
ir

it

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Delaware
COUNTY:

New Castle
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
DATE

COMMON:

Old College Historic District
AND/OR HISTORIC;

Delawarei->t:juawcij.t! College ____________________/ r- * —

STREET AND NUMBER:

Northeast Corner of Main and JAN12B73
CITY OR TOWN:

Newark
NAT’-'"," /Cj
R~r;. - /'A:/

STATE CODE county: 'v/V CODE

Delaware 10 nn^
|3. CLASSIFICATION

H

O

3

Q£

to

Z

lU
UJ
l/>

CATEGORY 
(Check One)

P District Q Building
O Site Q Structure

I I Object

OWNERSHIP

E Public 
□ Private 
I I Both

Public Acquisition;
I I In Process 
I I Being Considered

STATUS

0 Occupied 
□ Unoccupied 
Q Preservation work 

in progress

ACCESSIBLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Yes;

□ Restricted 
Unrestricted

□ No

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

I I Agricultural 
I I Commercial 
53 Educational 
I I Entertainment

I 1 Government 
Q Industrial 
□ Militory 
I I Museum

□ Pork
□ Private Residence 
I I Religious
I I Scientific

r~l Tronsportotion 
□ Other (Specify)

n Comments

[4. OWNER OF PROPERTY ::

„OCATfON OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Public Building ___

OWNER’S N AME:

University of Delaware
STREET AND NUMBER;

CITY OR TOWN:

Newark Dplawarp

STREET AND NUMBER:

Rodney Sguare
CITY OR TOWN:

Wilmington

4. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

STATE

Delaware

TITLE OF SURVEY:

DATE OF SURVEY: □ Federal Q Stota □ Coority 0 Local

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

street AND NUMBER;

CITY OR TOWN: STATE:

§

z 
0 

t­

u 
=> 
~ 

V, 

z 

w 
w 

Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR STATE: 

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Dela.ware 
COUNTY : 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES New Castle 
INVENTORY - MOMIMATION FORM FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER OATE 

(Type all entries - complete applicable sections) 
IIIN 4 1qn 

.. :::::::::::::;•:•:•:•::::::::::::::::::::•:•:•:o:• , :,,: :t II : l}t:t I lll :r•= ·rt··t?EE?>= ny:,. = ·>··· "•·•• ·•·•···•·········· •·•·•·• 
COMMON: 

Old Colleqe Historic District - " 
~ 

ANDI OR HISTORIC: 

~~~ Delaware Colleqe 
.. .. .., ....... ::;;::::;:;:::::•:;::';::',:•·:',::',•;•;:;c;.,,,::······· 'tt#tlMftJE 

..... ,., ....... ,., .... ,.,.,.,., ..... 
r>c<;:\'•'•''' ,.. . ., :,::::::::•:••::::::;: .. ·•·•· ,:,.::: :•:•::::•:::::::•:::::::::::::::,:•:::::::::,:;,:,:,:•·::::::::::::::.:,::-::::::::::::;:::;:::•:;,::::;:•:::•:::•:;::.;:::::::•:•·•:::; 

STREET AND NUMBER : 
~ 1;::..•, - JAN 12 1973 Northeast Corner of Main and Collene Stree 1 .;;- -, 

CITY OR TOWN : - N T •. r--' 

~ 
. P:/ Newark RI='~! I=' 

STATE CODE COUNTY: 

~ -r\-(\~ 
CODE 

Delaware 1 () ()()~ Ne~ ,.., 
.~. _ ,.::::.:.:::;, ••••.• :: J·····'••:• •.•.•···· .... -::::::::::::::•::::::::•:•:• :::::•:::::::;:::;.;:::;:::::::::•:•:::;::::::::::,:::::,:::;::;:::::: :•::::;;:•:•:;:::::::::•:::::~:•:::,:, ::::;:/~l:.,::,::=:::: •• 

t:·• .. , •.•. ·•·•····· ::::::::/::::::::::::::::,:::::•: 

CATEGORY 
OWNERSHIP STATUS 

ACCESSIBLE 

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

@ District D Bui I ding ~ Pub li c Publ i c Acquisition: gg Occupied Yes: 

D Site D Structure D Private D In Process □ Unoccupied D Restricted 

D Ob ject D Both D Being Considered 0 Preservation work 
Q9 Unrestricted 

in progress D No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

D Agricultural D Government D Pork D Transportation 0 Comments 

D Commerc i al D Industr ial D Private Residence 0 Other (Specify) 

6a Educat ional D Military D Religious 

D Entertainment D Museum D Scientific 

rirn oWNER o.l :PRQPERTY> \.)( :./..., · ...... ,,.-,,, . ..- .. :::: ... ::,:'••: :.::.'\}: •. •• :,::::•:•:•::•:,:,:,: 
,._._:,,:;::::;:::i•'.·'.•:::,'.:::::::::: ::::::::;:;:;:;-:-:,:.:::::::::1:: -:-;,;, ,;-;,;,;- ..... :•:•:•.·.·.·.· ........... ,., ... 

••••••• 
OWNER'S NAME : 

Universitv of Delaware 
STREET ANO NUMBER : 

CITY OR TOWN : STATE : COD£ . 
Newark nc>l :>ID:>T"c> 1 () 

r,} ~fd.¢WtiPN rlF b~&Aill oesc#:1PT10.t4 .,,. ••• •• .• • . , •·'· ···•:•\··•t· •• ,t:::••::::<:t:'f 
••••••••••••••••••••••• 

:•:•••·•·•·•·••·•·•·•·• :•:::::::::::::,;:::::::::, 
.. ·••:•:: :.:(t\t:t:: ....... 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS . ETC : 

Public Buildino 
STREET AND NUMBER : 

Rodney Square 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE 

Wilmington Delaware 10 

Ill "iJPNr,~ ·tvi.,:.T,1 .. .-;,, .SUR:v- c,:.; .......... \.::<,:::t:\:::::':=:'.:/. •. . ·.,. ·•··••·•• .... ,., ..... •:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:•:·•·•·•·•· Bl : ❖.-~:'.:'.:,:::_:::-:_:::. '' ~.-- ' ~~: " : • ..,.:::::;::::--:-;,. .·.•••i, ............ ,. ..................... ···•·•·•· 

TITLE OF SURVEY: 
I 

Federal D D D Local C: DATE OF SURVEY: D State County :;.: 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

ti> 

STR .EET AND NUMBER : 

l ! 
CITY OR TOWN : STATE : CODE -

"' -I 
► 
-I 
Ill 

n 
0 
C 
z 
-I 
-< 

l'I 
z 
-I 
ll ,, 
-< 0 
z ~ 
C z 
i: 'lJ 
a, "' l'I C ll "' m 

0 z 
>-- r 

-< 
0 
► 
-'i 
111 · 



CONDITION

(Check One)
H Excellent □ Good □Fair □ Deteriorated □ Ruins □ Unexposed

(Check One)
69 Altered Q Unaltered

(Check One)

I I Moved ^ Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This small group of buildings, standing on the north side of 
Main Street in Newark, formed the nucleus, and until the present 
century, the entire campus of Delaware College. As the college grew 
to university status, the campus expanded to the opposite side of 
Main Street, where the principal activities of the University of 
Delaware now are centered. Old College and its subsidiary buildings 
continue, however, to be an integral part of the University of Dela­
ware. Refer to the sketch map herewith for location and orientation 
of the various structures, described below in chronological order of 
their role in the history of the institution.

Old College

is perhaps the mMt impressive structure in the
r ^

Old College
original Delaware College complex.'' Its central portion, the oldest 
part, is graced by a full flight of stairs surmounted by a^Greek- 
Revivaljportico with fluted columns, an entablature with triglyphs, 
and a blank pediment. A single central doorway permits entry into 
the two-story main hall. Detailing in the hall included a paneled 
wall, splayed window casings, and paneled wainscot^ The trim is 
dog-eeired and split pediments surmount the doorways. To the rear of 
the hall is situated a suite of music-department practice rooms, with 
in the main block of the original structure. To either side of the 
original building are wings that terminate in three-bay pedimented 
gables. Porches on these extensions duplicate the design of the 
main portico on a smaller scale. Pilasters originally separated the 
bays of the main structure, but they were removed when the extensions 
were-added ^ these pilasters biriginally ran from the belt course which 
separates the basement from the main story to the eave line. The 
belt course survives, and has been continued in the extension. The 
extensions were added in 1901 and 1902 under the direction of archite 

IR. A. WhittinghamV Brickwork on the original structure and in the 
wings is laid in five-course common bond throughout. In 1917, Old 
College was virtually rebuilt, to assume its present appearance.

Recitation Annex

Recitation Annex is, as the name implies, a subsidiary building 
overshadowed by its similar neighbor. Recitation Hall. It is built 
of brick, laid in seven-course common bond. First-floor windows are 
surmounted by segmental arches. The roof is hipped, with jerkin­
headed dormers; there are two dormers on the north and south walj 
aind three on the front and rear walls. The interior is arrang^J-^Ll 
around a center hall on both floors. In both detail and i
Recitation Annex compliments its larger neighbor, Recitatia|&^a^g(5£jYj^ | 
which is similar in detail and in feeling. It has served^^t various 
times to house'the physics , physical education, and JM?Ticultui^de|iflfft;4&ti i73 
of the University of Delaware, NATIONi^L

registe:r

«/»
m
m

z
ut

. H 
70 
C

n
H

O

z
itt/,

CONDITION 
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0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANO ORIGINAL (ii known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins O Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Orig inal Site 

This small group 0£ buildings, standing on the north side 0£ 
Main Street in Newark, formed the nucleus, and until the present 
century, the entire campus 0£ Delaware College. As the college grew 
to university status, the campus expanded to the opposite side 0£ 
Main Street, where the p~incipal activities 0£ the University 0£ 
.Delaware now are centered. Old College and its subsidiary buildings 
continue, however, to be an integral part 0£ the University 0£ Dela­
ware. Refer to the sketch map herewith £or location and orientation 
0£ the various structures, described below in chronological order 0£ 
their role in the history 0£ the institution. 

-Old College 

Old College is perhaps the m~t· impre·ssive structure in the 
original Delaware College complex. Its central portion, the oldest 
part, is graced by a £ull £light 0£ stairs surmounted by a\Greek­
Revivallportico with £luted columns, an entablature with triglyphs, 
and a blank pediment. A single central doorway permits entry into 
the two-story main hall. Detailing in the hall included a paneled 
wall, splayed window casings, and paneled wainscot ~ The trim is 
dog-eared and split pediments surmount the doorways. To the rear 0£ 
the hall is situated a suite 0£ music-department practice rooms, with 
in the main block 0£ the original structure. To either side 0£ the 
original building are wings that terminate in three-bay pedimented 
gables. Porches on these extensions duplicate the design 0£ the 
main portico on. ,a . smaller sca1.e-. Pilasters o-rigi:rialfy separated the 
bays 0£ the main structure, but they were removed when the extensions 
were • added, .. these pi·lasters ··br-iginaH.y ran £rom the belt~ c 'ourse' which 
separates the basement £rom the main story to the eave line. The 
belt course survives, and has been continued in the extension. The 
extensions were added in 1901 and 1902 under the direction 0£ archite 

IR. A. Whittingham\ Brickwork on the original ·' structure and in the 
wings is laid in five-course common bond throughout. In 1917, Old 
College was virtually rebuilt, to assume its present appearance. 

Recitation Annex 

Recitation Annex is, as the name implies, a subsidiary building 
overshadowed by its· similar neighbor, Recitation Hall. It is built 
0£ brick, laid in seven-course common bond. First-£loor windows are 
surmounted by segmental arches. The roo£ is hipped, with jerkin­
headed dormers; there are two dormers on the north and south wa~l-~-.,._ 
and three on the £r6nt and rear walls. The interior is arra 
around a center hall on both floors. In both detail ands 
Recitation Annex compliments its larger neighbor, Recitat· 
which is similar in•detai lJ- and in feeling. It has serve 
times , ·t o howre ' tb>e ·-phys'j,C$1, ~hysical education , and agr i cul tu 
of th.e Uniye·rsity of Delaware, 
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7. DESCRIPTION (continued, page 3)---

level and on the west gable end, 
side of the main section.

Two dormers break the roof on each

Elliott Hall

Elliott Hall, a two-and-a-half-story brick structure with a four- 
bay south frontage, stands on Main Street at the east end of the Dela­
ware College district. The south facade is laiid in Flemish bond, with 
a belt course below the second-floor windows and a quarter-round water- 
table below the door sill level. The entrance, sheltered by a portico, 
is situated in the west center bay. A two-bay stuccoed wing extends 
the building to the east. A brick rear wing has been added and enlargec 
to create a curious splayed endwall at the northwest corner of the houss 
A small dependency, laid in common bond, has been incorporated into the 
northeast corner of the main structure. Most of the rear and side walls 
are stuccoed, but common-bond brickwork can be detected throughout. The 
main body of the house is two rooms deep with a central hallway; the 
west rooms are one bay wide, while the east rooms are two bays wide. 
Corner fireplaces occur in all four rooms. Detailing in the main first 
floor rooms includes bull's-eye corner blocks and splayed window casings 
while the hall and second-floor rooms are much simpler. Disposal of 
the second floor is patterned after the first, but a room occupies the 
front portion of the hallway. Alterations include the addition of a 
vestibule and closet in the southwest room and a hallway through the 
northeast room, in the first floor.
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level and on the west gable end. Two dormers break the roof on each 
side of the main section. 

Elliott Hall 

Elliott Hall, a two-and-a-half-story brick structure with a four­
bay south frontage, stands on Main Street at the east end of the Dela­
ware College district. The south facade is laid in Flemish bond, with 
a belt course below the second-floor windows and a quarter-round water­
table below the door sill level. The entrance, sheltered by a portico, 
is situated in the west center bay. A two-bay stuccoed wing extends 
the building to the east. A brick rear wing has been added and enlarge 
to create a curious splayed endwall at the northwest corner of the hous. 
A small dependency, laid in common bond, has been incorporated into the 
northeast corner of the main structure. Most of the rear and side wall 
are stuccoed, but common-bond brickwork can be detected throughout. Th 
main body of the house is two rooms deep with a central hallway; the 
west rooms are one bay wide, while the east rooms are two bays wide. 
Corner fireplaces occur in all four rooms. Detailing in the main first 
floor rooms includes bull's-eye corner blocks and splayed window casing, 
while the hall and second-floor rooms are much simpler. Disposal of 
the second floor is patterned after the first, but a room occupies the 
front portion of the hallway. Alterations include the addition of a 
vestibule and closet in the southwest room and a hallway through the 
northeast room, in the first floor. 
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7. DESCRIPTION (continued)-----

Recitation
\

Recitation Hall is a large brick bui 
which rests on cut gray stone footings. If<^/, 
belt course, brick segmental-arched window ope 
cornice.

on bond,
hed with a stone 

ngg^, and a deep moulded 
The mansard roof is pierced by hip-roofed dormers. The front

or west, is dominated by a newer brick extension that terminates in a 
Georgian-revival portico, surmounted by a Palladian window, and fronted 
by Roman Doric columns .Nr To either side of this JSeorgianj-revival addition 
extend three bays of the original structure, which have been somewhat 
modified. The rear, or east, facade is eight bays wide; each window, 
except in the end bays, is doubled. A fire escape obscures the center 
bays of the east facade. The extension contains an entry and a stair­
way, which provides the major vertical circulation. On each floor a 
center hallway leads back from the stair entry to a cross hallway, into 
which open the classrooms, offices, and studios of the University art 
department.

Mechanical Hall

Standing behind Old College and Recitation Annex is Mechanical 
Hall,^a two-story brick structure with low-pitched gableS^ The buildinc 
is faced throughout with Flemish bond, and features scroll-cut exposed 
rafters at the eaves. The present structure is a fourteen-bay rectangli 
with an extended stair tower and a single-story rear wing of seven 
bays and two gables. The detailing on Mechanical Hall is simple, with 
exposed structural members in several parts of the building.

Alumni Hall

Alumni Hall is a two-and-a-half-story brick structure, three bays 
wide and two rooms deep. A side hall to the east provides the major 
communication, and an open stairway is located to the rear. Leading 
to the south, or front, from the hallway is an elaborate doorway sur­
mounted by a fanlight and flanked by sidelights. Interior detailing 
includes bulls-eye corner blocks and splayed, paneled window casings 
on the first floor. The disposal of the second floor is typical of 
Delaware side-hall houses; the two major rooms are stacked above their 
counterparts below, and a third room occupies the front portion of the 
second-floor hall. Detailing is simpler on the second floor, and the 
window casings are not splayed. Two lower wings are joined to the main 
body of the house. A cross-aixis rear wing contains the former kitchen 
and rooms above. A wing to the east containing a three-bay, story-and- 
a-half room, continues the main axis of the house. Both wings, as well 
as the rear of the main house, are stuccoed. The south facade is laid 
in Flemish bond; five-course common bond occurs below the first floor
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la'ii Recitation Hall is a large brick bui~<l~~g 
which rests on cut gray stone footings. I '/1 '-i••t-~ ... ..., .... 

ommon bond, 
hed with a stone 

belt course, brick segmental-arched window ope , and a deep moulded 
cornice. The mansard roof is pierced by hip-roofed dormers. The front 
or west, is dominated by a newer brick extension that terminates in a 
Georgian-revival portico, surmounted by a Palladian window, and fronted 
by Roman Doric columns ~ To either side of this)3eorgian~revival additi n 
extend three bays of the original structure, which have been somewhat 
modified. The rear, 0~ east, facade is eight bays wide; each window, 
except in the end bays, is doubled. A fire escape obscures the center 
bays of the east facade. The extension contains an entry and a stair­
way, which provides the major vertical circulation. On each floor a 
center hallway leads back from the stair entry to a cross hallway, into 
which open the classrooms, offices, and studios of the University art 
department. 

Mechanical Hall 

Standing behind Old College and Recitation Annex is Mechanical 
Hall,, a two-story brick structure with low-pitched gable ~ The buildin 
is faced throughout with Flemish bond, and features scroll-cut exposed 
rafters at the eaves. The present structure is a fourteen-bay rectangl 
with an extended stair tower and a single-story rear wing of seven 
bays and two gables. The detailing on Mechanical Hall is simple, with 
exposed structural members in several parts of the building. 

Alumni Hall 

Alumni Hall is a two-and-a-half-story brick structure, three bays 
wide and two rooms deep. A side hall to the east provides the major 
communication, and an open stairway is located to the rear. Leading 
to the south, or front, from the hallway is an elaborate aoorway sur­
mounted by a fanlight and flanked by sidelights. Interior detailing 
includes bulls-eye corner blocks and splayed, paneled ·window casings 
on the first floor. The disposal of the second floor is typical of 
Delaware side-hall houses; the two major rooms are stacked above their 
counterparts below, and a third room occupies the front portion of the 
second-floor hall. Detailing is simpler on the second floor, and the 
window casings are not splayed. Two lower wings are joined to the main 
body of the house. A cross-axis rear wing contains the former kitchen 
and rooms above. A wing to the east containing a three-bay, story-and­
a-half room, continues the main axis of the house. Both wings, as well 
as the rear of the main house, are stuccoed. The south facade is laid 
in Flemish bond; five-course common bond occurs below the first floor 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
□ Pre-Columbian | □ 16th Century

r~1 15th Century CH l^ll* Century
□
s

18th Century 
19th Century

I I 20th Century
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChock One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginol 
f~) Piehistorie 
(~l Historic 

n Agriculture 
Architecture 
Art

Commerce 
Communications 
Conservation

lEI
□
□
□
□

lifl Education 
, □, Engineering 

f~1 Industry

,D Inyentioo____ ,

I I Landscape
Architecture

□ Literature

□ Military

□ Music

□ Political 
>□ Re4igion/Phi- 

losophy 
.{T]. Science- '
I I Sculpture 
I I Social/Human­

itarian 
I I Theater 
I 1 Transportation

□ Urban Planning

□ Other (Specify)

/A

/OA'a. Isil

utionThe University of Delaware is today the princ ____
of higher learning in the State. Although it has held this position
for a half-century or more, the institution’s earlier history was 
marked by a series of crises that sometimes threatened its very 
existence.

Old College, and the subsidiary structures that surround it, 
stand as reminders of the struggles and sacrifices that produced 
the present insitution. Although the old Delaware College buildings 
still are an integral part of the University complex, the center of 
activity has moved to the new caimpus buildings farther to the south.

Old College

Old College has dominated, the hill above, Main Street since 1833 
but Delaware College had its beginnings nearly a century earlier. 
Francis Alison, pastor of the New, London Church in Chester County, 
Pennsylvania, began the school in a small way in his home.

The Presbyterian Synod of Philadelphia had planned to open a 
seminary in 1739, but the war with Spain interfered with fund-raising 
efforts. As an alternative, the Synod adopted Alison's school as it 
own in 1743. Nine years later, Alison left to become professor of 
moral philosophy at Philadelphia Academy. After a brief stay in 
Maryland, the school was transferred to Newark in 1764. Thomas and 
Richard Penn, the proprietors, granted the academy a charter two 
years later. Contributions solicited from the Penns and from others 
in England, including Lord North and Samuel Johnson, enabled the 
trustees to start an endowment fund.

The Revolution and subsequent unsettled conditions forced the 
school to close from 1777 to 1780 and again from 1796 to 1799.
Shortly after the school was revived, the trustees began to plan 
for its expansion into a college. In 1818, they were authorized to 
raise money through a lottery and in 1821 through a ta;x on stage lint
and steamboats, \ln 1833, New Ark College was chartered, and 
construction of the present Old College was begun.f The academy
trustees, searching for an architect, settled on a design by Charles 
Bulfinch of Boston, the Architect of the Capitol. The truste*es^
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The University of Delaware is today =-...c.::.:::;;-~ ution 
of higher learning in the State. Although it has held this position 
for a half-century or ~o~e, thet institution's earlier history was 
marked by a series of crises that sometimes threatened its very 
existence. 

Old College, and the subsidiary structures that surround it, 
stand as reminders of the struggles and sacrifices that produced 
the present insitution. Although the old Delaware College build~ngs 
still are an integral part of the University complex, the center of 
activity has moved to the new campus buildings farther to the south. 

Old College 
,1 I (;,,,.;;/ 

Old Col•lege. ,has domina:t·ed" th,e;.,h;i.11 qp;ove Main_, Str,ee.t s;ince 1833, 
but Delaware College had its beginnings nearly a century earlier. 
Francis Alison, pastor 0£ the. Ne,w) .,Lopdon Chur,ch .in , Chester Coun:ty, 
Pennsylvania, began the school in a small way in his home. 

The Presbyterian Synod of Philadelphia had planned to open a 
seminary in 1739, but the war with Spain interfered with funq~~aisin 
efforts. As an alternative, the Synod adopted Alison's school as it 
own in 1743. Nine years later, Alison left to become professor of 
moral philosophy at Philadelphia Academy, After a brief stay in 
Maryland, the school was transferred to Newark in 1764. Thomas and 
Richard Penn, the proprietors, granted the academy a charter two 
years later. Contributions solicited from the Penns and from others 
in England, including Lord North and Samuel Johnson, enabled the 
trustees to start an endowment fund. 

The Revolution and subsequent unsettled conditions forced the 
school to close from 1777 to 1780 and again from 1796 to 1799. 
Shortly after the school was revived, the trustees began to plan 
for its expansion into a college. In 1818, they were authorized to 
raise money through a lottery and in ,,182.:1.t through. ,a t .ax on stage lin s 
and steamboats. \ In 1833, New Ark College was char~ered, and 
construction of the present Old College . was . begun· .. f . The :,academy 
trustees, searching for an architect, settled on a design by Charles 111) 
Bulfinch of Bos.ton, the Architect of the Capitol. The trustees ~~ 
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Alumni Hall

Two houses to the east of the college complex have long been 
associated with the institution's development, even before they became 
a part of its campus., Alumni Hall was built in 1809 by Dr. Palmer 
Chamberlain, who lived there until his death in 1867. His widow contimc 
to live there, and to endure the pranks of the Delaware College students 
next door. Joseph Cleaver, a student in 1854, noted in his diary that 
Mrs. Chamberlain's shoat fell into the college well. "Her experience 
being what it has been, she smells the handiwork of College boys and 
wants us all flogged on the principle that if everyone is punished you 
will not missed the guilty one." In spite of his sometimes strained 
relations with the students. Palmer Chamberlain was closely associated 
with the college; he served as a trustee for many years. His daughter, 
Hannah, operated a school in the college building during the time it 
was closed, from 1859 to 1870. Later, in 1873, she became the principal 
of Newark Academy, which had resumed its existence as a separate institijition. 
John Watson Evans, who bought the Chamberlain house in 1870, was also 
a trustee of Delaware College. After the house became the property of 
Delaware College in 1909, it served as the library. Under the name of 
Purnell Hall, it housed faculty offices until it recently was 
renovated for use by the alumni association

Elliott Hall

Elliott Hall, one of the oldest buildings in Newark, and the oldes' 
dated one, was built during the American Revolution by Alexander McBeatl 
On September 3, 1777, the British and American forces clashed at Cooch': 
Bridge; five days later, the British marched through Newark, where 
workmen were putting the roof on McBeath's house. Three years earlier, 
in 1774, the land on which the house was built had been given by Morgan 
Edwards to the Newark Academy. Edwards, the historian of the Baptist 
denomination in the middle states, is said to have been the only Baptis 
minister in the colonies who remained loyal to the Crown. The eastern 
third of the house is a nineteenth-century addition, constructued of a 
peculiar brick produced in the Evans brick yard at Newark. The same 
material was used in St. Thomas l^iscopal Church, built in 1843, and 
in Oaklands, the Wilson house, at the same time. The Elliott Hall 
addition is thought to date from the same period. During the nineteenth 
century, ownership of the property passed through several hands. James 
S. Martin, who built the Deer Park Hotel nearby, was one of the owners. 
Benjamin S. Caulk bought the house, and left it to his daughter and 
her husband, John L. Elliott, whose name it now bears.

In 1915, the college acquired Elliott Hall and the large tract 
across the street, vdiere a new campus for the University of Delaware 
was begun.
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Alumni Hall 

Two houses to the east of the college complex have long been 
associated with the institution's development, even before they became 
a part of its campus . . Alumni Hall was built in 1809 by Dr. Palmer 
Chamberlain, who lived there until his death in 1867. His widow contin ed 
to live there, and to endure the pranks of the Delaware College student 
next door. Joseph Cleaver, a student in 1854, noted in his diary that 
Mrs. Chamberlain's shoat fell into the college well. ''Her experience 
being what it has been, she smells the handiwork of College boys and 
wants us all flogged on the principle that i:f everyone is punished you 
will not missed the guilty one." In spite of his sometimes strained 
relations with the students, Palmer Chamberlain was closely associated 
with the college; he served as a trustee for many years. His daughter, 
Hannah, operated a school in the college building during the time it 
was closed, from 1859 to 1870. Later, in 1873, she became the principa 
of Newark Academy, which had resumed its existence as a separate instit tion. 
John Watson Evans, who bought the Chamberlain house in 1870, was also 
a trus·tee of Delaware College. After the house became the property of 
Delaware College in 1909, it served as the library. Under the name of 
Purnell Hall, it housed :faculty offices until it recently was 
renovated for use by the alumni association 

Elliott Hall 

Elliott Hall, one of the oldest buildings in Newark, and the oldes 
dated one, was built during the American Revolution by Alexander McBeat. 
On September 3, 1777, the British and American forces clashed at Cooch' 
Bridge; :five days later, the British marched through Newark, where 
workmen were putting the roof on McBeath's house. Three years earlier, 
in 1774, the land on which the house was built had been given by Morgan 
Edwards to the Newark Academy. Edwards, the historian of the Baptist 
denomination in the middle states, is said to have been the only Baptis 
minister in the colonies who remained loyal to the Crown. The eastern 
third of the house is a nineteenth•century addition, constructued of a 
peculiar brick produced in the Evans brick yard at Newark. The same 
material was used in St. Thomas Episcopal Church, built in 1843, and 
in Oaklands, the Wilson house, at the same time. The Elliott Hall 
addition is thought to date from the same period. During the nineteent 
century, ownership of the property passed through several hands. James 
s. Martin, who built the Deer Park Hotel nearby, was one of the owners. 
Benjamin s. Caulk bought the house, and left it to his daughter and 
her husband, John L. Elliott, whose name it now bears. 

In 1915, the college acquired Elliott Hall and the large tract 
across the street, where a new campus for the University of Delaware 
was begun. 
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minutes for April 1826 record a payment of three state lottery tickets 
(worth about $20) to Bulfinch. Since this honorarium did not meet 
Bulfinch's considerably higher fees, his plan was never implemented.
In 1831, the trustees — ^— y p^y-j- of Boston to supervise the
construction of a college building. Lewis was a lighthouse builder and 
an inventor, but he was not an architect; nonetheless, his plan for the 
college resulted in the ^irst Greek Revival structure in Delaware/ Old 
College was repaired and altered in 1901, when wings were added at each 
side under the direction of R.A. Whittingham.

Recitation Annex

After a period of mismanagement,
Delaware College began to expand under the leadership of Alfred Newton 
Raub, its president between 1888 and 1896. The academy had become a 
separate institution, and Federal assistance allowed the college to 
expand its curriculum into new fields. Recitation Annex, built in 
1888 as an agricultural experiment station, was the first physical 
expression of this new expansion.

Recitation Hall

When the General Assembly awarded Delaware’s share of the Land 
Grant Act allocatioh to Delaware College in 1867, the institution became 
the official recipient of Federal educational assistance in the State. 
The New Morrill Act of 1891 further increased its resources,, and enablec 
Dr. Raub to initiate new programs of technical education. Increased 
faculty salaries, tuition-free education for Delawareans, and improved 
equipment, were the key to Dr. Raub’s expansion prograun. A State 
appropriation of $25,000 permitted the construction of Recitation Hall 
in 1891. As built. Recitation Hall reflected the design created by 
Frank Furness, one of the leading architects of his day, who may have 
built the smaller Recitation Annex in 1888. In spite of its present 
Greek Revival portico. Recitation Hall remains essentially the same 
building that the fiwi of Furness -and Evans designed.

Mechanical Hall

Construction of Mechanical Hall began in 1904, and was completed 
seven years later. It was built to serve the young Department of 
Engineering, one of the new curricula that Dr. Raub had fostered. Soon 
after his arrival in the presidency. Dr. Raub began to build courses of 
study that would more adequately serve the needs of Delaware students. 
In 1889, the trustees declared that "the time has come to make some 
provision for the benefit of the Mechanic Arts," With Federal funds 
from the New Morrill Act, the college hired a full-time civil engineerir 
professor

(continued, page 2)--
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minutes £or April 1826 record a payment of three state lottery tickets 
(worth about $20) to Bulfinch. Since this honorarium did not meet 
Bulfinch's considerably higher fees, his plan was never implemented. 
In 1831, the trustees retained Wiaea.en lewis of Boston to supervise the 
construction of a college building. Lewis was a lighthouse builder and 
an inventor, but he was not an architect; nonetheless, his plan f/ the 
college resulted in the !first Greek Revival structure in Delaware Old 
College was repaired and altered in 1901, when wings were added at each 
side under the direction of R.A. Whittingham. 

Recitation Annex 

After a period of mismanagement, 
Delaware College began to expand under the leadership of Alfred Newton 
Raub, its president between 1888 and 1896. The academy had become a 
separate institution, and Federal assistance allowed the college to 
expand its curriculum into new fields. Recitation Annex, built in 
1888 as an agricultural experiment station, was the first physical 
expression of this new expansion. 

Recitation Hall 

When the General Assembly awarded Delaware's share of the Land 
Grant Act allocatioh to Delaware College in 1867 , the institution became 
the official recipient of Federal educational assistance in the State. 
The New Morrill Act of 1891 further increased its resources~ and enable 
Dr. Raub to initiate new programs of technical education. Increased 
faculty salaries, tuition-free education for Delawareans, and improved 
equipment, were the key t o Dr. Raub's expansion program. A State 
appropriation of $25,000 permitted the construction of Reci~ation Hall 
in 1891. As built, Recitation Hall reflected the design created by 
Frank Furness, one of the leading architects of his day, who may have 
built the smaller Recitation Annex in 1888. In spite of its present 
Greek Revival portico; Recitation Hall remains essentially the same 
building that the fin of Furne-ss •and Evans designed. 

Mechanical Hall 

Construction of Mechanical Hall began in 1904, and was completed 
seven years later. It was built to serve the young Department of 
Engineering, one of the new curricula that Dr. Raub had fostered. Soon 
after his arrival in the presidency, Dr. Raub began to build courses of 
study that would more adequately serve the needs of Delaware students. 
In 1889, the trustees declared that "the time has come to make some 
provision for the benefit of the Mechanic Arts." With Federal funds 
from the New Morrill Act, the college hired a full-time civil engineeri g 
professor. 
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Recitation Hall, view of portico from the northwest. 
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Historic Hall of Records Dover Delaware 

DESC-RIBE VIEW, DIRECTION, ETC. 

View of Recitation Annex from the west. 
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Front view of Elliott Hall from the south. 
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Northeast corner of Main and College Streets 
CIT Y OR TOWN : 

Newark 
STATE : COUNT Y : 

Delaware 

PHOTO CREDIT : University of Delaware Archive~ 
DATE OF PHOTO: C .1900 

EGATIVE FILED AT: 

DESC-RIBE VIEW , DIRECTION , ETC -

Old College and Recitation Hall. 

DATE 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

Old College Historic District /\\'.
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o ___________________ _“ |and/or HISTORIC: Delawaxe College
l_ [a. LOCATION
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STATE

Delaware
COUNTY

New Castle
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER. mm----------------------iHN—4----«J ^ DATE

........... aSTREET ANDNUMBER:

Northeast Corner of Main and C4)
CITY OR TOWN:

Newark
-V
^ ^£G/Sr£t

STATE:

Delaware
3. MAP ftEFERENCe

Safe stle 003
MmmWiM.

uses Map, Newark West, Md.-Del.-Pa., 7.5 minute series
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1;24000
1953

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS

1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

oric D. 
llege 

STREET AND NUMBER : 

Northeast Corner of Main and C 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Newark 
S TA TE : 

Delaware 
I W MAP R'l;'.f:f$j'{Sflt~•·• I 

SOURCE : 

USGS 
SCALE: 

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS 

1. Property broundaries where required. 

2. North arrow. 

3. Latitude and longitude reference. 
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FOR NPS USE ONLY 

DATE 

CODE 



3^1'07"

39°40'59”
2 2 Delaware College

II
1-5
«92

MJ 1

itPsf/fri
Trailer

1973
CPA.)

v-x >^EG!SfER /<3j

ollgate

^3'^!0NAL

aChapel

4387000m.N,

39°37'30"
400000 FEET (DEL). 2 560 000 FEET (PA.)

1.3 Ml. TO U.S. 40 \ • INTERIOfl—GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. WASHINGTON. O. C.- 1«
75°45'

1 MILE

Heavy-duty

Medium-duty

ROAD CLASSIFICATION ui
1964 O

-------------- Light-duty ^

Unimproved diftj=

Q State Route

Cl
o

=<sn= =
o05

MARYLAND

QUADRANGLE LOCATION

NEWARK WEST, MD.—DEL.—PA.
NE/4 ELKTON 15' QUADRANGLE 

N3937.5—W7545/7.5

J

J

Revisions shown in purple compiled from aerial photographs 
aken 1970. This information not field checked
IlirnlA finf AvfAnelnA

1953
PHOTOREVISED 1970 

AMS lyiRA III NF—RF.RIES V832

MILE 

QUADRANGLE. LOCATION 

evIsIons shown ,n purple compiled fro m aerial photographs 
1ken 1970. This 1nformat1on not field checked 

Heavy-duty 

Medium-duty 

ROAD CLASSIFI CATION ~ 
19e , 0 -:J 

Light-duty ~ c.n 

Unimproved dii===== ~ = - -- 0 Q State Route ~ 

NEWARK WEST, MD.- DEL.- PA. 
NE/4 ELKTON 15' QUADRANGLE 

N3937.5-W7545/7.5 

1953 
PHOTO REVISED 1970 

390 1'07" 

39° 40'59" 
Dela ware College 

K 

1 



UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

Mapped, edited, and published by the Geologica l Survey 

Control by USGS and USC&GS 

Culture and drainage in part compiled from aerial photographs 
taken 1952. Topography by plane-table surveys 1939 and 1940 
Revised 1953 

Polyconic projection. 1927 North American datum 
10,000-foot grids based on lv1aryland and Delaware coordinate 
systems, and Pennsylvania coordinate system, south zone 

Red tint indicates area in which only 
landmark buildings are shown 

1000-meter Universal Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 
zone 18. shown in blue 

ELKTON 1.4 Ml. 

* "" 
\ 

GN 

.. I 
160 MILS11~ 0'32' 

\ I 9 MILS 

11 

UTM GRID AND 1970 MAGNETIC NORTH 
DECLINATION AT CENTER OF SHEET 

LKTON I.S Ml. 

1oooa::a=:i:a:o ===1000E===="2oooa=::=:::::::3000E===='•iii.ooo::::::=::::5000:E===='6000si:::==1::iooo FEET 

.5 0 1 KILOMETER 
ES!:::E:=3::====:i;======= 

CONTOUR INTERVAL 20 FEET 
DATUM IS MEAN SEA LEVEL 

THIS MAP COMPLIES WITH NATIONA L MAP ACCURACY STANDARDS 
FOR SALE BY U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY, WASHINGTON , D. C. 20242 

A FOLDER DESCRIBING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS AND SYMBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

NEW ARK WEST QUADRANGLE 
MARYLAND-DELA WARE-PENNSYLVANIA 

7.5 MINUTE SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 
NEJ• ELKTON 15' QU DRANGLE 

I 150 000 75045• 
FEET (MD.) 

39045
, 

0 000 FEET 

A.) 

400000 FEET (DEL. ; 560000 FEET (PA.); 43!j000ml, 
/,J Ml. TO U.S. 40' • l NTERIOl't- CCOLOClCAL SUl'IVEV, WAIHINOTON, 0. C .• Hl7Z 

~ 
QUADRANGLE LOCATION 

Rev1s1ons hown n purple comp11ed from aerial photographs 
taken 1CJ70 H• s information not field checked 
Purr le ·11r nd cates extens,on at urban areas 

Heavy-duty 

Medium-duty 

ROAO CLASSIFICATION 

Light-duty 

Un,mproved dirt ---------

Q State Route 

NEWARK WEST, MD.-DEL.- PA. 
NE/4 ELKTON 15' QUADRANGLE 

N3937.5-W7545/7.5 

1953 
PHOTOREVISED 1970 

AMS 5863 111 NE-SERIES V832 



STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
Hall of Records 

Dover, Delaware 19901
DR. E. BERKELEY TOMPKINS 

DIRECTOR

January 9, 1973

Dr. William J. Murtagh
Keeper of the National Register
National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
l8th and C Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C, 2024,0

Dear Bill:

I enclose herewith the nomination form, map, and 
photographs for Delaware College, which was approved by the 
Delaware Review Board.

We were glad to receive notification recently of 
the approval of a number of our nominations, and we would 
be quite pleased if additional ones could be processed ex­
peditiously.

Best wishes for the New Year.

Sincerely,

erkeley iT(E. Berkeley iTon^ikins, Director 
Division of Historical and 

Cultural Affairs 
State Liaison Officer for 

the National Register

EBT/sjp

Enclosures

STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
Hall of Records 

Dover, Delaware 19901 

January 9, 1973 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Bill: 

DR. E. BERKELEY TOMPKINS 
DIRECTOR 

I enclose herewith the nomination form, map, and 
photographs for Delaware College, which was approved by the 
Delaware Review Board. 

We were glad to receive notification recently of 
the approval of a number of our nominations, and we would 
be quite pleased if additional ones could be processed ex­
peditiously. 

EBT/sjp 

Enclosures 

Best wishes for the New Year. 

Sincerely, 

E. Be~ompkins, Director 
Division of Historical and 

Cultural Affairs 
State Liaison Officer for 

the National Register 
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STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
Hall of Records 

Dover, Delaware 19901

May 11, 1973

ymmm

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Historic 

Places
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240
Dear Dr. Murtagh:

By now, you have received Governor Tribbitt's letter 
designating me to serve as Historic Preservation Officer(State 
Liaison Officer)for Delaware. I hope that we can look forward 
to a rewarding relationship.

Enclosed is the nomination form for the Old College Historic 
District, which was returned because Dr. Tompkins failed to sign 
the certification. I have completed the certificate.

Sincerely,

'over A. Biddle 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Historic Preservation Officer 
(Acting Director)

GAB:efh:pfl

Enclosure

ST A TE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF ST ATE 

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
Hall of Records 

Dover, Delaware 19901 

May 11, 1973 

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of His·toric 

Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Dr. Murtagh: 

By now, you have received Governor Tribbitt's letter 
designating me to serve as Historic Preservation Officer(State 
Liaison Officer)for Delaware. I hope that we can look forward 
to a rewarding relationship. 

Enclosed is the nomination form for the Old College Historic 
District, which was returned because Dr. Tompkins fai'led to sign 
the certification. I have completed the certificate. 

GAB:efh:pfl 

Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

over A. Biddle 
Assistant Secretary of State 
Historic Preservation Officer 
(Acting Director) 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

Bi3.Ai/AHE
STATE

Date Entered ^

Name

LobdeXl Estate• r^nquadale iionta

Old College Historic Oletrice

Reed, Jehu, ilouae

VJilllaBS House, VJdodlax:n

Sussex County Court House , 
and Tlie Circle

Also Notified

Hon* J*E. Blden
Eon, Ominitt V, Roth, Jr.
Eon, Pierre S, du iojit, IV

Director, Northeast Region

Location

iJllmlngton 
New Castlo

Kevark 
I'Tew Castle

little heaven 
Kent

Odesea vicinity 
J.'ew Caatle

Georgetown
Busioex

!?r, Grover A, Biddle 
Acting Director 
Diviclon of I'tstorical and 

Cultural Affains 
I>eparts«mC o£ State 
Dover, Dslavare 12901

(PUR MRoKland;jcc 5/13/73
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGI STER 

Dll, :Ai.ill 
STATE 

Dat e Entered JUN 4 1973 

Name 

~olle&P. Historic Diotrice 

Wil.liam.<J llcuse, Woodlawn 

Surmt>x Cou .ey Court ifouoo 1 
• "l.d the Ci rcle 

' Also Not ified 

Hon. J .R. Biden 
'.R • m.lliJ:u.11 v. Rotll . Jr. 
on. Pierre • du font • I 

Director. Northeast Region 

Location 

Uilmi.nr,ton 
il'ew Castlll 

Na a-r-k 
Neu Castle 

tittlo neave.n 
Kent 

O es!-la vicinity 
New Cm:. tle 

Ceorr,l! tOYJn 
Suseex 

t!r. Gnwer A. Biddle 
Actin~ Dir cto-r 
Divi..Giou of isto~ical and 

Cultural Affaini 
Peport~ienc of State 
Dovor, D-0.lawaro 1,901 

6/ 13/7 3 
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