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CHAPTER |
THE HISTORY OF WELSH TRACT CHURCH

Welsh Tract Church, the oldest primitive Boptist Church in the United
States, is located about two miles south of Newark, Del., about /2 mile
off highway #896 toward lron Hill, which can be seen in the
background.

The original entry in the church record says: 1n the Spring of 1701
some of us who were members of the churches of Jesus Christ in the
counties of Pembroke and Carmartha? in south Wales of Great Britain
professing believers in baptism: laying on of hands, elections and f!nul
perseverance in grace were moved and encouraged in our own minds
fo come to these parts of Pennsylvania and after obtaining leave of the
Fhurches it seemed good o the Lord and fo us that we should
Im_o a church order, as we were @ sufficient number @
"."nister; that was accomplished and withal letters com
given us that if we should mee! with any congregation
people who held the same faith with us W€ might be received by them

as brethren in Christ.”’
In June of 1701, Thomes Griffith, their pastor Griffith Nicholas, Ev?n
Edmond, John Edward, Elisha Thomas, Enoch Morgan: Richard David,
James David, Lewis Eémond, Elizabeth Griffith, Mary John, Murgar.e1
Muthius’ Nary Jnomes: Jennet Davic, is and Elizabeth.an;’
fith bade farewell to their brethren in lod from Milfor
Haven in the ship JAMES AND MARY an
September 8th. ts then in
Pth?ey were courteously received by b1he few Boptists then
iladelphia and were advised 10 seftle @ _
north of the city on c?creek of that nameé: which they did..Thf‘y re}:n:.::m_
there about a year and @ half, during ¥ ch time their ¢ urch me
bership increased from 16 ' 37 and they jived much
that time but kep1 up their weekly dnd mo!
selves.

They, with man le, purcho
‘ other Welsh peoP e, P d
William Penn, kr;wn as Welsh Tract, which was 30,000 acres of lan
south and west of Newark Delawaré on Ali
' ! : d William

;gerus who procured this grant of land we diEVIR R

avis. They were probably Presbyterians‘for, " < the firs minister
made, Evans became a Presbyteria inister 9 g|asgo "
of the Pencader Presbyterian Churc at what 1$ now :



The first church at
ing woods in 1703
Meeting House by
state of preservati
1746, the bricks y

Welsh Tract was built from logs cut in the surround-
It was commonly known by the name of “The Bapfis!
the Iron Hill.” The present building, still in @ goc.!d
On'.hc.ls @ quaint, picturesque appearance. Built in
by boat from Enng::dln nEnion come ko New Catle, Delowc"";
the bricks in pannie as ballast. The women of the church transporte

build the chyrch. 'S Upon mules, so that the men would be free 1

The lot ; :
James Ju;::p;:? :Ixhocr-es of ground, four of which were given bY
20, 1709, hé i of the first members, by conveyance dated January
1868, the conve cnwcs. Purchased from Abraham Emmet on April 20,
tation, the be U:; ; c: signed by Andrew Fisher. Joining this lot is a plan-
: auest of Hugh Morris, with o dwelling house suitable as @
779-1874), the historian, said

Grrell, Ste

: Thomas Bq

Phen M. Woolford, Samuel Trott:
» William Grafto

. rton, George W. Staton, John G. Sawin,
Nine formey A " and John Green Eubanks.

i - o
e st rBscnre bun.ed in Welsh Trqct Cemetery: M. E. Thomas,
: ©99s, Gideon Farrell, Enoch Morgan, William K.
on and John G. Eubanks. Elder
5 .
elsh Tract Church byt he was a minister and
A
her of Jefferson Davis is buried in

is buried

nthe ce
Thevie metery,

9. in Cardigan county and

3 .D. bej
onary Soldiers INg 87 years of age.”

and o :
gs, Etr:r:no's buried in Welsh Tract Church
am Cool atri keze" Booth, °mas Cooch, Thomas
Y. John Gri i ‘C S‘O:"err SGITIUEI ECCIES' Frqrncis Got-
19min Hygg, John James, Morgon

2

Robert
C MeﬂOUgh'
Jones, Solomon Maxwell, Samuel Mc Mullen; lscoouvid Shakespeare:

: id Price, i
Middleton, James Miles, Hance Miller, DGVL Thomas Thomase h{\afhlf’ts
Robert Shields, John Simonton, Uriah s j eph Wattson: Lewis Wal-
Tyson Solomo:w Underwood, John Wattsort i

0 acres
tson and Thomas Wattson. cres of the 20

fewa for
On August 4, 1725, John Evans conveye? \TViHicm Penn fo be Use?rod
of land he hcé purchased from thelsoniy known 08 Londor

i ing House, , Penn-
the erection and use of a Baptist Mee“ngl' e in Chester County
Church, just over the Delaware state 1 Church
sylvania near Strickersville. 18 members of Welsh Tracy

On November 22, 1780, about
were constituted a church at London -;;\?:rsh Ch

In 1781, Duck Creek and Cow ilmington Was >
Mispillion was started in 1783, LRl
Bethel was started in 1786.

1 org

Bethel Primitive Baptist Cthd'l‘ W?: 4 ol
Tract Church in 1786. It was occ\mi
Christiana-Hare’s Corner road, just @ are b
This was just one year before Delaw o
the Federal Constitution, f?UT _‘/ems and Jo STt (79
epidemic swept through Wilmlr;it'([):delphm' via Wilming
. o = 1 '3
its flr%ﬂ scheduled 1-r|p..» frog\_d 'y eparate charge "
Christina River to Christiana Bridd ituted @ S

side of the

ATt 1nHO
Property had been sold to the Wﬂmr::f ; i
Pose of constructing a City-CoV

nstit from Mary
Bethel Primitive Bapfist Church wClSl c:d were purc e since gone
1839 and four additional acres © aframe church o rding to "
Mc Cullough in 1849. The early log e able in 1956, cco%b'
but the stone foundations were still "S[;:l or August 280 ¢ bodies
article in the Wilmington EVEN;S&:FCGmetery lie "_‘T E:hufc megilf;»
Inas te section of the . e Baptis te. In 1912
°ri9inﬂﬁ$cggr;zd in the Wilmington Prtl(r-“mvgnd french S iecouse the
formerly between 10th and 1110 9N (5 | Comelof o pur
the bodies were dug up and re-inter using P:’t the public
vilding, ¥?

hom
25, 191 f E|der T o
Building and dedicated oﬁiciaﬁyrontgggﬂ Aing y if house: 1912 cef‘-
_ ‘ 5 . Ri >
Ail: this g'rn;ouc;; |Z T:F:;’b::y 23,1793 E[),h’em{::“lher of ionsonoved to
ger, who die

an o gton and ™ |
tury minister at Welsh Tract Church in Wilming'®% oy in Bethe

: ri b i
‘enhﬂuse, was among the bOdlessbL;diers oﬂd |0’5Jc| H ,(harve'v’
Bethel Cemetery. Revoluntiona™ 5 Richard gatiett:

Cemetery include: Theodore Aingefr
3



- and, in
Richard Mitchel|, Augustys Scott, John Vaughn, William Welch
the origing| ction, j

died
o
ection, js o marker for Francis Lowen Cooch, wh
August 27,1791.

e Delawqre Associc:tion of Primitjy
and its mem

. 5

€ Baptists was organized in [])?Jzk

bers included Welsh Tract Church, Cow Marsh Church, Id in

Creek Church and Wilmingfon Church. The first meeting was he bers
1796, e Gssociation was COmposed of five churches and 293 memfG”_
in 1807, There Were seven churcheg and 197 members in 1879. Thel nd,
ing off wqg due to the division that took Place at Black Rock, Mc?ry cfed
on Seplember 28,183 + When they and many others were des{gnaﬁsts
ool Baptists'” or “Primitive Baptists*’ The Old School Bap

in the
ed becayse they continyed steadfastly in

00
903 listed 1800 churches, 9

s under the nName of Primitive Baptists.



