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“Landing Place of the Swedes”

It marks the spot known as
“The Landing Place of the
Swedes” and was constructed to
commemorate the three-hun-
dredth anniversary of the
event. No park in the United
States had ever been dedicated
more auspiciously. The Crown
Prince of Sweden, who arrived

place where the Swedes began
the “first permanent settlement
on the Delaware.”

It was interesting to learn
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vey it off. . . . nearby was an
Indian burial place.

Within a few hundred feet of
the rocks the waters of the
Brandywine, so filled with fish
the Swedes called it Fish Kill,
provided both food and a
means of escape should an en-
emy succeed in eluding the
guns of the fortress. Almost
surrounding the precipice were
morasses of swamps, over
which an army would be un-
able to advance; only at one
point, to the northwest, was a
strip of solid land.

“The rocks presented a ‘nat-
ural wharf,’ so steep that it
formed a quay where the ves-
sels could lie securely, with the
channel of the stream so near
that from the shore it was al-
most possible to touch passing
boats that sailed by.”

It was to this point that
Peter Minuet, erstwhile gover-
nor of New Amsterdam, the
Dutch possession on the Hud-
son, the man who purchased
Manhattan Island from the In-
dians for $24 in trinkets,
brought the Swedes, and here
again he purchased the land
from the Indians, giving similar
trinkets, knives, rings, and or-
naments.

The ships carried several
thousand yards of duffels and
other cloths, several hundred
axes, hatchets, and adzes, and
hundreds of knives, dozens of
tobacco pipes, mirrors and
looking glasses, gilded chains
and finger rings, combs, ear-
rings, and ornaments. Spades,
hoes, and other farming imple-
ments were also loaded on the
ships for use in the country.

Aboard the ships also were
heavy cannon, arms, and am-
munition, and having pur-
chased the land, Minuit erec-
ted the fort. Not a small one
by any means, but 100 yards
square — the size of a city
block, and within the walls a
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storehouse and dwelling place
were built.

The first expedition brought
no seftlers. They were not to
arrive until April 17, 1640.

Readers desiring to learn
more about the Swedes and the
Wilmington settlement are ad-
vised to consult the books writ-
ten by Dr. Johnson,
available in ries.

Dear Porcupine

Dear Porcupine, how nice you
are!
You fill my heart with glee!
If I ever get too complacent
Stick one of your quills in me.
Evelyn Behney

18 Beech Ave., Oak Grove
Wilmington 5, Delaware

Letter to Editor

Dear Kenneth:

Congratulations on the copy
of ‘“Delaware Porcupine” re-
ceived yesterday, and I am glad
to send you a dollar for a
year's subscription.

More power to you on your
efforts to preserve the Elsmere
wooded area. In my young days
it was a favorite hiking ob-
jective, and I recall many
hours of fun my brothers and
I had out there. The area
should by all means be pre-
served as a parkland.

With best wishes.

Sincerely,

Charles F. Eastman
2017 Veale Road
Wilmington, Del.

B. & O. R. R. Bridge
Planned for Elsmere

Included in a resolution of
the Delaware State Highway
Department covering funds
needed for various highway
jobs in the near future, and
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for which the Legislature has
approved a $26 million bond
issue, is an $800,000 bridge to
cross the B. & O. R. R. tracks
in Elsmere. The federal share
of this expenditure is listed at
$780,000 leaving the state to
pay only $20,000.

However, inquiry of the De-
partment brought the answer
that the bridge is only in the
planning stage, and that no
details will be available before
the first of next year. Users
of the road hope that the
bridge will not only cross the
tracks but will be extended to
cross the Kirkwood Highway.
Exceptionally heavy traffic
here presents an annoying
bottleneck that is aggravating
and nerve-wracking.

You are never too old to
learn something foolish.

Quote Magazine

7ne Old Timen

W

“You’re young only once.
After that, you need some
other excuse.”
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