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Uld New Lastle vn the Delaware

rounNnDED BY T'HE DUTCH 1651
Will Uelebrate the

Tercentenary vi Dutch Settlement
Suturduwy, June 16th, 1951
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The Stuyvesant Years: The Fractious Fifties

there [the Delaware], they would also attempt to occupy from behind
this River [the Hudson] between the Colony [of Rensselaerswijck] and
this place [Manhattan]. And thus divert the entire trade and separate
the Colony of Rensselaerswijck from this place [Manhattan].”® In
other words, he feared that the English, particularly the aggressive and
determined New Haven people, would learn what the Dutch already
knew: that one of the several origins of the Delaware River was the east
branch, which originated some sixty miles southwest of Fort Orange
and Rensselaerswijck (somewhere east of today’s Oneonta, New
York, and west of Kingston), and that whoever controlled the upper
Delaware Valley would also have access to the Mohawk Indians and the
fur trade operating out of Fort Orange, today’s Albany, New York. It
was a daunting thought.

In 1650, at Hartford, Stuyvesant was able to defuse this threat by
persuading the colonies of Plymouth, Massachusetts, and Connecticut
to agree that any future incursion of the New Haven people into the
Delaware would be unacceptable and that no English settlement there
would be defended in the case of Indian attack. With his mind at rest
about this matter, he now invaded the South River, literally dismantled
Fort Nassau, bought land from the Indians on the auspicious west shore
of the Delaware, south of Fort Christina, and moved what he salvaged
from Fort Nassau to this site, today’s New Castle, Delaware. He thus
deftly turned a geographical disadvantage to a commanding advantage.
He called it Fort Casimir.

"Two years later, in 1652, the first of several Anglo-Dutch wars broke
out in Europe, and Swyvesants concerns reverted to the Hudson and
the defense of New Amsterdam against possible attack from England or
New England. Just as this war ended in 1654, and while Stuyvesant’s back
was still turned from the South River, the Swedes under a new governor
overwhelmed Fort Casimir on May 30, 1654, Trinity Sunday. They renamed
it Fort Trefaldighet, the Swedish word for trinity. Again not a shot was fired.

The directors in Amsterdam were furious and ordered Stuyvesant
to do his utmost to drive the Swedes out of the Delaware once and for
all—which he did sixteen months later with the help of 200 soldiers
and the warship De Waegh, chartered by the WIC from Amsterdam
city. To repay this debt, the WIC granted Amsterdam all the land on
the west side of the Delaware, and eventually the whole of the river,
and here Amsterdam formed its own colony within the colony of New
Netherland, called New Amstel, in the state of Delaware, today.
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