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ADDRESS BY SENATOR ROGER A, MARTIN TO A SPECIAL
SESSION OF THE 131ST GENERAL ASSEMBLY CONVENED
IN THE OLD COURT HOUSE, NEW CASTLE, PURSUANT TO SENATE
JOINT RESOLUTION 33 TO COMMEMORATE THE 300TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE LANDING OF WILLIAM PENN AT NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE
OCTOBER 24, 1982

Three hundred years ago today, Penn's ship
Welcome approached the Capes off Lewes, Having 1left
England September 1, 1682, 1/3 of its passengers had died
en route from smallpox. Three hundred years next
Wednesday, this ship arrived at New Castle and its
passengers disembarked.

With Wil” 'am Penn came two ideas, one inten-
tional; the other accidental. The intentional one,
religious freedom, will be dealt with first. The ac-
cidental one, the founding of what was to become the
Delaware state, a little later.

Many people came to these shores in the 17th
Century to escape what they had known as religious per-
secution. Established churches had required adherence to
doctrines which all did not necessarily hold. Conse—
quently, Puritans came to Massachusetts, Anglicans to the
South, Baptists to Rhode Tsland and South Carolina,
Catholics to Maryland, Dutch Reformists to New York and
Jews to New York, Newport, Philadelphia, and Charleston.

Once these different sects got here, the guestion

arises, how would these groups abide each other in their

differing religious beliefs? Well, Maryland was founded by
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Catholics and after a time incoming Protestants outnumbered
them and the colony found it necessary to pass the Tolera-
tion Act of 1649 which granted religious freedom to all
those who believed in Christ. Other colonies were not so
tolerant. Virginia's House of Burgesses passed a law
requiring compulsory attendance to the reestablished Church
of England in the colony.

The worst example of religious intoleration came
in 1692 in Puritan Salem, Massachusetts, 10 years after
Penn landed in America. At the zénith of the witch trials
200 people had been accused of being in league with the
Devil. One hundred fifty (150) people had been imprisioned
and twenty (20) had been put to death. Here was truly a
case of the persecuted coming over here to persecute others
for their religious beliefs.

Gradually, with people like Roger Williams and
Thomas Hooker who founded the colonies of Rhode Island and
Connecticut to escape the Puritans, intolerance gave way to
tolerance. More to the south, Penn's arrival and founding
of Pennsylvania ameliorated the rigid attitudes toward
religion. Following the precepts of the Society of
Friends, the Quakers, Penn was a zealous disciple. He had
already been in jail 4 times by the age of 21 for his
beliefs. One of his great desires was to establish a
colony where all could come and worship as they pleased
regardless of their religion. Consequently, from that
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point on, Penn's colony assured equal liberty to all "who
confess and acknowledge the one Almighty and Eternal God to
be the creator, upholder, and ruler of the world". There-
after, Quakers, Moravians, Lutherans, etc. came to the new
colony.

One nation under God? Yes, that is the motto of
these United States of America, but I think an important
adjunct to that is the toleration of others' beliefs,
religious or otherwise.

Now, let's Jlook at the other idea Penn brought to
this new land, the accidental one: representative govern-
ment but more particularly the seed which was to become the
Delaware State.

Very soon after arrival, Penn set the wheels
turning to call an assemblage of persons to approve a
packet of 40 laws decided upon in England concerning the
governance ©of his province of Pennsylvania and its lower
territories (what was to become the colony of Delaware).
Sussex was known as Deal; Kent as St. Jones; and New Castle
County's name has remained the same.

On December 6, this assembly came together at
Chester and an Act of Union was decided upon that have
equal representation to both the province and the lower
counties. Originally, Penn's charter called for a council
of 72 members and an assembly of 200 members, but owing to
the scant population, this could not be.

-3-
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From the beginning, Penn's claim was somewhat
nebulous not so much as far as Pennsylvania was concerned,
but to his claim to the lower three counties. First, the
line downstate between Penn's Jland and those of Lord
Baltimore were vague. Secondly, downstaters tended to be
"Anglican Churchmen" while Pennsylvanians were dominated by
Quakers. Thirdly, those in the province had different
ideas on the kind and amount of representation than those
of the lower counties.

Regarding the last reason, the kind of represen-
tation, Penn's plans called for a bicameral assembly. A
council would propose bills and act on them before pre-
senting them to the assembly .ur consideration. No power
was given to the assembly to originate 1legislation.
Eventually, though, the council would give way to the
assembly.

Penn's claim to the lower counties needed to be
strengthened in order to bind them more closely to the
province and to avoid infringement by Lord Baltimore in the
south.

In December, 1688, a charter to solidify Penn's
claim to the lower counties waited King James II signature.
Fortunately, or unfortunately, depending whether you are
today Pennsylvanian or Delawarean, the King did not get to
sign it. Before he could do so, he was forced to flee and
abdicate in deference to William of Orange in what came to
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be known as the Glorious Revolution. The late jurist
Richard S. Rodney from New Castle mused that had the King
signed the charter, there might never have been a State of
Delaware. I add to that: if you think there is a dif-
ference in Delaware today between upstate and downstate,
how do you think a Sussex County poultry grower would get
along with a Philadelphia merchant today in the same
General Assembly?

As time passed problems began to mount in Penn's
government. Sectional differences grew. The lower
counties became distrustful of court appointments. They
didn't think they had enough members from their area on
them. Then came the administrative problems. A choice was
given to the assembly to be governed by a council, 5
commissioners, or a deputy governor. The province chose a
deputy governor in the name of Thomas Lloyd. The lower
three counties wanted 5 commissioners. They didn't like
that arrangement and so they stayed home from sessions.
Penn tried to soothe things over by appointing a governor
for the lower three counties, but this arrangement 4id not
endure.

Because of the rumblings in the c¢olony, the
monarchs William and Mary brought the colony directly under
the Crown. Disrégarding Penn's charter, they appointed

Benjamin Fletcher governor in 1692,
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Fortune smiled on Penn for he returned in 1699 as
proprietor but by this time things were beginning to fly
apart. The lower three counties wanted equal representa-
tion with Pennsylvania. Pirates were raiding the coasts
between New Castle and Cape Henlopen and the inhabitants
were left defenseless. They cried for forts and pro-
tection, but owing to Quaker pacifists, 1little was done.
What really bothered them was when the English king di-
rected Penn to appropriate monies for the defence of New
York. You know how the lower three counties felt about
that.

Further dissension developed. Penn's detractors
claimed in his absence his Act of Union between the pro-
vince and the lower three counties was no longer valid.

In one of his last attempts to quiet the waters
in his colony, Penn had the assembly meet in New Castle in
1700. It had met only twice before here. Good work was
done. One hundred and four bills were passed, The follow-
ing year the assembly met in Philadelphia and it was the
last time it met to consider legislation. Problems con-
tinued. The bills that had been passed the year before in
New Castle were dquestiocned by Philadelphians because they
had not been considered in the province. Conversely, the
lower three counties questioned laws made in Philadelphia.

Finally, Penn was forced to submit to the demands
of the lower three counties. He granted that if within
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three years a majority of the assembly did not want to meet
together, then the province and the lower three counties
could go their own way. That is precisely what happened.
In November, 1704, the Delaware colony met for the first
time on its own right here in New Castle, It would be a
matter of 72 years as the colony went its own way virtually
unmolested by the Crown until June 15, 1776, the day the
Delaware Colony separated itself from the king and struc-
tured its own government. And, of course, you know with
its motto of liberty and independence, it 5ecame the first
state to sign the U.S., Constitution, just a few days before
Penn's province, Pennsylvania, became the 2nd state of the

Union.

Roger A. Martin

October 24, 1982
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Thus was laid the foundation of the religious liberty which was afterwards incorpor-
ated in the constitution of the United States and spread throughout the Protestant Christian
world.

The prevalent method of acquiring lands, from a people having prior possession,
had, in ail ages, been by conquest of war, The history of the world is chiefly a record of
robbery of the weak by the strong, the spoilation of the simple by the crafty. When Columbus
discovered America, the nations vied with each other in their efforts to rob the natives of it.
Making a pretense of propagating Christianity, Cortez wrested Mexico fram its possessors by
the sword, taking a few monks along to sanctify his robbery, treachery, and murder.

Historians have sought to find some merit in Cortez's expedition.

The Virginia settlers sought fo crowd themselves into the land for the purpose of
establishing colonies. The religious pretense was not extensively used to cloak their violence
with the natives. Their motives and their practices were improved over the savagery of the
Spanish invasion af Mexico.

The New England pilgrims came to gain the privilege of worshipping as they
thought right. They forgot to accord to others the same right of dissent which they themselves
prized, and they failed of any generol recognition of the right of the possessors of the soil to
treatment as owners. They were soon in the midst of wars of conquest, as had been all nations
and peoples before them.

The second essential of "The Holy Experiment" was the recognition of the rights of
the Indians to be treated as owners of their lands, a right of which they could justly be deprived
only by voluntary treoty and in consideration of a fair equivalent. Penn had, it is true, bought
Pennsylvania from King Charles in satisfaction of a claim against the crown inherited from his
father for services as Admiral. The conscience of any leader hitherto would have been
satisfied, without regarding the rights of the weak people who inhabited it, by saying that
having bought and paid for it once, he would not pay for it again. It is to be noted, however,
that the example of common honesty, the example of the consideration of rights because they
were rights and without regard to the defenseless character of the possessors, was so contagious
that since the organization of the government of the United States on but one occasion has
territory been acquired by conquest.

William Penn and the passengers of the "Welcome", tried successfully the holy
experiment of buying property instead of getting it by robbery and murder. The nation adopted
the plan. After having lived in Philadeliphia, a Boston boy, Benjamin Frankiin, when he came
~ to mature years, uttered what is now a national proverb, namely: "Honesty is the best policy."

The descendants of the ""Welcome" passengers have scattered into all parts of the
country. They have been modest in push ing for public preferment. But it were well for the
country; it were well for humanity if not only the religious zeal and tolerance, but also the
Christian honesty of these passengers, the recognition of and respect for the rights of those who
ore unable to assert their rights, which actuated the course of the pilgrims who came over with
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Penn could be substituted for selfish greed; if the simplicity and purity of life practiced by these
Friends could take the place of the opulent, induigence, the Babylonian revels which sap the
moral as well as the physical vitality of those who should be strongest, and cast over the future,
the only shadow of menace to pemetuity and advancement.

Nobedy knows how many of the descendants of the "Welzome" are living in Kansas
today. The adults of the present are the sixth and seventh generations born in this country.
It has been proposed to form a society of these children of "The Holy Experiment”. In these
days of high-priced blooded domestic animals, a lineage to the people whose peculiar prin-
ciples are now among the most cherished provisions of our government, should be a valued
possession. For the benefit of those interested, there is herefo appended a list of the
possengers of the "Welcome", which is believed to be within three or four names of complete.
It is copied from a "History of Philadeiphia,” 1883, in the library of this society, being in
pomphlet form "Specimen Chapters of the History of Philadelphia, now being prepared by
J. Thomas Scharf and Thompson Westcott. Philadelphia, L.H. Everts & Co.

Names of Persons Who Came Over With Wm. Penn in the "Welcome" .

John Barber and Elizabeth, his wife. He wos a "first purchoser" and made his will
on board the "Welcome ."

William Bradford, first printer of Philadelphia and earliest government printer of
New York.
William Buckman and Mory, his wife, with Sarah and Mary, their children of
~ Billinghurst, Sussex.
John Carver and Mary, his wife, of Hertfordshire, a first purchaser,
Benjamin Chambers of Rochester, Kent. Afterwards Sheriff (in 1683) and otherwise
prominent in public affairs.
Thomas Chroasdale {Croasdale) and Agnes, his wife, with six children, of Yorkshire.
Ellen Cowgill ond Family. (Her chiidren were Ezekiel, Thomas, John, Jane and Ralph.
John Fisher, Morgaret, his wife, and son John.
Thomas Fitawalter and sons, Thomas and George of Hamworth Middlesex . He lost
his wife, Mory, and Josiah and Mary, his children, on the voyage.
Member of Assembly from Bucks 1683; active citizen and eminent Friend.
Thomas Gillett
Robert Greenaway, master of the "Welcome ."
Cuthbert Hayhurst, his wife and family, of Easington, Belland, Yorkshire; first purchaser.
John Hey
Richard Ingelo, Clerk of Provincial Councif in 1685,
lsaac Ingram, of Gatton, Surrey.
Giles Knight, Mary, his wife, and son Joseph, of Gloucestershire.
William Lushington
Hannah Mogdridge
Joshua Morris
Dovid Ogden, "probably from London ."
Evan Oliver, with Jean, his wife, and children-~David, Elizabeth, John Hannah,
Mary, Evan and Seaborn, of Radnor, Wales. {The last, a daughter, born at sea,
within sight of the Delaware Capes, October 24, 1682.)
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Pearson, emigrant from Chester, Penn's friend, who renamed Upland.

Thomas Herriott, of Hurst-Pier-Point, Sussex, First Purchaser

John Rowland and Priscilla, his wife, of Billinghurst, Sussex, First Purchoser.

John Songhurst, of Chillington, Sussex. First Purchaser. {Some say from Coynhurst,
or Hitchingfield, Sussex.) Devoted to Penn. Member of first and subsequent
assemblies. A writer and preacher of distinction among Friends.

John Stackhouse and Margery, his wife, of Yorkshire.

George Thompson.

Richard Townsend, wife Anna, son James {born on "Welcome"” in Delaware River),
of London. First Purchaser. A leading Friend and eminent minister. Miller
at Upland and on Schuylkill.

William Wade of Hankton Parish, Sussex.

Thomas Walmsley, Elizabeth, his wife and six children, of Yorkshire.

Nicholas Waln, of Yorkshire . First Purchaser. Member from Bucks of first Assembly .
Prominent in early history of province.

John Woodroofe .

Thomas Wrightsworth and wife, of Yorkshire.

Thomas Winne, chirurgeon of Carwys, Flintshire, North Wales. Speaker of first two
assemblies. Magistrate of Sussex County. "A person of note and character.”
(Chestnut Street in Philadelphia was first named after him.)

Dennis Rochford and Mary, his wife, John Herriott's daughter from Emstorfey,
Wexford, Ireland. Also their two daughters who died at sea. Rochford was
member of Assembly in 1683.

John Dutton and his wife .

Philip Theodore Lehnman (afterwards Lehman), Penn's private Secretary .

Bartholomew Green

Nathaniel Harrison

Thomas Jones

Jeanne Matthews

William Smith

Hannah Townsend, daughter of Richard.

There were in all about 100 persons, passengers on the "Welcome". About forty
ships came over during the year whose passengers were a part of the great movement and
assisted in the holy experiment of inaugurating tolerance in religion and justice in acquiring
land. Many of those who became prominent were passengers on these other vessels. Several
of the names are known, but the writer is aware of no complete lists of them.
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WILLIAM PENN LANDING COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE
300th ANNIVERSARY

October 4, 1982

Co-Chalrmen
Mrs, E. Anthony Nardone
Richard R. Cooch Dr. & Mrs. Howard E. Row

Secretary-Treasurer Asgistant Superintendant, Aux. Service Area
Mrs. Williarm J. Reader Department of Public Instruction

Mayor Dover, Delaware 19901
John F. Klingrmeyer

Presldent of Council Dear Dr. and Mrs.Row. :
Goorge E. Freebery ’ ’ T

MB"Q&S'E_"&?,&;?; The William Penn Landing Commemoration Committee was
Wallace L. Cannon formed late last year to make plans to cammemorate the 300th
Francis L. Poﬁfrson, Y anniversary of the landing of William Penn at New Castle. We
Willard T. wes will be cammemorating his landing on Sunday, Octcber 24, 1982.

By this letter, we want to inform you of plans that
have been made for Sunday, October 24, and to invite you to came to New Castle
for the commemoration activities. " Our plans for the day include:

11:30-12:30 p.m. Reception at the Read House on The Strand. -
12:45-1:00 p.m. Convening of General Assembly in the Court House

' for a Special Session.
1:15-1:30 p.m. Welcoming/opening remarks at shoreline of Battery park.
1:30-2:30 p.m. Reenactment of William Penn's landing, with

following pageant,

3:00 p.m. Three mimute bell peal in the tri-state area to
comemorate the landing of William Penn in America.

3:15 p.m. Dedication of 0ld Library Museum on the
Green, with William Pern exhibit.

We hope that you will be able to cam to New Castle for all or part of
the events on Octcber 24.

Sincerely yours,

Ch
oy

Richard R.

Co—c'ha.l.xmen, William Pemn La.nd:mg
Commemoraticon Committee

220 DELAWARE STREET « NEW CASTLE + DELAWARE 19720
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Willlam Penn

Remarks and
1682, the inhabitants of New Castle wel-
of the new Proprietor of the three lower New C aStle

) and Pennsylvania.
ant, William Penn at the age of thirty-eight
private landowner in the world. However, b
an aristocratic landowner but as a noncon- }’
'h radical ideas, bent on establishing a ‘“Holy
New World based on his Quaker beliefs.
d, Penn'’s arrival in New Castle was a bless- NiChOlaS S MCIntire

oven to be a difficult problem to the

n-violence, freedom of religion and brother-

flict with segments of the population in his Published in commemoration of

the 300th Anniversary of the landing of William Penn

o . . t N Castle, Del
ber of 1982, it is these 1deas that we admire at ew Lastle, Lelaware

more than ever, Penn’s beliefs stand as a
f violence, hatred and mistrust. His “‘Holy
n the ““Sermon on the Mount” is as apropos October, 1982

itle join with William Penn in saying, “Let
ve can do.”

John F. Klingmeyer
Mayor of New Castle

William Penn Landing Commemoration
Committee of New Castle, Delaware



William Penn and New Castle

By NicHoLas 8, McINTIRE

The people of New Castle must have become a flexible
lot by the last quarter of the seventeenth century. In the 25
years of the infant community’s existence sincc its founding
by the Dutch in 1651, control of the settlement had been suc-
cessively under the Dutch, the Swedes, the Dutch, the English,
and the Dutch again, only to become English once more in
1674 under the Treaty of Westminister,

It was probably no great change when the land that is
now New Castle and Delaware was granted to William Penn a
few years later in 1682.

Penn’s arrival in the New World on October 27, 1682,
was a different matter, however. The arrival of a ship was
always exciting, especially one from abroad, This was un-
doubtedly the case when the ship “Welcome” brought the Pro-
prietor Penn up the Delaware River that October day and set
him ashore at New Castle.

Legend has it that Penn was “well received” hy the philo-
sophical people of New Castle; there is Httle reason to suppose
otherwise. It was an optimistic occasion with the promise of
stability in govermment, for Penn had come to America to
colonize and plan a city and province (Philadelphia and Penn-
sylvania) up the river from New Castle.

Penn was a strange admixture of 2 man. He could have
been called his “own man,” He was a rebellious youth and a
constant source of trouble to his father, Sir William Penn, who
had risen steadily in the British Navy and craftily improved his
position. T'he father finally became vice admiral under the Duke
of York, then admiral and commander of Britain’s naval forces.
Admira] Penn endeared himself to James, Duke of York,
especially after Penn’s participation in the victory over the Dutch
in 1665.






In 1680 Penn petitioned the Crown for a tract of land in
America in exchange for the debt owed his father. He sought a
grant north of Maryland. Penn’s request for a grant of land on
the west side of the Delaware River was approved by the Duke
of York, except for “the Three Lower Counties on the Delaware.”

The grant for what was to become Pennsylvania was made
by King Charles II to Penn in March of 1681. The southern
boundry was “a circle drawn at 12 miles distant from New
Castle northward and westward unto the beginning of the 40th
degree of latitude, and then by a straight line westward . . .
excepting all land within 12 miles of the town of New Castle.”

Penn’s grant gave him authority to enact laws by and with
the advice, assent and approval of the freemen of the country
or their representatives. Penn appointed his cousin, William
Markham, as his deputy and sent him to America to inform the
people of his grant and authority.

William Penn envisioned a government for his colony that
included jury trials, {freedom of worship, and a system of edu-
cation. Onc of Penn’s pre-eminent contributions to Delaware
history was his strong commitment to representative govern-
ment, as is evidenced by his prompt establishment of a colonial
Assemhly immediately upon his arrival at New Castle. He was
a champion of religious liberty and religious tolerance.

Penn had no real interest in the people or the land on the
west side of the Delaware, south of his planned Philadelphia,
He was concerned, however, about an uninterrupted outlet to
the sea. He coveted what 1s now Delaware.

Lord Baltimore claimed this land as part of his grant north
to the 40th degree of latitude, which was approximately the
Schuylkill River. However, the Duke of York on August 24,
1682, executed two deeds to Penn, one of which conveyed “all
the town of New Castle . . .”" and all the tract within 12 miles to
Pennsylvania. The other deed gave Penn the land along the
river south of New Castle to Cape Henlopen.

This land was never given to the Duke of York, but he had
assumed jurisdiction over present Delaware since the capture of
New Castle in 1664 from the Dutch.
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Penn and about 100 colonists sailed o
for America. After a dreary voyage in whic
arrived off New Castle on October 27; 2
QOctober 28, said to have been in the Coun
commissioners, Ephraim Hermann and Jc
possession by delivering to him “one turf
a porringer with river water and soil.” T
as the “livery of seisin,” is annually reen:

By his own description Penn declarec
and Governor of Pennsylvania, New Ca
County] and Whorekill [Sussex County].’

The first Assembly of Penn’s met at Uj
sylvania} in early December of 1682. T
counties in the Province of Pennsylvania |
Lower Counties” were differentiated by v
ritories.”

Penn’s regime was not peaceful as fa
Counties were concerned, and he consid
source of trouble. In the spring of 1684 a
in St. Jones County. It was contended the
to keep his promise by not clearing and er
Castle, but in Philadelphia instead. The
County also claimed they were taxed toc

Penn returned to England in Octob:
resolve the differences with Lord Baltimo
lemns to be considered.

Following Penn’s departure there we:
the Territories and the Province. Penr
Moore as deputy governor in 1687. Th
abolished the executive power of the cc
power to five commissioners. The plan
desired harmony. He then appointed Ca
as governor of the Province and Territor
in 1689.

This old soldier did not get along v
and was recalled and returned to Englanc

The Territories had not been happy
tion with the Province. Some disconten
to the fact the Three Lower Counties wel
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