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1849 C Street, N.W.
Washington, 0.C. 20240

The attached property, the Amstel House, in New Castle County,
Delaware, reference number 77000386, was listed in the National
Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the National
Register on 5/12/1977, as evidenced by the FEDERAL
REGISTERA/VEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 7,1978,
Part I, Vol.43, No. 26, page 5184. The attached nomination form
is a copy of the original documentation provided to the Keeper
at the time of listing.
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IS DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE O CHECK ONE
XAEXCHIIMI ~DtUHIORAIIO X—UNAL1IIUO X-DRISINAISITi
_GOM _RUINS —ALTEIB _MOVED DATC-
_fAM _UNEXrOS[D

OESCniBE THE PAESCNT AND ORIOINAI (IF KNOWN) w1 AL APPEARANCE

n>« five-bay facade of the Anstel. Houae fronts on Fourth Street and is en-
belliehed with a moulded brich water tab}e and a protnidlng two-brick belt course,
vihat le supposed to have been an earlier houen fronting on Delaware street now
forms a wing of the moin house. The detailing of the water table and belt course
on the main fncade continue along Delaware street, though the belt co'irse is at a
lower level on the wing. Both are laid in flemIBh bond.

The main facade is found in the gable end of the house, an unusual charactar-
istio for town houses in Delawars. The broad dqable is pedimonted with cove cornices
marking the roofline and the gable. Three windowa pierce the gable and there ie a
dormer on the south side of the shingled roof. The windows of the fust floor ars
surmounted by segmental brick arches, as are those of the brsement. If there are
arches over the second story windows, they arc hidden by the cornice. The sashes
are double-hung with ninc-ovez-ninc lights.

The frontispiece of the main doorway is classical in detail, with engaged
pilasters and a broken pediment. The deep-set door has a fanlight surmounted by

a keyrtonc.

Tne center hall tn tne front part of the house le flanked by one room on each
floor. In the parlor on the north or garden side is a panelled endwall. The large
fireplace has s simple dog-aarad surround and a dog-eorsd overmantel but no shelf.
There in a deep relief to the panels flanking the flrsplaca and to those embellishing
the butterfly cupboards on either end of the room. There are no windows on this side
of the house. In the rear of the room, a French door provides access to the garden,

A dentil cornice and a chair rail accent the room. On the south, the chimney is built
against the wing of the house and there are windows along Delaware Street.

A kitchen and pantry aro found in what is supposed to be the original section
of the house. The fireﬁlace a%ainst the west wall of the kitchen encompasses almost
the entire endwall. This Wing has six-over-nine light windows surmounted by seg-
mental brick arches on the south wall and flat brick arches on the north wall. The
hallway joining the tvo sections of ths house is contained in a stuccoed addition

where the two awctiona join.

The house today, as originally, stands on a single—famiI% rasidentlal street.
Sines the eighteenth century, the spaces between houses have been filled by the

addition of newer houses.
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SPECIFIC DATES BUIIOER/ARCHITECr

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The BTCMt construcUon date of the toetel Houae haa not been determined, but
it cercsinly la the oldeet of the large town houaee that were built In New Caatle

the h;.uf,e to Hicholaa Van Dyhe, who lived there until 17B5.

Van Dyke waa Preaident of the Delaware State, as the governors were styled at
that tine. His daughter, Ann, wae married In the house at a cerenony attended by
General Washington.

After Governor Van Dyke moved out of the house, his daughter and her new
husband, Kenaey Johns, took up rosldonce there until their house at Third Md
Delawftra atreeta waa cocapleted* Johns was later Chancellor of Delaware end a

principal In the Chesapeake and Delaware canal.

Since 1929, Amstel House has bsen a museum.
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Em/.; bibuographical refe*. . ices
Albert KruBtt end othors,’, 1. historical nurvey of New Ca( j«, filed in Hew Castle

Public liibrary.
Hlagins, Anthony, Editor. Hew Castle on the Pelaware. Hew Castlei Newcastle
Historical society, 1973.
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ZONA NORTHING. .ZON B6A81IN NORTHING

VtRBAL BOUNDARY DESCtIIION

The property is bounded on the south by Delaware Street, on the east by Fourth
Street, ‘'fhe lot in rectangular, B6 feet wide along Delaware street.

LIST All. STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERtAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATt CODE COUNT* CODE

STATE CODE IOUNT*

iIFORM PREPARED BY

NAME/IUf
Edward F. Heite, Historic Registrar
ORCANIZATION . . i . DATE
Div. Of Historical C Cultural Affaira February 1976
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Rail of Records 302-67B-4564
atvoR TOWN STATE
Dover Delaware
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DATE
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WASO Form -177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(“R" Jum 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
L. EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET J
Nn<iJIEL HDU.se
"2KOC».Si<JL Cd. NN
Working No.,
Fed. Reg. Date:_
Date Due:_
Action: __ ACCEPT.
[ resubmission .RETURN.
, D nomination by person or local government REJECT-
O owner objection Federal Agency:
G appeal
Substantive Review: O sample Q request Q appeal I NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline____
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

Z Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status ‘ Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? Q yes G no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

G excaltent G deteriorated G unaltered G original site

G good G ruins G altered Q moved rieta
Gfalr G unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Q summary paragraph
G completeness

G clarity

G alterations/integrity
G dates

G boundary selection



8. Significanoe

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Archltect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

C] summary paragraph

D completeness

CD clarity

O applicable criteria

HU justification of areas checked

HU relating significance to the resource
O context

HU relationship of integrity to significance
HD justification of exception

HU other

9. Major Bibliographical Refereneas

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

_____national _____ state ___local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title date
13. Other
1 Maps

1 Photographs
1 Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Comment! forany item may be continued on an attached sheet
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