
Reminiscenc e s
Of Ea rly Da y s

In Wilmingt o n 

(By S t a ff Wri
t e r . ) 

, Th e N ew Cas tl e a
nd 

Frenchto w n  R ailro a d
The announce m ent t hat 

the St a t e High w ay D epart m e nt c ontempl a
t

e s
build in g a c o nc r e te roa d  fr om N e w , Ca stl e to Christ i a na, via Ha re 's Co r ­ner , on the lin

e of "the o ld Fre n c h ­
t own pi ke, "  rec alls t he fact that

, a c
­

cor
din g to hist ory, this r oad wa s in a me asure lin ke d with th e first railr

o a d pro jec t in D elaw a r e . 
W hile the railr oad has l ong s in c e

pas sed out, yet th er e ar e  m any p e r ­
s ons liv ing who h ave he ard some i n -• terest ing t ales co ncern i ng i ts build

in g and operat i on, and the impress ion i t m ade u pon the peopl e of its d
a y .

Accord ing t o  Dr. Wa lter A .  Powe ll ' s Hist ory of Dela w
a
re, wh i ch w

a s  r e ­
cen tly issu ed, the fi r st railro a d  b ui l t in Dela w ar e was k nown as the N ew Ca s tle & Fre nchto w n. It extend e d fr om N ew Cas t le , on t he Delaw ar e ri v er , to Fre nchto wn , Md. , 

on the E lk ri v e r , " to con n
e ct w i

th a li ne of r-- ---steambo ats runn i ng be tw
e

en El
k t on f ord to Lewes in 1869 . L ater branch e sa nd Baltimo r e. " T he ra ils w e re o! 

w ere bu ilt from Lew es to Rehob o t hwo od , ab o u t  six inc hes squa re
, l a id a nd f

r o m 
Ge

o r
g e

t

o w n  
t
o F

r ankli n on ir on pla t e s, rest ing on blo cks of Ci ty Va. sto n e. Ho l es w ere driv en in th e se · O t h
e r bran ch roads we re open ed a 

blo cks of st one in whi
ch wood e n p e gs follows : 1 8 6 6 ,  Clayt o n  to Smyrn a 

w ere driv en. Spi ke s  w ere th en 
d

ri
v en 

To wnsend to the Ma rylan d s tate lin ethrou g h t he wood en ra ils i nt
o 

t he whic h co n nected with a r oad to Che s wood en plu gs, a nd ba rs of fl at 
i r on 

t
e

rtown and Ce n te rvi l le; 186 7, Se a -1 we re spik ed to t he ra i ls. T he 
ro a d  f o rd to t he M ary land l

i
ne, wher e con -was com pl et ed in 1 8 3 1.  n ection w as m ade with Camb ridg e ; T he fi rst ca rs , wi

th a cap acity of 10 1869, C layton to Eas t on, whi c h was a f .. ' or 12 passenge r s, w
e

re ea
c

h 
dr

a
w n  terwa rd extended to O xf o r d ; 1 8 7 4 , by o ne hor s e. Glasg ow a nd B e ar w e

re 
N e war k to Delaware C ity . rel a y statio ns f or changi ng hor

s
e s . I n 18 74 the Wilmin gto n & Northe rn T h e distan ce fro m Ne w Cas tl e  to ( n

ow t he local divi si on of t h e Read ­Frenchtow n w as 16
½ mil e s, · "whi c h ing) was o p e n ed ; th e Que en Ann e w as ma de in o ne ho ur a nd 35 m i n- railr oad, e xtendi ng f r om Love Poin t , ' ute s. "  In 18 32 t he m o ti ve pow e r  

wa s o n  th e Ch esa pe ake bay, t o  Le wes, o n chang e
d to stea m, t he f ir st locom o - th e De l a w a re bay , was op ene d in 189 7 . ti ve bei ng nam e d "Delawa

re . "  Wi t h Th e lo cal line of t h e B aJ. t i m or e & t he adve nt of e ngin es it w as  fOUX l d Ohi o  

w
a
s completed in 18 8 6 . necessa ry to cha n ge fro m  wood en t,

!M' _ _ _ ir o n ra ils spike d to wood
e
n sleepe r s . 

Wi th stea m p ow er t he runni n g  tim e betwee n t h
e two place s was reduce d to o ne hou r. It w as sa id of th is loc o -

moti v e th at " it late
l y perform

e
d 

2 7 mil es in two hour s . " 
Thi s ra ilroa d contin u

e d i
n ac tu a l ope ratio n in co njunctio n wi th  a lin e of steamb oa ts to Baltim o re f or : bo u

t 20 ye ar s . It seems to h a ve bee n 
oper ­ate d fo r som e tim e  aft

e r tha t, als o , 
fo r i t i s rec or de d tha t in 18 54 "

a railroa d w as  complete d fro m Ne w 
C ast le t o  Wilmingto n an d ope ra te d in 
conn ectio n wit h th e Ne w C astl e & 
Frenchtow n  railroa d . " 

I n  183 6 a compan y  wa s inc orp or a te d 
t o  buil d a railroa d "fro m a point ne ar 
• • . th e Ne w Castl e & Frenchtow n 
railroa d t o  th e south er n  lin e of the 

. stat e in a directio n towar d Cape 
Charles , wit h fu ll po w

e
r to con s tr u ct latera l branche s t o  Le we s, Seafor d  or 

, place s withi n th e limit s o f  th e stat e 
o f  Delaware .' ' I t wa s no t , ho weve r , 

J 
unt il 185 2' tha t anythin g definit

e w
a

s accomplished . A company wa s the n  
organized, wit h Samue l M. Harrin gto n 
a s  preside nt

; 
William Tharp, trea s ­

urer , an d Thoma s B . Bradford , Ale c 
Johnson , William Cannon, Charle s 
Wright , Henry Ridgel y , William 0.
Redden an d Ben!ah Tharp a s dir ec ­
tors . In 185 3 the compan y wa s r

e ­
organized b y  pl acin g on the di recto ­
r ate represent atives o

f 
the Philade

l
­

phia , Wilmin �ton & Baltimo re Rail ­
road Co. , and o

f 
the N ew Castle and 

Wilmin gton road . 
Work was be gun a

t on c
e on th e 

con struction of the road ; i t wa s com ­
pl eted and opened a

s 
fa r as Middl

e
­

town in Augu st , 1855 . On May 4 , 
1855 , the road was leased to the Phil - _ 
adelphia , Wilmington & Ba ltimo r e 
Co. In Janua ry, 1856 , the road was 
completed and ope rat ed as far south 

, as Dover , in the followi ng Decembe r 
to Seafo rd and in 1859 it was extend ­
ed to Delmar. In 1859 also the Mil­
ford Branch railroad was complet ed 
from Harrington to Milford. The . Easten1 Shore road was opened from , 
Delmar to Salisbu ry in 1860 and ex ­
tended to Crisfield in 1866. The June - · 
tion & Breakwater railroa d  was b e­
gun in 1865 and comple te d !rom Mil-




