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church and 1 am as free and frank to ex-
wress at proper times the former as the
atter,

Again T thank you fur this opportunity
to address and beg you to continue your
pilgrimage to the graves of vour fullen
comrades and strew  their graves with
fragrant flowers and keep their memories
fresh ana fragrant,

The post murched back to town, stop-

ing on the way at St. Joseph's, Green

Lill and Mt, Balem cemeteries, at each of

which there were appropriate, but less
elaborate coinemonies,  Lhe sad oflices con-
tinued until noon and when the veterans
returned to their headquarters they were
tired and dust-covered, but all were anx-
ious to participate in the exercises of the
afternoon.

Smyth and Sheridan posts visited Wil-
mington and  Drandywine, Riverview,
Asbury and Old Swedes cemoteries, At
Riverview cemetery chluldren from the
public schools beyvond the Brandywine
assisted the veterans in their work of
strewing graves,

Girant 'ost went to the old and new
Cathedral cemeteries and Sumner Post to
the colored people’s cemeteries,

The chief feature of the Decoration Day
observances in Wilmington was the parade
of the Grand Army posts, which sturted
shortly arter 2.50 u'c\mrk. The line of
march was from Fourth and Market to
Lleventh, to Deluware avenue, to the
Soldiers Monument, to Eighth Street Park,
where the meeting was held,

The old veterans marched well, and the
parade was handsome and jmposing, A
number ol school children were in the
line and Hags were l;lcnlifllll}’ displayed.

The order of parade was as follows :

Piatonn of Police,
Chief Mavshul Jucob Siiffer and Stafy.
Departmont Commander and Staff,
ost Departinent Commauders,
smyvth Post Band.,
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and yet all that time gnawing at
tional vitals, was the cancer of
slavery, that national lie that bl
the universal truth that we had pro
Our bruiniest men, our broadest sty
our subtlest politicians had in vail
to harmonize the irrepressible con
pressed in these two conditions, 1)
was ouly to inflame men's passi
sow broadeast the seeds of sectio
It seemed in the providence of (
this great scourge could oaly pass
a deluge of bloud and in the g
heaval of the nation,

There is a legend that in the fou
tury before Christ, "‘an earthquy
pened in Rowme, w large portion
area of the forum sunk down ane
chasm opened there; all attempts
up were vain and the city was
with consternation, especially
Haruspices had declared that it co
be tilled by casting into 1t that o
the greatness of Rome depended,
every one was hesituting and don
to the medning of the gllu;ru:«u'-iui
ance the heroic Marcus Curtius p
himsell and procluimed that Ro
tained nothing more indispensab)|
greatness, than a valiaut citizen |
coutred for battle. He offered hi
a victim; and having arrayed hil
complete armor and mounted
horse, galloped into the abyss, I
closed; the chasm vaanished and tb
resuimed its wonted uspeet,”

The chasm rent in the land of
by humaun slavery was not to be ¢
oune nor by a thousand full arn
riors,  Eight hundred and ftifty ti
of our dead were hurled into its j:
untold millions of property wi
consumed. Our country Lmt three
of her people before peace san
liberty, supported by justice un
could eross on the bridge of huma
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