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Washington, O.C. 20240

The attached property, the Amstel House, in New Castle County, 
Delaware, reference number 77000386, was listed in the National 
Register of Historic Places by the Keeper of the National 
Register on 5/12/1977, as evidenced by the FEDERAL 
REGISTERA/VEEKLY LIST notice of Tuesday, February 7,1978, 
Part II, Vol.43, No. 26, page 5184. The attached nomination form 
is a copy of the original documentation provided to the Keeper 
at the time of listing.
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ESJname
HIST owe

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOWTO COMPLETE NATIONAL HEGISTEH POEMS 
______ TYPE ALL ENTRIES - COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS

Dr. Finney Houee

AMSTBL HOUSE (Preferred Name)
H] LOCATION

STREETS miMBER Northwest corner of Delaware and
Fourth Streets • —HOTEORPUBUCATION

arv.TowN CONQ R1S9I0 NAL 01 STRICT
New Castle VIDNITY OF one

5TATC CODC COUNTY cooc
n«Ei nt****A in rael'la nn\[IjCLASSIFI CATION

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
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OelawTure
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IS DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE o CHECK ONE

X^fXCIlliMI
_GOM
_fAM

^DtUHIORAIIO
_RUINS
_UNEXrOS[D

X—UNAL1IIUO 
—ALTEIliB

X-DRISINAlSITi 
-MOVED DATC-

OESCniBE THE PAESCNT AND ORIOINAl (IF KNOWN) w ■ AL APPEARANCE

n>« five-bay facade of the Anstel. Houae fronts on Fourth Street and is en- 
belliehed with a moulded brich water tab}e and a protnidlng two-brick belt course, 
vihat le supposed to have been an earlier houen fronting on Delaware street now 
forms a wing of the moin house. The detailing of the water table and belt course 
on the main fncade continue along Delaware street, though the belt co’irse is at a 
lower level on the wing. Both are laid in flemlBh bond.

The main facade is found in the gable end of the house, an unusual charactar- 
istio for town houses in Delawars. The broad gable is pedimonted with cove cornices 
marking the roofline and the gable. Three windowa pierce the gable and there ie a 
dormer on the south side of the shingled roof. The windows of the fust floor ars 
surmounted by segmental brick arches, as are those of the brsement. If there are 
arches over the second story windows, they arc hidden by the cornice. The sashes 
are double-hung with ninc-ovez-ninc lights.

The frontispiece of the main doorway is classical in detail, with engaged 
pilasters and a broken pediment. The deep-set door has a fanlight surmounted by 
a keyrtonc.

Tne center hall tn tne front part of the house le flanked by one room on each 
floor. In the parlor on the north or garden side is a panelled endwall. The large 
fireplace has s simple dog-aarad surround and a dog-eorsd overmantel but no shelf. 
There in a deep relief to the panels flanking the flrsplaca and to those embellishing 
the butterfly cupboards on either end of the room. There are no windows on this side 
of the house. In the rear of the room, a French door provides access to the garden,
A dentil cornice and a chair rail accent the room. On the south, the chimney is built 
against the wing of the house and there are windows along Delaware Street.

A kitchen and pantry aro found in what is supposed to be the original section 
of the house. The fireplace against the west wall of the kitchen encompasses almost 
the entire endwall. This Wing has six-over-nine light windows surmounted by seg­
mental brick arches on the south wall and flat brick arches on the north wall. The 
hallway joining the tvo sections of ths house is contained in a stuccoed addition 
where the two awctiona join.

The house today, as originally, stands on a single-family rasidentlal street. 
Sines the eighteenth century, the spaces between houses have been filled by the 
addition of newer houses.
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Gin SIGNIFICANCE

PiRIOD 
_PNEHISTOme 
_UP0.14» 
_1HO 1M> 
_I600-I6» 

X_l700-17f»

—1HO tltl

) c..AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE •• CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
^nCHEUlUOT-rilEHISTOKIC

_AECHiaiOOY HISTOniC
_ACIIICUITUII[
X^nCKIKCTUIt
_AHT
_COMM[RCt
_eOMMUNICATtONS

^COMMUMtTV HANNING 
_CONSIHVATION

_*ceKOMie*
^EDUCATION
_tNCINttAINO
_IXPlOAAT10N/imifMI«
.INOUITKV
_JKV(NTiaH

_UN0«CAf C AKCHItiauAE 
_IAW
_UTEAATVAI
.MIUTAKY
_MUSIC
.THIlOSOPHY
_poutic«/covernment

_AEUGIOM
^OENCE
_SCUtPTURE
_SOaAUHUMANlTAIIIAN

_INEATEII
_TAANEPORTAYION

—OTHER lEPEOrYI

1

SPECIFIC DATES BUIlOER/ARCHITECr

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
The BTCMt construcUon date of the toetel Houae haa not been determined, but 

it cercslnly la the oldeet of the large town houaee that were built In New Caatle

the h;.u£,e to Hlcholaa Van Dyhe, who lived there until 17B5.
Van Dyke waa Preaident of the Delaware State, as the governors were styled at 

that tine. His daughter, Ann, wae married In the house at a cerenony attended by 
General Washington.

After Governor Van Dyke moved out of the house, his daughter and her new 
husband, Kenaey Johns, took up rosldonce there until their house at Third Md 
Delawftra atreeta waa cocapleted* Johns was later Chancellor of Delaware end a 
principal In the Chesapeake and Delaware canal.

Since 1929, Amstel House has bsen a museum.
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Em/.; bibuographical refe*. .. ices
Albert KruBtt end othors,', 1. historical nurvey of New Ca( j«, filed in Hew Castle 

Public Iiibrary.
Hlagins, Anthony, Editor. Hew Castle on the Pel aware. Hew Castle i Newcastle 

Historical society, 1973.

QQgeographigal data
ACSUOt Of NOMINATtO fflftY rm—half 
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VtRBAL BOUNDARY DESCtll^tlON

The property is bounded on the south by Delaware Street, on the east by Fourth 
Street, 'fhe lot in rectangular, B6 feet wide along Delaware street.

LIST All. STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERtAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATt CODE COUNT* CODE

STATE CODE lOUNT*

illFORM PREPARED BY
NAME/IIUf

Edward F. Heite, Historic Registrar
ORCANIZATION DATE

Div. Of Historical C Cultural Affaira February 1976
STREET a NUMIES TflEfHONE

Rail of Records 302-67B-4564
atvoR TOWN STATE

Dover Delaware
INSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION

THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATES. 
NATIONAL___  S-;aTE------- LOCAlX-

As III# defiyniTed Sui« Htsiorie PretiTvMion Olficii lor the NttKinil Hiitoiic PiaSErvaiwn Ael ol 19B6 (Public Lav* B9'665l. I 
hereby nomlneie This propeny lor Inclusion In ihe Nstioi^egliiar snd cerlify Thai n has baen avaluated according lo iha 
crilaria and ptoceduras aal lorth by Iha Nallonal Perk S j

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SICHATURE

•suseonly ^ Q ! *”/T.
DATE

FOR NPS USE ONLY
I HEREBY CERTIFY THATTH/S PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE
DIRECTOR, OFFICi OF ARCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVAT|6n 
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PROPERTY MAP FORM

IW*? NPiUSEONtr

RICCtVfO

•see instructions in h6wTd
TYPE ALL ENTRIES •• ENCLOSE WITH MAP

SB NAME
HKTOmC

Dr, Finney House
'•“'““Xflttl He.

^ LOCATION 
"” *°'*'*New CaeUe .viaNirr OF COUKTT New Castle

STATE
Delaware

nil MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE United States Goologloal Survey 

Wilmington South Quadrangle 
scAu ls24000
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WASO Form -177 
(“R" Jum 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

^ 77Ooo38G>

l\fn<iJi£L HDU.se 

l^2K0C».Si<JL Cd.^I^

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Working No.,

□ resubmission
, D nomination by person or local government 
O owner objection 
G appeal

Substantive Review: O sample Q request

Fed. Reg. Date:______
Date Due:__________
Action: ___ ACCEPT.

.RETURN.

.REJECT-
Federal Agency:

Q appeal □ NR decision

J

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer_____
Discipline____
Date________

. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: technical corrections cited below
substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

Z Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership
Public Acquisition

Status
Accessible

Present Use

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? Q yes G no

7. Description

Condition
G excaltent
G good
Gfalr

G deteriorated
G ruins
G unexposed

Check one
G unaltered
G altered

Check one
G original site
Q moved rieta

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Q summary paragraph 
G completeness 
G clarity
G alterations/integrity 
G dates
G boundary selection



8. Significanoe

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Archltect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

C] summary paragraph 
D completeness 
CD clarity
O applicable criteria 
HU justification of areas checked 
HU relating significance to the resource 
O context
HU relationship of integrity to significance 
HD justification of exception 
HU other

-

n

9. Major Bibliographical Refereneas

4--Si

'i
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By •

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

____national ____ state ____ local

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date

'■ :2:

13. Other

□ Maps
□ Photographs
□ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date Phone:

Comment! for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Dat« Inf r*d HAY 12 «77

Aaafl Boun Itew CMtle 
New Ceetle County
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Hon. Wllllea V. Koth. Ji*.
Hon. Joooph K. Bldeoi Jr.
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(Resource Name)

(^■4au
(Reference Number(s])

\Xit\rx // yx/'^ V
(Date form completed)
LiSP/. fK/fi A i‘sry\y

(County) (State) (Completed by)

STATUS;
1. MISSING 2. REMOVED/ 3. NHL 4. TR 5. MRA

DEMOLISHED
6. OVER­

SIZED
7. NFS - 8. DOE - 9. RESTRICTED

UNDOCUMENTED OWNER OBJECTION

EXPLANATION:

1. Missing Status: Entire Folder ( W}-, Nomination 
Available on: Microfiche ( ); Optical Disk ( )cf^y. Map(s) ( ): Photos { )

/ /
(Cause for removal) (Date Removed)

/ /
(NHL Name, if different than NRHP Name) (Date Designated)

5.

6:

(If multi-state/county TR, state/county where filed and location)

(TR or MRA Name)

■ r.

(If multi-state/county MRA, state/county where filed and location) . >
■:

« -
(Location of oversize file)

/
(Current source of partial documentation) (Target Date)

r ' . '

V-:-

K.:3S

n-%

COMMENTS: / /
(Where found, or source of replacement) (Date Found/Replaced)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE National Register of Historic Places 
Locator Card

. ■■
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JAN. 1986
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