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PREPARATIONS FOR THE
“NEW SWEDEN” TERCENTENARY IN 1938
by NapoTH HEDIN

President Roosevelt’'s invitation, as authorized

an S n to
fest in s at
to te of
original y f by permanent Swedish settlers

Valley in 1638.

as did in 1926, they came to the un-
vei of the John E monument in ac Park
ed
be
en

Swedish People to Give Monument to America
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H. R. H. Crown Piince Gustaf Adolf of Sweden

ks tri e

is as

fir ish
ural in a nei as
are there an er
alm ny other ce

in the United States. In Swedish American history it
is, of course, a sacted spot—an objective of pilgrimages
for many years to come.

The monument to be dedicated as a marker of this

[41

H. R. H. Crown Princess Lounise of Sweden

with all sorts of sea animals and even traditional
The stone "wave” which carries the boat is decorated
mermaids. The creator of this monument is Professor
Carl Milles, Sweden'’s , who as
his main studio at the on, Bl 1d
Hills, Michigan, whete he is an artist-in-residence for
patt of every year.

It is the Milles theory that historical monuments
need not always be solemn in every detail since life
itself, even at momentous and critical junctures, some-
times takes playful turns. He calls to mind Carl Sand-

men, is seen on a massive charger, which perhaps sym-
bolizes the new empire which Sweden had recently
gained out of the Thirty Years War, but which was
too much for her frail hands to manage. In another
scene the friendly Indians return to the Swedish colon-
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Model of Fort Christina State Park,
First Swedish Landing Place, Wilmington

Then is Wil
hat, b land

with his heavy Quaker
e Swedish farmers, the

t
I

on the sides of the monument the original purchas-
scene is also pictured.

Delaware to Provide Memorial Park

a park
a may
ed des”

, h was used as a burying ground even

P t church was built.
Under the name of '“Christinehamn” or “Christina
Port” this was the first permanent settlement of any

[61

Revolutionary War and in the War of 1812, it is a real

stout S h military governor who ruled the colony
for ten from 1643 to 1653. He was a veteran of

Pennsylvania’s Gift to Sweden

sylv has so far £

ate 0 tow on in that st t

the es ble

s in pe be

0 a of ine

pe ently a civil government on Pennsylvania soil
be Penn was born.
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Over half the other states have appointed official com-
s to ent them at festivities in old
” have set a money for trav
penses whlle others* have only conferred the honor of
official representation.

Official Swedish Participation

In Sweden the Government has appointed an official
New Sweden Commission to take charge of the country’s
pastic  tion in the American celebration. Its Pr
is J. frid Edstrom, Chairman of the Board of
tors of the Swedish General Electric Company and for
many years Sweden’s representative on the International
Olympic Committee. On the New Sweden Commission
are represented the country’s activities in education,
science, religion, government, industry, journalism and
letters by leading exponents of each. For the expenses
the Riksdag or National Parliament has appropriated

t .000, but in addition to that the p et

s e subscribed voluntarily over $50, to
the cost of the Milles monument. Most of these sub-
scriptions were made in very small amounts. Altogether
there were over 200,000 individual givers whose names
will be pres d in the American Swedish Historical
Museum of adelphia. The drive for this fund was
started by the Prime Minister, Per Albin Hansson, in
a ad on Year's Day. All provincial
g0 £s as of local committees and in
almost all factories and other industrial plants nearly
all the workers signed the subscription lists. The money,
therefore, did not come from a few wealthy persons
alone.

Relics of New Sweden to be Shown

In order to make the iod
in American History Sw in
Stockholm is now collecting documents and articles
sent back by the Swedish colonial governors and clergy-
men, including Indian relics never before shown in

s ay Th

t ith rar

1 sho at
Hi Museum in Philadel and y also at
W on, Delaware. They ¢ from s sources

American colonial period they possess. It would seem
logical, however, to retain the collection here for the
New York in 1939, so that more ple
can possibly travel to cither Phila ~ hia

Tercentenary Exhibit of Swedish Art

The same may be do regard to the Tercentenary
Exhibit of Swedish Art, h is scheduled to be shown
in a number of leading American museums throughout

[8]
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One of two Memorial Plagues Presented to Sweden
by Pennsylvania

the 1937-38 season. Alrcady several requests have
been received from Canada as well as cities in the United
States for showings in addition to those already ar-
ranged. There are no vacant dates until the middle of
the summer of 1938, as shown by the following table:

Rockefeller Center, New York. .. .. .Sept. 24—Oct. 6
Worcester Art Museum. .. .. .. .. . Oct. 15—Oct. 31
Minneapolis Institute of Arts. . . ... Nov. 10—Dec. 1
Cleveland Museum of Art ... . .. .. Dec. 10—]Jan. 4
City Art Museum, St. Louis .. .. .. ... Jan. 11—Jan. 26
Art Institute, Ch1cago .Feb, 3—March 6
Carnegie Institute, Plttsburgh e . March—March
Toledo Museum of Att ... .. ... . " March 28— —April 11
Corcoran Gallery, Washington ... ... .. April 19—May 17
Delaware Art Center, Wilmington.. ... June 1—June 21
Penn. Museum of Art, Philadelphia.... June 24—TJuly 10

The initiative for this exhibit came from a
group of American Museum directors who met
in New Yotk in May 1936 and, thanks to the
New Sweden Tercentenary, their proposal was
regarded by the authorities in Sweden as especially
opportune. In consequence, there has been assembled
the most remarkable art exhibit that ever left Sweden
or was ever shown in one place within the country itself.
Never before have the art and historical museum di-
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L GODMN/E JRUST

"0ld Swedes” Church of Wilmington, dedicated
July 4, 1699, on Ameiican Half Dollar

S, as as the Iron Age, the Viking pe
the le Then there is a section of n
or peasant art, on which the modern decorative arts of

repr ed in America. The Vi s on includes

not rune stones, but swords, e s and orna-
ments in gold and silver.

The executive committee in c of this exhibit

consists of Wollmar F. Bostrém, en's Minister to

es are formed in eac where the collection is

n. The one in New consisted of G. Hilmer

d Leach, i-

ation, Re d

The other members of the General Committee in
of the Ar bit are: Hon. Martin Kaste
h Consul al at New York; Neilson
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“Kalmar Nyckel”, first ish ship to arrive in America,
on United 5 Memorial Coin

Tercentenary Lecturers from Sweden

change in New York.

[11]



“Sweden Remembers New Sweden”

United States, held in connection with the dedication
of a new chemistty building. The next day he received
an honotary degree of Doctor of Science from the Uni-
versity of Delaware. Later he lectured before a number
of technical institutes, colleges and universities, returning
to Sweden on November 6.

Other Tercentenary Lecturers, now scheduled to ar-
rive, are essor ar Asplund of the U
of Stockh chief tect of the Stockholm
tion of Decorative Arts in 1930; Professor Knut Lund-
matk of Lund University, an eminent astronomer who
has previously studied in America and lectured before
the Harvard Summer School; Professor Eli Heckscher,
famous economist of Stockholm University and adviser
to the Swedish Government, and Dr. Gunnar Holmgren,
President of the Swedish Academy of Medicine which
e
s i
l
ciety’s annual meeting at Atlantic City on May 5 and 6
next year.

ity

un

at
kin Lecturer for 1938. Pr  or Myrdal,
Professor Heckscher has serve various occa

as an adviser to the Swedish Government, will come in
May when he will give a series of lectures on “The
System of Public Finance and the Business Fluctuations”.

e lectures e bl t a generation  in

r of the E n Godkin, a na  of

Ireland, who was editor for many years of the New
[12]

Profile of King Gustaf V. on Memorial
New Sweden Two Kronor Piece

work prob of re ulation whi d
a tre s po r int and then P
of 1 ion in Sweden.
iations are under way for several more Ter-
but
n ar
, NO

Correspondence Between School Children

Still another educational activity initiated by the
official Swedish Tercentenary Commission is direct cor-

resp ce en chil n of Sw and
the d C liv within con-
den
pa
uch

sent to Sweden by a Tercentenary Association com-
mittee, of which Miss Agnes Samuelson, Superintendent
of Public Instruction in the State of Iowa and former
President of the National Educational Association, is the
chairman, while Professor George H. Ryden, of the
University of Delaware, Newark, Delaware, represents
the committee in the New Sweden territory. Names
of additional children who wish to correspond may be
sent to either of the above or to Naboth- Hedin, 630
Fifth Avenue, New York, for transmission to Sweden.
These names will be disttibuted in Sweden to school

of ¢

1l be

In
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descent have alteady written their first Jetter in Swedish,
of which they seem to be very proud and, no doubt, the
recipients will feel the same way. Similar correspond-
ence has been carried on for some years between the
children in Sweden and those of the other Scandinavian
countries and also Germany. It has been found to be
very helpful in ng their minds and in promoting
better internati erstanding.

Memorial Coins and Stamps

Special “"New Sweden” postage stamps will soon be
issued in both the United States and Sweden and both
American and Swedish commemorative coins have al-
ready been minted. The first issue of 25,000 Delaware
Tercentenary Half Dollars for the benefit of the Dela-
ware Commission has been nearly sold out. Half of it
was subscribed for by collectors in advance. The coin
bears a representation of “Kalmar Nyckel”, on one side
and Holy Trinity, or “Old Swedes” Church of Wilming-

, on the other. no 1 e for coin is

75, but coin catal sa y it at 0. Ap-
plications for purchase should be addressed to the
Equitable Trust Company, Wilmington, Delaware, ac-
companied by checks or money orders or other forms

of remittance. While the initial e lasts, the price
to individual purchasers will be at $1.75.

The nominal value of the Swedish commemorative
or p ly e of the
ar, b re s in the
ot ye de d has the

method of distribution. On one side the coin has a
profile of King Gustaf and on the other a design of
Kalmar Nyckel, i sed by a royal crown h
the inscription iae Suecia Memor” (Sw n
Remembers New Sweden.) It is a beautiful coin, sure
to be treasured by professional collectors as well as by
amateurs for purely sentimental reasons.

Special Tercentenary Publications
In connection with the Tercentenary, the Swedish

ueas s ublic
en,to k nas
1 run f one

hundred pages each. ‘The first one issued was the
catalogue for the Art Exhibit, which was in effect a brief
h y of Sw art fr est days to our own

ti The s are for “Social Work
L
8
rd
uered the ression” by

“Seed C ¢” by Prof
man, “Education” by Bérje Knds and Fred Sandberg,
and “Architecture” by Professor August Hahr.

0
the n i
the m
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ns by the Campanius, d the
Sweden co 1643 to 1648 pros-
perous years, when Johan Printz was Governor. It was
not printed in Stockholm until 1696, but as a curiosity
in American religious history, it ranks with the “Indian

The Swedish American Tercentenary Association, for
its part, has under way a rather ambitious work about
the various contributions to the growth of civilization
in America during the past three hundred years by
people of Swedish stock. The editor-in-chief is Pro-
fessor ph B. , Chairman of D t
of Ge ic Lan at Yale Univ vy,

“Old Swedes” Church of Wilmington Delaware on
New Commemorative Dinner Plate

chapter is g ten by a s  alist in the ect
it covers. b will be a inct contribu to
Swedish-American history.

In connection with its tercentenary the State of
Delaware will publish a number of historical mono-
graphs, most of them by scholars at the University of
Delaware.  The official State Commission has already
begun a series of bulletins, edited by Christopher L.
Ward, Executive Chairman, whose earlier work, “The
Dutch and the Swedes on the Delaware”, will now be
republished in so far as it relates to New Sweden. Of
this shorter edition there will also be a Swedish version
to be published in Stockholm, and judging by the origi-
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nal book it will be a very readable account. A shost
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Essay Contest for School Children
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