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NTRODUCTION

The Dunleith community was one of the first subdivisions in suburban New Castle County that
offered homes to African Americans. From the late 1940s to the 1970s, the home ownership
dream became a reality. Establishing this unique African American community did not start
with the blueprints of men. The planning started in the hearts and minds of the men and
women who desperately wanted equal opportunities in the housing market that could result in
a better quality of living.

Living in Millside Federal Housing was just a stepping stone before better housing became
available. One challenge in particular was finding good, affordable, and decent housing. The
Housing Act of 1949 was put in motion to eliminate inequalities that arose from racial prejudice.
Gradually the African American dream of being a homeowner became a reality.

In the 1950s, men such as Leon Weiner, housing developer; Don A. Loftus, contractor; and
W. Ellis Preston, architect, helped to make visions become realities. Many World War Il veterans,
blue-collar workers, and teachers became homeowners for the first time. The community was
named after the Rogers estate, called the Dunleith Mansion. This mansion was formerly held
in the Rogers Trust under the Annie Rogers du Pont will. The house was called “The Castle”
by residents from the area. The land for was released from the du Pont trust on December 23,
1949, to Delaware Community Homes. Helen Rogers Bradford, sister of Annie Rogers du Pont,
lived in the Dunleith Mansion, situated in the New Castle Hundred in New Castle County.
Leon Weiner developed the community. Most of the 85 acres owned in Dunleith by the du Pont
family were released from their trust specifically for the building of Dunleith Estates.

Dunleith homeowners took pride in their homes. Dunleith property was maintained by
painting and remodeling the exteriors and interiors as well as modest landscaping. By the early
1960s, one could see the many major home improvements throughout the community.

The churches were the pillars of the community. The churches helped the community to
have a sense of balance. The routine of daily living was carried out with a purpose and plan
to succeed in life. These houses of worship functioned as formal mentoring centers for the
community. The Coleman Memorial Methodist Church provided a myriad of resources to help
educate youths and families in their spiritual walk, home life, and with social issues as well.

The Community Presbyterian Church started a day nursery for pre-school children of
working mothers in 1956. These children were brought to the Community Presbyterian Church
basement nursery school. Both of the churches role-modeled family living. Neighbors knew
each other and consequently found themselves sitting on church pews together. Strong morals
and values were taught. For the most part, families stayed intact.

Julius Ryland served as principal of Millside School for six months in 1952. The Delaware
Educational Directory 1953-1954 recorded Dr. George Miller Jr. as state superintendent and
Earle C. Brown as the principal of Millside School. The new Dunleith Community School was
completed in 1956. The school eventually provided education to students in grades one through
nine. Benjamin C. Rogers joined the Dunleith faculty as elementary school principal in 1957.
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ARLY STABLISHMENTS

Lyndon B. Johnson, president of the United States from 1963 to 1969, is seated at right. In 1968,
President Johnson appointed Mr. Leon N. Weiner (far left) to the Kaiser Commission on Urban
Housing, which led to the landmark Housing Act of 1968. The goal for every American to have
suitable housing was set forth in the Housing Act of 1949.
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These street and lot plans for Dunleith Estates start with Rogers Road. The streets were named his prosecution cases involving violations of African Americans’ civil rights.
after famous people. William P. Rogers helped draft the 1957 civil-rights law. He was noted for
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Washington Carver was an African American scientist and educator.
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