
y Form 10-300 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections)

STATE:

Delaware
COUNTY:

New Castle
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

................... ..............

2

^/.4./n.nn/j\ yiinhl
DATE

COMMON:

Buena Vista
AND/OR HISTORIC:

Buena Vista

STREET AND number: duPont Higliway (U.S. 13), west side, I.5 miles
south of .junction of U.S. Route 13 and 40

CITY OR TOWN;

New Castle Hundred
Delaware 003

l3. CLASSIFICATION •
uo

CATEGORY
OWNERSHIP STATUS

ACCESSIBLE

(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
Z

District 25 Building □ Public IX] Public Acquisition: Occupied Yes:

0
Site □ Structure □ Private Q In Process Q Unoccupied EH Restricted E

■!—

nki*r>* rn
Both □ Being Considered EH Preservation work Unrestricted Q

UD|eCT 1__1 in progress No: n

u PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

t/i

z

lU

111

»/»

Agricultural Government 53
Commercial □ Industrial □Educational □ Military □Entertainment Museum □

Park

Private Residence 
Reliigious 
Scientific

T^atjpoijation □ Comments O 
(SpisHfy) □ rrrtVPrnTTipnl- -

-■f.. ..-n ' VA 1 a t oH

U. OWNER OF PROPERTY I N'jv 23
OWNERS NAME:

Public Archives Commissiofi

tate■gde s
liiliiiii

street and NUMBER:

Hall of Records, LegislativeM
NATIONAL 
RCGISTE:^

Cl TY OR TOWN:

Dover
OCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

Delaware 19901

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC:

Recorder of Deeds, New Castle Countv
STREET AND NUMBER:

Public Building , Rodney Square
CITY OR TOWN:

Wi Imington
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OP NOMINATED PROPERTY: 51.9

STATE

Delaware

6. REPRESENTATION fN EXISTING SURVEYS
TitLE OF SURVEY: List Of DelawaTB Heritage Buildings And Areas In
New Castle Co.

DATE OF SURVEY: J 9 oli Federal [~1 State □ County ^ Local Q

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Public Archives Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:

Hall of Records
CITY OR TOWN:

Dover
STATE:

Delaware

H

15

X 
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|7. &ESCRH»TtON ____ __

CONDITION

INTEGRITY

Excellent (2I Good □ Fair □
CCftecIc One) 

Deteriorated □ Ruins □ Unexposed □

CChecIc Orie;

Altered □ Unaltered K1

(Check One)

Moved □ Original Site ®

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The house at Buena Vista is a five bay, two storey brick 
dwelling erected about 1845-I847. It is in the Greek Revival 
style, somewhat modified by a skillful but inidenTTfled archi- 
tect. A verandah across the front features correct Doric 
columns. Double chimneys at the ends are connected by balus­
trades. A service wing extends to the west from the north 
end of the building. In the present century a long wing was 
added to the south side to provide a large hall and library 
downstairs and several bedrooms upstairs without alteration 
of the earlier portion. The original house is now furnished 
with pieces appropriate to its period, including many posses­
sions of John M. Clayton. It is open for exhibit. The newer 
portion, furnished basically as Governor Buck left it, is 
used for meetings of State agencies and.for the entertainment 
of distinguished guests.

The house standing several hundred yards west of the 
southbound lane of U.S. 13» is approached by a lane shaded by 
a double line of trees. Iinmediately about it are lawns and 
dependencies, and surrounding all, well-tilled fields. As 
transferred by John M. Clavtnn shortly before his death to; his 
nephew James C. Douglass. Buena Vista comprised 324 acres, of 
which 51-.V are now the property of the State of Delaware; the 

, rest is held by the Buck family.
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{S: SIGNIFICANCE

%/%

2:

o

u
z>
QC
H
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Z

LU

UJ

t/)

.......... ■ ■

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian □ 16th Century □ 18th Century □

15th Century □ 17th Century □ 19th Century K1

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) f/f App/fcab/e ancfiCnown;

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE rChecIc One or More as Appropriafe^
Aboriginal

Prehistoric

Historic

Agriculture

Art

Commerce 
Communi cot ions 
Conservation

Education □

1 I Engineering ■ Q

□ Industry Q

[2 Invention Q

I 1 Landscape
I 1 Architecture ^

I 1 Literature □

□ Military □

Music □

Political-
Reltgion/Phi-

losophy

Science
Sculpture

Sociol/Human-

itorian

Theater

Transportation

□
p
□
□
□
□

Urban Planning' 
Other; (Specify)

□
□

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

Buena Vista is significant primarily as the home of 
John M. Clayton (1796-I856), its builder, but it also has 
value as the site of a mid nineteenth century demonstration 
of the effects of scientific methods of agriculture, and as 
the home of C. Douglass Buck (l890-1965iJohn M. Clayton was 
Secretary of State to President Zachary Taylor l8i|9-l850, 
and United States Senator from Delav/are I828-1836, l845"l849 
and 1852-1856. His most notable achievement was negotiation 
of the Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, but he was also an active-, 
nationally-minded Senator influential in evolving the National 
Republican and Whig positions on all major issues of those 
years. He was likewise a di-stinguished lawyer and judge, and 
an influential supporter of scientific agriculture after his 
purchase of the farm he named Buena Vista, which be brought 
from exhaustion to showplace condition in a few years. His 
guests there included many of the national figures of the 
period l8i4.7-l856. Clayton's great-grandnephew, C. Douglass 
Buck, was Governor of Delaware 1929-1937, and United States 
Senator 19ii-3-1949. He was importantly connected with the 
development of the' State Highway system. He bequeathed the 
house at Buena Vista, with sufficient acreage to preserve its 
setting, to the State of Delaware

: XT-i



9^JAAJ0R BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Historic Houses And Buildings Of Delaware, by Harold Donaldson 
Eberlein and Cortlandt V.D. Hubbard, published at Dover in 
1962, p_p. 114.6-147

Delaware; A Hi story Of The First State, edited by Jeannette 
Eckman”and others, published at New York in 1955* P*331

"Memoir Of John M. Clayton", by Joseph P. Comegys, published 
as Papers Of The Hi storical Society of Delaware _IV,at Wilm- 
mington in l8B2, pp. 139-ll|.l

Dietionary Of American Biography, edited by Allen Johnson and
and Dumas~?^alone, published at New York in 1953» Vol.IV pp.l8|5-l86

MQ. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA_______________________  -■ ____________^__
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
0
R

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
CORNER LATITUDE

LONG! TUDE l_AT1 TUDE LONCI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Decrees Minutes Seconds Decrees Minutes Seconds
NW

NE
39 ° 38 - 08-
39° 37- , 59-

■- O I ■ o » e

SE 39° 37' 51 ’ 75 ° 38-06 ■
SW 39® 38’ 00 • 75 ° 38-29 ' C

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING ST A T E OR^^CUIUJ^ BOU N D A Rl ES

COUNT,

COUNT-t^

COUN

m
m

z
to

H
70

c
n

o
z
to

iiiiiiii
NAME AND TI TLE:Leon deValinger, Jr., State

'
Archivist

ORGANI ZATION
Public Archives Commission

DATE

January 1970
STREET AND NUMBER:Hall of Records^ Legislative Avenue
CITY OR TOWN: STATE

19901
CODE

Dover Delaware 10
STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA1 IONj NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is:

'National State Local □

Name

Title
State Liaison Officer

Date January 29, 1971

I herebv certify that this property is included in the 
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic ^fese^vation

APR 16197t
Date

ATTEST:

Date

feeper of'The National Registef/

mar 12 1971
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(July 1969)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PL ACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM

(Continuation Sheet)
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER

(TVumber all entriea)

9. Major Bibliographical References

I P*te

mmn

Biographical Directory Of The American Congress, 1774~196l,
published by United States Government ^^rinting Office, 

1961, pp. 705 [Clayton] and 619 [Buck]



PLt-^aS kEl'UKh I'HI'.. ?!>(- . XWi FK-jpERTY IS RETURNErf„ DATE 1/8/71

NivME OF PltryPIiPi f BUENA VISTA__________________ ____ _ SIGNATURE ____
The aetaehed National >v»r^iaUir inventory-NominaCion fotiB (|) being
retutTjed to yowt office because the Information checked below is lacking or 
haa been incorrect ly supplied.,

____  Insufficient locational InfonaaCion.
Consaeats:

jSeorgraphlcal location codes missing or Incorrect.

Classification (Item F3) Incomplete. 
Comments:

Owner of property/location of legal description necessary.
Comments:

No Bibliography.

_Aereage of nomination is not given. 
Comments; /

T.ongltude and latitude coordinates lacking, incorrect, or in wrong pl.sce.

Fotm is not signed by State Liaison Officer (Item #1/),

_Photograph/map form(s) (10-301) required for each photograph/map).

_lnsufficlout map coverage of property.
Comments:

Descript3,on (Item #7),
Comnsents; .....-

ft

Statement of Significance (Item #8). 
Comment.s • 'Vs®

StT!S

Xerox forms unacceptable.
Gomrrsents;

_0ther 
Commenfes:

The inadequacies noted above laust be rectified prior to the initiation of

nomWlon will then meet all other Narl..,n>t



RECEIPT PROPERTY STATE

DATE OF RECEIPT NUMBER
DATA PAGE ' ____
PHOTO (SI __
PHOTO DESCRIP (SJ __ ✓
MAP (SI __
MAP DESCRIPTION (S) '/

X/f'A/ CO.

RESUBMIT

REVIEW

HISTORIAN

HISTORIAN

'PiSSSSl'SefJS ijt ic . ^iCga<>

KEEPER

ENTRY

EDITORIAL PROCESSING, EDITOR

Date
Federal Register Entry (9 j ! jH 

Annual Edition Entry ___________

Logged
Card

WORKING NUMBER
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE(July 1969)

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

|l "name

STATE

Delaware
COUNTY ^New ^astle

FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER^11,4.10 1 vm / mtJ'i

COMMON: Buena Vista
AND/OR HISTORIC: RtlRnfl t. 3

2-. LOCATION ;

u
STREET AND NUM BER; duPont HlgiiWay ^U.5.

south of junction of U.S
13J, west side,, 1.5«Biiles .Route 13 and*40 ^

3

a:
Cl TY OR TOWN: New ^astle Hundred

H STATE:

Delaware
CODE 
^ 10

COUNTY: CODE

003

SOURCE: UiSGS - Newark h-ast Quadrangle.....  ““““
Delaware v/,\TTZlfTDDD

te: 1V33 /b' _________

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.
3. Latitude and longitude reference.

S3 An,,

t



445000mE.

J ST. GEORGES 5 \ML
INTERIOR—GEOLOGICAL SURVEY. 

WASHINGTON. D C—1964
RED LION 1.2 Ml. 
ST. GEORGES 5 Ml.

43g7000m,N

^GLAS^W «./ Ml. 
ELKTON, MD. 9.1 Ml

39“37'30”
75*37'30"

ODESSA lA Ml.

1 MILE

XX) 5000 6000 7000 FEET

1 KILOMETER

) FEET 
:VEL

ACCURACY STANDARDS 
, WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
WBOLS IS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

Heavy-duty ....
"y ''"J-SI03JJ \ ^Medium-duty
r/ ^V7-011VN U

0^6: es An»j

ROAD CLASSIFICATION
t»64

Light-duty

________ Unimproved dirt 'tifvq-.

DEL

QUADRANGLE LOCATION

(DAGd^fj

S. Route C) State Route

NEWARK EAST, DEL.
NW/4 WILMINGTON 15' QUADRANGLE

N3937.5-W7537.5/7.5

1953

AMS 5863 II NW-SERIES VB32
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Eugene Bunting 
Secretary

STATE OF DELAWARE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Hall of Rcci)rds 
Dover, Delaware, 19901

November 17, 1970 
Project #07-71-00001

I
I'.

Dr, William J, Murtagh 
Keeper of The National Register 
National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C, 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh;

Under the terms of Grants Gviide, 2.9 Advance 

Nominations, we are sending a nomination form for 

Buena Vista.

This nomination has been approved by our 

State Review Board and is accordingly being transmitted 

to your office.

We hope your office will find this nomination 

acceptable.

Very~^uly your^

leon d>Va-lii%fer, 
>tate Archivist and 

State Liaison Offi

LdeV-sjp

Enclosure

NOV 2 3 1970
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STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF ARCHIVES AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS

Eugene Bunting 
Secretary

Hall of Records 
Dover, Delaware 19901

January 29, 1971

;■

f i

Dr. William J. Murtagh 
Keeper of National Register 
National Park Service 
801 19th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20006

Dear Dr. Murtagh:

We are resubmitting under the terms of 2.9 advanced 
nominations the nomination; forms for Buena Vista.

We have made the following corrections and additions:

1. Item #12 has been corrected as well as 
changing the coding.

I hope this form meets your approval and this project 
will be considered for inclusion on the National Register.

egards

Rea Wilkie
Historic Registrar, 
S.L.O. for the 
National Register

RW:pf
Enclosures

a=: M <UJ
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Bon, WUllaffl V. Roth, Jjt. 
£rnit«d Statoa Senoto 
Washington, 0« C«

XS'J-aX
'•'t

■a'^MiMar s«nat(Mt Rothi 

Vim ar« pleasodi to Infora yon that tha historic pr^partlos listsd oa 

tha aaclosur* have been acskiaatod by ths Stats Llalscm Officer appointed 

by ths Oovamor for ths la^plasaontatlaa of ths National Blstorle 

Rrsssrvatlon yro^ras la DeXavars and havs bean sntsxsd Into ths National 

Rsgistsr of Historic Pliusss* Sanator J* Caleb Boggs and Rsprsssntatlvs 

Pisnrs 8, duPoat, XV, have also bean prosldad with this iafbxsatlon.

By copy of thla Isttor, ths Stats LialsoB Officer, Mr* Raa Wilkie, 

Hietorlo Registrar, Olvislon of Archives and Coltural Affairs, Ball 

of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901, has likewise been notified* A 

leaflet explaining ths National Register is enclosed*

4; S!

■-■

' -’^'1

' - #1

Sincerely yours,

•4IL

Director

Enclosures
Entorsd in the BaticHial Register ■flPR 16 1971

’J

cci Mr. Rea Wilkie, Historic Registrar, Division of Archives and Cultural 
Affairs, Ball of Records, Dover, Delaware 19901

Also notified! Hon. J. Caleb Boggs 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C.

Hon. Pierre S, dviPont, IV 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C.
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aliKii
Mr. Rda WUklo 
Hiatorlo Registrar
Division of Arch3.ves and Cultural Affairs 
Hall of Records 
Dover, Delaware 19901

Daar Mr* wilkiet

VO ara pleased to Infom you that the historio properties listed on 

tim anclosura have been plaoed on the National Register of Historio 

Places. Senators WilUam V* Roth, Jr*, and J. Caleb Boggs axvd 

Representative Pierre S. duPont, IV, are being infonaed. A leaflet 

aaqplaining the National Register is enclosed for each of the property 

ovners. Please witlihold any publicity on tliis until you hava received 

a carbon copy of the Congressional eorrespondanoa.

Sincerely yours.

:x.

.:?'P■I

'..•’irr'

Director

Enclosures

Entered in the National Register
APR 16 191^'
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4/14/71 PDHerrick:naf BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HR
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Properties aided to the National Register of Historio Places 

DELAWARE
■-'SC

fe: Matthew Lowber House

’
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Kent County
Magnolia, South MurderJcill Hundred, 

Delaware

c Buena Vista New Castle County
New Castle Hundred, Delaware c
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