jrour Jiand, seeing they are unde1" Giu•e of ca:ri': Walker

I then expeeted to have been able to nave left this place in my 

a Shirt & Cravat f.or f'ear of 

t 

, when I 

hoped that my 

i\.ssurances that mine v1 ill be gone UJ)Otl to 

doubt 'but it will end aocot'din(s to my Wishes..,. I i"' ind however that m..,v 

attendance has l:ieen highly :neet3ssary to accornplish my purpose• Jm1at11an 

Smith 1a going down to Bombay Hook is to take me ~vvi th him in h 

Chair & I will I hope be witll You on Saturday's r::vening next- the t 

seems excessively tedious till ! have the pleasure or seeing You, but 



always w1 th You har.-ea.fter, I bear this absence· more p;t tiently- I 

hear Sister i'.trmstrong ia about to leave you & take up Housel.:eep1ng 

con:iing homs will be the i:nore opportnnel;I""' 

happy Side You' see is near 

Goo grant You 
J 

all manner of 



a th , Philad. 14 Aug. 1778 

Dearest Jenny 

I tn"ote You Yesterday by r:i: Hugh altho I have 

noth 

by George Latimer to let You know that :r ain. ·well &, still have 

hopes that this DaJr Congress will .,i:1etem1ne 
J 

to expect Joni Smith will 

Dearest Jenny 

Y~ ever lovir.g Husb~ 

"f' 0 UC"tri 1· wl'.h ii; L\. n y 

to 



tvleKinly Letter s-;,,..--//13 

nearest Jenny• 

I 1:1ave only time to let You know• as the 

I 

.. ) 
by the Con. , & I hope the fo ffl$r- al tho it i.e. not t det~rrnined 

is tlllell durpooed to ~l ieve me but d 1ft' er in the 

manner- to :Mor:r(nv I am informed will at length put an Enct to those 

Debates 1 so that I expect to see You oo Tuesday's Ii!v~ning- all 

mnne r whilst 
0 

Jn. !vla:Kinly 



O:rtginal :tn His. Soc. of Del. 

Dearest; Jenny 

As :no doubt You will be anx101.1.a to }mow concerning my 

Journey here wellfare,. I ~lf~:t:mm now w,;tite to gratify th€1,t desire, 

to go by the Po vmo I aui told leaves this place toDay Joseph Grubb 

who was to leave Philadelphia last Th:ursday ]l!o:rning, 8c take home 1ny 

• I desired that 11$ wou'd inform You _that I was as ivell on the 

1Nedne sday' s I~vening, vlhen I saw him- I le:ft _ 1:1:lilad! next Morning being 

Hain of' 

the J,reced1ng Day made the Hoad a good deal wo:rse tr1an they had been, 

&: carried ~ane Obst:rirotion by a considerable fresh in one Creelc Which 

we were :forced to pass in a :Satteau ! lodge with a very f~nteel Family 

M?' Cha! 1.1.bomp~n the SecretarJ of Congress crune lu1re with his W.ife only 
a 

the other Evening from Phil•d..- am to wait upon him this :ror 

hope to suooeed in 1u.,v Business but I feai ... that I 1nus t attend longer 

namely the Baok or -western publi(lk Lands 'tut I intend to proceed entirily 

by See:retary Thompson's advioe ,vhich l am this moment going to take 

:r 
I have ;just :returned :rran waiting or1 M. Thompson who tt,gether w1 th his 



tlif e are yet at Lodgings & received me in the most frier1d.ly m._qnner 

I r:ifterwards wai terid on the l're s1dent of Oong;ress who treated me with 

much :politeness,. & with whom I am to dine to Day &, I ho)';le 1h rot his 

mean.st to have my 

Bus1:nes.s finished in a few Days ... Yesterday I dined w:tth old 

Acqua:tn tan.ea Doo t. Coe hran- I hav~ received an Invi tat 1011 in writing 

fl"Om noet. Hodgers to dine ·w 1th him to °MQ":rrow- 1!'here 1• nofuinf~ of 

iiews here worth eanm.unicating- I than}{ God I continue 1n pe1 .. feot 

Health• the St1 .. eets of this are eJroeedi;tgl;1 1rreguls'\r 8c at present 

very dirty after so n1uch wet Weather, but -this day_ is :r.we, with the 

novelty of aunshine, wh:loh w 111 I eJcpect ooon dry the Streets- I hope 

to t1m on JllY return hor11e- Sister J\:,h.nston• s Fan in a fair way o:r 

& all other HelatiOlUl & FriendE:i tM t You MY think proper &, find 

convenient• You aee th!i t according to Custom I have nearly f'inif¾hed 

my Pa1~n:· al tho' I have so 11 ttle worth writing about- You na.y depend 

that I shall use my ut:most Endeavour·$ to see You as soon af:3 possible 

A .. ft'ection 

Your ever loving Husband 

Jn f; 11!Kinly 



Dover 4 th June 1788 

Dearest Jermy 

Al tho I reo~ notice the be&!inn:tng of' April .la st from 

the Audi tor of Aud!. that he wou'd lay the Omission that he 

alledged ! had Inade in :rny .A.ud. against the public of a su.m 

of money I bad rec1 betore the .1\ssern.bly a.t their present 

meetintt-t~ I wrote hi:rn twice since letting him know that I 

wcru*d attend accordine-J.Ya ti de~:l.ring him. to be prepared w1·th his 

Report for that ])Ulj)Ose. so that I might be tletained as short a time 

as possible- yet notviithsta.ntling I have pressed him to do as he 

promised, repeatedly sinoe I ea.me here, but all to no pu.t·pose he 

still :pleads that he is unprepared- t;he1~etore I have ·told him or 
my Intention to a:ppljr to the Assembly toMoITow tor Redress, which 

I intend to !,)ertor.m. so that 1 t is uncertain \Vb.en I can get home; 

but hope I shall toward the latter end of the Week- thank God I 

run in good heal th- remember rrie to all Hela tions &,, F'riends- & believe 

me to be in the most sincere & atfeationate nam.1er 

Dearest Jenny 
r d 

Y • ever lov 1~:s Hush. 

:rn~ J\JI~Kinly 

. . 

Of the sick 



Letter to J':no Ji!cKi:nly ( Orig. in Hist. soc. of Del.) 

th London 30 October 1762 

Dear Sir 

I am very Sorry I had not an opportunity ot seeing 

You before I 

Parting v11 tl1. those we 1ove it:t rather to be a voided n to 

be wished :eor., I oould have been f;J.ad hovtevt.n•, ( could I have 

done it in any Manner than by a last InterviE:nt) to have 

ShtJ\ffi 1ne while at Philadelphia, I 1:H:tg You itill therefore 

a<.H::ept ot my most gratetull unto imd be 

assured I sha.11 Jl:ver remember Your Goodness in the -VW1l.mest 

!Y1anner I am. capable of. 

Afte1 .. a :Pas 

arrived lwre- A Peace was at that 

8ti 11 remains unconcluded our 

from we 
tllo' 

coted• it 

Mewfou.:nd.land 1 ts thought have raised Oilt" dama:nds so muoh that 

Spain will protract ma:tterD rattier thtm oomply and by f'oroing 

her way into Portugal. oblige us ·to be more moderate. What the 

issue will be Nobody knows but as .the Parliament will meet 

few week$ we conclude nothing will be done till 

the Genert,l Sen.se of the Natton is then Collected rela:tive to 

this Important ll;vent • 



of this Letter) a Go1d Seal wh1oh I request 

to Your watch in rroken or an old Friendt it is 

) 

Sincerely thanks You for all the t·rouble You have 

the t.ltrongest 

I am 

D~ Sir 

wi_th ? 

1.n 

Your most obedient servt 

Please to D1t'eot tor me to the Ca.re 





Mias Adeline Roberts 1 
44 w•st 9th :3treet, 
New York 01 ty. · 

J 

In respor.uifl to your letter of September 30th, 

· I wish to advi~e that Joh:r.i MoKiuly ns tl&cted P:resident 

ot the nele:1t11a:re State ·rabruin,•1 12, 1777. On tl'ebrua::ry 21 1 

1777 he aco~pt~d the office, and the s~:r,u, day took tht\ 

oath of office. 

As cJover:nor MoKinly,. in his writings I does 

not ~tat~ which day h$ was captured we shall have to 

1n:fer that 1 t was ei th~r the n.ight ot tlept•mb&r l2tli, 

or the morning of the 13th. 

State Arohivtat. 

tdeV:R. 





PRESIDENT 

MABEL LLOYD RIDGELY 

SECRETARY 

JOSEPHINE TATNALL SMITH 

ASST. SECRETARY 
S. WARREN HALL 

THE PUBLIC ARCHIVES COMMISSION 

OF DELAWARE 

WILLIAM J. MUSTARD 

LAURA S. RICHARDS 

JOHN PRICE HYATT 

STATE ARCHIVIST 

HENRY C. CONRAD 



J 



t • l??G 

Dear Sir 

'_['he enclosed turn is rather n1ore 1Jei-fect tt1an the f'o1:r:wr 

sent to You-- I shoutd be d that you w out d apJ1ly to • Jt'leeso n 

for the 8 Drums & 11':Lfes--4 small Colours & one :Jtandard not very 

large 2~ both it t,: Colours vJ:i. th out ssells for Coll. Patterson--

d -t 
Flceson con:c,iderine; the mono y he has rec. from th is Governm. 

may afford to trust awhile--

[3ome of our C:: onrpinlie s are comJ)le -tJc wou t d :Lt not be pro1--ier 

that they shou' d marGh as com:plotccf under tho Care of some of 

the :Field Officers-- 'rlie PeoJ)le have got such a I<otion of privateering 

as nmch hinde:cs the compleating the Corn:ranies--Excuse haste 

.,,-rs . 1 1- •• s 1.ncore y 

Gov. or Delaware. 

i:r·e,h::ii:•!'-;c:(d ~,r-d !-!..! 1'-l:JP . I/;_.,, - , ~,-

fi,.(J,'°' c, d&,:;.,w;,,nf ow1,ed hy 

£/i,,;e:,r V fleise, Syr,ic;<,:,,t, 



NewCai3t1e County 

1775 

Kent County 

Caldwell----23d Jany.1776 

3 Tho~ Kean 30 th Moh 1776 5 n1 
.L • illi:r.lf,; ton 10 Apri 1 1'776. 

4 Ja~ Dunn A.pril 1776 

~') Geo. Bush a 2~ L1 T-:1.ny 
V <~ ♦ 

4 i\ndVf Alexander do. Octr 

5 ·-r tL0 Lean dS. .,,Ch 
tJ • tl. .-

6 J\Ianlove , , 1 d 1. . ....t 
d. WO .. ,leUt,. 

st 1 •• Lieutenants 

1'7'75. 

1 '775 2 John Lartm 

1776 6 Benj1; Gibbs 

2~· Lieu ten 3.n ts 

11 j.l 17'76 

;>d L. tt ·oo 
0 • lGU • .1 • 

r·, tl 1 .1\lCl 1 . .l • t chel • J .. d j u-p 

l d 1 Rich~ Wilds 2. 1 8
~ Sep~ 1775 20!~ April 1776 Geo: Wiltbank 

3 Vi:llliarn. M°Kennan .. 

Ensigns 

1 William Elliott Jun~ Nov: 1775 

3 ,James Anderson 

4 J·ohn Codrick 

On Reverse: 
George Head q. a 

Fhilad. 
o·r J pr :FD.vour 

Ca:pt. t .. J 

5 Coe Gordon 

6 'I'redwell nlove 
) 

2 J"oh:n Lackey 

5 William Dill 

6 ti:ark Cahoon 

Nov; 17 75 Robe rt Shankland 



Lotter to Jno EcKinly 

You before I 

Pa:r-t1n,c~ •:! ith th ewe Ho love ho ra the :c to be a voided n to 

d.ono :Lt :Ln any Em1n0:r than by a last Inte:cvierr) to have 

,'3hewn me vrr1 ile J. t Ph:Lladol pli.:1.a, I b You 1,,1:lll tho roforo 

C:Lcecpt of :my uoE,t ,;ratcfull 

Sti 11 rmna :U1;::: unconeludoc1 our 

unto and be 

\70 
that 

at the Ravanna & 

j\Tewfoundland i t~3 thought have:; n1ir3E)d our demands ~30 n1uch trw.t 

[3Jx.:d.n will pro tro.c t ma ttor,3 rather than eomply and by :Corc:Lnc; 

her way into rortu'.,;al otJliP:o us to l)e more mod era tc. \Tl:ui.t t11e 

1E3tmo r; 111 be ; obody knovrn but tu, tho Parliamcn.t H±ll n1eet 

then fev1 weeks we conelude nothtw; 1,:TLLl 1)e done till 

the General :3,on3c of tJ:w Eat ion is then Collected rel::;_t 1.vc to 

this Irn.portant J,;vent. 



Letter to J:no Lic!(:i.nly-Contirn.1ed. 

of th1s LetteT) a Gold :Jeal w'nich I request You. vrnu'd hang 

to Your watell in ;token of an old Friend, it is :t:nr~;:cavcd vrith ? 

Uead:3- 1.:ars, Vcrnus & JuJ)itcr•- If you vrill Call on 

r::r. \'Ie[,l; he v1ill D0ltver it I ri.QJ)e it may rirove to Your nd 

and be v:1orth Youe Acciptance ., ) 

;)inc crcly thanks You :for' all th.e trouble; You bxi vc t en in 

h:Lu aff'a.irs he des:Lre:,; lite to mrnuJ:'e You J:w ~)hall always retaLn 

the :-Jtronc;cut r_;ensc of Yo-u.r 1Cindnc sD 

I ara 

Please to Direct for nIB to the Gare 

of I\essrs Grubb & Datson in 

Your mo;.:; t obedient 
t 

(}e:rv 



L::y dearest ;r enny 

I hope recd.. my Lottec d1rectcd to tlic Ca.Tc of • t .o:nro 

EJince vrh:Lch till :noYr I lLJ.vc not had. any oJnJortun:Lty of wr:Lt:Lng to 

· yoti. by th i.:3 t:LmE:J wh:Lc h not 'heine: c:,ble to 

health which I loft you in 

G nor your health to, 

for I 

in :perfect 

th Love to 

Cl1 

011 I:s GLtCL vc :L11.c1 :L 

the urwasi11ess our 

abscr~o occQsions 

this porplexin:: Affair I lmvc not t 



Deu.ro :;t ,Je;rnny 

I ino lkl.Y n 

r c t o r fjO J uc t 

CE to 

_t, 

CU.J) tJ Tf.UJJ(JJ.1(1 Y/ho Y!(J.E.) T)]*eLlE:)C(l to 

:cc 

been mucJ.1 

may llave Le irn1 :::'e to u. ttund to 

of late ? of boinc soon 

r; lltt1c a:Ctect LLO vrnce it not f o:c bc:L 

0 C of cm,;o en 

:n_,_ 

you 

t1J_c1c 

L:Lcntc:nunt C 



J:nnnani lJ_lt &, 

persuadod aJ.so -~ t Colonel ;CDonc:.1d vrLLl not ::uJ' :for 

t a suffi-

j_n t 'i!:Lnt cr--I 

You ecre OT to r•o to you.I' Brother or olsorl1c=:;re~ JJ s "'uu vri.ll be 

])c :rr!1it ted. -·~o 1~etl11--r1. ~3c) c,rt., I 

Lo10 to all 

vo here & send them 



iii 

much lorv;er 

find u.n o:pportun:i.ty of [, i 

\'Ihor1 I can 

uend some Old raper n1oc1cy I k: ve wh :Le r1 I find v1 ill be of no u;3e 

J 

Liotton.ton the Jci11.ar butvrnen the '.ho}J Door t· \"fj_ndcwr, about t11c th d 

cJ I supriose FuJ.v. r:or;; t. :Furuv. :0 ; if 

Doc t. Lat j_rner i.s :Ln '.L1ovrn t h:Lm to 

nk God quite well row, 

I may vrt~nt :Lt hereafter ar; 1t if:; searco on Boc:;.rd- 3hou1d you write 

plea;::rn to enclose your Lotter under a Cover directed to 'l'horn'.'lf, Symond 

it froL1 being orJenod by any other & procure a sEd'e Convey1:u1e o, & 

N .B. purhn})S I may torrmrd. the Letter v-1 i th out the L:Lrmen 8:. :i.f I cannot 

t the latter sent eonvenicntly 



E3oleba;J off Nev1 Ca,'.,t1e 21 Oct. 1'77?-

I;>Gt1I'(;[, t Jenny 
! 

·1 ·-1 .. , "····· (' d t ., 11 . -V~• yours oy 0eor(~0 ~a ser uith the 

yo1J_ 1nenttoned therein- I have :31.nco rcot rn:y Linnen vmshed [:tt I:evr 

Castle, 1::u, I had. no o:pportunj.t-_:/ of send inc: tho t,arce to \fi1r:rjnc.;ton 

t, .. s You are once rn.orc be come i'.Iic3 trer:.::,:::; o:[' your ovin Eo1J,s o, J SUJ)TJOs e you 

will contimrn there- notvJ:l.tlrntancling the I':t1.rr1bor of r:orses vtlttch You 

menti.on that were ke1'lt; on the Uay~ I ·arn Jiersuad.ed a full rn1ffj.c:Lcncy 
' n1ust remain for the '.,/:Lnter, tLnlc::E1i3 p:re@/t \Va:::,te has been :made- It t:J 

hi;-)1 time You fJbould enga:>;e \'food f o:r tr1e \lint or f :rcm1 :::,onw tru. sty hand-

ad to 1':n ow v1lw th er 

left any of my th i vvhereof 

have done 

Tiow, in r10:nE1s thro 1 his r:ea:n,_; to obta:in a hear:L , but h9.ve as yet 

csent so onga~ed w:itl1 the ~ffairs of 

the Jiublicl{ I cannot expect it very ,soon- I rfhould therefore be ad, 

as Boon trn you can convenicn tly, that You would send me in a E,rnall 

Chest or 'I'ru.nk my new lghti;::;h coloured. Coat t:. two :pair of Bri.tches, 

lt brovmish C,i.JJ( J·act.et, r.~ etthcr my white Cloth ~Tacket w:tth the plate 

Buttons or old ftrimson plush Jacket- I recollect t}at on the back of 

crossed out, as the Du.me waf3 r;ettled in the Ballari'ce mentlonod in the 



EcKinly Letters----#3 cont. 

fir:3t .\.rticle, r,ince 1NhicJ.1 I h.<.,vc not rec:/t a farth:i.ng frcm any J?er:::;on, 

Hen:cy ?eynolds lmth }Bid no :-:ent o:Lther for 1.rrnt year or thir., llut I am 

1:iersunded he will do Justice- ;John 'L'hollwell rec~ rm Corwtal:)le :rrom. :rorrn 

whtcL he did. not pay me, E30 the same is stLLl in 'Thell well' hand::;- I had 

sorn.e ;\.pprelJ.ension a fevr Days ar'.;oe that the Uolebay vro-uld i1.avo be en 

ordered to '.Sea, for vv11ich I waE:; a good deal cone e:cned so 

well acquaintc~d wit.th the Officcr:3, who r,tLU. treat me with much Cj_viltty, 
) 

Y10wevE.LC on ,'.3JJE;aking to the CaJJ't, he Via::: so e;ood a::, to promi.se .me th£:1t he 

would put me on bo::1rd sm1Kc; \fe::.wel :L:n the ld.ver vrhere I r,hould likewirrn 

be ·well treated- H' tl11J.t shou'd ll£,.ppen I shall led; you knovr as r::,ooE fJ.fter 

}JO:::.::sible- when Yuu write me :olease to direct, on the Cover, c ncl or:; ing 1 

I before mentioned, it safely, if he 

L, here which can read:Lly be known- I am exc.:eec1:i.nr;1y 1~lad :Hster ) .. rmstrong 

is rm 1.1ell recovered t~ I hope i3he will not tll.:t..nk of 1e:1.vinr;: You th ir3 

Winter, ar:: my tttrn in that ti:me iE, very uncertaj_n-; fi:i:ncerc Love to 

her 8: a.11. other : el:ation1:; -¼: I'riondr3- I thank God I co11.t:Lnue in T)erfcct 

Health- L I can c:;1.r;rirn~e 'tou that the thou:;hts of your tr01..1.blc &. m:Lufortv.ner, 

g:i.ve me vo.::,tly more uneasiness than of o..ny th in9:: that can ·por::;:::,ibly be):fal 

myself, hovrcvcr I ho1io you encleu.vour to bear them. vrt th a bee or1ing :Corti-

renw.in vdth rn.o:::t anJont \'ij_:.,hcs i'or your v1elfare ,·:~ in the sinccret:t 1nanncr 

Dear-mot Jenny 

Y. 1'.vcrlov ing Tiucband 

irn° r:°Ktn1y 



Solebay 4 Nov. 1777 

I)eD .. :cest Jerrr1y 

your Letter & the Clothins by r·cyno1ds togetr1cr 

with v,:) od health L that ~istor 

wrote for a re 1n t 

cone crn:Ln: 1Jt1 ic h I pror>orJe ttine: to th2>. t tle-

man 1.n :,J :r evv DayB , en I E,hall tefully ackr1owled~o his poJ.ito BchQviour-

It i~; but doin:,; Justice to n-entlemen who .vre:ce Lodc;crr:: \Ti.t 1n ?ou to 
) 

_! __ 

V!EJT·c ·LL1.·t:~c1J. ";~·IJ-1c.n. C-~lp t, T ~oilI'O T7ClEJ 

1 lTlD.'LCI'iEtl I)aJ)eI~s te1:c;TJ. t1:1e1~eot1t t11E) 

::iut why you found jt open I know not L\S scarce any Ley v;ou rd open :Lt 

but the cne I had- cu:: to the Li:rt yuu mention, I fancy I r;,Jvo :l"t to You 

bof'oro the Pocket loo Jc [; that ·:rou HfJ. y fj_ nd it in your ovm- but :Lf lo;:3 t 

of 

I th :Lnk you did v cry 

Loc:s of 

:for a vrhilc, it v,d. 11 of serv1ce to h Lo iJO rn.or e ci::.ploye d than he 

& usin~ h1.m as his own, You 
o:et 

can· hh:1 from thence 

vi1nrt h:i.LJ.- I hope h.c yrj_ll often c 1 to rrnc You-



cont. 

HlC)JJ.e I hin I 

unc 0 rta in ;:i bout , not to 

cs ~~s solely dircctod 

co or 

:i (1 

o1 r 

.1 (j --

-!.1., 
U U I :L 

V 

fro,.1. 

C 
,Tn? JI;[. Kinly 



l.'.cl:i.nly 

co 

CU lL t 

t \.·Je C 

e;·,1. Ei t iJ.1 1110:cc 

J 

e; t~ c r~:L [_) Ji {; ·u. e-t1 

le 

_,. 
1, 

·ov. 1777 

c::r..~·u.f 01 1 c 

vc Lap 

times on every occasioh contim1e to support the Uh:.ractor of an 

Conti YF)H 1 

1.0 

c) :c o1:L l (j}J h I 

ed. 

0 uO oc eccl 

:;cnt but 

::; till cont th - this will o to the Caro of occ 

forward it uL as soon as possible 

1 other our ;;elatLon~, 0 

your 



Order to - -
J .:.l"' [.)@ 

t 

vc 
a. 

*:tc)ttI' HU):: .. ; t () lJCl. lJ ,·:; cI' 

:;oced of 



I 1.1rote to You th j_:; :),iy tr:o off Few 

e c:L1l 

to 

o:cdered 

ft :'31ooJ) of ed by 

rolitely by the 

Chester the Frison Ship on Board of 

ordered to 

1:::a:Ld r:c:Lson ffoJ.p one nrmn1 11.n hone,,t Yorksh:LreI::an 

fj_ccr l>elonP;inr; to th l3r:L.3to1, under vfhor:,e 

in1mE)(.'.U.D,tc; Caro I vrau, both trec.tecl 1;1c s.r:Ltt r:1uc'n k:1 ne:c;:3 ?·, civ:Ll:Lty unt:Ll 

nent!:ll O:tf':Lcers 

ve bceri 

od cleal of 

··•t"' t om, W'l [].OU 

Perc:Lfer Frazer & Coll~ 

John Han.;:; urn. t, j or J"ohn Tiar:per who I fou,nd in a :rne::rn 

"'tn,n]·11e·c"t 00"I ·'v·J.--18 '\.'{ 7 (<()l'f Tenk;r1° T~--:;·;;]·;.JL,.11 Yr1c,.·•L .. 'L •• 
!.J '•.t-'_'t/ .,H t/ • 1 .J.,, ,'"~ •• ~, ,,c-...1~ )...) ' -- •• ~ -'·- ,,_ - hearty approbation joined 

Jenkins callin~ to see mo 



r:cit::one:rr3 who behave tovra.:rd inc Yi:L uuch re ect, 

quite expert in wa1tin,~ upon 1r1y:::;el:C /\ enjoy rny 

f ellovr 
al::o 

I have become 

the ti:ne nxuch better than I at f:i.r:,;t exvccted and 1:u, I arn. very corn:;c1ous 

Fort :L t11de t~ rnuch more 

mcmtr:3 u.s render You, jf :po,Jccible, r;ti.11 :c10:cc clenr to mo 
, 

rne c;reat ,~3at isfa.c ti. on t: I hope You wLLl; always cont 1nuc to clwr:i [,h the 

.lJOJ>e You ui11 not be too clcJ.1rc;;soci with any aclvc:r;,e Fortune, but bear 

afraid tiut You uill, the:c03 :Ls nothLF:; thu.t can des:pi:rj_t 

called to see LlC the first Day I CLUJle here D:, told 1ne H' I VIOU'cl be o.clmitted 

to my Parole I uhou'd be rreleomo to h:Ls HouE;e, btLt You ,:now my '.L'en11)er, I 

:never coutd boar be inc~ beholden to uny rerE;on D:, rrru.ch lef,S novr- hcr,rever I 

I fancy it 1.s very uneertain ec,peeially su, to me vth.o had no Corm·,:J.rrnion 

in th0 C ontincntal cr·1;1y or Lavy or u.nder C ongI·o3 s- :.\.f3 tho Old. hi.pc r 

Ctr, re:ney vrh:Leh vro11'd :not JXiSfJ on noard tho '3h:l.J)r:, of \'.rar, J)8.1;:0 :e:c_; here, 

J).l.case to sc:nci :me by the first safe conveyanee about the sar.:o ::.!u.rn I scmt 

You Ly Henry eynoldf:3 that I rnay save the GcJld as r:T:.:teh EUJ I can- J)ray 

allow :eor rn.y uritine; :Ln a Crowd vri tb.out luisure or c orreot- r~ aEJsure 

your::rnlf th~1 t on every tr:l.E:i.1 I shall s t:i11 suJ:rport the Cllaractcr o:f o. 

Ean of Candour honesty t: houou1•::. 



shall over remain uith mDst tender sincere affection- Deare::ot Jonny 

Your n1ost lovi Tiu~,band 

If ym1 vrrite to me enclose the Letter oven under a Cover directed 

) 



:Flat Jlush on Loru( I:c:,land El
th 

.July 17713 

Dearer::;t J"errny 

I had hoJJCs of being perrn.:Lttcc;d to ret-:_n~n home on uy role 

[:{,; thereby be ennab1ec1 to effect o.n j,:xcllanrsc 1no:cc rrpeecnly, until halt' 

had to :orepare :Cor the Voya:'.'.C, corn:::cc,uGntly did not afford T::e time 

to vrr ite to You a f evr Line E3 to inf9TT:.t You thereof, but CFiT): ,eve 
} 

:pror:-1ir;ed me he wou t d do it - uncler h::Lr:':; ea:rc I left T'ortu.ne, at h:lB own 

Collins he J:)TOmiE;ed he wourd to.kc 

forward to You, as speedily ,,1:3 he cou t cl, 1<1h :Leh I hn.ve no doubt he 

IJerforn1ed accord:j_nr7;ly, as he h, both carcfull !1· honest- l lik:ewise c;ot 

tc, c1 o 

:LL, [; ordered him to d:co.vi upon \Ol:t for the Ballance, 2. I E,UJJ}Jo~;e about 

:rc::,orvcd c:;o mucJ1 Gold in parn1, whcr cof I th i.nk: I ~3r1.a11 hc,.ve cncn1':h t to 

defray 

trouble on thc.t .\.ccount- I t1ad v1rit Len '(ou a Lctte:e in hope:; of t t:t r1e; 

find non.c- I b;:u1 my alth very vrc11 on the Voya:'/:;, not ovtn the luu,t 

handr3omc }lIDspectr3 of a f'lne t:, :.·1c11 cultj_vatec1 Co 1.u1try 



c; Olil.J)an:Lo n, :Ln u vo cLoccnt, orciorly, t; obli :Ln;,~ 

good C 01J.:ntcy 

absent frorn You, who are seldom out of my thou. )Lt E3- hovrcvur I hOTJe 

the t:i.Lw is not f1:1:c Cd.st0.nt 

absence~ your other lute hlisfor th th:.;t fortitu.d.e of r,i.:Lnd 
J 

t I hive not h~d the oppor 
~~:. 

to ·you 13ooncr Bin.cc I 1.ctt F:1:Llu.d. 

c t:i.on 

:L or v1r:Lti 

1 our 



d 
t "E~llDlJ, O~t.'1 I1C)rtr,: I~,::;l:Jn.<1 r:i:3 t"Ttt1-;-,r ]_??(3 

hu.vc h,.~d 110 :L I 

j_ 
Ct 
• \.Jl't j __ c l1 c1 j_ (l. ~ to t \~ 

t 
to urit1J You- of ]_c \r1n.· i··:cJ1~tt:. C\/" ·

0:t tt1_:i. C~D¥I). ,,..cc\rc 

be s ~Ossible ~ CT~VO 

ivc yourself no troGJlo on 

tlic: 

Cod I st:Ll1 cont 

been lone a rrisonor on 

()]. C C U.1"' t C Jl DtL 

1UIL 'Cl tJ.1u 

,' 
() ·:·;·vtt:ns o~L·· J ,,·-: :: c C) t j_JJJ.C:C 

of 

r )iLt cot 

th croatcst est~em" most ~end r a action 



O
J", 
.L 

to 

E3}1 a J.1 

on ~ho o. ~ 24~ Inst: 

) 

1 

·vE; Crold. urtf'f j~c ie r1.t ·Lo c1 c 

t t i.rn.e f:3}::LC)tL 1 (1 

but in order to sho en G 

:Lt 

1J. st to be done, Dut 1east u niscarri~~c 

e 11 clo r1e , t I ctcd 

t j_OH}J CJJ.1.tt:r 

to l:Lcvc 

OJ)JJO :cturt i 

e~pect to be c cd, I vrou'ci. ho.vc You therefore to Ernnd 

ctt I' to Goo u.r,Jily to 

:l ntccl., P: 

t ~r ]_c11t to Br:1..rn contuinjn~ Conic □ 

of uLL ny 1mbli 
onlv 



1,c},:inly Lettc:1·e:.----#9 cont:Lnucd. 

:me, I have :c10 doubt tl11t 

1aost hearty Respects to all 

Your evc:c lov i 
J 

JN t:cK:i.Ely 

st 
i\.ug 1 • 177/J sent 

coJJ,,:;ed th':l.t tter to be 

trnde:ctoJ;:cm to cJ.olivcr th :Ls nur::,or.;ally, he c:1n onfo rLI vou o:C ny 

continuunce :in :Urn.:1.lth any other pu.rtict rs You wou'd be desirous 

of kno,r:i. cone cr:non,c; Situ~tion, 0 od bless You 



Deare;;t Jcrms 

On a ~,s~ :q.JyJlico.t:Lon to General linton :for a J'a:r 

c,n·1J.arge:ucnt on rny Parole, :Ln order the more ccad :ily to eCfoct an 

for a 7.'onth, ,it the i:'.xr:Lrat:Lon of wh:i.ch tj_me, shou'd I fa:i.1 to obtain 

said Ex cha n:; e I rn·;/so1.f' a.r~c1t11 Et ·t; l}ev1 ~(01~1<:--- :Ln. 
J 

coru;;cqucncc wherc:cof' I a:r:c:Lved here in Comj::any vr:.L th the Dearer Lieut 
1.rc 

Hall of Cecil County !.!n.ryland, on rx\cole 1:Lk:cr.ri:.::o, ,S; on '.:-;at.,.,,_clays 

in C or:rpa ny vri t r.1. of 

:Lnfluenco, 
. .. d 

Lron all of wb.orn. 1 :c oe. prorn.i:3cec; of 

they wou' d endeavour to lvivc the ::wr,Lc 1.noved f o:c [';; on YcE; to relay, or as 

HOVI fore t t 

tJrou,;t1t on, but I arn. ::: till in lloyie s of havi it finished soon accord&ng 

to my l1c s: ind cod. I bEtve no doubt of ~:;ucceed jm,: \;,rllen br rnx)1t before 

Congro:::1B, but there :Ls the dii.fic1.1.lty i.n thcr,e busy tim.cf,, t, therefore 

I thot1:d1t it best to stay t:. rrornote :U,f:: being f inishoc1i that en I 

have the great J)lcat,ure of E,eeinr:: '{ou I may Ten1ain vri t}.1 '{ou, er3pecially 

o.s I have heard by sevcral:::l tli: 0
• t 

Brother t: Sister Peeve are well so is Cozen Be '\( 
J charduon & Nich 8 

u:Lly- I hour ~i:L~3ter JolmEiton L3 to be so on El esident in 



cl~: 
E~Kinly Lettors----#10 cont. 

ri:tnceTe~,t Love to all Helat:Lom,; &, beE,t Hespects 

to fJC8 You all, yet I '::ant to hnve rny stayine; viith You. rE;duced to a 

cert~inty, for I shou 7 d be very tni.easy if a dcnibt rcrnained of my 

the.t I n.m c01rntraj_ned to rcj:ain here, at rn1ch distance froru. \ou, yet 

tho e.P od J)I'O S}XJ ct I ho.. ve th,J t the re I shall pro cure the })lcafnrr·o of 

I lwa:c Cozen Uu.zol ton :>. her Dn.ur;hter I.'.iriam aro c;onc to Dilly :Ln Kent-

vrhen I bce:an th:LE, Letter I OXJ)ccted. the Uearc,:r· evccy rrdnutc-3, ::; t:111 I 

found I had tirn.e have 1x,.tched it out, rih ich mdl:ff; ~, it a f1tr:::u11;c :i.ncohor(mt 

one, ln1t odd ar:3 :Lt fa I k:riovr it vril.1 11:fford You fJat:is:Cn.ction- I have tvro 

former Lett ors that tllc near·er vra~:; to 11a ve delivered to Yov) wh:tch I 

to You that I hopo wi.11 af:Corcl You ontortainmen t :1.n. beurj11,e;, :ror I 

\iLLJ. or1.ly give a bEJVcor roliEJh to our future c:njoy1nents, for you. rnay be 

:Cully as::;-cLrec1 thr.l.t my constant :;,:ndeci.vouru she.LL always be to rnu. you:r 

:t'uture Life as he.1Jpy· c:l.S it vrill be in ny rJov10r to I'011doT U; - for I 

lu:.1.ve ro <Jo1J.lJt but you Yii LL cont:Lnue to d o~;ervo 

nt You len;,;tI.1 of Dayr; 

my old Custom of fj_ni.Dh:Ln•' tlw :Lde, :now I knov1 You w jJ.l excm;3c:; :Lt -

Ac'.J.j_ou therefore my De1:.n·est Jenny cc accept of tho :mo:: t ardent 

Your ever l.ov:L Husband 



Or:i; ;J.nal 

l't ?U 

en dolivered by Lieut' IIu.11, lrr:.t wh:Lch I ser1t 

1rt Gravat for fear of &ccidonts; ~ Coll~ 

vr1ter1 I 

tlLL ~:; Day CU3 al together D.llot C(J. to tho l Jiu os e, bnt I hu.vo r:d;rong 

cce uce,Flf3 li.tle 

doubt blLt ·:Lt \fill onc:t acGocdi. 

to 1.J.Gcorn.Jllt purvoso- Jona an 

Che .. :Lr 

prevent 



ar this absence more t:Lently- I 

j 

in, ;;;o that C 

iumc d1a tcly to 1:'!ilm:Lnr- ton, ~;o th::ct t 

c You. 
) 



not]t I LL t,:) or:L :1.c:c 

:L ,' C)tl 

tLOiCLC 

~1--

1;) CI.':.) 

-,.,,, y·~; c: . .,_! r, T♦ 



VC UO 

t 



() t u L) 

Morn:Lnp; 

fresh in one Creek which 

1ocJp;e '· [.; 

•y~ ('I 

tJ; CJJ -~1 1
~ ']:ry_·1orn.puc Il ttLU .. ~;:o G ~('C 

a 
:i.lad. f!::. a1:i. to rr:1,:i_t 

Jo er 

nn. cly 

1I'}J.OiflT)DOr1' s a.dv=Lcc :Leh I 

~:Jame Day 10 0'C1o 

I Imvc cm 



t}1 whorn. I am to cJj ne to "I ho 

nished in a few Days - Y~stcr y I dined with old 

to 1·:orrow- 'J1here is no th of 

(j here VTOT'th COl(CUUnicu. - I than~ God I continue in perfect 

to f'ind. oD. lJLY :cctu:cn lrnue- iHster ,Tohnr_,tcmts }'an inc" f'Ld.r vmy or 

JJlU 11d. t :r1{;- I'. 

my Pa 1x.:: r alt ho ' I 

rection 

'{our evc:c lo,r 

0 C 
Jn. U.Ki:n1y 



LlcKinly Letters----)15 

+ 
the AucUto:r of ~\.ud~, that he r:ou 1 d lay the Cmisf:,ion t11t,t lte 

alledged I had mad.o in 

n1eetin~-8~& I wrote hiJ'a twJce s :Lne e letti.rig rd.m know that I 

I mi,;ht ., 
f)(J ietained as short a time 

as po::.;::.;ible- yet :notv1J.thr,t::rnd:Lnr; I 

JJrornh,ed, :cepeatedly stnce I carne here, but all to :no :purpose he 

st:Lll r1le:1ds that h.o i.:3 Ul1l)Te-pared- therefore I have told hiu o:C 

my Intention to a1,-i:ply to tho Ac;~;ern.bly to:~o:rToY: for nedrec;s, i:rh:Lch 

I i.nt()ncl to perform, so that it :Ls uncerta:i.n vfh.en I c,:~"1. t home; 

but hope I shall toward the l:J.tter end of tllc \fee'<- than1.<: God I 

am in e;ood lHcu.1t11- rer:ten:.bcr me to all ,eli::1-t~Lons & F':ciends- f'.c: lielievo 

me to be in the r,ms t ;J1nc ere F;; af'fectiom1t0.3 nr~ume:r 

Deare1,:;t ;Jenny 
~ d ~r: e-vf;I"' lcJrfi11{\ IIllSl). 

Jl, 0 11.,Cvi· ·,·,J- v .1 & J.,l. • . i.:.. LL _ ,j 
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