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uaker Meetings 
in Delaware 

Quakers believe that out of silence 
comes a healing, creative power . .. 

and that we shoul,d walk cheerfully 
over {he worl,d, answering that of 
God in every one. 



A'lapocas - Originally started as a "worship group" in 
1957, Alapocas became an official Monthly Meeting of Con
cord Quarter in 197 4. The meeting Is housed in a newly reno
vated Meeting Room in the East Wing of Wilmington Friends 
School. Many nearby Meetings contributed funds and helped 
furnish the room. One of the most interesting aspects of this 
meeting is their requirement that members evaluate their inter
est in membership every few years. Visitors are welcome. 

Meeting Time: 
First-Day School: 

9:15 a.m. 
10:15 a.m. 

Directions 101 School Road, Alapocas, Wilmington, Delaware. From 
Route 202 turn right onto Augustine C..:ut-Ott. take second right to first 
1ntersect1on. 

Appoquinimink - Built in 1785 by David Wilson, this 
Meetinghouse Is said to be the smallest bric.:k f Iou:;1:1 ul wur:;f1ip 
1n the United States and is reputed to have been a station for the 
Underground Railway during the Civil War. Restored under the 
care of Wilmington Meeting in the 1930's and '40's the Meet
inghouse was placed on the National Register of Historic 
Places in 1972. Meeting for Worship is held on the first Sunday 
of each month. Visitors are welcome. 

Meeting Time: 11 a.m. First Sunday of each month. 

Directions: Route t 3 South to Odessa. one block west of traffic light 
on left. 

Meetings in Delaware 

Camden - This red brick Meetinghouse was built in 
1805, and today is the site of weekly Meetings for Worship and 
First Day School. Listed on the Register of Historic Places, the 
Meetinghouse still has the original desk and plank bottom 
chairs in their school room. During Dover Days (1st Saturday in 
May), the Meetinghouse is open from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m .. On 
Sundays, visitors are welcome, and child care is provided. 

Meeting Time: 11 am. 

Directions: Route 13 South, 2.1 miles south of Dover, take right at the 
Camden intersection. Located at 122 E. Camden/Wyoming Avenue on 
the left. 

1' • 

Centre - Originally established in 1795, Centre Meeting 
has undergone many periods of activity and dormancy. 
Revived in the mid 1950's by John Hollingsworth, the Meeting is 
now open each Sunday. The original character of the meeting 
has been preserved while an addition with a modern kitchen 
and restrooms has provided more comfort. The annual Christ
mas Eve Meeting for Worship is a favorite activity of the Meeting 
and the surrounding community. Visitors are welcome. 

Meeting Time: 11 a.m. 

Directions: Near Centreville, one mile east of of Route 52, on Centre 
Meeting Road at the intersection of Adams Dam Road 

J. 
Hockessin - Hockessin was first organized in the 
home of William and Catherine Cox in 1730. The present 
Meetinghouse was built in 1738, and an addition was built in 
17 45. The meeting's long-standing interest in education is evi
denced by the establishment of the area's first school in 1740. 
Since 1962, Hockessin has sponsored the Hockessin Friends 
Pre-School in its Meetinghouse. Visitors are always welcome, 
and child care is provided. 

Meeting Time: 
First-Day Sc100I: 

11 a.m. 
10 a.m. 

Directions: From Route 41 In Hockess1n, go one-half mile east on 
Hockessin-Yorklyn Road to Old Wilmington Road. Turn left. Meeting Is 
at next intersection (Meetinghouse and Old Wilmington Roads). 

Millcreek - Listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, this MeetinghOuse was built In 1841 Weekly Meetings 
for Worship were held here until 1915, and later reinstituted in 
1954. Millcreek is a member of Western Quarter of Philadelphia 
Yearly Meeting. Visitors are welcome. 

Meeting Time: 11 a.m. 

D1recllons. One mile north of Corner Ketch, Del., on Doe-Run Road. 

Netvark - One of the most recent meetings in Delaware, 
Newark Meeting is located in the United Campus Ministry 
Building on Orchard Road. It has been a member of Western 
Quarter since 1965. In addition to regular Meetings for Worship, 
this meeting sponsors a University of Delaware student's group 
which meets in members' homes. Visitors are welcome. 

Meeting Time: 10a.m. 

Directions: From 1-95. exit North on South College Avenue in Newarl<. 
Proceed north approximately 3½ miles to Amstel Avenue on left Take 
first right to Orchard Street to first building on left (20 Orchard Avenue). 

Rehoboth - Our southern neighbors are a worship group, 
and meet In each others' homes. The gro0p welcomes all 
vIsItors. particularly during the summer months. For more 
information call 945-2152, or the Delaware Council of Friends 
(65'2-4491) 
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Wilmington - Wilmington Meeting Is now in its "new' 
Meetinghouse, built in 1816. In the 1700's Wilmington Meeting 
and its mer7bers played a crucial part in the beginnings of the 
city. Today, the Meeting continues to take an active part in the 
city community. Wilmington Friends School was housed here 
until 1937 when it moved to Alapocas. The largest Meeting in 
Delaware, Wilmington has over 400 members. Visrtors are 
welcome, and child care is provided. 

Meeting Time. 
First-Day School: 

10·00 a.m. 
1015a.m. 

Directions: 1-95 South to 4th Street exit. left on 4th tpward downtown. 
past six intersections to the top of "Quaker Hm;· at 4th and West Streets. 

Illustrations by Mason Hayek 



Friends "Believe . .. 
We believe God is present in every person and peace is preferrable to war. We gather in silent 
worship to wait upon the Spirit of God. Sometimes It moves us to speak, sometimes It moves us 
in other ways. 

We have no formal creed, no ritual, dogma or liturgy. We gather in silence, seeking God's 
guidance. Quakers work for peace, as they always have, because they believe it is the only way to 
live. Many people have been drawn to the Society of Friends because of its dual commitment 
to spiritual awareness and social activism. 

If you, too, believe there is that of God in every person ... If you sense that the world needs 
a better way to work out answers to its problems ... If you find the need for a faith in this 
turbulent world which will enable you to live better in it ... 

Perhaps the approach of Friends could be helpful and meaningful to you. Please accept this 
invitation to join us for worship any Sunday. 

For More Information . .. 
If you would like more information on Qµakerism, please call the 
Delaware Council of Friends at 652--4491. 

For more information about a specific Meeting, call the Meeting contact 
number or the Delaware Council of Friends. Someone will be glad 
to help you. 

Contact Numbers: 
Alapocas 

Appoquinimink 

Camden 

Centre 

Hockessin 

Millcreek 

Newark 

Rehoboth 

Wilmington 

478-6796 

378,2963 

284--4745 

994,8224 
239,2223 

or 655,1170 

274,8856 
834,9237 

945,2152 

652--4491 



Lucretia Mott, who in 1848 co-authored a women's 
declaration of independence; but before her, and 
since, are many other Quaker women who have 
assumed roles as pioneering c itizens. 

Along with their care for good government, 
education, and relief of human suffering, modern 
Friends affirm racial equality and the rights of 
minorities. Closely connected to all these goals is 
their vision of the world as a peaceable kingdom 
in which all persons respond to "that of God" 
within themselves and within their neighbors. 
Friends believe that war is wrong and so they have 
refused to fight; but their peace testimony is a 
positive one that seeks to replace hate with love, 
to remove the causes of violence, and to minister 
to both sides of a conflict. Since 1917 the 
American Friends Service Committee, with its 
national headquarters in Philadelphia, has been 
engaged in this work of healing and 
reconstruction. 

Today, three centuries after William Penn, the 
Religious Society of Friends is a quietly effective 
part of the Philadelphia scene. Quaker 
meetinghouses, with their simple, distinctive 
architecture, as well as Quaker schools and other 
institutions are found throughout the city and its 
suburbs. At lSth and Cherry Streets a statue of 
Mary Dyer, Quaker martyr for religious liberty, 
marks the entrance to the administrative offices 
of the Friends Center. At 4th and Arch Streets, 
one block from Independence Hall, the historic 
Arch Street Meetinghouse serves as an active 
conference center. Most modern Friends are 

MMy Dyer statue at Friends Center. 

known for their lives of simplicity and integrity, 
for a kindly reaching out to others, for constructive 
participation in local and world affairs. Some 
Friends are on the cutting edge of society, 
carrying their religious convictions into causes 
that work for radical social change. The actions 
of both groups spring from the same spiritual 
grounding. 

hie Religious Society of Friends has no creed. 
The experience of Friends has convinced them 
that through the Inward Light in the heart of every 
human being God will speak and be known. No 
one is left without a divine "seed"; everyone is 
open to God's love and guidance. 

A Friends meeting for worship may take place 
anywhere, on the basis of silent, expectant waiting 
for direct communion with God. There is no 
prescribed ritual or order of service; no one is in 
charge yet everyone is an important part of the 
common search. As worshippers listen for the still, 
small voice they are drawn together into increased 
awareness of a surrounding Presence. From time 
to time messages or prayers may be expressed by 
persons who feel moved to share their feelings and 
insights. No two meetings for worship are ever 
exactly alike; each one is a unique experience of 
faith. 

The door of a Friends meetinghouse is always 
open to spiritual seekers. You are welcome to 
enter for worship and fellowship. 

For more information about Friends: 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting 
Religious Society of Friends 
1515 Cherry Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19102 
Cover quote from William Penn's Some Fruits of SoUtude. 
Text by Emily Conlon. 

"LET US 
THEN TRY 
WHAT 
LOVE 

The 
Quakers 
and 
Philadelphia 



Riladelphia and Quakers and William Penn 
are inseparable. 

The founder of Pennsylvania and its capital city 
stands on his lookout atop City Hall watching over 
a "Holy Experiment" that he fashioned out of the 
ideals of his faith- the faith of the Religious 
Society of Friends (Quakers). Originating in the 
political and religious unrest of seventeenth
century England, Friends were described as 
"quaking before God" and so received the 
nickname that still identifies them today. Along 
with their famous leader they were indeed the 
founding fathers - and mothers - of this city and 
state, bringing with them on their perilous journey 
a weighty cargo of spiritual gifts. 

Artists have tended to portray William Penn as 
stout and stodgy and middle-aged, ignoring the 
fact that he was an imaginative child, a rebellious 
youth, a young-man-about-the-court, an astute 
politician, but above all a statesman of vision and 
deep religious conviction. The story of William 
Penn and his Holy Experiment is a romantic 
adventure that could hardly have happened-and 
yet it did. 

William Penn was born in London in 1644 and 
grew up amid the wealth and privilege of a 
nobleman's family. His father, Sir William Penn, 
who had high expectations for his son, was 
distressed to see the young gentleman give up 
honor and fame to join one of the troublesome 
groups of dissenters who were challenging the 
authority of the state church. The son, however, 
looked at his life from a different viewpoint. Young 
William had attended Oxford University, traveled 
through Europe, studied law briefly, and tried out 
a military career; but he had also had long 
conversations with spiritual mentors, and even as 
a child he had recognized within himself the 
Inward Light of which the Quakers spoke to him. 
He dared to risk the dangers of nonconformity and 
envisioned for himself a different sort of 
adventure, one that would not require a sword by 
his side-an adventure of the spirit. 

As a Quaker convert William Penn traveled and 
preached and wrote pamphlets that were 
considered heretical; inevitably these struggles for 

religious liberty led him to Newgate Prison and 
the infamous Tower of London-not once but a 
number of times. Still his courtly connections, 
notably his friendship with the monarch Charles 
II and his brother James, the Duke of York, saved 
him from the worst of the persecutions. While 
Quakers by the thousands were suffering in 
English jails, William Penn continued to nurture 
the dream that had taken hold in his mind, the 
dream of a Quaker colony in the New World 
where men and women might live peaceably in 
a climate of religious and civil liberty. 

Little groups of Quakers had come to the 
American colonies as early as 1656, but it was not 
until part of New Jersey was bought by Quakers 
that they began to come in sizeable numbers; and 
it was the young Quaker William Penn who helped 
to write the "Concessions and Agreements" by 
which West New Jersey was to be governed. 

So the dream was beginning to take shape, and 
after another decade of persecution in England 
it came true. In payment of a debt owed to the late 
Admiral Penn (was it also to get rid of the trouble
making Quakers?) Charles II signed over to 
William Penn perhaps the most glorious gift ever 
granted to one person: the forests, mountains, 
rivers, and fertile land of the vast area that the king 
named Pe 's Woods. 

Unlike most oi the Europeans who explored and 
divided up the new continent, William Penn 
recognized the claims of the original inhabitants 
of his province, the American Indians. "I desire 
to enjoy it with your consent," he wrote to them, 
''that we may always live together as neighbors and 
friends." And so they did. In Pennsylvania the 
settlers and the Indians lived in friendship while 

all around them there were wars and massacres. 
Friends dealt justly with the Indians, going among 
them without weapons and treating them with 
respect. "Force may subdue, but love gains," was 
the way William Penn expressed it. 

It was a daring experiment, this colony 
dedicated to religious liberty, to equality, to 
peace. William Penn the lawmaker drew up a 
Frame of Government that later influenced other 
state constitutions and the Constitution of the 
United States. William Penn the city planner 
mapped out a "greene countrie towne" where life 
would be wholesome and pleasant for all. William 
Penn the social reformer worked for good 
education for everyone, for humane treatment of 
prisoners and the mentally disturbed. William 
Penn the peacemaker looked beyond his relations 
with the Indians and conceived a plan for a league 
of nations that was centuries ahead of its time. 
"Peace is maintained by justice," he believed. 

Contrary to popular belief, it was during this 
time of peace - and not during a later time of 
war-that the Liberty Bell had its origin. In 1751, 
fifty years after William Penn gave to Pennsylvania 
its amended constitution, the Charter of 
Privileges, the colonial legislature ordered the 
Liberty Bell to be cast; and the liberty that its 
inscription proclaims "throughout all the land and 
unto all the inhabitants thereof" is the liberty of 
conscience to which William Penn devoted his 
life. 

The gifts that William Penn and the Quakers 
brought to Pennsylvania have been woven into the 
fabric of state and national life. Concern for the 
Indians has continued, with Friends trying to 
persuade the government to rely on friendship 
and justice instead of force and repression. In 1688 
Friends in Germantown published the first protest 
against slavery, an evil that occupied the attention 
of the Society of Friends for the next two centuries. 
Quaker women, accorded rights of participation 
and leadership in their own religious community, 
fought valiantly for the rights of other women. 
Philadelphians honor the lifelong efforts of 
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emories being short and Quaker journals not so long as 
formerly, perhaps this pamphlet will help convey to 
posterity several good things which have happened 

in recent years at the Odessa Friends Meeting. 

In June, 1967, work was completed on enclosure of the final 
portion of the Meeting House grounds with an attractive brick 
wall and a wrought iron memorial gate designed by Albert Kruse, 
architect and member of Wilmington Monthly Meeting. These 
additions represent the generous gift of Park W. Stickney of 
Evanston, Illinois, in loving memory of his wife, Susan Alston 
Bowes Stickney, who died in 1965 and is buried in the Meeting 
House cemetery. 

Mrs. Stickney was born at the home of her grandparents 
in Odessa and visited there frequently as a young girl. She was 
raised in Philadelphia where her parents lived. 

Mrs. Stickney's mother, Susan Corbit Alston Bowes, died 
in 1937 and is likewise buried at the Quaker Meeting burial 
grounds in Odessa. In her memory, Mrs. Stickney presented the 
brick wall that for a number of years has graced the front section 
of the grounds bordering on the state highway. It was Mrs. 
Elizabeth S. Shallcross, mother of Mrs. Elizabeth S. Roberts, 
who worked with Mrs. Stickney on this project. 

The John Alston homestead, near Odessa, Delaware 



A section of the Odessa Friends Burial Grounds 

The Quaker Meeting House at Odessa has had a long history 
which is typieal of the history of similar Quaker Meeting Houses 
in the area of northern Delaware. It has had its ups and downs 
for more than a century and a half, and it still retains its charm 
and plain Quaker use as a place for worship. 

Mrs. Stickney was the daughter of Susan Corbit Alston 
Bowes (1859-1937) who had married Dr. T.J.M. Bowes, and who 
was descended from Lydia Cowgill (1823-1899) who married 
John Alston (1791-1871). Lydia Cowgill Alston was descended 
from Mary Ann Corbit (1785-1828) who married John Cowgill 
(1773-1849). Mary Ann Corbit Cowgill was a descendant of 
Daniel Corbit, an early settler of this area. 

It is said that the John Alston home "Oakdale" in St. 
Georges Hundred, where Mrs. Stickney visited her grandmother 
as a young girl, is that now occupied by the Russell Cleaver 
family. It is situated on the Odessa-Middletown Road and 
appears much the same as it did when Mrs. Stickney visited 
there as a child. 

A number of years ago, memboers of the Corbit family set 
aside a piece of ground adjacent to and east of the Friends 
Meeting House grounds and designated it as the Corbit Family 
Burial Grounds. This property has been used as such for many 



years. The grounds are partially enclosed by a wall and fence 
and remain beautifully landscaped. 

On March 19, 1923, Mary Corbit Warner died and by her 
Will she r1equested that she be buried in the "Friends Burial 
Grounds in Odessa." Presumably she meant the Corbit Family 
Burial Grounds, adjacent to the Odessa Friends Meeting House. 
Also, Mary Corbit Warner by her Will bequeathed a sum in 
trust which she designated was to be used for care of the family 
burial grounds. 

Subsequently, these funds, with the appropriate approval 
of the Delaware Court, were turned over to a Delaware Cor
poration organized in 1950 and known as the "Corbit Grave
yard Association.'' 

This was an organization composed solely of living direct 
descendants of William Corbit, most of whom wanted to some 
day be buried at the Corbit Family Burial Grounds. The original 
directors of this corporation were the following: Mary Curtis 
Crowe, Louise Lea Nowland, Ann Corbit Reese, Anna Gibson 
Corbit (wilfe of John Cowgill ' Corbit, a direct descendant of 
William Corbit) and Dorothy Curtis Purinton. 

These same persons, members of the Corbit Graveyard 
Association, having personally made substantial additions to 

Odessa Friends Meeting House Grounds 

f 
l 



the Mary Corbit Warner funds for the purpose of assuring per
petual care and maintenance of the grounds, decided to convey 
legal title to the grounds to Wilmington Monthly Meeting of 
Friends, Inc., and to transfer to the Wilmington Meeting all of 
the accumulated trust funds, with the understanding that the 
income from these funds would be used solely for the preserva
tion of the grounds and the Meeting House in perpetuity. This 
seems assured by the new arrangement finalized on May 14, 1964. 

The Susan Alston Stickney Memorial Gat.ewa.y 
at Odessa Friends Meeting House 

It is recorded that a number of Friends lived and worshiped 
in the vicinity of St. Georges Hundred and Cantwell's Bridge 
(now Odessa) from about the year 1703. The records show that 
this Meeting was variously known as George's Creek Meeting 
(1703), Duck Creek Meeting, and finally Appoquinimink Meet
ing. The first name of the village was Appoquinimin, which was 
given to it by the Indians who had a village there. The Dutch 
who settled there in about 1640 adopted that name and the 
English continued the use of the name after they seized it. A 
toll bridge was built over the creek in 1731 by Richard Cantwell, 
and the name of the village was changed to Cantwell's Bridge 
in 1750. 

In 1765, William Corbit purchased a large tract of land and 
the village received its first significant and major impetus for 
industry and progress. In 1855, the name was changed to Odessa, 



presumably after the large Russian grain port on the Black Sea, 
now that this Delaware town had become a grain port. 

In 1800, the land for a Meeting House was given by David 
Wilson, who had previously erected a Meeting House on these 
same grounds in 1785. This was the site of what is now the 
Odessa Friends Meeting House, which stands in Odessa on the 
state road leading from Odes.$8. to Middletown. 

This grant was by a deed dated September 2, 1800, to 
John Heron, Joab Alston, Pennel Corbit and Thomas Starr "in 
trust for the Society of Friends (or the _people called Quakers)" 
. . . "The said lot whereon stands a Brick Meeting House". . . 
"Containing one hundred and forty-three perches of land." This 
deed was recorded December 30, 1801. 

In 1827, there was a division among Friends, and the 
members of the Odessa Meeting aligned themselves with the 
Hicksite branch (being the followers of Elias Hicks, a so-called 
liberal in the Friends Society). Quaker history indicates that 
rural Quakers generally aligned with the Hicksite group and the 
urban Quakers remained apart as the Orthodox Friends. It is 
said that the division caused great displeasure and the Meeting 
interest slackened after that cleavage. Finally the Meeting 
activity in Odessa was discontinued in the late part of the nine
teenth century. It is reported that John Alston (1791-1871) and 
his family were the last attenders during that period. On many 
occasions, John Alston was the sole attender. Reports of the 
status of the Meeting during the later part of the nineteenth 
century and the early part of the twentieth indicate that the 
Meeting House and grounds had been all but abandoned, the 
grounds grown up and the House dilapidated. 

Through the inspired management of James A. Finley and 
with the financial support of Mrs. Ann Rosetta Evans and 
H. Rodney Sharp, the Meeting_ House and grounds were rescued 
from their sad state in 1938. The grounds were cleaned up and 
the Meeting House was repaired and preserved and again used 
occasionally for Quaker Meetings by a group of interested 
Friends then living in the area. 

At the insistence of Margaret M. Crook, this group re
organized in 1946. Elizabeth S. and Harry B. Roberts, helped 
by Harry Hoch, Esquire, Middletown attorney, found the 
original deed to the Meeting House grounds as recorded in the 
County records, after an extended search. It was thought that 
the land, having been so long abandoned, had escheated to the 
State of Delaware; therefore, members of the Friends com
munity consisting of Percival R. Roberts, Elizabeth S. Shall-



cross, Frances Finley, Elizabeth S. Roberts, Harry B. Roberts, 
Jr., James S. Roberts, Leonard W. Finley, John Cowgill Alston, 
Patricia .F. Spindler, Margaret M. Crook, George R. Rhoads, 
Ruth P. Rhoads, Meta Shallcross, James T. Shallcross, Mary 
Roberts, Charles Roberts and Percival R. Roberts, Jr., incor
porated and appealed to the State of Delaware for a Deed 
returning to the Meeting any rights which the State might have 
acquired. In this legal procedure they were guided by Thomas 
Cooch, Esquire, a member of Wilmington Meeting and, at that 
time, a Wilmington attorney. 

This new group became affiliated with the Wilmington 
Monthly Meeting of Friends as Appoquinimink Preparative 
Meeting and the Wilmington Meeting has assumed the ilegal 
title for the property and the responsibility for it. 

There is a deed signed by Harris B. McDowell, Jr., Secre
tary of State of the State of Delaware, dated January 18, 1951, 
to Society of Friends (or People called Quakers) of Appoquini
mink, a religious corporation of the State of Delaware, quit-

Odessa Friends Meeting House, erected 1785 



claiming to the said corporation the grounds consisting of 
approximately 0.88 acres. 

As for the small Meeting House structure which still stands, 
viewed from within the white walls, the plain unpainted wood
work, the modest supply of short Quaker Meeting benches, 
some as the Facing Benches, give the Meeting House a Quaker 
quaintness which is quite unique. An interesting feature is the 
narrow open stairway leading to the attic, which legend says 
was a station for the underground railway in pre-Civil War days. 

Interior View of Meeting House at Odessa 

The small burial grounds, to the south and west of the 
Meeting House, indicate numerous graves and the family names 
of many local Quakers appear on the simple gravestones, includ
ing those of the Alstons and the Bowes. 

With the present excellent stand of old trees and plantings 
which are now cared for regularly, the grounds of the Meeting 
House and the adjacent Corbit Graveyard are indeed charming 
to view. Their continued maintenance is assured through the 
generosity of the members of the Corbit family. 



THE FRIENDS IN ODESSA 

In 1703, the Friends of Georges Creek applied to Kennet Monthly 
Meeting for the establishment of a meeting in their midst. At first 
they met in homes, then in the Hickory Grove Meeting House . 

At early as 1762 efforts were made to move the Meeting to a more 
convenient locality. This group was joined to the Monthly Meeting of 
Duck Creek. In 1780 by consent of the Quarterly Meeting, it was 
moved to App oquinimink, now Odessa . 

11 0n September 2, 1800, David Wilson (By his Indenture recorded · 
December 30, 1802 in the Recorder's Office of New Castle County in 
Deed Record X, Volume 2, page 31) , gr~nted and conveyed unto John 
Hirons, Joan Als t on, Pennel Corbitt and Thomas St arr and to their heirs 
and assigns, or the survivor of them, aqd the heir and assigns or such 
survivor, forever, in t rust, for the So~iety of Friends, or the people 
c a lled Quak ers of Appoquinimink, meeting for the special and only 
purpose of a religious meeting, for said peopl e, or such other purpose, 
as the Monthly Meetin g of said people , of which Appoquinimink shall be 
a bra nch." 

In 1828, when the division in the Quakers group took place, 
Appoquinimink Meeting fe l l into the hands of the Hicksites. 

In 1830, Duck Creek Monthly Me eting and Mother Kiln joined and 
became known as Camden Monthly Meeting. Thus Appoquinimink was joined 
to Camden Mont hly Me eting. 

In 1879 , the Meeting was closed as there were only two members 
attending, Mr. John Alston ~nd his son, Cowgill . 

In 1939 , the Meeting was reopened for worship. In the meantime, 
the prope r t y had escheat ed to t he Stat e. In order to regain the 
property, fifteen interested Friends had to sign a petition to the 
State. In 1948, Wilmington Monthly Meeting took title to the property 
and Appoquinimink Meeting beca me a preparative Meeting under Wilmington . 

The fi r st school in Appoquinimink was established by the Friends . 
A frame building was erect.ed on the proposed site for the Meeting House. 
This school house was later moved away and used for the rectory of the 
colored church. 

A legend has been handed down that the Meeting House served as an 
underground station for slaves during the Civil War. They were said to 
have been concealed in the loft. 

The small square, brick building with pitched roof, pent eaves, 
and white shutters, on which the boards run diagonally, is supposed to 
be the smallest house of worship in the United States. 



I 
(j 
Q 
"'t 
"'I 
tD 
r, -s· 
= 
= Q 

= (,!I 
~ 

:it: 
-..J 
~ ... .. ..., 
=tD 

~ 
C --~ 
~ 
tD:: 

~ -· --
~ 
('I 

C 
'C 
tD = :;, 
Q 
a .
Q 

= . -? 

\0 

== 
~ 

No. 5 ~St.Paul's United Methodist Church (3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.) 

No.5-The Old Academy- 1843 (10:00am to 4:00pm) 
This is the third school house built on this site. The first 

building was a frame structure which burned in 1843. A more permanent 
brick structure, built the same year, continued to function as the area 
school through the nineteenth century. In 1886, the school had 118 
students and two teachers. rt was endowed with the Corbit Library in 
mid-century - the oldest free public library in New Castle County, 
which was open three hours a week. H. Rodney Sharp purchased The 
Old Academy, restored it, and in 1947 gave it to the people of Odessa 
as a Community Center. [t currently houses the offices 0£ the Mayor & 
Council of Odessa and Delaware Wild Lands, Inc., who have jointly 
performed the very pleasing restoration of building and grounds. The 
town offices are open during the day's tour. 

No. 7- The Cottage (10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.) 
The east side of this five bay, center chimney frame house was 

built in the log and frame manner which was used until the late 1700's. 
All four Dining Room and upper chamber walls are constructed of 
squared cedar logs. One exterior wall still remains covered with 
tongue-and-groove siding. A section of this wall is e.xposed in the 
Keeping Room. The exposed log and frame reveal the unmistakable 
marks of a roof running perpendicular to the house. It is thought that 
this may have been the roof to the original kitchen. The west side of 
the house appears to have either been brought to the site from another 
location and added to the original structure, or added to the original 
structure at the same time that the exterior was renovated, circa 1840. 
The exterior was done in the Rural Gothic Cottage style espoused by A. 
J. Downing. Features of this 1840 exterior renovation include the third 
floor Gothic window, the porch, the German siding, and the intricate 
verge board. The interior of the house contains much of the original 
woodwork, including the Dining Room mantel, floors, doors, glass and 
hardware and the original fireplaces. 

The furnishings consist of many 18th and 19th century antiques 
as well as reproductions. Of particular note: in the Parlor- - the 18th 
century walnut low-boy and the Philadelphia pie-crust tilt-top table 
with its fine bird-cage construction; in the Vestibult' - the 18th century 
S/zt!Taton table; and in the Keeping Room - an unusual 19th century 
Chester County double dry sink and a small chest. Throughout the 
house, nearly all· of the art work, which includes oils, watercolors, 
lithographs and prints is of regional interest or painted by regional 
artists. 

The Cottage is the current residence of William Allen and 
Margaret Chandler Derrickson Allen. 
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lllsloric l/011s£'S of Odessa are located just off Route 13, 
East on Mai11 Street, 23 miles south of Wilmington mui 
26 miles nortb of 1Jon!1; IJelmmre. 

Hours and Tour Dates 
Buildings a,id Giftshop open March througb December 
n,esdays through 5aturdays JO a.m. to 430 p.m. 
Swuiays 1 to 4·i0pm. 
Closed Mondays. F.asler,}11(1• 4. Tbanksgil'ing, 
December 24 mu/ 25,Jamtary, February 

Admission 
Adults. 13 for each property, 15 for two, 16 for all three 
Senior citizens, slluienL~ 12 and ot'<-'r. gmups qf 25 
perso,is or more. 12.25 for each property, 14 for llm, 
15 for all three 
Children under 12, Wintc>rlbw· Guild members free 

Information 
Site Administrator, I listoric I lous,!S of Odessa, \Jain 
Street, Ode.s5a, DE 19730 (30.!) FH-268 I 

llisloric I Ioust'S qf Odessa, Delau'tlll', is admm/..,;te,·ed f~1· 
Wi11lerthur MuSt'llm and Gardens 

l)EIAW} D~ Prices sub1ect to d.1a11ge 
SMALL woN~ Copyright JOIH6 

HISTORIC HOUSES OF 

More than a century ago, z,jl/ages sudJ 

as Odessa, Delaware, were a ,,;ta/ part of 

American commercial life. In tbe 18th century•, 

Odessa, then known as Canhl,1el/'s Bridge, uias 

an actitre grain-shipping port. Today, you can 

stroll doum its quiet, tree-lined streets. Admire 

fine examples of 18tb and 19th-ce11tury 

architecture. Tour the bistorlc Corbit-Sharp 

House, its handsome neighbor, the Wilson

Warner House, and the Brick Hotel Gallery. 



• Corbit-Sha rp House 
In 1774, Odessa's leading citizen, tann William 
Corbit, completed his fine country bous in tbe 
Georgum style. His descendants maillla ed itfor 
150 years until a neu1 ou 1ner, I-I. Rod11e_ Sba17J, 
restored and donated it to \Vinterthur M ·eum and 
Gardens. Today, the bouse contains ma 
fami◊1fumishings and reflects lifefrom 
1818, the year of William Corhit's deatb 

• Wilson-Warner House 
Mere/Jani David Wilson built his fine bri 

1769, alongside bis ,ieu• store on Odess. 
thoroughfare. Its £-shaped arcbitectural 
typical of Delaware. Git·en to Wi11terthu 
and Gardens [~)' David WiLmn Mansion, nc., today 
it is furnished to portray life in the ear(v 9th 
century. 

• Brick Hotel Gallery 
Newspaper adt1ertise111ents of 1822 desc ,ed 
William Polk's "new brick house" uhich n•ed as a 
hotel and tauern for near{)' a centwy be re 
becoming a residence. Toda)' within tbe 

19th-cenlltry1 e.'\:terior is modern galle1,1 
permanent and changing exhibitions. 

·tored 

ace for 

THE MANNEY COLLECTION OF 

The largest private collection of furniture 
made by John Henry Belter and on extended loan 
from the Ricbard arul Gloria Manney Foundation 
will open to the public in the Brick Hotel Gallery in 
late April 1987. 7he display of nearly 70 pieces 
attributed to Belter illustrates the best American 
furniture craftsmanship in tbe mid-19th century. 

The New York manufacturer was a leader in the 
furniture in.du.shy. His work consisted primari(v of 
tedmological(v innovatire parlor and bedroom 
furniture and is di,tinguisbed from that of bis 

contemporaries by its accomplished caruings of 
fruits and flowers, often in rosewood. 



The John Janvier Stable 

The stable built in 1791 by John Janvier, Sr., a 
cabinetmaker who worked at Head of Elk (now Elkton, 
Maryland) and Odessa, stands behind the Brick Hotel 
across the street from the Corbit-Sharp House and 
the Wilson-Warner House. Of unusual architectural 
interest because of its wood-and-brick construction, 
the building formerly was on the grounds of St. Paul's 
Methodist Church parsonage on Main Street, once 
Janvier's home, and was given by the Church to The 
Henry Francis du Pont Winterthur Museum. The stable 
was moved to its present site in 1969. 

As was the custom in earlier days, the local cabin
etmaker, who produced coffins, was also the town 
undertaker. John Janvier, Jr., served in this capacity, 
and it is known that the stable once housed a two
wheel horse-drawn hearse. 

The Brick Hotel, as yet not fully restored, was built 
in 1822, and was given to the Winterthur Museum 
in 1966 by H. Rodney Sharp. 

HISTORIC HOUSES IN ODESSA, DELAWARE 

1. Corbit-Sharp House, 1772-
1774; administered by the 
Winterthur Museum 

2. Wilson-Warner House, 1769; 
administered by the Winter
thur Museum 

3. John Corbit House, remod
eled second half of nine
teenth century; rear portion 
eighteenth century. 

4. Mailly House, front modern, 
rear portion ca. 1770 

5. Judge Lore House, ca. 1830; 
log side wing. ca. 1740 

6. John Janvier House, 1775 
7. Community Center, originally 

Odessa Public School. 1844; 
reconstructed, 1893 

8. Cyrus Polk House, ca. 1852 
9. William T. Polk House, 1846 

10. Tatman House, 1845 
11. Enos House, 1845 
12. The Corbit Library and J. C. 

Calloway Memorial, 1968 

13. Collins-Johnson House, ca. 
1700; moved from shore of 
Delaware Bay near Taylor's 
Bridge, 1962 

14. John Janvier Stable, 1791; 
administered by the Winter
thur Museum 

15. Brick Hotel, 1822 
16. Pump House, ca. 1772; once 

a store 
17. Clapboard house of log con· 

struction, ca. 1740; once a 
store 

18. January House, ca. 1780 
19. Bank of Delaware; originally 

New Castle County National 
Bank of Odessa, 1853 

20. Crouch House, 1854 
21. Davis Store, ca. 1824; remod

eled ca. 1870 
22. Residence attached to store, 

ca. 1830 
23. Van Dyke House, 1840 

OPEN: Tuesdays through Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sundays, 2-5 p.m.; except New Year's Day, 
February 22, May 30, July 4, Thanksgiving, 
December 24, and Christmas. (Closed Mon
days) 

ADMISSION: Single admission to either the Corbit
Sharp House or the Wilson-Warner House, 
adults $1.25, children under 16, 50 cents. 
Combined admission to both houses, adults 
$2.00, children under 16, 75 cents. 

Special arrangements for school and college 
tours, and for groups of 25 or more adults 
may be made by writing to the Curator, The 
Corbit-Sharp House, Odessa, Delaware 19730. 

Telephone: 302 378-2681 



Historic Odessa 

Odessa, on the banks of the meandering Appoquini
mink Creek, is a quiet Delaware town which today 
retains much of its nineteenth-century atmosphere. 
Along its wide tree-bordered Main Street are houses of 
architectural distinction built by men whose enter
prise helped to make their community the economic 
center of a busy agricultural area. Here are also the 
homes of the craftsmen and other workers whose 
industry was important to the town's prosperity. 

Known originally as Appoquinimink, the town was 
renamed Cantwell's Bridge in 1731 in honor of Rich
ard Cantwell, who that year was given authority by the 
General Court to build a toll bridge over the Creek. 
Farmers from the countryside nearby brought their 
produce to the granaries and docks of Cantwell's 
Bridge to be shipped by shallop down the Appoquini
mink to the Delaware River, and from there to coastal 
and foreign ports. By 1825 there were six large 
granaries along the Creek, which shipped thousands 
of bushels of grain annually. By the middle of the 
nineteenth century the town had become an important 
grain-shipping port and in 1855, aspiring to the fame 
of the Russian seaport which exported Ukrainian 
wheat all over the world, changed its name to Odessa. 

When the railroad came to the Delmarva Penin
sula, a route through Middletown, four miles west of 
Odessa, was chosen, and farmers started sending their 
products to market in this new way. At the same 
time the Middle West was emerging as the country's 
major grain-producing area. With less business for 
the shallops on the Appoquinimink and the granaries 
on the Creek's banks, Odessa began to decline as a 
commercial center. 

Today Odessa is a community of well-restored and 
carefully tended eighteenth- and nineteenth-century 
houses, with neat lawns and gardens. Many of these 
were preserved by the late H. Rodney Sharp, of 
Wilmington, and are now privately occupied, but their 
handsome exteriors may be enjoyed on a walk through 
the town. (See map.) The two eighteenth-century 
houses open to the public are the Corbit-Sharp House 
and the Wilson-Warner House. 

' 
I 

The Corbit-Sharp House 
' 

The house which William Corbit (1745-1818) built 
between 1772 and 1774 is distinguished for its 
architecture and handsomely appointed interiors. This 
family home, which changed in appearance over the 
years, was owned by Corbit's descendants until 1938 
when H. Rodney Sharp acquired it, restored it care
fully, and furnished it with antiques of quality and 
style. In 1958 Mr. Sharp endowed the house and 
presented it to The Henry Francis du Pont Winterthur 
Museum to be open to the public. 

The Corbit-Sharp House stands near the banks of 
the Appoquinimink Creek and above the site of the 
tannery William Corbit operated. On this slight rise, 
at the age of twenty-seven, he started to build a 
home which resembled in many ways the elegant pre
Revolutionary houses of the Philadelphia area. 

William Corbit was a practical man and kept me
ticulous records of "Expenses in Building my Haus 
... " These records were invaluable in the restoration 
of the building; and the inventory listing Corbit's 
possessions at the time of his death in 1818 served 
as a guide to its furnishings. Important pieces by 
local craftsmen now in the House are a chest of 
drawers made by John Janvier, Jr., whose house still 
stands in Odessa, and two tall clocks by Duncan 
Beard, eighteenth-century clockmaker and silversmith. 

Today a spacious lawn in front of the Corbit-Sharp 
House sweeps down past the former tannery site to 
the marshes that border the Creek. Next to the house 
is an herb garden laid out in formal geometric pat
terns and heart shapes, edged with small evergreens. 
Two great sycamore trees, planted two hundred years 
ago, rise above the flowering shrubs and other plant
ings on the lawn. 

The Wilson-Warner House 

The Wilson-Warner House (formerly the David Wil· 
son Mansion) is of the same architectural quality 
and is as graciously furnished as is the Corbit-Sharp 
House next to which it stands. The main section 
was built in 1769 as an addition to an earlier house 
probably built around 1740. Occupied by Wilson's 
descendants , until 1830, when it was sold out of the 
family, the ·house was acquired in 1901 by his great
granddaughter Mrs. Mary Corbit Warner. At her death 
in 1923 the property was willed to heirs, who, at Mrs. 
Warner's direction, administered the house as a 
museum until giving it to The Henry Francis du Pont 
Winterthur Museum in 1969. 

David Wilson (1743-1820) was a prosperous mer
chant whose store was just east of his home and next 
to that of William Corbit, brother of Wilson's second 
wife, Mary Corbit. The store no longer stands, but 
archaeological excavations have revealed its site. 

The interior of the Wilson-Warner House contains 
fine paneling, and the rooms are furnished with 
antiques, some family pieces of the Wilsons and 
Corbits, but mostly eighteenth-century furniture be
queathed by Dr. and Mrs. J. Newbury Reynolds, of 
Princeton, New Jersey. Included is a labeled desk 
by William Savery, of Philadelphia, as well as pieces 
by skilled Delaware Valley craftsmen. 

Attached to the exterior of the kitchen fireplace 
is a smokehouse, which provided an enclosed area 
where the smoke from the cooking fireplace could be 
used to preserve meats hung from the rafters. 

Delaware's first public library, the Corbit Library, 
was located in the Wilson-Warner House until 1968 
when its holdings were transferred to the J. C. Callo
way Memorial which opened that year. 
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HISTORY OF ODESSA 
+ 

(AT St. Paul's M. E. Church, Odessa, yesterday, 
'M services incident to the re-opening of the 

church were concluded with all day services. 
In the evening the principal speaker was Chief Justice 
Charles B. Lore of this .city, who spoke on the history 
of Odessa and the history of' the church. The build, 
ing was crowded and a lar.ge number of the old friends 
of the Chief Justice lingered after the service in order 
to express their pleasure at seeing him in his old home 
again. In his address the Chief Justice said: 

"On this, the historical night of your services, we 
naturally drift into reminiscenses. 

"First as to our town; once the nameless hamlet, 
then Cantwell's Bridge and now Odessa. 

"Alexander De Hirjossa, (Vice-Director of New 
Amstel-now New Castle-under the Dutch from 
1659 to 1663), after he retired from the office, ob, 
tained possession of a large tract of land at Appo, 
quinimink, which embraces Odessa. He was settled 
on his plantation but a few months when the British 
conquered the Dutch and took possession. His lands 
were confiscated and granted to Edmund Cantwell 
about 1676. Captain Edmund Cantwell was the 
first sheriff of New Castle county under the govern.-



ment of William Penn. He was also high sheriff 
under Sir Edmund Andress in 1676. He died in 1698 
and his estate passed to his son Richard. In 173 r 
the General Court of the province granted permission 
to Richard Cantwell to erect a toll bridge over the 
Appoquinimink at the place where the present bridge 
now stands. The place then took the name of 
Cantwell 's Bridge and was well known as a stopping 
place for persons travelling from the Delaware to the 
Chesapeake. 

"In 1765 William Corbit bought land near the 
creek and opened a tan,yard at the old tan,yard site. 
The house now occupied by Daniel W. Corbit was 
erected by William Corbit in 1733. This house was 
built by the English firm Robert May & Co. 

"In 1817 when Charles Tatman (whom many of 
you knew) came to this town, there were about 
thirty residences, all of which were situate on the 
south or west side of Main street. Dr. William 
Smith, a Scotch physician, owned all the land on the 
north or east side of Main street. He left the place 
making no disposition of his property, which there, 
upon escheated the estate. By an act of the Legisla
ture, passed February 2, 1821, John Merritt, Outten 
David, Jacob Vandegrift, John Reynolds and John 
Clark were appointed commissioners to lay out the 
land into lots with streets and lanes. Jonas C. Fair, 
lamb was the ~rveyor. John Lowber, the public 
escheater, sold the lots at public sale. 

"Scharff in his history of Delaware, from which I 
quote quite largely, says: 'In 1825 Cantwell's Bridge 



was a place of considerable importance.' (In this 

presence 1 dare not say otherwise now). Charles 

Tatman and Manlove Hayes were merchants at that 

time. The hotel was conducted by Fred. Mansfield, 

David Wilson and William Polk were dealing largely 

in grain. At this time Cantwell's Bridge was the 

principal grain market for the surrounding country. 

Grain was conveyed here for shipment, from all 

points within a radius of twelve or fifteen miles. 

Six large graneries, holding about 30,000 bushels, 

standing on the bank of the Appoquinimink, were 

often completely filled; which delayed the purchase 

of grain until some of it was shipped to Philadelphia. 

From 1820 to 1840 there were shipped from this 

town 400,000 bushels of grain annually. 

"John Janvier (the grandfather of our present 

deputy clerk of the peace, George Janvier) was the 

undertaker at this time and owned a two-wheeled 

hearse, which was used when anyone of wealth or 

high social standing was buried. On other occasions 

an ordinary wagon was used. The coffin was placed 

on the axle and held in position by wooden screws. 

This was in use until 1840. John Aspril (the father 

of our friend Leonard V. Aspril) was the blacksmith 

and wheelwright of the town, and the tanning was 

managed by Daniel Corbit, who was the father of 

your townsmen, John C. Corbit and Daniel W. 

Corbit. 

"As early as 1830 agricultural fairs were held at 

Cantwell's Bridge and were largely attended by 

people from Delaware, Pennsylvania and Maryland. 



"During the busy season, six sloops made weekly 
trips to Philadelphia, and three coasting schooners 
went to Boston and the East, besides a large number 
of transient vessels. 

"In 1855, by vote of the people in town meeting, 
the name of the town was changed from Cantwell's 
Bridge to Odessa. It was named after Odessa in 
Russia, a large grain port on the Black sea. The 
Delaware railroad soon diverted the grain trade, and 
Odessa by the irony of fate ceased to be much of a 
grain mart. I was an active participant in that town 
meeting, and opposed inost vehemently any change of 
name; but urging if chang_e should be made the name 
should be Kirkwood, after the gallant Delaware cap, 
tain of revolutionary fame, who after the close of the 
revolutionary war established himself in mercantile 
business in this town in a house standing to the 
east of the old tavern just on the brow of the hill. 
In 1785 he removed to St. Georges. He was killed 
November 4, 1791, at the St. Clair massacre in Ohio, 
in this his thirty,third and last battle. Lieutenant 
Michael McDonough, a native of this hundred, was 
also killed in the same battle. 

"To me the name of Cantwell's Bridge was dear. 
Her homes,her people,even her cats and dogs were all 
mingled with the association of my childhood and 
my heart then rebelled against the Russian name, 
Odessa. But ambition prevailed, our grain merchants 
fondly dreamed we were to rival our great namesake on 
the Black sea, and become a great grain mart. I knew 
every crook and crevice, street and alley of Cantwell's 



Bridge. I have always felt a great pride in her good 
name and prosperity. 

"Here in the old stone house, just opposite the 
warerooms of L. V. Aspril & Sons, was born Com, 
modore Thomas Brown of the United States Navy. 
He entered the navy as a midshipman; was at the 
seize of Tripoli and was there wounded. He com, 
manded the Governor Tompkins and afterwards the 
Oneda under Commodore Chauncy on Lake Ontario 
during the war of 1812-14, and was afterward in 
command of the United States fleet in the Mediter, 
ranean. He wore his uniform for the last time as a 
pall-bearer at the funeral of Commodore McDonough 
in 1825. Commodore Mcbonough and he were both 
natives of this hundred and were born within two 
miles of each other. 

"To me it has ever been a matter of regret that the 
name Kirkwood was not adopted in honor of our 
distinguished townsman, who was one of the bravest 
and most esteemed of Delaware's revolutionary sol, 
diers. With the Delaware veterans he was in the 
battles of Trenton, Princeton, Brandywine, German, 
town, the disastrous field of Camden under General 
Gates, also at Gilford Court House, at Waxhaw and 
at Ninety-six. The historian says of him that he 
was 'wherever dangers thicken or bravery invincible 
was demanded.' · 

"The people of Odessa have ever been noted for 
their intelligence and morality. The Quakers erected 
their meeting house here in 1783, Old Drawyer 



Presbyterian Church, with her long line of gifted 
preachers, was a potential factor in enlightening and 
refining the people of the entire section. 

' ' 

"Methodist services were first held in the town in 
1831. There were then but two Methodists living 
in the town, Wessell Aldrich and his sister, Mrs. 
Rebecca Pogue, and they were both members of 
Union Church on Smyrna circuit. 

"In 1830, at a meeting held at Fieldsborough, 
among the converts were Benjamin Fields, Nelson 
Naudain, Elias Naudain, Thomas Scott (brother of 
Bishop Levi Scott) and Jam.es V. Moore. By their 
efforts Methodist churches were established in Cant, 
well's Bridge in 1831; first in -the school house for 
two years, then in a little stone church built on the 
site of the present church, which was torn down when 
the present structure was built in 1852, and dedicated 
on October ::i.3 of that year. 

"The membership, growth and influence of this 
church is to-night the special province of my friend 
Aspril, who is the living exposition of Odessa Meth, 
odism, and I will not trespass on his preserve. 

"There is one name, however, closely identified 
with Methodism in this place that abides with me 
and claims our special attention. That name is Levi 
Scott. 

"He was born in a one-story house built of poplar 
logs, situate on the banks of the Appoquinimink, a 
short distance below Cantwell's Bridge, October 11, 

1802. His father, the Rev. Thomas Scott, was of 
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Scotch-Irish stock and his mother of English blood. 

Her father was John March, who owned a beautiful 

farm near Centreville, Md. The bishop had one 

brother of the whole blood, Thomas Scott. Their 

father was a farmer of limited means and a zealous and 

efficient local preacher. In 1802 he was received on 

trial in the Philadelphia Annual Conference, and on 

the eleventh day of June of the same year, died at 

the home of James Bateman in Centreville, Md., of 

bilious fever, whilst out on circuit work. This left 

their mother to battle alone in life with three small 

children and the farm heavily cumbered with debt. 

She was a woman of great strength of character. 

After much doubt and misgiving she concluded to 

remain on the farm and so managed that the farm 

was soon cleared of debt. 

"Levi was full of life. Ardent, gifted and some

what intractable he needed the guiding hand of just 

such a mother. It is said just before the father died 

he took Levi, then a babe, in his arms, and said to 

his wife: 'My dear, I will exchange with you; you 

may have Thomas and this shall be my boy.' 

"He then most solemnly and impressively dedi

cated him to God, and invoked his richest blessings 

upon him. The prattling infant could know nothing 

of the significance of this dedication, but the boy 

nevertheless became one of the most efficient workers 

for good. The mother took the children to church 

regularly on Sunday, and saw to their moral training. 

The bishop in a short memoir says of his mother: 

'Every night before we retired to rest and on Sabbath 



morning and night, a hymn or part of a hymn was 
sung, my mother leading it, after which she prayed. 
There was another getting ready for bed, and that 
was saying our Lord's prayer. She took us regularly 
to meeting at the old Union Meeting House on 
Sabbath morning, and required us to read portions of 
the Bible to her in the afternoon and evening. How 
familiar the sound of her voice on Sabbath morning: 
"Come boys, put the horse to the carriage and let's 
go to meeting." ' 

"Levi worked diligently on the farm until he was 
seventeen, going to the district school in the winter. 
There was a good shad fishery on the creek, 300 yards 
back of the house. Levi helped draw the net and was 
a fisherman like those of the disciples of Christ at 
Galilee. At seventeen he went. to Georgetown, 
D. C., to learn the trade of carpenter with a relative, 
W. Fuest. But under the advice of a physician gave 
it up and came home in the fall of the same year. 
He then went with John Janvier of Cantwell's 
Bridge to learn cabinet making, and remained with 
him until 1824, when he and his half brother, John 
Lattomus, set up wheelwrighting at Fieldsborough. 
The next year he gave up the business to his brother · 
and became tutor for the children of A. S. Naudain 
and other select families in the neighborhood, where 
he remained until the following year, when he became 
an itinerant preacher. His first appointment was 
Talbot Circuit, Md. And then in order, Dover 
Circuit, Del.; St. Georges Charge, Philadelphia; West 
Chester and M arshallton, Smyrna Circuit; then Kent 
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Circuit, Md. In 1834 he was appointed presiding 
elder of the Delaware District, and was reappointed 
in 1835. In 1836 he was sent to Franklin Street 
Newark, N. J., then to Ebeneezer Church, Philadel, 
phia. In 1836 he was elected a delegate to the 
General Conference in Cincinnati, Ohio. In 1839 he 
was appointed to St. Paul's, Philadelphia, in 1840, at 
the earnest request of Dr. Derbin, then president of 
Dickinson College, he took charge of the grammar 
school of the college and remained there four years. 
The same year he was a delegate to the General 
Conference, which met at Baltimore. He returned to 
the pastorate in 1843, and was stationed at Union 
Church, Philadelphia. While here he was elected 
to the memorable General Conference of 1844, at 
which the slavery question split the church into two 
great bodies- the M. E. Church and the M. E. Church 
South. He was presiding elder of the South Phila, 
delphia District from 1845 to 1849. In 1846 Dela, 
ware College conferred upon him the degree of D. D. 
He was a delegate to the General Conference in 1848, 
which met in Baltimore, where he was elected assist, 
ant book agent to George Lane of the great Metho, 
dist book concern in New York. The imprint of 
Lane & Scott is found upon all the Methodist pub, 
lications of that day. In 1852, at the General Con, 
ference held in Boston he was elected bishop, the 
highest office in the church, and when he died, July 
13, 1882., at his home (Itinerants Lodge) in the eigh, 
tieth year of his age, he was our honored senior 
bishop. 



" I have thus outlined a life of almost unexampled 

activity and usefulness, running through eighty years 

from the unlettered country school boy, who says of 

himself that at the age of 20 years he did not know 

the meaning of the words 'English grammar,' up to 

the honored senior bishop of our church. 

"For fifty-seven years he was in the ministry in 

the work of saving human souls. Four times pre, 

siding elder, four times delegate to the General Con, 

ference, four years principal of Dickinson College 

Grammar School, four years assistant book agent, 

and thirty years as bishop, fill up the measure of an 

extraordinary life. In every one of these offices he 

met the full measure of useful~ess and expectation. 

" It will be interesting as well·as profitable to con

sider some of the traits that enabled this Appoquini, 

mink plow boy to become the head and front of this 

great religious denomination. 

"Bishop Scott was converted October 16, 18:22, at 

a Methodist meeting held at the house of a respected 

colored man named Carter at Fieldsborough. The 

bishop writes of his conversion as follows: ' I can 

never forget that night. I was just five days past 

20 years of age. All nature seemed to sympathize in 

the wondrous joy.' As a boy he was full of spirit 

and ambitious, a little wild at times, and gave his 

mother much concern. Genial, masterful, impulsive 

and an admirable performer upon the violin, he soon 

became the center of the social circle. No social 

gathering or jollification in the neighborhood was 



... 

complete without Levi Scott. H1! loved his violin 

and clung to it until his conversiion. He then, in 

deference to public sentiment, exchanged it for a 

German flute. There was a winsome gentleness, a 

considerate deference for others in his manner that 

early made him a favorite. Boys instinctively render 

homage to a pure disinterested nature. They love ~ 

manly boy and hate a mean one. His constitution 

was delicate, and several times during his long life 

ran down and compelled him to take spells of rest 

from his intense labor. 

"One masterful trait of his character was con, 

scientious thoroughness. · His work was always well 

done, whatever it might be. He: slighted nothing. 

Again, he was thoroughly sincere and disliked sham. 

The key of his success unquestionably was incessant 

work. 

"While learning cabinet-making with John Janvier, 

he would keep his book open before him and read 

every leisure moment. At Dickinson College while 

teaching others he spent all his leisure time in higher 

studies and in broad mental culture. In the book 

rooms it was his judgment that determined what was 

fit for publication. As presiding elder and bishop 

his judgment of men was clear and generally correct. 

He was particularly noted for broad grasp of consti, 

tutional and fundamental questio1t1s in church polity. 

His sermons were most effective. He was a man of 

faith and prayer, with a gentle melodious voice, 

solemn and dignified manner, he presented his sub, 

jects with great power. The Rev. John S. Inskip, 



who was converted under his preaching, says of him: 
'We, however, knew and appreciated him most as a 
preacher. He was the most incisive preacher we 
ever heard. Such preaching is seldom heard in these 
days. We knew, admired and loved him in all the 
responsible positions he occupied in the church, but it 
was as a preacher and pastor we knew and appreciated 
him most.' 

"He spent much time on his knees in private 
prayer. A minister stopping with him on one 
occasion, early in the morning, heard the voice of the 
bishop in the next room apparently in earnest conver, 
sation with some one; upon going to the bishop's 
room, he found him on his knees in prayer. The 
friend says it seemed as if God was in the room, and 
the bishop was holding a low voice conversation with 
him; that he was talking with a present Savior. From 
the noise some people make in prayer one would 
think God was afar off. The kneeling posture seemed 
to be a favorite one with him. Sometimes for recre, 
ation he would take a gunning trip. Frederick Con, 
ner of Accomac county, Virginia, whom the bishop 
was visiting on one occasion, says he and the bishop 
at times went gunning together. Once he was 
badly beaten by his preacher friend in shooting squir, 
rels. He attributed the bishop's success to the fact 
that he always knelt before firing. 

"The Rev. Andrew Manship in his book "Thir, 
teen Years in the Itineracy,' has this to say of Bishop 
Scott and this church: 

,, 



"'A modern M. E. church was consecrated on 

October of this year (1852) to the worship of AI~ 

mighty God at Cantwell's Bridge, now Odessa, New 

Castle county, Delaware. Bishop Scott preached in 

the morning to a delighted audience. This is the 

native place of Bishop Scott and no minister could be 

more universally esteemed than he in that region of 

country. At night it was my privilege to preach in 

the new temple. I do not wish to speak to the 

disparagement of other churches in Delaware, but I 

am compelled to say, this in my opinion is unsurpassed 

for neatne.ss, substantiability, suitability and beauty. 

One of the most interesting things about it is its 

freedom from debt. I well remember a fact with 

which I was that day made acquainted. The builder 

complained that he had lost money by the transaction. 

Be it spoken, however, to his credit, he did not slight 

the job and his work will praise him. The trustees 

and congregation were both generously disposed, and 

as there was a sufficiency of funds subscribed and 

given in the morning to cover the claim, at night there 

were a few hundred dollars subscribed as a donation 

to the builder. This looked to me highly honorable 

and Christian like, and the impression made upon me 

that day both in regard to the minister, the Rev. 

Joseph Aspril and his flock was that they delighted to 

do justly,, to love mercy and to walk humbly with their 

God. B:ishop Scott was at that time on the eve 

of sailing; for Africa. He nobly on that day made a 

subscription, saying: "If I live to return from Africa 

I will pay it,' unexpectedly, however, to him, before 

we left that town, by the kindness of some of his 



numerous friends, this matter was adjusted and 
duly paid.' 

"Among the earliest labors of Bishop Scott after 
his election as bishop, was his official visit to Liberia. 
He sailed from Baltimore in the bark Shirley, Captain 
Chosen, November 29, 1852, and anchored in Mon
rovia Roadstead, January 6, 1853, after a voyage of 
thirty-seven days. His experience, labors and life 
while in Africa, are artlessly told by him in a diary 
kept by him at the time, which is well worth reading. 

"In all fields, no bishop of the Church worked more 
faithfully or acceptably than he. He commanded the 
confidence and love of all. At his funeral Bishop 
Simpson characterized his life by saying: 'He had wide 
views and a loving heart; he was a wise, careful and 
judicious overseer of God's Church.' 

"By hard study he overcame the lack of early 
education. He became a good Greek and Latin 
scholar and linguist, and was broadly educated by 
hard study and contact with men. 

"His home for the last twenty years of his life was 
the old homestead on Appoquinimink creek, to which 
he had given the name of 'Itinerants' Lodge.' Here he 
spent the last days of his life in much affliction. In 
1879 he lost his dearly beloved wife. In May, 1880 
he was stricken with paralysis and his powers began 
to wane. He felt the end was nigh. 

"He loved this home of his birth and childhood, the 
old log house in which he was born, was converted 
into a workhouse and granary, when the new dwelling 



was built, and it is now in a state of perfect preser, 

vation. In 1880 Dr. E. H. Stokes of Ocean Grove, 

N. J., and Dr. Matlack visited the bishop. While 

there, they entered what had been in its day a first, 

class log,house, the logs, which were yellow poplar, 

instead of being rough,hewed, had been neatly sawed 

and some of them were fifteen inches through. I 

suppose, said the bishop, they are one hundred years 

old, and as he struck his cane against them, remarked, 

I think they are good for a hundred years to come. 

'There,' said the bishop, as we stood in the front room, 

'is the place where seventy,eight years and one month 

ago, I first saw the ·light; and there in the same spot 

several years ago, my ~other died.' 

" T his house is now the property of his son,in,law, 

our friend, George L. Townsend. It should be 

religiously preserved as one of Delaware's historic 

buildings. 

" T he farm consisted of about 130 acres of excellent 

land. The bishop knew every rood of that land and 

every turn and shady nook in the creek. For him 

the old trees had records and legends. 

"Boy and· man, he belonged to the people of that 

community. For miles around his home, 'Itinerants·· 

Lodge.' He walked among his neighbors with un-· 

affected modesty; all loved him. In all his business 

relations he so conducted himself that after his 

death, the sentiment of the people was voiced by one 

of his humblest neighbors, who was not a member 

of the church, in these words: 'Bishop Scott was 

a square man.' Well would it be if professing 



Christians lived so that it might be said of each 
when he died, 'He was a square man., 

"The bishop was a liberal contributor to this 
Church. In his last years until prevented by in, 
firmity, he was quite regular in attendance upon its 
services. He occupied a chair placed for him within 
the chancel, and no one could have been a more 
attentive listener or a more devout worshipper. His 
prayer after sermon was often thrilling in its pathos 
and power, and the solemn and impressive benediction 
with which the venerable man dismissed the congre, 
gation, seemed sometimes to be descending from the 
skies. As he feebly tottered down the aisle there 
were numbers who tarried and clasped hands with 
him and received his affectionate greeting. He as, 
sisted in the administration of the Lord's Supper, 
until he dared no longer trust himself to bear the 
emblems to the communicants; but even after that 
time, on several occasions, he sat wearily and dis, 
missed the tables, while the lingering people were 
bathed in tears. He has gone out of the community 
and away from the church, revered, beloved, lamented. 

"Of the seven children born to him only two sur, 
vive. The Rev. Alfred Scott of Wilmington, and 
Cornelia, the wife of George L. Townsend of Odessa. 
To them and to his gifted grandchildren, as well as 
to this community, he has left a priceless heritage, a 
spotless name and a life of singular purity and power. 

"I regard Levi Scott as one of the greatest men this 
peninsula has produced, measuring him by all the 
rules of elemental manhood." 
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History shows us that by the early 18th century there was a scattering of buildings 
along the south side of Main Street. Some of these buildings, such as the Starr-Lore house, 
the John Ennis house, and the old Moore house, are constructed partially with plank and 
logs. 

The Appoquinimink Creek was navigable for about seven miles from the Delaware River, 
and steamboats ascended as far as Odessa. Formerly known as Cantwells Bridge, Odessa had 
become the shipping center for a large and productive farming country. By the 1770s, the 
building of the Wilson and Corbit houses 
indicated that the town had real commercial 
importance. 

In 1882 the north side of Main Street, 
which had been open land, was laid out in 
lots; and the Brick Hotel was the first of 
many buildings to be constructed on that 
side of town. However, when the fertility 
of the soil on nearby farms became 
exhausted, it slowed down most of the 
commercial activity and building until 
about 1835, when commercial fertilizer and 
the planting of peach orchards began to 
revive the area. 

This revival again brought about the 
building of many fine wooden houses in the 

·1ate Federal style on Main and High 
Streets, which attested to the return of 
more prosperous times. 

Building continued in the town until 
the "yellows," or blight, delivered a 
devastating blow to the peach orchards of 
the area. The peach industry never 
recovered, and by the early 1900s Odessa 
was no longer a port of much importance. 
Construction of new buildings not only 
ceased, but many of the fine buildings also 
were allowed to deteriorate to an almost 
unbelievable state over the years. 

SUCH 
HAVE 
TOWNS 
RICAL 

TOWNS AS NEW CASTLE AND ODESSA 
SET AN EXAMPLE FOR OTHER SMALL 
WITH EQUALLY INTERESTING HISTO
BACKGROUNDS. 

In 1938 Rodney Sharp restored t he 
Corbit house and purchased and restored 
several old buildings around it. This move 
excited the imaginations of many of the 
Odessa folks, and restoration work started 
all over the village, continuing until its 
present state. A section of Odessa was 
placed on the National Register, and local 
authorities zoned the whole town Historic. 
It also has several buildings operated as 
museums by Winterthur Museum of Wilmington. 

Twenty-one years ago the Women's Club 
of Odessa, along with other residents of 
the town, stood back and took a long look 
at this restored gem. With great pride they 
decided then to show their town to the 
whole world if they could. Thus, "Christmas 
in Odessa" was born, 

It seems to me that such towns as New 
Castle and Odessa have set an example for 
many of our small towns and communities 
that have equally interestt ng historical 
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backgrounds, With great pride and effort , 
the townspeople have researched their 
histories and restored the towns as they 
once were , They did it not only to satisfy 
the generation t hat helped restore them, 
many of whom have passed on, but also to 
show and teach the ear ly way of life to all 
future generations . 

The Starr-Lore house is one of the 
many historic homes which were on the 
Christmas Tour this year, Located on Main 
Street, it is a three-story colonial 
clapboard that began in 1775 as a modest 
log cabin belonging to Jacob and Hannah 
Starr. Jacob was a Quaker shipmaster who 
hau l ed material s on his shal l op from 
Philadelphia to Odessa for the construction 
of the Corbit house. 

The original log house was two stories 
high, with a stone basement . The old 
basement kitchen of the origi nal log cabin 
has been restored and was open to visitors 
on the tour, 

Three working fireplaces1 one on each 
level, are still in use, The original 
random width yellow pine board floors 
remain in excellent cond i tion . This section 
of the house has nine-over- six- pane windows 
and a winding staircase from the cellar to 
the attic, 

About 1800, · the second and central 
portion of the house was added by the 
family of Thomas Starr, a relative of the 
original owner. The high ceiling of the 
downstairs addition is ind i cative of the 
Federal period, and the low ceiling of the 
sencond upstairs bedroom indicates its use 
as a chilren ' s bedroom. The family had four 
children. 

Eldad Lore purchased the Starr house 
in the early 1830s. He added the center 
hall , main stairway, front Empire par lor 
with blue marble fireplace, large upstairs 
master bedroom with firepla~e , and third 
floor rooms. By 1855 the house had passed 
into t he hands of its most il l ustrious 
owner, Charles Lore, Eldad ' s son and 
eventual Chief Justice, 

The t hree periods 
construction of the 

represented 
Starr-Lore 

in the 
house-- 2 

Colonial, Feder al , and Empire--have been 
adhered to in the furni shings by the 
current owners, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jamison 
and Mrs . Jamison ' s mother, Mrs. Irene 
Clapp. 

Reprinted by permission of The Isl and Paper , a 
publication of Public Service Electric and Gas, 
Hancocks Bridge, NJ, 

Of Interest 
V Gov. Castle has made- four appointments to 
the Delaware Humanities Council . 
Reappointed for another term are Thomas L. 
Clark, attorney in the Legal Department of 
the DuPont Co. ; Madeline A. Dunn, former 
supervisor of art in Sussex County public 
schools and member of the D. F.P. board; and 
Richmond D. Williams , director of the 
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library. John 
R. Kern, a new appoint ee, is director of 
the State Division of Historical and 
Cultural Affairs. 

~ The Archive of Folk 
Library of Congress ' s 
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American 

of the 
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Center has announced the availability of 
student i nternships of up to fifteen weeks 
for spring, summer, and fall terms. 
Graduate students pursuing degrees in 
folklore , library science, anthropology, 
ethnomusicology, American studies, museum 
studies , or related fields are el i gible to 
apply to the program which offers 
diversified experience in processing and 
ser vicing a large collection of general and 
special materia l s--sound record i ngs 1 

photographs, manuscripts-- in the fields of 
folklife and ethnomusicology. Application 
deadlines are October 1, March 1, and 
June 1 for the following term, Address 
inqiries to: Folk Archive Intern Program, 
American Folklife Center, Library of 
Congress, Washington, DC 20540; 202-287-
5510. 

~ The Brandywine Friends of Old Time Music 
will present the following concerts at 
Daugherty Hall on Main Street in Newark: 
Jan, 10 - Larry Sparks and the Lonesome 
Ramblers; Feb. 23 - The Roane Mountai n 
Hilltoppers ; and Early Mar. - Bill Grant 
and Del ia Bell. The 5th Annual Grand 
Bluegrass and Traditional Country Music 
Festival will be held in mid-March at the 
Grand Opera House on Market Street in 
Wilmington. For further information write 
B.F.O.T.M., P. 0. Box 3604, Greenvi l le, DE 
19807. 

~ Folk Survivors look forward to hosting 
concerts by Bi ll Staines , Anne Hills, and 
others in 1986. To be placed on the mailing 
list, write 2228 Grubb Rd., Wilmington , DE 
19810 or call 302-475-2599. 

V Folklore/Folklife, a booklet which 
provides an introduction to the field of 
folklore studies , is avai lable for $3. 50 a 
copy from the American Folklore Society, 
1703 New Hampshire Avenue, N.W. , 
Washington, DC 20009, 

V Scarecrow Press announces that a new 
anthropological and bibliographic guide to 
native populations of Maryland and Delaware 
wil l soon be ava il able. In Pursuit of the 
Past by Fr ank W. Porter I I!covers Accokeek 
Creek, the si te of the Pi scataway I nd i an 
vi ll age of Moyaone; t he modern-day 
Nanticoke I ndian community in Oak Orchard , 
Delaware; and the Island Fiel d Museum i n 
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Delaware. To receive notification of 
re l ease of the book, write Scarecrow Press, 
52 Liberty Street, P. O. Box 4167, 
Metuchen , NJ 08840. 

~ The American Culture Association will 
hold its National Conference in Atlanta, 
Georgi a , April 2 - 6, 1986. Papers will be 
presented on the topic of city culture. 
For information contact Amy Skil l man , area 
chair, 21442 Encina Road, Topanga, CA 
90290; 213-455-3042 . 

~ National Public Radio is presenting a 
series of thirteen half- hour radio programs 
drawn from the .holdings of the Archive of 
Folk Culture, entitled "Our Musical 
Heritage. 11 Produced by Bob Carlin, a 
Philadelphia area musician, the series 
i•ncludes programs on the fiddle, the banjo, 
the harmonica, and other portable 
instruments , as well as programs devoted to 
songs of work, music from the old country, 
and dance bands. The program airs locally 
on WHYY-FM 91 at 3:30 p.m. Saturdays. 

~ Laying of the keel for a hand-hewn 
replica of the Kalmar Nyckel is scheduled 
to take place next spring at a boatyard on 
the Christina River in Wilmington. The 200-
ton three-masted ship will be the 
centerpiece of the 350th anniversary of the 
settlement of the Delaware River area by 
the Swedes and Finns in 1688. The 97-foot 
warship Kalmar Nyckel brought 23 settlers 
who landed at The Rocks at what is now 
Wilmington. The colony they founded , the 
only one by Sweden in the New World, 
ultimately spread to New Jersey and 
Pennsylvania • 

*** 
A COUNT RY CHRISTMAS 

Hol iday Recollections of Lillian Camper 

I was born October 16, 1899, to Mary L. and 
Samuel A. Short. At age six months I moved 
to a large farm two and a half miles from 
town [Harrington]. There were ten children. 
I was next to oldest , and you know what it 
was like goi ng to bed! The livi ng room! 
Clothes everywhere! We had a Maple Clermont 
woodstove, and it was warm down there. When 
we opened the hall door to go to bed it 
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didn't take long to jump into our 
featherbeds and blankets! We slept all 
night, sometimes three in a bed, and it was 
wonderful! 

Mom and Pop always tried to give the kids a 
good Christmas . The kids didn't give the 
parents gifts except those that teachers 
got them to make. After the kids got grown, 
they would bring their families. Mom had a 
table that would seat twelve or fourteen, 
and it was nothing to have that table 
filled twice. Didn ' t mean a thing! The 
table was mostly a white linen cloth, and I 
don't think paper napkins had come arouQ..Q_ 
then. We used 1 i nen napkins. She had 
special dishes. 

We always had turkeys, cranberries, you 
name it! Mince pies! A lot of relatives 
would come. Mom was a good cook and they 
all knew it. She raised the turkeys on the 
farm. The tree had those fancy balls that 
break so easy and sometimes we'd string up 
popcorn if we didn ' t have tinsel. We had 
wreaths--holly wreaths. We made 'em. They 
were on the door. First thing, you'd get a 
twig that would bend and lay the holly on 
the wreath and wrap wire around it. You'd 
keep the holly thic k and put a red bow on 
it. 

Excerpted from Womenfolk, compiled by Kim Burdick 

FOLKLIFE NEWS 
A PUBLICATION OF THE 

DELAWARE FOLKLIFE PROJECT 
2 Crestwood Place 

Wilmington, DE 19809 

RENEW*** RENEW*** RENEW*** RENEW 

Check your mailing label for the expirati on 
date of your Delaware Folklife Project 
membership. If it needs to be renewed, 
please don't hesitate. We want to be able 
to continue sending you our newsletter and 
announcements and keeping you informed 
about folklife in Jelaware. 
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*** Mernbership 

The Delaware Folklife Project is an all
volunteer organization dedicated to docu
menting, promoting, and presenting to the 
public the many facets of Delaware's tradi
tional cultures. l'lembers receive a quarter
ly newsletter, invitations to special events 
throughout the state and elsewhere, and a 
share in the excitement of discovering what's 
old and new in Delaware. 

Send check or money order to 
MEMBERSHIP 

Delaware Folklife Project 
2 Crestwood Place 

Wilmington, DE 19809 

__ $ 6 Individual __ $ 25 Friend 
__ $10 Family __ $ 50 Patron 
__ $ 5 -Senior or __ $ 1 OD Benefactor 

Student __ $1000 Corporate 

Name __ __;.;;__ __________ _ 

Address _____________ _ 

Expires: Fall ' 84 
Ms. Delma Batton 
45 S. State St. 
Dover, DE 19901 



PUBLICITY RELEASE NOVEMBER 23, 1968 

DELAWARE HOUSE TOUR : "CHRISTMAS IN ODESSA II 

FoR THE FOURTH COMSECuT 1vE YEAR, THE WOMEN 's CLUB o ffibE~~,1~A\·iARE, 

IS SPONSOR ING "CHRISTMAS IN 0DESSA 11
1 A TOUR OF PR IVATE HOMES , HISTORIC HOUSE 

MUSEUMS, ANO OTHER BUILDINGS IN ANO NEAR THIS SMA LL COLONIAL TOWN. 

THE DATE IS SUNDAY, DECEMBER 8, 1968, 12 NOON TO 5 P.M . , AND TICKETS 

ARE $2 ,50 PER ADULT, $1 . 50 PER STUDENT . TICKETS MAY BE PURCHASED THE DAY 

OF THE TOUR AT THE FIRE HOUSE OR THE "PUMP House:" ON MAIN STREET, OR AT THE 

KAY - 0 GASOLINE STATION LOCATED IN THE MEDIAN OF RouTE 13 J UST NORTH OF 

ODESSA , TICKETS MAY ALSO BE PURCHASED IN ADVANCE FROM MRS, CHARLES JONES, 

lo8 EAST REDD ING STREET, MIDDLETOWN , DELAl•iARE 1 19709, TELEPHONE 378-9o87 

(AREA CODE 302) . 

OPEN FOR THE TOUR AND DECORATED FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON will BE THE 

FOLLOWING : 

THE METHODIST PARSONAGE , ONCE THE HOME OF THE PROMINENT 18TH 
CENTURY DELAWARE CABINET MAKER, JOHN JANV IER . Now HOME OF THE 
REV. ANO MRS. WILLIAM ARCHER . 

HOME OF MRS. J.C . CALLOWAY - THE BRICK PORT ION OF THE HOUSE IS 
DATED NO LATER THAN 1720 OR 1730, AND IT IS BELIEVED TO BE THE 
OR I GINAL •MANSE OF OLD DRAWYERS CHURCH , 

HOME OF MR . ANO MRS . GAN TT WI LL I AM M ILLER, JR . - A 19TH CENTURY 
HOUSE FILLE D WITH CHINESE ANTIQUES AND CHIN ESE DECORATIONS . 

"THE PUMP HOUSE" - THIS SMALL BRICK HOUSE WITH INTEREST I NG ARCHITEC
TURAL DETAILS WAS BUILT ABOUT 1772 . THE wELL IN FRONT ONCE SUP
PLIED WATER TO FAM I LIES IN TH IS AREA , HOME OF MRS . C. W. HAZEL . 

HOME OF MR . AND MRS . JESSE LOVEN - A FRAME AND LOG HOUSE BUILT IN 1740. 

HOME OF MR . AND MRS . WALTER L. TINDALL, JR. - A NEW HOUSE OVER
LOOKING SHALLCROSS LAKE . 

HOME OF MRS. H.B. ROBERTS AND MR . JAMES T . SHALLCROSS - ONCE 
OWNED AND LIVED IN BY CHIEF JUSTICE CHARLES 8 . LORE AND HIS FATHFP 
ORIGINAL END OF THE HOUSE wAS BUILT OF LOGS ABOUT 1740 . THE NEW 
END WAS BUILT BETWEEN 1820 AND 1830. 

THE COLLINS-SHARP HOUSE - TWO EARLY 18TH CENTURY DELAWARE HOUSES 
JO I NED TOGETHER ABOUT l740. THE HOUSE AND 200 YEAR OLD BOX\·/0 00 
TREES WERE MOVED TO ODESSA IN 1962 BY MR. H. RODNEY SHARP OF 
WILMINGTON WHO RESTORED ANO FURNISHED THE BUILD ING WI TH APPRO
PRIATE ANTIQUES, 



(PAcE 2, PUBL !CITY RELEASE, NOVEMBER 23, 1968, DELAWARE HousE TouR: 
"CHRISTMAS IN ODESSA") 

THE CORBIT-SHARP HousE, BUILT BY THE YOUNG QUAKER , WILLIAM CORBIT, 
IN 1772 , CONTA INS AN OUTSTAND ING COLLECTION Of 18TH CENTURY FURNITURE, 
COLONIAL FLOWER ARRANGEMENTS BY THE MIDDLETOWN - ODESSA GARDEN CLUB 
WILL BE ON VIEW IN SEVERAL ROOMS , 

THE DAVID WILSON MANSION (1747-1769) FEATURES F I NE EAR LY AMER I CAN 
FURNITURE AND INTERESTING MEMENTOES OF OLD ODESSA FAMILIES , 

THE (ALLOWAY MEMORIAL - CORBIT L I BRARY - A COMPLETE SMALL LIBRARY, 
LESS THAN A YEAR OLD 1 IS A MEMOR IAL TO J . C . CALLOWAY OF ODESSA, 
AND INCORPORATES THE EARLIER TOWN LIBRARY DONATED IN THE 19TH 
CENTURY BY A WEMBER OF THE CORBIT FAMILY. REFRESHMENTS WILL BE 
SERVED HERE. 

THERE WI LL BE A CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOP IN THE 8R~CK HOTEL ON MAIN STREET, 

OPEN FROM 12 NOON TO 6 P.M. INTERESTING AND UNUSUAL ITEMS, MANY HAND-CRAFTED, 

WI LL BE SOLD AT THE SHOP ; CANDLES , MIRRORS, APPLE CONES AND OTHER REPRODUCT

IONS OF EARLY AMERICAN PIECESj CERAMICS, TREE DECORATIONS , JEWELRY, KNITTED 

WEAR , GREENS , POTTED PLANTS, CAND IES, ETC. 

LUNCHES, AT ADDITIONAL COST , WILL BE SERVED DURING THE HOURS OF THE TouR 

AT THE F IRE HOUSE, UNDER THE SUPERV I S ION OF THE LAD IES' Aux~L IARY TO THE ODESSA 

FIRE COMPANY . 

PROCEEDS FROM THE 11CHR ISTMAS IN 0DESSA 11 TOUR WI LL BE USCD FOR THE CLUB'S 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND FOR LOCAL STUDENTS I N NURSING AND TEACHING, 

ODESSA IS LOCATED ON ROUTE 13, 24 MILES SOUTH OF WI LM INGTON, AND 2~ 

MILES NORTH OF DOVER. 

FOR THE PROTECTION OF RUGS AND FLOORS, WOMEN ARE REQUESTED TO WEAR LOW HEELS . 

THE WOMEN'S CLUB OF ODESSA 

ODESSA, DELAWARE 19730 

MRS. HORACE L . HOTCHKISS, JR. 

PUBLICITY CHAIRMAN FOR 

"CHRISTMAS IN ODESSA II 



PUBLI C IT Y RELEASE OCTOBER 31 , 1968 

"CHRI STMAS IN ODESSA" HOUSE TOUR \-i l LL INCLUDE CHR IS T MAS CR/\ FT SHOP . 

THE WOMEN ' S CLUB Or ODE S SA , 0ELA\-iARE , IS ONCE AGAIN SPONSOR I NG 

'' CHRI S T MAS I N ODESSA 11
, A T OUR Or PR I V/\TE HOMES ANO HI STOR I C HOUSE 

MUSEU MS I N ANO AROUIJO THI S SMA LL COLON I AL TO\m . T HE DATE Or T HE 

TOUR rs SUNDAY , DEC EM~ER 8 FR OM 12 NOON TO 5 P.M. ANO TICKETS ARE 

$2 .50 PER ADULT ANO $1 .50 PER STUDENT. 

I N CONJUNCTION ~ITH THE TOUR, THERE WI LL BE A CHR IS T MAS CRAFT 

S HOP LOCATED I N THE 8 R tCK HOTEL ON MIIIN STREET. THE S HOP WIL L BE 

OPEN FR OM NOON TO 6:00 P.M. 

A LARGE VAR IET Y Or INTEREST I NG AND UNUSUAL ITE MS, MANY H/\NO-

CRAFT ED , WI LL BE SOLD AT T HE S HOP : JEWELRY> KNI TTED WEA R , CERAMICS, 

TREE DE CORATIONS, REPRODUCT I ONS Or COLON I AL P IE CES , GRE E NS , POTTED 

PLANTS , ETC . 

TH OSE INT ERESTE D I N HAVING T HEIR CRAFTS roR SALE I N THE SHOP 

MAY WR IT E FOR INFORM/\T l • N TO THE WOMEN'S CLUB o r ODESSA , c/o MRS . 

Wr LL IAM WOLL ERT oN , Box 134, R . D . 2, M1DDLETmm, DELAWARE 19709, OR 

TE LEPHON E 378-2259 (AREA CODE 302) . 

T HE WOME N 'S CL UB Of ODESSA 

ODES SA , DE LAWARE 19730 
MRS . HORA CE L . HOT CHK ISS , JR . 

PUBL I C IT Y CHA IRMAN FOR 

"CHR ISTMAS IN ODESSA" 
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ODESSA DAY 
SATURDAY, MAY 10, 1952 

Eleven A.M. to five P.M. 
D.S.T. 

$1.50 

This ticket will admit bearer 
to 14 Buildings as listed on map 

( 

14 

13 



[!) 
•• 1, .. os MUT•M'-i; 
HOutl' 17aS li :, 

! 

\.OQ •oo.tffflltfoll.lo 

ea,.sc:ot 1'4<h1tc D 

D 
ROUTE 13 

C1ftCAl1lO~ 

OTHER PLACES OF INTEREST 

OLO O~AWVEQS 
CHUfH;H 177,a !JD 

(Not Open to the P1iblic) 
WHITBY HousE-CIRcA 1772-In pro

cess of restoration by Mr. H. Rodney 
Sharp. '--------------------

□ o:~::o;• o~ 
H __ 

DAVIS HousE AND STORE-Residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Harrison V. Davis. 
CIRCA 1825. 

CROFT HousE-Very early Colonial, small 
frame. "' -,.., TO WILMlNGiTON 

□□□i 
THE MACDONOUGH HOUSE - 2 miles 

north of Odessa on Route 13. The 
birthplace of "The Hero of Lake 
Champlain." James MacDonough, 
grandfather of the Commodore, settled 
here in 1730, at a place then known 
as the "Trap." North of the house is 
a family graveyard within a brick wall. 

/

N ~ 

The tour is sponsored by the Community 
Center Association. Proceeds will be used for 
Civic improvements. Free movies for children 

S ooe: SSA at the Community Center during the tour. Rest 
rooms at Community Center. 

Platters aud sandwiches will be served, from 
eleven to seven by the W. S. C. S. of- St. 
Paul's Methodist Ch1,rch. 

Tickets for the tour, $1.50. Tickets may b.e, 
obtained at Fire House, Community Center, Old 
Drawyers and the Information Booth. Boy 
Scouts will act as guides. No tickets will be 
sold after 4 P. M. 

~ 

Picture Post Cards of Odessa ~ 
A11tiq11es and Gifts ·-C 

ODESSA GIFT SHOP 

Ashcraft House 

ODESSA DAY 
ODESSA, DELA WARE 

SATURDAY, MAY 10, 1952 

Eleven A. M. to Five P. M. 
(D.S. T.) 

~ 

SITUATED 22 miles south of Wilmington 
on Route 13, this charming Delaware village 
will again play host to visitors this year. As 
early as 1659 there was a small hamlet here, 
known as Appoquinimie Landing. In 1721 
a toll bridge over the Appoquinimink Creek was 
built and operated by Richard Cantwell, son of 
Edward Cantwell, to whom the land had been 
deeded after its confiscation by the English. 
The village then became known as Cantwell's 
Bridge and grew rapidly in importance, In 
1825 six large granaries stood on the bank of 
the creek, shipping 400,000 bushels of grain an
nually to coastal points and abroad. Because 
of this in 1855 the town was renamed Odessa, 
after the great Russian grain port. Early 
Colonial quaintness and charm still abound. 
On May 10 fourteen fine examples of Colonial 
architecture wilt be open to the public. A 
brief description follows: 



(1) COMMUNITY HOUSE 
This building was formerly the public 

school and housed the Corbit Library. 
The east wing was built in 1844 and the 
west wing in 1893. 

(2) LORE HOUSE 
Once owned and lived in by Chief Jus

tice Charles B. Lore and his father. 
Original end of the house was built of 
logs about 1740. The brick-paved cellar 
has large fireplace, indicating its use as 
a kitchen. 'Winding stairway runs from 
cellar to third floor. Residence of Mr. 
and Mrs. James T. Shallcross, since 1926. 

(3) MAILLY HOUSE 
The exact date of this house is not 

known, the records having been burned 
in the fire in the Court House at New 
Castle. It is believed to be around 1770. 
The front was added thirteen years ago. 
Residence of Mr. and Mrs. W. Mailly 
Davis. 

(4) THE DAVID WILSON HOUSE 
Georgian Colonial house built in 1769 

from plans by Robert May & Company 
of London for David \Vilson, a prosper
ous merchant and a member of the So
ciety of Friends. The house now contains 
the Mary Corbit Warner Museum and a 
collection of antique furniture from the 
estate of Dr. and Mrs. J. Newberry Reyn
olds. The Corbit Library has also been 
located here since 1924. This was the 
first free library in the state and the 
only free library for 47 years. 

(5) THE WILLIAM CoRBIT HousE 
A beautiful examp'e of Georgian Col

onial architecture. Built in 1772 for Wil
liam Corbit from plans by Robert May & 
Company of London. William Corbit 
operated tanneries and was a member of 
the Society of Friends. The house was 
occupied by the Corbit fami ly until 1938 

when it was purchased by H. Rodney 
Sharp of Wilmington. The present owner 
hasi restored it and furnished it with an
tiques most of which were obtained within 
a radius of one hundred miles of Odessa. 

(6) Co1~0NIAL BRICK HousE 
Built about 1772, this house has some 

intc:resting architectural details. It was 
pu!'chased and restored by Mr. Sharp. 
The well in front of the house once sup
plil:d all families in that end of the town. 
In early days this was a store and part 
of the second floor a lodge room. Resi
dence of Mrs. Lee Sparks. 

(7) CowNIAL FRAME AND LOG HousE 
lBuilt about 1740 and recently restored 

by Mr. Sharp. The logs are of white 
oak. Woodwork, floors and beaded beams 
in kitchen are outstanding. Residence of 
Ml'. and Mrs. Jesse A. Loven. 

(8) FAIRVIEW 
Another fine example of Georgian Col

onial architecture. It was built in 1773 
from plans by Robert May and Company 
for Major James Moore who was an or
igi1nal member of and one time treasurer 
of the Society of the Cincinnati. The 
M~>ore family lived here until 1928. The 
house is now the residence of Mr. and 
Mrs. Geonre F. Kelly, who began restora
tiom in 1947. 

(9) Et.RLY BRICK HOUSE 
The brick portion of this house is be

lieved to be the original manse of Old 
Drawyers Church. The frame addition is 
in keeping with the period. Residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Clifford Calloway. 

(10) T EfE OLD INN 

The present inn was built in 1822. The 
fropt section was joined to a pre-revolu
tiomary two-story, brick, salt box house. 
Early records show that King's High-

way circled the rear of this building. In
teresting architectural details are the twin 
chimneys and front porch posts of hand
hewn ship's masts. Residence of Mr. and 
Mrs. P. L. McWhorter. 

(11) FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE 
A small brick building about twenty 

feet square. It was built by David Wilson 
in 1783 and deeded to four trustees for 
"a Society of Friends (called Quakers) 
in Appoquinimink." 

(12) THOMAS HOUSE 
The original part of this house is built 

of hand-hewn ,Jogs, hand split shingles 
and laths. Partitions are of wood. Be
lieved to date around 1740. During res
toration of the study, the fireplace was 
found to extend up under the panelling. 
Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. 
Heller, whose family has owned it since 
1872. 

(13) OLD DRAWYERS CHURCH 
The first congregation was formed in 

1708 and worshipped in a frame build
ing. The present church was begun in 
1773 from plans by Robert May and 
Company and was remodeled inside in 
1833. A communion service of silver 
plate consisting of "a Tankard and two 
Canns" was purchased by the trustees of 
the church in 1791 for the sum of 10 
pounds 10 shillings. 

(14) CYRUS POLK HOUSE 
Built around 1852. Furnished with 

Chinese antiques elating from Han dyn
asty (200 B. C. to 200 A. D.) together 
with other Chinese articles representing 
the various periods up to the present day. 
The house is now the residence of Mr. 
and Mrs. Gantt Wm. Miller, Jr. 
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(15) January House 
The restoration of this house has 

recently been completed by Mr. H. 
Rodneyi Sharp. It derives Its name 
from the earliest known owners, 
Peter and Jannet January, who con
veyed it to Davidi !Wilson May 29, 
1773. It Is now the residence of Mr. 
and Mrs. Thomas ·E. Burrough. 

Old St. Anne's Ch\Jrch 
Old Saint Anne's, "The Congregation of Ap

poquinimink," was founded by the Society for 
the Propagation of the Gospel. The first struc
ture on the present site 0705) was a log 
chapel. 

The ,present Church dates from 1'768. The 
red Colonial bricks and white trim, with unique 
molded plaster cornices, combined with the in
terior paneling, original pews and ipulpit, make 
St. Anne's one of the finest colonial churches 
in Delaware. 

The Churchyal'd was enclosed from the 
highway on two sides in 1913 ,by a paneled brick 
wall. Within it are buried many distinguished 
Delawareans. The giant white oak near the 
south entrance of the Church is at least 365 
years old. · 

At the present time restoration of the Church 
building to Its state prior to 1849 Is being made. 

Old St. Anne's is four miles from Odessa 
on 'Routes 4 to Middletown and 71 south of 
town. 

~ 

The tour is sponsored by the Community 
Center Association. Proceeds will be used for 
civic Improvements. 

Platters and sandwiches will be served at 
the Firehouse, from ii noon to seven by the 
W. S. C. S. of St. Paul's Methodist Church. 

Tickets for the tour, $2.00. Tickets may •be 
obtained at Fire House, rcommunity Center, 
Old Drawyers and the Information IJ3ooth. Boy 
Scouts will act as guides. No tickets will be 
sold after 5 P.M. 

ODESSA DAY 
ODESSA, DELA WARE 

~ 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11, 1953 

12:30 P. M. to Six P. M. 

SITUATED 22 miles south of Wilmington on 
Route 13, this charming Delaware vlllage will 
again play host to visitors this year. As early 
as 1659 there was a small hamlet here, known 
a.s Appoqulnimie Landing. In 1721 a toll bridge 
over the Ap~oquini.rr)ink Creek was built and 
operated by Richard Cantwell, son of Edmund 
Cantwell, to whom the land had ·been deeded 
after its confiscation by the English. The vil
lage then became known as Cantwell's Bridge 
and grew rapidly in importance. In 1825 six 
large granaries stood on the bank of the creek, 
shipping 400,000 bushels of grain annually to 
coastal points and abroad. Because of this in 
1855 the town was renamed Odessa, after the 
great Russian grain port. Early Colonial 
quaintness and charm still abound. On Octo
ber 11 fifteen fine examples of Colonial archi
tecture will be open to the public. A brief de
scription follows: 



(1) Community House 
This building was formerly the public 

school and housed the 'Corbit Library. The 
east wing was built in 1844 and the west 
wing in 18!.'3. Rest rooms, free ,baby sitting 
and movies for children here during tour 
hours. 

(2) Lore House 

Once owned and lived in by Chief Jus
tice Charles B. Lore and his father. Orig
inal end of the house was built of logs 
about 1740. The brick-paved cellar has 
large fireplace, indicating its use as a 
kitchen. Winding stairway, runs from cel
lar to third floor. Residence of Mr. and 
Mrs. James T. Shallcross, since 1926. 

(3) Mailly House 
The exact date of this house is not 

known, the records having been burned in 
the fire in the 'Court House at New Castle. 
It is believed to be around 17'70. The front 
was added fourteen years ago. Residence 
of Mr. and Mrs. W. Maill\' tDavis. 

(4) The David Wilson House 

Georgian Colonial house built in 1769 
from plans by Robert May & Company of 
'London for David /Wilson, a prosperous 
merchant and a member of the Society of 
Friends. The house now contains the 
Mary Corbit Warner Museum and a col
lection of a.,tique furniture from the estate 
of Dr. and Mrs. J. Newberry Reynolds. The 
Corbit Library has also been located here 
since 1924. This was the first free library 
in the state and the onlyi free library for 
47 years. 

(5) The William Corbit House 
A beautiful example of Georgian Colo

nial architecture. Built in 17'72 for Wil
liam !Corbit from plans by 'Robert May & 
Comp:my of London. William Corbit op-

erated tanneries and was a member of the 
Society of Friends. The house was occu
pied by the Corbit family until 1938 when 
it was purchased by H. Rodney Sharp of 
Wilmington. The present owner has re
stored it and furnished it with antiques, 
most of which were obtained within a 
radius of one hundred miles of Odessa. 

(6) Colonial B rick House 
Built about 17:72, this house has some 

interesting architectural details. It was 
purchased and restored by Mr. Sharp. The 
well in front of the house once supplied 
all families in that end of the town. In 
early days this was a store and part of 
the second floor a lodge room. <Residence 
of Mrs. Lee Sparks. 

(7) Colonial Frame and Log House 
·Built about 1740 and recently restored 

by Mr. Sharp. The logs are of white oak. 
'Woodwork, floors and beaded beams in 
kitchen are outstanding. Residence of Mr. 
and Mrs. Jesse A. Loven. 

(8) Fairview 
Another fine example of Georgian Colo

nial architecture. It was built in 1773 from 
plans by Robert May & Company for 
Major James Moore, who was an original 
member of and one-time treasurer of the 
Society of the Cincinnati. The Moore 
family lived here until 1928. Residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Kelly. 

(9) Early Brick House 
The brick portion of this house is be

lieved to ,be the original manse of Old 
Drawyers Church. The frame addition is 
in keeping with the ,period. Residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Clifford Calloway. 

(10) The Old Inn 
The present inn was built in 1822. The 

front section was joined to a pre-Revolu
tionary two-story, brick, salt box house. 

Early, records show that King's Highway 
circled the rear of this building. Inter
esting architectural details are the twin 
chimneys and the front porch posts of 
hand-hewn ship's masts. Residence of Mr. 
and Mrs. P. L. McWh01-ter. 

(11) Friends Meeting House 

A small <brick building about twenty feet 
square. It was built •by David Wilson in 
1783 and deeded to four trustees for "a 
Society of Friends (called Quakers) in 
Appoquinimlnk." 

(12) Thomas Hduse 

The original part of this house is built 
of hand-hewn logs, hand-split shingles and 
laths. Partitions are of wood. iBelieved to 
date around 1740. 'During restoration of 
the study, the fireplace was found to ex
tend up under the panelling. Residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Heller, whose fam
ily has owned it since 1872. 

(13) Old Drawyers Church 

The first congregation was formed in 
1708 and worshipped in a frame building. 
The present church was begun in l'l'73 
from plans by Robert May & Company 
and was remodeled inside in 1833. A com
munion service of silver plate consisting 
of "a Tankard and two Canns" was pur
chased by the trustees of the church in 
1791 for the sum of 10 pounds 10 shillings. 
Service at 11 a.m. Rev. Edwin Thomas. 

(14) Cyrus Polk House 

Built around 1852. Furnished with Chi
nese antiques dating from Han dynasty 
(200 B.C. to 200 AID.) together with other 
Chinese articles representing the various 
periods up to the present day. Residence 
of Mr. and Mrs. Gantt Wm. Miller, Jr. 



Other Places of Interest~,,Not Open to the Public 

THE OLD INN 

Built in 1824 with twin chimneys and salt box kitchen. Front 
porch posts are ships' masts. 

LORE HOUSE 

East end built of logs. Interesting lines of rear wall may be 
seen from south side. 

MAILLY HOUSE- circa 1770 

Beautiful panelling-old wood house and cellar doors. 

OLD BRICK HOUSE 

Near the big tulip tree and believed to be the original manse 
of Old Drawyers. 

WHITBY HOUSE 

Middle part circa 1772. 

DA VIS HOUSE AND STORE - circa 1825. 

CROFT HOUSE 

Very early Colonial, small frame. 

* All buildings are listed on a map which will be available 
free to the purchasers of tickets. 

First 

ODESSA DAY 

Sunday, May 22, 1949 
one to six p. m. 

(D. S. T.) 

SITUATED 22 miles south of Wilmington on Route 13, this 
charming Delaware village will play host to visitors this year for 
the first time. As early as 1659 there was a small hamlet here 
known as Appoquinimie Landing. In 1721 a toll bridge over the 
Appoquinimink Creek was built and operated by Richard Cantwell, 
son of Edmund Cantwell, to whom the land had been deeded after 
its confiscation by the English. The village then became known as 
Cantwell's Bridge and grew rapidly in importance. In 1825 six 
large granaries stood on the bank of the creek, shipping 400,000 
bushels of grain annually to coastal points and abroad. Because of 
this in 1855 the town was renamed Odessa, after the great Russian 
grain port. Early Colonial quaintness and charm still abound. On 
May 22 eight fine examples of Colonial architecture will be open 
to the public. 

A brief description follows : 



(1) COMMUNITY HOUSE 
This building was formerly the public school and housed 

the Corbit Library. The east wing was built in 1844 and the 
west wing in 1893. Tickets for the tour may be obtained here. 

(2) THE DAVID WILSON HOUSE 
Georgian Colonial house built in 1769 from plans by Rob

ert May & Company of London for David Wilson, a prosper
ous merchant and a member of the Society of Friends. The 
house now contains the Mary Corbit Warner Museum and a 
collection of antique furniture from the estate of Dr. and Mrs. 
J. Newberry Reynolds. The Corbit Library has also been lo
cated here since 1924 This was the first free library in the 
state and the only free library for 47 years. 

(3) THE W ILLIAM CORBIT HOUSE 

A beautiful example of Georgian Colonial architecture. 
Built in 1772 for William Corbit from plans by Robert May & 
Company of London. William Corbit operated tanneries and 
was a member of the Society of Friends. The house was oc
cupied by the Corbit family until 1938 when it was purchased 
by H. Rodney Sharp of Wilmington. The present owner has 
restored it and furnished it with antiques most of which were 
obtained within a radius of one hundred miles of Odessa. 

(4) SMALL BRICK HOUSE 
Built about 1772, this house has some interesting architec

tural details. It was purchased and restored by Mr. Sharp. 
The well in front of the house once supplied all families in 
that end of the town. In early days this was a store and part 
of the second floor a lodge room. 

( S) SMALL FRAME AND LOG HOUSE 

Built about 1740 and recently restored by Mr. Sharp. The 
logs are of white oak. 

(6) FAIRVIEW 

Another fine example of Georgian Colonial architecture. 
It was built in 1773 from plans by Robert May and Company 
for Major James Moore who was an original member of and 
one time treasurer of the Society of the Cincinnati. The Moore 
family lived here until 1928. The house is now the residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. George F. Kelly, who began restoration in 1947. 

(7) FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE 

A small brick building about twenty feet square. It was 
built by David Wilson in 1783 and deeded to four trustees for 
"a Society of Friends ( called Quakers) in Appoquinimink." 

(8) OLD DRA WYERS CHURCH 

The first congregation was formed in 1708 and worship
ped in a frame building. The present church was begun in 
1773 from plans by Robert May and Company and was re
modeled inside in 1833. A communion service of silver plate 
consisting of "a Tankard and two Canns" was purchased by 
the trustees of the church in 1791 for the sum of 10 pounds 
10 shillings. 

Proceeds from the tour will be used to buy playground equip
ment for the Community House. Light refreshments may be 
obtained at the Community House. Tickets for the tour $1.50, 
tax included. 



in a frame building. The present church was begun in 1773 
from plans by Robert May and Company and was remodeled 
inside in 1833. A communion service of silver plate consisting 
of "a Tankard and two Canns" was purchased by the trustees 
of the church in 1791 for the sum of IO pounds 10 shillings. 

Other Places of Interest - Not Open 
to the public 

WHITBY HOUSE 

Residence of Mrs. Lee Sparks. Middle part circa 1772. 

OA VIS HOUSE AND STORE 

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Harrison V. Davis. Circa 1825. 

CROFT HOUSE 

Very early Colonial, small frame. 

THE MacDONOUGH HOUSE 

2 miles north of Odessa on Route 13. Now residence of l\lr. 
and Mrs. John Carpenter. The birthplace of "The Hero of 
Lake Champlain." James MacDonough, grandfather of the 
Commodore, settled here in 17 30, at a place then known 
as the "Trap." Korth of the house is a family graveyard 
within a brick wall. 

X 

Proceeds from the tour will be used for recreational program of 
the Community Center Ass'n. Platters and sandwiches will be 
served at the Fire House from twelve to six. Tickets for the tour 
$1.50, tax included. No tickets will be sold after 5 P. M. 

* All buildings are listed on a map which will be available free to the 
purchasers of Tour tickets. Free movies for children, at the 

Community House, during the Tour. 

ODESSA, DELAWARE 

Sunday, May 14th, 1950 
noon to six p. m. 

(D.S.T.) 

SITUATED 22 miles south of Wilmington on Route 13, this 
charming Delaware village will again play host to visitors this year. 
As early as 1659 there was a small hamlet here, known as Ap
poquinimie Landing. In 1721 a toll bridge over the Appoquinimink 
Creek was built and operated by Richard Cantwell, son of Edmund 
Cantwell, to whoJn the land had been deeded after its confiscation 
by the English." The village then became known as Cantwell's 
Bridge and grew rapidly in importance. In 1825 six large granaries 
stood on the bank of the creek, shipping 400,000 bushels of grain 
annually to coastal points and abroad. Because of this in 1855 
the town was renamed Odessa, after the great Russian grain port. 
Early Colonial quaintness and charm still abound. On May 14 
thirteen fine examples of Colonial architecture will be open to the 
public. A brief description follows : 

(1) COMMUNITY HOUSE 

This building was formerly the public school and housed 
the Corbit Library. The east wing was built in 1844 and the 
west wing in 1893. Tickets for the tour may be obtained 
here. 

(2) LORE HOUSE 

Once owned and lived in by Chief Justice,Charles B. Lore 
and his father. Original end of the house was built of logs 
about 1740. The brick-paved cellar has large fireplace, indi
cating its use as a kitchen. Winding stairway runs from cellar 



to third floor. Residence of Mr. and Mrs. James T. Shallcross, 
since 1926. 

( 3) MAILLY HOUSE 

The exact date of this house is not known, the records 
having been burned in the fire in the Court House at New 
Castle. It is believed to be around 17 70. The front was 
added eleven years ago, Residence of Mr. and :Mrs. W. 
Mailly Davis. 

( 4) THE DAVID WILSON HOUSE 

Georgian Colonial house built in 1769 from plans by 
Robert May & Company of London for David Wilson, a 
prosperous merchant and a member of the Society of Friends. 
The house now contains the Mary Corbit Warner Museum 
and a collection of antique furniture from the estate of Dr. 
and Mrs. J. Newberry Reynolds. The Corbit Library has also 
been located here since 1924. This was the first free library 
in the state and the only free library for 4 7 years. 

(5) THE WILLIAM CORBIT HOUSE 

A beautiful example of Georgian Colonial architecture. 
Built in 1772 for William Corbit from plans by Robert May & 
Company of London. William Corbit operated tanneries and 

. was a member of the Society of Friends. The house was oc
cupied by the Corbit family until 1938 when it was purchased 
by H. Rodney Sharp of Wilmington. The present owner has 
restored it and furnished it with antiques most of which 
were obtained within a radius of one hundred miles of 
Odessa. 

( 6) COLONIAL BRICK HOUSE 

Built about 1772, this house has some interesting architec
tural details. It was purchased and restored by Mr. Sharp. 
The well in front of the house once supplied all families in 
that end of the town. In early days this was a store and part 
of the second floor a lodge room. Residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Wm. A. Deibert. 

(7) COLONIAL FRAME AND LOG HOUSE 

Built about 1740 and recently restored by Mr. Sharp. 
The logs are of white oak. Woodwork, floors and beaded 

beams in kitchen are outstanding. Residence of Mr. and Mrs. 
Jesse A. Loven. 

(8) FAIRVIEW 

Another fine example of Georgian Colonial architecture. 
It was built in 1773 from plans by Robert May and Company 
for Major James Moore who was an original member of and 
one time treasurer of the Society of the Cincinnati. The 
Moore family lived here until 1928. The house is now the 
residence of Mr. and Mrs. George F. Kelly, who began restora
tion in 1947. 

(9) EARLY BRICK HOUSE 

The brick portion of this house is believed to be the 
original manse of Old Drawyers Church. The frame addition 
is in keeping with the period. Residence of l\fr. and Mrs. J. 
Clifford Calloway. 

( 10) THE OLD INN 

The present inn was built in 1822. The front section 
was joined to a pre-revolutionary two-story, brick, salt box 
house. Early records show that the King's Highway circled 
the rear of this building. Interesting architectural details are 
the twin chimneys and front porch posts of hand-hewn ship1s 
masts. Residence of Mr. and Mrs. P. L. McWhorter. 

( 11) FRIENDS ?vIEETING HOUSE 

A small brick building about twenty feet square. It was 
built by David Wilson in 1783 and deeded to four trustees for 
"a Society of Friends (called Quakers) in Appoquinimink." 

(12) THOMAS HOUSE 

The original part of this house is built of hand-hewn logs, 
hand split shingles and laths. Partitions are of wood. Be
lieved to date around 1740. During restoration of the study, 
the fireplace was found to extend up under the panelling. 
Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Heller, whose family 
have owned it since 1872. · 

(13) OLD DRA\VYERS CHURCH 

The first congregation was formed in 1708 and worshipped 



ODESSA DAY 

Sunday, October 11, 1959 

VISIT the quaint old village of Odessa, Del
aware, situated 22 miles south of Wilmington, on 
the Du Pont Parkway - (Route 13). 

SEE historic homes and buildings, open 
from 12:30 to 5 P. M., E. D. T 

SEE exhibits of Colonial furniture, silver, 
deeds, glass and china. 

BEGIN the day with special services at 
11:00 A. M. in Old Drawyer's Church (1773). 

FREE baby sitting and movies for children. 

Platters and sandwiches on sale 
from 12 to 6 P. M. 



THE DAVID WILSON MANSION 
Odessa, Delaware 

This Georgian Colonial house was built in 1769 for David Wilson, 
a prosperous merchant and member of the Society of Friends, who with 
his family occupied it until his death in 1808. His wife was Mary Corbit, 
sister of William Corbit, whose house is next door. The Wilson Mansion 
was sold in 1810, and nearly a century later was bought by the original 
owners' great granddaughter, Mary Corbit Warner. It now contains a 
collection of Wilson and. ,Corbit antiques and mementoes, plus rare 
Colonial furniture bequeathed by Dr. and Mrs. J. Newberry Reynolds 
of Princeton, N. J., who were interested in Odessa. The Corbit Library 
has been located here since 1924. Established in 1847 by Dr. James 
Corbit, sucessive generations of Corbits contributed to its endowment. 
It was the first free library in the State and the only one for 4 7 years. 

The museum is open from April 1 to December 1, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays, from 10 - 5. Admission 50 cents. 

The Library is open all year; Tuesdays, 12:30 - 4:30, and 7 - 9. 
Saturdays, 9 - 12, 1:30 - 4:30. 

ODESSA 
Odessa is situated 22 miles south of Wilmington on the DuPont 

Parkway, Route 13. As early as 1659, there was a hamlet here, known 
as Appoquinimie Landing. In 1721, a toll bridge over the Appoquini
mink Creek was built and operated by Richard Cantwell, son of Edmund 
Cantwell, to whom the land had been deeded after its confiscation by 
the English. The village then became known as Cantwell's Bridge and 
grew rapidly in importance. By 1825 six large granaries stood on the 
bank of the creek shipping 400,000 bushels of grain annually to coastal 
points and abroad. Because of this, in 1855 the town was renamed 
Odessa, after t he great Russian grain port. 

OTHER BUILDINGS OF INTEREST 
THE WILLIAM CORBIT HOUSE 

A beautiful example of Georgian Colonial architecture. Built in 
1772 for William Corbit, who operated tanneries and was a member of 
the Society of Friends. The house was occupied by members of the 
Corbit family until 1938, when it was purchased by Mr. H. Rodney 
Sharp of Wilmington, who restored it and furnished it with antiques, 
most of which were obtained within a hundred miles from Odessa. 
Now the property of the Henry Francis duPont Winterthur Museum. 

THE FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE 
A small brick building about 20 feet square. It was built by David 

Wilson in 1783, and deeded to four trustees for "A Society of Friends 
(called Quakers) in Appoquinimink." 

OLD DRAWYERS CHURCH 
The first congregation was formed in 1708, and worshipped in a 

frame building. The present church, of Georgian Colonial design, was 
built in 1773 and the interior was completed in 1833. A Communion 
Service of silver plate, consisting of "A Tankard and two ' Canns" was 
purchased by the trustees of the Church in 1791 for the sum of ten 
pounds ten shillings. The building is now cared for by a corporation, 
Friends of Old Drawyers. 



ODESSA 
Odessa is situated 22 miles south of Wilmington on Route 13. As early 

as 1659 there was a small hamlet here, known as Appoquinimie Landing. In 
1721 a toll bridge over the Appoquinimink Creek was built and operated by 
Richard Cantwell, son of Edmund Cantwell to whom the land had been 
deeded after its confiscation by the English. The village then became known 
as Cantwell's Bridge and grew rapidly in importance. In 1825 six large gran
aries stood on the bank of the creek shipping 400,CO0 bushels of grain annually 
to Coastal points and abroad. Because of this, in 1855 the town was renamed 
Odessa, after the great R ussian grain port. Early colonial quaintness and charm 
still abound. 

THE DAVID Wn.SON HOUSE 

This Georgian Colonial house was built in 1769 for David Wilson, a pros
perous merchant and a member of the 'Society of F riends, who with his family 
occupied it until his death in 1808. It was sold in 1810 and nearly a century 
later was returned to the family when Mrs. E . Tatnall Warner, a great grand
daughter of the first owner, bought it in 1901 and put it in repair. The house 
now contains the Mary Corbit Warner Museum and a collection of antique 
furniture bequeathed to it by Dr. and Mrs. J. Newberry Reynolds of Princeton, 
New Jersey, who were interested in the village of Odessa. The Corbit Library 
has also been located here since 1924. This was the first free library in the 
state and the only free library for 4 7 years. 

THE WILLIAM CORBIT HOUSE 

A beautiful example of Georgian Colonial Architecture. Built in 1772 for 
William Corbit who operated tanneries and was a member of the Society of 
Friends. The house was occupied by members of the Corbit family until 1938 
when it was purchased by Mr. H . Rodney Sharp of Wilmington who has 
restored it and furnished it with antiques most of which were obtained within 
a radius of one hundred miles of Odessa. 

THE FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE 

A small brick building about 20 feet square. It was built by D avid Wilson 
in 1783 and deeded to four trustees for "A Society of Friends (called Quakers) 
in Appoquinimink". 

OLD DRAWYERS CHURCH 

T he first congregation was formed in 1708 and worshipped in a frame 
building. T he present Church was built in 1773 and remodeled inside in 1833. 
A Communion Service of silver plate consisting of "A Tankard and two Canns" 
was purchased by the trustees of the Church in 1791 for the sum of ten pounds 
ten shillings. The building is now cared for by a corporation, Friends of Old 
Drawyers. 



LORE HOUSE 

Once owed and lived in by Chief Justice I.ore and hia father . No date is available 

as to when thoy acquired the place. 

The original end of the house was built of logs about 174o. The cellar is paved with 

bricks and the large fireplace indicates its use as a kitchen. A Dutch door, part 

glass, leads out, with original posts and railings. The rear buildings, supposedly 

slave quarters, were burned in 1924. 

A stairWay winds from cellar to third floor. Residence of Mr. and Mrs. James T. 

Shallcross since 1926. 

OLD BRICK HOUSE 

The brick port ion of this house is believed to be the original Manse of Old Drawye 

Church. Tho tulip tree is the largest in the state . Residence of Mr. and Mrs J rs 

Clifford Calloway. 
• · 

f> THE WILLIAM COR8ll HOUSE 

A beautiful example of Georgian colonial architecture . Built 

in 1772 for William Corbit from plans by Robert May and Company of 

London. William Corbit operated tanneries and -was a member of the 

Society of Friends. The house was occupied by the Corbit family 

until 1938 -when it vas purchased by H. Rodney Sharp of Wilmington . 

The present owner has restor ed it and furnished it with authentic 

antiques most of which were obtained within a radius of one hundred 

miles of Odessa. 



THOMAS HO US E 

The original part of this house is built of hand-hewn logs, hand split shingles and 
laths , and hand made nails . The enc losed stairwa y winds from the cellar to the at 
tic. All locks , latches, and flooring are original. Majority of the antique furni
ture belonged to Elisha and Sophia Heller, who first took possession in 1872. Par
t it ions between rooms are of wood. 

Workmen found that the fireplace in the study extended above the paneling, making the 
house older than t he paneling, probably about 1740. In this room there is a small 
cupboard over the doorway which was used to store kegs of gunpowder. The muzzle guns, 
loaded with a ramrod, were used during the Civil War period. Now the residence of 
Mr-. and Mrs. Robert C. Heller, who have started to restore it. 

FAIRVIEW 

Another fine example of Georgian Colonial architecture. It was built in 1773 from 
plans by Robert May and Company for Major James Moore who was an orig:inal member of 
and one time treasurer of the Soci~ of the Cinc:innati. The Moore family lived 
here unt i l 1928 . 'lllll,rhs 13 no.. he resip.ence of Mr . and Mrs. George F . Kelly, 
w,lln J !.,¢•waeetorra.tfan h1 i,w.7. ~~ 4\~ 1M. ~ • 

OLD DR AWYERS CHU RCH 

The first congregation ws formed in 1708 and worshipped in a frame build:ing. The 
present church ws begun in 1773 from plans by Robert May and Company and was re
modeled ins i de in 1833. A conmrunion service of s i lverplate consisting of "a 
Tankard and two Canns II was purchased by the trustees of the church in 1791 for the 
sum of 10 pounds, 10 shillings . 



THE DAVID WILSON HOUSE 

Georgian Colonial house built in 17€$ from plans by Robert Mly & Company of !Dndon for David Wilson, a prosperous merchant and a member of the Society of Friends. The 
house now contains the M:l.ry Cor bit Warner M.lseumand a collection of antique furniture from the estate of Dr. and Mrs . J. Newberry Reynolds . The Corbit Library has also been located here since 1924. This was the first free library in the state and the only free library f or 47 years. 

MAILLY HOUSE 

The emct date of this house is not lmown, · the records having been burned 1n the fire 
in the Court House at New Cast le. It is believed to be around 1770. The front was 
added o? OlSOiA years ag:>. Re isdence of Mr. and Mt-s. W. M:1.illy Davie. ,; 



FRAME AND LOG HOUSE 

Now the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Loven. 

Thia home was built in 1740 of white oak logs, covered with 

horizontal boarding. It has been painted a dark bro'WJlish red which was 

probably the original color. 

The woodwork and floors are the originals as are the beaded beams 

in the kitchen. All colors used when the house was restored are very 

old colors.. The woodwork is painted but the walls are all white plaster. 

Plans and details of the construction of this house can be found 

in "Pre-Revolutionary Architecture in Delaware" by Bennett. 

This place was restored in 1942 as near as it could be to the 

original. Previous to thie it had been used for a store. 

Workmen found two outside walls between the living room and the 

dining room. The dining room seems to be even older than the other pa.rt. 

Small cupboards have been left in the dining room to show the logs. 

The present two car garage was copied from an old ice house and 

built of old bricks and old materials. 

All Hardware in the house is authentic and the same period as the 

house. 
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Rccenlly restored by Mr. Sharp, 
it wns built about 1740. The logs 
are of white oak, and the wood
work, tloore, and beaded beams 
in the klllchen are noteworthy, 
Mr. and Mrs. J csse A. Loven now 
live in the home. 

fd\'J"f [¥,J{~o. Named for Its 
or na owne , Peter and Jan• 
net January, It wail restored by 
Mr. Sharp. It is the residence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Bur
rough. 

Ji'11.J.1:ld..ew. Another !lne exam
ploofThorglan colonial archl· 
tecture, the house was built In 
1773 for Maj, James Moore. The 
Moore family lived there until 
1928, Mr. and Mrs. Goprga F. 
Kelly now live there. i'ormal 
gardens may be seen in the roar, 

Early ~t~ Ho11.1e- The brick 
portion t n s house Is believed 
lo be the original mansa of Old 
Drawycn Church. The frame ad
dition ls In keeping with its orig
inal l'Crlod. It Is tha rasidence 
o! M,. and Mrs. J. Clifford Cal-

; loway, and contains l(ardens. 
fSlGftd~ ~gril~fi uouse A smar ck ull ng'4fbo~t 20 

feet square, it was built by Da
vid Wilson in 1783 and deeded to 
tour trustees for "a Society of 
Friends (called Quakers) In AP· 
poqulnlmlnk." i2~P M~se. The original 
paF th s house Is built of 
hand-hewn logs, hand-split 
shtnales, and laths. Partitions in 
the home are of wood. The build
Ing Is believed to date !i:om 1740. 
During restoration of the study, 
the l\replace wns found to extend 
up under the panelling. It now ls 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Itobert 
C. Heller, whose :family has 

COLONIAL DAYS-Tho flavor of 11re-Revolutlon11ry days will be recaptured on Sund•Y, Oct. 14, owned it since 1872, 
In the annual Odes~:1 Day, Pictured here I~ one of the 15 colonial homes which wlll be otien irus Pol~J-lo~Re, Built about 
for public display In Odessa. The home, called the JanuP.ry llouse, was built before 1769. Girls id~ did h6 e I xurnlshed with 
In colonial costumes onoe 11,r~ln will add to the annual community benefit day. Chinese antiques dating, from 

l - - -- --- t)1e Hnn Dynasty 1200 B. C. to 
, of Wilmington on Route 13, dates o! tho Society of Friends. The 200 A. D.) toitethcr with Chinese 15 Homos Go on Display, back to 1659 when it was known house now contains the Mlll'Y articles representing the various 

Two for First Time In as Appoquinlmlc Landing. In Corbit Warner Museum and a periods up to the prcsant. Mr. 
1721 a toll bridl,le over the Ap- collection of antique furniture and Mrs. Gantt Wm. Miller, Jr., 

Annual Event; Service poqulnhnlnk Ci·oek wns built and from the estate of Dr. and MrR. now live In the house. 
ope,ated by Rlchnrd Cantwell, ,T. •Newberry Itcynolds. The 

Set in Old Dr11wyer11 son of Edwurd Cantwell, to whom Corbit Llbrnry--first free library 
_ _ lhe lar1<i hud bocn deeded after In the stntc-has been localed 

A pngc lrom the colonlul past its confiscation by the English. there slnco HJ24. 
· The v1llngo then became known Tl l6tlllt c bit 11 A 

will bo opened Sunday, Oct. 14, as Cnntwoll's Bridge, lt grew be;Jfifut e~f rn6Pl of ~~~~~lun whCll the quiet, snrnll, ll'ee-linod rapidly. 
, town of Odossn displays 1() or Its In 1825, •Iv l•rnc ni•ainori~s Colonial nrchltcclurc, the home 
fl t I I I I to th O 

A .. n " " wns bum In 1722 for Wirn,am ncs co on u iorncs e stood on the bank or the crook, Corbit by London architects. Tho 
publlc, . shipping some 400,000 bushels of 

The annu11l obijorvancc of grain annually to coaijtal and Corbit family occupied the home 
OdeRsn Day will begin with f 1,. ·ts B •, :

11 
until 1938 when It was purchased 

special services al 11 a m in ore .,n POI • ecause 0• • 1 s by H. Rodney Sharp o! Wllmlng
hlsloric Old Drawyors Chu~•ch trado, the town 1~ 1866 was re• lou, Mr_ Sharp has restored' it 
Tho homos will bo dlspluyod ~:tumold Ode

1
ssn, nftLllr the great nnd. furnished it with antiques. 

~ i URS tin gra n por . , b 
from 1 to., p. m. Today tho village·, numbering . Plct,j1Rl6 HouRe, Built u out 

It will be the firsl time tho some 400 porsons still retains its 1722, t 1 souse W'~ purchased 
ovont .has boon held in the fall placid nil' of Lhe past Approach und resto1·ed by Mr. Sharp. The 
sli1cc 1953. Co-chalrmun this year Ing from either n'orth or soul!~ well in front of the home once 
will be Mrs. Jesse A. Loven and on the DuPont Parkway the vll- Rupported nil fnmlllcs In that 
Gcot'l(C F. Kolly. Proceeda from lagc seems to pop up ~udclcnl end o! town. It now ls the resl
the (lay will go to the Odcssn out of the surrounding fields Y dencc of Mrs. Lee Sparks. 
Community AsRoclaUon- a non- Its quiet strceta, lnndscaping, Colnpigl fume and Lpg Rou•"· 
prom organ!zntl?n which mnkcs planllng, and restoraLlon of 
commun!Ly lmpi ovcmcnls. buildings have attrnctcd visitors 

At the last Odessa Day, funds for mnny years. 
collocted were used to plant Two ot the 15 homes avallabi' 
trees, provide swings for chll- !or public Inspection will b 'ct1 e 
dren, and conRtructlon of two played for the flrat tlm 

O 
O S• 

tennis courts for town chlldt·on. o! these Is "Lcftoven." c~ sm~l~ 
As In the past, free movies !or home owned by l-1 Rod 

chlldrt'n and baby sitting will be Sharp, which Rinnds next to ~~~ 
provided In the OdeRRa Com• old Inn, The other ls the Wll
munlty Center. liam Polk House built I 1846 

Odessa, situated 22 miles south now tho rcslden~c of ~r. and 
Mrs. Irvln S. Taylor. 

Other homes nnd public bulld
lnaR open Lo the public will bo. 

Old, DraiYM!S Church. Thc 
first congre F n wd§ tormed ln 
1708 and worshipped In a frame 
building. The present church 
was begun In 1773 from plnns by 
ttobtrt May und Company and 
was remodelled Inside In 1833. 

L~ House. Now the resid
ence i Mi. Ind Mra. Jamea •r. 
Shallci·oss, ll once wns lived In 
by Chic! JU$tlce Charles B. Lore 
and his lather. The orlglnul ond 
of the house was built of loits 
about 1740. 

114,pJl)y 1-~il"" T3ecnuso the 
records o! i1 house were burned 
In n fire In the Court llouac at 
New Castle, the exnet date oC 
this home ls not known. It Is 
believed to have bccn built 11bout 
1770, and Is now the residence 
a£ Mr, and Mrs. W. Mallly Davis. 

' he Dpytd Wltsnt1....I!ouse. 
,-itffi'n colontnl hollsc h•,; 

·,, David Wilson, a 
u 'I' i and mt 



15 Homes 
To Public 

Will Be Open 
on Odessa Day 

ODESSA, Sept. 18-(Speciall.-Fiiteen Colonial homes here 
will be open to the public on Odessa Day, Oct. 14. 

The annual observance will begin at 11 a. m. in Old Drawyers 
Church. Homes will be displayed from 1 to 5 p. m. 

This will be the first time the event has been held in the fall 
since 1953. Co-chairmen will be Mrs. Jesse A. Loven and George F. 
Kelly. Proceeds will go to the Odessa Community Association-a 
non - profit organization which t 
makes community improvements. the home was built in 1722 for 
Proceeds from the last OdessalWilliam Corbit by London ar
Day were used to plant trees, chitects. The Corbit family oc
provide swings for children and cupied the home until 1938 when 
to construct two tennis courts it was purchased by H. Rodney 
for children. Sharp of Wilmington. Mr. Sharp 

Odessa Day will feature free has resto_red it and furnished it 
movies for children and baby I with antiques. . 
sitting provided by the Odeisa The Pumffl Hoµse. Built about 
Community Center. 1722, ihlsouse was purchased 

The town, 22 miles south of and ~estored _by Mr. Sharp; It 
Wilmington on Route 13, traces now IS the residence of Mrs. Lee 
its origin to 1659 when it was Sparks. 
known as Appoquinimink Land- Colonial frame and Log I 
ing. ttoiise. RecenTiy restored by l1r. 

Two homes will be displayed S~. it was built about 1740. 
for the first time. One is "Left- 1M1. ~nd .Mrs. Jesse A. Loven 
o~• owned by H. Roffly now hve m the home. . 
Sliarp, which stands next to the ~apuprv Hom,e. Named for 1ts 
old inn. The other is the 'a:il- or1gma own~s, Peter and Jan
Ham Polk House built in lffl net January, ,1t was restored by now tile residen~e of Mr. and Mr. Sharp. It is now the resi
ll-1rs. Irvin S. Taylor. dence of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 

Other homes and public build- E. B':'rr?ugh. . 

I 
ings open to the public will be: . ~w. the _house was built 

0~ Pn~~ers Church. The Ill 1'7'r.r'for MaJ .. Ja~es Moore. 
firs4:ongre a foil wftS ibfim:d in The Moore family ltved there 
1708. The present church was be-I until 1928. Mr .. and Mrs. George 
gun in 1773 and remodelled in• F. Kelly now live there. 
side in 1833. Earl Brick House. The brick 
~C H,sw~o. Now the resi- portion of this house is believed 

d e of Mr. and Mrs. James T. to be the original manse of Old 
Shallcross, it once was the home I Drawyers Church. llt is the resi
of Chief Justice Ch&rles B. Lore dence of Mr. and Mrs. J. Clif-
and his father. ford Calloway. · 

Mailly House. The exact date Frjcn~~ ~eeting House. It 
of ~me is not known. It is wasuff li David Wilson in 
belJeved to have been built 11783 and deeded to four trus
about 1770, and is now the resi- tees for ''a Society of Friends 
den~e of Mr. and Mrs. W. Mailly Cc~lle?, Quakers) in Appoquini-
Dav1s. mmk. 

The Davjd 1X\IF0n House. A 1'bornas Rou~e. The building 
Georgian coloma nouse built in is believed to date from 1740. 
1769 for David Wilson, a mer- 1 It now is the home of Mr. and 
chant and member of the Society l\lrs. Robert C. Heller, whose 
of Friends. The house now con- family has owned it since 1872. 
talns the Mary Corbit Warner ~us Polk~e. Built about 
Museum and a collection of 1852;tliellomeis 1urnished with 
antique furniture from the I Chinese antiques dating from 
estate of Dr. and Mrs. J. New- the Han Dynasty (200 B. C. to 
berry Reynolds. The Corbit Li- 200 A. DJ together with Chinese 
brary-first free library in the articles representing various 
state-has been located there I periods. Mr. and Mrs. Gantt 
since 1924. William Miller, Jr., now live in 

The,, Wjlljam Corbit House, the house. 



THE DAVID WILSON MANSION 
Odessa, Delaware 

This Georgian Colonial house was built in 1769 for David Wilson, 
a prosperous merchant and member of the Society of Friends, who with 
his family occupied it until his death in 1808. His wife was Mary Corbit, 
sister of William Corbit, whose house is next door. The Wilson Mansion 
was sold in 1810; and nearly a century later was bought by the original 
owners' great granddaughter, Mary Corbit Warner. It now contains a 
collection of Wilso,i and Corbit antiques and mementoes, plus rare 
Colonial furniture bequeathed by Dr. and Mrs. J. Newberry Reynolds 
of Princeton, N. J., who were interested in Odessa. The Corbit Library 
has been located here since 1924. Established in 1847 by Dr. James 
Corbit, sucessive generations of Corbits contributed to its endowment. 
It was the first free library in the State and the only one for 47 years. 

The museum is open from April 1 to December 1, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Saturdays, from 10 - 5. Admission 50 cents. 

The Library is open all year; Tuesdays, 12:30 - 4:30, and 7 - 9. 
Saturdays, 9 - 12, 1:30 - 4:30. 

ODESSA 
Odessa is situated 22 miles south of Wilmington on the DuPont 

Parkway, Route 13. As early as 1659, there was a hamlet here, known 
as Appoquinimie Landing. In 1721, a toll bridge over the Appoquini
mink Creek was built and operated by Richard Cantwell, son of Edmund 
Cantwell, to whom the land had been deeded after its confiscation by 
the English. The village then became known as Cantwell's Bridge and 
grew rapidly in importance. By 1825 six large granaries stood on the 
bank of the creek shipping 400,000 bushels of grain annually to coastal 
points and abroad. Because of this, in 1855 the town was renamed 
Odessa, after the great Russian grain port. 

OTHER BUILDINGS OF INTEREST 
THE WILLIAM CORBIT HOUSE 

A beautiful example of Georgian Colonial architecture. Built in 
1772 for William Corbit, who operated tanneries and was a member of 
the Society of Friends. The house was occupied by members of the 
Corbit family until 1938, when it was purchased by Mr. H. Rodney 
Sharp of Wilmington, who restored it and furnished it with antiques, 
most of which were obtained within a hundred miles from Odessa. 
Now the property of the Henry Francis duPont Winterthur Museum. 

THE FRIENDS MEETING HOUSE 
A small brick building about 20 feet square. It was built by David 

Wilson in 1783, and deeded to four trustees for "A Society of Friends 
( called Quakers) in Appoquinimink." 

OLD DRA WYERS CHURCH 
The first congregation was formed in 1708, and worshipped in a 

frame building. The present church, of Georgian Colonial design, was 
built in 1773 and the interior was completed in 1833. A Communion 
Service of silver plate, consisting of "A Tankard ann two Canns" was 
purchased by the trustees of the Church in 1791 for the sum of ten 
pounds ten shillings. The building is now cared for by a corporation, 
Friends of Old Drawyers. 



Appoqulnimink Friend's Meeting House, dating back to 1783, to be part of 
Odessa tour for Duck Creek Historical Society on Sunday, October 6th. 

~ 

Members of Historical Group 

To Tour Homes at Odessa 
An unusual opportunity co sion wW be included. 

visit the Appoqu1n1m1nk The Meeting House is being 
Friend's Meeting House will be opened for chi.I occasion by 
affored those who plan to take members of The Appoqu1n1mink 
the tour of two 18th Century Friend's Meetini, 
buildings in Odessa on Sunday, 
OCt. 6 from 2 to S p.m. arranged The Meeting House dates 
by the Duck Creek Hiatorical from 1788 and 11 said to be the 
Society, The David Wilson Man- smallest brtclc QU&ker Meeting 

House in the United States. 
Appoqulnlmink Meetlni derived 
from an earlier Meeting at St, 
George's Creek; the latter or
ganized before 1703. 

Sc. George's CreekandAppo
qulnlminlc were Preparative 
Meetings and were a part of 
DUck Creek Monthly Meeting. 

At the consolidation of DUck 
Creek and Murderkill Monthly 
Meetings in 1830, St. George's 
Creek and Appoqulnlmink were 
brought under the jurl11dlction 
of Camden Monthly Meeting. 

The 1827 schlam, or Separa
tion, in the society depleted the 
Appoqu1nlmink membership. 
Finally no active members re
mained and the property fell into 
disrepair, only the old burying 
ground being uaed. 

In 1938 Mrs. Roseanna Evans 
and tL Rodney Sharp made basic 
repairs to the building. Appo
qU1nlmink Meeting'• reactiva
tion occurred about fifteen 
years a10 when. at the inves
tigation oi several person, 1n 
the Odessa area, 11:1 property 
was recovered from the State of 
Delaware and it became subject 
to W~on Monthly Meeting. 

The David Wll.8on Manston, a 
handsome brick house on Main 
Street, Odessa was built 1n 1769. 
It will be open as part of the af..! 
ternoon prog;ram. 

Tea will be served to visitors 
at the Mansion by Mrs. PaulJ, 
Nowland, president of the board 
of trustees, and Mn, Charlea 
Lee Reese, Jr. 



WELCOME TO ODESSA 
THE TOWN WITH 

~THREE NAMES IN THREE CENTURIES:~ 

APPOQUINIMIE-The original Indian name 

CANTWELL'S BRIDGE (1731) Named after the man 
who had the toll bridge going over the Appoquini
mink Creek. 
ODESSA (1855) Named for the prominent Rus
sian wheat and produce shipping port, with the hope 
that Odessa Delaware would flourish as did its Rus
sian namesake. 

"'C.J" istorically, Odessa was one of the imeortant trad
.l_ ..l.ing ports on the Delaware River until the 1890's 
when a viral disease, "the yellows," destroyed peach 
crops, diminishing exports. The railroad, having been 
placed three miles to tfie west in Middletown c.1855, also 
hastened the decline of the port. 

The buildings in Odessa cover a period of over two 
hundred years with fine examples of Colonial, Federal and 
Victorian architecture and reflect different periods in 
history as well as vernacular adaptations of these archi
tectural styles. 

Some of our 18th and 19th century bwldings have been 
exquisitely restored and are part of Wintertnur Museum. 
These are open to the public on a regular basis throughout 
the year. They also serve as "living laboratories" for stu
dents of American Studies at the University of Delaware 
and other educational ins titutions. 

Many of our other Colonial, Federal and Victorian 
homes have been carefully cared for and thoughtfully fur
nished by their private owners. Some of these are open to 
the public during "Christmas in Odessa," sponsored by 
the Women's Oub of Odessa, held each year on the first 
~~~ in December. 

Odessa is certainly not an "artist's colony," but the 
prominence of the Winterthur-Ode~sa Prorerties, together 
with the sense of history and pride o family which 
characterize this small town, has made many of its resi
dents very conscious of Early American art, furniture and 
crafts. Family heirlooms in the form of furniture, dishes, 
tools, and other objects exist in almost every home. 

The bounty of the water and marshes has been tradi
tionally important. All three of the town's names were 
associated with water. Fish, crabs, ducks, geese and 
muskrats were, and still are, an important part of local life. 
Our ducks and geese have been a source of inspiration to 
generations of woodcarvers. 

BEYOND THE MAP 
Odessa is basicallr, a small town in a rural/agricultural 

setting. It is primarily residential, with a smattering of 
commercial and professional enterprises. 
Looking down High Street to U.S. Route 13, north and 
south, are a numoer of architecturally interesting i!arly 
19th century houses. 

One can find overhung eaves, turned posts, ornate verge 
boards, panelled front aoors, ornate iron work and Old 
St. Paul's Church, which is in the process of res toration by 
the Women's Club of Odessa. 

Looking west on Main Street, at the comer of U.S. 13, 
north bound (Main and Fifth Streets) is Aspril's old wheel
wright shop (now Esquire Plumbing and also Delaware 
Wildlands). 

On the south side of the same street are attractive clap
board and brick houses, built in the 19th century and well 
maintaineC: . 

Further out Main Street to the west is the Friends Meeting 
House. Going in the easterly direction, cross the causeway. 
Here are more fine old houses, and scenic Route 9. 

;;;1;;;11•; BY•\\\\\\\\\\ 

OOESSA ARTS COUNCIL• OELAWARE FIRST 

??STROLL THROUGH~~ 

ODESSA 
The town with three names 

in three centuries 

PREPARED 
???????????BY~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ODESSA ARTS C0UNOL • DELAWARE FIRST 
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COMMUNITY CENTER, 1844-originally the public school, 
west wing added in 1893 to accommodate Corbit Library whose 
nearby building burned that year 

JANVIER HOUSE, 1775-home of early cabinet making family; 
bricks have been painted and alterations made over the years; was 
Methodist parsonage 

19TH CENTURY HOUSE-older section of partial plank con
struction; now covered by 19th and 20th century facades 

STARR-LORE HOUSE-east end was ori_stinal log cabin (1775); 
midsection built in 1790, large west wing aaded in 1825; housed 
general store from 1926-40 

TRADESMAN'S HOUSE-built with noggiitg between studs; 
these rough pieces of brick and masonry used to fill the open spaces 
between ihe studs of a wooden frame building are not Vlsible from 
the exterior 

REDMEN'S HALL-built as a meeting place for a fraternal 
lodge; once housed Odessa fire truck; now a private residence 
TATMAN OFFICE, c.1854-built as a business office; first 
bank in Odessa housed here; building once served as small 
family-run notions shop 

MAILLY HOUSE-cent.er section, facing east, is oldest part 
(c.1770); front was added in 1937; note small stable and coach 
house with its ornate verge board and cupola 
2t.5'MAIN STREET-Viitl.:W'IOrA',)ULJIICl84Q; former doctors' resi• 
dence; once had drugstore attau,ed to west end of house 

JOHN CORBIT HOUSE- rear portion 18th century, enlarged 
c.1820; this old house had Victorian accoutrements added in later 
part of 19th century; note recently restored ice house 

DAVIS STORE, c.1824-remodeled c.1870; built as a home and a 
store; used for business until grocery dosed in 1961 
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KEY TO HISTO R ICAL 

CROUCH HOUSE, 1854-example of Italianate architecture 

BANK OF DELAWARE, 1853-designed as a bank by Samuel Sloan, noted 
Philadelphia architect who also designed Old St. Paul's Church on High Street 
WILSON-WARNER HOUSE*-library once housed here-note 19th cen
tury muskrat skinning shack and also the beehive ovens in I.he rear 

CORBIT-SHARP HOUSE-, 1772- fine example of Georgian architecture; 
beautifully landscaped with sweeping lawns and formal gardens-see Gran-
deur on the Appoq111nimink by John Sweeney m PUMP HOUSE, 1772-originally a pa.rt of a group of three row houses for 
local employees of the Corbit family-owned tannery s ituated below the Corbit 
House on tfa I anks of the Appoqumim.ink River m FRAME AND LOG HOUSE, c.1740-this was once a store 

- BRICK HOTEL*, 1822-oriltinally a hotel, then a residence; :1ow housing the 
&:z.ren. COU.EC77QN 0~ ~ococ o R~tllr+L FJJ~NIT<.t.~€ 

Ill LEFT OVERS, c.1955-buill by Mr. H. Rodney Sharp ·f~m materials left over 
after restoration of other properties in Odessa 

E!I JANUARY HOUSE, c.1780-at the end of a long driveway, this house can 
best be seen from bridge at east end of Main St. or from short distance out on 
causeway; house has spectacular view of the Appoquinimink and the sur
rounding marshes 

El HOUSE ON NORTHEAST CORNER OF FRONT STREET-built in the 
19th century and said to have been the residence and workshop of a local 
bootmaker. Looking along Front St. toward High St., the large ._,re: Federal
period house is noteworthy 

Going back along M~ Street to Second Street, tum right past the Brick Hotel. 
Note the John Janvier stable on right 

• part of Winterthur 

El 
El 

El 
El 

--El --
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COLLINS-SHARP HOUSE, c.1700-moved in 1962 from shore 
of Dela~,,are River near Taylor's Bridge 

CORBIT-CALLOWAY MEMORIAL LIBRARYt. 1968 
(HIGH STREET AT THE END OF SECOND STRt:ETI
fourth home for the oldest free, library in Delaware, established 
in 1847 

HIGH STREET-contemporary house with fine view of marsh 
and meadow froiµ rear 

207 HIGH STREET-this Dutch style house built in the 1970's 
also has a fine view of marsh and meadow, as well as the owner's 
horticultural wonderland 

211 H IGH STREET, c.1905-late Victorian house; note period 
trim on porch 
ENOS HOUSE, c.1845-built in tw,o sections; south end is 
older section 
TATMAN HOUSE, 1845-late Federal house; note fine dou
ble-shuttered doors 
301 H IGH STREET-William Polk House built in 1846; fine 
example of late Federal house-one of three adjacent houses built 
by the Polk family, leading wheat merchants of the period (Odessa 
was named for the Russian grain port) 
303 HJGH STREET-another of the Polk houses, c.1850-after 
a design of Samuel Sloan, note widely projecting cornices
originally had an ornate "widow's walk" 

305 HIGH STREET, c.1845-also a Polk house; technically a 
half-house with rounded dormers and full length windows 

311 HIGH STREET-early 20th century house with portico 
entrance 



THE FRIENDS IN ODESSA 

In 1703 the Friends of Georse's Creek applied to Kennet Monthly Meeting, 
for the establishment of a Meeting in their midst. At first they met in homes, 
then in the Hickory Grove Meeting House. As early as 1762 efforts were ma.de to 
move the Meeting to a more convenient locality. Thie sroup was joined to the 
Monthly Meeting of Duck Creek. In 1780 by consent of the Quarterly Meeting it 
was moved to Appoq uinimink, now Odessa. 

(Quote) "On September 2, 18oO, David Wilson (by hie Indenture record 
December 30, 1801 in the Recorder's Office of New Castle County in Deed Record 
X, Vol. 2, page 31) granted and conveyed unto John Hirons, Joal Alston Pennel 
Corbit and Thomae Starr and to their heirs and aeeisne, or the survivor of them, 
and the heir and assigns of such survivor, forever, in trust, for the Society of 
Friends, or the people called Quakers of Appoquinimink, meeting for the special 
and only purpose of a religious meeting, for said people, or such other purpose, 
as the Monthly Meeting of said people, of which Appoquinimink shall be a bran.oh." 

In 1828 when the division in the quaker sroup took place, Appoquinimink 
Meeting fell into the hands of the Hicksites. 

In 1830 Duck Creek Monthly Meeting and Motherkiln Joined and. became 
lmown as Cruoo.en Monthly Meeting. Thus IIJ)poquinimink was Joined to Camden Month
ly Meeting. 

In 1879 the Meeting was closed as there were only two members attending, 
Mr. John Alston and his son Cowgill. 

In 1939 the Meeting House was restored, thanks t o the benevolence of Mr. 
Rodney Sharp and Mrs. Rosanna Evans. 

In 1946 the Meeting vas reopened for worship. In the meantime the prop
erty had eecheated to the State. In order to regain the property, fifteen in
terested Friends had to sign a petition to the States. In 1948 Wilmington 
Monthly Meeting took title to the property and. Appoquinimink Meeting became a 
preparative Meeting under Wilmington. 

The first school inAppoquinimink was established by the Friends. A 
frame building was erected on the proposed site for the Meeting House. This 
school house was later moved away end used for the rectory of the colored church. 

A legend has been handed down that the Meeting House served as an under
sround station for slaves during the Civil War. They were said to have been 
concealed in the loft. 

The small, square brick building with pitched roof, pent eaves and white 
shutters, on which the boards run diagonally, is supposed to be the smallest 
house of worship in the United States. 





Historic Houses of Odessa is located 23 miles south of WilmingtOn, 
Delaware, just east of Route 13. Owned and operated by Winterthur. 

Hours: Buildings and gift shop open March through December. 
Group and school tours year round by reservation. Tuesdays through 
Saturdays, 10:00 A.II to 4:00 PM, and on Sundays, 1:00 to 4:00 PM. Last 
combination tour is at 3:00 PM. Yuletide in Odessa. premiere held the first 
weekend in December. Call for special times and prices. Closed Mondays, 
Easter,July 4, Thanksgiving Day, December 24 and 25, January and 
February. Some buildings closed during the Yuletide premiere. 

Admission: Prices subject to change without notice. Adults: $3.00 
for one property, $5.00 for two, and $6.00 for three. Seniors, students, and 
groups of 20 or more: $2.25 per person for one property, $4.00 for two, and 
$5.00 for three. Children under 12 and Winterthur Guild members free. 

For information, call 302-378-4069, FAX 302-378-4050, or 
1TD 302-378-4032. Boxed lunches and formal coffee and tea available for 
groups upon request. Call for special rates and information. Make checks 
payable and send to Historic Houses of Odessa, 
P.O. Box 507, 
Odessa, DE 19730. 

Rx;Hr. Hands-on activilies 
and exhibits geared 
especially for children 
bring bygone days to life. 

0 /9'}2 Hu/cnc Hous,so{Od«l//tl 



~ e village of Odessa, Delaware, known in the 18th 

LJ ~:ntury as Cantwell's Bridge, played a vital role in 

American commercial life as a busy grain-shipping port. 

Tcx:lay you can stroll down quiet, tree-lined streets and admire 

examples of 18th- and 19th-century architecture. Chief 

among these are the four Historic Houses of Odessa. 

Cu,1ix: ~on young and old 
(;(m sJep into tbe past, strolli11g 
along shady walks among lbe 
charming early-American 
/Jomes built by tbe weal/by 
cilizms of a once /hrivmg 
Ctmtwell 's Bridge. 

l£FT: WiJb a panoramic view 
oftbe,'{l{JOquinimink Creek, 
/be 11atio11ally-lmoum Corbi/
Sharp House is tbe ji1lest 
example of mid-Georgian 
architecture in Delaware. 

William Corbit, who operated a tannery on the banks of the 

Appoquinimink Creek, was the town's leading citiren when he built his 

hand5ome Georgian house in 1774. The house remained in the Corbit 

family until 1938, when it was acquired by 1-1. Rodney Sharp. He restored 

the house and donated it to Winterthur in 1958. Today the Corbit-Sharp 

House is furnished to reflect the lifestyle 
of this region in the late 18th century. 

The Wilson-Warner House, built 
by prosperous merchant David Wilson in 

1769, exemplifies Delaware-Georgian 
architecture. The house was presented to 
Winterthur in 1969 by the Trustees of 

l£FT: 111 addilion /Q u1a/Jti11g 
/Qurs, tbe Odessa Spring 
Festival offers oldjaslw:med, 
fringe-lO{J/Jed SUmi)I rides, 
aaft t/em()ns/raJiorls, music, 
food and fun for tbe en/ire 
family. 

David Wilson Mansion, Inc. Its furnishings closely resemble those recorded 

on the 1829 family bankruptcy List of Sales. 
In a modem setting, the Federal-style Brick Hotel Gallery houses 

Nature Tamed: Belter Furniture, 1840-1860. This is the country's 

largest collection of Victorian furniture made in the style of J. H. Belter 

and illustrates the best American furniture craftsmanship of the mid-19th 

century. The collection was donated to Winterthur in 1987 by the Richard 

and Gloria Manney Foundation. 
The Collins-Sharp House, one of Delaware's oldest houses, dates to 

the early 18th century. This picturesque log and frame structure is the 

museum center for educational programming, 

. including hands-on hearth cooking for children. 

R,r;,rr: Joh11 Henry Belter s teclmclog,cally irmovalive 

creations for the {Xirlor and bedroom featured highly
skilled r,aroings of fruit and j/oUJm, often 111 
ro,seu,ood 

L&r. Experience Yuletide in a (;(mdlelil atmOS{Jhere 
enhanced by quaint, hand-crafted decorations and 
other SMSOtl(I/ themes. 

Bww: 7bis vintage drawing def>lcls the 
=rby property of /be Janvier Jamil)• 
ufure cabinet-making slrills are on 
display i11 both /he Corbit.sharp and 
Will'o11-Warner houses. Mr.John 
Janvier's Appoquinimink (Delaware) 
August 16, 1798. From tbe Seu'ell C. 
Biggs Collection. 
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- ORADB IV 

BlcroRY OF OD SA. 

Ba•• each oh1l4 write end illutn.t• "1• h18tCIT of Odeua and put u 
ill boot tom tor ohil4'1Wl ia °'lla p.na ot the Bute • 

.fhe book oOYer ou be -4• or atltt oarlbo&rd co,-ere4 with ~r • ..l 

4eoont1T• ••~ 1lllllJ' be worb4 out tor the corv. nte PlDI• r_a;y be tolded. 1'JIOlll 

heavy bron fl'II.PP11l8 pe;per, but no, out on. the ectgea. (Thi• would Illlk• lt pouible 

w P1t the work up •• a trteze, or use 1t tor a movie, llhoul.d one dastn:) 

WrU1116 n.y be 4cu ncht on broa. JaP•r• 
Fiawrea could be made on mnil& JIIIP•r mi4 puted 1.n. 

OOIS'ND PI91VBES 
(flhow.aXine? 

l . XiDa ot :&»glen&\ (1676) --:-(Roir did he droN, 

or 
King giYirag tp'11nt ot lalil 

Or 
p ot llllgl111d 

•t. i:10,un ot wu br14ge ar:14 popl• •roali:ag 1t in .tnl. 
(Fbl oUI **J' 11117 of ._ Naldlllt • ot Odeua hffe 

pioiu:rea ot it, or aan cSeN.rl.be 1t. 1I01r did people 

dn•• 1A 1'131? In wbat di4 by :ride?) 
(Ho. nre t.h.,- 4.Nuel? 

•3. People nopplng ai tl» l1m -(In what did itlley x-14•? 

, . en ot uhbawn • • AratT tz,tng to W7 l•tur. 

•s. Boe\a go1Jlg '° llliladelphSa nth gra1n. 
(Ro. nre they lreNel? 

•e. ieopi. at 1he hlr ill 18:50 - (Wbat ••re t~ey 4o1ng? 

V. Oln•14• ~ Corbit Llbftl"J• 

e . lDdlc tthooUna ctuoka (moulO '- om ot th• ts.ran J)10tw:e•>• 

, . 1otUfta tlaowina I d th• pople ot oaeaaa do tor n 11Ting to.Sey. 

TO TU7 t.he wolk, eerlain Wl>J•t• mcgea\84 tor pSotur•• ooul4 be 

1101ic«l om aa Nll4 u~ PJ"OJeOta. by ooul.4 tbtn· be photo81'1lphed an4 the 

pho~ha ooul.d be paned in each book. 'ftloae cheeked (•) are poeaibllittea. 

' ' --- ~~ ~-----~-----~--~~---~~ 



Otber Probl au tba~ Cotal4 'l'tlk• Up in con.nec\10n With t:h1 o t\lf7 -

1 . •Ting - 11117 or rial w, us colonial a. 
Collecttn,s or J?iotur•• 111lotr1.DG these poopl.e t wzk 

(ra 1Jlg at rial.a• pre rt.na am. eplnntns. waving.etc.) 

bl.ea - • • • lArge tor tho • 
b. The ta tor chair ata. 

a. 1:JlltT or ter:1 • 
" " c1a11r 4 11 ,. 
" Color. 
ft " lOTel.7 Old 111 • • 

Probleia - Th• 1 ot • all ;'111' (nieh• bo \ to ohil.dNn'• pitel). 

Rt.To chit 'brin new i,1eeea :trom h • • n chil4 1ml 

at • c!es1tJ1 11D1t • • and r1ucl••• Ul:l1 ou.14 be 
tl'OIII 9" to lB" nquare. .h or •• decd.gn coulA bo 4e bf 
tol dt.na, ar outttna • la · uare into -~r aqua.re• 
tr! •• d then \11 toeot r . o ch114Nn 

till ill i;,arta t 4 wt a O'ftY'®• (see •i-cto.l 
eeo, on int ot <IU Ut. ) :ve ~laae choo beat d atca 
unit 1t tor quilt . 
(It bildnn t n rth • tin em too diffloult or 
t 1ou■, a1Eth o sµ-18 tdd,lt bolp. ) 

... 



HISTORY or ODESSA 

1. .Beginning of ton 

now it got its n 

- Date. 

• 

3. Reaeon and rapidity of Growth. 

~. ipping port - AO.vantage•• 

5 . 'Re1tins place for travel.era. · 

6. Tan:,ard - Use and location. 

7. Revol ut ionary Time•• 

a. Tranaportation Fac1lit1es, 

10. 

ll. 

12. 

13 . 

14. 

l ~. 

l&. 

1'7. 

a. Boats, 
b. Railroads, 
o . 'l'rolle7, 
ct . Bua. 

Churches • 

.;,Ohool. 

Library. 

.Population. 

.Appe arano e or Town. 

Boulevard. 

A.ppoquin1m1nk Creek - Nm• and 

Ocoupe.tion or Commuo1t7. 

Importance. 
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HI S TORY 01 O D ES &A 

The l'.1D.g ot Eneland onoe owned the lam around Odessa and 

in. 16'7& he ga·re it to Captain Edmum Cantwell. Captain Cantwell• e 

80n, Thcnaa Cantwell , buil t a toll bridge in 1'131. People who 

croqed tbe bridge had to ~ moiuir. rhi• money n.s uaed to 

repair the bric:149. 

The Tillage was oalled Camrill • • Bridge. Boa ta u.aed to 

coma up to the bridge end load wheat. 'l'bere nre aix big granaries 

and aeveral wba.rYea. Grain wu brought from tittec mil.ea around. 

In letS:5 Cantffll '• Bridse clmlged its name '° ODESSA. after a 

big eeaport in Ruaa1a trom. which wheat na mipped. The 1)8ople 

ot Cantwell'• Bridge hoped their town we>\114 become •• important 

•• Odessa OTer 1n Rua■ia. 

Cantwell' a Bridge beceme a reati ng place tor 'tlr&Telera ao an 

iu waa bu1l t there. !Er . 1ll1a Corbit built a tanyarcl in. 1'16:5, 

where they made all kind• or leather. 

Dur1Dg the ileYol ut1oll8.l"J ar IQIDlt eol41era tram altl1ngton. • • 

J.J.rsq Tiaited the tanTarcJ. to bUT leather. ur. ,illiam Corbit would 

not sell an:,, so they Narched and tound eome in the cellar ot the 

houM where i:r. Daniel • CorbU D.O'lf l1Tea. They took the leather 

and l.ett aome money u pq rcr u . 

During 1he ReTOlutioDU'J" u Caesar Rocln97 and a CcmpaJJ7 ot the 

Delaware Soldiers camped at Noxenton Kill pond a tew 11.ile • trcm OdeHa 

while •1--1ng to Join Wal!lhington ' • .u,q. 



Six boa.t11 used to llllice weekly tripa trom Odessa to Philadelphia 

and three grain vessel s Jlllde weakly' trips to Eoeton, but ?!hen the 

railroad na built tlu'Ough UiftUetown, Cdeaa did not grow taat , and 

~rom ,hat tims iddletown grew much taster. 1'be warehouses later 

were turned into canneries, p,;ckiug houses rcr corn and tam.toe•, 

a crear:Bry, eto. , In 1903 a trolley line•• buil t between Odessa 

and :W.ddlotown wt did not PGT, •i;> U was. ta.kan up 1n 1907. A. bua 

line now runa through OdeHa to i~ton.. 

Large taira were held at Cantwell'• Bridge in olden tima a ( 1830) 

am people came from all parts ct PennaylTania, ~aryland end Delaware 

to a tteDd tbem. 

There were 1:umy "FRI ENDS" in the neiehbor hood ot Odessa. !hey 

built a little meeting house in l'r.ffl ffhiob ia still otanding. It 1e 

said that the la.at mmber or the Friend&' church, a l!.r. illaton, uaed 

to So to the little Church and a1t alone with hie dog. 

There ar8 two othor Churches. a ot'hodiat Church built in 1851 

and a Preabyterian Church 11hilo Just a mile t:r0m Cdoaaa. io beautitul 

old DRA.iin83, one of the old.eat Presbyterian churches in tho countl'7. 

This ohurch waa began in 1773. '1'.he brick• used 1u it were made on 

the tana ot Mr. Lee l"ellni.naton Jl8ar Odosoo. The lGGl'lbors or old 

Drawyera ba.d. been holding aetinge since 1682. 

OUr aohool conta1no three roalll8 end the public llbrar,'. e 

haTe onl.7 about ninety pup1la. The hJ.ah achool pupil.a go to 

1ddletown. We have tho oldest Jree Library in the State. It 1• 

called the CORBIT LIBRARY. Far s~ty- years 111 ,re.a tho onl,1 tree 

library the State had. 1e enjoy the boon so mu.ch. our ee.hool 

1• built 1n a grove ot tree• on a hill aJld that Dike• tine coaating 
I 

in winter. Our 1Chool was built ill 1847. 



The population ot Odeaa in 1920 na l'OUR mmDRO> AND THIR'l'Y- FIV:I 

including wh11ea and mgroea. There are seme beautiful. old Colonial 

Homee. Other house a must be very- old n know because they :ba.Te ol 4 

tire places which are uaed tor coolcing and heating. 

Xhere i e one lona ehad7 ,tree• called 1:ain street, and seTeral 

' shorter atreeta. Al)poqutnSmink Creek lies at the toot ot a1n Street 

am a newer bridge a'ianl e in place ot the old toll bridge. J. new 

bouleTard 1a being built through the tovm. 11h1ch 1s e. J)al"b or th• new 

~te.te Highway. 

ihen the boulevard was being built la.et tall tbey de a l ona 

concrete bridge over the me.rah. A diTer cane here trom Bal timore. 

He put on hia ell Tina 8U.1 t end ant dQYn under the water to work. 

Tlla children. trom. our achool went dOll'Jl to the creole with our teaobar 

and apent a pleassn t atternoon •tching ti. diTer go down end wo:xk. 

He showed ue t)e dUterent part.a of hil 8U1 t end told ua a bout hia 

work. 

There ia a litt le story which tell• hmr the .ippoquin:Sm1nk na 

neaect. .An Indian, one do.7 ceme don the croek in his canoe ; he eaw 

a tlook or wild 4uclm end ah°' into tbem. One or the was hurt end 

tell to the groWJ.d. i'hc Indian Aid ".APPOQJJIND'INK" 'l'ihi ch in. the 1r 

language means "WOUNDED DOCK'" ani the creek cam to be oe.lled b7 that 

name . 'l'be creek tlowa into tho Dela1n1rc, R1Ter. 

There are no taotor1•• in Odeua, but 'm.ost ot the men tlah and irap. 
, 

They catch perch , catt'1eh, c.e.rp , berrJ.ng and oth3r lc1Dda ot tiah and 

send thElll to tho 01 ty marlr::eta. Tiley trap tor muak:rata on tt.e r1Ter 

marah end alao tbe creek. They- get good prices tor t.he turs. sa:-,time• 

the trappers ge't tox••• minks , ottere , akuuka, reocoons, opposaum e.D1 wil d 



dttcke in their ti-apso The tanners raise Brain, apples. pee.obos and 

berries. 

\Ye hoi)e you haTe enjoyed our 11 ttle hi story or Odessa as muoh as 

we haTe enjoyed working on it . 
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ODES(! 

Tho firot sohool houeo in Odooa wue built bf tho r i ende or 
Quskore nonr the little er Church. ~his frame building was 
used w:.t1l 181V. ~other fre.me school houoe was bullt nbout 
1810 nor tho ite of the present aohool bouse . J4JDe8 LD.ttomus , 
a half broth.er o:t Bishop Le'Vl Scott 1 rc~omboroil one of th 
to cbors . 

ScTOrbl public eehool houut:>s were built between th t ,-eur 
n~d 1843 when tho brlok bu116.ing Wti-E (lrEJot d . 1·c;po:ri of the 
so. ool rro}?1,r1 y in 108G ohouo tho foJ lowing f. etc~ 

Vuluo o~ pi·o e!·'ty, E1, htven h1mdrcd doll ro . 
! Wilbe1: of !PU:Pilo r<siot,rvo., OM. h'.mdrEJd a1 c;htcun, 
llWl bui· of ~·onm"', Tv19 . 
liumv r CJf toecllor~ . ;A; o, 
b~e~ RO attend noe , ~rv nty, 
.:.i ngth of :Jc 001 term·, ... 011 ,.n. ,) A- hc,l t 10:nths. 

In 1a66 the schoc~ w 

~ohn .. ~1vl r . the undert t this ti .. o ownod t 0•uhooled 
he .d.:e , . J1loh n, n uac i nhcnoV( r c.ny on of .c l th or .h.1g coci 1 
otnnd.i.ng f4 burr iGd. Ci. otl. oci~u.s.ioJ.1~ a .1.1 rdin 17 llufOD :1c.s 
usoc.. .ht (~Offill .u pl ccd O th<J -Xlf (!. hol d in pofli 1.1c,n 
by i;Ooclon corcwr . :chin v, ~ u ou wt l 1 8 0 • 

• he r. tac.reor ~lio ' u cd to c rr ~ f:rui ln t\1:i.a 
.hila.acJ.:r, 1 • 

... b 11· t (~tr:odl. t .., u.rch cervicee ere cld in the School 
house 1. C .nt , 'tJll Io ll?'idt: c ( 16~}. - lfiv ) • :Lh< co . ru tto.1.1 
then p1uc!Jc ooc1 un old bric.it b ildi~ rmc.r .F1eldeboio , foz• One 
hundred Dol u1· • .. o tl.cc:: - 1, :f.o ti. co 1 l;o ;·.c t t o tCl r 
it don rtd ulo.n t ho riok. cro~d of o;lo it m y taimo 
woro on h nd and tb"' wo1·k '"' s c 1okl y done, ~h on.a cto:ry Ohuroh 
wr.s 7h1 t c ,,. "hcd ur;d oor.;t :inod pl mM::: tor e t.ts . Lat er the p re ·cnt 
I othod i s t Ohur b wo.r bnil t. 

~·he- .fir t Hotel 1. 8 bu.llt nor r the c1·u~k, t nd \ ~ ucc.,d until 
10:;5 . _h ro:;ent Ocicf.l!:', nn \!' 3 built in lOi.:2 , but dur1:nr; the 
time there l ... ave boon :::cT ,•v J. othcl' i :U?.!J.: er hot£1B. 

ch .. ·:rf. 1.1 ory o:f Del a .• 
Vol . ~ . ,006, 1011, 1013 . 



• en '"'A G i..D .. IV 

Hovo e::i.ch child Pr1 to d illustr. to tho hiotory or Odoi;aa nd ut 1 t 
in book fom ~or ca1lnrBn in othor p rto ot tho ,t to. 

~ e book covor con bo made o1' ~tiff cardboard cov rod ult~ paper . 
decor tlve eeiGll may b3 or..{od out for tho covor. Tho })URQO m.:cy be i'oldcd troc 

h av, broon wrnppine opor , but not cut on the odaea. ('Ibia uould l:!lclto it 1 oaaiblo 

to t ork UI> a a tri ze, ar uo 1 t ror o. 1.1o'fie, ahould ono desire. ) 

r1 tin ooy bo dono rle-,ht on broim poper . 
l>iotur o shoulil bo m:ido on nnnllu l)apor and paatod in. 

SUlG 
(17ho o Kinr,:? 

1. King or Enc).4nd (1076) - - - - (Hoo did ho dr a? 
Or 

Ki113 givinr, sr nt o~ land 
Qr 

~ or J'J{ lnnd 

•2. ...1.0·· t-o or toll bridge and po,opl.G croaGinc 1 t in 1?31. 
( , out hoth r nny or tho real dent of Odo.,oo. have 

.. Ul"OD or it, or cnn dosor1 it. ow did o;;>lo 
o sin 1731? In nhnt did "'thoy rido?) 

(I!o uoro thoy dreoood? 
3. r o lo &top~iDB ot tho Inn - (In hat did t y ride? 

4. on or uoh1ncton•a Army t.ry~n1 to buy loath r . 

•u. lloota o1nc to llh1ludol~h1a 1th er in. 
( Hem w re thoy droaso ? 

• • • ooplo at tho Fair in 1830 -- ( Yhnt wore toy doinc;? 

9 . Outoide or Corbit Librury. 

a. In iun shooting duoka ( ohoull bo one or th tirot p1otur a) . 

9 . .Pioturos eh~Yin hut the paoplu or Odosoo ilo tor u livillfl todoy-. 

To v ry tho or., cert in ,ubjeoto ouce otod for ic tur o oo:.ud bo 

'1orkod out o na.nd t ble projoct • Th 1 oo d t en b photographod and the 

photoar J>h coUld be postod in enob book. Tho e chookod ( •) aro voooi bll1tiea. 

I 



Other }robl ems that Could Bo Talton Up 1n Connection with this Study-

1. 7oovi116 - Otu:ly of mat~r1 le usod in Col niul Timoe. 
Colloctine or picturJn oho inP, thcoo pooplo a t work 

( r 1loin~ mo t •)rinls , prol)ur lne, th m, ep1nn1nr, wouv l -ic, otc . ) 

J:robler.i • a . Tho mak1ne ot a l nrgo r l.J8 tor th• nuouurn. 
b. 'ha makln.tJ or mate for chnir nonte. 

So inc; l-'U tch ork - •1tudy ,, 
It 

" 

or m..1tori ula. 
" dnrk ond lit;it. 
" color. 
" lovel 7 old quilts. 

lrobl om - ThtJ mukill{~ of a amo.l.l quilt (mi~ht bo aont to ohildron'o hos.vital) . 
Ilavo chil dren bring non pioces tram humo. H.1vo eo.oh child plnn 
11.lm,.,la doo1c,i unit from sq_uoros and triotl{'.l.1:us. Unit oho1.1ld be 

. tran O" to 12" • qunro. :Muoh of. -tho doeic;n could bo r:mdo by 
1'old1na, or outtinc th l o.r,50 square into smo.ller equari,s and 
trione,l .s o.nd thon fitting thoo toeother . Hovo children 1'1111n 
ports t hat nro da.rk with dnrk crayon. taoo e~clnl e~eet 6n m..k
ing of quilt. ) Have cl.Boo cllooae boot doaign unit wid uso it tor 
quilt . 
( 11' children in tourth erode find ouw111G too d11'1'icult or todioua, 
sixth grade girls mi ht help. ) 



lllS'l'OtiY O ' ODl'~S/1 

l . Becinn1ng ot torvn .. Dato. 

2 . :rm, it got i to nur.io . 

3. ~co.eon un i rapidity o{' Oror:th. 

4 . 8h1piin_ ~ort - dv ntages . 

5 . Ro6tinc pluce !'or tr-...ivolftl"s. 

6. Tany-d u - Uso and loo tion. 

7 . llovolut1ona.r1 Times. 

a. Trmwpo1•t tion l>"ac1l1 tioe. 

9 . 

10. 

u. 
1 2. 

13. 

14. 

l.'1 . 

16. 

17. 

a . Boats, 
b. Hoilroada, 
d. Trolley , 
d . Bus. 

l!'uirs. 

Chr choa. 

School. 

Library. 

.: opula.tion. 

A_ppoaranca or TO\-:Jl.• 

Doulovard . 

A ~oquinim1nk Craek .. • .lra'l 

Occupation or Cami.unity 

an Inport:moe. 
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Uiotory or Old Druwyero Church • . 
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iubliahod bJ Coloni~l iW11es 

Reminiscences ot old rosidonts. 



Il I S T O R Y OF O D ·. S n A. . . ... 
Tho Kine ot " lo.nd onco ownod t h l and around Odoooa dnd 

in 1676 he gave it to Cnptnin Edmund C:mt r.ell. ca~u:.in Cantwoll'a 

oon, 'l'homnu Cantwell, built a toll bridgo in 1731 • . Oo.?l, who orosaod 

t ho bridgo had to pay monoy. Tuia monoy vao used to r op ir the bridco. 

Tho Till~o was cullod Centwoll ' s Brid(;o . nooto unod to CO.'TIO 

u~ to tho bridB9 and load nhoo.t. There woro aix big sranarieo and oovoral 

nhurvco. Grain \ t1s brought 1'ran tifteon 1;11loa around. 

In 1805 Oantwou •u Bridao choneed ito nams to <ID ;i.;I\ attor a 

big aot1p0rt in Ruaoia from which whoat w a ohippod. 7ho poople 

ot Gantnoll'o nridgo hoped their tomi vould become ao important 

as Odooaa ovor in Ruasia. 

Can twoll 1 o Dridco booo.me n r oti111; pl ce for t r .... volera so un 

inn r.aa built thero. ,~-. illiam Corbit built a t ony rd in 1705, 

whoro t 1 .Y mnde all kinds or l oathor. 

'ruriJ16 the volution rry nr oOffie sol di ers from uahitlf:ton•o 

.rmy visited th"' to.nyu.rd to b\11' l oathor. Mr. 1111 im Corbi would 

not eell nny, r.o they soorohod and round aome in tho collar of the 

housa t1h o 1r . aniel J. Corbit nor, livoa. They took tho l :,athor 

ond loft sa:ie money no pay tori 

nur1nn the ttsvolutionary a r, C&eear nodn9y and a ComJ:lt.ny or tho 

Del aware Sol diers cur.,,pod at. Uoxontown l..111 .Pond tt .tow miloo trom Odo •. sa 

1'1h1lc wuitine to Join nehlngton•::i ArtlY• 

Six boo t s uood to rn ko weokly trlpo fror.t Odosea to Phibdel phia 

and thr·,o c.r in veea lo ma.do wookly trl.111s to i1oston,. but wll Jn t he 

r tti lroo.d r.aa bull t throuc}l r i dd l otO\m, Odoenn did not :ro·. foat , und 
' 

ti-om that tlrno Uiddl otc;,;u grou much fnster. 
Tho warohouaoa lt.1ter 
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were tw•ned into cunnorios, packing h,,uses for corn and tomatooe, 

a croamory, etc •• In 1903 a troll.oy lino wan built botwoon O<iosea 

onl iddl'Jtown but did not pay, oo it wa.a ta.It.on u.1,1 in 190'1. , A buo 

line now runs through Odea a to 'ilrn.J.ngton •. 

L31"f.8 fairn wore hold nt co.ntwoll 's Bridgo in oldon timc,o (l8J:)) 

und peol1lo cama rroa ail 1> irto or Penneylv.:mio. , Marylani and ;Jeln o.re 

to attend tham. 

Tboro wera ~iny 'l'.iU~' in tho neic;hborhood of Odosoa. They 

built a little meeting h,uso in 1'1;.;5 whi~h is otill standill6• It 1s 

snid th. t tho laut mo.mbcr or the Frionds• Chu.re , a ?~. Allot on, uood 

to so to tlle Uttlo Church and sit lono with his dOG• 

Thero u·e tow other Churcheo, n othodiat Chmtoh built in 1851 

and o. :Proobytorlon t:hurch whilo Juot n milo trom Oclossa is bouuttrul 

old D m: Y ltl , one or tne oldoot oobytorian clu'1ollea in the country. 

'ibis church wus boCU 1n 1'173. 'l'he bricks uot"td 1n it were mnde on 

the to.m ot !Jr. Loo l\iW11Il(tton noor Odesoo. . 1.he members of old 

Dro\;yere had been hold inc J!loot1118tl o lnco 1682. 

Cur ac col contnlna t.'lroo rooms and. the public l1br1.117. e 

huvo only about ninet pu l ls. Tho high sch'. ol pu 1lo go to-.tU.ddl tom. 

o h.ivo the uldeat 1''roe Library 1n the .. t :i·t • It is c ulled tho con IT 

l.tll l Y. i,•0.1.• sixty yoars it waa tho only 1'r.>o llbr.ary tho t,tota had. 

e onjoy th~ booka ao much. Our school 1a built in 4 c;rov.:, or troos on 

n hill ond tha t n lkos fino co,isting 1n wintor. OUr ochool wan ullilt in 
, 

Tho population of Odessa in 1920 woo tOUH Ht.nIDR1r-J A •t·rnn-r1v ~ 

inclwl tnr; uhi too and negrooa. '!'hero uro 00010 bonutlful ol d l;ol oniul 

Ho."llOa. 0th r boustta murt l>:> VJry old ,m kno1' booauoo they hnvo ol d

tiro _places t1hich ar e uead !.'or cookinc end lloo.tinG• 
I 



~ 

-. 
1'horo 1a ono long ohady otrciot c lied t ·1in tro t , und ~v 1ral 

ohort r ntroota. .tipoquinimink Creok liea nt the fo::>t of Uhin ,trsot 

and a newer bridt:e ot:mds 1n _vlo.oo ot thG old toll bridge. , now 

b ulovu-d is boing bull t throue.u tho t0':7n which ls n purt or tho now 

Dt!l to IIishwoy. 

'hJn the bt>Ulovard ll'ao b<Jin"' built lnot foll tho;r mo.de a lona 

concrote br dee ov r t~e J'll;lrah. A div r co.me h ro fra:n 133ltimore. 

lio put on his dlTine ...:uit and wont a.mm undor tho t1ut ,r to work. 

Tho child.ran rrom our echo l \'IOnt dotn to tho crook oth uur t::ia<:11er 

Qnd spent a plean'lnt o1'torno n otc 1.in t dlv r ao darin 1d 01•k. 

to showod uo the dlttor nt purts or hlo suit nnd told us nbout bis 

hero io ll ttlo st l'Y' 1c:-t tellq llo t 1 • oqUinimi!\k o 

n·unc l . 111 Indi m, ono d y came dor-m t o or ek in hiu c noo; ho omv 

flock of 11d ducks tmd a ot into them. Ono or t em ,,uo hurt rmd 

foll to tho ground. 'I'ho In.Hon snid "Al ro Uil Ir!WK" vm1ch in t oir 

J.nncunce r:ta:mo ' tr, :T' UilCK" nnd tho ore k c:.uno to bo oullod by that 

n'.llll • 'l'ha oroe ~ tlo, s into tha J> ,larnro 1avor. 

Thero arn no tnctorlen in Odeooa. ?Utmost ot tho men fish.and trnp. 

Thoy o tch perch, c tfinh, c rp , h rrln • an oth r kinds or fiAh ond 

sorui th m to t 10 city markotn. 'd1oy trap :ror muskrits aJtli. on tho rivor 

maroh ru1d also the crook. They cot 8 od pricc,s tor tho furs . D<Xl"tilooo 

the trappers got t'oxoa , ra1nkn, ottore, skunks, rf\CCoono , oppo:lsun and wild 

ducks in tholr trnpa. nto to.rmors raiso grain, U.1.JJ.11 a , peuohou und 

barrios. 

o hope you l\ vo enjJoyed our 11 ttlu hi tory 01· 000000 (Ul much as 

we h ve arijoyod r.orkin.( on it. 
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10 4!2c.m th~:t Duno r5a d in ld Dr f 177 t bllildi o u.11 t '1 torn 4omi the p ent tea. lt ia evo tha~ l 4 to 
·~ho oh 111n ?> on for 1t t lln 1ts b 

o! to 
uO gun--loc n or th :rnmont 1Yl'.n ct t fnrnlah them toi-- thG o ,el o u.t the r f 1 to obill1n a, eix pcu10 ( bout 5.(:). 

~ e reople bcliovo he .to burrl >ld Drawycre h... U4>o.th c1l vo:a.· cup to t Olm.re bi il 1~ tl • 
.... 0r::.II!cJ1t of t .. o rd r. 0tho1· 1 u 11~ h i bu.r.zi.a !n u. -vuul no o 11 ll. 
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