
New Castle Tercentenary 
of Dutch Settlement, 

1651-1951 
For Commemorating New Ca8lle's Heritage 

from the Dutch Founders 
Next summer, on Saturday, June 16, 

New Castle will celebrate the 300th Anni
versary or its founding. The founders 
were Dutch citizen5, led by the1r director
general in America, Peter Stuyvesant. 

The l)utoh nation claimed all the terri
tory or the Delaware and the Hudson River 
valleys by right of discovery In 1609. They 
named this whole region New Netherland 
In honor of their homeland-the United 
Netherlands (Holland) . In 1626 they 
founded as their capital, New Amsterdam 
(New York) on their North Rlver (the 
Hudson> . 

The Delaware was their South River. 
They had...a fort on it opposite the site of 
Philadelphia in 1624 and enjoyed a fine 
trade with the Indians, in beaver a.nd other 
skins, and in tobacco--untll the Swedes 
came in 1638. During the next ten yeaxs 
the Swedes captured the best of the trade 
on the Delaware. 

Thill was too much for the vigorous 
Peter Stuyvesant (appointed governor, 
1647). In the summer of 1651, he came 
down from New Amsterdam with ships, 
men and supplies, secured r:rom the In
dians the land from Christine. Creel!; to 
Bombay Hook, and built Fort Ce.simir on 
a. then high point at the end of New 
Castle's present Chestnut Street. 

With "Old Fort Casimir," the Dutch 
controlled the river trade. Close by it they 
began to build the town, and tour Yea.rs 
later Peter St uyvesant took the ' Whole 
river from the Swedes. 

Up to the coming of the Dutch, 300 
years ago, the land now occupied by New 
Ca"5tle's streets, Green, ge.rderui, houses 
and buildings was a forest of great trees 
extending back from the sandy sbore. 
Gre.ssy meadows and large marshes bor
dered it north e.nd south. 

Here the Dutch felt e.t home. They 
knew how to buUd dykes and make sluices 
for draining the marshes: how to make 
brtcic: and to build windmills. Within a 
few years-in spite of serious misfortunes 
-the local Dutch di.rector, Jacob Arlichs, 
could write: "Th1s settlement is now pretty 
well looking and convenient, wlth 110 
houses built." 

The New Cast.le Tercentenary Commis
sion was created by the 1949 General AB
semblY to help the people or New CMtle 
and the state pay fitting tribute to the 
Dutch founders. 

To these founden New Castle owes its 
existence, its beautiful location on the 
river, 1ts first church, first school, and 
first court of justice, 

To these founders the people of the 
whole state owe the beginnings or self
government on our son, and the first ex
amples of that independent spirit among 
Dela.ware's people that finally led to our 
becoming The First Sia&e. 

To Welcome the distinguished invited 
gUests and the thousands of Americans 
who wi.11 come to New Castle for the cele
bra tion next June, the comml.Bsion hqpes 
that this town ce.n be made so clean, fresh, 
and in such perfect repair that even a 
Dutch housewife and a Dutch city father 
would flnd no fault; 

And that all agencies and groups, of
ficial and unofficial, e.nd every 1Dd!V1dual 
citizen will share in the work--beginnlng 
now to plan and to d0-toward making 
the whole Tercentenary program a success. 

Tercentenary Commission 
Thomas Holcomb II, c1i.,;,-,n.,n 
Mn. J, Danforth B,uh, Jr., Secrdff7 
James T. Eliason, Jr., TrHsNrff 
Col. Daniel Moote BttJe1 
ifnlhon, Higgins • 
Mr,, Wirtiam S. Hille, 
Charle, E. Klingmeye-r, 

MtZ')lor of N,-,' Cdslle 

June 1, 1960 

, 



New Castle Tercentenary 
of Dutch Settlement, 

1651-1951 
Commemorating the Founding of New Castle 

and Delaware's Heritage from the Dutch 

To the early Dutob Delaware owes its 
existence as e, separate colony and state, 
one of the original thirteen, as well as the 
beginnings of self-government on its soil 
at the site of the delightful old town of 
New Castle on the Delaware River. 

At New Castle, Saturday, June 16, 1951, 
Delaware will celebrate the 300th anni
versary of the founding of the town by 
Peter Stuyvesant. the director general of 
New Netherland in America, and will pay 
tribute to the founders and the settlers 
under Dutch rule on the Delaware River. 

The Dutch nation claimed all Ui.e terri
tory d the Delaware and the Hudson River 
valleys by right of discovery in 1609. They 
named this whole region New Netherland 
in honor of their homeland-the United 
Netherlands (Holland). In 1626 they 
founded as their capital, New Amsterdam 
(New York) on their North River (the 
Hudson). 

The Delaware was their South River. 
They had a fort on it opposite the site of 
Philadelphia in 16.24, and in 1631 settled 
a colony at the site of Lewes on Delaware 
Bay. There, when the settlers were reap
ing their first harvest, the Indians fell 
upon them and killed all but one man who 
escaped. But it was this settlement and 
the cultivation of their fields by the Dutch 
that kept the Delaware terrltory separate 
from that of Maryland. 

The Dutch made peace with the Indians, 
continued to control the rlver, [md enjoyed 
a fine trade in beaver and other skins un
til the Swedes came to settle in 1638 at 
the present site of Wilmington. During 
the next ten yea.rs the Swedes captured 
the best of the tro.de on the Delaware. 

With "Old Fort CasimiJ:," the Dutch 
again cc-ntrolled the river trade. Close by 
it they began to build the town. The 
Swedes seized this settlement in 1654, but 
the next year Peter Stuyvesant took it back 
and established Dutch rule on the whole 
river. The Swedish governor returned to 
Sweden, but many of the Swedes accepted 
Stuyvesant's offer of Dutch citizenship 
under himself and his deputy governor, 
Jean Paul Jacquet, at Fort Casimir. 

Fort Casimir became New Amlltel April 
12, 1657, with the signing of a deed of 
transfer of the colony between the Chris
tina River and Bombay Hook, from the 
Dutch West India Company to the burgo
masters of the city of Amsterdam in Hol
land. Jacob Alrlchs, the new director sent 
over by the burgomasters, arrived at New 
Amstel April 25, in the ship Gilded Beaver 
filled with colonists, men, women, and 
children, and the schoolmaster Everet 
Petersen. More people came later. 

In spite of serious misfortunes: storms, 
sickness, and the luring away of some of 
his settlers to Maryland, Governor Alrichs 
could soon write home to . Amsterdam, 
"This settlement is now pretty flne looking 
ond convenient, with 110 houses built." 

Director General Stuyvesant continued 
to oontrol the rest of the Delaware region 
including the customs service of the whole 
river for the Dutch West India Company. 
Headquarters were at Fort Christina, re
no.med Altena, at the site of Wilmington. 

At Fort Alteoa, Willlll,D'I. Beekman, an
cestor of many distinguished families in 
America, represented the Dutch West In
dia company and its government under 
Peter Stuyvesant. He had a house there, 

Thl8 was too much for the vigorous Peter near the fort, where two of his children 
Stuyves[l.Jlt, appolnted governor of New were born; and o.Jso a house at New Am
Netherland, 1647, by the Dutch west In- stel, where he stayed whenever a ship's 
dio. Company, the chartered agency for cargo ws.s to be Inspected and duty col
trade and settlement. In the summer of lected. All ships, under whatever flag, 
1651, he came down from New Amster
dam with ships, men, and supplies, secured 
from the Indians the land from Christina 
Creek to Bombay Hook and built Fort 
Casimir on a then high point at the end 
of New Castle's present Chestnut Street. 

were required to stop o.t New Amstel. 
Under Dutch rule on the Dela.ware, the 

flrst courts of justice, the first public 
schocl, and the first elements of self
government were established on Dela
ware's soil. 

... 

When New Amiitel became New Cai;itl.e 
under the English, the Independence of 
character born and bred in the Dutch 
people continued to influence life and gov
ernment, and formed part of the inde
pendent spirit among Delaware's people 
that finally led to our becoming the First 
State. 

Dutch rnaptrates continued in office 
in the English period; two of them were 
attorneys for the Duke of York to con
vey the territory of Delaware to Wlllie.m. 
Penn, and among the members of the 
general assemblies under Penn that met 
at New Castle, the capital of the colony, 
were the ea.rly Dutch and their descend
ants. 

Among na.tivee and other residents of 
Delaware today are many descendants of 
the Dutch who were founders and early 
settlers during the Dutch period on the 
Delaware and on the Hudson. 

The New Castle Terr.entenary Oonunts
sion was created by the 1949 General As
sembly to plan a celebration by which the 
people of New Castle and the whole state 
may pay fltt1ng tribute to the Dutch 
founders. 

The Dutch embassy at WBBhington. in 
the spirit of the long continuing friend
ship between the Dutch and the American 
peoples, is co-operating with the commis
sion In its plans. The commission hopes 
that all agencies and groups within the 
state, official and unofficial, o.nd individual 
citizens, will be interested to have a she.re 
in making the Dutch Tercentenary cele
bration of 1951, an outstanding tribute to 
the Dutch :rounders. 

Tercentenary Commi.Bslon 
Thoma, Holcomb II, Chairman 
Mrs. ], Danforth B1uh, Jr., Secretary 
lames T. Eliason, Jr., Treasflrer 
Col. Daniel Moore Botei 
Anthor,y Higgins 
Mrs. William S. Hilles 
Charle, E. K(ir,gmeyer, 

Mayor of New Casi/~ 

130 Delaware Street 
New Cast.le, October 31, 1950 



THE PRINCETON FILM CENTER 
PRINCETON.NEW JERSEY 

Mr. Leon Devalinger 
Hall of Records 
State of De la:were 
Dover, Dela-ware 

Dear Mr. Deva linger: 

10 June 1951 

As requested in our telephone conversation of yesterday, I am 
enclosing herewith a copy of the schedule of events received from Mr. 
Goff and his accompanying letter of May fourth. Unf'ortunately, this is 
June tenth and a great deal of valuable time has elapsed since receipt of 
this information from Mr. Goff. 

~ first concern 1n this matter is the lack of time to prepare. 
I am sure you agree in our feeling that it is better to forego the assign
ment than to do it inadequately. 

As you will note in the enclosed letter, the events listed all 
have to do with the Tercentenary celebration and there is no mention of 
added filming aimed at the production of a documentary on New Castle. In 
addition, it -was my understandill8 that we would select such events t~ film 
as -we felt would lend themselves most advantageously to the production of 
a thirteen-minute film. In any event, it was our plan to prepare an outline 
and request approval before undertaking any photography. 

In the event of inclement weather, we feel it would be inadvisable 
to attempt to endeavor to take pictures in a tent. Thie would call for 
extensive lighting which should, for maximum safety and efficiency, be rigged 
above the spectators and performers. Therefore, as mentioned to you yeeter-

· day, we would obtain weather reports before making the trip to New Castle and, 
in the event of unf'avorable reports, would call c:t!'the scheduled trip. If, 
however, we proceeded to New Castle on the basis of a favorable forecast, and 
the weather chall8ed, we would be obliged to bill you for our costs, plus over
head and a reasonable mark-up. 

We will hope -to hear from you immediately in this matter and will 
want to conclude an agreement prior to undertaking the assignment. If', however, 
you can send us a letter of authorization to serve as an interim agreement, this 
will expedite matters considerably. 

It is regrettable that so much time has been lost in seemingly 
unnecessary detours. I wish we had been fortunate enough to contact you at the 
outeet. 



Mr. Leon Devalineer -2- 10 June 1951 • 

Please be assured that we are sincerely desirous of working with 
you 1n every possible way consistent with the delivery of a mutually satis
fying picture. 

• My thanks to you :for your fine cooperation in this matt~r. 

GK:ml 
Enclosures: 3 

S:~ rely yours, _ 

z-~-4-~ -47 ~ :-:---
Gordon Knox 
The Princeton Film Center, Inc. 



COPY: Telegram eent to Mr. Goff by Mr. Knox May 16, 1951 

Mr. Alan Goff 
Goff Associates 
1002 Washington Street 
Wilmington, Delaware 

CONFIBMING OUR TELEPHONE CONVERSATION OF ELEVENTH WE SUBMIT HEREWITH 

OUR PROPOSAL TO FILM NEW CASTLE TERCENTENARY CELEBRATION ON JUNE SIXTEENTH 

PilJS SUPPLEMENTARY FIIMING OF .ARRIVA!. OF DUTCH AIRCRAFT ON FIFTEEN JUNE 

FOR FEE OF TWENTY FIVE RUND.RED DOLLARS SUBJECT TO FOLLOWING. STOP. WORK 

WILL BE DONE ON SIXTEEN MILLIMETER COLOR WITH COMBINATION OF SYNCHRONOUS 

AND NON SYNCHRONOUS SOUND. STOP. LENGTH OF SUBJECT NOT TO EXCEED TRIBTEEN 

MimJI'ES WITH TELEVISION USE ENVISIONED. STOP. WE WILL UNDERTAKE DISTRIBUTION 

AND SALE OF SUBJECT THROUGHOUT THE WORLD ON SIXTY-FORTY SPLIT OF GROSS 

REVENUES LESS PRINT AND .DISTRIBUTION AND ADVERTISING COSTS WITH MAJORITY 

PORTION OURS UNTIL SUCH TIME AS YOUR PRODUCTION COSTS HAVE BEEN RECOUPED. 

STOP. THEREAFI'ER ALL REVENUES SHALL BE ENTIBELY OURS PLUS OWNERSHIP OF 

NEGATIVE AND ALL RIGHTS OF ANY NATURE INHERENT THEREIN -EXCEPT USE OF SUBJECT 

IN STATE OF DELAWARE. STOP. PLEASE ADVISE. THANK YOU AND GOOD WISHES. 

Gordon Knox, President 
The Princeton Film Center, Inc. 



COl'Yz 

Misa Nergaret Levi■ 
Princeton 111.a Center, 
Pr1.neeton, ,. J. 

J)ea, J41sa • Lev 1• r • 
l 

GOJT ASSOCIAT.&9 

1002 Washington Street 

Wilmington, Delaware 

Nay Jt., 19,1 

Thia 1■ in anaver to 1our telephoned req~at tor a441t1onal 
1ntonq,ation regarding the Iev Cutle Teroentenar,- celebration. Attached 
you v111 find a schedule ot the eTenta ot the 4&7, June 16th. In a441t1on 
to thilt schedule tentat1Te plan■ call tor the l.an41ng ot a Dutoh .Air Linea 
plane at Wev Caatle .Airport, carrying either a gro\lp ot llotariama or Lione 
tree the Wetherland.■ ' or a group ot htherlan4a oitisena,. all dreeaed in 
their natiw co■tumea. 

I feel that thi■ ahould be a colorful part ot the onr-all 'ter
oentenar7 celebration and ehould be included in the tila. '!"he plane vill 
arrin, accor«.1ng to current plana, on the 4a7 before the celebration which 
vould be Friday, June 1,th~ Thie then, vould reqllire ,our statt to be on hand a 
cla,- earlier. 

As to the accommodat iona, I tincl that the 11 ttle town ot ••w Ca■tle 
will be oTertlowing but I am eure reeenationa coul4 be •de at the Hotel 
DuPont in Wilmington tor the required ataf't. l think, though, that 7(>\1 should 
1nclud.e thu coat in 70v e■tillate. • • 

With re~d to ,-our queetion concerning the poaeible rain-date, I Ul 

advised that none baa been planned. and. that should there be bad weather the 
celebration vill ■till go on: although it will ha'ft to be on a 1111ch limited basu. 
~nt■ haTe been made tor a tent large enough to seat 2,000 people and 
most ot the aot1vitiea v111 be :from vithin that tent in the e'ftnt ot rain. 

A related part ot th• oel.ebration. ■1s)lt Pl"O'Ve intereat1ng and worth 
some tootap. A. 'di.aplay of paintinp b7 17th Centur,- Du.toh Nasters are being 
exhibited at the Delaware .Art Center 1n W1la1.ngton, ■tarting on~ 6 and con
t in 1ng t~ugh -~ _Teroentenaey date of June 16. 

. lnTitat~ona haTe been extended to the President of the United states, 
Pr~ Bernhar4t ~t ·the •therlands, the ••therlanclB .Ambuaador, and the Gonrnors 
of the ori~i ft:1rMen etatea. 

\ 

\ ... 



Ki•• Margaret Lewi■ 
Princeton J'ilm Center. 

I hope th1a ie the information J'OU require tor your reooaiendatione. 
It it 1■ not au:rticient, pl.aaae feel tree to call me. Thank you for your 
intereet. 

AI.Alf GOFF:AP 

Sincerel)r youre, 

Alan Goff' (e1gned) 

001!' ASSOCIATES 



AT IEW CASTLE 011 THE DELAWARE 

June 16, 1951 

10 to 11 o'clock A.N. _Reception ot apeoial peat■ at the AcadeJll1' 
~ other bu11clinga and 1n private hamee b7 
the Commieaion and the Town Hospitalit7 Com
mittee. 

10 to 11 o'clock A.M. ---- Muaio b7 the United States Marine :Band on 
the Batter, (the perk fioi?J8 the ·river 1n 
vhioh area a nmnber of the J>u.tch founders 
had their hOJ11tateads. 

ll to 12:30 o'clock----- Platform Exero1see on the Battery. 

1. Opening 'b7 . General Chairman. 

2. Vorde ot welcome b7 the Mayor ot 
Bew Ca•tle. 

,3. Oreetings and brief etatemant b7 the 
Chairman ot the Conmieeion. 

•• Veloom.e f'rom the State b7 Qoffrnor Carvel 
and remarks introduc 1ng Pree i4ent Truman. 

,. Add.re■■ by the Pre■ iclent ot the T1nited 
States. 

6. Greeting■ :f'rca Holland and adctre■a b7 . 
the letherlan4a Alllbusador to the Vntted 
State■• ; 

7. Speech b7 an .American deecendant of 
the :Datch :round.ere of Xn Castle. 

8. Closing ~7 the Chairman with announce-
•nt ot evente tor the remainder ot the1 ·4ay. I . • 

1,1, to 2130 o'clock-----

\ 

Luncheon on the Green tor invited gu.este. /·, 
Additional aen-ioe tor several hundred J)al
avareane vho v 111 be expected to pa7 for t: ·, r 
luncheon. • . . .· .- • \ 

Conoe■aiona on the Batter7 tor Ti■itors /~ ~ -
gen ral vho viah to bu, luncheons. • ; ~ 

Programs ot muaio and Du.toh folk dances ~or 
the entertainment ot general visitors during 
thiB luncheon period. " 

~ .. . , 



.At Bev Cutle on the Delaware. Page 2 

2130 to ,,1, o'clock-·-· On the Court lloue plaza. It ia the hope 
of the COJ1miaa1on that the General AssemblJ' 
will be intereeted. to hold a brief Joint 
aeae1on here which can be ade audible b7 
Ull)lifiera to a great ]NIJ't of the Teroente.nar,r 
at·tendance. 

It 1a understood that no official aatian can 
be taken at ■11.oh a token •••aion; but appro
Fiate resolution■ can be paa■e4 honoring 
~toh founders. The legialator1 JU.7 wiah 
to pay tribute al.ao to their forerunners 
of the colonial aaaellblJ' vho met there. 

,,4, to 4:00 P.N. ••····· Ri1toric pageant on the Batter,r. 



l 

Kr. Gordon Jtnoi 

J ~•-~ ';~. Y!r 
'!)l&f lr. ~l', 

ti\' tccbrdln&• ~th our tellphone cofiveraatibn~ on 

- ut-att, :rufle 9', I w1sfi to ~at that Utir tilltlni Witeyo the 

t1f t 1mi I ~6 tin1f!a~id tr!~ Ir.~ Pteiton ffiitt'"efi, Dire tor 

~r th• Stll• 5' &J ni ·~lr ! and was ldTiita !j hii that 

B •• ' ja tel~t ha• not t•qteite4 a o#iean,t iii the 'piiJl ot th• 

ibttaB pf~tute ot the Rew cistle firc -ntenaij is orijlwly 

~fatili 4 t6 bother typi of picture 4ri1ltni on n1itoric lew caatle. 

~dfut that iivli !tf w!tfl llr, !utter, I oa!fecY !lr, Thoma• 

Holcomb, Pre•14 n ot ~• ·11ew CaiUi ·tefointeriarj da11a190, and 

ttom fit I i:eafnff thf' eame Ul'.n,, .Also tiom Mt. Holcomb I reoei'Ye4 

futfioritj fd ne ~,1rt1 tor that Comui1ai1on wit~ j6ur tiril tor the 

it'ailffng 'fit a l:6 -· iuof1oh jlcfute 1
wftb sound in color ot the 'New 

Ca'stt& fero"en nar/ aa aet ·rotth in 7ot1r propoaa! to Mr. ilan Gott. 

Thii i'i to ·1d.vl11f' )'OU in wr1flnc ih.a1t ? ill authoriaect to neiotiate 

tdr 'the tcfufaiiod 'id tn!• l"eipedt; 

th out' :rat4'f eon-rersafio\f on ·tafuK··y a t:~ :,ou asked 

Mr a ntt'eat•n' ot o'1i' tri~en ':1.dn tb dplo7 70Ut 'tftid tcS undertde 
th~ ~ ~ . ttfi ~r.-..:.--j to lo, ut. W!~ui the 'benefit of the 



Mr. Gordon box ·~.... - lune 11, 19Sl 

1fb,-rj ~eito• -yt,'1 hialr tt!.tli n. 'Oott ·ana •• eljlni)lfi>~ ~ •1 lilemory 

Wish' tt> I· ~P~ "° t,~pb Lf or t~off to uiue tliia' 16 •• color 

tilm to'i us 1'1-th• • fi 'wiaer ;Wi~ng that j'bu:r flni w1 market the 

t1lm· and that' aa· lt' la ibld' •• lr'iii be reiDlbUraed aocordin&l.7• •• 

Wl.11~ \lhd\l-a~a· bii.~ ll9 are ~bpplY-ecS' .S. th one copy o!' thia 1'1lil 

r tni'I amc.iubt. ln mu & \M!1 1'o~ptkei< •• ate dolil& !'\ on tne 

be:ar• th~t 1-t' is exacl1.y as italec! ln your eorr••pbndenee ·anc1 

\'e1eg ba • tn Ir. Gb?t' wflo pr••"iitea thia Ye1'1>ai'li to the 

~ecut1•• Cbixlantie &r 'the 11h mtenlai-y c~iml• lori; 

lt' fdll ft.Ip' ua touia~~abl.j. and el& ity the 1aaue 

for u• I? ~u .111· i!ve UI a •ta~•ment F jird1ni ¼u Nlpona1b111t7 

1b th~ et6n\ or tl1~· on June If>~ Wi db bot mo 'the exact detalia 
ijt your te•ient Mb.l fi. Clott b'ttt ii assume tnat Jollr coyera1e 

ijf ••trtt• on ~utie 16 ti!l tnc!uae ntt only backjrotma intormatioa 

b11t Q:l the ael1H'i:1ea on the •o , that 11 tpilo •• ol the 

pa11ant; t11• lit- he Bu.l, \l'J.e atr1Yll bf the t'tto Du ch ·aeatro7er•, 

tht tok~ •eit16n o~ the t.1!1fa Uri itl front bl the 61d Court Bou••• 

the arrttal or 41lli ihi<l ~eala aa well aa such '6aikground 

uter1al as tne Old Dlatoh House, the Presbyterian Church and other 

c~,~ ~ a• t>~ µ,.t•ru~l.na scene• along the atreeta. 

I&ain thanldJq you tor ealling me and bopina that 

tb.11 will olar1.tJ the Whole 1ituat1011 tor bola ,.rr,a, -1 ~• 

Cord1allf 1oura, 

lleaber 

LdeVacta 
••• Caatle teroentenaJ7 
Comm.iM 

CC1 •r. !homa• Holcomb, Il 



New Castle Tercentenary 
of Dutch Settlement, 

1651-1951 
Commemorating the Founding of New Castle 

and Delaware's Heritage from the Dutch 

To the early Dutch Delaware owes its 
existence as a separate colony and state, 
one of the original thirteen, as well as the 
beginnings of self-government on its soil 
at the site of the delightful old town of 
New Castle on the Delaware River. 

At New Castle, Saturday, June 16, 1951, 
Delaware will celebrate the 300th anni
versary of the founding of the town by 
Peter Stuyvesant, the director general of 
New Netherland in America, and will pay 
tribute to the founders and the settlers 
under Dutch rule on the Delaware River. 

The Dutch nation claimed all tlMl terri
tory of the Delaware and the Hudson River 
valleys by right of discovery in 1609. They 
named this whole region New Netherland 
in honor of their homeland-the United 
Netherlands (Holland). In 1626 they 
founded as their capital, New Amsterdam 
(New York) on their North River (the 
Hudson). 

The Delaware was their South River. 
They had a fort on it opposite the site of 
Philadelphia in 1624, and in 1631 settled 
a colony at the site of Lewes on Delaware 
Bay. There, when the settlers were reap
ing their first harvest, the Indians fell 
upon them and killed all but one man who 
escaped. But it was this settlement and 
the cultivation of their fields by the Dutch 
that kept the Delaware territory separate 
from that of Maryland. 

The Dutch made peace with the Indians, 
continued to control the river, and enjoyed 
a fine trade in beaver and other skins un
til the Swedes came to settle in 1638 at 
the present site of Wilmington. During 
the next ten years the Swedes captured 
the best of the trade on the Delaware. 

This was too much for the vigorous Peter 
Stuyvesant, appointed governor of New 
Netherland, 1647, by the Dutch West In
dia Company, the chartered agency for 
trade and settlement. In the summer of 
1651, he came down from New Amster
dam with ships, men, and supplies, secured 
from the Indians the land from Christina 
Creek to Bombay Hook and built Fort 
Casimir on a then high point at the end 
of New Castle's present Chestnut Street. 

With "Old Fort Casimir," the Dutch 
again controlled the river trade. Close by 
it they began to build the town. The 
Swedes seized this settlement in 1654, but 
the next year Peter Stuyvesant took it back 
and established Dutch rule on the whole 
river. The Swedish governor returned to 
Sweden, but many of the Swedes accepted 
Stuyvesant's offer of Dutch citizenship 
under himself and his deputy governor, 
Jean Paul Jacquet, at Fort Casimir. 

Fort Casimir became New Amstel April 
12, 1657, with the signing of a deed of 
transfer of the colony between the Chris
tina River and Bombay Hook, from the 
Dutch West India Company to the burgo
masters of the city of Amsterdam in Hol
land. Jacob Alrichs, the new director sent 
over by the burgomasters, arrived at New 
Amstel April 25, in the ship Gilded Beaver 
filled with colonists, men, women, and 
children, and the schoolmaster Everet 
Petersen. More people came later. 

In spite of serious misfortunes: storms, 
sickness, and the luring away of some of 
his settlers to Maryland, Governor Alrichs 
could soon write home to Amsterdam, 
"This settlement is now pretty fine looking 
and convenient, with 110 houses built." 

Director G,eneral Stuyvesant continued 
to control the rest of the Delaware region 
including the customs service of the whole 
river for the Dutch West India Company. 
Headquarters were at Fort Christina, re
named Altena, at the site of Wilmington. 

At Fort Altena, William Beekman, an
cestor of many distinguished families in 
America, represented the Dutch West In
dia Company and its government under 
Peter Stuyvesant. He had a house there, 
near the fort, where two of his children 
were born; and also a house at New Am
stel, where he stayed whenever a ship's 
cargo was to be inspected and duty col
lected. All ships, under whatever flag, 
were required to stop at New Amstel. 

Under Dutch rule on the Delaware, the 
first courts of justice, the first public 
schocl, and the first elements of self
government were established on Dela
ware's soil. 

When New Amstel became New Castle 
under the English, the independence of 
character born and bred in the Dutch 
people continued to influence life and gov
ernment, and formed part of the inde
pendent spirit among Delaware's people 
that finally led to our becoming the First 
State. 

Dutch magistrates continued in office 
in the English period; two of them were 
attorneys for the Duke of York to con
vey the territory of Delaware to William 
Penn, and among the members of the 
general assemblies under Penn that met 
at New Castle, the capital of the colony, 
were the early Dutch and their descend
ants. 

Among natives and other residents of 
Delaware today are many descendants of 
the Dutch who were founders and early 
settlers during the Dutch period on the 
Delaware and on the Hudson. 

The New Castle Tercentenary Commis
sion was created by the 1949 General As
sembly to plan a celebration by which the 
people of New Castle and the whole state 
may pay fitting tribute to the Dutch 
founders. 

The Dutch embassy at Washington, in 
the spirit of the long continuing friend
ship between the Dutch and the American 
peoples, is co-operating with the commis
sion in its plans. The commission hopes 
that all agencies and groups within the 
state, official and unofficial, and individual 
citizens, will be interested to have a share 
in making the Dutch Tercentenary cele
bration of 1951, an outstanding tribute to 
the Dutch founders. 

Tercentenary Commission 
Thomas Holcomb II, Chairman 

. Mrs. J. Danforth Bush, Jr., Secretary 
James T. Eliason, Jr., Treasurer 
Col. Daniel Moore Bates 
Anthony Higgins 
Mrs. William S. Hilles 
Charles E. Klingmeyer, 

Mayor of New Castle 

130 Delaware Street 
New Castle, October 31, 1950 

" 



Old New Castle on tile Delaware 
FOUNDED BY THE DUTCH 1651 

Will Celebrate the 

Tercentenary of Dutch Settle1Rent 

Saturday, June 16th, 1951 

Music - Speakers - Pageantry 

Folk Dances in 

Seventeenth Century Costumes 

Exhibits: Dutch Art
, 

Crafts, and 

Historic Documents 

State Commission for The Tercentenary 

Old Dutch House on the Green 

New Castle, Delaware 
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BOUSB BILL RO. -
il ACT MAKDIG .lR APPROPRIATIOI POR '1'HB OBNIRAL BXPDSBS OP 'l'HB 

Nllf CASTLB_ 'l'IRC111'1'11WlY COJIIIISSIOB. 

BB IT-BBACTBD BY THI SDATB AID HOUSE.OP BBPRISBNTATIOS OP 
THI STATE OP DBLAW&U Ill OBIBRAL ASSDIBLY JIBTa 

WHBRBAS. the 115th Seaaion ot ·the General A■aembly ot the 

State ot Delaware by .let prov14ed tor a State COlllllliaaion to pre

pare plans tor a r1tt1ng Celebration on the oeoaa1on or the Ter

centenary ot the tirat Permanent Dutch Settlement 1n Delaware 

(at Rew Castle); and 

WHEREAS, the c c-~mL.sion has prepared auoh· plane with the 

co-operation of many , :t1zens or this State. ot the Library ot 

Congress o~ the United States and other national associations 

and agena1es, ot t,ie Netherland• Bmbaaey at Vaahlngton and or 

otber agencies representing the Dutch Government and Dutch people; 

and 

WHIRBAS, 1t 1a desirable and neoeaaary that a general appro

pr1at1on ahould be made ror the payment ot the expenses ot the 

Commemoration ot the 'l'hree Hundredth Ann1vei-aary ot the eetabli~h

•nt by the Dutoh in Delaware ot the t1rat meaauree ot aelt-gevern

mei:itJ an4 the toundlng of lew Caatla Which was to become the Coloni~l 

Capital and the tiret Capital ot the 11rat State,. NOW THBRDORB, 

Section 1. That the aum ot S1xty-t1ve Thousand Dollars (t65,ooo.oo) 

be and the same 1a hereby appropriated out of the General JPund ot the 

State ot Delaware tor defraying the expenaee ot the Celebration or the 

Three Hundredth Anniveraary ot Dutoh settlement at Mew Castle in the 

State ot Delaware, and the preparation■ theretor required to be executed 

by the said Comm1as1on~ 

Section 2. i'hat the said sum or srxty-tive Thousand Dollars 

($65.000.00) so appropriated, abali be paid by the State Treaaurer 

trom the Oeneral JPund. trom time to time to the "New Castle Tercen

tenary Commission" upon properly executed standard 1nvo1oe torma 

signed by the President and _ the Secretary or the Commission. 

., ., 



Section 3. An add1t1onal tund ot Ten 'l'housand Dollars ($10,000.00) 

11 hereby appropriated to b~ used aa a contingency tund t~ detray .. 

extraordinary eXl)ensee 1n the event that the President ot the United 

States and h1a entourage and/er a representative ot the Royal tam1ly 

ot the Netherlands &hall accept the invitation ot the Comm.1aa1on to 

attend the Celebration. Any unexpended portion ot this contingency 

fund ahall revert to the General l'und in tne State Treasury. 

Section 3. Thie Act shall be known as a Supplementary Appro

pria t1on Act., and the tunds hereby appropriated shall be paid out 

ot the Oenera1 ·1'und ot the State Treasury not otherwise appropriated. 

The money appropriated as aforesaid shall become immediately available 

upon the approval ot this Act. 

- 2 -



SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE GOVERNOR TO APPOINT ADDITIONAL >EMBERS TO 
THE NEW CASTLE TERCENTENARY COMMISS!ON TO AID IN COMPLETING 
AND EXECUTING PLANS FOR THE CELEBRATION OF THE THREE HUNDREDTH 
ANNIVERSARY OF DUTCH SETTLEMENT AT NEW CASTLE COLONIAL CAPITAL 
ON THE DELAWARE RIVER AND FIRST CAPITAL OF THE1FIRST STATE. 

WBEBEAS, pursuant to Aot ot _the llSth Session ot the General 

A.aaembly ot the State of Delaware tor the purpose ot the prepara 

tion ot plans tor the fitting Celebration ot t~ Three Hundredth 

.Aml1ver ary ot the tounding of New Castle b7 the Dutch, the Governor 

appointed sev.en Residents ot this State who he had reason to believe 

were deepl7 interested in historical even s1 and 

WHERE.AS, the seven members so appointed have prepared such 

plans and repcrted them to this General Aa emblyt and 

WHEREAS, by reason of the shortness ot the time remaining tor 

_executing the plan before June 16, 191lt the as11stanoe ot addition• 

al members of the Commission is desired and needed; NOW THEREFORE 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 

STATE OF DELAWARE IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY MET (tw~•th1rds ot all the 
\ 

Members elected t-o each House ot the General Assembly agreeing 

thereto) 1 

Section 1. That the Governor be and he is hereby authorised 

and requested to appoint not more than thirty additional members 

ot the New Castle Tereentenary Commission 1'1.thin ten days ot the 

passage ot this Resolution. Said additional members shall include 

the President Pro tempore ot the Senate, the Speaker ot the House, 

three member ot the Senate to be de 1gnated by the President Pro tem

poi-e, three members _ot the House to be de ignated by the Speaker, 

the State Archivist, the President ot the Lewes Memorial Comm1as1on1 

the President ot the Historical society ot Delaware, the President 

ot the New Castle Hietor1 al Society, the President ot the Swedish 

Colonial Society, the Pttes1dent ot the Wilmington Societ7 of the FinEf 

Art~, the President ot the University of-Delaware• the State Super• 

intendant of Public Inatru.ct1on1 the Superintendent ot the Public 



Schools ot W1lm1ngton, the SUper1ntendent ot the New Castle 

Special School d1str1ot 1 tour members to represent at large the 

Oity ot Wilmington and eaeh ot the three counties ct the State, 

and at least t1ve reaidents ot the C1tf ot •ew oaatles the 

Governor, the Mayor ot Wilmington ~nd the Mayor ot Nev castle 

shall be members ot the Commission ex•ott1c.1o-. 

Section 2.. That 1t shall be the duty ot the f!ew Castle 

Tercentenary Commission to pert ct and exeoute the plans for 

the Celebration on June 16, 19~1, of the Dutch Tercentenaey 1n 

a manner oonsistent with the dignit7 ot the State and the importan.c 

of the Commemoration ot the establishing by the Dutoh ot the be

ginning ot selt•govermnent on Delaware soil1 or the beginning or 

the Oolon1al Capital ot the Delavare Counties the flrst meeting• 

plaee or th~ Colonial Assembly,and the first Capital ot the First 

Stateo 

Seat1on 3 •. That the aa1d New Castle Tercentenary Commission 

be and is hereby authorized to make such report or reports to the 

General As·aembly ot Delaware during its present. session with suah 

recommendations tor turther leg1slat1on by the General Aseembly as 

it deems proper and necessary tor the proper fulfillment ot its 

duties. 

Section~. That the said New Castle Tercentenary Commission 

make its final report and submit it to the General Assembly 1n 

the year 19,3. 



THE WILMINGTON SOCIETY OF THE FINE ARTS 

DELAWARE ART CENTER, PARK DRIVE AT WOODLAWN 

WEEK DAYS 10 TO 5 SUNDAYS 2 TO 6 ADMISSION FREE 

Game of Skittles 
Pieter de Hoogh 

Courtesy of the 
City A rt Museum 
of St. LotJis 



EXHIBITION OF PAINTINGS BY 

17th CENTURY DUTCH MASTERS 
MAY 6 THROUGH JUNE 17 1951 

OTHER EVENTS AT THE ART CENTER 

MAY 20 

MAY 20 
3.30 P. M. 

EXHIBIT OF WORK FROM ART CENTER CHILDRENS CLASSES 
OPENING IN THE ART SCHOOL ROOMS AT TWO O'CLOCK 
PROGRAM FOR PARENTS ON "WHAT CREATIVE ART 
MEANS TO YOUR CHILD'' WILL BE GIVEN AT THREE O'CLOCK 

GALLERY TALK ON DUTCH PAINTINGS 
MISS CLOTILDA BROKAW 
PROFESSOR OF ART. VASSAR COLLEGE 

FESTIVAL OF ARTS 

MAY 14-19 WORK FROM ART CENTER CRAFTS CLASSES 
EXHIBITION IN MILLARD DAVIS WINDOW 

MAY 22-23 PREVIEW CLOTHESLINE SALE AT HOTEL DUPONT 

MAY 24-25 CLOTHES LINE SALE AT MUNICIPAL BUILDING 
DEMONSTRATION OF POTTERY AND WEAVING BY 
MEMBERS OF THE ART CENTER CRAFT CLASSES 

PAINTINGS BY DUTCH MASTERS 

The Exhibition of Paintings by 17th Century Dutch Masters will open 
formally at the Delaware Art Center on Sunday afternoon, May 6, at four o'clock. 
The exhibit is also sponsored by the New Castle Tercentenary Commission, and 
will serve as the major event preliminary to the celebration on June 16 of the 
three hundredth anniversary of the landing of the Dutch at New Castle. 

The Netherlands Embassy in Washington is interested in our Exhibition 
and we are expecting Ambassador J. Herman van Roijen and Dr. N. A. C. Slote
maker de Bruine to be present on the opening afternoon. 

The committee is happy to announce that, with the generous assistance of 
museums and collectors, it was able to assemble a representative exhibition of 
the work of Dutch artists of this great peri~d, including among others: Rembrandt; 
Frans Hals; Pieter de Hoogh; Jan Steen; Ruisdael; F abritius; Cuyp; Wouverman; 
Capelle; van Goyen; Backhuysen; Hondecoeter; Molenaer. Portraits, landscapes, 
genre pictures, and still life paintings afford a variety of subject matter. 

The committee which has arranged the exhibit includes Miss Gertrude 
Brinckle and Mrs. Robert Wheelwright, co-chairmen, Mrs. Samuel Homsey, 
Mr. Peter Meyeringh, and Mrs. Cyrus Pyle, with Mrs. J. Danforth Bush, Jr., 
and Miss Constance Moore, ex-officio. • 
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Immanuel Church 

Held Annually the Third Saturday in May 

At New Castle, Delaware 
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A Day • 
1n Old New Castle 

Third Saturday in May Annually 

YEARS OF CHANGE • 

As elsewhere in the New World, the early years of 
New Castle were times of change. Competition for 
territory and commerce among Colonial powers 
brought five changes of sovereignty and four changes 
of name in only a little over thirty years. Founded in 
1651 by Peter Stuyvesant, Fort Casimir, as New Castle 
was first called, gave the Dutch command of all traffic 
on the important South or Delaware River. Nearby 
Swedes considering this an encroachment on prior 
claims and anxious to protect their own river position, 
captured the settlement in 1654, christening it Fort 
Trefaldighet (Trinity) in honor of the day. Only a 
little more than a year later in 1655, the Dutch re-

Court House 

gained the fort which then became New Amstel. It 
was not until 1664, when the English seized all Dutch 
possessions in North America, that the town was 
called New Castle. Except for a year of Dutch rule 
a few years later, New Castle remained under the 
British flag for the rest of the Colonial period. In 1682 
William Penn, newly landed in America, received the 
proprietorship of the Three Lower Counties of New 
Castle, Kent and Sus~ex from James, Duke of York. 
The enactment of the ceremony of "Livery of Seizin" 
in which Penn received "Turf, Twig, Soyle and Water" 
in token of his ownership of the prope,_rty took place 
on the site of Immanuel Church (No. 1). 



GEORGE AND LYNCH, INC. 

General Contractors 

DELAWARE TRUST BLDG. 

WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 

DOVER 734-5865 Olympia 5-8855 
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COLONIAL CAPITOL 

Penn soon found The Counties determined to rule 
themselves, and in 1704 the Proprietors granted them 
a separate legislature. This Assembly made New Castle 
the Colonial capitol and later first state capitol of 
Delaware. Removal of the state government to Dover 
in 1777 did not diminish the importance of the town. 
Already an established stopping place, New Castle be
came even more popular after the 1800 relocation of 
the federal government in Washington. New Castle's 
location on the eastern side of the land dividing the 
Delaware and Chesapeake Bays made it an ideal trans
fer point for trips to and from the new federal capitol 
and other destinations along the Atlantic seaboard. 
Many important people of the later Eighteenth and 
early Nineteenth Centuries passed through here on 

ARCHITECTURAL HERITAGE 

One of the oldest Delaware valley settlements, New 
Castle offers a notable array of homes, churches and 
public buildings spanning over 150 years of American 
architecture. Especially unique is the proportion of 
olJ houses in continuous use, some still inhabited by 
descendants of the original owner (Nos. 8 and 9). 
The site of Fort Casimir is now under water, but an 
interesting reminder of the founding period is the Old 
Dutch House (No. 6) built prior to 1 700. Other pre
revolutionary examples include: Immanuel Church (No. 
1) built in 1703; the Presbyterian Church (No. 19) in 
1707; and the main portion of Amstel House in 1730 

A PROUD PRESERVATION 

The survival of these buildings is due, no doubt, to 
the later decline in New Castle's importance. Develop
ment of modem transportation outmoded its harbor 
and carried through traffic west of the town by rail 
and highway. Failing to grow like Wilmington and 
Philadelphia, New Castle's old buildings providentially 
were not torn down and replaced by up-to-date struc
tures. Although it is now the seat of several industries, 
prosperous local businesses, and the center of a grow
ing residential area, New Castle's old civic center and 
riverside residential area remain intact. In the last 
generation increasing interest in American antiques 
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their journeys up and down the coast. Landing at 
Packet Alley (No. 28) from the Philadelphia packets, 
they proceeded by stage to Frenchtown on the Elk 
River for re-embarkation to Baltimore, Annapolis and 
other destinations. One of the earliest American rail
roads, the New Castle and Frenchtown was built to 
facilitate this portage. Its ticket office survives (No. 
23); and a number of the roadbed's stone sleepers can 
be found in the paving of The Strand and at other 
points. A modern trans-shipment carry-over was the 
New Castle-Pennsville ferry which conveyed the heavy 
motor traffic of U.S. Route 40 and U.S. Route 130 

across the river until the completion of the Delaware 
Memorial Bridge in 1951. 

with service wings earlier. Many early structures have 
been incorporated, usually as kitchens, at the rear of 
later, larger dwellings (Nos. 3, 7, 10) and others have 
been built where old houses once stood. For this reason 
it is often difficult to ascribe an exact date to a build
ing. Although many buildings reveal a typically Colo
nial English influence, they retain an unusual degree of 
local and individual modification and invention. It is 
this creative touch that "makes New Castle seem 
architecturally harmonious without being uniform or 
monotonous." 

has attracted new residents and encouraged both new 
and old families to provide for the proper care and 
restoration of historic buildings. Outstanding examples 
are fou~d in the interest of the late Phillip D. Laird, 
Daniel Moore Bates, Louise duPont Crowninshield, 
and, more recently, in the state-supported restoration 
of the Court House by the New Castle Historic Build
ings Commission. Two of the oldest buildings, the 
Dutch House and Amstel House, are now the property 
of the New Castle Historical Society -and are main
tained as museums. 



PLATT'S SHOE STORE 
next to antique shop 

U. S. Keds for Women 
U. S. Keds for Children 
U. S Keds for Men and Boys 
U. S. Kedettes for Women 

WONDERFUL FOR TIRED FEET 

120 Delaware Street Phone EA 8-757 4 
New Castle, Delaware 

Regular King 

THE DELAWARE 

COCA-COLA BOTTLING CO. 

McElhinney and Kirk, Inc. 

GUILD OPnCIANS 

Weather Instruments 

Binoculars 

103 West 8th Street 
Wilmington, Delaware 
Phone: OL 6-4862 

Phone 0L 5-2317 

Field Glasses 

Professional Bldg. 
Augustine Cut-Off 

Phone: OL 5-6150 

JOSEPH P. JOHNSON, President 

W. PERCIVAL JOHNSON & SON, INC. 

BUILDERS 

1707 Concord Pike, Oeerhurst 

Wilmington 3, Delaware 
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SPICER-MULLIKIN FUNERAL HOMES, INC. 
24th and Market Streets 

Wilmington 

DuPont Parkway & E. VanBuren Avenue 

Wilmington Manor 

Clinton and Henry Streets 

Delaware City 

PHONE - Ol 5-6611 

ANTIQUES 

Bought - Sold - Repaired - Refinished 

PRICE'S ANTIQUE SHOP 
PHONE: EA 8-4252 

old books• old records • old clocks 

New Castle, Del. 

R.D. # 1, Box 53 on Route 40 

40 Years Experience 

With Woodworking 

l Mile South of Intersections 13 & 40 And Antiques 

BRUCE H. GORDON 

GENERAL CONTRACTOR 

and 

RESTORATION WORK SINCE 1930 

EA 8-3081 NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE 

A DAY IN OLD NEW CASTLE 

In 1924 a group of ladies of Immanuel Church 
arranged to open for a day a number of interesting 
houses and to exhibit antique furnishings, heirlooms 
and other objects of historical importance. The pur
pose was two fold: to arouse interest in early Ameri
cana and to raise money for the preservation of historic 
buildings belonging to the Parish. The success of this 
tour led to its continuation as an annual Day in Old 
New Castle, held each year on the third Saturday of 

May (except for an interruption during World War 

II). The scope and complexity of the event have 

greatly increased. However, all work is still done by 

volunteers, and expenses of printing and publicity are 

held to a minimum. After contributions are given to 

other churches and cooperating non-profit organiza

tions, the proceeds are used to help preserve the his
toric buildings owned or leased by Immanuel Parish. 

* * * * * 

TICKETS 

Individual tickets, including admission to two muse
ums, are priced at $3.50 with no charge for children 
under twelve years old. Group rates when arranged 
prior to May first are $3.00 per person on groups over 
20, $2. 75 per person on groups over 40. A group of 

5 school children over twelve years of age and one 

teacher is $10.00. Tickets are sold at the Court House 

and at the New Castle-Frenchtown Ticket Office (at 

entrance to the parking lot). 

* * * * * 

PARKING, EXHIBITS, FOOD 

Ample, convenient parking space is provided without 
charge. Practically all points of interest are located 
within easy walking distance in an area of approxi
mately two by four city blocks. If exhibits are located 
outside this area, free transportation is provided. 

Arrangements can be made for lunch at the Parish 

House (No. 34) and the Committee operates a snack 

bar at the Academy (No. 2). Several restaurants and 

soda fountains are in or near the tour area. 

* * • * * 

HOMES AND BUILDINGS OPEN 

This booklet contains brief descriptions of all houses 
that have been or may be opened. The list of those 
actually available varies from year to year, and usually 
comprises fifteen to twenty homes, as well as churches, 
museums and public buildings. A final list is furnished 
with this booklet at each ticket office. All open build
ings are marked with the blue and yellow New Castle 
Day signs with numbers keyed to this, booklet. Public 
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buildings are open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (DST) and 

private homes from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. For further 
information please write: 

The Chairman 

A Day in 01.d New Castle 

Post Office Box 166 ..,, 

New Castle, Delaware 



A DAY IN 

OLD NEW CASTLE 

/wni Ute eniftloyeed and nianll?<»nenl o/ 
Ute (jj)elawaw r!ile/ineJty 

~ 

TIDEWATER OIL COMPANY 

1 IMMANUEL CHURCH 

Harmony and Market Streets 

Founded in 1689, this was the first Church of 
England parish in Delaware. The church building, 
however, was not started until 1703, the original part 
being the nave of the present structure. About 1820 

the church was lengthened, transepts, tower and steeple 
were added and the altar moved from the east to the 
west end. The copper-covered wooden cross on the 
steeple was added in 1848. 

In the churchyard are the gravestones of many of 
the men and women who led New Castle to its position 
of prominence in the Delaware community before and 
after the Revolution, including Governor Gunning 
Bedford; George Read, a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence and a framer of the Constitution of the 
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Interior 

United States; Kensey Johns, Sr.; and the Nicholas 
Van Dykes, father and son. Here a restoration project 
goes on from time to time, and many of the old 
stones, victims of the attrition of wind and weather, 
have had their inscriptions recut. 

Visitors on New Castle Day may see the old Queen 
Anne silver communion service made by Simeon Sou
maine in 1710 and used by the congregation on 
Christmas Eve and Easter Sunday. Also on display are 
church records from that date, and Queen Anne-Chip
pendale transition arm and side chairs in the chancel 
believed to date about 1750. 

The Reverend James 0. Reynolds, rector. 
..... 



Compliments of 

The 

Greggo & Ferrara, Inc. 
New Castle Farmers Market 

and Auction 

DELAWARE'S 

4048 New Castle Avenue 

New Castle, Delaware MOST FABULOUS BARGAIN BAZAAR 

BEST WISHES 
Compliments of 

ALWAYS! 
The American Manganese 

from 
Steel Division 

Lawson-Cooper, Inc. 
of 

(General Insurance) The American Brake Shoe 

OL 8-5252 EA 8-4226 
Company 
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2 THE ACADEMY 

Third and Harmony Streets 

Planned for many years but delayed by the Revolu
tion, this building was finally built in 1 798 and is 

attributed to Peter Crowding, a builder responsible 
for much of the construction of that period in New 
Castle. 

Here may be seen the Secret Garden behind the 
Academy, shut off from the streets by a high brick 
wall, above which rises a gnarled old paulownia tree. 
Legend has it that the tree was grown from seeds 
carried in by ships engaged in the China trade, either 
blowing off the vessels as they proceeded upriver or 
dropping from cargoes unloaded here, but the tree 
generally has been planted elsewhere in the eastern 
United States. 

For 130 years the building was a school, first private, 
then semi-private, finally a public school. Now it is 
leased by Immanuel Church for church and community 
use. Several .fine pieces of antique furniture are in the 
building. 

* * * * * 

3 HARMONY HOUSE 

Third and Harmony Streets 

This handsome dwelling was built, like many New 
Castle homes, in sections. The restored back kitchen 
dates from about 1695, the center section from about 
1 725, and what is now the front on Third Street, 
from 1836. Among its antiques are a secretary in the 
front room, made in Philadelphia about 1780; a Queen 
Anne armchair attributed to William Savery; a portrait 
by Sully; and miniatures, including the work of Charles 
Willson Peale; jewelry, furniture, china and silver 
owned by the Revolutionary heroine Lydia Darragh. 

The dining room is set with Chinese export porce
lain, silver, and Waterford glass of the Colonial period. 

A document of interest is the original deed from 
Chief Seckatarius to William Penn for land near Ches
ter, Pennsylvania. Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Holcomb II 

* * * * * 

4 THE LIBRARY 

East Third Street 

This half-octagon brick structure was built in 1890. 
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Formerly owned by the New Castle Library Company, 
a private organization established in 1812, it is now 
supported by the Trustees of the Common as a public 
library. Some 5,000 volumes and a collection of old 
books are on display. 



LAUTER'S PHARMACY 

THIRD AND DELAWARE STREETS 

NEW CASTLE 

east 8-4444 

prescriptions 

free delivery 

THE LOG CABIN 

u a Meeting Place for Your Friends 

EA 8-8798 

114 DELAWARE 

NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE 

EA 8-9926 

Compl iments of 

CHANDLER H. GEBHART 

FUNERAL DIRECTOR 

New Castle, Delawa,e 

THOMAS HOLCOMB II 

Real Estate and Insurance 

OLD COURT HOUSE 

NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE EA 8-5481 

Thomas Holcomb II Stephen Barlho 
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Compliments of 

THE ENGLISH GRILL 

913 Market Street 

W ilmington 

HOME FREEZER SERVICE 

GEO. T. TOBIN & SONS 

Ships 

Schools, Cafeterias, Institutions 

NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE 

OL 8-341 1 OL 8-3411 

BOOTH HOUSE HOTEL 

TA VERN & PACKAGE STORE 

NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE 

EA 8-7616 

FRANCIS DiPIETRAPAUL 

GEO. CARSON BOYD INC. 

FLORIST 

2 16 W. Tenth Street 

W ILMINGTON, DELAWARE 

Phone: OL 8-4388 

5 HOLDEN HOUSE 

34 East Third Street 

The dining room is believed built before 1759, as a 
deed of that year records a dwelling on the site. The 
second part was added in 1 770, when the lot was en
larged, and the final section between 1820 and 1830. 
Solid brick walls show clearly the divisions between 

the older and the newer of the sections. 
The changes in craftsmanship in the three areas are 

clearly shown in contrasting styles of the woodwork 
and fireplaces. The house has been restored by the 
Holdens since 1951 to show the charm and liveability 
of a small house of the Federal period. Staffordshire 
and other Nineteenth Century china is on display. 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Ellsworth V. Holden 

* * * * * 

6 OW DUTCH HOUSE 

32 East Third Street 

The only survivor in its original form of the New 
Castle of the 1600s, the house was restored in 1938 by 
the Society for the Preservation of Antiquities, and is 
now a museum run by the New Castle Historical 
Society. The garden around the one and a half story 
little dwelling has been restored by the Arasapha 
Garden Oub. The exact date of construction is not 
known. 

7 ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER HOUSE 

26 and 28 East Third Street 

The four-story double house with yellow brick facade 
was built by Archibald Alexander, one of five men who 
surveyed and established the town's boundaries in 
1797. The house was built some time between 1800, 
when he bought the land, and 1804 when existence of 
the building was established by survey. 

A low-ceiling single story and loft at the rear of 

No. 26 is believed to have been built about 1690. The 
two and one-half story brick building faced with 
stucco, forming the central part of both houses, was 
later built in front of the old part. 

Much of the original woodwork is still in the Fiske 
house. The two houses are similar but not identical. 
No. 28 is built to the property line and formerly had a 
covered passage to the garden. No. 26, slightly nar
rower, has an open path at its side. 

Residences of Colonel and Mrs. John F. Fiske and 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward A. Taylor 

* * * * • 

8 GEMMIL HOUSE 

18 East Third Street 

This four-story brick dwelling was built about 1801 
and is attributed to Peter Crowding. Its features in
clude the original 24-paned windows, an excellent fan-

11 

light over the front door, and fine interior woodwork. 
Mrs. Meyers is a direct descendant of Jeremiah Bow
man who bought it (rom John Wiley soon after it was 
built. Silsbee Alley at the side of the house has served 
as a public way since the early Eighteenth Century. 

' Residence of Mrs. William E. Meyers 



Mrs. Luoma, our congenial secretary ... 

invites you to visit The Boord of Trade 

Office in the East Wing of the State 

(Court) House for further free informa

tion about New Castle and other at

tractions in Delaware. 

Weekdays 9 - 4:30 

PENN SUPER MARKET 

210 DELAWARE STREET 

NEW CASTLE, DELA WARE 

* LITHOGRAPHY 

* LETTERPRESS 

* TYPOGRAPHY 

* DIE CUTTING 

EA 8-4804 
EA 8-2028 

Telephone Olympia 6-8155-56-57 

WILLIAM N. CANN, INC. 
1614 Delaware Ave. Wilmington, Delaware 
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The New Castle Pharmacy 
at Second & Delaware 

is Respected for its Infallible 
Prescription Service 

BUT 
lots of Folks who don't like Medicine 

or need Hairpins 
are CONVINCED 

there is No Better Place for lunch 
or a Coffee Break 

than 

The New Castle Pharmacy 
at Second & Delaware 

(where else?) 

Henry N. Haut & Co. 

\1111 HOME APPLIANCES 
•11.JGIDAIRS 

GIFTS • SOUVENIRS 

208 DELAWARE STR'EET 

facing the Old Court House 

NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE 

phone EAst 8-2571 

A Must for Hospitality 

CANADA DRY 

the 

CHAMPAGNE 

of ginger ales 

Lewis Tree Surgeons Co., Inc. 
FRONT & PROVIDENCE RD. • MEDIA, PENNA. 

"Preserve the Beauty of Your Grounds" 

TREE SURGERY & CAVITY WORK MECHANICAL STUMP DIGGING 

TREE SPRAYING TREE MOVING 

LANDSCAPING DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION 

Area Code - 2 1 5 Area Code - 2 15 

LOwell 6-2575 LOwell 6-4539 

9 RODNEY HOUSE 

16 East Third Street 

This comfortable town house, built in 1831 near 
the end of New C-astle's great building period for 
George Brydges Rodney, has remained in the family 
of the builder for its 132 years. 

Exhibits include letters and documents of historical 
interest from the Colonial and Revolutionary periods, 
and a collection of Delawareana. 

Portraits include George Read, a signer of the Dec
laration of Independence, by Gilbert Stuart; George 
Ross, another signer, and of the Reverend George Ross, 
Sr., first rector of Immanuel Church, by Heselius; and 
of the elder Ross's daughter, ascribed to Benjamin 
West. Also on display is a deed bearing the signature 
of William Penn. 

No. 14 next door was also built by G. B. Rodney 
and served as Judge Richard S. Rodney's law office. 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Edward W. Cooch, Jr. 

* * * * * 

10 KENSEY JOHNS, SR., HOUSE 

Two Ea.3t Third Street 

This house was built in 1789-90 by Kensey Johns, a 
lawyer who was to serve as Delaware's chief Supreme 
Court justice for thirty-two years from 1798 to 1830. 

The kitchen wing, however, is considered much older 
than the rest of the house, and is believed to have been 
the home of Ambrose Backer, a prosperous Dutchman, 
who Jived on the corner for more than 10 years prior 
to his death in 1695. 

Of interest here is the interior, including wall panel
ing in white pine, as in the older houses, and the later 
fashion of fireplaces, faced with marble and sur
mounted with delicately carved woodwork. 

When Mount Vernon was restored in 1910, two 
brass keyplates from this house were sent there, as they 
duplicated those put in by Washington. 

Some original plans of the house, including cost, stiH 
exist and are generally on exhibit on New Castle Day. 

* * * * * 

11 KENSEY JOHNS, JR., HOUSE 

Fourth and Delaware Streets 

Built in 1823 on part of the grounds of Kensey 

Johns, Sr., this house has the plain elegance of New 

Castle's later homes. The doorway is typical of the 

period with arch and woodwork. Many fine pieces of 
furniture may be seen. 

Kensey Johns, Jr., followed his father in the law and 

in public Iif e. He served two terms in the House of 

Representatives and succeeded his father as Chancellor. 

Residence of The Honorable and Mrs. Daniel F. Wolcott 

13 



FOR ANOTHER MEMORABLE DAY IN OLD NEW CASTLE 

Est. 1893 

Plan now to visit the Seventeenth Annual New Castle Antiques Show to be held in 
April, 1965. Outstanding and varied selections to tempt every collector and thrill 
every antiques enthusiast. Come for lunch or dinner or later in the evening when 
the Academy-on-the-Green and the Presbyterian Church House glow in the light of 
a hundred candles. For further information write: 

THE NEW CASTLE ANTIQUES SHOW 
c/o The New Castle Presbyterian Church 

New Castle, Delaware 

COMPLIMENTS 

OF 

POMPEII RESTAURANT 

A. J. & V. J. Coccia 

EA 8-3467 

YOU ARE INVITED 

TO MAKE YOUR HEADQUARTERS AT 

HISTORIC KENT MANOR INN 
The colonial atmosphere of this historic mansion has 
been thoughtfully preserved by its proprietor, Mr. Jim
mie Boines, who knows that travelers welcome the finest 

in complete service. 

The adjoining motel has 80 comfortable units equipped 
with TV, air conditioning and relax-a-matic beds. Our 
beautiful swimming pool is another added attraction. 

For accommodations and service that you will remember 
as long as you remember your Day in Old New Castle, 
come to the Kent Manor Inn. 

AN·DREW MITCHELL & SON 
Luncheon served 11 :30 'til 2:30 

Dinner served 5:00 'til 9:30 
Dancing Nightly 

Hospitality Always House Moving and Rigging 

427 Delaware Street 

New Castle, Delaware 

VANCE MITCHELL, Owner 

BOINES 

KENT MANOR INN 
one mile south of Wilmington on the duPont parkway 

~~- .. for Economy 

A fine place to spend the night or weekend - you will enjoy your stay. 

:E-iotel du Pont ~ 
Eleventh Street at Mark.et OLYMPIA 6-8121 • 

"W"ilmington, Dela vvare 

14 

12 AMSTEL HOUSE 

De"laware and Fourth Streets 

Built about 1730 for Dr. John Finney, the main 
portion probably incorporates parts of an older struc
ture in its service wing. Thus it predates the other large 
houses of New Castle. Lower ceilings and a narrower 
door indicate the concern of this early period for 
conserving heat; the eight foot ceiling of the ground 
floor is unusually high for its time. 

Later in the Eighteenth Century the house was occu
pied by Nicholas Van Dyke, Sr., an early governor, 
whose son, Senator Nicholas Van Dyke, built the 
house opposite at No. 400 Delaware Street. In Amstel 
House, on April 30, 1784, President Washington 
attended the wedding of Ann Van Dyke to Kensey 
Johns, Sr. 

15 

Kitchen 

Amstel House now belongs to the New Castle His
torical Society, which has maintained it as a museum 
since 1929. It is open throughout the year for a small 
admission fee (included in Day in Old New Castle 
ticket). Extensive restoration has been made by the 
Society. The kitchen is equipped with utensils of the 
Colonial period; other rooms are appropriately fur
nished; and there are displays of antique dolls, period 
clothing and other artifacts. There are portraits of Ann 
Van Dyke and Kensey Johns, and, in the dining room, 
a large portrait of Mrs. Jehu Curtis, attributed to John 
Heselius circa 1 750. Additional exhibits are received 
from time to time as gifts from friebds of the New 
Castle Historical Society. 



Please .... 
Enjoy Your Tour 

of 

HISTORIC OLD NEW CASTLE 
and 

Then .... 
Extend Your Tour 

to include 

Visits to 

DELAWARE'S 
many other 

HISTORIC SITES, SHRINES, MUSEUMS 

for additional information, contact 

THE DELAWARE STATE DEVELOPMENT DEPT. 
45 The Green 

' "~~EA POW-wow, 

~ } ' ~ ... ~~ 
-.)~~:: ... />_,_ -~ 'h 

~ I _! ;• \ •• --
{ 

' •• .'. /; - - . 

First came the smoke signal and the drum ... 
then came the telegraph and the telephone. 
Today, the great contribution to man's 
communication system is the box that transmits 
pictures and images directly into your tepee. 
And yet, BUSINESS PEOPLE know that the best 
way to transmit a company's image is through 
a RING BINDER, mechanical binding or sales aid 
manufactured by the best braves in the business. 
If you care to blaze a trail with Cann / Erikson, 
you can scalp the top off your market with 
more wampum to boot ... er, we mean moccasin 
. . . anyway, it'll be all sewed up. Honest injun! 

Dover, Delaware 

Parton Althouse 

fine antiques 

Eunice P. Althouse 

Antique dolls and accessories 

110 No. 4th St. Oxford, Pa. 

"Appointmen·t preferred" 

J. T. Ward & Son Contractors, Inc. 

--Site Development Contractors --

DEMOLITION AMIESITE PAVING 

CLEARING CONCRETE PAVING 

EXCAVATING TENNIS COURTS 

SEWERS LANDSCAPING 
U ~ ,,,1 

PHONE OL 8-7796 601 WOODLAWN AVENUE 

WILMINGTON 5, DELAWARE 

13 SENATOR NICHOLAS VAN DYKE HOUSE 

400 Delaware Street 

Five stone steps bring you to the doorway of the 
Senator Van Dyke Mansion built in 1799. Form, pro
portion and symmetry are pleasantly evident in this 
first of several residences constructed in the area. 

The interior displays rich and delicate taste in 
ornament. Carved woodwork, marble fireplace facings 
and French putty figures under the mantels are of 
interest. 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. William B. Bridgewater 

15 BOOTH HOUSE 

216 Delaware Street 

The original part of the main house was built about 
1730 with the second part, the section east of the 
doorway, added later. The clapboard wing at the west 
end came after that. Particularly interesting is the 
irregular grouping of the front door and windows, the 
result of its two building periods, and the unusual 
front stoop. The house is named for the renowned 
Judge James Booth, Jr., who was born here in 1789 . 

An interesting pair of bulls-eyes in the upper door 
panels which served as peepholes are seen in the 
classic doorway. The house contains an extremely old 
stairway, and the mantels are outstanding examples of 
Colonial craft skills. Robert Montgomery Bird, an 
early Nineteenth Century author, was born here. 

17 

14 KENSEY JOHNS VAN DYKE HOUSE 

300 Delaware Street 

Built by Senator Nicholas Van Dyke in 1820, the 
house was given by him to his son, Kensey Johns Van 
Dyke. The Senator's taste tended toward the severe 
and restrained in his latter years, and many hold this 
to be among the finest examples of New Castle's best 
architectural period. 

Interior woodwork includes mantlepieces and Santo 
Domingo mahogany doors. On October 6, 1824, the 
Marquis de Lafayette gave Dorcas M. Van Dyke, the 
Senator's daughter, in marriage to Charles I. duPont. 

Residence of Dr. and Mrs. Harry A. Carl 

"" Residence of Dr. and Mrs. Henry T. McGuire 
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I. Immanu~l Church 20. T1.rr_y HousJ. 
l. N~w Ca.stl,- Ac.ilJ,my 21. Rosimont Hou:,~ 

3. H~rmon~ H ous~ 22. Va.n L,uv,-n,9h Hou~J 

4. N~w Cnstl,: U\na.r) 23.NJw Ca.st\ii- f fr,:nch-

5. Holdq.n H ous,- tow" Ra.ilroa.d 
6. Old Dulc.h Hous~ 24. ~on1n9B¢dford Houstt-

7. A\exandir Hous, 25. M~In1irJ. Hou~, 
8. G~ mm ill Ho us¥- 26. Li~ Houssz, 

9. RodnJ.y Hou sit 1J. Gal\~r.9 Hous.e, 

10. Kinsiy Johns, Sr. Hou5il8. Packsz.t All'-l 
I \.Kins,-:,Johns,Jr. Hous,-29. Th,- Old Sta.9,- Tav\trn 

12. Amstd Hovs~ 30. lht- R,a<l Housq. 

13 Van D~ k,-. Hous~ 3\. Au\l Houu: 

M: Th« Kttnstty John~ 32.. <;a.llQwa., R~s,d,rnc.,: 
- V4.n D) kJ. Hous, 33. M~ CaUmont Hoos~ 

15. Booth HousJi 3'1. ImR\ilnu![.\ Parish 
16. lhJ. Court Hous~ H c, u Sfi. 

l 7. Town Ha.ll t 35. lhi Risin'i Sun T"-"•rn 
Ma.rkc.1 Pla.c.fZ ¾. Jordan Hous,-

l 8. Th St A rs 9 na\ 37. Tht. \4,rma~1 ... 
l 9. Th,. "PrtLSb)tf.rian 38. Dalby Hou5J. 

Church 39. Cloud1s Row 
'1-0. fostll.r Hous.e 

INf'OR MATION 

• HEADQUARTERS ''A DAY IN OLD N E.W CA~ TLE'1 

AT t6 - THE Oll> COURT HOUSE. 

• TtC KE.TS AVA,LA1RE AT NUMBERS 16 f 23. 

• PARKING ADJACENT TO NUMBER 23. 
• TOUIUST ACCOMObATlONS - T. 

• MEALS OR SNACKS SERVED AT 

NUMBERS 1 1 34,AND R. 

• MANY EX.CE LL ENT RESTAURANTS AND 

MOTELS ON U.S. 13 ~ 40 WITHIN 

TWO OR THREE MILES OF NEW 

CASlLE. 

• SERVICE STATION - S. 
M.R.O.tt, 

1961 



When Visiting Historic New Castle 
.. :r .... ~ .--,. 

c.. · E t1,;,t-.. q • ( 

Enjoy fine food and your favorite 
cocktails ... in historic surroundings 
... Just around the Corner horn 
the Court House at the 

OL 2-8284 

ARSENAL ON THE GREEN 
( On the famous cobblestone street) 

Gracious Dining ... in an authentic 

Early American decor. 

WE CATER TO SPECIAL VISITING GROUPS ! 

OPEN DAILY 10:30 A.M. to 8:30 P·.M. 

Telephone: EAst 8-8734 

American Express - Carte Blanche 

FORD 
THUNDERBIRD 

FALCON 

QUILLEN BROS. AUTO SALES, INC. 
Since 1926 

800 Wilmington Road 

New Castle, Delaware 
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EA 8-6291 

16 THE COURT HOUSE 

Defuware Street 

This fine Georgian-style building, also known as the 
State House, was the meeting place of the Colonial 
Assembly and Courts of the Three Lower Counties 
of New Castle, Kent and Sussex ( now the state of 
Delaware) for seventy-two years before the Revolu
tion. It was thus briefly the first capitol of Delaware 
until the state seat was transferred to Dover in 1777. 
Here in 1776, the Declaration of Independence was 
approved. Here the first constitution of Delaware was 
drafted. From 1777 until 1881 when Wilmington 
became the county seat the building served as the New 
Castle County Courthouse. Thereafter it was used for 
various civic and commercial purposes and deteriorated 
badly through neglect and lack of maintenance funds. 
In 1957 the New Castle Historic Buildings Commis
sion, an agency of the State, took control of the Court 
House and other State property surrounding The 
Green. State funds were provided for restoration of 
the central part. This work is now complete; a_nd some 

21 

Court Room 

renovation has been done in the east wing, with money 
provided by the Trustees of the Common. Furnishings 
in the central courtroom are a gift from Mrs. Daniel 
Moore Bates, in memory of her husband, the late 
Colonel Bates, who was influential in arousing interest 
in preservation of New Castle landmarks. 

The central part of the Court House was built in 
1732 on the site of an earlier court house, dating from 
the 1680's and destroyed by fire in 1729. Two small 
wings were added in 1765; and the roof and cupola 
were modified later in the same century. An addition 
to the east wing in 1802 gave that end of the building 
its present appearance. The original west wing, how
ever, was torn down in 1845 and replaced by the pres
eat larger structure (as a supposedly fireproof storage 
place for county records). Overall plans call for grad
ual restoration of the entire building to its 1802 
appearance as funds are made available. 



We sincerely appreciate the opportunities we have 
had during the past to serve the town of New 
Castle in all phases of tree care. 

ATLANTIC STATES TREE EXPERT CO. 

Wilmington, Delaware 

3320 Seminole Avenue WY 4-5727 

MULLIN'S 
6th & Market and Merchandise Mart 

Wilmington Delaware 

VAN'S CHEVROLET, INC. 

CHEVY II 

CORVAIR 

CORVETTE 

Chevrolet Trucks and "O.K." Used Cars 

4th & Chestnut Sts. 

New Castle, Delaware 

OL 6-7167 EA 8-4124 

THE BAYNARD OPTICAL COMPANY 

Guild Prescription Opticians 

ACCURACY, STYLE, COURTESY, FIRST ALWAYS 

Baynard Bldg. Medical Center 

5th and Market Sts. 1003 Delaware Ave. 

OL 5-6559 OL 5-6695 

On U.S. Routes 40 and 13 

3 Miles South of Delaware Memorial Bridge 

2 Miles West of 

NEW CASTLE, DELAWAR'E 

EAst 8-6246 

Routes 13, 40, 301 at 

GREATER WILMINGTON AIRPORT 

NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE 

QUALITY COURTS AAA 

Phone EAst 8-6666 

CECIL VAULT & MEMORIAL CO. 

Exclusive Agents /or 

GUARDIAN MEMORIALS' 

KIRKWOOD HWY. MARSHALL TON, DEL 

17 TOWN HALL AND MARKET PLACE 

Second and Delaware Streets 

This site was used as a town market as early as 1682, 
and was solidly established when the city fathers in 
1 730 passed an ordinance to the effect that on W ednes
day and Saturday no food except :fish, milk and bread 

might be sold anywhere else in the town, a "franchise" 

which went on for several years. 

The Town Hall, the arched building at the end of 

the Market Place, now houses City Council on its sec

ond floor, the Police Department and shops in other 

parts of the building. It was built in 1823, and is 

now maintained by the Trustees of the Common. 

* * * * * 

18 THE ARSENAL 

The Green facing on Market Street 

Built by the federal government in 1809 in the face 
of the threat of war with England, the building was at 
:first of one story with a wagon entrance at each end, 
traces of which may still be seen. In 1831 it housed 
the garrison of Fort Delaware when buildings there 
burned. In 1846, it became again an arsenal for the 

Mexican War. 
About this time, it was decided that New Castle 

could not legally transfer any part of The Green, and 
subsequent arrangements forbade the storage of am
munition or the quartering of soldiers. 

In 1852 the second story and cupola were added to 
provide space for a free public school, which it re
mained until 1931. Once again in 1943 it served briefly 
as a school and was used by the Presbyterian Church. 
At the present time the building serves as a restaurant. 

* * * * * 

19 THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

Second Street 

Built in 1 707, this Colonial brick church continued 
in use for services until 1854, after which it housed the 
Sunday school. After World War II the original build
ing was renovated and restored, and the less attractive 
Nineteenth Century brownstone church which had been 
erected was pulled down. In 1957 the brick Sunday 
school was added at the rear of the plot. 

The congregation traces its beginnings to the arrival 
of the Dutch Reformed clergymen with the founders 
in 1651. Forty-nine years later the Dutch group was 
absorbed by the Presbyterians. 

The grave markers date to the early 1 700s, although 
unmarked Dutch graves going back 50 years earlier 
are also in the plot. The Reverend Ralph R Johnson, Jr., pastor 

* * * * * 

20 TERRY HOUSE 

130 De/,aware Street 

Built in 1876 by Howell Terry, this is a typical town 
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house of the period .. It features a handsome stairway, 
fine woodwork and mantels, and an unusual :fireplace. 
A collection of antique furniture is also on display. 

Residence of Mrs. George H. Williams 



JOHN C. ROMAN 

REALTOR 

INSURANCE 

1012 WASHINGTON STREET OL 8-7208 

Why clutter up a beautiful room with un
sightly radiators and heat lines? 

Install Baseboard radiation and eliminate 
the trouble spot in a well balanced and well 
decorated room. 

AMSTEL 
PLUMBING & HEATING 

EA 8-6651 

1500 WILMINGTON RD. NEW CASTLE, DEL. 

WHITTINGTON'S 
SAND & GRAVEL Company 

ROUTE 40 

BEAR, DELAWARE 

• MORT AR • PLASTER • BRICK 

• CONCRETE SAND 

½" - ¾" & 1" WASHED GRAVEL 

BANK SAND • ROAD GRAVEL 

TOP SOIL • Fill DIRT 

READY MIX CONCRETE 

Rental Equipment 

BULLDOZER 

SHOVEL • GRADER 

FRONT END LOADER DUMP TRUCK 

Phones EA 8-3585 • EA 8-3333 
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ALL Stores SELF SERVICE for 

your SHOPPING CONVENIENCE 

B. J. HOY'S 

5 & 1 Oc STORES 
Main Office in Historic New Castle 

MAURICE D. GOLDSTEIN 

HEATING OHS 

2800 MARKET STREET 

TEL. PO 4-7180 WILMINGTON . 

CLEMENTE BUS STATION 

"World's Largest Bus Stop" 

Where the Nation Meets and Eats 

'Routes 13 & 40, Du Pont Blvd. 

New Castle, Delaware 

COURT HOUSE SHOP 

west wing of the old court house 

ANTIQUES AND GIFTS 

21 ROSEMONT HOUSE 

110 Delaware Street 

The back wing of this house was "new built" when 
Martin Rosemont, an officer under the Dutch and a 
deacon of the Dutch church, moved in in 1675. The 
main portion of the house was, it is believed, built 
prior to 1 704. 

In the old wing the ceiling rafters are heavy beams 
of hand-hewn oak covered with flat boards. When the 
house was restored, there was so much whitewash on 
the boards it resembled plaster. 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Reinhardt Bamberger 

* * * * * 

22 VAN LEUVENIGH HOUSE 

Two The Strand 

Believed to be more than 200 years old, this building 
shows few signs of wear. It differs from other New 
Castle homes in that it was heavily influenced by 
French design. Interesting woodwork and a fireplace 

of unusual design are among a number of notable 
interior features. 

The house took its name from Zachariah Van Leuv
enigh, New Castle chief magistrate, who bought the 
property in 1765. Post riders bearing the news of 
Lexington and Bunker Hill stopped here on their way 
south to spread the word. 

Residence of Dr. and Mrs. Robert T. Beattie 

* * * * * 

23 NEW CASTLE AND FRENCHTOWN 

RAILROAD TICKET OFFICE 

The Battery at the foot of Delaware Street 

Built in 1832, this was a ticket office for one of the 

first steam railroads in the country. Long used by the 

Pennsylvania Railroad as a crossing tender's shack in 

Wilmington, it was presented to the town about 1954 

as a memento of the long-vanished New Castle and 

Frenchtown Railroad. 

* * * * * 

24 GUNNING BEDFORD HOUSE 

Six The Strand 

This brick house, now stucco covered, was built 
about 1 730 by John van Gezel, the grandson of one of 
New Castle's Dutch founders. The house was also 
the home of Gunning Bedford, the eleventh Governor 
of Delaware, serving in 1796-97. George Read, the 
younger, lived here with his aunt Mrs. Bedford while 
building his home a little way to the north. The house 
then passed to Caleb Bennett in 1803- Bennett, a prom
inent Quaker, operated it as a hotel to accommodate 
travelers arriving here by packet boat from Philadel
phia to take the stagecoach, and later the railroad to 
Frenchtown on the Elk river. He, too, was to serve 
the state as governor from 1833 to 1836. It was a 
residence again when George Gray, lawyer, statesman 
and judge was born here on May 4, 1840. 

Originally, the house stood on a mound, but was 
left high above the street when The Strand was 
levelled for the cobblestone paving in the 1820's. The 
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change necessitated construction of the stoop, a rarity 
among the old homes. 

Residence of Mr. Elmer Bailey 



ALWAYS 
PREPARING 

FOR 
YOUR 
FUTURE 
Service 
Needs! 

Delaware Power & light Companq 
INVESTOR-OWNED, BUSINESS MANAGED 

... right way to start a vacation 
Charter a new aircraft from 
Atlantic Aviation, one of the na
tion's most experienced flight 
centers . . . fly over traffic . . . 
land in remote areas not served 
by airlines ... gain hours of 
relaxation. Costs are surprisingly 
reasonable. Ask for our Flight 
Dept. at EAst 8-6611; get full 
details for your trip. 

Greater WIimington Airport 
Wllmlngton 99, Delaware 

FLIGHT INSTRUCTION • AIRCRATT SALES • CHARTER • MAINTENANCE 
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Since 1882 ... 

Suppliers of Lumber and Building Materials 

to 

New Castle and Surrounding Communities 

J. T. & L. E. ELIASON, INC. 

NEW CASTLE 

quality house 

antiques 

DELAWARE 

EAst 8-4111 

open 9 to 6 

collectors items 

decorative accessories-

124 delaware street vern hagan 

east 8-8000 lyall bowers 

25 McINTIRE HOUSE 

Eight The Strand 

This is one of the most interesting of the old 
smaller brick houses in New Castle, outstanding for its 
wood paneling and chimney pieces of simple design 
executed with consistent harmony in all the rooms. 
The owners believe with architectural support that it 
was built about 1690. 

The property was included in the purchase by John 
van Gezel from the heirs of Dr. Samuel Monkton of 
Philadelphia. In the 1660s the double plot had been 
owned by Martin Gerritsen, a member of the family 
which had early grants from Peter Stuyvesant. 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas McIntire 

* * * * * 

26 LEE HOUSE 

Nine The Strand 

This dwelling is typical of the houses built to re~ 
place those destroyed in the fire that swept the river 
side of The Strand on April 23, 1824. Built on a nar-

row front, it is surprisingly roomy and affords an 
exce!lent view of the river and its shipping. 

It is of interest to note that relief funds after the 
fire were raised in Boston, in return for similar funds 
raised in New Castle during the 1774 blockade of 
Boston harbor. 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Gilbert R. Lee 

* * • * * 

27 GALLERY HOUSE 

17 The Strand 

Historically, the site of No. 17 is interesting as part 
of the stretch along The Strand where Thomas Janvier, 
who fled from religious persecution in France, his son 
and two grandsons carried on the crafts, merchant, and 
transportation activities that contributed largely to the 

28 PACKET ALLEY 

From The Strand to the River 

This little alley takes its name from the days of 
packet stages and boats, when it was traveled by many 
prominent persons who debarked here to begin their 

* * * 

29 THE OLD STAGE TAVERN 

25 The Strand 

This building was erected after the 1824 fire as a 
store and was used as such until recently. Before the 
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development of colonial New Castle and the later 
town. After the fire of 1824, great-grandsons John and 
Thomas Janvier built this brick house on the exact site 
of the previously existing frame dwelling. Architects 
of the 1947~48 survey regarded it a well-designed and 
dignified representative of the period. Until now No. 
17 seems to have been owned chiefly by descendants 
of the Janvier and related families. 

Residence of Dr. ·and Mrs. William V. Gallery 

land journeys to south and west. A tablet at the 
entrance of the alley lists many of them. 

Flaked oyster shells and crushed shells are now the 
only evidence of the days when the alley rang to the 
shouts of wagon drivers and accommodated well
painted coaches and fours. Today the once-bustling 
wharf lies in a state of ruin at the water's edge. 

* * 

fire the site was occupied by a tavern known at various 
times as the "Delaware Hotel", "State Tavern", "In
dian King" and "Ship Tavern". Located fortuitously 
close to the wharf, it can be imagined the tavern did 
a thriving business. .. 

Residence of Mr. Sverre E. Bergh 
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DELAWARE 
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JR/££/lRD F. DJIVJS 
831 Market Street 

Wilmington, Delaware 

CHINA GLASS 
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Hannam' s Antiques 

FOR THE HOME • GIFTS 

Phone WYman 4-5803 

2908 Duncan Road 

Wilmington, Delaware 

GREENVILLE TRAVEL AGENCY 

MARGARET H. McVAUGH 

Greenville Center, Kennett Pike 

Wilmington, Delaware 19807 

Olympia 8-3585 

DOMESTIC FOREIGN 

Cltappe/1 JEWELERs 
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Largest selection of figurines in Delaware 

All repair services on the premises 
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American Gem Society 

THE NEW WILMINGTON TRUST BUILDING 
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30 THE READ HOUSE 

The Strand 

This beautiful Georgian mansion was built by 
George Read II, son of the signer of the Declaration 
of Independence, and completed in 1801. 

The first thing to strike the visitor is the handsome 
doorway with fanlight, surmounted by an iron b-alcony, 
and a Palladian window above. ·Tue exterior woodwork 
carries ornamentation also on the cornice, and the 
third floor dormers as well. 

The entrance hall features a triple arch with intri-

cately worked pilasters, and every room has a fireplace 
with decorated mantels. All woodwork and hardware 
are original and are considered per£ ect examples of 
the period. 

A fine collection of antique furniture including 
Queen Anne, Chippendale, Hepplewhite, Sheraton and 
Duncan Phyfe will be seen here, as well as beautiful 
antique Savonarie and Aubusson rugs. 

In 1847 when the property was owned by the Couper 
family, the formal garden was laid out by Andrew 
Jackson Downing, the foremost landscape architect 
of the time. 

Residence of Mrs. Philip D. Laird 

* * * * * 

31 COOPER HOUSE 

49 The Strand 

This clapboard house, built about 1750, managed 
somehow to survive the fire despite its wooden con
struction. It may have been damaged, however, as the 
first story corner and front have been replaced as may 
be seen from the difference in the height of windows 
on either side of the doorway. 

Originally the house was a double dwelling but the 
late Philip D. Laird replaced the double entry with a 
single door salvaged from an old Wilmington home, 
and later the two units were combined into a single 
dwelling and restored. The original woodwork and 
fireplaces are of the oldest types. 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. John J. B. Cooper, Jr. 

29 



Compliments of 

DELAWARE TRAVEL AGENCY, INC. 

317 Delaware Avenue 

Wilmington, Delaware 

Telephone:. Ol 4-9985 

Compliments of 

DAWSON'S SEA FOOD, INC. 

821 Madison Street 

Wilmington, Delaware 

Olympia 8-4238 

5810 KENNETT PIKE 

CENTERVILLE, DEL. 

OL 6-2096 

ANTIQUES 

WILLIAM A. COCHRAN 

RESIDENTIAL PAINTING 

134 E. SECOND STREET 

NEW CASTLE, DEL. EA 8-4512 
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KRAMEDAS BROS. 

WHOLESALE FRUIT & PRODUCE 

Fresh - Frozen 

3020 GOV. PRINTZ BLVD. WILMINGTON, DEL. 

Phone PO 4-5000 

JOSEPH F. TONE'R 

Painting Contractor 

EAst 8-2219 

MANOR PHARMACY 

CONTINENTAL SHOPPING CENTER 

Du Pont Highway 

WILMINGTON MANOR - EA 8-3175 

ERNEST DiSABATINO & SONS, INC. 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

2601 WEST 4TH STREET 

Ol 4-5331 WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 

32 GALLOWAY RESIDENCE 

53 The Strand 

This double brick house also was built by William 
Aull, probably in the last quarter of the Eighteenth 
Century. An interesting item is found in the windows, 
which are nine..over-nine on the first floor, six-over
nine on the second floor, and six-over-six on the third. 
The woodwork, mantels and fireplaces are typical of 
the period, as is the fur!].iture. There is a lovely view of 
the river from the porch. 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Hugh C. Galloway 

33 McCALLMONT HOUSE 

56 The Strand 

Dr. James McCallmont, a wealthy physician and 
Trustee of the Common, fell heir to this property in 
1796. By 1804, when the present elevation appears on 
the Latrobe Survey, he had incorporated an already 
existing "ancient dwelling" in this small but elegant 
townhouse. 

After a long and checkered existence in various 
commercial capacities, including service as a saloon and 
rooming house of doubtful character, the building has 
been restored by its present owners to its late Eight
eenth Century state, preserving at the same time, some 
of the architectural details of the earlier building. Of 
particular interest is the massive living room .fireplace 
with its original herring bone brick fire-back, the 
curved rear wall of the dining room, and the fine 
woodwork. 

On display are selected early volumes from the 
Maisano collection of Delaware books together with 
some documents and an interesting assortment of tools 
and implements used by cabinet makers and joiners in 
Philadelphia in the Eighteenth Century. 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Andrew D. A. Maisano 

* * * * * 
34 IMMANUEL PARISH HOUSE 

Harr,wny Street and The Strand 

This large building was built in 1801 by Peter 
Crowding for Charles Thomas. Designed as a com
bined hotel and dwelling, it has two principle en
trances, one on each street, and it comprises three and 
a half stories, surmounted by an attic. During most of 
the Nineteenth Century, however, it served as a private 
house. And, in 1891, it was given by a descendant of 
the original owner to Immanuel Church. A two-story 
addition on Harmony Street was built in 1913 to pro
vide an auditorium and classrooms for the church 
school. Church offices and a kitchen occupy the ground 
floor of the old house, and three rental apartments the 
upper floors. Its high-ceilinged rooms contain hand-
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some mantels and woodwork, and from the upper floors 
afford a river view equalled only by the Read House. 



WILLIAM B. BRIDGEWATER 

JEWELER 

Fourth & Delaware Streets 

HISTORIC NEW CASTLE 

SINCE 1883 
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FREDERIC G. KRAPF & SON 
INC. 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

AGENT 

METAL BUILDERS INFRA-RED HEATERS 

421 ORANGE 

WILMINGTON, DEL. 

Compliments of 

OL 6-6686 

Wilmington Truck Rental Co., Inc. 

Hertz System Licensee 
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OL 8-2461 Wilmington, Delaware 

32 

JOSEPH T. HARDY & SON 

PLUMBING & HEATING 

SMALL EQUIPMENT RENTALS 

207 West Avenue 

Holloway Terrace 

NEW CASTLE, DELAWARE 

OL 4-6698 OL 4-3377 

JOHN E. HEALY 

& SONS, INC. 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS 

707 Tatnall Street 

Wilmington, Delaware 

Olympia 8-7294 - 8-7295 

35 THE RISING SUN TAVERN 

118 Harmony Street 

The front portion, built by William Armstrong in 
1 796, included a small room and a large room on each 
floor. The kitchen was in the basement with a dumb
waiter located beside the fireplace connecting it to 
the upstairs. The rear portion was added in 1801 by 

Daniel Lafferty and consisted then, as it does today, 
of one room on each floor. 

In its tavern days, the front room was the public 
room, and the rear room was used for private gather
ings. Those not welcome inside were served through 
the window on the river side. The mantel in the rear 
is believed built under the direction of Peter Crowd
ing. The garden held a stable, as was required by law. 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. C. Stephen Bartha 

* * • • * 

36 JORDAN HOUSE 

124 Harmony Street 

Built by William Armstrong about 1800, the house 
was owned by Michael Nagle, a butcher, in 1804, and 
used as a dwelling. The interior is in its original form, 

37 THE HERMIT AGE 

Ninth Street behind William Penn High Sclwol 

The house was named by Senator Nicholas van Dyke 
who added the latest and largest part of the building 
in 1818. The original portion, where the doorway has 
a fanlight, probably was built before 1 700, while a 
larger section is believed to have been built by John 
Finney, one of the original trustees of the Common, 
about 1750. 

The interior includes fine woodwork and mantels, 
interesting use of color throughout the house, and a 
curved door built to conform to a curved wall in the 
entrance hallway. Family portraits, oils and primitives 
are on display. 

The house, now well within the city limits, was orig
inally a country summer residence. 

including mantels and paneling. The tulip valences 
were added later. 

A collection of early Nineteenth Century pewter and 
two grandfather's clocks: one signed by Wilmington 
clockmaker Thomas Crow in 1801; the other, by ChrisM 
tian Bixler of Easton, Pa., are on display. 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. William C. Jordan 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. B. Scranton Deemer 

* * • * • 

38 DALBY HOUSE 

118 Delaware Street 

The records of the Historical Society in Wilming
ton indicate that the main portion of this comfortable 
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though simple Colonial home was built prior to the 
Revolution. The house. is being restored with minimum 
replacement by the present owners. A collection of 
antique timepieces is on display. 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Milton H. Kern, Jr. 



39 CWUD'S ROW 

117-123 Delaware Street 

This row of tall, narrow brick houses was built by 
Harlan Ooud of Chester County, Pennsylvania, some 

time prior to 1804 as an investment. A survey map of 
that year shows the three and a half story dwellings 
with dormers in the roofs just as they appear today. 
Well designed in a simple, unpretentious manner, 
some feature original doors, woodwork, mantels and 
window panes. 

* * * * * 

40 FOSTER HOUSE 

122 Harmony Street 

Built in the late Eighteenth Century, this is a fine 
example of the builder's ability to create a completely 
liveable home in a small area. In 1804, William Arm• 

strong sold the property to Thomas Turner, a hatter, 
for $100. Thomas and his son, George Washington 
Turner, were prominent business men of New Castle. 
In 1863, the house was sold to the keeper of Rising 
Sun Tavern for $750. 

Residence of Miss Elizabeth Foster 

* * * * • 

OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST 

Buena Vista, the ancestral home of the Honorable and 
Mrs. C. Douglass Buck, located south of New Castle 
on the duPont Boulevard, was built in 1842 by Chief 
Justice John M. Clayton and named for one of the 
battles of the Mexican War in tribute to President 
Taylor under whom Clayton served as Secretary of 
State. 

* * * * * 
Spread Eagle Hotel, 114 East Second Street, residence 
of Clarence E. Twilley. Travellers from packet boats 
and the railroad paused here en route to Washington 
or New York. 

* * * * * 
John M. Foster House, 159 East Third Street. This 
Eighteenth Century structure has probably remained 
in the same family longer than any other house in 
New Castle. 

* * * * * 
The Cave, northwest side of The Strand past Harmony 
Street. Site of Barney Murphy's famous tavern, this 
was the oldest such gathering place recorded in New 
Castle. Here crews from the ships would gather from 
the four corners of the world and swap yams. 

* * * * * 
54 The Strand. Site of New Castle's most unusual 
building, the Old Tile House, built in 1687 and 
demolished in 1884. Three stories high, the walls were 
of brick smaller, thinner and more apricot in color 
than those used locally. 
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The Jefferson House, Five The Strand. The main part 
of the building is the old Riddle and Bird dwelling, 
hotel, office and center of a shipping business that was 
conducted until 1810. After that date James Riddle 
operated a lumber yard at the rear. The Great Fire 
of 1824 started here and swept up The Strand destroy
ing most of the east side and some of the west. The 
iron initials on the southwest side are those of James 
Riddle. The building is now converted into apartments. 

* * * * * 
The Broad Dyke, north from Third and Chestnut 
Streets. This was New Castle's first caft road built 
across the marsh, meadows and lowland. It sprouted 
a branch to Swanwyck, a village up the river and one 
to Fort Christina (Wilmington). 

* * * * * 
The Battery, along the river shore a short distance 
from The Strand, is now an informal park and recrea
tion ground. It is named for the "fine battery" erected 
here in 1748 to protect New Castle from pirates. 

* * * * * 
The Glebe House, half a mile north on the Wilming• 
ton Road, residence of the Reverend James 0. Rey• 
nolds. This handsome dwelling stands on a tract of 60 
acres given in 1 719 by Richard Halliwell to Immanuel 
Church for the rector's use. He might use it for a 
residence, cultivate the farm or rent it to a tenant 
farmer. 

flOWARD JoHnfonJ 
"LANDMARK FOR HUNGRY AMERICANS" 

Enjoy a Day in Old New Castle 

THEN DINNER AND LODGING AT 

HOWARD JOHNSON'S 
RESTAURANT • MOTOR LODGE 

DELAWARE MEMORIAL BRIDGE APPROACH 

U.S. HIGHWAY 40 NEW CASTLE, DELA WARE 
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EARLY NAMES OF OLDE NEW CASTLE 

- Tamaconck (Indian name for beaver) 

- Sand Hook 

- Fort Casimir 
- New Amstel 

- New Castle 

Over the years New Castle was 
known as: 

- The Colonial Capital 
- The State Capital 
- The County Seat 
- The Court Town 
- The Seaport 

It was a sophisticated 
culture occupied by Merchants, 
Landowning Lawyers, Judges and 
Physicians. 

1626 - New Castle was discovered 
by a small group of Dutch fur 
traders. The Swedes also found 
it a pleasant place to stop; 
but the majority of the people 

· were of Dutch origin. 

1664 - The English took over 
the thriving colony when the 
British fired on Fort Casimir. 
They killed three (3) Dutch 
Soldiers and wounded ten, then 
they took the rest of the 
Soldiers prisoners and sold 
them together with negro slaves 
to the English in Maryland. 

1669 - Long Flinn was the first 
case tried by English rules. 
It was declared that he be 
whipped, branded with the letter 
"R" ( for Rebellion) and held 
until he was sold in Barbados. 

1682 - William Penn received 
the papers for land that was 
to be a 12 mile circle around 
New Castle. Still today, the 
bounderies of Delaware with 
Pennsylvania reflect parts · 
of the 12 mile circle. 

.. . 
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CONT'D 

1699 - The ship "Sweepstakes", 
laden and lying just off the 
town was attacked one night 
by 13 pirate ships and was 
carried off. 

17J0 - William Kelsey was hang
ed for burning the New Castle 
court house to the ground. 

18Jl - One of the .f .irst rail
roads ran along a route that 
connected Philadelphia, 
Annapolis and Baltimore. An 
i nteresting note; the rail
road was operated under horse 
power until an English Loco
motive was imported, and it • 
took over the horses task. 
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~ The flags of The Netherlands, Sweden, Great 

T Britain, and the United States are displayed 
on the balcony of the Old Court House to 
honor New Castle's proud and intriguing his-

~ tory. Founded by the Dutch, conquered by 
the Swedes and English, and prominent as the 
capital of Delaware in the early Revolutionary War 
era, New Castle began her story when Old World 
explorers sailed up the Delaware. 

The Dutch nation supported three expeditions 
beginning with Henry Hudson's in 1609. In 1623 
they established a fort, called Nassau, on the east 
bank of the river in what is now New Jersey. 
Colonization on the western shore, in present-day 
Delaware, began and ended in the tragedy of the 
1631 Zwaanendael settlement massacred by 
Indians. For twenty years the Dutch did not return 
in strength to Delaware, but their claims neverthe
less extended to Cape Henlopen at the southern 
end of Delaware Bay. 

To the Dutch it was therefore an intrusion when 
subjects of Her Majesty, the young Queen Christina 
of Sweden, established a colony at present-day 
Wilmington. Landing in 1638 they built a fort and 
log cabins, tilled the soil, and traded with Indians. 
A prospering Swedish settlement existing on land 
claimed by The Netherlands caused alarm and anger 
in New Amsterdam. Relations between the Dutch 
and Swedish colonists steadily deteriorated, and 
intermittent bickering ensued. 

This took on a martial air with the accession of 
Pieter Stuyvesant to the Governorship of New 
Amsterdam. A legend in his own time, the stub
born and firey patroon organized and led a military 
expedition by land and sea against New Sweden. 
His arrival with an armed levy surprised the Swedes 
and forced their capitulation. To further establish 
Dutch dominion, Stuyvesant erected Fort Casimir, 
the forerunner of modern New Castle. From that 
date, in 1651, to the present, New Castle has 
existed on its river bank; its history as engaging as 
its cobblestone streets. 

·-
Fort Casimir was unable to repel the armed 

forces which appeared at intervals during the late 
seventeenth century. The Swedes reversed the 
Dutch triumph in 1654 by capturing the fort and 
renaming it Fort Trinity. It was recaptured the 
following year, however, by the indomitable Stuy
vesant who took advantage of his trip to Delaware 
to lay out the town streets, and The Green. He 
named the town New Amstel. This final strike at 
New Sweden ended for all time the New World 
pretensions of the Swedes. 

Thriving as a subsidiary of the great Dutch city 
of Amsterdam, New Amstel was part of the vast 
New Netherlands colony which stretched from 
Cape Henlopen in the south, northward to the 
valleys and mountains of present-day upper New 
York state. This territory divided the English colo
nies situated both north and south of it, and 
caused alarm in Great Britain. To solidify his New 
World interests the English King Charles II dis
patched soldiers to conquer New Netherlands. 
~ In the autumn of 1664, His Majesties Ship 

I. GUINEA, 40 guns, and an armed merchant 
vessel, WILLIAM NICHOLAS, arrived at New 
Amstel. Laden with 100 men-at-arms, eager 

~ for battle, and fresh from the English con
quest of Pieter Stuyvesant's New Amsterdam col
ony, the two vessels anchored in the channel, guns 
run out, decks cleared for action, with the flag of 
Saint George snapping in the breeze. 

Commanded by Sir Robert Carr and under 
orders to reduce Dutch garrisons in. the New World, 
the English force launched an attack against the 
stockade. Thus beleaguered, the small Dutch gar
rison capitulated, adding yet another victory for 
the English King over his maritime rivals. With the 
Dutch surrender the town was re-named New 
Castle and added to the holdings of Charles' 
brother, the Duke of York, later King James II. 

The Duke of York's government proved capable. 
Brick kilns fed the colony with stout material to 
raise homes and reinforce defenses. The town grew, 
and its lanes and alleys resounded with the ham
mering of carpenters, the clanging blows of metal
smiths, and the steady drone of mills which ground 
the harvest from the surrounding fields. This peace 
was shattered by the Anglo-Dutch war in 1673 
when a force of Lowlanders arrived and captured 
the town for the Dutch Prince, William of Orange. 

Dutch resurgence in America was brief. English 
colonists had flooded the continent, and, in inter
minable waves, pushed on through the former 
Dutch territories. The Lowland Burghers, realistic 
and astute in politics, withdrew claims on New 
Castle in 1674 in return for British islands in the 
Pacific. Their control of Delaware ended but 



news of the Battle of Lexington. As Congress de
bated the course of political action, preparations 
were made for war. 

In the following year New Castle joined other 
American communities with enthusiastic jubilation 
when the news of the signing of the Declaration of 
Independence was read from the Court House bal
cony. Two of the "Signers", George Read, and 
Thomas McKean, were New Castle residents. A 
third signer, Ross of Pennsylvania, had been born 
in New Castle. Another resident, Charles Thomson, 
was Secretary of Congress. Thus was New Castle 
embroiled in the tumultuous events of the Revolu
tion. 

Delaware responded quickly to the Congres
sional appeal for arms. In July, 1776, units of the 
Kent County militia paused in New Castle on their 
way from Dover to Washington's army in New 
York. Joined here by other Delaware troops, they 
bivouacked in town, and "took out of the Court 
House all the Insignia of Monarchy . . . . all the 
baubles of Royalty, and made a pile of them be
fore the Court House . . . . set fire to them and 
burnt them to ashes .... and a merry day made of 
it." 

~ Naval engagements of the early Revolutionary 

NWar centered on the Delaware, the gateway to 
important Philadelphia. The infant American 

~ navy skirmished with the formidable Royal 
~ Navy within earshot of New Castle. Notable 
battles were those of the Continental brigantine 
LEXINGTON against the British ROEBUCK and 
LIVERPOOL, and the spirited engagements be
tween Commodore Hazelwood's small American 
flotilla and the English fleet. John Adams de
scribed the American effort as "gallant" but gal
lantry aside, the American navy was incapable of 
repelling the huge British force which landed at 
Head of Elk in 1777, nor the naval squadron which 
fought its way to Philadelphia, forcing the sur
render of the American capital. 

At this time the British captured John McKinly, 
the "President" of the newly formed "Delaware 
State", along with the State treasury, important 
documents, and the Great Seal, all aboard a ship as 
it fled New Castle. With the American Congress 
re-settled in York, Pennsylvania, the British in 
Philadelphia, and Washington painfully at bay in 
Valley Forge, the Delaware Assembly fled south. 
By October 1 777, the seat of government passed 
for all time from the capitol building in New 
Castle, to relative safety in Dover. 

No longer a capital, New Castle nevertheless 
remained a county seat and an important center of 
trade in the burgeoning Federal era. The excite-
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ment of the War of 1812 brought new danger of 
naval assault, but failed to dim the town's prosper
ity. More damaging was the disasterous fire of 
1824 which leveled a portion of the waterfront, 
The Strand, and evoked sympathy from as far 
away as Boston. 

Energetically rebuilt, New Castle became a cele
brated passenger terminus when the New Castle
Frenchtown Railroad began operation in 1832. 
The train supplanted stage coach traffic on an 
earlier turnpike between the Delaware and the 
Chesapeake, the new train was one of the first 
steam powered passenger lines in America. Trav
elers on river packets stopped in New Castle to 
transfer to the overland route on the exciting new 
mode of travel. Long a center for travelers, New 
Castle attracted a host of notable visitors. 

I 

~ The slow decline of river traffic and the rising 

Tpreeminence of nearby Wilmington lessened 
New Castle's commercial importance. The 
routing of the main railroad lines through 

~ Wilmington instead of New Castle in the mid
dle 19th century was a final blow. By 1881 Wil
mington had attained such prominence that the 
county offices and court were removed from New 
Castle, and the town settled to a productive yet 
secluded life. Happily her relative "poverty" during 
the Victorian era kept architectural alterations to a 
minimum, and New Castle survives today much as 
the colonial and Federal generations knew it. A 
surprise to modern visitors, a walk through town is 
a journey to an earlier age. Although touched by 
the winds of progress, New Castle echoes with faint 
whispers from the past. 

A. THE OLD COURT HOUSE - Delaware's colo
nial capitol and meeting place of the State Assem
bly until 1777. Here in 1776 the Declaration of 
Independence was read, and the first Constitution 
of Delaware drafted. Originally built in 1 732 on 
the site of the earlier Court House of the 1680's, it 
was substantially modified and remodeled through
out its history. The handsome cupola atop this 
structure served as the center of the twelve mile 
radial circle surveyed by Mason & Dixon, which 
formed Delaware's northern boundary with Penn
sylvania. Guided tours are available, free of charge, 
Tuesdays - Saturdays 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. (Winter, 
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.), Sundays 1 - 5 p.m. (Winter, 
1 - 4 p.m. ). Open on legal holidays, except New 
Year's Day, Easter Sunday, Thanksgiving, and 
Christmas. 



happily Dutch culture survived and was imp~nted 
on the traditions of a new people - the Amencans. 
New Castle was a blend of nationalities - Swedes, 
Finns, Dutch, French, and English - when William 
Penn arrived. 

~ On October 27, 1682, the new Proprietor of o;ennsylvania first set foot on New World soil 
t New Castle on the Delaware. His land grant 

from the Duke of York was a vast territory 
~ including present-day Pennsylvania, and the 
Three Lower Counties On Delaware. New Castle 
was specifically deeded to Penn, along with sur
rounding land extending to a twelve mile circular 
boundary. Penn took possession of his new hold
ings in a solemn ceremony called the "livery of 
seizin". He accepted "turf, twig, soyl, and water" 
from York's agents in New Castle. 

His claims to the Delaware counties were con
tested by Lord Baltimore in nearby Maryland, and 
were the basis for a long and bitter dispute which 
sometimes erupted into violence. Friction inter
jected by Baltimore over his claim to Delaware was 
not enough, however, to hamper the steady growth 
fostered by Quaker administration, and New Castle 
prospered under Penn's rule. Delaware demanded 
its own home government, however, and in 1 704 
the reluctant Proprietor granted the Three Lower 
Counties On Delaware their own Assembly. Easily 
the foremost community in Delaware, New Castle 
was chosen as the seat of government, and re
mained a capital until 1 777. 

The presence of Assemblymen and other offi
cials gave the town added status, and the pre
Revolutionary War era saw continued growth and 
prosperity. Life in the "wilderness" soon evolved 
to life in the "town and country". There was 
harmony in Delaware until the clouds of political 
controversy, gathering in Boston to the north and 
in England across the seas, rushed like brooding 
thunderheads over the American continent, and 
swept peace from the land. • 

~ As Delaware's colonial capital, New Castle 

A provided the stage for political ~eba~es over 
such issues as the Stamp and Navigat10n acts. 
The handsome brick building now known as 

~ the Old Court House echoed with the voices 
of Delaware's early statesmen in a chorus of pro
test over unfair taxation. During July, 177 4, meet
ings were held at New Castle, Dover, and Lewes, 
and resolutions passed which condemned British 
actions and appealed to the King. The Delaware 
Assembly, meeting at New Castle, appointed dele
gates to the Continental Congress in 1775. On 
April 26 of that year, at nine in the evening, a 
dispatch rider relayed to a stunned New Castle the 

B. THE OLD TOWN HALL -
Built in 1823 with a unique 
arch connecting Delaware 
Street with the Market Place, it 
once served as the fire house, a 
Federal court building, and 
now houses town offices. 
C. MARKET PLACE - Used as a market as early 
as 1682. In 1 730 an ordinance established that on 
Wednesday and Saturday no food except fish, 
milk, and bread might be sold anywhere else in 
town. 
D. PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - Built in 1 707 
this church was used for services until 1854 after 
which it housed a Sunday School. Services were 
then held in a brownstone Victorian Gothic church 
which was, however, found to be structurally un
sound and was therefore demolished after World 
War II when this building was restored to its origi
nal appearance. Dutch Reformed clergymen 
founded the congregation in 1657 but Presby
terians absorbed the Dutch group forty-nine years 
later. Unmarked grave markers in the cemetery 

, date to the Dutch era; marked graves date back to 
the early l 700's. The church is open daily and 
visitors are welcome at religious services. 
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E. THE GREEN - According to plausible tradi
tion, Pieter Stuyvesant himself pegged out this 
common land in 1655. Once a grazing area for 
barnyard animals, it is now the pleasant center of a 
pleasant town. 
F. THE ARSENAL - Built by the Federal govern
ment in 1809 it served as an arsenal during the War 
of 1812 and the Mexican War. Shortly thereafter, a 
New Castle ordinance forbade the storage of am
munition or quartering of soldiers in town, and the 
arsenal became a public school. It now houses a 
restaurant. 
G. IMMANUEL CHURCH - Founded in 1689, 
this was the first Church of England parish in 
Delaware. The nave of the present structure dates 
to 1703, and additions were made in 1820, and 
1848. George Read, the ''Signer", and other promi
nent Delaware statesmen are buried in the grave
yard. The church is open daily and visitors arC' 
welcome at religious services. 



H. THE ACADEMY - Planned for many years 
but delayed by the Revolution, this building was 
finally erected in 1 789. Peter Crowding was the 
architect and builder, and the structure housed a 
school for 130 years. Behind the Academy in the 
enclosed garden is an old "Paulownia" tree sup
posedly grown from seeds brought by China clip
pers in the Federal period. 
I. OLD DUTCH HOUSE 
MUSEUM - Although sev
eral New Castle homes con
sist in part of sections dating 
to the Dutch era, this is the 
only complete survivor in its 
original form built prior to 
1700. Furnished with an
tiques from the Dutch colonial period, it is reputed 
to be the oldest brick dwelling in Delaware. Guided 
tours are available during warm seasons Tuesday -
Saturday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m., Sunday, noon - 4 
p.m. (Closed legal holidays). A modest admission 
fee is charged. 
J. AMSTEL HOUSE MUSEUM - George Wash
ington was a wedding guest here, April 30, 1 784. 
Originally built around 1730 incorporating an 
older structure in the service wing, the collection 
here includes antique furnishings and a complete 
colonial kitchen. Guided tours are available Tues
day - Saturday, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. ( Closed legal 
holidays). A modest admission fee is charged. 
K. DELAWARE STREET- Walking down Dela
ware Street be sure to notice the fine exterior of 
the Senator Nicholas Van Dyke House ( 400 Dela
ware Street) which features a slightly emphasized 
central pavillion on its facade. At 300 Delaware 
Street the Marquis de Lafayette attended the wed
ding of Dorcas Van Dyke and Charles I. du Pont, 
October 6, 1824. Further on near the end of the 
street, William Penn first set foot on New World 
soil, October 27, 1682. 

M. THE BATTERY- Purchased for a park and 
playground in 1939, this is believed to be the site 
of early fortifications designed to protect New 
Castle from naval attacks. Here also cannon were 
placed by the Governor of Pennsylvania to exact 
by force the payment of customs duties from pass
ing merchant ships. 
N. TOWN WHARF - Little remains to remind 
visitors that New Castle was once an important 
shipping center. Wharves were located between 
Delaware Street and Harmony Street. In the Dutch 
era the waterfront was protected by Fort Casimir, 
the site of which is now believed submerged in the 
river. 
0. THE STRAND- The Strand in New Castle is 
lined with many fine homes, some of which were 
once inns at a time when this was a busy water
front street. At the Van Leuvenigh House (#2) 
post riders relayed the news of the Battles of 
Lexington and Bunker Hill. The Great Fire of 1824 
started at #5 whence it spread along much of the 
east side. Steps and porches were added to #6 and 

,#8 when The Strand was "lowered" at the sugges
tion of Benjamin Latrobe in 1803. Inns along The 
Strand were known variously as the "Delaware 
Hotel", the "Old Stage Tavern", the "Indian 
King", the "Ship Tavern", the "Betson Tavern", 
and the "Ship and Plow." 
P. PAC KET ALLEY - A wharf servicing packet 
boats jutted riverward from the end of this tiny 
thoroughfare, and many of New Castle's prominent 
guests in early times trod this path. New Castle was 
a vital link and rest stop for travelers making their 
way between Boston, New York, and Philadelphia 
in the north, and Baltimore and Washington in the 
south. 
Q. GEORGE READ II 
HOUSE - An outstanding 
Georgian mansion built by 
the son of a Signer of the 
Declaration of Indepen
dence, and completed in 
1801. The exterior is high
lighted by the handsome 
doorway with fanlight, surmounted by an iron 
balcony and Palladian window. The formal gardens 
to the side and rear were laid out in 184 7 by Andrew 
Jackson Downing, the foremost landscape architect 
of his day. 
R. IMMANUEL PARISH HOUSE - Before turn
ing onto Harmony Street for the short walk back 
to The Green, note this three and one half story 
structure built in 1801 by the architect, Peter 
Crowding. It has been used since 1891 as the parish 
house and church office of Immanuel Church. 
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When in NEW CASTLE, visit these near

by attractions: 
BUENA VISTA- four miles south of New 
Castle on U.S. 13. Built in 184 7, once home of 
John M. Clayton, President Zachary Taylor's 
Secretary of State. Open: Tuesdays, Thurs
days, and Saturdays, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. Admis
sion free. 
FORT DELAWARE STATEPARK-;Located 
on Pea Patch Island in the Delaware River and 
reached by launch from Delaware City, via U.S. 
Route 13. Completed in 1859, it served as a 
prison for Confederate soldiers during the Civil 
War. Boats from Delaware City· operate from 
Memorial Day through the end of October, 
Saturdays, Sundays, and holidays, noon - 6 
p.m. Boat ride, $1. per adult, $.50 per child 14 
and under. • 

This brochure was produced by the Mayor & Coun
cil of New Castle, the New Castle Historical Soci
ety, the New Castle Board of Trade, and the Trust
ees of the Common, in cooperation with the Dela
ware Department of Community Affairs & Eco
nomic Development. 
For information on seasonal events and special 
festivals in old NEW CA.STLE, write: 

'l1 

Mayor & Council of New Castle 
New Castle, Delaware 19720 

For travel information on DELAWARE, contact: 
Bureau of Travel Development 

45 The Green 
Dover, Delaware 19901 

(302) 678-4254 
No person or group shall be excluded from participation, denied any 
benefits, or subjected to discrimination on the basis of race, color, or 
national origin in any facility or attraction listed in this publication in full 

Tl compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

PRINTED IN USA 
1 



hair, piece of wax taper used by General Lee on ;he night_ before the Battle_ of Appa
matox original letter of Benedict Arnold proposmg marriage to Peggy Shippen, an
cient treaty seal formerly used by the U. S. Government, chair owned by Richard 
Bassett first elected Senator of the U. S., portrait by Wertmuller of James A. Bayard, 
a sign;r of the Treaty of Ghent, medallion of Benjamin Franklin by Nini, Lowestoft 
platters. 

OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST 
SITE OF FORT CASIMIR 

(Erected by Dutch in 1651) 
Site under water but indicated by monument erected by Colonial Dames at 

Second and Chestnut Streets. ,, 
. FRENCHTOWN MONUMENT 

On Market Square. Erected of stone sleepers on which wooden and iron rails 
bore the trains of the New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad in 1831. 

SWANWYCK 
A Regency House, on Lander's Lane, near Farnhurst. Built about a century 

ago. Interesting example of French architecture. It is about two miles north of 
New Castle. 

PACKETT ALLEY 
Corner Strand and Packet Alley, East side, between Delaware and Harmony 

Streets. Packet boats from Philadelphia met stage coaches and railroaq for French
town, Maryland, chief line of communication from North to Baltimore and South. 
Andrew Jackson, David Crockett, Daniel Webster, Henry Clay, Lord Ashburton, Sam 
Houston, Louis Napoleon, Stonewall Jackson, Indians (led by Osceola and Black 
Hawk) en route to visit "Great Father" in Washington-all passed this way. 

SHORT HISTORY 
New Castle was founded by the building of Fort Casimir by the Dutch in the 

summer of 1651. It was captured by the Swedes on Trinity Sunday, 1654, and by 
them called Fort Trefalldigheet, meaning "Fort Trinity". Retaken by the Dutch 
under Peter Stuyvesant in person, September 11, 1655, and the name changed to 
New Amstel. Captured in turn by the English under Sir Robert Carr, October 13, 
1664, and named New Castle. New Castle with land within a radius of '12 miles 
conveyed to William Penn, August 24, 1682, by James, Duke of York. 

Center of 12-mile circle forming northern boundary of Delaware. 
Colonial Capital until 1776. • 
Coun~y Seat until 1882. • 
Terminus of New Castle and Frenchtown Railroad, one of the first railroads in 

the country and principal road to travel between North and South. 
Here WiUiam Penn first landed in America, October 24, 1682. 
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Immanuel Church, Founded 1689, Built 1703 

Saturday, May 15, 1948 
ELEVEN TO SIX, ADVANCED TIME, PRIVATE HOUSES 

TEN TO SIX, ADVANCED TIME, PUBUC BUILDINGS 

BUSES leave Fifth and Market Streets, Wilmington, for New 
Castle every twenty minutes. Concrete roads make New Castle 
easily accessible from all directions. Ferries between New Cas, 
tie and Pennsville, New Jersey, leaving every 12 minutes. 

Beginning at 11 :30 o'clock, cold luncheon may be obtained at 
the Parish House at a moderate price. 



FRIENDS of Immanuel Church, New Castle, Delaware, (built 1703) have arranged 
an interesting day, to procure funds for its improvement. 01t ltla; l?tk, lffl, the 

historic homes of New Castle will he open to visitors, revealing many quaint and 
beautiful hits of Colonial furniture and exhibiting some charming specimens of the 
builder's art. 

A list of the houses to be open, with some of the treasures to be seen, 
appears on the following pages ... 
Tickets will he sold at two dollars and fifty cents each, admitting the holder to 

all the houses, and can he obtained at ticket booths only. See map. Tickets are not 
valid unless purchased from an authorized distributor. Tickets will he required for 
children over 12 years of age. • 

No. I-Immanuel Church. Founded 1689. Built 1703. Communion Silver by 
Simeon Saumaine (1710). Church records dating from 1710 on view. In the church
yard are the graves of many celebrated Delawareans. 

No. 2-The Arsenal. Built by the United States Government in 1809 occasioned 
by the threat of war with England. In 1831 soldiers garrisoned here under command 
Major Benjamin K. Pierce brother of President Franklin Pierce. Rest rooms. 

No. 3-New Castle Academy. Built 1798 by Peter Crowding. Exhibition of 
old religious hooks, maps, surveys, and New Castle records. SANDWICHES AND 
COLD DRINKS WILL BE SERVED HERE. 
' • No. 4-North West Corner of Third and Harmony Streets. Harmony House. 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Holcomb, II. Table set with Colonial silver, 
glass, and canton china. Silver, portraits, and mahogany belonging to Lydia Darragh, 
who saved the American Army in 1780. Original deed from Indian Chief Seckatarius 
to William Penn. Letter from George Washington to George Read. Silver Tankard 
by Elias Pelletreau (1740). Colonial kitchen in rear. 

No. 5-No. 32 East Third Street. Old Dutch House. Built in the latter half of 
the 17th Century. Undoubtedly, the oldest house in Delaware. Restored in1 1938 by 
the Delaware Society for the Preservation of Antiques. • 

. No. 6--No. 18 East Third Street. Residence of Mr. and Mrs. William E. Myers. 
Bmlt 1798 by Peter Crowding. Interesting handcarved woodwork throughout. Exhi-
bition of old quilts and shawls. . 

No. 7-No. 16 East Third Street. Residence of Judge and Mrs. Richard S. Rod
ney. Erected 1831 by George Brydges Rodney. Exhibit of interesting manuscripts 
and letters ?f Colonial and Revolutionary period. Portraits of George Read, Signer 
of J?ecl_aration of Independence by Gilbert Stuart, George Ross, also a Signer, by 
Ben1amm West, and Rev. George Ross, first Rector of Immanuel Church by Hesselius. 

No. 8-----North corner of Third and Delaware Streets. Residence of Mrs. Lewis 
Booker. Erected 1789 by Chief Justice Kensey Johns. Fine staircase, mantels and 
panelling. A kitchen as it was in olden times. 

No. 9-South East corner of Fourth and Delaware Streets. Residence of Mrs. 
• George A. Hyde. Formerly the home of Mr. and Mrs. John H. Rodney. Built in 

1823 by Chancellor Kensey Johns, Jr. Exhibition of early American glass. 
No, IO-North East corner of Fourth and Delaware Streets. Amstel House. 

Historical Museum. Built before 1730. Here Washington was a guest at the wedding 
of Ann Van Dyke, daughter of Governor Nicholas Van Dyke, to Kensey Johns, Sr. · 
Portraits of bride and groom in drawing room. Costumes on third floor. Colonial 
interior furnished with period furniture. Panelled rooms. Collection of ancient 
implements. Fine doorway and woodwork. Recently restored kitchen and staircase. 
Tool house in Colonial garden. Ancient sun dial, pedestal from Old London Bridge. 

No. II-North West corner of Fourth and Delaware Streets. Residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Newlin T. Booth. Erected 1799 by U.S. Senator Nicholas Van Dyke. 
Characterized by its substantial proportions and by the symmetry of its facade. Hand
some woodwork and mantels. Chair originally owned by John Bartram, Botanist 
(1699-1777). 

No. I2-North West corner of Third and Delaware Streets. Residence of Mr. 
and Mrs. Arthur G. Logan. Built about 1820 by U. S. Senator Nicholas Van Dyke. 
The marriage of Dorcas Van Dyke to Charles I. du Pont took place here October 6th, 
1824. Marquis de la Fayette was a guest at this wedding. All doors on first floor of 
Santo Domingo mahogany. Front door and shutters of unusual design. Interior a 
good example of early Empire architecture. Exhibition of old fans. 

No. I3--Delaware Street, opposite Court House. Former residence of the 
younger Chief Justice James Booth. Now the residence of Dr. and Mrs. H. T. 
McGuire. Built early in the 18th century. Beautiful mantels and stairway. Exhibi
tion of old jewelry. 

No. I4-Court House. East wing built before 1682. Here was performed the 
ancient rite of "Livery of Seizin". Penn received "turf, twig, water and soyle" as a 
sign of ownership. Main building built in 1703. Colonial Capital where annual 
Assemblies met until 1776 and all Courts convened until 1882. Scene of all Colonial 
activities and many interesting trials. From it in 1776 were taken the "Baubles of 
Royalty" and burned in the streets. . . 

No. IS-Town Hall. Built by Trustees of New Castle Common about 1823. 
Market House adjoined it on tlie northeast. . 

No. I6--0ld Presbyterian Church (now Church House). Erected about 1707 
and largely in its original condition. ' 

Presbyterian Church. Built 1854. On site of Old Dutch Church, founded in 
1657 by Rev. John Polhemus. William Penn in a letter to London in 1683 spoke of 
the Dutch Church. The Dutch, who were Calvinist, joined the Presbyterians prior 
to 1700, so the congregation is undoubtedly the oldest Presbyterian congregation in 
the United States. Silver service presented by Nicholas Van Dyke. 

No. I7-No. 110 Delaware Street. Residence of Miss Ruth Colby. Home of John 
VanLeuvenigh (father of Zachariah VanLeuvenigh) who died in 1754. Front of house 
built in early l 700's. Rear about 1690. Panelling characteristic of the period. 

No. I8-North We~t corner of Delaware Street and The Strand. Residence of Mr. 
and Mrs. J. Danforth Bush. Built 1732. Here Zachariah VanLeuvenigh received the 
messenger who brought news of the Battle of Bunker Hill. Exhibition of old silver. 

No. I9-No. 8 The Strand. Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas McIntire. 
Small town house. Built circa 1690. An interesting survival of the early Colonial 
period. One of a few not destroyed by the great fire of 1824. Once the residence of 
Richard McWilliam, who came to New Castle in the l 730's and held many positions 
of trust from 17 48 until he died in 1781. Interesting panelled chimney breast. 

No. 20-0n The Strand. Residence of Mrs. John MacLulich. Front of house 
built about 1825. Rear much older. 

No. 2I-On The Strand. Residence of Mrs. J. Ralph Baily. Built circa 1840 
on the site of an old tavern. Period Queen Anne pieces, in particular fine Queen 
Anne walnut desk on frame. Early kitchen with primitive utensils. Original por
trait of Commodore Thomas MacDonough (1783-1825) by John T. Trumbull (1756-
1843). 

No. 22-Read House on The Strand. Residence of Mrs. Philip D. Laird. Erected 
in 1801 for George Read, 2nd, son of George Read, Signer. A perfect specimen of 
C?lonial architecture with exquisite woodwork and mantels and charmingly complete 
with period furniture. The beautiful garden which adjoins the house was laid out in 
1847 by Andrew Jackson Downing, the foremost landscape gardner of his day. 

No. 23--Parish House. Corner of The Strand and Harmony Street. Built about 
1801 by Peter Crowding. Recent restoration of ancient carved mantel. Fine doorways. 
BEGINNING AT 11 :30 O'CLOCK, COLD LUNCHEON MAY BE OBT A/NED 
HERE AT A MODERATE PRICE. Rest rooms. 

No. 24-Buena Vista. On du Pont Highway, 5 miles from New Castle and 2½ 
miles south of Hare's Corner. Home of Hon. C. Douglass Buck, U.S. Senator from 
Delaware, and Mrs. Buck. Built 1842 by Hon. John M. Clayton, Secretary of State 
under President Taylor, United States Senator, etc. Portrait of Queen Elizabeth 
painted about 1580 by Nicholas Hilliard (1547-1619). Portraits by Gilbert Stuart. 
Portraits of the children by Jessie Willcox Smith. Portraits of Ann Van Dyke, Mr. 
and Mrs. Samuel du Pont and Jeremiah M. Buck. Portraits of United States Senator 
and Mrs. Coleman du Pont by Fred Wright. Original grant (1699) from William 
Penn to John Donaldson for property of which Buena Vista is a part. 

No. 25-0mmelanden. On the River Road, 3½ miles below New Castle. Resi
dence ~f Mrs. William S. ~Iilles. The farm originally given under warrant by the 
Dutch m 1683 to Peter Alnchs. Here are to be found lock of General Washington's 
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founded in 1657 by Rev. John Polhemus. 
William Penn in a letter to London in 1683 
spoke o:f the Dutch Church. The Dutch, who 
were Calvinists, join•ed the Presbyterians 
prior to 1700, so the congregation is un
doubtedly the oldest Presbyterian congrega
tion in the United States. 

No. 19 
Town Hall 

Built by Trustees o:f New Castle Common 
about 1823. Market House adjoined it on 
the northeast. 

No. 20 
Court House 

East wing built before 1682. Here Penn 
received turf, twig and water as a sign of his 
ownership. Main building built 1703. Colo
nial Capital where annual Assemblies met 
until 1776 and all Courts convened until 
1882. Scene of all Colonial activities and 
many interesting trials. From it in 1776 were 
taken the "Baubles of Royalty" and burned 
in the streets. • 

No. 21 
Delaware Street, opposite Court House. 

Former residence of the younger Chief Jus
tic~ James Booth. Now occupied by George 
Winchester, Esq. Built early in the 18th 
Century. Beautiful mantels and stairway. 

No. 22 
Booth Hurst. Family Estate for over two 

centuries. On New Castle-Wilmington road 
about a mile from New Castle. Home of 
Laussat R. Rogers, Esq. Original part of 
house pre-revolutionary. Architect Notman 
of Philadelphia. Main part built 1845'. 
Studio. Old-fashioned garden. Primeval 
oak grove. Furniture and old books. 

■ 

No. 23 
Buena Vista. On Du Pont Highway, 5 

miles from New Castle and 2½ miles south 
of Hare's Corner. Home of Hon. C. Douglass 
Buck, Governor of Delaware. Built 1842 by 
Hon. John M. Clayton, Secretary of State 
under President Taylor, United States Sena
tor, etc. Portrait of Queen Elizabeth painted 
about 1580 by Nicholas Hilliard (1547-1619). 
Portrait of Ann VanDyke, and portraits by 
Gilbert Stuart. Portraits of the children by 
Jessie Willcox Smith. 

No. 24 
"Ommelanden." On River Road, 3½ 

miles below New Castle. Farm belonging to 
Mrs. William S. Hilles. Originally given 
under warrant to Peter Alrichs from the 
Dutch. Here are to be found lock of General 
Washington's hair, letter. of Benedict 
Arnold proposing marriage to Peggy 
Shippen, medallion of Franklin, Dr. Samuel 
Johnson's walking stick, portrait by Wert
muller of James A. &yard, signer of the 
Treaty of Ghent, etc. 

OTHER POINTS OF INTEREST 
Site of Fort Casimir 

(Erected by Dutch in 1651) 
Site under water but indicated by monu

ment erected by Colonial Dames at 2nd and 
Chestnut Streets. 

Frenchtown Monument 
On Market Square. Erected of stone 

sleepers on which wooden and iron rails bore 
the trains of the New Castle and Frenchtown 
Railroad in 1831. At Washington Street and 
Delaware Railroad is the original ticket 
office, probably the oldest in the country. 
Now used by flagman. 

Swanwick, a Regency House, on Lander's 
Lane, near Farnhurst. Built about a century 
ago. Interesting example of French archi
tecture. 

Short History 

New Castle was founded by the building of 
Fort Casimir by the Dutch in the summer of 
1651. It was captured by the Swedes on 
Trinity Sunday, 1654, and by them called 
Fort Trefalldigheet, meaning "Fort Trin
ity.'' Retaken by the Dutch under Peter 
Stuyvesant in person, September 11, 1655, 
and the name changed to New Amstel. Cap
tured in turn by the English under Sir 
Robert Carr, October 13, 1664, and named 
New Castle. New Castle with land within a 
radius of 12 miles conveyed to William 
Penn, August 24, 1682, by James, Duke of 
York. 

Center of 12-mile circle forming northern 
boundary of Delaware. 

Colonial Capital until 1776. 
County Seat until 1882. 
Terminus of New Castle and Frenchtown 

Railroad. one of the first railroads in the 
country and principal road of travel be
tween North and South. 

Here William Penn first landed in 
America, October 24, 1682. 

A day in 

®lh New <t!nstle 
melnwnre 

Saturday, May 19th, 1934 
1 to 6 Advanced Time 

Buses leave 5th & Market Streets, 
Wilmington, for New Castle every 20 I minutes. Concrete roads make New 
Castle easily accessible from all di
rections. Ferries between New Castle 

.J1 Land Pennsville, N. J., leaving every 
twenty minutes. 

.5c.5c5c52S2.525'25252.52.5c..52.52.5'.52fil 
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FR I END S of Immanuel Church, New 
Castle, Delaware, (built 1703) have ar

ranged an interesting day, to procure funds 
for its improvement. On May 19th, 1934, the 
historic homes of New Castle will be opened 
to visitors, revealing many quaint and beau
tiful bits of Colonial furniture and exhibit- : 
ing some charming specimens of the build- • 
er's art, 

A list of the houses to be open, with 
some of the treasures to be seen, appears 
on the following pages .... 
Tickets will be sold at two dollars each, 

admitting the holder to all the houses, and . 
can be obtained at any of the places visited. 
Tickets are not valid unless purchased from 
an authorized distributor. Tickets will be 
required for children over twelve years of 
age. 

Beginning at 11 :30 o'clock, lunch may 
be obtained at the Parish House a.t a. 
moderate price. 

·No.1 
O~ Delaware Str~et, near 5th. ,Residence 1 

of Miss Shaw. Andirons from Arlmgton. A 1 
table set as in Colonial times. Portrait of 1 
Jane Sharpless. Clock in family since 1788. 1 
Other things of interest. . ; 

. No. 2 . 
West corner of 4th 1J,nd Delaware Streets. 1 

Residence of Newlin T. and Isabel J. Booth. ' 
Erected 1799 b,y U. S. Senator Nicholas 
VanDyke. Characterized by its substantial • 
proportions 11,nd by the symmetry of its 1 

facade. Handsome woodwork and mantels. 
Chair originally owned by John Bartram, 
Botanist (1699-1777). Collection of auto
graphs and paperweights. 

No. 3 
North corner of 4th and Delaware Streets. 

Amstel House. Historical Museum. Built 
before 1730. Here Washington was a guest 
at the wedding of Ann VanDyke, daughter 
of Governor Nicholas VanDyke, to Kensey 
Johns, Sr. Portraits of bride and groom in 
drawing room. Colonial interior furnished 
with period furniture. Panelled rooms. 
Collection of ancient implements. Fine 
doorway and woodwork. Recently restored 
kitchen. Colonial garden. • Costumes on 
third floor. 

No. 4 
West corner of 3rd and Delaware Streets. 

Residence of Arthur G. Logan, Esq. Erected 
about 1820. Also a VanDyke House. Beau
tiful staircase. Here General Lafayette was 
present at the wedding of Dorcas VanDyke 
to Charles I. du Pont in 1824. 

No. 5 
North corner of 3rd and Delaware Streets. 

Residence of Dr. Lewis Booker. Erected 
1789 by Chief Justice Kensey Johns. Fine 
staircase, mantels and panelling. A kitchen 
as it was in olden times. 

No. 6 
No. 16 North 3rd Street. Residence of 

Judge Richard S. Rodney. Erected 1831 by 
George B. Rodney. Exhibit of interesting 
manuscripts and letters of Revolutionary 
period. Portraits of George Read, Signer 
of Declaration of Independence by Gilbert 
Stuart and of George Ross, Signer, by Ben
jamin West. 

No. 7 
No. 18 North 3rd Street. Residence of 

Mrs. Z. Gemmill. Built 1800. Fine doorway 

and woodwork. Exhibit of shawls and quilts. 
No. 8 

New Castle Academy. Built 1798 and 
recently acquired by Immanuel Church. To 
be used as a Parish House wl;ien restored by 
contributions and proceeds of Day in Old 
New Castle. Exhibit of Colonial costumes 
worn by New Castle dames of long ago. 
Loan exhibit. 

No. 9 
Immanuel Church. Founded 1689. Built 

1703. Colonial silver. Church records dat
ing from 1710 on view. In the churchyard 
are the graves of many celebrated Dela
wareans. Organ recital during the afternoon 
by Mr. George H. Madden, Organist and 
Choirmaster. 

No. 10 
Parish House. Corner of The Strand and 

Harmony Street. Built about 1801. Fine 
mantels and doorways. Beginning at 11 :30 
o'clock, lunch may be obtained here at a 
moderate price. 

No. 11 
Read House on The Strand. Residence of 

Philip D. Laird, Esq. Erected in 1801 by 
George Read, 2nd, son of George Read, 
Signer. A perfect specimen of Colonial ar
chitecture with exquisite woodwork and 
mantels and charmingly complete with pe
riod furniture. Portrait by Sir Peter Lely. 
A beautiful garden adjoins the house. 

No.12 
Presbyterian Manse on The Strand. Built 

about one hundred years ago. This property 
was owned by the Janvier family for about 
iwo centuries. Now occupied by Rev. Wil
li:i m Gibson. 

I ~---------------• 
No.13 

On The Strand. Residence of Mrs. Loui9e 
Rodney Holcomb. Built about 1825. Antique 
furniture, silver and portraits. 

No.14 
Small town house. Built circa 1690. Resi

dence of George McIntire, Esq. An interest
ing survival of the early Colonial period. 
One of a few not destroyed by the great fire 
of 1824. Once the residence of Stephen 
McWilliam, an original member of the So
ciety of Cincinnati. Interesting panelled 
chimney breast. 

No.15 
North corner of The Strand and Delaware 

Street. Residence of Francis deH. Janvier. 
Old Farmer's Bank Building. Here are sil
ver, portraits and mahogany belonging to 
Lydia Darragh, who saved the American 
Army in 1780. Interesting corner cupboard. 
Original deed from Indian Chief Seckatarius 
to William Penn. Letter from George Wash
ington to George Read. Portrait by Cosmo 
Alexander ( 1768). . • 

No. 16 
West corner of Delaware Street and The 

Strand. Residence of Ernest du Pont, Esq. 
Built 1732. Here Zachariah Vanleuvenigh 
received the messenger who brought news of 
the Battle of Bunker Hill. 

No.17 
Old Presbyterian Church 

(Now Church House) 
Erected about 1707 and largely in its 

original condition. 
No.18 

Presbyterian Church 
Built 1854. On site of Old Dutch Church, 
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Bill Frank 

Restore Fort Casimir 
"t. retired Du Pont Co. engineer · fort that he called Casimir after a 

baa ~virtually challenged the trust- , friend of bis in the old country. . 
~ .of the New Castle Commons According to a Historical Society 
a~ Hie historically minded resi- of Delaware report, the fort was on 

• del)li 'of the colonial capital of Del- l high fast ground, 200 feet long and 
a\V~re. to restore or reconstruct an I almost 100 feet wide, with founda· 
ancient fort that was the first seat ' tions for 12 guns. Small houses were 
o{ government in what is today's • also built outside the fort walls 
Delaware. where 26 families at one time were 

J7' 
\ 

lt' )!V:aS known as Fort. Casimir, known to be living. 
' bl,ilt ID 1651 by the Dutch on the .. The Dutch were later displaced 

Delaware River shore, down where by the Swedes and then the Swedes 
many"years later the old ferry slip I- were pushed out by the Dutch and 
was l~ated at the foot of Chestnut I finally, the English took over. 
St~t in New Castle. Gradually. the fort disappeared. 

Ryan admits it would take a lot 
of money to restore or reconstruct 
Fort Casimir. It would also require. 
many man hours of research; plan
ning and construction but he, for 
one, as an engineer with consider
ab le experience in designing, 
project preparation, personnel co
ordinatiyn and field-following for 
projects in excess of a million dol
lars, is willing to volunteer his ser
vice at once. 

"Objectively," Ryan adds, . "we 
should hold cost to a minimum '.ind 
create interest for outside fuflds 
from those who want to help. We 
should examine existing records in 
Dover and the Historical Society of 
Delaware, prepare our own draw
ings and pursue from that point." 

Hugh G. Ryan Jr. of New Castle, · There are two historic markers 
w~th 30 years working service w~th near where the fort was supposed 
Du Pont, has Uf!dertaken co~lSl~- to have been. 
er:able _resea~ch mto Fort Cas1m1r., One was placed there by the Del· 
He, believes It can be ~tored (or aware Colonial Dames of America, 
reconstructed) much as 1t was dur· the text of which authorities say is 
i~g. J~e mi~· 17th c~ntury era of in error. • • 
Dutch~Swed1sh-Enghsb control. The more accurate marker was 

Re·~ convinc~ it could become placed there by the old State Ar
a ,,IJl_aJOr , attraction for ho~ of chives Department in 1932 and in
tounsts from all parts of the Umted dicates that Fort Casimir was on 

1 States and also from Sweden and land and was not, as some histori-
HoWlland·d.d th Id- f t 1 k rk , ans have indicated, eventually sub-

I would also recommend that the 
trustees of the New Castle Com
mons and Ryan himself consult 
C.A. Weslager of Hockessin, a qual
ified historian who is exceptionally 
knowledgeable in the Swedish
Dutch-English colonial era of Dela
ware. As matter of fact I would 
recommend that they consult Wes
lager even before they make a deci
sion on the project. 

i j; 

hat 1 _e o or oo 1_ e. mergedbytheriver. 
Fortunately, 1~ 1654 ?eter Lind- Ryan suggests that the site was 
!ttrom •. a SwedISh engineer, made under the old ferry slip of more 
! drawmg of th~ fo~ and surround· recent years and that archaeolog
mgs. ':('he draw~g IS now sup_~ ical digs could prove this. But even 
to be 1~ the archives of the Histor1- if it develops that the original site 
~al Soc1~ty of De~aware. of the fort is now under water, it 
, Ryan ~ued his cha~lenge to the still ought to be reconstructed as 
trustees 10 a letter !11 the New an addition to the visible history of 
C~stle Eagle and _again the oth~r old New Castle. 
1bght at a meetmg of what 1s 
quaintly known as the Bull Hill 
Neighborhood • Association in the 
borne of Mary Lou McIntyre, 201 
Chestnut St., not far from the pre- . 
sumed site of the old fort. 

It was very interesting for me to 
attend this meeting, because Mary 
Lou McIntyre is the widow of the 
well-known New Castle historian 1 

Nicholas McIntyre, who would have 
apptaµded Ryan and helped to 
launch the project immediately. 

In my imagination, I seemed to 
l).ear,.:nck say on the conclusion 
'f RIIJl's talk, "Okay! Let's 'go!" 

Fil.'8*, a brief history of the fort: 
In 1638, the Swedes and Finns 

came up the Delaware and.turned 
into the the river they named Chris
tina and laid the foundations of· 
present-day Wilmington. 

Ponder for a while the basis of 
Hugh Ryan's plea: • 

"Let our children see the begin• 
nings of a town. Let our people 
enjoy the historic atmosphere of 
.Fort Casimir's restoration." 

ST. MARK'S HIGH SCHOOL 
Pike Creek Road Wilmington, OE 19808 

A Catholic Diocesan High School Under the Auspices 
• of the Diocese of Wilmington 

INVITES PROSPECTIVE STUDENTS, 
THEIR PARENTS AND FRIENDS TO 

·OPEN HOUSE 
Sunday, November 3, 1985 

From 2:00-5:00 P.M. 

PRESENTATIONS IN THE THEATRE AT 2:15 and 3:30 P.M . 
Guided Tours Throughout The Afternoon 

St. Mark's High School is Located Off 
The Kirkwood Highway in the Pike Creek Valley. 

. In 1651, the Dutch under Peter 
Stuyvesant claimed they controlled 
the Delaware River. The one
Iegged" egocentric Stuyvesant ven
tured into the Delaware and 
~laimed he bought a lot of land 
from the Indians, just about where For Information Call 
todayts New Castle is located. (302) 738-3300 

To·'P,rotect his claims, he built a. • 1..---------------~--~---_-_-_-:_-_-_-_-_-_-~-:_-_-_-:_-_-________ .:... 
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Delaware's capital moved to Dover. Threats to move the county seat 
to Wilmington punctuated the nineteenth century and finally suc-

ceeded in 1881. From the 1830s on, industry shaped New Castle's life. The town 
pioneered the manufacture of railroad engines, first by the New 
Castle and Frenchtown Railroad and then by the New Castle Manu
facturing Company. Other firms came and went through the first 

half of the twentieth century, producing a variety of goods. 
Once it lost its roles as a transportation and political center, 

New Castle became a quiet town. For the most part people did not 
remodel their homes to keep up with current styles or tear down and 
replace older structures. Some newer buildings were erected, of 
course, but they fit in comfortably with existing ones. Yet this very 
lack of dramatic change created the built environment that shapes 
New Castle's current identity as an architectural and historical treas-

ure town. In honor of New Castle's 350 years, this book presents articles, 
primary sources, and illustrations that tell many parts of New Castle's 
story. But even though the contents range from the 1650s to 1950, the 
book does not claim to be a complete history of the town. Many 
wonderful stories and pictures had to be left out for lack of space, and 
many aspects of New Castle's history have yet to be studied. 
Consider this volume an introduction, and an invitation, to the his
tory of one of Delaware's oldest, most significant, and most beauti-

ful towns. 

CHAPTER ONE 

This article, adapted from a Ion • 
Castle during som f. . ger piece, tells of New 

e O its earliest y h 
by the City of Am t d ears, w en it was owned 

s er am and called N 
cle originally appeared as th . e~ Amstel. The arti-
Ainsterdam' s Colon he iDntroductlon to "The City of 

yon t e ela 6 6 
Unpublished Dutch N t . 1 Ab ware' I 5 -1664; with 

oana t t"· D 
(1982-83): 1-26 73-97 d. rac _s in elawareHistory 20 

' an is reprinted with permission. 

THE CIT; OF AMSTERDAM'S C 0L0NY 

ON THE DELAWARE, 1656-1664 

C. A. Wes/ager 

Agreement became official o A City of Amsterdam nd ugust 16, 1656, whereby the 
consente to 1 l • 

Netherland on land f, P ant a co ony m the New 
Dutch West India Co ts Afi ormerly under the control of the 

mpany. ter subs d" 
gomasters of the City d .d d equent 1scussion, the bur-

d
. • ect e on Novembe 6 6 
1ct1on over Fort Cas· . d h r 4, I 5 'to assume1·uris-

. irrur an t e house 1 d New Castle, Delaware) 2 S s c ustere around it (present 
C · even years later D b 

~mpany transferred to the City the : ecem er 22, 1663, the 
River region, "from th ennre Delaware ( or South) 

th 
e sea upwards to as £ h • 

e east-side inland thr 1 £ ar as t e nver reaches on 
ee eagues rom th b k f ' 

west-side as far as the t . e an o the river, on the 
[Maryland] .... "3 emtory reaches to the . English colony 

All the land comprisin th 
included in the latter transac..: g Teh~r~sent state of Delaware was 

u0n. lS lS the nl • o y instance the writer 
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has found-a situation which has no parallel in American colonial 
history-whereby a European city took over the ownership and gov
ernance of a colony. To bring this transaction into proper perspective, 
it is necessary to review briefly certain events which are fully dis
cussed in the historical literature. 4 

The City's acquisition had been preceded by three decades of 
international rivalry and dispute over the control of the Delaware 
River valley. One of the principal contenders was the Dutch West 
India Company, chartered in the Netherlands on June 3, r62r, with 
exclusive rights to trade in specified foreign waters, including the full 
sweep of the North and South American coasts. The government 
also gave the Company power to negotiate treaties with the Indians, 
establish and govern colonies, administer justice, fly its own flag, and 
appoint governors and other civil and military of:ficials.5 Thus, Dutch 
exploration and settlement of the New Netherland was not under
taken by the government but was sponsored by a commercial organ
ization with the express purpose of earning dividends for its 
investors. It is customary to think of New York State as constituting 
the New Netherland, but Delaware, New Jersey, and parts of 
Pennsylvania and Connecticut were also included. 

The first Dutch settlement within the bounds of present 
Delaware was made at Swanendael (present Lewes) in r631 by 
patroons who were associated with the Dutch West India Company 
The original colony consisted of twenty-eight men, later increased to 
thirty-two. 6 The m~n were expected to fish for whales and obtain 
whale oil and also to raise tobacco and grains, all of which were in 
demand in Holland. If the venture succeeded, the patroons intend
ed to send women and children and expand the colony, but within a 
year the Indians destroyed the buildings and killed all the men. 7 

Despite the failure of the patroons' colony at Swanendael, the 
West India Company conducted a lucrative fur-trading business with 
the Indians. Initially the company had a virtual monopoly on the 
Delaware River and its tributaries in this profitable enterprise, but 

2 
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te:e:g~~i7t :~!r;:e!~a:~::0:~~ed_ competitio~. In r638, the 
the river on h. h · mmgton, nammg both it and 
S w t~ tt stood after Christina, the child ueen of 
weden. The English attempted to mak tt1 q 

kill Ri e a se ement on the Schu 1 
ver and another on the Salem Ri . N J Y -
b . . verm ew erseyasth t. d 

to esta lish tradmg relations with th I d" 8 L . ey ne 
tl e n tans. ord Balttmo al 

~;t:d 1 a Jropdriehtary ~olony in Maryland south of the reNe: 
er an ' an e claimed ownership of what is 

according to the terms of his charter from the king o;;w ~e:;are 
Petrus Stuyves t . . ng an • 

N N h 1 an was comm1ss10ned director-general of the 
ew et er and by the directors of the West India C . 

r647, with his headquarters at New Amsterd M h ompany tn 

D(pretsehnt Ndew York City). Animal pelts obtaia~do;om ~ea~::i:~~dy 
u c tra ers on the Del d 1 

and shipped to Holland,a:::e:e:~e:a~:r:::r:a:~:;:::te::; 

Fi tC • • or aszmzr, late I8oos-early I9oos redrawnftom .L .~ .L • R 
L · d , ' >Ke,co tn eter 

zn eSfroms Ge~gra?hia Americae {r6ss). 
(Courtesy of the Hzstonca/ Society of Delaware.) 
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skins and coats, robes, gloves, and other apparel were fashioned from 
animal skins. As the Swedish colony on the Delaware grew, compe
tition for the fur trade became more heated, and the Swedes under
sold the Dutch and took business away from them. Stuyvesant felt 
compelled to take military action to protect the Company's interests. 

In 1651, Stuyvesant marched overland from Manhattan with a 
force of about 125 soldiers, rendezvousing with a fleet of Dutch ves
sels that had sailed down the coast into Delaware Bay and up the 
river to join him. The Swedes were not strong enough to repel this 
invasion, and the Swedish governor,Johan Printz, offered no resist
ance. Stuyvesant paid off the Indians to extinguish their rights to the 
land and built Fort Casimir on a site that dominated the river. 

' • Leaving a small garrison at the new fort to secure Dutch sovereign-

ty, he returned to Manhattan with his forces.10 

As time passed, Fort Casimir began to deteriorate as a result of 
inattention, and Stuyvesant lacked sufficient funds to repair it and 
reinforce the garrison. In 1654, a new Swedish governor, Johan 
Rising, arrived with supplies and additional settlers. He seized the 

fort, rebuilt it, and renamed it Fort Trinity. 
For the second time, Stuyvesant was forced to retaliate, and the 

Company made men, ships, and materiel available to him. In Au~st 
of 1655, he again invaded New Sweden with a strong fleet and a mil
itary force greatly outnumbering the Swedish defenders. Among the 
vessels in his flotilla was de Wagh, a man-of-war belonging to the 
City of Amsterdam, which the Company had chartered for the expe
dition. The Dutch soldiers killed cattle, goats, swine, and poultry, and 
plundered the Swedish and Finnish farms. They reca~ture_d Fort 
Trinity, and Stuyvesant restored the name that he had given 1t, Fort 
Casimir. Fort Christina was seized and renamed Fort Altena. 
Governor Rising was captured and by the terms of surrender deport
ed to Europe with thirty-six of his followers. The remaining Swedes 
took an oath of allegiance to the Dutch.11 Once more the Dutch 
West India Company was in control of the Delaware River valley. 

4 
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Having incurred large expenses to protect its holdings on the 
Delaware River, why did the Company turn Fort Casimir over to the 
City of Amsterdam the year following the conquest and later cede 
the entire Delaware valley to the City? A number of factors con
tributed to the decision. The cost of building and maintaining ships 
and _for~resses, paying salaries to the employees in the Company's 
servtce m Holland, and salaries plus living expenses to those who 
came to the New Netherland, were a drain on the Company's treas
ury. ~he debt load_ had been increased by unsuccessful attempts to 
establish commercial settlements in Brazil and on the Guinea coast 
of Africa, and by Stuyvesant's two invasions of New Sweden. In 
short, the Company had overextended itself and did not have suffi
cient funds to pay its debts to the City. 

Throughout the Company's existence the directors were so 
beset _wit~ commercial interests and so eager for financial gain that 
colomzatton as an extension of Dutch life and culture was never their 
aim. They could not conceive of the New Netherland in any way 
other than for its business potential, and the employees they paid to 
settle or to farm in the New Netherland were there only to pursue 
and protect the Company's commerce. Among the employees or 
"servants" of the Company were skippers of the Company's ships, 
crew members, Indian traders, commissaries, clerks, cashiers, book
keepers, artisans, "hired farmers," and many others. All entered into 
s?me form of contract to serve the Company for suitable compensa
t10n. 

Duri_ng the early years of its existence the Company encour
aged colomers (free colonists) to emigrate to New Netherland and set 
themselves up on their own account in farming or other permitted 
occupations. Very little came of this effort because with prosperity in 
the homeland and religious tolerance there was no strong motivation 
for Dutchmen to leave their comfortable homes and settle in the 
Am~rican wilderness. A few Walloon families (French-speaking 
Belgians) came to the New Netherland as coloniers under the auspices 
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of the Company, but this did not result in a fl.ow of Dutch colonists 
to America. 

The growth of a permanent English population in the colonies 
north and south of the New Netherland provides a sharp contrast 
with the Company's failure to motivate Dutchmen to come to 
America. The influx of English colonists, chiefly impelled by reli
gious persecution or poor economic conditions in England, posed a 
serious threat to the Company. The directors wrote Stuyvesant 
explaining that one of the reasons why the Delaware _colony should 
be conveyed to the City was "to preserve and guard, without expense 
to the Company, the Southriver against the invasion and intrusion 
by the English neighbors on the south [Maryland], of whom for that 

th N rth J>12 matter nothing better can be expected, than those on e o .... 
Simon Hart wrote about the Company's investments at Fort 

Casimir and elsewhere on the Delaware: "Plainly the colony had to 
expand or fail."13 But the Company had already gotten into financial 
trouble and could not incur additional expenses. The directors, par
ticularly members of the Amsterdam Chamber, were unwilling to 
withdraw and allow the English to take over. Of the Company's five 
chambers, or subsidiary offices, "that place [ the Delaware valley] hath 
been many years under the particular disposition of the Amsterdam 
Chamber. .. .'* The directors of the Amsterdam Chamber had 
increased the Company's debt when they induced the City to "lease" 
the vessel de Wagh with its 200 men in Stuyvesant's conquest of New 
Sweden. 

Among the twenty directors of the Amsterdam Chamber, a 
number were active in the City's affairs and could exert influence on 
the burgomasters. They also pressed t~e ~~ates General to approve 
the transfer of Company lands to the City. There were other inter
personal relations between City, Company, and States General that 
time has obscured. If the City could succeed in the Delaware valley 
where the Company had failed, perhaps the politico-merchants in 
the Amsterdam Chamber felt that they would eventually benefit, 

6 

Chapter I - The City of Amsterdam's Colony 

especially since several were also burgomasters of the City. A clause 
in the agreement with the City stated that if the Company wanted 
the colony back it could have it within a ten-year period by reim
bursing the City for whatever expenses it had incurred with simple 
interest of 5 percent yearly. 16 

Why did the burgomasters of Amsterdam take over the 
Delaware colony? How could they justify expending city funds in a 
venture that had been a serious loss to the Company? One of the rea
sons is clearly stated in the contemporary records: the government of 
Amsterdam "hath no intention to extend any authority or power 
abroad, but merely designs to promote commerce which is the soul 
of this city •••• "17 Clearly the reason given was economic, not politi
cal or social.18 The burgomasters would later learn, however, that the 
colony's economic success was directly related to political and social 
factors. 

In 1656, Amsterdam, with its population of about 200,000, was 
the center of Dutch culture and commerce. Sugar, tobacco, and furs 
were imported from America; silks, porcelain, spices, and other prod
ucts came from the East Indies on vessels owned by the East India 
Company. Amsterdam was also dependent on European countries 
for many commodities. Rye and wheat were largely imported from 
the Baltic. Oak used in shipbuilding was floated down the Rhine 
from Western Germany and also loaded on Dutch ships at Bremen 
and Hamburg, Lubeck and Stettin, Konigsberg, and Riga. Fir planks 
used for ships' decks came from both Norway and the Baltic, and 
masts were shipped from Norway, Riga, and even Archangel. Pine, 
which occasionally replaced oak in ship construction, was obtained 
in Norway and the Baltic. Ship's stores, largely from pines, and other 
timber extracts, came from Scandinavia and the Baltic lands.19 

Holland was not an important grain-growing country, nor did 
she have forests to supply lumber and the straight, tall trees needed 
for masts and bowsprits in her shipbuilding industry. Amsterdam's 
reclaimed polders were mostly used as pastureland and to raise veg-

z 
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etables. Since the economy of the City depended upon imports, it 
made good sense to the burgomasters to control as much as possible 
the source of needed products. A City-owned New World colony 
supplying grain and lumber had financial advantages that would 
relieve the City's entrepreneurs from depending on the Baltic and 
other European countries. Disruptions in relations with Poland had 
become a matter of grave importance to the burgomasters, who saw 
their vital Baltic trade menaced. The development of American 
sources would protect Amsterdam's economic position. 

The Tile House in New Castle, Robert Montgomery Bird, watercolor, 
ca. r826. Nineteenth-century author Robert Montgomery Bird, who grew 

up in New Castle, created some wondeiful views of the town. The Tile 
House, built on the Strand in the late r6oos and razed in r884, reflects the 

Dutch culture of New Castle's earliest citizens. 
(Courtesy of Robert Montgomery Bird and 

The Winterthur Library: Decorative Arts Photographic Collection.) 
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The burgomasters were satisfied that the climate in the 
Delaware valley was mild and healthy, and they had been assured that 
its soil was the richest in the New Netherland, suitable for growing 
all sorts of crops. The Company had already constructed Fort 
Casimir, which could serve the City's colony for defense and securi
ty, and colonists sent by the City could trade profitably with the 
neighboring English in Maryland and Virginia as well as with the 
lndians.20 The City seemed convinced that ownership rights to the 
land had been guaranteed since valid deeds in the Company's files 
had been signed by the Indians. 21 There seemed little doubt "that in 
case people enough were sent from this country thither, all the prod
ucts that come at present from the Baltic, masts inculsive, can be 
raised in New Netherland."22 

The arrangement for the City to take over the Company's set
tlement at Fort Casimir (and later a more extensive area) seemed to 
be mutually advantageous. The. proposition was examined and 
accepted by committees representing the Company and the City, and 
the City's committee willingly accepted advice from the Company 
regarding the best way to proceed and make the venture attractive to 
colonists. The interlocking interests between the City and the 
Amsterdam Chamber left no doubt that the City would have the 
Company's full cooperation, and in no sense of the word was any 
rivalry then anticipated. It was agreed that Petrus Stuyvesant and 
other Company employees in New Netherland would give their full 
cooperation to personnel sent by the City, and the City understood 
that its officials would be beholden to the Company in many ways. 

The burgomasters decided that Fort Casimir would be 
renamed Fort Amstel and the colony called Nieuwer Amstel (New 
Amstel), no doubt named after the village and country district then 
adjoining Amsterdam. The thirty-six burgomasters selected six of 
their members to serve as commissioners to handle the affairs of 
New Amstel, draw up the necessary rules and regulations for its col
onization, and act as a sort of board of directors for the infant 
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colony.23 The "conditions" offered by the City to attract colonists 
were jointly written by Company and City representatives and pub
licized in printed leaflets that were widely distributed, not only in 

Amsterdam but elsewhere in the Netherlands.24 

The officials of the colony were to be on the City's payroll; 
these included Jacob Alrichs, a former Company employee with 
experience in Brazil, as director and commissary general; Martin 
Krijger (or Crieger), captain of fifty soldiers sent to protect the 
colonists; and Alexander d'Hinoyossa as his lieutenant. The latter 
two men had also been in the Company's employ in the New 

World.25 

Colonists who agreed to go to New Amstel were not generally 
employed by the City but were considered individual entrepreneurs. 
No limit was placed on their potential earnings. The City could buy 
from them all the grain they raised, the lumber they felled and 
sawed, the animal pelts they obtained from the Indians, the fish they 
salted or dried, or any other products marketable in the Netherlands. 

The colonists, their families, and their household furniture would 
be transported at the City's expense, and the colonists would repay the 
City as their income permitted. Tools and farming implements were 
to be transported free of charge. The City also agreed to furnish cloth
ing and seed grain for a year and to supply suitable land free of taxes 
for ten years. The colonists could cut timber without charge to build 
houses and ships or to sell to the City. Hunting and fishing were also 
free. If a colonist discovered minerals, crystals, or precious stones he 
could possess his findings during a term of ten years. After ten years 
he was obliged to pay the West India Company 10 percent of the pro
ceeds. Thus, the Company, which had heard rumors about gold, silver, 
and copper mines located in the New Netherland, still had an oppor
tunity for economic profit from the City's colony. 

The City would arrange for ships to bring grain, seed, timber, 
and all other marketable products back to Amsterdam at no cost to 
the colonists. The City would maintain a warehouse in Amsterdam 
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for the imports from New Amstel. The City would sell that mer
chandise on behalf of the owner, deducting a commission of 2 per
cent from all sales and applying ro percent of the net proceeds to the 
cost of the colonist's passage to America until such expense was liq
uidated. The remaining proceeds would be credited to the colonist's 
account. The City agreed to lay out streets and lots for a town and to 
divide the land beyond the town into farm fields and pastures. The 
City would maintain a storehouse at New Amstel stocked with a 
variety of merchandise that the colonists could purchase on credit at 
the same prices prevailing in Amsterdam, with one exception. Since 
the City was obliged to pay customs duties to the Company on both 
exports and imports into the City's colony, that duty would be added 
to the price of the merchandise. This is another example of how the 
Company received benefits from the colony-although it was agreed 
that customs duties would be used to build and maintain public 
works in New Netherland as approved jointly by the Company and 
the City. Finally, a smithy, a wheelwright, a carpenter, a minister, and 
a schoolmaster would be provided at the City's expense for the con
venience and service of the colonists. 

The economic incentives were very liberal, and the colonists 
were also assured of the same administration of justice and the same 
political rights they enjoyed in the Netherlands. A schout (chieflaw 
enforcement officer, in some ways comparable to a sheriff) was to be 
named by the six commissioners, and three burgomasters for New 
Amstel were supposed to be appointed by the burghers, or citizens 
of the town itself. Five or seven schepens (magistrates) were to be 
selected by the director (Jacob Alrichs) from a list of nominees sub
mitted to him by the burghers. When the town's population reached 
200 families, the burghers would elect a council of twenty-one men 
who would meet the burgomasters and resolve matters relating to the 
town government. 

The schepens were empowered to pronounce sentences in 
criminal cases and civil suits involving judgments of less than 100 
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guilders (later increased to 600 guilders). 26 However, a litigant could 
appeal their decision to a higher court consisting of the director-gen
eral (Stuyvesant) and his council sitting in New Amsterdam. This 
was a curious situation-members of the court of appeals from the 
City's municipal court were executives in the employ of the West 
India Company.27 Since the City paid customs duties to the 
Company, it would have been an interesting situation if the City 
found it necessary to appeal to the upper court on a judgment involv-

ing such duties! 
None of the provisions for setting up a political and judicial 

organization in the City's colony were ever followed strictly to the 
letter. In actual practice, the director (first Alrichs and later 
d'Hinoyossa) set up a council of from three to six members select
ed from prominent residents who supported their policies. This 
council functioned as an executive, legislative, and judicial body, 
although the director held the reins of authority subject to veto by 
the commissioners in Amsterdam. The distance separating them 
meant that the director made many decisions without consultation 
and approval. Stuyvesant and his council did their utmost to keep 
abreast of what was going on in the City's colony, and because of the 
close ties between Company and City were able to exercise 
restraints on Alrichs. As time went on this led to abrasive situations 
unfair to Alrichs, who had the responsibility for the success of the 
City's colony but lacked sufficient authority to discharge this 

responsibility. 
It was agreed that the West India Company would continue to 

retain ownership of Fort Altena (formerly Fort Christina) and main
tain a garrison there of Company soldiers. This fort was intended to 
"awe the natives" and protect the Swedes and Finns living on the 
Delaware in the Company's territory, who were now Dutch subjects. 
The garrison usually consisted of from twelve to twenty Dutch sol
diers. 28 This too was not desirable, because the City's fort at New 
Amstel was only six miles distant yet had a different command. 
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Jacob Alrichs left the Netherlands on December 25, 1656, with 
the first colonists in four vessels. The Prins Maurits (Prince Maurice}, 
the largest, manned by a crew of 16, carried n2 persons, including 
Alrichs, his wife, 50 soldiers and their officers, Captain Crieger, and 
Lieutenant d'Hinoyossa. The Beer (Bear} conveyed 33 colonists, the 
Bever (Beaver} carried u, and the Gelderse Blom (Flower of Guilder
land} also brought u-a total of 167. The three smaller vessels arrived 
safely at New Amsterdam enroute to New Amstel, but on March 9, 
1657, the Prins Maurits, under command of a skipper unfamiliar with 
American waters, ran aground on Long Island.29 Eventually, and 
with considerable difficulty and inconvenience, the director, the 
colonists, and the soldiers (who marched overland from New 
Amsterdam) finally'converged on New Amstel in the spring of 1657. 

Before leaving New Amsterdam, Alrichs received a deed dated 
April 12, 1657, from Stuyvesant on behalf of the Company that for
mally conveyed the land at New Amstel to the City. The deed 
encompassed the land "beginning on the Westside of Minquas or 
Christina Kil, called in the Indian language Suppeckongh, to the 
mouth of the bay or river called Boomptjes Hoeck, in the Indian lan
guage Canaresse, and as far landward as the boundaries of the 
M' ' "30 I f mquas country.... n terms o modern geography, this includ-
ed land beginning on the west side of the Christina River at 
Wilmington (Fort Altena was on the east side of the stream) and 
extending to Bombay Hook, where the Dutch believed the river 
ended and Delaware Bay began. Because of imprecise geography the 
western bounds were vaguely stated. The Minquas, or Susquhannock 
Indians, controlled land west of the local Lenape's territory, particu
larly the Susquehanna River and its tributaries, where beavers were 
numerous. 

Alrichs found the fort at New Amstel much decayed and in 
need of repairs. Twenty families lived in houses they had built near 
the fort. There were only five or six Dutch families, the remainder 
being Swedes. 31 After the Prins Maurits foundered, only a portion of 
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"The Edge of New Netherland" is my attempt to explain and illustrate what was 
built in New Castle, Delaware in 1651, specifically Fort Casimir. In order to 
achieve a better understanding of the subject, I have depicted aspects of life in 
New Netherland, an explanation of 17th century fort construction, the details of 
Fort Casimir as well as renditions of the community it protected. Before delving 
into this material reading "De Suyt Rivier, " by Charles T. Gehring will give the 
reader greater insight into the early history of Delaware and enhance the 
experience of discovery that follows. - Len Tantillo 

De Suyt Rivier 
New Netherland's Delaware Frontier 
by Charles T. Gehring 

The four hundred pound governor of New Sweden welcomed the crew of the Dutch 

ship and asked the skipper if he sailed often in this river. When the skipper answered no, 

the governor expressed surprise that he was able to come up this far in waters so full of 

sand bars. The Dutch skipper pointed to the man at his side and said that it was he who 

told him how to navigate the river. Whereupon one of the governor's officers stepped 

forward and said that he knew the man, as he himself had often been to Manhattan. He 

added that the man had been a patroon of Swanendael at the entrance of the bay that it 

had been destroyed by the Indians in 1630 when no Swedes even knew of this river. 

The year was 1643. The Swedish governor was Johan Printz-veteran of the Thirty 

Years' War. The Dutch pilot was none other than David Pietersz de Vries- not only a 

former patroon of Swanendael near Cape Henlopen (Delaware) but also one of the most 

skillful sailors ever to come out of the Netherlands. It had been 34 years since Hudson 

had sailed into Delaware Bay and the waterway was still surrounded by mystery and 

danger. 

The ship was a herring buys (buss) out of Rotterdam carrying one hundred pipes of 

Madeira wine. The skipper, Jacob Bienek, didn't have the slightest idea where he was. 

According to De Vries' journal, Bienek had been looking for Virginia to dispose of his 

cargo. Sailing by way of the West Indies Bienek had been unable to find the Chesapeake 

and had ended up in Boston. Unable to sell his cargo there because of the "sober lifestyle" 

of the English, he sailed on to Manhattan. Unfortunately the Dutch had just captured a 

ship full of wine, so Bienek was also unable to market his cargo there. However, an 
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Fortification Design 
Star Fort on the Delaware 

by Peter A. Douglas 

Clearly the most outstanding feature of the forts of 

New Netherland are the bastions, those pointed parts of 

the fortifications that project like spear tips from the 

ramparts. The first time I saw the plan of one of these 

17m century Dutch forts, a curious image jumped into 

my mind. The image was from feudal Japan, of all places, 

a culture so disconnected from New Netherland by time 
FO UR BASTION FORT 

and distance that it made me smile. What flashed into 
my head was the picture of a shuriken, a ninja throwing star. The similarity is superficial, 

I grant, but among the many designs of this weapon there is such a star with four 

pointed blades that resembles the triangular corner bastions of many forts all over the 

world, including those erected by the Dutch in America. On an early spring afternoon, 

Len and I spent three hours talking about the construction of such fortifications, and 

that of Fort Casimir in particular. 

In 1986, Edward and Louise Heite conducted an archaeological and historical 

investigation of Fort Casimir. In their report the Heites wrote: "There is no reason to 

suppose that the fort differed radically from the Dutch forts at Albany, Manhattan, or 

Recife, Brazil." By the time that Fort Casimir was built, the architecture of such forts 

was well established, and Casimir's dose neighbor, Fort Christina, was of the same 

design. In fact, even a century later in the 1750s numerous military installations (such 
as Fort Stanwix and Fort Ticonderoga in New York) were, with geographic and other 

necessary deviations, built from the same basic blueprint, though of more enduring 

materials. Of similar "star" design, though on a much vaster scale, is Fort George, near 

Inverness, completed in 1769 to pacify the Scottish highlands following the Jacobite 

rising of 1745. 

Len has not been to Brazil, but he has thoroughly researched Fort Orange (Albany) 

and Fort Amsterdam (Manhattan), and painted both forts many times, so he is very 

familiar with these structures. He was thus able to approach an investigation of Fort 

Casimir with a running start, augmenting his knowledge with extensive reading of 

current books and contemporary accounts, the latter never failing to fascinate. 

Searching for confirmation of the Heites' reasonable supposition concerning the 

fort's configuration, Len examined again the only extant depiction of it, Lindstrom's 
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questionable sketch. Bearing in mind what is known f D h f, d • • . . 0 utc ort es1gn and of the 
u:1q ue s~uaoon of this fort, Len applied this to Lindstrom's view of Casimir Gi 

~~ mdarf,s yLarea ihn w~ich the fort was built, the need for some sort of solid b~e :a: 
e or. en t eonzed that wh t • b h· d h " d . . a is e m t e riverfront wall" in the Swede's 

rawmg is not part of the fort itself; what is depicted he beli • uall h 
front l · f h c ' eves, 1s act y t e 

e evat1on o t e roundation, or "platform" h. h th c • Thi l f, d ' on w IC e rort itself was erected. 
s p at orm covere an area larger than th f, d b 

1 
. f e ort, an pro ably consisted of a massive 

accumu at10n o earth sod d d , bbl 
d d 

. ' ' woo ' an ru e, sufficient to contain the unstable 
groun an raise the surface out f th th. . . . . . o e swamp to create a firm foundation. In itself 

is IS an impressive civil engineering achievement. ' 

As for the actual fort on top f th' ·f 1 ·k fl l . o Is, I we oo again more carefully at Lindstrom's 
bat e ev~t1on we can see that he has attempted to provide some depth to the drawin 
y shading two sections of the curtain wall that li b h th • • g Kn · h es eneat e mtenor buildings 

owmg w at to look for from an understanding of th f, • o er contemporary orts it's 

ea; : a1~ee witthLen when he posits that these hatch marks represents the fl:nks 
an s ou ers o e fort's two bastions that faced the river. 

A bastion then is the p t f f, , d £ • fi h ' , ar o a ort s e ens1ve system that projects outward 
rom t e ramparts, often located where the curtain walls meet Th "d f, 

active d f, • l • ey prov1 e or 
. e ense against assau ting troops. One bastion enables defenders to c 

ad,acent bastions and walls with defensive fire. Fort Casimir's oth b ~ver 
cannot b · L" d er two ast1ons 

e seen m m strom's one-dimensional depiction but the stand d 
of contempor f, •fi . ' ar symmetry ary ort1 1cat10ns means that we can confidently infer their existence. 

·1 dTo sdho~ thdis, Len created a computer model of Casimir that can be nimbly 
ti te an v1ewe from any angle o • h· . ne mmute we view the fort as an attacker would 
app~oac . mg at ground level, creeping carefully up , 

th~ m~agm'.117 glads, and then we soar over the plan 
of It like blfds. This overhead view shows the now 

f~iliar square star-shaped construction with sharp 

pomted bastions in each corner, the walls 

containing a reconstruction of the living quarters, 

stores, and other buildings. From such electronic 

models and sketches Len has produced the likeness 
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of the fort found in this book. This basic "star" format has been used in numerous 

countries, and in some instances forts had multiple bastions and developed into 

extremely elaborate and beautiful almost organic flower-like structures. They can be 

explored on maps and sometimes on foot even today. 

The principle of the bastion comes from the medieval castle. Advances in military 

technology led to the increasing vulnerability and the decline of these towering fortresses 

of the Middle Ages whose great height was their main advantage. Vulnerability to 

powder and shot, and particularly to large maneuverable siege cannon, led to the 

development of fortified positions with lower walls that were embedded in ditches 

fronted by earthen slopes that could absorb shot. However, low walls meant that they 

could be more easily stormed, so military architecture had to change again. Especially 
unhelpful were the previously dominant rounded turrets; these created "dead zones" 

that sheltered attackers from the defenders' fire. To counter this, round or square turrets 

were extended outwards to form diamond-shaped points that eliminated these 

indefensible areas. To increase the effectiveness of the lower walls, the shape was designed 

to make maximum use of enfilade, or flanking fire, at any enemy who reached the 
walls. Bastion-mounted cannon had a dear line of fire directly down the curtain wall 

to the neighboring bastion, preventing a dose assault. 

The need to defend a fort with a lower profile was offset by creating, where feasible, 

larger impregnable areas that provided defense in depth, where attackers had to overcome 
several layers of defenses. In the case of Fort Casimir, the tidal water and the swamp 

limited its extent and possibilities for growth, but this natural defensive barrier doubtless 

made up for the difficulties that must have been encountered in its construction in 

such a place. 

These four-bastioned Dutch forts were pretty much the minimalist design for 

bastion forts. Simplicity of construction stemmed, certainly in the case of Casimir, 

from the necessary use of accessible local materials, principally earth and timber. There 

were no convenient quarries for stone, and no knowledgeable masons at hand, and 

there seems to have been no interest in establishing such ambitious structures, especially 

in view of how the Swedes and the Dutch were playing constant leapfrog with their 
forts in the Delaware estuary to assert their national interests. 

In the world of military architecture we must think of Fort Casimir as something 

T H E EDGE 0 F NEW NETHERLAND 

!asic, even primitive. It was the product of much sweat and labor but whil "t 
ar~y a serious defensible redoubt, it nevertheless fulfilled the role of est b/ hJ. was 

national presence It w fj • a 1s mg a 
"Fort Apaches" o~ th as a ront1er ~utpost, _m~re easily compared with the 19,h century 

e western plams. Cas1m1r was not intended to b . . 
elegant, or enduring as some of the North Am . E 1· h e as imposmg, 

Th encan ng Is forts of the mid 18'h 
~:::::anyere/~: clelar des1f,'gn simil~ities, for the basic principles still largely app;ied, 

o ese atter Orts survive because the b ·t 
constructed of wood and di t d . . y were u1 t of stone. Casimir was 
structu . r , an to remain m an efficient working condition such a 

Casimi:.e1:~~~1~:~:e:::ta~ u~kee~ and repair, neither of which was lavished on 
it had been built P . ! y e time the Swedes took it over, only three years after 

• In addmon to neglect, the rigors of the Mid-Atl . . 
and the fu d al antic envuonment 

n ament method of construction conspired to reduce th f, 
down di • th e ort to a run-

con t10n at was never rectified while it was in Dutch h d an s. 

_Winter's. freezing and thawing heaved and warped the posts and Ian 

~:~~ns, ;~le r~n rusted the nails and made the earthen fill sodden anlhea!. ~a!: 
ique Je ear would have been squeezed out between the r . . . 

serious instability. Insects were constantly at work, while e::n1:g pl~dnks caus10g 
encouraged the wth f ds e um1 summers 
taken root On gro . o _see .' and raised weeds and saplings that would have quickly 

ak • e can Just 1mag10e how, after a couple of seasons the fort would h 
t en on an over d • d ' ave 
could grown an rume appearance that the inadequate and unhappy arrison 

h'h:U:dly have prevented. There could be little resistance to the attack by ~n Ii h 

::::~sr::t::~:~~1~~~::::d~huedf.anordt'sCtot~ ~estruction. Before long its shatt:r:d 
as1m1r 

became a memory, of interest not to tourists but to 
hist0rians and archaeologists and t • - o artists. 

P. A Douglas, 2011 
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Dutch Forts in North America 
Building Basic Defenses 

The Dutch built massive stone forts in the Netherlands, Asia, the Caribbean, and 

numerous other locations. The construction of these durable structures reflected the 

economic and strategic value of those locations and the threat levels they faced from 

their enemies. These forts were expensive to build and maintain, requiring large work 

forces from the onset. North America was a very different case. The fur trade was 

nowhere near the monetary importance of the spice or sugar trade. Labor in New 

Netherland was limited and amounted to the men that could be supplied by the Dutch 

West India Company itsel£ Forts needed to provide basic security at low cost and with 

a minimal amount of construction time. Wood and dirt were the plentiful materials. 

The sites for these forts were usually on or near soggy river banks. The engineering of 

these facilities was basic, but the conceptual design bore the unmistakable mark of 

experienced technicians. 

The forts on the Hudson, Delaware, and Connecticut Rivers were simple. Initially, 

the idea of building a five-bastion stone fort in Manhattan was considered, but in the 

end it, too, was built as a four-bastion fort. In some locations, like the Fort of Good 

Hope, on the Connecticut River, the entire fortification was no more than a house 

with a wall around it. 

In this section we will explore one possible approach to the construction of a 

corner bastion of a simple wooden fort. The planked design seems to have been common 

in forts the Dutch built in Albany and in Manhattan. There are a few period drawings 

and some correspondence that indicate a procedure of this nature could have been 

employed. This is a speculative scenario which may bring up as many questions as it 

answers, but it does attempt to deal with issues that have, for too long, been left 

unaddressed. Since neither Fort Casimir nor Fort Amsterdam in Manhattan were built 

with surrounding ditches, that feature will not be presented in this hypothetical example. 

. '. ---=- -::k>.- J. 
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f-ort Amsterdam was built in f(,1e,. like 
f-ort 6ranqe it was modified many 
times. In /(.331 Wouter van Tw!l!cr 
ordered that the bastions be rebuilt in 
stone. In the end oYJ!y the northwest 
bastion was upqraded. In /e,(,f after 
the enqfish takeover of' New 1 

Netherland, the fort was renamed 
fort (;eorqe. It was substantially 
improved and survived f' or a total of' 
IM· years. The footprint of the oriqinal 
!?utc.h f' ort wa.s .still visible on New 
York. City maps in t7'!0. 
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fort 6ranqe was oriqinally built in 
fC,?f. It wa.s modified several times 
over its life span of' approximatdy 
60 years. enqli.sh alterations in the 
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bastion surfac,c: appearanc,e but 

I 
the overall shape of' the fort wa.s 
retained. Unlike fort Casimir and 
fort Amstc:rdam, fort 6ranqe was 
.surrounded by a defensive ditc.h. 
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Bastion Construction 
Stage 1. Site Preparation 

Once the plans for the fort were finalized construction could begin. The first step 

was to advantageously locate the fort on the site, assuming that this had not already 
been established during the planning stage. Numerous critical factors were considered. 

Strategic sight lines, terrain elevation, proximity to potable water, and access to supply 

routes would have been at the top of the hierarchical list. The later element, access to 

supply routes, for the Dutch meant a location that could be serviced from a navigable 

waterway with sufficient depth to accommodate large cargo and military vessels. 

Site preparation began with the removal of large rocks, trees, stumps, and brush. 

If necessary, the terrain was cut or filled to achieve a somewhat level plain on which to 
build. Surveyors would then locate the key perimeter points of the fort. Each point 

would be marked by driving wooden stakes into the ground. Ropes were then tied to 

the stakes dearly defining the outline of the fort on the ground. In addition to marking 

points of intersection, the stakes also demarked the center points of foundation 

excavations for major structural elements. The land was now ready for excavation. 
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Bastion Construction 
Stage 2. Excavation 

Once the post hole locations had been established, workers set about the arduous 

task of excavation. Using simple tools they broke ground, chopped through roots, and 
removed stones and other impediments as required for each bastion. Holes needed to 

be dug to a depth of approximately one quarter the length of the upright post in order 

to provide sufficient support. Softer or sandier soils meant deeper holes. Under average 

conditions a twenty foot bastion post would necessitate a foundation hole of 

approximately five feet in depth. Although the foundations of planked wooden forts 

took some time to prepare, it was a minimal effort when compared to the labor needed 

in the construction of stone forts of that period. It took fewer men and vastly less time 
to build with wood and soil. The great disadvantages were in 

the substantial maintenance required and the vulnerability 

of unfinished wood to decay. 

I 
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The le( t whed is V10t show/11 

f OY the sake of c/aYity. 

The "tongue" of the log cart is shown straight up in 
the air. The grappling tongs, which are attached to the 
axle, grasp the log. As the tongue is rotated downward 
the entire assembly lifts the end of the log, allowing it 
to be easily dragged along the ground by a team of 

horses or oxen. 

8AsTl6N C6NSTrWCTl6N 

SrAc;t 'Z - txcAvATl6N ANP Strt PR.tPAR.ATION 
Holes weYe duq to a depth 0 ( ii+ 
the leV1qth of the bastio/11 posts 

Massive stYvc.turnl tiYYJbeY wov/d YYJOSt likely have . 
been haYvested V1eaY the c.onstYvc.t10V1 site. 

A long haYdwood /oq1 espcGially oak.1 is 
an extYeYYJely heavy ob Jec.t. Moving it 

/onq dIstanc.es oveY YOVqh tCYYain by 

hand would be neaY!y iMpossible. 17th 

c.entuYy bui/der-s used a siYYJp/e /eve, 

YYJcc.hanisM to lift obJCC.ts of this type 
(sec sk.ctc.h on the te(tJ. HoYse teaYYJs 

weYe popv/aY with the Putc.h bvt I 

Yec.or-ds indic.ate that oxen weYe vsed 

as well 

(A) pointed1 peaY _ 

's,:/aped digqinq tool 

used as a pic.k. axe 

([) spade-shovel 

(C) billhook. - vsed 

'rifthe Pvtc.h to c./eaY 
br-vsh and shave lvYYJber- A 
f OY GDnStYVC. tion 

B C 



42 

THE EDGE OF NEW NETHERLAND 

Bastion Construction 
Stage 3. The Posts 

Delaware had an abundance of mature trees in the 17th century suitable for 

structural lumber. An experienced carpenter from Europe would already know the 

advantages and disadvantages of some of the native species. The common varieties for 

construction would have been loblolly pine (southern yellow pine), red oak, and white 

oak. Ash and hickory were in good supply and possessed many of the characteristics of 

sturdy hardwoods, but they did not have the durability of oak and yellow pine. Given 

the frequency of period comments regarding the decay of fort walls, it's possible that 

these woods may have been tried and failed to meet expectations for resisting the ravages 

of moisture and insects. In actuality, oak and pine fared only slightly better. 

Oak and yellow pine were enormous straight grained trees reaching heights, at 

that time, of 80 to 100 feet. Felling lumber of this size was a task for only the most 

skilled woodsmen. Native people are said to have "girdled" large pine trees, that is to 

cut away the life sustaining bark around the trunk, thereby killing the tree. They then 

allowed the timber to "dry on the stump." After a sufficient time passed the tree was 

taken down. With the wood partially seasoned the logs were lighter and easier to move. 

There is no record of Europeans using this technique. Their approach was most likely 

to strategically drop large trees using axes and then divide them into manageable lengths 

to be dragged away by horses or oxen. 

Lumber was squared off with hand tools like the axe and the adze. Unlike sawn 

timber, hand squared logs were shaped by eye and varied with the skill of the woodsmen. 

For the sake of our hypothetical bastion, the length of the average finished post will be 

20 feet. This would allow a post buried in the ground 5 feet to project 15 feet above 

the surface. The exact finished lengths would vary slightly with placement, due to the 

varying angles needed to achieve the sloping walls of the finished structure. In order to 

hold the post in place while the hole was being backfilled with dirt, bracing timber 

called "shoring" may have been used. 

Bastion walls were sloped inward as they rise above the ground to reduce the pressure 

of the earth fill at the top of the structure. A straight wall has a tendency to tip outward 

from the force of soil especially when it is wet. 
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Bastion Construction 
Stage 4. Planking and Filling 

After all the posts were set, milled planks were cut and nailed on the back face of 

the uprights. This method is clearly visible in the depiction of several forts in the 

Caribbean during this time period. The obvious advantage to proceeding in this manner 

was that as the bastion was filled, the pressure of the soil would provide additional 

support for the planks. 

Using our hypothetical bastion design as an example, the volume of earth required 

to fill and finish it would be 14,000 cubic feet of dirt. That is the equivalent of 350 

cart loads of soil, or 3,500 wheelbarrow loads. Soil can weigh from 75 to 120 pounds 

per cubic foot depending on composition and moisture. Considering the marshy land 

along the Delaware River, this volume of earth could weigh 1,680,000 pounds, or 840 

tons. Keep in mind that Fort Casimir, as well as nearly all the other forts of that time 

had four bastions. That's four times the soil in our calculations. The man hours needed 

to accomplish this work were substantial. The fill material would have most likely 

come from an area of the site pre-designated as a defensive trench or a building 

foundation. Fill may have even been cut from the immediate fort area itself if significant 

grading were required to level the land. Although this seems like a massive effort it 

would have been little more than part of normal fortification work. Earthmoving at 

fort sites took place in all countries on every continent in every century. 

It is also interesting to note that hand forged square nails were in common use on 

construction sites in the 17th century. Records indicate the delivery of thousands of 

nails to New Netherland. Iron nails are commonly found by archeologists in Dutch 

excavations. There were hundreds of other ways for carpenters at that time to join 

c.a1111011 por-t: 
wood. Variations of mortise and tenon and the use of wooden 

pegs would have made up most of 

filled bas tio11 

8as tion 5cc. tio11 

them, and were definitely among the 
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forts. 

BAsTION CONSTFWCTION 

5TAc;e + - PLANk.lNc; ANJ? ftLLINc; 

-
The l?t1tc.h1 along with all c.olo11ial 
ewopr:ans1 kept Afr,c.an slaves. 
Ac.c.ovnts of the f?clawar-r: 

sr:ttlr:mr:11ts i11d1c.atr: that they 
made tip a small par-t of the 

fOf)tllatio111 wor-ki119 011 f aYms and 
plantations and also as no11-
m1litaYy pr:Yso1111r:I i,,,, fo.,.t C . . " • as1m1Y. 

M.tllr:d pla111<:s wr:r-r: most lil<:cty nailed to the 
bac.k. fac.r:s of the t1pnqht posts. 

The two-man saw o11 tYr:stlr: sawhoYsr:s 
c.011ld be tlSCd to make planks from logs. 
Althot1gh slow and tr:diovs1 this method 
wot1ld have to svf fic.r: if wor-k was to 
c.ont11111r: while awaiting a dr:livr:Yy of 
milled l11mbr:Y. 

frr:s tics wr:r-r: Yr:positio11r:d 
as sawi11q pr-oqYr:ssr:d. 

Sawing planks in this manner

was haYd_ woYk.. The sawyr:t, 

on tOfi dtYr:c.tr:d the blade 
The pitma1 011 the botto;, • • ' ' .. 11.s::~• ~,,.-l:~":::=:::.i.tl~="c:=-.-.=•.W ~ ..... :=:_-1~.._..,,. 

, 1 
dtd the har-d par-t. 



48 

THE EDGE OF NEW NETHERLAND 

Bastion Construction 
Stage 5. Completed Planking 

It's possible that the Dutch forts, Fort Casimir included, may have been considered 

complete when the planked walls were high enough to protect a soldier standing on 

the earth fill of the bastion. Although the wall would stop an arrow it would provide 

little defense against cannons and muskets. At the time, hostile natives were considered 

to be the only threat. As the years passed more formidable foes presented themselves. 

In 1654, when the Swedes took Fort Casimir from the Dutch, Governor Johan Risingh's 

journal and the records of military engineer Per Lindestrom mention the fort's poor 

condition and its design shortcomings. They go on to describe alterations they are 

making to generally improve the bastions and outer defenses . .Although the parapets 
(top of bastion walls) are not specifically mentioned they are dearly depicted in 

Lindestrom's drawing as massively wide structures with cannon ports (embrasures) cut 

in at intervals. 

Access to the bastions from the courtyard of the forts would have been via earthen 

ramps. Stairs may also have been included. Not all bastions were filled solid with earth. 
Some bastions were fitted with inner rooms built underneath. These spaces served 

special needs, most likely as powder magazines. 

It is not known exactly what specie or species of wood was used to construct these 
forts. The assumption is that oak was the preferred material. However, availability and 

experimentation may have led to the use of other hardwoods and conifers. Whatever 

the variety, no finishes were applied to the completed structures. The ravages of weather 

and insects quickly began the process of decay. Cracks and spaces between boards 
allowed vegetation to take root. Maintaining these walls would have been required 

continuously. This is borne out by the frequency of requests in fort records for the 

funding of repairs, Even a short lapse in upkeep would rapidly lead to catastrophic 

damage and completely undermine the effectiveness of the fort. 

Carpenter ants, termites, and other wood 
devouring insects caused more devastation to 
the wooden forts of North America than any 
military siege. 
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Bastion Construction 
Stage 6. Completed Bastion 

The final features to complete the bastion would be the construction of the parapet 

and the fitting of embrasures. Embrasures were flared ports cut into the parapet to 

facilitate a protected opening from which to fire a cannon. Fort Casimir apparently 

included many of them. Lindestrom's drawing shows embrasures not only along the 

bastion parapet, but also on top of a defensive outer wall that possibly surrounded the 

fort. Parapets in the more substantial stone forts of Europe and Asia were massive. The 

hypothetical bastion represented here is based on the scale of Fort Casimir. The depth 

of this parapet is 4 feet. The overall bastion itself is too small to accommodate anything 

much wider. The military standard of the day, in the ideally designed fort, was a parapet 
18 feet thick. According to Christopher Duffy, in his book "Fire and Stone," this quantity 

of earth was sufficient to stand up to the most powerful weapons of that time. A shot 

from a 24 pound siege cannon would penetrate 15 feet of light soil and 12 feet of more 

resistant soil. A musket ball's greatest penetration was about 30 inches. It's dear from 

this data that the Dutch forts of North America would have stood little chance against 

a full scale military attack from a well-equipped enemy. 

Fort Casimir, along with all the other northeastern American forts of the early to 

mid 17th century, were lightly armed. The cannons they possessed were often an odd 

mix of weapons from a variety of sources. The Jesuit priest, Father Isaac Jogues, when 

describing the armaments at Fort Orange in Rensselaerswijck in 1643, states that the 

"wretched little fort" contains four or five pieces of Breteuil cannons and as many 

swivel guns. Cannon caliber is not mentioned, although it is assumed that these were 
small guns. A "three pounder" cannon, said to have been from Fort Orange, is on 

display at the New York State Museum in Albany. In June of 1654, in describing the 

improvements made to Fort Casimir (Trinity), Governor Risingh mentions the 

acquisition of two pairs of "twelve pounder" cannons from the ship "Eagle." These 

weapons and the small complement of soldiers assigned to that fort would have been 

capable of only meager resistance against any well armed attack. 
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Excerpts from the Minutes of the Administration of Jean Paul Jacquet, 
Vice-Director of the South River, reporting on the conditions of Fort 

Casimir following its capture from Sweden. He notes in detail the 
faults of the failing fort, however there is little evidence that any 

substantive renovations were ever carried out. 

J. 
ortcasimir 

fort Casimir was built by the Dutch in 1651 
under the direction of Petrus Stuyvesant In ' 
1654, it was captured by the Swedes and re
;ame~ For~ Trinity. After only four hundred 
nd sixty-six days the fort was re-taken by the 

Dutch and reverted back to its original name 
of Fort Casimir. The swamp that adjoined the 
fort and settlement of Sandhook, later named 
New ~mstel and finally New Castle, was a 
breeding ground for disease. This added to 
the boredo"! and misery of living on the edge 
of the f rontier with little support from the 

home~and. In this section we will examine the 
fort, its alterations and ultimate fate. 
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odel if P. rt Casimir based on 
Len Tantillo s digital scale m_ o ri o historical site 
Lindestrom s elevation drawing, va ous h. al 

l nd the te"ain analysis of several topo~ap ,c 
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When I began this project I knew very little about Fort Casimir and the colonial 

history of Delaware. I thought that readers would be interested to know what my 

earliest preconceptions were in order to appreciate the evolution of the ideas that 

later emerged. To achieve this I asked my friend Peter Douglas to record our first 

meeting on Fort Casimir. Since Peter knew as little as I did about the fort he was 

perfect for the job. What follows is an account of the first step taken in unraveling 

an interesting historical mystery. - Len Tantillo 

The Process of Discovery 
A Commentary on the Visualization of Fort Casimir 

by Peter A. Douglas 

I suppose when Len conceived this project, he and I were at about the same level 
of unawareness concerning Fort Casimir, though by the time we first spoke of it his_ 
research had allowed him to pull ahead by a substantial margin. Nevertheless, for all 

his prior investigation he said that this would be a "process of discovery" for both of 

us, and he would like me to be part of this process, observing how he went about it, 
how research becomes theory, and how theory is transformed into artistic and 

architectural visualization. 

Len already knew, and I was soon to learn, that Fort Casimir had been one of a 

group of forts constructed on the banks of the Delaware River by the Dutch and the 
Swedes, who, in the early 17m century, planted their respective flags in the New World. 

I knew something about the Dutch presence in America, though most of my knowledge, 
like that of many of us at this end of the colony, I suppose, was of the northern history 

of New Netherland, around Fort Orange and New Amsterdam. Simple geography had 

fogged my view somewhat, and this parochial limitation could do with expanding. I 
knew full well that New Netherland covered a vast area, all the way from present day 

Delaware to New York and western Connecticut, and I needed to bring the south to 

the foreground. 

Where Fort Casimir was built in 1651 was known to the Dutch settlers as the 

"Zuyd Rivier," or South River, the southernmost part of New Netherland. Originally 

it was to be the center of the Dutch North American province, with the capital at 

High Island in the Delaware, but Director Minuit decided that the North (Hudson) 
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River would be a better base, and so New Amsterdam became the natural focus. After 

1626 the Dutch had built Fort Nassau on the eastern bank of the South River at the 

site of present-day Gloucester, New Jersey, as a trading and military base. During the 
brief tussle with the Swedes along the Delaware, a number of forts were constructed, 

the first Swedish post being Fort Christina, built in 1638, and downriver from the 

Dutch. And then in 1643, the Swedes under Johan Printz, built their Fort Nya Elfsborg 

even farther downriver. Thus Dutch ships coming upriver from the bay had to pass 

these Swedish forts. 
When Petrus Stuyvesant, the seventh and last Director of New Netherland, took 

office in 1647 he wanted to re-assert Dutch control of this region and its lucrative 

trade. In retaliation for the Swedish encroachment, and recognizing the need for a 

more propitious site for a fort, Stuyvesant abandoned Fort Nassau in 1651 and, 

countering the Swedish move in this vast chess game, erected Fort Casimir, named for 
Ernst Casimir I, Count of Nassau-Dietz and Stadtholder of Friesland, Groningen, and 

Drenthe, 1573-1632. Being only a few miles south of Fort Christina, it enabled the 

Dutch to menace the Swedes and interrupt their trade. 

Fort Casimir had a short life, and an even shorter one under this name. Relations 

with the Swedes deteriorated from friction to open hostility, and in 1654 Johan Risingh, 

the new and last governor of New Sweden, easily captured the fort for the Dutch had 

not maintained it as a serious strongpoint. Subsequent Swedish reports state that the 

fort "had fallen into almost total decay," and Risingh wrote that the cannon he found 
there were "mostly useless." Risingh re-named it Fort T refaldighet (Fort Trinity) , and it 

allowed the Swedes to reassume control of the Delaware. Fort Trinity had a short career 

too, for in 1655 Stuyvesant returned to New Sweden with a force of several ships and 

350 soldiers and retook it. Clearly these forts presented no serious obstacle to capture. 

Stuyvesant ultimately took Fort Christina, bringing to an end the Swedish presence in 

America. In 1657 the retaken Fort Casimir (now New Castle) was re-christened New 

Amstel. Such is the brief career of the subject of this study, which, for much of the 

time was known as something other than Fort Casimir. 

Len first spoke to me of Fort Casimir just after midnight on New Year's Day 2011, 
after a delightful surfeit of chat, movies, and homemade Chinese food. It was probably 

not the most propitious time to broach the matter of his project, and wine and 
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exhaustion made me confused and a bit ske tical • • • 
later proposed an afternoon m . I pk • Still, I was mtngued, so when Len 

eetmg was een to d' 
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for he wanted to get my own fresh thoughts on it. He was conducting a sort of exercise, 

an experiment. He said: "Without using any reference, describe what you see in about 

one or two paragraphs. That drawing is the only image of Fort Casimir ever made 

during its existence. How does it strike you?" Well I fell for it. I took the drawing at 

face value, faithfully describing and fleshing out each detail of Lindstrom's stout and 

impressive fort in misguided words, not even grasping at the time what should have 

been so obvious, that the stone battlements, the so imposing and ambitious 

drcumvallation that Lindstrom depicted, deviated so markedly from the simple Dutch 

forts of the period that I was familiar with. 

Having read my accurate but misconstrued description of the fort, Len responded: 

"Congratulations. You now have the same preconceived notion of Fort Casimir / Fort 

Trinity that everybody else has when they begin their study by looking at the only 

visual evidence of the fort's design. This is our starting point. From here we will look 

deeper into the mystery of the actual appearance of New Castle, Delaware's first 

buildings." Error and darkness are the origin of discovery. 

Len assured me that the real forts in New Netherland and New Sweden were much 

less impressive and ambitious. They were very crude, he said, built fast and economically, 

and consisted largely of raised earthen breastworks and berms reinforced with timber, 

made, in other words, from the materials at hand. Len has found contemporary 

documentation that refers to the repair of these forts, and all that was required for that 

was dirt and wood, available in abundance. The resources of the region did not include 

quarries for stone for the construction of forts such as Lindstrom depicted. Len likened 

this fort to Fort Orange, and Fort Amsterdam in Manhattan, both of which he has 

studied and painted many times. He quoted a letter from Peter Stuyvesant where he 

complained that Fort Amsterdam was crumbling away and was even being laid waste 

by livestock. Clearly these forts were prey to the harsh elements and quickly deteriorated 

if not diligently maintained. They did not so much represent military power as 

statements of possession, somewhere to fly the flag and flaunt a bit of in-your-face 

national pride, and the rate of construction along the Delaware in the middle of the 

17m century shows how quickly they could be erected. They were sometimes successful 

as redoubts in the event of an Indian attack, but they presented no serious obstacle to 

the overwhelming firepower of armies and navies of the time. 

The disturbing fact was, then, that there was only one picture of Fort Casimir and 

that wasn't much like it really was! This, of course, was the challenge. 
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Naturally I asked Len, "Why Fort Casimir~" . 
of the South River there wa t l th • From what little I knew of the fons 

, s a east one o er that I'd act all h 
so I naturally wondered what 'al b u y eard of, Fort Christina, 

was spec1 a out Fort Cas. . Le . 
was typical. Not much is known f . h umr. n said that Casimir 

o it, so ere was an op . 
about it. While archaeologists and h' . h portun1ty to find out more 

Istonans ave devoted . 
credible picture of the fort exists I f all L' .. some attenaon to it, no 

' east o indstrom' I" bl dr 
with later derivative, warmed-ove d . . th s unre Ia e awing, along 

r ep1ct10ns at are far t 1· 
exaggerated elements that were s . d 1 . oo re Iant on the Swede's 

e1ze upon s av1shly and literally. 

So, in part, the mystery is the lure. Len told me tha h 
to research and create a more f: . hfi 1 , . t e welcomes the opportunity 

alt u representation of F C • . 
these forts were designed and d ort as1m1r, to show how 

constructe , to brin f 
on the South River then and t ·11 . g out a sense o what life was like 

' o I ustrate the mevitable I h . 
the unremitting ravages of th . , strugg e t at It was, under 

e envuonment and the en , h . 
maintain a military installat1· . h l emys arrying, to inhabit and 

on lll t at p ace. 

First it was necessary to do two thin . k 
figure out its location The Heit d . gs. wor out the design of the fort, and 
hook of land that en~roached _es etermmhed that the site of the fort lay on a sandy 

Into a mars y area to th th 
become New Castle Dela H h e nor east of what would 

' ware. ere t ere all 
and Fort Casimir was built on th . ( w) ~s a sm sandy hill called Bull Hill, 

e nver east side of this th • 
the marsh, at an elevation of about eigh r Th . ' en virtually an island in 

t reet. e tidal stre d h 
a natural moat on three side f h r h' am an t e marsh formed 

s o t e rort, w ich had l d . . 
southwest. Here, then w th . an access via a ndge that ran 

, as e approximate location of Fort Casimir. 

As for what it looked like Per Lindst .. 
constructed "with four b t' ',, f rom wrote that Fort Casimir had been 

as Ions, two o which can b . h' 
elevation sketch. Despite hi d . e seen m is extravagant front 

. s over rawn and idealistic v· h , 
disbelieve his statement about th f. b . Iew, t ere s no reason to 

. . e our ast1ons, which was th al d . 
military earthworks of the t' L . . e usu es1gn for such 

Ime. en, using his kno I d f h 
computer-designed a to-scale £ b . r w e ge o ot er Dutch forts, 

our- ast1on rort of the a • d' 
Swedish engineer had thou h full 'd ppropnate imensions (the 

g t y prov1 ed measurements) M ch. th 
of the star-shaped fort w1'th th d • at rng e scale image 

e contoure surve f h d h 
by the Heites, Len was able to pl . . .. yo t e san y ook ofland provided 
. ace it rn posmon on the hook; it fit perfectly. 

That is Peters account of how the . 
of work and what I came to believ/ro;e~~ started. What follows represents months 
Fort Casimir, and New Amstel Hist was -,~ ;ctual ~tory of Lindestroms drawing 
Tantillo • ory Wl e the Judge of its accuracy _ Len ' 
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M . Drawing of Per Lindestrom yster1ous 

. d • His talent for engineering 
d .. ated a mysterious rawmg. 

In 1655, Per Lin estrom ere . . f h tured Dutch fort at what 
h • d re-fort1ficat1on o t e cap 

was a great asset for t e repair an d l f th South River (Delaware 
l D l New Sweden ha contro o e 

is now New Cast e, e aware. . . . l ettlements. Fort Christina, 
d to secure its prmc1p e s ll 

River) and all efforts were ma e b f Hy sited to defend the sma 
l . D laware had een care u 

which is now Wi mmgton, e , L. d .. 's drawings of Fort Christina 
. h l • l d f the fort m estrom 

community that lay shg t y man o . . • ed Fort Trinity by the Swedes, was 
l dec:1nitive and simple. Fort Cas1m1r, renam 

are c ear, H ' 

a different matter. 
f F t Casimir's front elevation has lead to many 

The drawing Lindestrom made o or I 1905 Alexander B. Cooper, Esq., wrote 
• tual appearance. n ' • 

misconceptions as to its ac . . ·t1 d "Fort Casimir, the Starting Point 
a paper for the Delaware Histoncal Society entl e 

... _ 
-,. 

.. 

... 
. 

--,... . , :J 
I gg -?,;'~ 

··-
• h d • 1905 in Alexander 

This drawing was publis e m /" I 
Coopers history of Fort Casimir. It_ see7:'s to be a. ztera 

. ., th 165 5 drawing, with little attentwn 
translatwn OJ e . 

. t bl1·shed rules of fortification design. given to es a 
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Note how the gaps at the edges of the fort give the 
structure the appearance of floating above the 
elements below it. 

This is a detail from the most commonly referred to reproduction 
of Per Lindestrom s 1655 drawing of Fort Trinity (Casimir). 

in the History of New Castle, in the State of Delaware, its Location and History, 

1651-1671." Mr. Cooper's book contained a rather awkward pen and ink aerial view 

that attempted to interpret the original Swedish rendition. In my opinion the artist 

made some serious errors in judgment. He literally translated the original elevation 

made by Lindestrom into a peculiar, solid, almost square block form without attempting 

to suggest conventional principles of fort design in general usage in North America at 

that time. He also ignored other evidence regarding Fort Casimir's appearance dearly 

visible in the numerous maps that Lindestrom made of New Sweden. Many of those 

drawings show, a plan view of a conventional four-bastion fort at Sandhook. 

More recently some researchers have become confused by what appears to be a 

floating fort above an earthwork, leading them to believe that Fort Casimir/Trinity are 

two separate forts. This misconception arises from the separation between the upper 

fort and the lower part of Lindestrom's drawing, in the most commonly referenced 

reproductions of that work. Their conclusion is based on two short ink lines that are 

missing, a flaw in the reproduction of the drawing that occurred after the original was 

published. 

To make the case that Lindestrom's drawing depicts one site with a Dutch four

bastion fort and Swedish improvements to the earth works surrounding it, I submit 

that in a 1655 sketch for a New Sweden map made by Lindestrom, his indication of 
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the fort site is expressed by the four-bastion fort alone, as if the earthworks around it 
were inconsequential. Also , a book by Thomas Companius Holm, entitled "Kort 

beskrifning om provincien Nya Swerige uti America: som nu fortjden af the Engelske 

kallas," Pensylvania Stockholm: J. H. Werner, published in 1702, dearly indicates one 

single fortification. In other words, there is no gap in the line under the Dutch fort. 

One last point is that when the poorly reproduced versions of Lindestrom's complete 

drawing are studied, there are numerous gaps in other areas such as lettering and borders, 

and the omission of many small details. This leads me to believe that the broken lines 

were not intentional. 

Elevations of this type were often 
created to serve as navigational 

aids. 

The reproduction of Lindestrom s 
drawing most often referred to 

appears on the left. The 
reproduction on the right is taken 
from Holms book on the history of 
New Sweden, published in 1702. The 
drawing on the left was most likely 
traced from the 1702 book plate. 
Note that the title banner at the top 
of the plate has been omitted in the 
later version. Also noteworthy is the 
number of broken lines, the 
additional text, and the 
repositioning of the scale bar in the 

traced piece. 

T H E E D G E O F NEW NETHERLAND 

t6tn <tnbra ~bf en, TAB. VJl.;6 I 
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An Interpretation of the Lindestrom Drawing 

The interpretation of the Llndestrom elevation drawing of Fort Casimir, which 

the Swedes had renamed Fort Trinity, is the key to truly understanding its design 

configuration. Several artists and historians have attempted to explain the two

dimensional head-on view made in 1655, with little or no agreement as to its salient 

features. So here is, yet again, another possibility. 

I began my theory with a careful consideration of the established fortification 

design principles of the 17t11 century as you have already seen in previous chapters. 

Llndestrom himself, in his book "Geographia Americae" tells us that the Dutch fort 

had four bastions and that his redesigned fort also had four bastions. The horizontal 

scale of the fort is clearly indicated on his elevation drawing. I took all my data and 

built an accurate digital model of a perfectly proportioned fort, on which the drawings 

to the right were based. I used the notion of a perfect fort because Lindestrom's drawing 

seems extremely idealized. The view was then rotated from an aerial position downward 

and to the left, until I had created a realistically scaled front elevation. 

The accurate frontal view I arrived at almost exactly matches the forms in the 

Lindestrom drawing. The primary differences being that I am convinced that Lindestrom 

intentionally exaggerated the heights of his fort rendition for presentation purposes. 

This is evident if the bar scale below the drawing is applied to the drawing vertically. 

Doing so would make the overall fort the impossibly absurd height of over 70 feet. 

Detail from Lindestrom '.Y 1655 elevation. 

These dl"awinqs WCI",; based on an 
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thc f'ol"t lYI an idcalricd state of' 1-'Cpair. 
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1:; almost a pcrf'cc.t match, ,n all 
bvt its vcl"tic.al sc.atc, when 

c.ompal"cd to Lindcstl"om's Jr;,fif 

dl"awinq of' the f'ol"t at lcf't. 

fol" the fWposcs o r this 
fl"Cscntation t have t""t . 
• ·, cntiona/ly 
f(jYIOl"Cd canh WOl"k. f.o ... ,. . I'· . 
· ,,,rte.anon 
1rY1fl"ovcmcnt5 on th 
,., t · ,_ c ac.tva/ site 
, na mtcnt ha · 

~ vc existed at the sid 
and l"Cal" of' the r Ol"t. C5 

Th_c buildings dcpic. tcd within 
this f'ol"t al",; based , on 
LtYldC5tl"om's v•i.-,., . ., 

, .... rv, 5/mt, al" 
stl"vc.twcs at othcl" i?utc.h 
f' Ol"ts1 and the Irk.cf, . y 
d1mcns1ons. 
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Topography of the Fort Casimir Site 
Assumptions from Historical Terrain Analysis 

In 1986, Edward and Louise Heite where commissioned by the Trustees of the 

New Castle Commons to undertake an archeological investigation of the presumed 

site of Fort Casimir to determine what, if anything, remained underground. Their 

comprehensive findings are recorded in "Report of Phase I Archeological and Historical 

Investigations at the Site of Fort Casimir, New Castle, Delaware." In the excavation 

narrative, numerous examples of artifacts and soil stratification conditions are presented. 

Evidence of the fort's existence was clear; however it is not the kind of hard structural 

evidence to positively define the fort's construction and pinpoint its location. The 

Heite report is thorough and their desire to pursue further study is made clear. 

For my purposes, the Heites provide an interesting compilation of topographical 

data pertaining to the site of the fort. Benjamin Henry Latrobe, famous for his landscape 

plan for the Capitol in Washington, DC, made a survey of New Castle in 1805. He 

accurately rendered profiles of the terrain. The Heites reinterpreted the Latrobe data 

into a contour map focusing on the immediate area they assumed to be the location of 

the fort. The Heites report also included a topographical map made in 1927 by 

Remington and Vosbury for the city of New Castle. This map reflects the general 

contours seen in the Latrobe profiles. It also clearly locates a large marsh area on the 

west side of Second Street. When the two maps are closely compared there is an unusual 

elevated area on the Latrobe/Heite map on Market Street and something quite similar 

in the same location on the Remington and Vosbury map, which refers to Market 

Street as Second Street. A structure approximately 200 feet square could have fit neatly 

on that raised plot of land. 

In my conjectural site plan of Fort Casimir (bottom drawing opposite page) I have 

combined the data from both maps and plotted the likely location and scale of the 

fort. This is not conclusive evidence for the site of the fort. Only further study and 

professional archeological discoveries can achieve that, but it does provide a plausible 

possibility that can satisfy a number of critical criteria. 
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Fort Casimir 1651- 1654 
A Basic Dutch Fort in Marshland 

Fort Casimir was built in 1651, under the direction of the Director General of 

New Netherland, Petrus Stuyvesant. It was named after Ernst Casimir I, a respected 

Dutch count. The original Dutch fort, Fort Nassau, built on the west side of the 
Delaware River, near present-day Philadelphia, had been rendered useless by the 

more southern Swedish construction of Fort Christina. Dutch ships entering 

Delaware Bay had to pass Fort Christina to get to Fort Nassau. The new fort thereby 

reversed the roles of military river dominance back in favor of the Dutch. 

Stuyvesant, already burdened with the security of Manhattan, had neither the 

money nor the manpower to properly build, maintain, or defend Fort Casimir. 

Perhaps it was doomed from the start simply because the site of its construction 

was so wet. The fort was built next to a swamp on a relatively low lying peninsula 

in an area called the Sandhook. The only thing it seemed to have going for it was 

relatively deep water access on the riverfront. Regardless of the location's obvious 

shortcomings, the wood and sod four-bastioned fort was erected and armed and, 

most importantly for Stuyvesant, flew the Dutch colors. 

In 1654, a Swedish force under the command of the governor of New Sweden, 

Johan Risingh, took Fort Casimir. Both Risingh and Per Lindestrom give detailed 

accounts of the capture. Lindestrom states that the fort was taken on May 21, 
1654. To honor that day, Trinity Sunday, the fort was renamed Fort Trinity. The 

fort contained twelve iron cannons and one brass three-pounder, all without 

gunpowder or ammunition. The defender's muskets were mostly broken. Risingh's 

journal states that the entire garrison was occupied by only nine soldiers and a 

Sergeant Gerrit Bicker who was the commandant. They did not resist. 

The Swedes now once again controlled the Delaware River and had taken over 

a fort so badly decayed that it required rebuilding practically from the ground up. 

From the moment the fort's overhaul began, Stuyvesant's counter attack strategy 

was forming. 

.. . 
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Fort Trinity (Trefaldighet in Swedish) 

May 21, 1654 -August 30, 1655 

Four hundred sixty-six days-Fort Trinity's lifespan was very short. On Trinity 

Sunday, May 21, 1654 (Julian calendar), Governor Johan Risingh enraged Petrus 

Stuyvesant when he captured the under-manned and poorly maintained Fort Casimir. 

It was Risingh's decision and his alone. He could have left the decaying fort since, in 

its dilapidated condition, it presented little threat to New Sweden. The Governor's 

reasoning was that Stuyvesant would eventually restore Fort Casimir and completely 

undermine New Sweden's investments in the Delaware region by cutting off their access 

to the Atlantic. 

Risingh committed men and resources to upgrade the fort. Lindestrom did the 

engineering and Captain Sven Skute was placed in charge of the work to see that it was 

carried out. Skute also served as Fort Trinity's commander. The fort was initially armed 

with four cannons, twelve-pounders taken from the ship, "Eagle," which had transported 

Risingh and Lindestrom to New Sweden. 

Lindestrom's plans called for the repair and upgrading of the bastions, the 

construction of fortified trenches, and the erection of a palisade along the river bank. 

Skute and twenty men worked all through the summer of 1654, building the palisade 

only to have it badly damaged on October 24, 1654, by a terrible storm. It is unlikely 

that much of the Lindestrom plan, depicted in his elevation, was ever completed. There 

simply wasn't enough time, money, or men. This seems to be borne out in Dutch 

records after they regained the fort. 

Stuyvesant commanded over three hundred men and a fleet of seven ships, which 

included the leased 36-gun warship de Waegh. On August 30, 1655, Captain Skute 

allowed the Dutch force to sail slightly past Fort Trinity and anchor on its weakest 

side. This was a tactical blunder. The Dutch negotiated with Skute and at the same 

time began digging siege trenches from which they could easily bombard the Swedes. 

Skute surrendered. A few days later Stuyvesant sailed five miles north and attacked 

Fort Christina. Risingh was defeated and forced to give up not only the fort, but all of 

New Sweden. 
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New Amstel 1657 - 1664 
The Fort and the Community 

. f Amsterdam for leasing their 36-gun 
Petrus Stuyvesant was indebted to .;,~e cl1tyd~ C mpany negotiated a deal in which 

th Dutch west n 1a o 
ship de Waegh. As payment, e . . ted ownership of a portion of the land 
Amsterdam, in exchange for their se~1ces,Tahcce\ an the colony of New Amstel - a 
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A view of Fort Casimir, circa J 656, from 
the main through/are. In present-day 
New Castle this would be Second Street. 
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such a burden the survival of the colony at times seemed doomed to 

failure. Throughout the early colonial period both the Swedes and 

the Dutch recorded accounts such as this. 

Both skilled and unskilled slaves supplemented New Amstel's 

workforce. The white population of Delaware was approximately five 

hundred persons by 1664. It is estimated that in addition to that number there were 

less than fifty African slaves in all of Delaware. The number of slaves at Sandhook 

would have been considerably less. 

For the mostly Protestant residents of New Amstel, religion was part of everyday 

life. The written records consistently reflect the general devoutness of the community. 

Prayers are constantly offered seeking divine intervention in the resolution of daily 

hardships. It is therefore interesting to note that, unlike Rensselaerswijck and 

Manhattan, no church was ever built in the Dutch colony of New Amstel. Services 

were conducted in the court building inside Fort Casimir. 

Farms were located both northeast and southwest of Fort Casimir. Wheat, barley, 

rye, and corn were staples in New Amstel and in other parts of New Netherland. In 

addition to grain, fruits and vegetables were also grown. Of all the foods that made up 

the diet of the settlement in New Amstel there was one treat that everyone enjoyed: 

watermelon. Per Lindestrom writes " ... this has an exceedingly delicious and beautiful 

taste and immediately melts in the mouth. These watermelons are used to eat and 

drink during the hot summer, as they refresh and cool off a person strongly." 

Meat was provided by domestic livestock and wild game. Transporting 

livestock was done by sea and land. In both the Swedish and Dutch periods 

there is frequent mention of a particular vessel that is used to carry livestock 

and goods to and from the colony. It is not dear if it is the same ship, but 

it is definitely the same type of ship, a galliot. This versatile eight to fifteen 

ton, fore and aft rigged ship was capable of carrying a wide variety of 

cargoes. The drawing on page 45 shows how the galliot could be used to 

carry lumber and bricks from Fort Orange. Galliot trips to and from 

• Manhattan and Virginia were also quite commonly noted. 
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Although some livestock was transported by sea, most 

were driven overland in much the same manner depicted 

in countless western movies. One cattle drive, which 

originated in Heemstede, near Manhattan, contained over 

forty head of cattle which included twenty cows, ten calves, 

one bull, and approximately sixteen oxen. One can only imagine the hardships faced 

along the way considering the animals' condition upon arrival in New Amstel. In another 

of the many letters from Alrichs to Stuyvesant the cattle are described as in poor 

condition and mostly lame. He goes on to state that many were slaughtered since they 

were not expected to survive. 

Colonial life was difficult and fraught with danger. Survival was in no way assured. 

Keeping the population healthy and supplying food and shelter were essential if 

Stuyvesant's plan to strengthen and develop New Amstel were ever to succeed. In 1655, 
he appointed Jean Paul Jacquet as Vice-Director and placed him in charge of its 

organization, governance, and planning. 

In actuality the planning of the community had begun before Jacquet's time. In 

1652, Peter Lourensen had received a lot approximately sixty feet wide and three 

hundred feet deep. The depth of this lot is interesting to note when compared with a 

present day map of New Castle. Three hundred feet is nearly the same measurement as 

the distance between Second and Third Streets. 

The security of Fort Casimir was of paramount importance to Vice-Director 

Jacquet. He therefore decreed 

that no building be erected in 

the immediate areas north, 

east, and west of the fort. 

Jacquet wanted a concentrated 

community to develop to the 

south. In 1655 he ordered that 

lots forty to fifty feet wide and 

one hundred feet deep be set 

along a new street, located behind 
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laid 01/t in /(,,!i~ wae :o 
feet wide and 300 feet 
deep. This mate.hes the 
appYoximate distanGc 
between SeGoYld and 
ThiYd .StYeets in 
pYesent-day New Castle. 

the houses which already existed on Lourensen's block 0 
almost exactly the distance between Th" d d F h • ne hundred feet matches 

tr an ourt Streets toda C • 
lot arrangements of 1652 and 1655 . h h Y· ompanng the . wit t e same area of toda' N C 1 •• 
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The map above 
indicates the 
improvements made 
by the Dutch in the 
later years of their 
control. Most of 
these features are 
apparent today in 
this area of New 
Castle. 
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The English Attack 
September 30, 1664 

NEW NETHERLAND 

The director who presided over the colony of New Amstel was Alexander 
D'Hinoyossa, a veteran of the Dutch West India Company's wars to conquer Brazil. 
Considered by some to be a harsh ruler, D'Hinoyossa had been successfully carrying 
on business with the English in Maryland with much of the profits winding up in his 
pocket. He was comfortable and New Amstel's future seemed bright. All this was about 

to change. 

In 1664, England took New Netherland. Naval and land forces under the command 

of Colonel Richard Nicholls, were dispatched by the Duke of York who claimed the 
land by the authority of the king. In Manhattan, Petrus Stuyvesant, facing overwhelming 
odds, accepted the English terms of surrender. Fort Orange fell a few days later. Nicholls 
sent Sir Robert Carr with two ships the 36-gun Guinea and the 10-gun William and 

Nicholas, along with more than one hundred thirty soldiers, to take Fort Casimir 
(renamed at that time Fort New Amstel). 

On September 30, 1664, Carr's flotilla sailed within range of Fort Casimir. 
D'Hinoyossa, believing that he had the support of the local population and his English 

friends in Maryland, had rejected Carr's terms of surrender. The orders were given and 
devastating salvos from the two warships splintered the riverfront walls of the fort. 
Returning fire from the fort's cannons had little effect. At the time of the attack, Fort 

Casimir's garrison consisted of thirty men. With their attention fixed on manning the 
guns against the ships' broadsides, they were unable to prevent one hundred thirty 

English troops from attacking the fort from the rear. With shrapnel flying, and under 
relentless musket fire, one third of the Dutch defenders were killed and wounded. 

Under hopeless conditions Fort Casimir capitulated. After the battle, English soldiers 

plundered the fort and the entire Delaware Valley. Carr took the best for himself, 
seizing D'Hinoyossa's land and property. 

The fall of the Dutch fortifications along the Delaware River brought to an end 
the glory days of New Netherland. For a brief period of one year and two months in 
1673, Dutch forces under the command of Admiral Cornelius Evertsen re-took New 
Netherland. Although Dutch rule was reinstated, government support for the restored 
colony was weak at best. In the end New Netherland was returned to the English as 

part of a treaty agreement. 

THE EDGE 0 F NEW 
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After Fort Casimir 
Influences of the Past 

NEW NETHERLAND 

Fort Casimir is long gone. The cannonballs that shattered its bastions have settled 

deep in the dust of history. Looking back what can be learned from its existence? 

As a fort, Casimir failed every time it was challenged. In 1654, the Dutch 

surrendered to the Swedes. In 1655, the Swedes surrendered to the Dutch. In 1664, 
the Dutch surrendered to the English. In 1673, the English surrendered to the Dutch, 

and in 1674, the English took it back again. Actually, Fort Orange in Albany, Fort 

Good Hope near Hartford, and Fort Amsterdam in Manhattan all fell well short of 

their defensive intent. This curious commonality can be explained by making a simple 

analogy. Forts are like the locks placed on boxes. The greater the perceived value of the 

contents the better the lock. The Dutch stone forts of Asia are still standing, as are 

many of the massive fortifications of 17m century Europe, while the North American 

installations have long since rotted away. In the final analysis, it all came down to the 

fact that guarding a box full of corn, beans, tobacco, and a few beaver pelts could not 

compare with the riches of the Orient or securing one's own country. Military priorities 

were placed where they provided the greatest advantage. In the case of the North 

American forts, the structures themselves seemed to state dominion not power, providing 

protection from Indian warfare, but little resistance against a full scale European-style 

assault. 

For the colonists, it seemed to matter little who was in charge as long as their lives 

could continue with as little hardship as possible. Fort Casimir failed, but the little 

settlement of Sandhook that evolved into a Swedish town and then into the larger 

community of New Amstel and finally New Castle, survived and flourished. This 

recurrent pattern of social stability over political domination seems to be a constant in 

human behavior and one that can be seen in all corners of the globe. 

The impact of history is in the influence it has on daily life. The 17m century 

presence of the Dutch in New Netherland and the Swedish/Dutch mix in the Delaware 

region can still be felt to this day. It runs much deeper than place names and facts in 

THE EDGE 0 F NEW NETHERLAND 

~istory hooks. It is embedded in the lifestyle of all who live . . 
Is an unconscious and hidd and work In the region. It 

en response to the past It .6 . 
of a question general busin . • may man1 est itself in the phrasing 

, ess practices, or a certain lack of fi al. . . . 
barely perceptible at first perhaps b ·t . h orm ity ln social situations, 

' ut i is t ere a subtl • d f 
once defined New Nethe l d , e remin er o the culture that ran . 

Arnoldus ~e la Grange built a windmill, circa 1681, 
on the inland side of the ruins of Fort Casimir. 
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Of all the stories connected with the colony and Fort Casimir the most bizarre 

and interesting was recorded by Per Lindestrom in his "Geographia Americae, pages 

162-163."The story is about an encounter between the Swedish governor, Johan Printz, . 

and a Rennapi Indian. Printz had shown this Indian a gold bracelet and asked if the 

Indian had any knowledge of such a substance. The Indian said he knew of a mountain 
were this same material could be taken from the ground. Printz wanted proof. After 
some time the Indian returned with a chunk of gold-bearing rock, the size of two fists. 

The gold was examined and found to be of good quality. The gold extracted from the 

rock was made into rings and bracelets. The Indian placed little value on the gold and 

Printz had been able to trade a few pieces of cloth for it. The greedy governor wanted 
more. When the Indian returned to his people and boasted of how he had obtained the 

cloth the chief was furious. Fearing that disclosure of the "mountain of gold" would 
bring ruin to his people, he ordered the Indian killed. The existence of the mountain 

has remained a mystery ever since. 

4. 
Comparisons 

N_ew ~iscoveries are what make the study of 
~1stoncal places and events so exciting and it 
is f:om t~at data that future historians and 
artists will build more convincing theories. 
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1905 Cooper Drawing of Fort Casimir 

Comparing Documentary Drawings 
Historical information can, and often, accumulates over time. Comparing the 

illustration made in 1905 for Alexander Cooper's book on Fort Casimir with my 2011 

drawing of the same fort, reflects the vastly different conclusions that can arise from 

an improved research base. It is doubtful that Cooper considered the European tradition 

from which any North American fort in the early colonial period would have evolved. 

I have spent 20 years studying the wooden forts built by the Dutch in New York State. 

I am an architect and historical artist deeply interested in how buildings fit together. 

The motivation driving my approach to Fort Casimir is entirely different than that of 

Mr. Cooper. 

Among the many divergent points between the two drawings is the interpretation 

of the stockade. The Cooper drawing depicts the fort atop a raised, geometrically perfect 

platform tightly surrounded by an enclosed fence of vertical boards. Historical records 

indicate that the stockade was linear in design and built along the riverbank. Cooper 

places the fort very near the river's edge. The Heite study locates the high ground of 

the site centered about three hundred and thirty feet from the shoreline. The site 
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2011 Tantillo Drawing of Fort Casimir 

topography alone makes a compelling ar ument , 
from the river and much I h g for the forts actual location away 

c oser to t e marsh. 

. . The Cooper drawing is a very literal translation f h . .. 
ngtdly sticking to that premise the b 'Id' . h' o t e Ltndestrom elevation. In 

l ___________________ u_i _ tn~gs wit In the fort reflect little in the way of 

~olonial architectural features. The wharf 

ts completely without precedent. The 

dock is ramped downward into the river 

(page 60), a disastrous situation 

considering the loading of barrels onto 

ships. The two drawings presented here 
are separated by one hundred and . stxyears 
of accumulating historical data. Side by 

side they could hardly be more dissimilar. 

... 
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Heite Contours from Latrobe Elevations 

Relationship of Fort Casimir to the Site 

There is evidence that strongly suggests the specific location of Fort Casimir. It 

can be derived from an interpretation of the stepped terrain feature depicted in Edward 

and Louise Heites' archeological study of 1986, as seeri on page 67. When I studied 

the configuration of contour lines on the drawing, the squared "high ground feature" 

struck me as man-made and intentional. "What's more, when a four-bastioned fon 

scaled from Per Lindestrom's 1655 drawing is positioned on the Heites' site feature, it 

fits almost perfectly. Coincidence perhaps, but intriguing none the less. In and of itself 

this is not definitive proof but it is certainly hard to ignore. 

T H E EDGE 0 F NEW NETHERLAND 
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Fort Casimir on High Ground crz·t v 
0, e reature 

-
A_Jour-bastion fort of approximately this 
sizefits well on the "h • h rg ground" site 
feature depicted on the Heites, 1986 
topographical contour map. 

The dimensions of this fort design are 
based on the 1655 drawing of Fort 
Casimir/Trinity by Per Lindest .. rom. 
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Lindestrom Elevation of 1655 

Comparing the Elevations 

Initially I thought that the 1655 Lindestrom's drawing was pure fiction. That it 
represented what he wished the fort was, not what it was in reality. The fort as drawn 

seemed rooted in an idealized notion of medieval fortifications and castles. That was 

my first impression anyway. Then I began to wonder why he would make something 

like that up. So if it wasn't whimsical what did it mean? The answer came after building 

an accurate digital model of a four-bastion fort in my computer. The dimensions I 

used were based on Lindestrom's scale. I placed my fort on an elevated plane as suggested 

by the Heite survey and included an outer fortified earthwork. When the model was 

complete and I rotated it to a full-on front elevation, I was astonished to see the 

remarkable resemblance it had to Lindestrom's drawing. It matched well enough to 

solve the mystery for me. 

THE EDGE 
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Tantillo Elevation of 2011 

In time others may find new information that will com I l . . 
other conclusions expressed in th· b k I . p ete y vo1d th1s and the 
that my work is just as susceptible ~o oo • acceptalt that possibility with the knowledge 

error as my ented pred N d" 
are what make the study of hi t ·ca1 l ecessors. ew tscoveries 

s on P aces and events 
so exciting and it is from that data that futur 
h· . e 

Istonans and artists will build more 
convincing theories. 
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EAST SECOND STREET, 1937. The ferry entrance and the Bull Hill section of town occupy the area 
near Fort Casimir. Two boats on the New Jersey side, at the top, are on their way to Delaware. At 
the lower left, a small gas station occupies the area that is now offices of the Municipal Services 
Commission on Chestnut Street. (Courtesy of Hagley Museum and Library.) 
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continuing a now 350-year-old tradition of building, preserving, adapting, 

even removing and altering their world. The future, of course, remains un

known, but if the past is any guide, New Castle will continue to change, 

which is what will always make the town a beautiful, living entity that seeks 

to balance celebrating the past with moving forward with the times. 

Modern aerial view of New Castle on the Delaware River. (Courtesy of New Castle 
Historical Society) 

A BRIEF HISTORY 
of NEW CASTLE 

Colonial Rivalries 

New Castle's origins lie in the competition among European nations for 

trade and settlement along the Delaware River. In 1609 Henry Hudson, an 

Englishman employed by the Dutch, discovered the Delaware Bay. In the 

years that followed, other Dutch sailors explored the bay and then journeyed 

further north up the Delaware River. They sailed among treacherous shoals 

and past a landscape of low-lying wetlands that melded into shallow waters 

close to shore, a habitat for muskrats, water fowl, and spawning fish. Then, 

rather suddenly, there came a bend in the river that on the western side 

revealed higher ground above a sandy shoreline. Dry land stood close to the 

river's natural channel and thus offered easy access to the shore. The Dutch

men called this sandy point Sandhoek. It was the future site of New Castle. 

The Dutch claimed the Delaware Bay and River, or, as they called it, the 

South River, by right of discovery. They built a trading post called Fort Nas

sau on the eastern bank, at the place that is now Gloucester, New Jersey. 

Their principal focus, however, was on the North River, now known as the 

Hudson. It was at the mouth of that river that in 1624 the Dutch West 

India Company established its American headquarters in the town of New 

Amsterdam. In the next decade the Dutch concentrated their efforts on New 
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Early map of Dutch area of trade and settlement from the South; or _Dela~are, River to 
the North, or Hudson, River. New Castle took root at the locat10n 1dent1fied on the 
map as Fort Kalimiris. (Courtesy of University of Delaware Library, Newark, Del.) 

_ Amsterdam and the North River. Sweden took advantage of the infrequent 

presence of Dutchmen on the South River, especially on its west side, to 

establish a colony of their own not far above the Sandhoek. In 1638, the 

Swedes purchased land from the Lenni Lenape Indians. The purchase includ

ed the point where two tributary rivers, the Christina and the Brandywine, 

join to flow into what we now call by the name later given by the English, the 

Delaware River. There the Swedes built a modest fort, called Fort Christina 

for their queen, and sent colonists from Sweden and Finland to establish 

farms along the river. 

The main attraction of the Delaware River region to both colonial nations 

was not colonizing for its own sake, but rather the lucrative fur trade with 

A Brief History of New Castle 

the native people. The contest between the 

Dutch and Swedes to monopolize that trade 

provoked conflict. In 1647 the Dutch West 

India Company sent a new director-general 

named Peter Stuyvesant to New Amsterdam. 

An aggressive military man, he was deter

mined to reclaim Dutch primacy on the 

Delaware River. On a reconnaissance sail up 

the river in 1651, Stuyvesant recognized the 

strategic importance of the Sandhoek, lo

cated as it was between the principal Swed

ish settlements and the sea, and decided to 

build a fort at the Sandhoek. 

Stuyvesant negotiated the purchase of the 

land that now encompasses New Castle from 

local Lenni Lenape chiefs and commanded 

Detail of Benjamin Ferris's Map of the 
Original Settlements on the Delaware ... 
with locations of Dutch and Swedish 
forts identified in red. (Courtesy of 
Delaware Historical Society) 

the soldiers who had come with him to the Sandhoek to build a modest fort 

there. The Dutch fort consisted of a blockhouse built of logs, probably sur

rounded by a palisade and a trench, and equipped with cannons. Stuyvesant 

named it Fort Casimir to honor a Dutch nobleman and military hero. Dur

ing the fort's construction Stuyvesant was called back to New Amsterdam to 

handle a serious Indian uprising. 

Thus, the fort was built quickly 

and rather shoddily. 

Nothing of Fort Casimir can 

be seen above ground today, 

but late-twentieth-century ar

chaeologists' discoveries suggest 

that_ the fort was located in the 

vicinity of Second and Chest

nut streets. Modern visitors may 

think that location to be rather 

far from the river bank, but silt 
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Full view of Ferris map, made for his book Original Settlements on the Delaware, pub
lished in 1845. (Courtesy of Delaware Historical Society) 

A Brief History of New Castle 

has added about an extra block of dry land 

to the town since the seventeenth century. 
0 oo 
0 

-, t1R 

" 
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Fort Casimir provided the impetus for 

the first European settlement of the imme

diate surrounding area. Next to the fore the 

Dutch built a village of small houses and 

shops. Like the fort, those buildings were 

constructed of wood, and all have vanished, 

but the footprint of the street they laid out 

(The Strand) remains in the present town. 

The first settlers came from Fort Nassau, 

New Amsterdam, and other parts of New 

Netherland. Over time small numbers of 

The earliest known view of the settle
ment that became New Castle is a 
detail of a map made by Swedish engi
neer Peter Lindestrom in 1654-55, and 
later copied by J.J. Alexander, showing 
the location of the fort and the sixteen 
houses built south of the fort. Re
printed in C.A. Weslager, The Swedes 
and Dutch at New Castle (Wilmington: 
Middle Atlantic Press, 1987) 

other Europeans seeking new opportunities 

or religious freedom came to the Dutch settlement on the Delaware. Though 

they were immigrants of different nationalities, the inhabitants got along to

gether and generally experienced no serious problems with the Indians, who 

often came to town to trade skins for manufactured goods. 

The leaders of the colonial governments of the competing European na

tions were less prone to peaceful relations than were the multi-national resi

dents at Fort Casimir. On Trinity Sunday in 1654 the Swedes successfully at

tacked and captured the unmanned Fort Casimir, and renamed it Fort Trin

ity. A year later, Peter Stuyvesant returned with a flotilla of ships and retook 

the fort. New Sweden was his next objective, and th.at small, poorly defended 

colony fell to the Dutch in 1655. The Hollanders now controlled the entire 

South River and its trade with the native people. With peace secured under 

the aegis of one nation, the town at Sandhoek saw a growth in trade with 

ships coming from Holland, from New Amsterdam, and from other Durch 

t;olonies, yet it remained a minor outpost of the Dutch empire. 

During its early years the village adjacent to Fort Casimir grew to include 

a school, a horse-powered gristmill, and a small brick kiln capable of supply

ing bricks for fireplaces and chimneys. Property near the fort was designated 

to be the "Market Plaine" where farmers, shippers, and townspeople could 
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. -
Delaware artist Nancy Sawin created this sketch of the town and Fort Casimir for C.A. 
Weslager's New Sweden on the Delaware. (Wilmington: Middle Atlantic Press, 1988) 

negotiate the sale of their goods. The Dutch government at New Amsterdam 

established a court at their outpost on the South River. A schout, or as the 

English would say, sheriff, was appointed to enforce the laws, and the court 

met in the fort to resolve civil and criminal cases. Thus the town began its 

long history as a center of law and government. 

The marshy landscape along the lower Delaware River was a terrain famil

iar to the Dutch, not unlike their low-lying, flood-prone lands at home, so it 

was natural for them to build earthen dikes near Fort Casimir to hold back 

the water of the river and to drain marshland. They established a land con

nection to the Swedish settlement on the Christina River by building a dike 

over marshland north of the fort to form the platform of a roadway. Farms 

were established nearby that provided grain, vegetables, and animals to feed 

the residents, as well as some tobacco for local consumption and for trade. 

Farm produce was sold in the village. In the years of Dutch rule, the fort 

served as the storehouse for imported goods and for goods awaiting export 

shipment. 

In 1656 the City of Amsterdam took control of the settlement on the South 

River and renamed it New Amstel to honor the river that flows through the 

A Brief History of New Castle 
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Map of changes to New Castle's shoreline over time created by James L. Meek for the 
website of the New Castle Center for Historic Architecture Project. (Courtesy of James 
L Meek) 

Dutch capital of Amsterdam. This arrangement is unique in the colonial his

tory of the United States. Never before or since did a city own an American 

colony. The city took its ownership seriously and sent over several shiploads 

of settlers. Some of the new arrivals settled in the town, while others took 

up farming nearby. By then the fur trade was nearly exhausted, and tobacco 

had become the major cash producer, especially in _the English colonies along 

the Chesapeake Bay of Virginia and nearby Maryland. A road was laid out to 

link New Amstel to Maryland, and the Dutch seized upon the opportunity 

to import enslaved Africans to New Amstel: some to be sold to the English 

in Maryland; a few to serve in the Dutch colony. Slaves, tobacco, and beer

making helped to make the small colony less dependent. 

Meanwhile, across the ocean England was looking to expand its empire in 

North America by connecting its Chesapeake and New England colonies at 
the expense of their rivals in trade and colonization, the Dutch. Toward that 
end Ki · 

' ng Charles II granted to his brother, James, Duke ofYork and Albany, 

lands that became the states of New York and New Jersey. James, in his capac-
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ity as Lord High Admiral of the English Navy, had but to send his navy to 

America to take them. In 1664 the duke's fleet, consisting of four warships 

led by Colonel Richard Nicholls, seized New Amsterdam from an angry but 

powerless Peter Stuyvesant and renamed it New York. 

Although the Dutch colony on the west bank of the Delaware River had 

not been included in the duke's grant, Nicholls did not hesitate to send two 

of his ships under the command of Sir Robert Carr to capture New Amstel. 

When the Dutch offered resistance, the English landed troops just down

stream from the fort. The soldiers marched to Fort Casimir's lightly defended 

land side and stormed the barricade. Three Dutch soldiers were killed and 

ten were wounded in the assault. 

The Delaware River Valley, indeed the entire east coast of North America 

from the future state of Maine to that of Georgia, was now controlled by 

the English. One age of colonization had ended; another was coming into 

being. A simple, but not incorrect, way to imagine what had happened along 

the west bank of the Delaware River is to envision the well-known image of 

the small fish being eaten by the medium-sized fish, who is then consumed 

by the big fish. Now substitute New Sweden, New Netherland, and finally 

Britain's American colonies. 

The absence of a title from the king to the west bank of the Delaware River 

did not inconvenience the duke or his representatives in America. It may, 

however, help account for the decision in 1665 to adopt the name of New 

Castle for the village. In that same year King Charles promoted William Cav

endish, Earl of Newcastle, to become Duke of Newcastle. The name "New 

Castle" would most certainly have won the king's approval and may have 

eased Charles's acceptance of his brother's extension of his proprietorship to 

include the Delaware property. 

The Duke ofYork's proprietorship lasted from 1664 until 1682, except for 

a brief interruption in 1673-7 4 when the Dutch retook the town during yet 

another conflict with the English. Under the duke's control, New Castle was 

the largest of the few small settlements on the Delaware River. The duke's 

government inherited a village of several hundred people, who were, regard-
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less of nationality, encouraged to retain 

their homes and lands. Their magistrates 

and basic form of government were also 

carried forward, subject to oversight 

from the duke's government in New York 

and the introduction of English law. In 

1672 New Castle became a balywick to 

be governed by a bayley, or bailiff, ap

pointed from New York, along with six 

assistants to be elected by the townsmen. 

Thus began the first glimmer of democ

racy in what had hitherto been a series of 

autocratic colonial administrations. 

Under the duke's government, New 

Castle's residents were largely left to 

manage their own affairs, subject to 

infrequent oversight from New York, 

but they lost the right to engage in di

rect trade to and from across the seas. 

Trade now focused on New York, where 

all cross-Atlantic ships were required to 

dock. New Castle was reduced to being 

the larger colony's subsidiary. Imported 

goods had to come via New York, and all 

crops, skins, and tobacco had to be sent 

to New York for export. Street names of 
that period such as Beaver, Otter, and 

Hay bear witness to New Castle's eco
nomic base. 

The to , l wns setters and visitors m-
cluded p l f . eop e O various religions and 
.. nicities p • l l ' arucu ar y Dutch Calvin-

WHAT'S IN A NAME 

In the year 1080, fourteen years 

after William the Conqueror had 

sailed from Normandy to seize con

trol of England, his son, known as 

Robert Cuthose, built a wooden fort 

on the River Tyne in northeastern 

England. His fort, like the Roman 

Wall, which had its eastern termi

nus nearby, was intended to protect 

against the Scots. A century later 

the crumbling fort was replaced by 

a new castle constructed of stone. 

The town that grew up around the 

fortification was thus called New

castle-on-Tyne. As the principal 

harbor in an area that later came 

to be dominated by collieries, the 

English language gained the expres

sion "to bring coals to Newcastle," 

which means to bring a commod

ity to a place that already has it in 
abundance. 

William Cavendish, the first 

Duke of Newcastle (1593-1676) 

was a courtier who served as tu

tor to Prince Charles, later King 

Charles II. Cavendish taught the 

prince to be a gentleman, gracious 

to the ladies, a good horseman, and 

a capable politician and warrior. 

Learning from books was not em

phasized. The prince took to this 

approach and learned his lessons 
well. 

The English spell the town 

and the noble tide as one word: 

Newcastle. In America it became 

two words: New Castle. 

9 
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ists, Swedish and Finnish Lutherans, and English Anglicans, as well as a few 

Roman Catholics and at least one Jew. Despite or perhaps because of its 

diversity, the merchants and tradesmen who made up the town got along well 

together and experienced little crime or disharmony. 

During the Duke of York years the town's population continued to vary 

depending upon economic conditions. The loss of cross-oceanic trade en

sured that the town never reached the significance it had achieved by the 

end of the Dutch period. Although New Castle's appearance changed little, 

there were some signs of development. A church, now lost, was built, and the 

market square became more defined. In the 1670s the decaying Fort Casimir 

was replaced by a new wooden blockhouse that was constructed near the 

market on land that is now occupied by Immanuel Church to serve as both 

a military and administrative headquarters. The blockhouse held a few small 

cannon, a jail, and offices. It was the place where the court met to decide 

cases not only involving New Castle residents, but also disputes and crimes 

coming out of the surrounding countryside. In other words, this period saw 

Map of New Amstel townsite, drawn by Louise Heite for her thesis, "New Castle under 
the Duke of York ... , " University of Delaware, 1978. (Courtesy of New Castle Historical 

Society) 
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the beginnings of New Castle County and made the town a county seat. In 

the Duke of York years, New Castle lost some of its commercial significance, 

but it was becoming a government center. That development set the stage for 

the town's future. 

The Penn Period 

No event in New Castle's history is more famous than the ceremony that 

took place on October 27, 1682, when the Duke of York's magistrates trans

ferred the colony to William Penn. The event marked a major turning point, 

not only for the town, but also for the creation of the State of Delaware. 

William Penn was an aristocrat by birth, the son of an English admiral. At 

twenty-three he rejected his family's Anglican faith and warrior heritage to 

embrace the Quaker religion, which emphasized peaceful relations and social 

equality. When the admiral died, Peu'n inherited a substantial debt that King 

Charles II owed to his deceased father. Rather than demand money, in 1680 

William Penn asked for a grant of land in America to establish a refuge for 

the persecuted Quakers. That grant is now the State of Pennsylvania. 

At first, seeing Pennsylvania's proximity to his New Castle colony down 

river, the duke and his representatives were apprehensive about the Dela

ware colony's future. To assuage those fears, it was decided in London to 

draw a twelve-mile circle from New Castle to protect the duke's colony from 

ancroachment by Penn's colony. The survey was made from the top of the 

broad dike adjacent to the town, which is now commemorated by a marker 

at the intersection of Third and Chestnut streets. Subsequently, in 1752, the 

lr,relve-mile circle was resurveyed from the courthouse in New Castle, but in 

1681 that building had not as yet been built. 

Th~ king's large gift of real estate to William Penn offered everything a 

fropnetor could • h f. • h • w1s or, wlt one excepuon: the Province of Pennsylvania 
lacked direct h access to t e sea. To get that, Penn needed the Duke of York's 
(;olony on the D l • h. fi. e aware River and Bay. Fortunately for Penn, the duke was 

Is nend and was a bl th kin , b mena e to e Quaker proprietor's request. Thus, the 
gs rather transfer d h. h • and b re is t ree counties along the west bank of the river 

ay to Penn. The n Q ak • ew u er owner called the three counties, each with 

11 
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li,..-l. '4--~ - .v..: __ 
~;.....-..----, - . of five front doors and fanlights 

rural types and styles over 

time. Grand high-style 

houses of the affluent 

stand side by side with the 

medium-sized houses of 

the middle class and the 

smaller-sized less embel

lished but solid houses of 

the working class. Archi

tect-designed structures 

intermingle with pattern

book and vernacular 

styles from eighteenth

century Georgian to the 

bungalows and Colonial 

Revivals of the twentieth 

century. 

Audrey Rooney s drawmi . and Federal era styles that 
illustrates the variety of eorlg1aSn . with the door of the 

11 b • New Cast e tarting 1 
can sti e seen tn b • ou can trace the evo u-

Frontier New Castle: 

Amstel House in the Jeter o~toi:~Jier Georgian emphasis 
tion of door surroun s romd't e t to the lighter Federal 

Edge of Empire 
Before we consider 

1 • al ·1 sters and pe imen s ,f 
on c ass1c P1 a f: 1. h d sidelights. (Courtesy o 
look that used larger an ~g ts an New Castle as it is today, 

we should pause for re

f what no longer stands. The older the place, 

New Castle Historical Socrety) 

b ance-for the memory o . . all 
mem r . J: l S metimes buildings are mtenuon y 

l • h opportumty ror oss. o . 
the onger is t e b f hanging tastes or economic 

ld ak way for new ecause o c 
destroyed, as o m es 1 h h natural disasters such as 
circumstances. Sometimes buildings are ost t roug ted to last forever. 

fl d d etimes buildings are not crea 
fires or oo s, an som . h h b ·td· s of its first fifty years 

, ·1 fl begins wit t e Ul mg 
New Castles tra1 o oss nt structures, 
• . d h ther private houses, governme 

or so, its frontier per10 -w e . What doomed the 
all b have vanished from our view. . 

or churches- ut one h transfers of polin-
f m that turbulent period was not t e many 

structures ro 
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cal power, usually accompanied by religious or linguistic change, but rather 

what they were made of: wood. From Fort Casimir to William Penn's first 

courthouse, early New Castle was a world of wood, usually unseasoned or 

"green" wood that lacked strength and durability. As in all frontier communi

ties, the first buildings were erected hurriedly with inadequate materials that 

were not designed to stand the test of time. 

In the seventeenth century, trees, indeed forests of hardwoods, stood close 

by, but New Castle, situated in a flat area of slow-moving streams, lacked a 

source of strong running water to power a sawmill. For early New Castilians, 

transforming that forest resource, first into logs and then into squared tim

bers, boards, or roof shingles, required great manual labor. The earliest tools 

settlers would have used were the ax and adze. The first mention of a sawmill 

comes in 1664, but that term would. have meant a saw set within a frame 

powered at each end by a man. One man stood in a pit while the other stood 

atop the log or squared timber. Up and down the saw would go, cutting only 

on the downward motion. This slow, labor-intensive process limited local 

production. Timber could be brought in by boat, but few, if any, water

powered sawmills existed in the Delaware Valley until late in the seventeenth 

century. Kilns , or ovens, for drying lumber also came later. Indeed, the kiln

dried,-standardized sizes oflumber we know today date only from the second 

half of the nineteenth century. 

In comparison to other materials, though, timber and lumber supply 

seemed positively abundant. The old assertion that bricks arrived in New 

Castle, as in other early trading centers, as ballast in European ships has 

largely been discredited. Fort Casimir had a brick kiln, the records tell us, by 

the late 1650s, but it was a small, rudimentary affair, producing only enough 

bricks to build chimneys. Then the brickmaker died, and the kiln remained 

cold for a time, forcing settlers to beg that bricks and other supplies be sent 

to them. Bricks could be obtained from a greater distance, most particularly 

from New Amsterdam/New York or further up the Hudson River, but the 

Dutch settlement on the Delaware was initially expected to be as self-suffi

cient as possible; it was to be a net exporter, not importer. A large commercial 
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The Stuyvesant Years: The Fractious Fifties 

there [the Delaware], they would also attempt to occupy from behind 
this River [the Hudson] between the Colony [of Rensselaerswijck] and 
this place [Manhattan]. And thus divert the entire trade and separate 
the Colony of Rensselaerswijck from this place [Manhattan]."8 In 
other words, he feared that the English, particularly the aggressive and 
determined New Haven people, would learn what the Dutch already 
knew: that one of the several origins of the Delaware River was the east 
branch, which originated some sixty miles southwest of Fort Orange 
and Rensselaerswijck (somewhere east of today's Oneonta, New 
York, and west of Kingston), and that whoever controlled the upper 
Delaware Valley would also have access to the Mohawk Indians and the 
fur trade operating out of Fort Orange, today's Albany, New York. It 
was a daunting thought. 

In 1650, at Hartford, Stuyvesant was able to defuse this threat by 
persuading the colonies of Plymouth, Massachusetts, and Connecticut 
to agree that any future incursion of the New Haven people into the 
Delaware would be unacceptable and that no English settlement there 
would be defended in the case of Indian attack. With his mind at rest 
about this matter, he now invaded the South River, literally dismantled 
Fort Nass au, bought land from the Indians on the auspicious west shore 
of the Delaware, south of Fort Christina, and moved what he salvaged 
from Fort Nassau to this site, today's New Castle, Delaware. He thus 
deftly turned a geographical disadvantage to a commanding advantage. 
He called it Fort Casimir. 

Two years later, in 1652, the first of several Anglo-Dutch wars broke 
out in Europe, and Stuyvesant'.5 concerns reverted to the Hudson and 
the defense of New Amsterdam against possible attack from England or 
New England. Just as this war ended in 1654, and while Stuyvesant's back 
was still turned from the South River, the Swedes under a new governor 
overwhelmedFortCasimironMay30, 1654, Trinity Sunday. They renamed 
it Fort Trefaldighet, the Swedish word for trinity. Again not a shot was fired. 

The directors in Amsterdam were furious and ordered Stuyvesant 
to do his utmost to drive the Swedes out of the Delaware once and for 
all-which he did sixteen months later with the help of 200 soldiers 
and the warship De Waegh, chartered by the WIC from Amsterdam 
city. To repay this debt, the WIC granted Amsterdam all the land on 
the west side of the Delaware, and eventually the whole of the river, 
and here Amsterdam formed its own colony within the colony of New 
Netherland, called New Amstel, in the state of Delaware, today. 
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8. i.e., aye. 

9. The Swedish patronymic for: Christina the daughter of 
Carl. 

10. Written in the hand of Matthias Nicolls. 

21:50 {TESTIMONY OF JOHN ANDERSON IN THE SUIT 
BETWEEN JACOB VAN DER VEER AND THOMAS 
HARWOOD]l 

All the Dealings that wy have haede, have y Declared For 
the Corret att the Sandhoeck2, that Mr. Harwordt have solld me 
Fiyff Ells penneston For one bever and tree Ells dyffels For 
one beaver, that this ,is the truth testeffey y whitt my one3 
hand heer under ritten. 
Datum Christina the 16 Agusty Anno 1679 

{Signed:] John Anderson 

Further Doe y testiffey that 
y have boegt For twenty Schepell 
Wheat one peas off Linnen. 

1. A few lines have been lost at the top of this document 
due to trimming. 

2. Zand Hoek was the Dutch name for the neck of land upon 
which Fort Casimir stood. The reference here is to the 
court at New Castle. 

3. i.e., own. 

21:51 {PETITION OF ARNOLDUS DE LA GRANGE CONCERNING 
TINICUM ISLAND]l 

To His Excellence Sir Edmund Andros Knight Lieut. and Governor 
General! under his Royall Highnesse of all his Territories in 
America 

The humble Petition of Arnoldus De La Grange Sheweth That 
your Petitioners father Joost De La Grange heretofore of Del
aware did agree with and buy of Juffro Armgart Prince Attorney 
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[LETTER FROM THE COUNCIL TO PETRUS STUYVESANT AT THE 
SOUTH RIVER ADVISING HIM ON FURTHER ACTIONS AGAINST 

THE SWEDES) 

May God be praised and thanked. With I I we 
have heard of your fortunate I I of Fort Casamier 
without I I or bloodshed by an accord I I 
and useful for the encouragement of the I J easier 
to bring into submission. We hope that you have before the 
arrival of this, through God's assistance, brought it to pass 
that the Swedish people have submitted and surrendered Fort 
cris[tinaJ. 

Since we see by your letter [that you intend) to proceed 
slowly, partly to spare the men and partly to ask our advice 
[in regard to the point] mentioned in your letter, this shall 
then serve as a reply to it with advice on the I 
point, as follows: 

If Almighty God should deliver Fort Cr[istina) into your 
hands, then level it; strengthen and I I Casamier; 
and [ , I all the Swedes from the South River, 
especially all those who are in I J or from whom 
one might I J trouble in the future [if ·they were 
allowed to remain]; because a conquered or [vanquished) people 
are not to be trusted when the opportunity arises, as has been 
demonstrated in Brazil [and) I I , but I 
not to take I I the innocent inhabitants I 

] to divide I I them there in future I 
J [our] advice would be: if Fort Cristina should fall into 

your hands without bloodshed, then level it, as previously stated; 
and expel the Swedes from there. 

However, since Almighty God has remarkably delivered us 
here from a general massacre by the Indians, and for our manifold Es has nevertheless allowed.the Indians to destroy many farms 

murder many people, it would in our opinion be advisable, 
the preservation of what is most important and for the 

aolation of the inhabitants, that you condescend to arrange, 
as soon as possible, some provisional contract with the governor, 
,:pncerning the fort and the lands of Cristina, with· the most 
favorable conditions possible for this country and which honor 
allows; and to return here at the first opportunity with the 
thips and men in order to preserve what is still left. Other
wi■e, all the farms and places in the country shall be abandoned, 
the grain and fodder ruined, the livestock destroyed; and it is 
to be feared that many other [inconveniences] might arise so 
tMt [there will be great trouble and suffering) in the community. 
lf we are not able to [ ] some supplies for [ 
i I militia, about which we have already made some agreement ! .. ~ Messers. Goudjer 1 and [W I , I J 

-11 be able to receive little. 

-• As to the requested advice, we can[not) say [more] for the 
~.••nt, but think ourselves unfit [ J shall make 
-r-ficient judgments which best serve the commonality. 
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My Lord, we would continue this but are hindered by constant 
business, alarms, and by being day and night under arms; officers 
and citizens both. We shall close and most respectfully and 
earnestly request you to return here as quickly as possible with 
your accompanying troops · (leaving at Casamier a garrison of no 
more men than is necessary), for we and the citizens all must 
stand I ] and are day and night I I 
with patrols, watches, rounds, and helping to save livestock and 
grain. All of this we hope you have taken seriously into 
consideration. I shall resolve together with the remaining 
councillors I ] the best ..• 
I the remaining 14 lines are too damaged to translate 

18: 14 [LETTER FROM PETRUS STUYVESANT ON THE SOUTH RIVER 
TO THE COUNCIL REPORTING ON THE PROGRESS OF THE 

EXPEDITION AGAINST NEW SWEDEN) 

Honorable, Prudent and Very Lords. 

No, 2 We departed on Sunday, a week ago today, after attending 
church. The following day about three hours after noon we sailed 
into the bay of the South River. A calm and an unfavorable-tide 
kept us from sailing upriver until Thursday. We anchored before 
the abandoned Swedish Fort Elsburch, where we mustered and 
divided our small force into five companies. On Friday morning, 
wind and tide being favorable, we weighed anchor. We passed 
Fort Casimier about eight or nine o'clock without any display of 
hostility on either side, and anchored the distance of a salute 
gun's shot above the said fortress. We landed our men immediately 
and sent Capt. Lt. Smith with a drummer into the fortress to 
demand restitution of our property. The commander requested a 
delay until he had communicated with Governor Rysinghr his 
request was denied. Meanwhile, with 50 men drawn from our 
companies, we occupied the roads to Christina. The commander, 
Schuts, was warned by a second message that in order to prevent 
bloodshed and other grief he should not await the attack of our 
troops which will be covered by our cannons. In reply, the 
commander requested permission to speak with us; which was grant~t 
He met us in the marshland about halfway between the fortress 
and our not yet completed battery. He immediately requested that 
he be allowed to dispatch an open letter to the governor which 
would be shown to us. His request was firmly denied and he left 
discontented. After this the troops advanced to the marshland 
in sight of the fort. In the meantime, our works were raised 
about a man's height above the thicket, and the fortress was 
summoned for the last time. He humbly requested a delay until 
morning; this was granted because we could not be ready with our 
battery that evening or the following night, in order to advance 
closer under its cover, The following morning the commander 
came out and surrendered to us under the conditions sent herewith, 
About midday our force marched in; and today we offered 
insufficient thanks at our first church service. God's hand has 
visibly been with us: in weather, good success, and the weakenin~ 
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of our opponents. Therefore, it is requested and ordered that 
God may be thanked and praised for it not only on the usual da• 
of service but on a special day to be specified by you, and thi 
further prayers be offered so that His Majesty may be pleased t 
accompany us with his further support and blessing. 

d . ? 
Yeater ay about midday, during the deliverance of the 

fortress, the factor, Elswyck, came down from Fort Christina. 
He amicably requested, in the name of the director, the ceasoni 
for our coming and the orders ·of our superiors. "To take and 
hold what belongs to us," was our answer. He asked us to be 
content with what has been accomplished without advancing furtl 
upon the other Swedish fortress, and employed first persuasive 
arguments and fraternal discourses that were later mingled witl 
threats: {blank] "hodie mihi eras tibi, "1 which were countere. 
according (to circumstances.] Meanwhile, our small force ~i l l 
o~f tomorrow or the day after. My intention is to proceed slo, 
with our approach, partly to spare our men and partly to r ecei, 
your honors' advice and opinions on the first and last orders ~ 
instructions from the directors concerning that point1 which wl 
~hen be 7xpected by post with the bearer of this. For your hor 
information, a copy of their letter to me is sent herewith whic 
you may please compare with the last general letter on that pol 
and impart to us their advice thereon,2 

In the meantime, I shall, together with Mr. Sille and Capt 
Coningh, carry on to the best of our ability, In closing I she 
commend you to God's protection and shelter, and remain 

At Fort Casimier 

the 12th Sept, 1655 Your Honor's affectionate fr ,i•nd 

P. Stuyvesant 

[P,S. • in Stuyvesant's hand] 

About 30 Swedes have placed themselves under our authorit~ 
and requested permission to go to Manhattan; you are to expect 
them shortly. 

18: 15 

Use them kindly; I hope that more shall follow. 

CAPITULATION OR [CONDITIONS) UNDER WHICH FORT CASIMIER 
HAS BEEN SURRENDERED BY THE COMMANDER SVEN SCHOUTE 2NTO 
THE HANDS OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL PETRUS STUYVESANT 

No. 3 First, the commander shall, whenever it may please him 
and he has the opportunity by arrival of private vessels or 
vessels belonging to the Crown, be permitted to carry away out 
of Fort Casimier, the Crown's cannons both large and small; 
consisting, according to the declaration of the commander, of f 
iron-pounders and five shot-pieces, i.e., four small and one la 
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All persons are further expressly forbidden to sell any 
strong drink to the Indians whereby they may be reduced to a 
state of drunkenness, on the penalty thereto prescribed at 
Manhattan.2 Also, that no one shall at~empt to sell or trade any 
goods which are distributed to the soldiers on penalty that the 
same goods shall be taken back for the use of the honorable 
Company and the value thereof in addition. 

25 December 

Whereas the honorable lord, Jaquet, has examined the condition 
of this fort, casemier, and not found the same as expected; there
fore, we the undersigned at the aforesaid lord's request have 
inspected the same and found the fort to be completely decayed in 
its walls and batteries and that the aforesaid fort, if a good 
work is to be made of it, must be rebuilt from the ground up 
since the outer work has for the most part already fallen down 
and that which still stands must necessarily fall since it has 
been torn open and dislocated as a result. The signatories . 
promise at any time to confirm by oath that the above-written is 
truthful. Done at Fort Casemiris on the date as above. For 
which reason we have signed this with our usual signatures. 

Was signed: Elmerhuysen Cleyn, Dirck Smit, Gysbert Braey, Hans 
Hopman, A. Hudde. Below was written: acknowledged by me A. 
Hudde, secretary. 

22 Decemb~r3 

We the undersigned declare to have inspected the crops which 
Dirck Smit ordered sown and cultivated. They are far less than 
the aforesaid Smit has reported to have sown, and Andries Hudde 
declares, moreover, that not four morgens of land have been.sown, 
including several private lots of which he has taken hold without 
orders and for which no claim can be made. Thus done, attested 
and signed by us in good faith; being prepared to confirm this 
by oath. It was signed: Gysbart Braey, Hans Hopman and Andries 
Hudde. 

28 December 16S5 

Several sachems of this river came into casamier and requeste4 
an audience to make some proposals. It was granted them in the I 
presence of the honorable vice-director, Andries Hudde, Gysbert 
Bray, Elmerhuysen Cleyn, sander Boyer and several others. Their 
first proposal, after they had been welcomed by the vice-director, 
was, 

First, that some promises had been made to them by the former 
commandant, Dirick Smit, concerning the expansion of trade at 
higher prices. 

They were answered: that the honorable vice-director had just 
arrived and could not know what had been done by his predecessors 
concerning this, but that there was concensus to live with them 
in friendship and fraternal love just as in the past and -to preven1 
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as far as it ~oncerned him, causes for unrest and discord7 and if 
anything might have been done there through ignorance, it should 
be regarded as not having been done. This they accepted. 

Secondly, they requested, with great circumstance and agreeable 
utterances, changes in the trade; desiring one piece of cloth, 
for two deer, and so forth with other goods in proport i on . . 
They were answered: that his honor had not come to establish 
regulations for this but that t hey were left free to do as they 
pleased, and that they may go wherever their purse enabled them 
and where the goods were to their liking. This they also accepted . 
Moreover, they requested that since it had been customary to 
present the chiefs with some gifts, it would be most appropriate 
now for the confirmation of this treaty. They were answered, 
and the honorable lord informed them of the scarcity of goods, 
but that he was very much inclined, as mentioned previously, to 
live with them in friendship: that he would do whatever present 
circumstances allowed; and that they should deliver two or three 
in three days. 

29 December 

After communicating the foregoing articles and proposals of 
the Indians to the people living at Fort Casemier, they accepted 
them with satisfaction, and willingly assented to the honorable 
vice-director's request; each in accordance with .their signature 
to the following subsidy, except for Isack Israel and Isack 
Cardose who object to doing the same, and prefer to leave the 
river and cease trading .rather than help maintai n the peace of 
this river along with the other good inhabitants. Following is 
a list of those who have promised contributions, to wit: 

To the honorable Company for 
four shares . . . ............ . . f58 __ , __ , 

To the Lord Jaquet .......... fr« __ l0 __ ,, 

To Andries Hudde •... • ...•••. f10 __ 10 __ ,, 

To Dr. Jacop4 ............... f1J_,, __ ,_, 

To Elmerhuysen Cleyn ........ fl4 __ , , __ ,, 

To Thomas Bruyn ....... . ..... f 9 ,, __ ,, 

To Willem Maurits .....•..... f 9 __ ,, __ ,, 

To Jan Eeckhoff ...•......... f 9 __ ,, __ ,, 

To Cornelia Maurits ......•.• f 1J __ ,, __ ,, 

To Harman Jan$en••••••••••••f 9 __ ,, __ ,, 

To Sander Boyel' • . ••••.•...•• f 9 __ , , __ ,, 

To Jan Flamrnan .............. flJ __ ,, __ ,, 

To Oloff steurs .••••........ f 6 __ ,,_. _,, 
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The community was also requested to cut some palisades foe 
the fort since it is necessary for the common defense that the 
fort be covered on the outside with palisades. To this they 
unanimously assented. 

Proclamation 

Whereas heretofore many and frequent complaints have been made 
about the damage done on the farms located near Fort Casemier 
which has been caused mainly through the lack of good fences, 
with which the plantations and lots have not been well provided1 
also, that some plantations and lots are unenclosed, the own~rs 
whereof, being absent, have not been able to enclose them, like
wise, others who have taken on more land than they can manage, 
and since it is apparent that it shall become worse in the 
future if nothing is done about it1 therefore! Vice-Director 
Jaquet, wishing to prevent any further complaints, has ordered, 
as he hereby does order, that each and everyone who has plan
tations or lots shall be informed to protect the same within the 
period of the next three months, being until the end of February, 
with a good, solid fence, and whosoever shall be found.negligent 
after the expiration of the aforesaid time, shall be fined the 
sum of f10 the first time, and if still in default seven days 
after the date he shall be fined the sum of twenty guilders, and 
if still remaining in default after the expiration of another 
seven days following, he, being considered to have an obstinate 
disposition, shall be deprived forever of his lands which shall 
be at the disposal of the honorable Company to parcel out to 
others, This order shall be strictly obeyed and executed so that 
complaints may cease and everyone may make use of.his efforts 
unimpeded and undiminished, for which reason the inspectors of the 
community, who have been appointed thereto, are expressly ordered 
to direct their complete attention to this on penalty of a double 
fine if they are negligent, because this is found to be for t~e 
good of the community. Thus done and confirmed in Fort Cas~mir 
on the South River of New Netherland this 27th of November 1n 
the year 1656. 

29 November 

Jan Picolet appears before the council contra Tomas Broyen 
and requests payment for a camp bed. Tomas Broen appears and 
contends that he borrowed the camp bed but did not buy it. 

The parties -have been ordered to come to an agreement or the 
defendant shall bring in further proof that he borrowed it. 

Willem Mourits appears contra Jan Picolet and requests pay
ment for some goods amountingtol4 guilders, 8 Stivers. 

The defendant appears and acknowledges the debt, and also 
promises to pay .it. 

J acob Crabbe appears contra Jan Jurianssen and requests 
payment of 9 guilders, 16 stivers. The defendant is absent, 
having been sent out in the service of the Company. 
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Proclamation 

Whereas it is apparent that this river stands to acquire a good 
reputation from its tobacco, and people would be motivated to 
settle here, if care were taken that the same [tobacco] be pack~ 
in as good condition as possible, and all deception~ which could 
be used therein, prevented as much as possible; and whereas the 
same cannot come about unless attention be paid thereto and it 
therefore, the honorable Vice-Director Jaquet upon the previous 
nomination of the community, has authorized and sworn the perso111 
of Moens Andriesz and Willem Maurits, who shall be obligated to 
inspect all tobacco before the same may be delivered or exported 
and to certify for whom it was inspected and by whom it was • 
deli~ered: and if it should happen that some are not willing to 
submit to the aforesaid inspectors because they consider them
selves sufficiently competent foe that purpose, and the same 
cannot have any other effect than to infringe greatly upon good 
orders therefore, the honorable Vice-Director Jaquet desiring 
to ~revent all disorder and following therein the ad~irable 
ordinance established at Manhattan,14 does hereby ordain, order 
and COffil!'and_all inhabitants residing here on the river that they, 
from this time forth, not attempt to deliver or receive, much · 
less export, any tobacco unless they previously obtain a cert i f ic 
from the authorized inspectors: ten stivers to be paid for each 
hundred pounds of inspected tobacco: 6 stivers by the receiver 
and ~our Stivers by the deliverer; and all this on the penalty 
of fifty guilders for the first offense and in proportion for the 
second and third: and persons informing of the same shall receive 
twenty gu~lders and their names shall be concealed. Eve ryone mus 
conduct -himself accordingly. Thus done and confirmed in Fort 
Casemier on the South River of New Netherland this 12th of 
December. 

18 December 

Moens Andr iesz and Willem Moue its appeared before the councl: 
and took the following oath, 

We the undersigned promise and swear that we shall act to 
the best of our knowledge in inspecting tobacco not allowing 
ourselves to be misled by cunning or craft or gifts but to 
conduct ourselves equally and justly to each and ev;ryone, the 
buyer as well as the seller . So help us God Almighty. 

20 December 

Isack Allerton appears contra Lourens Pieters and requests 
eleven deerskins in payment 1orl:Inen s i nce he sold it on three 
days' time and now one month has already passed. 

The defendant replies that he gave an Indian one double 
h~ndful of.powder an~ a bar ot lead for which he promised to give 

_him deer~k1ns, and ~1nce the same Indian did not return, he failed 
thereby in his promise; but he will pay him as soon as the Indian returns. 
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The community was also requested to cut some palisades for 
the fort since it is necessary for the common defense that the 
fort be covered on the outside with palisades. To this they 
unanimously assented. 

Proclamation 

Whereas heretofore many and frequent complaints have been made 
about the damage done on the farms located near Fort Casemier 
which has been caused mainly through the lack of good fences, 
with which the plantations and lots have not been well provided1 
also, that some plantations and lots are unenclosed, the owners 
whereof, being absent, have not been able to enclose them, like
wise, others who have taken on more land than they can manage, 
and since it is apparent that it shall become worse in the 
future if nothing is done about it, therefore 1 Vice-Director 
Jaquet, wishing to prevent any further complaints, has ordered, 
as he hereby does order, that each and everyone who has pl~n
tations or lots shall be informed to protect the same within the 
period of the next three months, being until the end of February, 
with a good, solid fence, and whosoever shall be found.negligent 
after the expiration of the aforesaid time, shall be fined the 
sum of f10 the first time, and if still in default seven days 
after the date he shall be fined the sum of twenty guilders, and 
if still remaining in default after the expiration of another 
seven days following, he, being considered ~o have an ~bstinate 
disposition, shall be deprived forever of his lands which shall 
be at the disposal of the honorable Company to parcel out to 
others. This order shall be strictly obeyed and executed so that 
complaints may cease and everyone ~ay make use of.his efforts 
unimpeded and undiminished, for which reason the inspectors of the 
community, who have been appointed there~o, are expressly ordered 
to direct their complete attention to this on penalty of a double 
fine if they are negligent, because this is found to be for t~e 
good of the community. Thus done and confirmed in Fort Casemir 
on the South River of New Netherland this 27th of November in 
the year 1656. 

29 November 

Jan Picolet appears before the council contra Tomas Broyen 
and requests payment for a camp bed. Tomas iir'oeii"""appears and 
contends that he borrowed the camp bed but did not buy it. 

The parties -have been ordered to come to an agceeme~t or the 
defendant shall bring in further proof that he borrowed it. 

Willem Mourits appears contra Jan Picolet and requests pay
ment for some goods amountingto14 guilders, 8 stivers. 

The defendant appears and acknowledges the debt, and also 
promises to pay _it. 

Jacob Crabbe appears contra Jan Jurianssen and requests 
payment of 9 guilders, 16 stivers. The defendant is absent, 
having been sent out in the service of the Company. 
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Proclamation 

Whereas.it is ap~arent that this river stands to acquire a good 
reputation from its tobacco, and people would be motivated to 
settle here, if care were taken that the same [tobacco} be pack~ 
in as good condition as possible, and all deceptiow, which ooulc 
be used therein, prevented as much as possibler and whereas the 
same cannot come about unless attention be paid thereto and it 
therefore, the honorable Vice-Director Jaquet upon the ;revious 
nomination of the community, has authorized and sworn the person 
of Moens Andriesz and Willem Maurits, who shall be obligated to 
inspect all tobacco before the same may be delivered or exported 
and to certify for whom it was inspected and by whom it was 
delivered; and if it should happen that some are not willing to 
submit to the aforesaid inspectors because they consider them
selves sufficiently competent for that purpose, and the same 
cannot have any other effect than to infringe greatly upon good 
order; therefore, the honorable Vice-Director Jaquet desiring 
to ~revent all d~sorder and following therein the ad~irable 
ordinance established at Manhattan,14 does hereby ordain order 
and c~and all inhabitants residing here on the river that they 
from this time forth, not attempt to deliver or receive, much 
less export, any tobacco unless they previously obtain a certifi◄ 
from the authorized inspectorsr ten stivers to be paid for each 
hundred pounds of inspected tobacco: 6 stivers by the receiver 
and four st~vers by the deliverer; and all this on the penalty 
of fifty guilders for the first offense and in proportion for the 
second an~ third; and persons informing of the same shall recei ve 
twenty gu7lders and their names shall be concealed. Everyone mu~ 
conduct -himself accordingly. Thus done and confirmed in Fort 
Casemier on the South River of New Netherland this 12th of December. 

18 December 

Moens Andriesz and Willem Maurits appeared before the co unci 
and took the following oath: 

We the undersigned promise and swear that we shall act to 
the best of our knowledge in inspecting tobacco, not allowing 
ourselves to be misled by cunning or craft or gifts but to 
conduct ourselves equally and justly to each and ev;ryone, the 
buyer as well as the seller. so help us God Almighty. 

20 December 

lsack Allerton appears contra Lourens Pieters and requests 
eleven deerskins in payment 1or linen since he sold it on three 
days• time and now one month has already passed. 

The defendant replies that he gave an Indian one double 
handful of _powder and a bar of lead for which he promised to . t e 
him deecskins, and since the same Indian did not return he f iiY~ 

· thereby in his promise: but he will pay him as soon as the Indian returns. 
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The governor also asked i,,hat was meant by "Dutch Swedes" 
whom we so named in our declaration. We replied that the greates~ 
~um~er of.them were employees of the Dutch under the company's 
Jurisdiction, and they were tolerated until they became so insolatl 
as to attempt a seizure of Fort New Amstel, formerly caaimier, 
in a most treacherous manner. As a result the general and counciL 
were compelled to relieve the river of such double-dealing and 
hypocritical friends once and for all. 

October 19/9, Sunday morning, After breakfast, we received 
their rep~y which had b!en completely written out by the secretar~ 
We we~e 11ven su~h a f~1endly farewell that we could only think 
that.if it were in their power, they would be inclined towards 
a friendl~ accomodation, but that they first must have authoriza
tion for it from Lord Balthamoer or otherwise wait for · such orders 
which he may send over this summer. I learned in a private 
conversati?" with the secretary, Philip Calvert, who •is Lord 
Balthamoer s half-brother, that they expected something to that 
effect, although they knew not what, because .last year Lord 
Baltham'?er had ordered them to inform him about what had been done 
cocnerning the people of Delaware Bay, to which they had replied 
~hat they could n~t yet write concerning this, but that they 
intended to do this and that. 

We also had some private conversations concerning the establ 
ment of_trade and commerce overland between Maryland and Delaware 
Bay, which I assured him could be easily established as soon aG t 
dis~ute ';!Ver the bound~ries has been settled . I suggested that h 
notify ~is brother ~fit, so that he might engage himself i n it i 
all equity. Because not only his.province in general, but himsel 
P!rsonally would be able to benefit by such trade, so that an effort 
might be made to. establish a convenient passage overland for mutual 
exchange. He said that he would take it into consideration. 

He also asked in particular about the hill which we had pto 
in our declaration for a neutral meeting ground, where the 
Sassafrax River in Virginia and the creek which flows into the 
South River behind Reedy Island appear to have their source, We 
are t'? inform them in more detail about the hill or passageway at 
the first opportunity, 

Finally we returned toether from the Patuxen River to st. 
Macrys to our quarters at Mr. Symon Ooveczee's, 

October 20/10, Monday. Nothing particular happened except 
preparing to dispatch things with Resolved Waldron to the south 
River and Manhattan. 

October 21/11, Tuesday, Sent off the aforesaid Resolved 
Waldron on his return overland with the relations papers and 
documents concerning our negotiations. I set out'on my trip to 
Virginia to ascertain the feelings of the governor and others 
there concerning this matter, in order thus to make a diversion 
between them.both: also, at the same time, to exonerate us of the 
aspe~sion which som~ people are trying to attach to us that we 
had 1ncited the Indians to kill the English at Accomacq, 

God grant that everything redound to the glory of His name 
and our common welfare and salvation and that we may be guided 
by His Divine Majesty. Amen. ' 

In haste, 
Augustine Herrman 

[Addressed: I 
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To the honorable, esteemed, wi1 
and very prudent Lord Cornel ia 
van Ruyven, to be delivered to 
the honorable director-general 
council of New Netherland,20 

I' 

18:97 [PETITION OF ENGELTIE VAN DIEMAN) 

The Honorable Lord [ I Esteemed, Wise, Prudent, 
very Discreet Lord, My Lord Director-General and the High cou1 
of New Netherland 

Are humbly informed by the wife of Willem van Dieman, wi· 
all due humility, many God help us in our innocence how we mu1 
live in great misery and sorrow because of Mr. Inyoese who 
defrauds us in every way imaginable so that we are incapable , 
making use of our own property, We can neither cultivate nor 
plant a seed of grain in the ground because he withholds our , 
plow which he had made for us by Jan Tonnese, the carpenter. 
uses my plow and has let [ I land be cultivated 
with it. He is taking away our ox which my farmhand bought f1 
Mr. Andrickx on the day after New Year's. We even requested· 
he sell us the ox since the City owed us [ I mar, 
than twice [ • J was worth. He was not willing t< 
do it I I promised my husband when he was at 
Manhattan during the winter ... 
• I Remaining eight lines defective. 
..,he even withholds our canoe which we had bought from Peter 
Coock. He beat the soldiers whom my husband had paid to help 
him get the canoe out of the creek, according to the declarat: 
sent to Matthyes voos. He imperiously informed us that he wo1 
not let us have the canoe until we had proved that the canoe 
belonged to us. We had to have the Swedes come down from abo• 
and prove that it was the same canoe, and both of them offere, 
that they would swear under oath that it was the same canoe wl 
van Dieman had bought from him. Now that we have gone to all 
trouble and expense and have proved everything, he still with! 
the canoe from us. If we wish to haul our goods to the Swede: 
i.e., winter provisions required for the household, we have t, 
pay one guilder per day . Thus it is with everything, it cann, 
be written with the pen what· mortifications and expenses he 
inflicts on us. He has not yet forgot ton Mr. van Rueve ,1 sec: 
when the woman gave him that petition, and because I had s i gn, 
it, he then threatened ••• 
[ Remaining eight lines defective. 
•.. we cannot get out of his himds [ J our docum• 
or evidence with which we can defend ourselves. I wish from 
bottom of my heart that you, my Lord Director, could see my 
evidence and documents. Among them you would see what testim, 
all the soldiers have given my husband: how he had treated h 
soldiers in times of emergency and how fairly he had dealt wi 
them. For this reason, he, Injoese, says that they are altog, 
scoundrels for praising my husbandi that he himself has done• 
by them; and reproaches my husband because the soldiers have 
never so honored and praised him as they have my husband . He 
very angry about it • . • 
I Remaining ten lines defective. 
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THE e)wedish e)ettlement 

llo)'IJ/ S•al of FI.M. Ch,islirra, QuMn af Sweden 

~ FlRST settlement in the territory that is now 
L Wilmington was begun in March 1638. The precise 
date is unknown, but probably about the middle of the 
month a ship, "Kalmar Nyckel," and a yacht, "Fogel 
Grip," made their landfall on the north bank of the 
Christina River, so called by them in honor of their queeri, 
Christina, the exact spot of landing being a shelf of rocks 
a mile or two above the river's mouth, 

These ships constituted an expedition sent out from 
Sweden by the New Sweden Company, which hail been 
organized for trading and colonization in the Delaware 
valley. There were 23 Swedish soldiers on board under 
Captain Mans Nilsson Kling, Peter Minuit from Amster
dam, was in general command of the expedition. 

On March 29th Minuit bought from the Indians, for 
"a kettle and other trifles,'' all the land from the Christina 
down to Bombay Hook and the men began huilding a 
stockade enclosing two log houses for the garrison and their 
supplies. Minuit left with the two vessels in June, but the 
23 soldiers and their officers remained. Land was cleared, 
barlt!y and wheat were sown, corn was planted, a supply 
of fish, venison and other game was salted and smoked 
and the little colony settled itself for a long stay. 

Two full years passed before these lonely settlers ha<l any 
news from home. It was not until April 1640, that "Kal
mar Nyckel" again appeared in the Delaware. She brought 
a few new colonists, domestic animals, • supplies and a 
governor, a Dutchman; Peter Hollandaer, for the colony 
which they had named New Sweden; also a clergyman, 
Rev. Reorus Torkillus. ln October 164L, the old "Kalmar 
N yckel" and the ship "Charitas" brought the third 
expedition, 35 more colonists, more supplies, animals and 
farming tools.'The colony was now doing well. 

In February 1643, two new ships came over. The most 
important new arrival then was a new governor, Lieut, 
Col. Johan .Printz. In this man's h.ands for the next ten 

years rested the entire government of the. province of New • 
Sweden, whose boundaries now included the whole west 
shore of the Delaware River and Bay from Sankikan 
(Trenton) to Cape Henlopen and the east shore from 
Raccoon Creek to Cape May. 

Printz was a huge man. He is said to have weighed 400 
pounds. He was also a vigorous, headstrong, masterful 
person, endowed with intelligence, shrewdness, administra
t ive ability and personal bravery. He began at once to 
establish his authority over his territory, building a fort 
on the Jersey shore near Salem, and blockhouses at the 
mouth of the Schuylkill and Upland (Chester). On Tinicum 
Island he built a fort and an official residence for himself. 
Fort Christina was rehuilt an<l made the principal store
house. It was also the only port of entry to which all ships 
came during the whole existence of New Sweden as a 
province of old Sweden. 

The Dutch had been first on the River, as traders with 
the Indians rather than as settlers. They now saw their 
claims to ownership of its shores Routed. Time and again 
they sought to intrude, only to be affronted and driven off 
by this domineering Swede. The English, also claiming the 
territory by v'irtue of John Cabot's discovery of the main
land in America in L497, came down more than once from 
New England and attempted settlement, but met with the 
same relentless and effective opposition. During his whole 
reign as practically absolute monarch of New Sweden, 
Printz was in conflict with these two other nations, much • 
stronger in their American colonies than was he. 

By the year 1645, by new arrivals, the population of the 
colony had grown to 98 men and a few women and children, 
but three years later there were but 79 men, the decrease 
resulting from death, the return home of a number and 
but few new arrivals. An expedition sent out from Sweden 
in 1649 met with shipwreck in the West Indies and none of 
its company reached the colony. 

\l\1ith. this handful of mt:n Printz could not expect to 
cope successfolly with the equally vigorous and headstrong 
governor of the Dutch colony in New Amsterdam, Pieter 
Stuyvesant, if the Dutchman made a determined effort to 
establish himself on the Delaware, which he did. 

In 1653 Stuyvesant came down from the north with an 
ex.prdition of l I ships and 120 soldiers and lmilt himself a 
fort, called Casimir, whei-e New Castle now stands} 
garrisoned it and went Gack home. Print;,, could do nothing 
but bite his nails in chagrin. He was tired of his new job 
by now. Two or three times he had tried to resign only to 
have Queen Christina tell him she needed him where he 
was. It was a hard task she set him, and she gave hirn no 
valid support. Between the years 1648 and 1653 no new 
expedition arrived, no news came from home. True, one 
had been dispatched in 1649; but, as has been stated, it 
never arrived at Fort Christina, nor had Print·l any news 
of it. So for five years he could feel only that he was 
abandoned by the home government. No one could blame 



ON THE DELAWARE • • • 

him for his decision in 1653 to give up his job. In October 
of that year he took ship at New Amsterdam for a home
ward journey. The irony of the situation lies in the fact 
that at that very time the greatest expedition, in number 
of new colonists and bulk of supplies) was preparing to 
set out from Gothtnburg for New Sweden. 

Johan Rising was in command, with orders to act as 
assistant to Printz) if he was still there, or, if he had left, 
to take over the governorship. With him in two ships, the 
"Gyllene Haj'' and the "Orn," were over 300 new settlers 
and soldiers. They sailed from Sweuen in February 1655, 
and it was May 1655, !07 days out from their home-port, 
when they entered the Delaware. The voyage had been 
really dreadful. Beset by storms, driven from their course 
and all through the last two months ni.vaged by a plague 
that killed ave1· a hundred of their number, their condition 
was pitiful beyond measure. Yet Rising ha<l sufficient 
resolution to stop opposite Fort Casimir on his way up the 
River and, hacked only by a company of plague-ridden 
scarecrows, to demand the fort's surrender. Fortunately 
the garrison of Casimir comprised only 12 soldiers nnd, 
most potent fact of all) though they had cannon and 
muskets, they entirely lacked powder. The fort was sur
rendered on demand, the Swedish Aag hoisted above it and 
it was re-named Fort Trefaldighet (Trinity). 

Landing his woe-begone ship's company at Christina, 
where good food and fresh water soon recruited their 
strengths, Rising found him-
self governor over a colony of 
368 souls. New living quar-
ters were needed and now the 
Jirst. real town came into 
being:, close hehin<l the fort. 
Regular streets, crossing at 
right angles, were surveyed 
an<l laid out and houses built. 
It was called Christinahamn. 
This may l,e considered the 
infant City of 'Wilmington, 
though, of course, the settle
ment l 5 years earlier was its 
earliest .beginning. 

With this considcrnble ad
dition to its population, 
backed hy the extensive clear
ings already made, the farms 
already established an<l fos
tered by new clearings and 
new farms soon under way, it 
seemed that New Sweden was 
a lusty child, rid CJf its swatl-

Holy Trinity Clwrcll.populurlv lrnowrr 
,IJ;I j•o1d Swede~:· Serv/C.f!■ iri It hritJe 
b.zan held conflnumuly JiTJce ;,J 
erei;tion in 169§. 

. .. 

dling clothes and destined for a vigorous manhood. But the 
Dutch had not said their last word in the matter. 

In 1655, Governor Stuyvesant, of New Amsterdam, 
under orders from his home government in old Amsterdam, 
undertook to recover his lost ground on the River and to 
do even more. The Swedish government there was to be 
broken and the Dutch flag to fly over all. 

In September of that year a t ruly formidable armament 
appeared opposite old Fort Casimir. Seven ships of war, 
varying in size from the great fl agship "Waegh'' to the 
little flyboat "Liefde," with about 350 fighting men, con
fronted the commander of the fort) Lieut. Sven Skute and 
his garrison of25 or 30. Resistance was hopeless and useless. 
The fort was given up. 

At Christina Governor Rising declined immediate sur
render. But, when Stuyvesant had established batteries on 
land and warships in the. river, completely surrounding the 
fort, an<l had maintained a ten-day siege, meanwhile 
burning Christinahamn and ravaging the farms round 
a bout, Rising renlized his helplessness and he, too, capit
tulated. For the next nine years the Dutch ruled all that 
had been New Sweden. But the Swedes remained. Tilling 
their farms, clenring more ground for mol'e extended 
agriculture, raising large fam ilies and nil working early and 
late, the Swedes persisted. Under Swedish, Dutch or 
English government , the Swedes were there to stay :rnd 
no one ever did dislodge them. 
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