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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
Built between 1739 and 1754, the John Dickinson house is an excellent restored example 
of an Early Georgian mansion. The house illustrates what may be called the "telescope 
type of planning," in which a series of smaller wings are added to the main house at 
later dates. The main house here was erected by Judge Samuel Dickinson in 1739-1740, 
on a 13,000 acre plantation tract. The mansion is a five bay, two-story structure, 
built of brick in Flemish bond, with black glazed headers. There is a wide central hall 
with a parlor to the east and two smaller rooms, each with an angle fireplace to the 
west, or left. The cellar of the main house, which is raised almost to ground level and 
is well-lighted, originally contained a large storage room to the east, a wine cellar 
under the front door, and a scullery and kitchen at the west end. To the west, two 
lower wings step down from the main house on‘ the same axis. The first of these wings 
was added in 1752 and contained a dining room with a bedroom above. 'The smallest and 
westermost wing was added in 1754. This whitewashed section housed the kitchen and the 
quarters of the household slaves above it, and is fronted with a brick-columned arcade.

The mansion faces directly south and though well-lighted, has only three windows on the 
north side, in order to conserve heat in the winter. The main house, as it was built 
by Judge Dickinson, was three full stories in height, over a raised basement, and had a 
hipped roof. The first floor windows, which are unusually tall, still reflect the 
original design that was proper for such a Georgian three-story house.

In 1804 a dipastrotuB fire occurred, which left little of the house standing, except 
the four walls. John Dickinson supervised the repair of the house, through an extensive 
correspondence from his home in Wilmington. The original hip roof was replaced with a 
gable roof, and the mansion was lowered to two stories. The interior of the repaired 
house was substantial but plain, unlike the expensively decorated and carved woodwork of 
the original. The repair of the house along simple lines was natural in view of the 
fact that Dickinson now made his home in Wilmington, and apparently intended the house 
for tenant use.

In 1952, the National Society of Colonial Dames of America raised $25,000 which was 
presented to the State of Delaware to preserve the Dickinson House, when its destruction 
appeared Imminent. The State matched the gift and purchased the house and a 13-acre 
tract around it. Architectural, archeological and historical research was performed 
under the direction of the Delaware Public Archives Commission, and with the assistance 
of an Advisory Committee, restoration was carried out. The restoration of the house was 
based on Dickinson's correspondence and written instructions of the 1804-1806 period. 
Materials of the original structure were reused when possible, and the house has been 
refurnished with pieces formerly owned by the Dickinson family.

There are no surface remains of the outbuildings and slave quarters which once were a 
part of the plantation, and no archeological work has been done in this area. There 
are slight vestiges of the long lane which ran from the house south to the landing on 
St. Jones River, and it is reported that along this lane is the site of the slave bury­
ing ground. A formal boxwood garden has been laid out directly in front of the main 
house, and to the west of the house is a large kitchen garden. Both gardens are 
enclosed by picket fences. To the east of the house is a log outbuilding, which was 
recently moved to the site and is not historic.
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The land to the east and south of the Dickinson house is presently under 
cultivation, and is reminiscent of the plantation days. U.S. Route 113 
runs along the western boundary of the property and the Bay Road extends 
along the northern boundary.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

"John Dickinson has been aptly termed-the 'Penman of the Revolution.' In the 
literature of that struggle, his position is as pre-eminent as Washington in war, 
Franklin in diplomacy, and Morris in finance

His internationally famous Letters From a Farmer in Pennsylvania (1767) and the 
subsequent Le^^ters to the King provided calm analysis of.the strained relations between 
England and the colonies from an economic and legal standpoint. Following the 
Revolution, Dickinson remained an active political leader and proved one of the prime 
movers in the Constitutional Congress of 1787 and in the ratification of the Constitution.

The Dickinson house, located five miles south of Dover, Delaware, where it is believed
he wrote the famous Letters. was built in 1740 by the author's father. It is a fine
example of Delaware plantation architecture, and has been restored to its early appearance by the State of Delaware, and it is presently open to the public.

Biography

John Dickinson was born in Talbot County, Maryland in 1732, and moved with his family 
to Kent County, Delaware in 1724. His father, Samuel Dickinson, was a rich planter and 
ihS plantation on St. Jonaa Creak, and

In this house young Dickinson grew up as a rich planter's son enjoying the life of a 
country aristocrat. He was privately tutored by a young Irishman, William Killen, who 
later bec^e the first Chancellor of Delaware. In 1750 John left home for Philadelphia 
to study law, and from there he traveled to London continue his studies at the
Middle Temple.

Hicklnson returned to Philadelphia after completing his studies, where he began a 
successful law practice.. He frequently returned to his father's house when his public 
affairs permitted.

1. Paul L. Ford, The Writings of John Dickinson, Historical Society of Pennsylvania 
Memoirs, XIV (Philadelphia, 1895) preface.

(continued)
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Biography (continued)

When trouble with England was made acute by the Townshend Acts of 1767, he wrote his 
Letters to a Farmer in Pennsylvania (Delaware was then in the Three Lower Counties of 
Pennsylvania) which brought him fame in America and abroad. These pamphlets, as well 
as his subsequent Letters to the King were an appeal to reason to avert or postpone a 
break with England. Unlike Patrick Henry's incendiary speeches, Dickinson's patriotism 
took the form of a calm analysis of the problem from a legal and economic standpoint.
His thesis was that England would enjoy a more profitable trade with the Colonies if 
she did not labor them with taxes.

This unfulfilled hope for reconciliation cost him popularity when, in July 1776, as a 
delegate from Pennsylvania, he absented himself from the vote on Richard Henry Lee's 
resolution for independence, voted against the Declaration of Independence, and then 
declined to sign that document. The Colonies, he felt, would not .stand much chance of 
winning the war without strong allies or a strong central government to hold the Colonies 
together. Nontheless when the war began he was one of the few members of the Continental 
Congress to take up arms.

In 1781-2 Dickinson's prestige was sufficiently restored for him to serve as President 
Of Delaware, after which he resigned to become President of Pennsylvania.

Dickinson's passion for justice and order in government reached its flower in the 
Constitutional Congress of 1787, where his counsel halted fruitless bickering and 
clarified many problems. After the Consitution was finally drawn up he campaigned for 
its adoption by the States with pamphlets signed, "Fabius," and had the satisfaction 
of seeing Delaware ratify it first.

Dickinson spent his last years in Wilmington, Delaware, where he died in 1808.
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Revised Boiandary Description 

John Dickinson Mansion 

National Historic Landmark

Beginning at the intersection of County Route 68 with a lane leading 
to the John Dickinson Mansion east along Covinty Route 68 approximately 
.6 mile, from thence due south to the St. Jones River, thence west 
along the historic course of the St. Jones River to an unnamed creek, 
thence north along the creek auid the west side of the lane leading to 
the John Dickinson Mansion to the point of beginning.
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

DICKINSON MANSION NATIONAL LANDMARK

-A

- SEP 18 1979

Cara L. Wise

Historical Archaeologist

NATIONAC li.. 
REGISTER /

It has been proposed that the boundary of the Dickinson Mansion 

National Landmark be revised to conform to the boundaries of the St. Jones 

Neck Historic District, which includes the Dickinson Mansion itself but 

which does not include all the area described for the National Landmark.

The boundaries for the St. Jones Neck Historic District were chosen to 

include intact architectural and archaeological evidence of the historic 

development of St. Jones Neck using existing natural and visual boundaries 

wherever possible.

With respect to the Dickinson Mansion, the woods along the unnamed 

creek used as the western boundary of the district and the trees planted 

along the lane to the Mansion provide a visual and physical terminus to 

the property. The fields to the west of this creek contain no historic 

period occupations, so far as can be determined by surface survey, nor is 

there any documentary evidence that such an occupation should be expected. 

Based on our knowledge of archaeological sites of the same period, all the 

archaeological remains associated with the structure can be expected to be 

found east of the creek within 150 ft. of the house. The woods along the 

creek also serve to screen the Mansion from Rt. 113, which is the western 

boundary of the Landmark. The plantation aspect of the Landmark's signi­

ficance is adequately expressed by the land east and south of the structure.
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Honorable J. Allen Frear -2- January 4, 1950

Pennsylvania, and through his writings contributed largely 

to the independence and growth of our Country, it is thought 
by many citizens that his mansion near Dover should be 

preserved as a national shrine. It is for that reason that 

on behalf of many interested people I am asking you to 

intercede for us with the National Park Service. In this 

folder is a sketch of John Dickinson prepared by Dr. John 

H. Powell, his official biographer, as well as a map showing 

the location of the House and some photographs showing its 

present site. ¥e will be pleased to do all we can to 

assist with furtherance of this project and we hope that 

the National Park Service will recognize the importance 

of this historic house and add it to the historic sites 

\mder its custody,
Cordiftiiy yc

Archivist;ate Archivist andj Director-Delaware stdte Museum

LdeV:csa

■■ ^

.'J
’ J-'V

1

I



piwifiwiiii : # '>

'■¥ii:

<^v‘\’^.-- -.f • '■•■^•T'. ' -- ' • ;.^ .V,-

UNITED STATES SENATE /• . %,
'■V ^lashingt«a, D. C* r . -.4

. ■'i''

y|\
■K% %'.,%v'

- .-Sv"
'■>/ t'4'4.;S'

BfSMlMp : ®*e Honorakle Oscar I. ChapMW 

- Secretary of ttie Interior
!$% u.r- ^ .
r^T.' ■
Wii''"' ■

2J .p:;
V%'

V-'‘

-V

Departnent of the Interior 
laterior Building 
lEadilngton, D, C,

: 4?;r ....

.vu..,- V'.-.- - rf. ..-''-ri:.

. - .. "W ■
' \ ^ .,. '«

-^'>v

. -A;
i%

Dear Br. Secretaryi
.X"3.

I have just fonrarded to the Director of the National Park 
Service a letter and other documents having to do elth a proposal 
to presei*ve the John Dickinson House In Kent County, Delaeare, as 
a national monument* Dickinson, as you mell know, was one of the 
great men of the Revolution*

"I# ■U

. 'it-'-

' ,rt-'

ji*: 

Ite:iii'^
.'4

As the "Penman of the Revolution" his eminence was recog­
nized not only in Delaware and Pennsylvania, but throu^out the 
Colonies* Later by the use of his influence and his pen he did 
much to have the Constitution of our young Naticm swcessfully 
adopted. He held high offices in Delaware as well as in Pennsyl- 
vanie and today hundreds of graduates of Dickinson College, which 
was named in his honor, revere his memoryand would be particularly 
Interested in seeing his home preserved as a national shrine*

': ■•'V.
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#i^te

I want to point out in particular that of the many historic 
sites throughout the country which have been preserved by the Na­
tional Park Service, no attention or recognition has been given to 
those of Delaware. A decision to preserve the John Dickinscaa House 
by the National Park Service will be looked upon with great favor 
by the people of my State* I earnestly trust that you will agree 
with me in this regard*
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Sincerely yours,

J* Allen Freer, Jr.
" 1 J'..r. .
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Mr. Newton B. Drury, Director 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Interior Building 
Washington, D. C.

■■ pi' si': If - / ;3|,p^::

27 JmuMy ISSO, . ¥, _ ;

J-.il 1. A^.■ '1-41':'l^v

v;--;

;V,;-:-^ I, m 
111 #■"■■/?*:

Dear Mr, Druryi

■■vl;---'

': 111' "i 'i' -'i', 
r ■ •i'r te.-
ii-.;

I am enclosing for your attention an illustrated brochure and 
a letter to me from the State Archivist and Director, Delaware State 
Museum of the State of Delaware, Mr. Leon de Valinger, Jr. Its contents 
are self-e3q»lanatory and are being forwarded to you at the suggestion 
of Mr. Bonald F. Lee, the Chief Historian of the National Park Service.

i-'i .
■i.

I am intensely interested in having the National Park Service 
preserve the John Dickinson House as a historic shrine. The enclosed 
information about Dickinson was prepared by Dr. John R. Powell, his official 
biographer.

'iflV-

AM
HI

if''..

A number of people are very much interested in anything connected 
with John Dickinson as ho was one of the great men of the Revolution. As 
the "Penman of the Resolution" his eminence was recognized not only in 
Delaware and Pennsylvania but throughout the Colonies. Later by the use 
of his Influence and his pen ho did much to have the Constitution of our 
young Nation successfully adopted. He held high offieea in Delaware as 
well as Pennsylvania and today hundreds of graduates of Dickinson College, 
Triiich was named in his honor, revere his memory and would be particularly 
interested in seeing his home preserved as a national shrine.

■14
>■■ ■■■.

The John Dickinson house, where he was raised as a boy and spent 
much of his time while in Dover, is very conveniently located on the Kitts- 
Hummock itoad (State Route 9) Just a few hundred feet off U, S. 113 southeast 
of Dover. Ihis location is very convenient for tourists visiting Delaware 
or to the increased ramber of motorists using the Ocean Highway going, or 
coming from the North, to Florida, in addition to being easily accessible, the 
house is an excellent mxample of the large brick mansion type of Keaat County, 
Delaware, idiich is rapidly disappearing.

’'jv':

After exaintning the list of sites under the cnistody of the 
Secretary of the Interior through the National Park Service, it is my 
feeling that the John Dickinson house certainly deserves inclusion in 
such a list. I believe also that of the many historic sites throughout
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y- the country, iriiich hare been'• preserved by the National Park Service,■ no' - '---s'-

ilf ^ attention or recognition has been given to those of Delaware, If yon
^^ [ desire, I will be happy to discuss this matter further with you.

'ft: f ''M-
For your InformaUon, I have also written the Secretary of .; vw , -

j^terioi* asking his consideration in the matter of preserving the ’ ~
John Dickinson house, • '"v,

• - -.XJ. , -1

Sincerely yours. 'I5 '., ' '• ’-li

’•'■ '..jyi,r:‘ f ■

“J. .

... .^.v ..
/w/ - Allen Frear, Jr. rfm
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*' '?^V ' «»»ton B. Drury, Director-
' i-A .W»tion»l Park Senrle*

.r'«h'L.a- J.-.;

^fE 'Marth 19SO ^ V

. ... -•=’''

^fe:'":1^|f.fi,'':V''';D*p«rtra«nt of tho ^torior 
'j;',.» ^“-' ,C.IPashington, D. C«

3-
Doar *^r. Druryi

.' ■ •;.»•!' .* :.. ■/' ■■: I hiTO roooived your lettor of %reh 8, with further
; 'ft., ^

fk r.

s"

>-V-,nm-:
'mmmmreference to the propoeed preeenratioa of the Joha Dlekincim Ho\Mek«: 

It would be eppreeieted if you eould confirm the April 18th date^ ^
for the meting of the Board, as 1 have already ecmsunieated with 
Mr* da Talinger, and he will be happy to eosie to Hashiagton to 
appear before the eonmittee.

iUr^s 1 agree with you that it is a desirable policy to 
encourage the states to preserve historic sites whenever possible, 

en organisation to carry out such an ttndertaking 
v/ ^ IJelaware does not exist* Further, in our state, we do not hare

’-‘■ft

:&Mma'%

a Kational Shrine up to the present time .

Tou may be intarested to know that a nuaber of reputable 
citisens in the state are taking an inereased interest in the

. - ...:'k-^

' John Dickinson House and are hopeful that favorable action my be

^#1 t ■
'ft

forthcoming. I should like to assure you again of my great interest ftli 
in this project and of my desire to be of whatever aid I ^en in 
furthering its eoceptanoe by the Natiorml Park Service.

^'c J'Va

3ft

Kindest regards.
ft V ',
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March 30, 1950

Memorandumt

To* Chief Historian

From* Chief Arohiteot

Subject* John Dickinson House, Dover, Delaiiare.

We have very little infomation on the above structure, 
-vdiioh, I understand, is scheduled for consideration as a National 
Historic Site at the April meeting of the Advisory Board.

In tha Historic American Building Survey the district 
officer for Delaware had given it a low priority and recommended 
photographing only. It is described as a typical mid-eighteenth 
century dwelling of the manor type, with two early-ninateenth 
century additions.

There are no outstsuading architectural characteristics 
or even well preserved features which would Justify its designation 
as of National significance.

This structure should be placed in the category for 
preservation and operation by the local government or by some 
historical organisation interested in exhibiting the house to the 
public.

---- -

Dick Sutton 
Chief Arohiteot

♦
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a«*idi*nt Arohltaot 

Tislt to Joha Qiokinsoa Hoo«o

-f t#:,, ..'f-.;;
hV; . . •; . •;.■•>;

-.fxi. V . . , '■'

, -If#
vJW ,

' ■ ,•

■■■«•■&. 5f ,S;-f ff

.f-f :;*i|-r-

1« I waa lirvltad to aoeomjpany Mr* Barold D* Sberlaia and 
Or* Ril«^ oa a via It to tha Qielci&s<« Houao in tho eooatiy 
QMu* Ooror* Dolavraro tuaday* j|pril SSrd. Or* Klloy had td 
daellna booa\i0« of othar prasaln^ dutlaa dut I want alon|* 
Mr* Ralph Iraklaa aeooapanlad ua*

i;

'■■ .

if-fe!,:R>-Wa:r§p?S

took luaoh altli Mra. Hanry Bldgaly-at'Ootar and rltitad 'V 
tha Oiokiaaoa liauaa with Mr, Laoa ddfaliagar, Jr*, Stata .u v. ^
ArohiTiat* Aftaraarda «a rialtad tha Arohlwaa baildlng and 
aaw aonta Tory intaraatiag Itataa*

f-

S* tha Blokiasoa houaa ia a two-atory gahla<Hiad houaa with 
two hrlok additiona at oaa and* fha front la of Flaaiah 
bond with glasod haadarat tha roar of Sacliah bead* Oaa 
and la antiraly plaatarad, tha othar largaly oanoaalad 
by additiona* tha original aaia aoraioa ia mlaalng and it 
aaoBWd llkaly that Mia roof waa venrartad from a hippad ^rpa 
to tha praaent gablad type, thara ia a oartain aaMnint of 
old woodwork in «ia hauaai It appaarad, ta ba ratear lata in 
pariod* Mr* datdlingar aantionad that thara had boon a flra
about 1790, POrhapt aoat of tha li*arior dataa fTan that tiaa* ^

d* tha trip waa not prapaaad^ to aw as an offieial oaa but 1 , 
wao oaireful not to aiaka OBy aamltaonta* ilhon aakod ay 
opinion of tho houaa I awraly raatarkod that thara taeawd t# 
ba quita a faw i^nff^a fr<m tha original aondition*

.'■■S’ivf,

■ • 'U- V '
■' ii,if

, '-.V " *V; ■ ■ '■' Ji •■ .. 3. ..

eharlaa S* Potaraott 
lasidant Aro^ta^

f.

'■iV®w
4:

■ ‘Vi .v;.'.. .■
r 'V‘

vf
v’r'‘ V' ^ f ',5 ffig

i if- Vf ' ■'''F''' -ii'I ■'

if :g%iFs: -f g

: - fi' :f,.:: :fiff vf■ ’t; |ifi'i#.
■ . , . ,•.; . i. -- ■ ■ '*f

f i J f f iifftif; iiiSiilf i -4.

if .■£:•■ •^5'.

e ;>#■> ■ i''•
■iis"-'.'

-iC- - i
'fi.' ■;,; ;■ J ?.

’ii''

s'iii’':
».*■

i.'i ■f-fs-f . J '

. i,,r...« ....
■XP-i:

' • ..sj. =.i ii‘ ifjSi/,vi'g'i'.;'iii .i' ii f‘4^;.



, -i-a
V-.

V '■%■■•
i'SjT-V.'.'. .

:r

’"7«

. ' . ■ - -■-■\ '• • -• -’• •'

\ UNITED STATES la r»pl7
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

j NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
/ WASHINGTON 25. D. C.
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■v-» -■"•

Hon* J. Alien Frear^ Jr. 
Uinited States Senate 
ludiington 2^, D. C.

MAY -

Hljr dear Senator freart

'•7-; ■ 'W'7 f ̂

.'W:: :..;:!.'.'r-

<r-i

i,v ■7-^;

X have received your letters of April 19 and April 27 
ooncemijig the ccmolnslon reached by the Advisory Board on Na­
tional Farks, Historic Sites^ Buildings and Ubrnnents, at its 
recent tteetlng. In regard to the preservaticm of the John Bleklneon 
House hear Dover, Delaeare, as a national historical area.

7H#;|

>r:P7?S
.f#.. . ■■y . ,

'^VU/r ■

X have also read with interest the resoluticm adopted by 
the Id-ckinson Glub of Delaivare enclosed with your letter of April 
27 and have been infensed that Mr. Kelly, your Adalnistrative 
Assistant, as sell as Ur. Lecm DeTalinger, State Archivist of Dela- 
sare, aade an effective presentation regarding the Mokinson House 
during their appearance before the Advisory Board on April 18,
Dr. isldo 0. Island, retiring Chaiman of the Board, has also asked 
aw to convey to you the Board’s appreciation for your thou^tful- 
ness in asking Messrs. Kelly and DeVallnger to present your vievs 
end those of the mveral groups of cltlsens at Dover concerning 
the John Dickinson House.

■j‘7:

, '
. ..
:,v

'f-:

The resoluticm adopted by the Advisory Board regarding 
the Dlokinson House is now before Secretazy Chapman and as soon as 
he gives his app:'oval, I shall be glad to advise you.

t #

"'I*, i',';.

..............

Slnoerely yours.
•ii

-..v:, =-«rf*'5"vrtMm
Sg#=-47'.,f . ■?#
7P:v. 7“’ri:i7. ,v, ‘-7: ■" '

;wr: ■7

A. E. OsBwnqr 
Acting Director

?>7.rp;'7#'Bdpy tot Begional Director, Region Ghe
■v>; s.;;'

r-&,
i:r.'.'.-.^,■".,7-7

iff:-

Ur. Wlrth 
Recreational Flaiming Diviaion 
Histozy Division 
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Yotar l«6tsr ot fiajr -88' t» Mr* eiufcr5L»«'A*' tiifeiqr. (MtiiPliistilsi 
„..,%!»■ pM«mU«3r «**t tiMi
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JNr. MidMjr adaians ns ^hat hm a^fraoiatsd Hsi iqppMrttinity 
nf swntine and acMPkSng ni«i ynu In raaswlt ymtw in ragard t® -feUs'' ^ 
.'Btata yaffle inO'grte «f 'Balnnaffa-* W« ala« ai^pwslata ynar SKprsssisn 
•f isdsarwt 1w hin M»oamiag tha aaad fi«r -Msa praaar-vatiaa of tha 
d<dm dlsikiiMton Hmiaa« As you yavhi^s knowa ttaraui^ amffigsBii.««feo 
aada hy Banator J* iHsn iraar, Jr*« Hm a^^orlhini'ty nas affhrdad 
On A;^il 18 for Ihr* Loan 0o1al.iai»ar# Sl»%a Ars&lidot of •ealaaara# 
to apyaar hafOra tha Sighemasittaa sn Hlstorioal l^hl«Bs of tha 
Mvisoyy Board on BOtisnal Aarks, Itlatario BItaa* BuHdlngs and 
yammontf in support of tha proposai for tha fOdaffai Oorsatoaont 
to assist tdLth the prm»rmM.m of'tdits atruatuffa* ■IhUoarlne Mr*- t 
■PiYalis^*ar'*s halpfhl prasoatation^ tha .SnhaanBlttaa raaonnoitdad
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the rasolutien* liiA^ the tard adoptad on ^pstl I9«
imd hMjA Baoratary Ohapnan 'has apprasadi

44'- •' ■••/‘r-’:.-A. •a«■ W'V.',3l ;-■
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”»^Ired. that ths Advisory Board ■fully ■raeapiltaa 
the hlslori'eai tsfortw^a of doha Btshinsan* It haa- 
cnurafully eoasldarad the posltisn of tha atmatura near 
Bavar mmng tha saaaral other Iwasss of •• hda
Mrthplaoa In Maryland* his residsiuia in Philadalphla* 
aM in lilnlagtHni* na langar alciatini;* Aftar dalih«r» 
ation tha Beard daaa not faOl it aan aanaidar hla house 
near Boasr (his bayheod htsas* and oaoaalenal latssr 
tasidmoa) to ha af national tigyifiaaiiaa* idthar la 
ralatissi.te hin Oaraar* ar War ita oan ardiltaotiiral 
Morlt* It aoeannda to tha- state af Dolaaara the ..do* , .. 
alrahllity af organisation* holdt puhlio and priamta* 
for the prasermMim of thio and ethar aaoiant amsunaafii

m&±mm
- > '4^'

'a ; - ..::4;€A-.: :4;&44=-i5,,A,J?:r-
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that .hasa high ai®*lflaanaa for tha Stata and paople a# ’
■lanloaara*’' ■ ■ -■4.-:;>:;A4v¥^''^44vf
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:r>i %. l&HtMNi oirwuynitiiaMSf ««>i@ni« Itmt th» nurle
p%. S«r«l«« «iU not be iiblo to |nr%l«!^gttt« notify in fTMermtiaB
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W-S’*-:®

•f ‘tiui ^obn MokinMn Howf, oxaeit In an ndliri«»iy •npnollQr* lEbirtn^; 
reMR% ^Huni, In fnet, tiie Senrioe hta been x'eeoanMidlng s»m and 
mra that loeid governamtal ageneiaa or privet# hlatoriaal asaoeiationi 
<»re fbr the najori^ of hlstorio altaa^ atMh aa ^§tm Olebinaon IkMisa, 
vdileh are a definite part of our M-ateriaal iMritagOa but the ear* of 
ahioh it wovAA miw ba poMibl# tor Ifee federal OatreniMRt to asawMi* 
BaeauM of the laoraaaiim nmibar of hiatorle aitea in jeopard^ during 
reoant yaara« i»4psd1aida of ^e raapooaiHli^ invalvadi in their 
eare« end ^e heavy finmoial burden aliea<!^ lapsed upon tha iadkiral 
Soverraaent in sadntenanoa of hiatorloal aareas. mm a part of the 
lte1d.onal Itdrk Syeton* the Servieo Ima been umblo to oonalder the at* 
•nmftion of may mm. areaa tm^as l^ey are of oitatendlng national hiav» 
tofleal aigaSlioeaoo* In the oaao of nany of the valuaMo hiaterlo 
sitea in ja^rdy^ loeal agenalea have ftrand aaaaa to aavo ikm, and 
no #iould» tharof^t lllee to aed^vo tha Adviaery Beard*a auggoetdea f 
and urge lhat the laadU^ahip In the Boeaneet to proaervo the Diobinatm 
Hoiaa ^ undarhakoQ by your Cmaniaalant vthiah ni^t fiial it poaaiblo 
to intoreat a private tayguAmm^ea^ sivmh aa the Hrianda of Old Bevor^ 
in thia propaaal*

vT.^rt

lSv'.y;f

II?'yli-ail
*: ' Jr ■ ,■«■. 'Al

¥ib regret that the aerviee oatmot be eare emMuraging in
regard to the preaervatlon of the dohn l^ahiaom Bouao« and we tin*
oeroly truat that the oW atruoture nay be aavod ihrough the go^ , ^ , -

^ I effleea ef ywur ewedeeion and tdie eonoorted efftart ^ loeal
Ml O^ammlty* ;?sySfewA?:Vii-' fj

SinoM^ely yenurai ..........a
M '.
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Z kev* renr »f Hijr U iMMiMr&lim the r«M»hxiloA aAepiti'V^ AiJlMry ioeri iR I«U«^ PAtki. IlatfHe Siltft, /‘-‘'fWj
BttUdiaca ead Keawawit* «t lt« M««at RMtlog In ra«e«d t« tlm ^paptaal
%• praserr* tka daka kleldaaaa leaaa mtrnr Iteaar, Balaaara, aa a iMttiaRal 
klatarieal araa. '' /a.*'

.3'l;3. ,.,

, •
,...3.

X aiQiraelala jraor Aaap iRlaraal la Ike paraeanratlaa af Ikia 
slroefara aad kaae ka«R adTiaed Ikat lhroo«|i f«u avtaa«Miaala vara 
■ade for Mr« Kail/, year Adalalslratlva dtalalaal, aad Mr* Z«aa 
SaTallai^r, Stele Arehiviat of Balavara, to appear kafora Itaa Mriaary 
Maard*a Sakoaaalttaa ea Biatarlaal PreUam aa April 18 la a«^port af 
the prepeaal la aera the Sleiclaaaa Baaaa. X hare baaa laforaad that 
the preaaatatloa af these <aatleaaa vas rarr halpfol la the Adrlearjr 
Baerd la Its dallberatlaaa raflardlag the alaalfleaace af this stmetura* 
After i^sldaaatloa kgr the SalKMMalttae* It raeasaMadf^ the fallawlac 
rasalatlwat vklah the Baaed adapted oa AprU 19 as^ which apaa 
raaeaacaAatloa af the Blreatar af the Batlaael Parle Sarvloe, I Itera 
auheaauantly apprarads

, t:
■■ ‘'■X-S

A.

'mM

■Baael’rad. that the Adrisaxy Beard fallp raaagalsaa the 
hlatarloBl lapartaaae af daha PleklaBaa. It has oarafall/ 
eaaaldarad the paaltiaa of the stmatara aaar Barer aaaag 
the eereral other hoaaa of BiehlBaaa •«> Ms hlrthplaae la 
Maryland, hit raaldsaaa la Philadelphia, aad la MUaiactaa, 
mo longer misting* After dellheratian the Beard does not 
tool It can aansldar hla honee near Borer (his haphood haae, 
end aaeaslanal later rasidenae) to he of actional alcalfleanoe, 
either In relation to his e>iraar, or far its awn architectural 
aarlt. Xt eoanenda to the State of Belavara the dasirahllltr 
of ortpinlsatlon, both pnblla aad prlrata, for the preserratlaa 
of this and other analaat aanuMiita that h?.re high alsnlfioanoe 
far the State aad people of Belaware.”

■ ''-Nv-

mm'M
: :XM^ 4

Mm

, .. :

fhere la a growing awbar of worthwhile praserratioa projocta 
whl<Ms it has not bam possible for the Batlonal H.rk t^erriae to assist

S'"
s

4: I*'■ V.'

34:S^'4:

' Vl
araept In an adrisoiy mpaolty. the proasaraa af the building boon, the <►- 
rapid growth of population, ant? the spread of aaiasarelnl and Industrial ; g 
derelopnonts hsra Jaapardlted the proB^rration af nany Interesting hla* 
tarle lanamrks. partlenlarly in recent yaara* Zn the past 18 nan^, . -
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tkD ffi»ti««a ^rrl©« h»« MlMit l« U% t«siU(«l« we^m^
•mtiMi I»«1«AIkis » In Uw tw« Vi UglsU%im.
Hmmv vt Hm itNPlla^# *i iww»it* «•* ^ b©©»ir ftiMMl^v 
tiiitn tlfvir npe« ’MftVttI imvmmmt to to* ntttotoMM*
tAl inv«l«pMiil #f ©itiNi#’ • 3»r% ef %l» i»ltomd fi«fk %•%€%
It tot totn to^tititoilr AUrtonlt to vmmm mw tMl^itont.

^>>.4
■' ■' ■ '-M

rtomt fwt« tto tottoatl *tam tot totn wmm
'mMm mm m& mm tott tottl fttmanitotol ftHtotot »f pritoto ft«»«-^ 
tliittont ttto tor ®a«r vf ttett tltto. rlilto sm «f tototott tltolto^ 
tsiMt M * ftto mt tottortoia lMi^to«t, tto tto tim «f wtor^ II
«Ma4 to rtir tolltolr Itot tto ftottyOl tofitoittot t«al4 ptotlllr MtMto«

' to .mm «f ttoto <»it«t» Itea Mwotot tort trnm wtto m mmm to 
tt^lt tto rti^ttolUto tor tto pmw^ratlto «f tto tltot* 1 «tot|&»

■■^ -'4
%M.

ttorttortf llto to rttontt tot torltrrr totr*’® m— wwm^ •■««» wp«. »««..
tto pr#»#nfi»tl«i «f lilt mmrnmrn toiMt to ttomrtoltoi to ^toto *r ittol 
l^ivuMMita to to prlrtto niBtottoto »totoi»tltot, »t
ito m«to« «f 1'toto. itoia4 It pvtot pRMtitoiit tt i&tortot Mir

;W

' ^ - tiMili rnmmtm to itotototl^t ill tolt ptojtot, tto tottoma Strrlto
7 mi to to mOm to •pprn?r4ftto r«toMMitotir«t totlt

> . torltwr ttrritot, tetoito iMi Itoito rlU to»ll*

f9»

.3■...,|

M

mI rtpwt ttot I mim% to tor* toetorMUmi *toiit totlrt fmvmX 
yttoteifnilto to tto itotot »t tto 'toto mMmm ItoM, tto I mvi to 

Pp fwi fto tto ptrtoiii4 ttot tto tfftrl mi m tore toraltd tttoto^^m ^Pti^l to tr tltoanto ms ftr fftMtote< It to tot ^ 
t _ AtolS^ toato tor lit ttfMlimrtltto I it llto* ^1 «» Itlertelltg

tiitotoft air ^
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Atfittimt DIrtotor wirtli *
totrtatlooal fUimtag: SlTlaloa * *
filtlorr Dlrtti« * •
Mr. T«a« (Attottod) » t
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Ky 4tsr Mr. Smrwimryt
TIm Aetliie Dli««tar of Oho VaUenoX Pork S^oloo oiMoo* ■'-^ {' ' ^:-:k
m t)At A rMoIutitn «topt«d "by tht MwiBoey BmrA m 
1%tl«mAl Fwrka, RUtorlo Slt«t, Bttildingt md UaawMntRi* 
vith r«f»r«no« to tho John SiidElBalon Hoimhi la DolowAWia 
io nanr amitlag yonr Approml# '" ' '.....
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I m not «Muro of ohot noonamdatioa Urn CoBHittoo mdo« 
but I Aoottro 3foo lliAt %• yroBormtian of tho 4<am Dieklnoen 
B«mo la «ao of ng^ OtMiMOhoit oihjootliroa* Popular support 
fMT «to rostorotifln of ttlo Boom 1b uidooprood, and I an 
dMiroiia of delag opwryl^iBi pcuiaiblo to aooura its i^ppreaul 
hy tho DoparlHiant of tto latorliur* I «n la hopoa that pour 
earofViX jud^ant alU load you to tho aoM aaaalualaiia ahioh 
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MfMm, fast m% ifei* pm$m% h»» a»t tmm 
lyinaw I2m> at ymr . I)li«(ii«r &emy «oWi .'

•ttMV «f «Mi INiip«iHMtiat liav« 4iii.«iun»i. «^it; piitw ir?tfe jfir,
feUy «r ymat afflM, »iwi J hma r»(}ii(«»t»4 IMt m amUm ba ukm
m mr U%tar of Mp $ U |ip n»m furMpi* o«ot«i4i»it&<m opt b$ 
0.am ba mia matimtM

wim of fame lo%t«r, ot «qi

, 'W-, ^

... ,' „

|S--te
Jon44o-of.tlil. fbfmamt MO timimm
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Ito fo4ov4o r«a«tl^-to par^a, iaolorio.,o.ltoo# «nd MUftiisj-:* lai. 
you**' It i« tlw pfOlt«lE»ii^-fioir of tM Nktioiiiil
loo-, to Pitofe I Monior, that ii« »oo% tetoecoollof aa«f
loipnoiit of Motor 10 oitM am bMloipp In Itelooori to 
thot oltMUol la ^ %em at laam tkoUo,

, , Miaifloioit hiotooy,. imn»§ bam arnaamm^.mmlmt Itm Ham ' 
ai SModoa. IPSaom^/tcoot irttolA ma- the Uiiltwi' Stoteo, 'tho sri4».. 

oteUlral «909«riitioo of. iho-oltionBw of oonsaiiity ««d 
. .'BMowowi ma f*i«atiwt: la tho syrootmUoa of » aabaUBttml mmbar 
.:A .af Motorio ood ovPiiPvtuxAl'pammKtiio la .ie» QaaUa alatmlf .
I -0mx^ Sm a am^t oolt wpoifiaO dtNpa mad mr'mt itpamema^
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, boo aot pmmtad oatlenol blotorio cnio:'
la a&m oiuwstiasao boooMo in 4o aot %lih to .oemnwoii' oo loool
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09PW0* irom moob-ov^ mvmm w«Vir«v w .JrVwHiJl«n«« tft Mtoh loattiofio mliat bo ooootrwa mm iatorforocieo la lo^

Itffalro. iotootMlotfo, it lo oar iroooat oplaioii Ihot If iJoUinro 
A;lo .to-how ft unit ia tbo tmtk: $fatm, mmm t^propriau ■ '.■vr-AKAArV'S
»i»#^orlar le the bOftrt of. blotarle 'bow a*ott« inul*l .In tbo mm% ' /■■"rvv.rrVA 
.-•-OOttftMft looftiim ia the state. 1* aro »mm tMt tho' Mtloono*<»uwiM.wn *M \am w» ftw «»»re iaat» mm Cittoftno ' 'Aa'A-'V./'
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mtM bt tttteiitlMi Iht ftMwX OwiBBwittt ti aitifitaAl
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K . . / " , '«*• feiWiXitt U tilt matrn m l'i»liw«f«, mam m Im ,
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' ■ I ifwitl# a||ivitt*«t jraar tt Hit MiiptUtst
^ It tliia Jm%%mtrn t% AfiMwrs to ao ttet tiia iwatt ata# «l4^$ wall bo foo
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" -- AAAyAAyMiliA:
It I* with •«»• rttlaottidt* with a.^liag of «flfaiid*rtlhU

Ci“ •,'o•

iti^imO^r that I «ddr««8 jrou am m oubjoet of inrossls^ latoroat t« tb* .
fW0|>Xo of Bolwrorw* '" W'V.......ift; A'<

S<HMtlRO Offo I ooHouaiMtod with tho istioiMl Pork Sorriof vj
•■kias: that It giww oeaoidwrotion to tho prooonrotloa of a hla- 
tcrieal iaaa«ioo as a liMonal ShriBS* Iho struoturo is th* Jobs 
Dlokiasoa Heass asar Iknror* aad was ths )Mns of ths groat Hows* 
latiooary flgwrs* k hiatorjr of ths Joha Slekiasoa Mansioa« to» 
gothor with ths o«sqHllling i^aseas for sooktng Its rostoratloB« 
was prosentod to tho latlonal Park Ssnrloo by apprepriato rojp- 
rosoatatlvos fro« wy stats sobm wooks ago. Prior to that* a 
largo and diatiaguishod group of Dolawaroaas* hsadod by His 
Ixoollraey Oororaor HIbort S, Carrol* had ooTsauuioatod with as 
soliciting support for tho projoot. Howowor* la aaswor to a 
rooont tolophoaa laqulrp to SMrotary Chapsum* I was adriaod 
by Isttor that th« propoaal had booa ro^ootod.

^1- V
' "If . 

Am'mm'4'* ,y;f

\4. ^
Dolawaro* Mr* IVoaldoat* hat no Matlwal Shriao whatso*

mw* As tho First Stato of tho Unloa* and was stoopod la 
historleal traditlcm* I fool aost atroagly that it aarlta 
roeognitioa of thia typ«. 1 »w aost hssltant to lafora ^o 
sooros of porsoas who hawo ooaauaioat^ with as that thoro 
la to bo ao opportunity for tho ostabllshasnt of tho Joha 
idfddaooa douso aa aa adjunet of tho Hational PartK Sonrieo.
I am* thoroforo* taking yoiur aa«iataaao to soo if b<»bs way •anaot bo found to havo tho Fadsral Oorornaoat aako roeo^<» 
tioa of tho John Diokiasco. lUnioo poosiblo.
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ftf-vDEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
. B ;• NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

. '?■• ' '. .4 ' '* "^ Washington 25, D. C. _%

:■ ■■ ■ !■ -V-, '■,,
'' •§“'....................

, IfeBorandum

\ .v.H*

’A:^0C*
To:

Promt

Regional Direotor, Region Ctae 

Assistant Director Wirth

S|fl22 »'%

‘ * ' ; , A r

Subject: Field investigation of the John Dic^nson House, ^ ^1»"“SabBPt*-

W^.,sK>\

... . .

The enclosed correspondence is self-explanatory. It is re­
quested that you arrange to have a field Investigation made of the 
John Dickinson House at Dover, Delaware. It is hoped that l^is in­
vestigation can be ccanpleted prior to the next meeting of the Advisory 
Board which is now scheduled to be held in Washington on November 2-3.

■KV'■" •■'^.’44

I"'" ■ V],- '■ ‘

'. TSJT.'.
: . ■:■." .'>r '■

. sS'.'

It is suggested that the person or persons making this in­
vestigation call first on Mr. De Valenger, State Archivist of Delaware, 
who will be able to put oxiT representatives in touch with all persons 
whom they should see while conducting this study. Please let this

.. -W-

^ mi

>'‘f-V*’

■ M'

Office know as soon as this study is scheduled so that Senator Frear's office
may be advised.

' ' •• • ..-'V-'t "'-t "
4'-‘.
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Attachments 2 

Copy tot History Divisioa 
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(SGD) CONRAD WIRTH
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The Honorable Osc^r L« Chmpaan

mSx’ "y *' ;:;y
swua

Secretary of the Interior Z. . '
Department of the, Dhterior ■' la^ing,ton 25, D. ,C. ' ''' .€ '■ ’■■

Dear Secretary Chapmant
^isiiae

Following receipt of your August 3rd letter regarding my interest la
• « ■. « __ _n ^ O — » ^jy A ^Vk m4 m a 4 vt wi w

.s#y||‘ii
:MS-

^ WXJUWff VMb jr W»A* MM^V»K7 V v«. «• — ——’O  -------------- ------ — -  —

the establishment by the National Park Service of an historic shrine in my .
state, I discussed the matter in detail with a number of interested persons, 
many of whom are distingtiished and honored citizens of the First State.
It was agreed that, though the establishmoit of a site in the community of ’ <
Hew Castle would be highly desirable, the Consensus of opinion still favors 
the restoration and preservation of the John Dickinson House•

]fy reasons for seeking recognition of this project are set forth in 
earlier communications, including an illustrated brochure which is now in 
the hands of the Director of the National Park Service. Since receiving 
your letter, I have assembled statistics showing the number of pirojects 
and the cost to the Federal Government of maintaining them throughout the 
United States. This infoimation convinces me more than ever that Delaware 
ri^tfuUy deserves fully appropriate recognition of this type.

... :-'vf

M
Perhaps it would be desirable for ms to forward to you the names of . „

some of the many persons from Qalaware and other states who have comimmlcated^ ^ ^ 
with me urging that the John Dickinson mansion be^ preserved. This list Is S ' 
immediately available if you desire.

It is my feeling that additional consideration be given by the National
mm M _Al—   ^ T\JI -m^ M AM ITAMa* A '

-"9
Park Service on the feasibility of taking over the John Dickinson Rouse and
preserving it in a manner consistent idth its historic value.

y■4:

I will be happy to receive your added visfws as soon as convenient.

Sincerely, yours, ■ " ‘ "^'V;

-

Kindest regards.

•!#L. , '■' • V, ■' 1,. J'. ' ''-'OT.. 'm ''•'i
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

L58 WASO

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
0”. REGION ONE

RICHMOND. Virginia

October 11, 1950

Mcnorandum

To: The Dlreetor

Front Beglonal Historian

Subject: Field luTestigation of the John Dickineon House

I ai^eeiate reeeiring the naberlal fron your files 

relating to the John Dickinson House near Dorer, Delaware, which

was forwarded by Acting Assistant Director Franks's sMmoraadtB 

of October 6.

As requested, the naterial is being re tuned to you.

Iteg^l llstorlin'

Attaohmeats-3
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Projaot Maoftgtr
Resident Architect ^ •

Visit to John Dickinson House
' ,..'v '■'-.y "-;,v y

.te?y i .V...?v:i§
‘ K.l

m
' ■■■y

1. I «as invited to accospany Mr, Harold D, Eberlein and ^ _,Dr* Riley-on a visit to the Dickinson House In the countryj;;;;^|:f^|';:;:'-:^|?^y 
near Dover, Delaware Sundiy, April 23rd. Dr. Biley had
decline because of other pressing duties but I went along* 
i^.‘Ralph Rrskine accompanied us. . _

2, We took lunch with Mrs. Henry Ridgely at Dover and visited y> , f^ **
the Dickinson house irlth %• Deon deVallnger, Jr., State
Archivist. Afterwards we vidlted the Archives building and t ^ ^
saw some very interesting items. .-■

3, The Dickinson house Isa two-story pable-erai house with 
two brick additions at one end. The front is of Flemish 
bond with glazed headers i the rear of English boiKl. 0ns 
end is entirely plastered, the other largely concealed 
by additions. The original main comice is missing and It 
seemed likely that the roof was converted froa a hipped type 
to the present gabled type. There is a certain amount of 
old woodwork in the house; it appeared to be rather late in 
period. 1/h*. deValinger mentioned that there had been a fire 
about 1790, Perhaps mwit of the interior dates from that time*

4 i »

4. The trip was not proposed to me as an official one but I 
was careful not to make any comiBi'Uients, When asked my
opinion of the house I merely remaxiced that there seemed.to :r
be quite a few changes from the original condition*

' •’ A ’V .. V4

(4. ' ■V’

.i-:
.Charles E. Peterson
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■fflE JOHN DICKINSON HOUSE

Kent County, Delaware 

Historic Sites Survey Report

by Roy E. Appleman 
October 31, ,1950

I visited the John Dickinson House on Sunday afternoon, 
October 22, and again the ne t day, October 23. On October 23, I 
was accompanied by iir. Leon de Valin^jer, Jr., Delaware State Archi­
vist, at vhiich time we saw the interior of tne house. Later in the 
day, we had luncheon with ars. Henrj’’ Ridgelj' at her home in Dover 
and discussed uhe house and wh-.t might be done with it. Mr. Kelly, 
administrative assistance to Jenator Frear, called from Vjashington
and advised me of Senator Frear's interest in the house. The com­
ments made in the body of the report below are based upon informa­
tion obtained by personal insjf qction of the house and grounds and 
various printed sources consulted on John Dickinson's career.

Name of Site; John Dickitison House, sometimes called Kingston-
Upon-hull.

Location; Kent County, Delaware, 5s miles southeast of Dover and 
a few hundred yards off U. S. Highway 113 just beyond intersec­
tion of U. S. Highway 113 vath Delaware State Route 9 (The 
Kitts-Kummock). The house is reached from the hardsurfaced 
state road by a dirt lane, 3/l0 mile long. The house is located
on the flat coastal plain that characterizes tlrds part of 
Delaware.

John Dickinson House: The original house was built by Samuel
Dickinson, father of John, in 174D. The front o^* the main, east 
wing is of Flemish bond Tdth glazed headers brickvrork. The rear 
of this main wing is of English bond. The original, main cor­
nice is missing, and the east end v/all is entirely plastered 
over with a concrete plaster. The west gable end has been 
repaired in common bond. Tlie midrile wing has both Flemish and 
common bond brickvKDrk. The v;est end wing is of common bond.

The building was photographed, but not measured, in the 
Historic American Buildings Survey of the 1930's. Mr. de Valinger^



who was a civilian advisor for the Historic American Buildings 
Survey in Delaware at the time, ej^lained to me that practically 
all of the architects in the state were in and around Jilmington, 
that the Survey had very little money for travel, and that, 
accordingly, very little measuring of houses was done down state, 
including the Dover area.

The house ai-pears to have no special architectural merit, 
Photographs attached to this report show the ;iiain features of 
the present structure.

Grounds and Outbuildings surrounding the House; Large cornfields 
now complttely surround the John Dickinson House. There are no 
formal grounds to the house as the fields encroach immediately 
on the house, barn, and outbuilding group. There is a picket 
fence enclosing a savall yard at thc: front end v/est side of the 
house. I counted ten outbuildings to the east of the house and 
three to the west, making thirteen in all. Those to the oast 
include a large bam, a corn crib, a vehicle shed, a storage 
building, outside privy, a concrete milk house, and another 
small concrete structure of undetermined use. The buildings to 
the west of the house arc a little farthi r away and include one- 
vehicle shed and two small wood shacks. The barn held a consid­
erable ouantity of baled hay. A few pieces of fanii eq-uipment 
lay scattered around the yard.

I understand from conversation with the tenant farmer 
that there is still evidence of the large slave burial ground 
to the south of the house near Jones' Creek. It has been 
stated that about I4.O plantation slaves are buried here. This 
burial ground is several hundred yards, perhaps l/3 to l/2 a 
mile, from the house, cjid is near a long lane, part of which 
is still in use as a farm lane leading from the house south­
ward to an old landing on Jones' Creek. There is no remaining 
evidence of the slave quarters, although they must ha.ve been 
extensive at one- time, nor was I able to determine their loca­
tion .

Owner i The present ow.er of the Joirin Dickinson House and sur­
rounding grounds is i‘:r. H. Calrton Draper of id-lton, Delaware.
I was informed by i»ir. de Valinj^er that lo*. Draper purcha.sed the 
house in the autumn of last year, presumably September or 
October, 1949. iir. Draper bought the- property for the land 
acreage and v;as not interested in the house. He is engaged in
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the canning business, is a business man, and vd-ll not consider 
giving the house to an organization, but he will sell it at a 
reasonable price. He wants to reiilize enough from the sale to 
build a three-bedroom farm tenant house and to move the barn 
and certain farm outbuildings.

Value of House; Mr. Draper bought the house last year from a Mr.
Moore. A Judge Terry had become interested in the old Dickin­
son house and had formulated tentative plans for the purchase 
of the house and several surrounding acres for the purpose of 
restoring and living in the house. He had carried on negotia­
tions with Mr. Moore for tne purpose of obtaining an estimate 
of cost in acquiring ten acres of grovind and the house, ilr. 
Moore quoted him a figure of Sl5,50C for the house and ten 
acres of land. This figure was based on a cost of ^175 an acre 
for the land (',.1,500), il0,00C to build, a three-room tenant 
house to take the place of the Dickinson house in housing a 
fann tenant, and the remainder for the purpose of removing or 
building new farm outbuildings at the new tenant house ('i;)4,000). 
This figure was euoted to Judge Terry by iir. Moore in June,
1949. The cost of building a n^w tenant house and of moving 
seme of the outbuildings might be greater now; and accordingly, 
Mr. Draper, if he used the same basis for arriving at a sale 
price, might reach a somewhat higher figure. Upon the basis 
of this information, it appears that the house elth five to ten 
acres of surrounding land will cost at least 115,000 to i?l6,000.

Present Condition of House; The John Dickinson House is coirposcd 
of three ions-s all in line from east to west. The main wing is 
at the east end and a; pears to be the only pa.rt that is original. 
The two smaller vdngs on the west, stepping down in size from 
the east wing (much like the Jt. George Tucker House at 
Williamsburg) are 19th century construction, I should judge, 
from the appeartvnee of the brickwork. The end w'all of the 
smallest wing has partially fallen down as the result of bull­
dozer operations for a road around the house last year. The 
removal of earth near the west end of the house weakened the 
foimdation there to the point that it gave way. The remain­
ing part of the west, end wall is pulling away from the side 
walls and is braced by three heavy poles and braced tinkers.

In general, the house ha.s a dilapidated and deserted 
appearance. The two 19th century wings have been whitewashed 
at some time in the p.ast; and the back side of the main, or 
original, part of the house has been vMtew'ashed one or more
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times. The east end of tiie mein part of the house is completely 
plastered over with a form of concrete plaster. I do not know 
what is the condition of the brickwork underneath it. All the 
chimneys have been repaired and patched. A clearly marked line 
of rebuilt brickwork shows on the west vrall of the main part of 
the house. Many of the lights in the windows are gone. The 
little porch -'t the maj.n part of the house is obviously not 
original and is in a dilapidated condition. The steps are gone, 
and the ceiling hes fallen dovfla. The platform was covered with 
rubbish.

' It

The interior of the house was inspected very briefly 
ov/ipg to an appointment with Xirs. Ridgely. There is a full 
basement underneath the main vlng of the house. It appears to 
be dry. 'The ceiling beams appear to be reasonably sound, 
although there was evidence, I thought, of termite and post 
beetle infestation. The brick foxindation walls, as seen from 
the basement, have lost practically all of their mortar and 
need repointing badly. I did not notice any sag in the floors. 
The flooring appears to be of 19th centviry, or later, construc­
tion. The interior woodwork is very simple and vdthout much 
decoration and is covered with several coats of p'sint. I 
understand fran Hr. de Valinger there v/as a fire in the house 
in the 1790's. He told me he has seen correspondence from John 
Dickinson to the carpenter doing repair work in the house after 
the fire in which Dickinson instnicted the carpenter that the 
woodwork need not be as decorative or as ej'pensively carved as 
the original. The reason for tids instruction is obvious, since 
Mr. Dickinson was then living, and had been for a number of years, 
at vdlmington, Delaware. His house was occupied by a tenant 
farmer; and he, apparently, never cjcpected to live their s.gain 
hiii.self. Since practically all of the woodwork in the house 
has the same simple pattern, 1 infer that all of it is replace­
ment, and not the original. This matter, how/ever, will have to 
be studied carefully by an arcuitect to deternlne the point, 
riost of the doords in the main wing maj' be original. There 
are only three or four pieces of old hardware of the doors.
Ibst of it has been removed, including the lode and fixture on 
the main entrance door.

Mice were running around underneath our feet the whole 
time we were in the house. The big east end room on the main 
floor serves as a storage place for oats.
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The middle wixig of the present structure is occupied by 
a farmer tenant and his son, who appeared to be about 12 years 
old. The plaee was in a disordered and untidy condition.

The main part of the house, v;hich I assume to be the 
origin?,! part, has a wide hallv;ay running .across the v/idth of 
the structure, v/ith a large square, or nearly scuare, room on 
the east. There are two small, odd-shaped rooms on the v/est 
side of the ha.Llv/ay with a large angle chimney in the west end 
of the original v/ing. Upstairs the hallway is smrller. The 
large east end room is similar to the one on the main floor, 
with tvro s.iiall rooms on the v/est side similar to those directly 
below. One small additional room upstairs takes up part of 
vjhat is hallv/ay space on the main floor. There is a stairway 
to the attic, vMch is floored. The roof appe.ars to be in 
reasonably good condition. I noticed only one slight leak 
after a night and day of very heavy rain.

The main part of the house, i'' my assunf)tion is correct 
that only the east, large wing is originaly. does not appear 
to have a formal dining room. It is possible, of course, that 
the fire in the 1790's destroyed an original wing and that 
there was a dining room and a kitchen where the present west 
wdngs are located. Research into old insurance records and 
other documents will have to be made to determine more about 
the ejctent of the original house. Certainly i'f there is ever 
to be a restoration, historical, arcneological, and architec­
tural study v/ould have to be carried on preliminary to such 
work. The nmin wing, v.'oich appears to be origina.l, does not 
seem to satisfy all the needs of a country mansion of the 
period.

Background of the hovemaat to Preserve the Dickinson House; From 
i'ir, de Valii.ger and i-irs. Ridgely, i lea'rned the following facts 
about efforts made in past years to preserve the Dickinson 
house;

Over a period of several years, the Daughters of the 
American Revolution and other patriotic groups and individu;ils 
interested in preserving the Dickinson house have tried to 
raise the money to buy the property and to restore it, but 
have failed in this purpose. The historical societies in 
Delaware, apparently, hf.ve very little financial resources.
The State has not seen fit to undertake the project. Efforts
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ha,ve been rn?.de to interest the I>a Font famlj'-, but wr. Harry Du 
Pont, according to Mr. de Valinger vdio has talked with him on 
this and related subjects, is not vdlling to give any money for 
the purpose, as related ?bove. Judge Terry, up until a year or 
so ago, had planned to restore the house and to live in it. 
Coming down to the present then, the people in Delaware who are 
interested in saving the Dickinson house think they have 
exhausted all means of accomplishing their purpose, save appeal­
ing to the Federal Government. That they have now done. Mr. 
de Valinger pointed out that this is the first time the people 
of Delaware have appealed to the Federal Government for help 
in a historical, preservation problem.

I gained the i..pression from conversations vdth nr, de 
Valinger and Mrs. Ridgely that if the' Federal Governntint can 
assist financially in the acquisition and restoration of the 
house, the state of Delaware vrould be ;jlad to assume mainte­
nance and operation of the house for public visitation there­
after .

RESIDMvCES OF JOHD DICKIK3CN

In considering the clfdms of the Dickinson house to memo- 
rialization, it is important to detenrdne the periods and length of 
time John Dickinson lived in the house and what, if any, notable 
events transpired there. The followir^- suiimViiy is intended to 
locate John Dickinson during the main periods of hi.s life. From 
this it will then be possible to evaluate the ijaportance of the 
house in Kent County, Dclav/a.re, as a residence of John Dickinson.1/ :

1659 - Walter Dickinson, the first ancestor in iunerica of John 
Dickinson, came to Talbot County, Maryland, from the 
Lastern Shore of Virginia and established himself on a 
plantation called "Crosia-dore."

.. '..iV
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1/ This summary is based upon Charles J. Stille, Li^e and 
Times of John Dickinson. Historical oociedy of Pennsylvania 
Memoirs, XIII, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 1891.



1732 - John Dickinson was born at "Crosia-dore," November 8, 1732, 
the seond son of Samuel Dickinson (grandson of the first 
proprietor of the estate) and Mary Gadwalader.

1740 - Samuel Dickinson moved to Kent County, Delaware, and estab- 
lished himself on a 1,3CC' acre plantation. Here he built 
the house now called the "John Dickinson Hoiise,"

1750 - John Dickinson began the stuc^' of law with John noland in 
Philadelphia.

1753 - John Dickinson went to London as a student in law at x'liddle 
Te^a^le.

1757 ^ Jshn Dickinson returned to Pl-iiladelphia and began the prac­
tice of law there.

1760 - In October Dickinson wa,s elected a member of the Delaware 
Assaribly. (He was still in PhiLadelptiia at this time as 
far as I can find out. Up to the time of the Revolution, 
Delaware had the s^mie Governor as Pennsylvania, but a 
different assembly. There a^^ears to have been an exten­
sive interchange of officials between Pennsylvaraa and 
Delaware at tlriis time.) Dickinson became the speaker of 
the Delavrare Assembly.

1762 - Dickinson elected a member of the Pennsylvania Assembly 
from Philadelphia. He held the seat, apparently, until 
1765, losing it then as a result of opposing in 1764 a 
change in the proprietor government of Pennsylvania. He 
did not regain a seat in the Pennsylvania Assembly until
1770.

1771 - Again a member of the Pennsj'-lvania Assembly.

1774 - October 17, Dickinson chosen a delegate to the first Conti­
nental Congress. (He had just been elected a member of the 
Assembly in October to fill a vacancy.) The first Conti­
nental Congress adjourned October 26. Hence it appears 
that Dickinson v;as a member of the first Continental Con­
gress for about nine days.

1776 - Left Philadelphia, a^ p^.rently, some time during the first 
half of July and was vdth the irerjisylvania militia troops



at Elizabethtown, New Jersey. On the 12th of July, he wrote 
a letter stating that he m.s then in New Jersey, On 
Septeinber 26, 1776, tae convention chose Roberdeau as Briga­
dier General of the militia, superseding Dickinson. Dickin­
son thereupon resigned. He v/as not elected a member of the 
new state convention, v/hich gathered July 2 to frame a new 
state constitution. The convention ws^s revolutionary. 
Dickinson, as will be brought out later, was not in sympathy 
with the.purposes of the convention.

1776 - In November Dickinson was chosen a member from Philadelphia 
of the new state assanbly. Dickinson considered its acti­
vities illegal, and he proposed a course of action for it 
v;hich v/ould legalize it. This was not accepted by the 
assembly. Dickinson then said he would not sit in the 
assanbly, but would retire to another state v/here his ser­
vices would be better appreciated. (He meant to go to 
Delaware.) The latter part of Noveniier, he was elected by 
Delaware as one of its delegates to the Continental Congress, 
but he declined to serve v/ithout giving a reason.

On December 11 Dickinson rerinved v/ith his famil;/ from 
Philadelphia to the farm near Dover, Delaware. He moved 
from I'hiladeli hia, apparently, upon receiving inforntition 
that the British Army was approaching Philadelphia.

1779 - January 18 Dickinson was caosen a delegate to Congress from 
Delaware. He took his seat in Congress at Philadelphia on 
May 23 and served there until the autumn of that year when 
he resigned liis seat to return to his farm in Delaware.

1781 - Dickinson elected a member of the Supreme Executive Council
of Delaware and siicrtly thereafter was chosen its President 
or Governor.

1782 - Dickinson was elected a member of the State Executive Coun­
cil for Pennsylvania from the county of Philadelphia; and 
in November of the smue year he was chosen by the legisla­
ture as the President of the council. This was comparable 
be being governor of the state. Dickinson, apparently, 
returned to Philadelphia some tirae in October, 1782.

1765 - Dickinson returned to Delaware.

8
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1786 - Dickinson was a coKinissioner from Delaware to the Annapolis 
Convention, He was chosen President of this convention and 
made the report to Congress, recoirmending that a convention 
be called the next year for the framing of a new constitu­
tion .

1787 - Dickinson took a seat in the Constitutional Convention in 
Philadelphia as a delegate from Delaware.

1786-1808 - The volume on Delaware in the American Guide Series,
page 272, carries the statement that when John Dickinson's 
term as Governor of Pennsylvania expired in 1785 he "came 
home and built the largest private house in Pilmington at 
the northwest comer 'of Eighth and Market Streets." It 
would appear fron this that Dickinson moved into this house 
viiQi completed, which, apparently, was in 1785 or shortly 
thereafter. He lived in tnis house until his death in 1808.

From the foregoing it appears tint John Dickinson lived 
in the Dickinson house near Do-ver, Delaware, for a total of about 
15 or 16 years; 10 years between 1740 and 1750; about 24 years 
from December 11, 1776, to May 17, 1779, and a few months near the 
end of the year; and 2 years, 9 months from 1780 through October, 
1782. He may have lived there a period in 1785-1786 while his 
new house in wilmini^on v/as being built, I have not been able to 
ascertain any facts on this point.

The longest consecutive period John Dickinson lived in 
the house near Dover was for 10 years of his youth between 8 to 18 
years of age, I gather that he did not return to Delaware later 
in his life until he ran into political difficulties in Pennsyl­
vania arising out of opposition to signing the Declaration of 
Independence, As a result of tliis action, he became extremely 
unpopular vdth the P.evolutionary Party, which was in control of 
Congress after mid-1776. The longest and .most iirportant part of 
his political career was identified vdth Pennsylvania; and during 
this time, he lived in Philadelphia,

It is undoubtedly true that Dickinson returned to the 
place near Dover frequently on matters of farm business, but as to 
how extensive this was, I have no reliable information. Dr. John 
H. Powell of I hiladelphia, vdio is now at work on a two-volume life 
of John Dickinson, has written on this point that nearly every year

■:1
1



pip
\

i*?»»^!p*(W9«s> -'k^lfrara

John Dickinson spent seme time in his mansion house in Kent and 
devoted much time to administration of large farm holdings in the 
region.

It may be well at this point to state thcit the town house 
occupied by John Dickinson in Philadelpl:dLa before the Revolution 
was on Chestnut Street below Seventh. Apparently, he lioved into 
this house in 1774 =tnd remained there until July, 1776. It has 
long since disappeared.

John Dickinson married I'^arry horris, daughter of Isaac 
Norris, speaker of the Pennsylvania Assembly, in 1770. After his 
marriage, he settled at his father-in-law's estate, "Fairhill," 
which was one of the grand landed estates in and about Philadelphia. 
This mansion was burned by the British in 1778 when they evacuated 
Philadelphia.

The birthplace of Jehn Dickinson, "Crosia-dore," Maryland, 
was still standing in 1940, according to Maniland, a volume of the 
American Guide Series.

Dickinson's big tovoi house, built in 1785, in 'Jilmington 
vra.s torn down; and on the site, a public library was erected in 
I860. The present public library at iJilmington is at another site.

Mill': E’/I:NTS in JOHN DICKINSON'S CAREER

John Dickinsor. was 8 years old whaa his father, Samuel, 
established laimself on the plantation in Kent Coionty near Dover, 
Delaware, and became a judge and a man of same prominence. Here 
John grew up a rich planter's son and was taught by private tutor. 
In 1750, VJhen he was 18, he w^ent to Philadelphia to study law. 
After three years there, he v/ent to London v;here he studied law 
at Middle Temple. He returned to Philadelphia in 1757 and began 
the practice of law. His career, henceforth until the Declara­
tion of Independence in 1776, vas almost entirely identified with 
Pennsylvania. It was in Pennsylvania that he gained his fame as 
a leader in the movement for colonial rights.

The Stamp Act Congress, New York, 1765;

Dickinson at first achieved prominence in the colonies 
by his part in the Stamp Act Congress, vhich was held in the fall
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of 1765. This Congress was called by the House of Representatives 
of I'iassachusetts and was intended to organize opposition to the 
Stamp Act recently passed by the a?itish Parliament. The Stamp Act 
Congress met in the city hall, New York Gitj', and was composed of 
twenty-seven delegates representing nine of the thirteen colonies. 
Dickinscn was a member of the Pennsylvania delegation. There v;ere 
eleven days of violent debate upon the opinions to be expressed in 
the resolutions that would be drafted and sent to Parliament. John 
Dickinson prepared two of the papers of the Congress: The Declara­
tion of Rights and The Petition to the King. In these papers, 
Dickinson set forth the inherent right of trial by juiy and stated 
that the Stamp Act tended to subvert the rights of the colonies.
He held that taxing the colonies without their consent violated 
the ancient rights of Englislraien. One discerning critic of the 
period has stated that: ”In whatever li^ht we may view them,
these papers of the Stamp Act Congress /Dickinson's two papers/ 
are masterly and impressive pieces of political statement,— 
learned, wise, firm, temperate, conservative, even reverent,—as 
far renioved frc»i truculence as from fear ,"2^

The Stamp Act was repealed February 22, 1766, after the 
Rockingham i-Iinistry came to office. The repeal of the Stamp Act 
was undoubtedly influenced by the various papers produced by the 
Stamp Act Congress and, also, by a notable pamphlet which appeared 
in Philadelphia, December, 1765, entitled "The Late Regulations 
xiespecting the British Colonies on the Continent of America Con­
sidered in a Letter fron A Gentleman in Philadelpliia to his Friend 
in London." This pamphlet was witten by John Dickinson and was 
repiiblished iiimediately in London where it W3.s wddely read. This 
pamphlet established Dickinson's reputation as a political witer.

A Song for Ameri can Freedom:

It is interesting to note that in the pamphleteering and 
political writings of the period, Dickinson vrrote verses for a 
song which had ivide vogue in the colonial period and championed 
the cause of colonial rights. In ITay, 1768, customs commissioners 
in Massachusetts seized John Hancock's sloop, 'Libertj'-," on the

1/ Moses Coit Tyler, The Literary History of the /merican Revolu- 
tion. I, 113-114.
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charge that Hancock was importing goods without payment of duty. 
This gave colonial patriots an excuse for further agitation. 
Dickinson, upon learning of the seizure, wrote verses to David 
Garrick's tune, "Hearts of Oak" and called his piece "A Song for 
Ajuerican Freedom," He sent this to James Otis in Massachusetts, 
vho had it published in the Boston Gazette, July 18, 1768. For 
many years thereafter "The Liberty Song," as it was called, was 
the most popular ditty of its kind in the colonies. The verses 
themselves are very poor, having little literary quality.

The Letters of a Penn^lvania Farmer:

Of all John Dickinson's writings, perhaps the most famous 
and the most important were The Letters of a Pennsylvania Farmer. 
These letters were written as a result of the Townshend Acts, which 
were enacted by the British Parliament in 1767. These were acts 
sponsored by Charles Townshend, Chancellor o^ the Excheouer. 
intended to raise imperial revenue in the colonies by imposing 
duties on many couimodities which were imported, such as tea, glass, 
paints, and many other items.

In the previous dispute over colonial rights, the 
colonies had admitted that Parliament might levy external taxes, 
but that it might not collect internal taxes. This was the main 
dispute in the Stamp Act affair tv/o years earlier. Dickinson 
began the publication of his famous series of letters in The 
Pennsylvania Chronicle, December 2, 1767. The last of the tvrelve 
letters appeared in the Chronicle . February 15, 1766. These 
letters had the title, "Letters from a Farmer in Pennsylvania to 
the Inhabitants of the British Colonies," They v/ere soon given 
a short title of "Farmer's Letters." They v/ere published without 
the author's name, but they v/ere imnediately recognized as the 
work of John Dickinson. The letters v/ere written by a man who 
was thoroughly aroused by the british attack on colonial rights, 
but who v/as entirely intent upon canposing the difficulties vH.th 
the mother country rather than increasing the difficulties.
These letters appeared at a time v hen tl-iere was no guiding hand 
to direct the controversy in the colonies that was increasing 
daily. Dickinson believed in the traditions of English liberty.
He believed that all Englishmen had the right of pointing out 
grievances and of then seeking a remedy. He wrote as a "judicious 
counselor.His first letter began: "I am a farmer, settled,
after a variety of fortunes, near the banks of the river Delav/are,



in the province of Pennsylvania."l/ In these letters, Dickinson 
began by discussing the acts of Parliament, which abrogated the 
legislative assembly of Kev; York because it had refused to comply 
with the Quartering Act. Dickinson argued that the Chartering Act 
was in effect a tax upon the colonies for the expense that 
accrued in complying with it. His purpose was "to convince the 
people of these colonies, that they are, at this moment, esqjosed 
to the most eminent dangers; and to persuade them, immediately, 
vigorously, and unanimously, to exert themselves, in the most 
finn but most peaceable manner, for obtaining relief."^

At another point in the letters, he: wrote: "Let these
truths be indelibly impressed on our minds; that we cannot be 
happy without being free; that we cannot be free, without being 
secure in our property; that we cannot be secure in our property, 
if, without our consent, others may, as by right, take it away; 
that taxes imposed on us by parliament, do thus take it avmy,"^ 
At the same- time, Dickinson was opposed to any thought of colo­
nial independence.

Dickinson's arguments had a certain amount of inconsist­
ency in them, as has been pointed out so well by one noted American 
historian, Ldward Charming, in his History of the- Urated States.
In theory, Dickinson argued that Parliament had some undefined 
power in the regulation of Empire matters; but v/henever the govern­
ment undertook to enforce tiiis power, Dickinsem made out that such 
an exercise was "in the nature of levying a tax." In theory, he 
did not object to the levying of a customs duty, but he did 
object to the collection of them.

Dickinson was a devoted friend of England; but at the 
same time, he was an iunerican patriot. His v;ritings were admired 
on both sides of the ocean for their temperate tone and elegant

1/ Paul Leicester Ford, The Eritings of John Dickinson, Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania Memoirs, XIV, Philadelphia, Pcnnsj''lvania, 
1895

2/ Tyler, I, 235 

y Ibid, 236
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expression. In the colonies Dickinson mij^t be said to occupy a 
position similar to that of Edmund Burke in England.

The Letters of a Pennsylvania Farmer were almost 
Enmediately reproduced in all the twenty-five newspapers then pub­
lished in America, There are only four known exceptions, within 
four weeks after the last letter had made its appearance, they 
were all collected and issued as a pamphlet. At least eight dif­
ferent editions were published in various parts of the colonies. 
Two editions of the pamphlet were published the same year (1768) 
in London and one edition in Dublin. Each of these foreign edi­
tions carried a preface written by Benjamin Franklin. The next 
year, 1769, a French version vms published in Amsterdam and was 
widely read on the continent of Europe.1/

Dickinson was widely talked of in the salons of Paris, 
and the "farmer" was likened to Cicero. Voltaire in France gave
notice and applause to the "Farmer's Letters." In Paris, Dr,
Benjamin Rush of Philadelphia heard a company at airabeau's 
house discussing Dickinson's letters along with Diderot's writ­
ings .2/

Dickinson's conception of the .true relationship of the 
colonies to nngland can oest be given in his own words: "Let
us behave," he said, "like dutiful children, vlio have received 
unmerited blows from a beloved parent." The outstanding student 
of the political writings of the Revolutionary period says that 
in Europe Dickinson achieved oy the "letters" ''literary, renown 
surpassing that of any other American, excepting Benjamin Franklin." 
This same student appraised the letters of the Pennsylvania farmer 
thus: "No other serious political essays of the Revolutionary
era quite equaled the 'Farmer's Letters' in literary merit, 
including in that term the merit of substance as v;ell as of form, 
and, excepting the political essays of Thoma.s Paine, which did 
not begin to appear until nine years later, none eeiualed the 
'Farmer's Letters' in immediate celebrity, and in direct power 
upon events."3/

1/ Tyler, I, 237

2/ Evarts Bout well Crreene, T^ Revolutionary Generation, 89. 

3/ Tyler, I, 236
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Political Career Up to the First Continental Congress:

It win be well to pause here and. trace briefly Dickin­
son's political career in Pennsylvania up to the calling of the 
Continental Congress,, v.e have noted earlier that Dickinson began 
the practice of law in Philadelphia in 1757 after finishing his 
studies at Middle Temple in London. His first public office and 
the beginning of his political ca.reer came in 1760 v;hen he v;as 
chosen a member of the Delaware Assembly. In 1762 he transferred 
to the Pennsylvania Assembly, and he served there until 1765. 
Dickinscn lost his seat in the Penns3d.va,nia Assembly,' due to his 
strong opposition in 176A to the movement that was afoot to change 
the form of the proprietarj’- government. He did not regain a seat 
in the Pennsylvania Assembly until 1770, which he held then until 
1776 when the colonial government of Pennsylvania e.xpired.

The First Continental Congress

The First Continental Congress met at Philadelphia, 
September 5j 1774. John Dickinson ’-/as not one of the original 
members of the Pennsylvania delegation to the Congress, Joseph 
Galloway, ^Aio had long been hostile to Dickinson's viev/s, pre­
vented l:iiiu from being chosen originally as a delegate. Dickinson 
took his seat October 17, 1774, nine days before the first Con­
gress adjourned, October 26. In this short period of time before 
the First Continental Congress adjourned, however, Dickinson had 
written two of the niost memorable papers adopted by the First Con­
tinental Congress. The First Continetal Congress issued five 
state papers. Of these Dickinson va’ote two. He was the onlj'' mem­
ber of the Congress to be the auttior of more than one of the 
official papers of this Congress.

The Congress was in secret session until October 25. 
The original committee named by the Congress to prepare a peti­
tion to the King was composed of five men: Richard Henry Lee,
John Adams, John Rutledge, Johnson, and Henrj^. Dickinson was 
added to this original cormittee on October 21. The conrnittee 
reported a draft on October 24, and it was considered on October 
25. TTiis draft, prepared by .liichard Henry Lee, did not meet 
acceptance, and John Dickinson vras given the task of rewriting 
it. This he did, and it vras his draft of the paper entitled 
"Petition to the King's liost Foccellent Iiajesty" that was adopted 
by the first Continental Congress, Dickinson also wrote the



paper entitled "Address to the People of Canada." The Petition 
to the King was the most memorable paper drafted by the First 
Continoital Congress. It was Dickinson's work as a draftsman of 
state documents and his previous writings, such as, The Letters 
of a Pennsylvania Farmer, that earned for him the title,. "Penman 
of the Revolution."

The Second Continental Congress and the Articles of Confederation;

Dickinson was a delegate fron Pennsylvania to the Second 
Continental Congress, which met in Philadelphia, May, 1775. He 
took an active part in the debates of this Congress which led up 
to the Declaration of Independence in 1776 and the final separa­
tion of the colonies frcm England. Before discussing the part he 
played in this great event, it will be well to digress for a moment 
to note Dickinson's connection with the Articles of Confederation, 
the basis for the form of government adopted by the colonies for 
the latter years of the war and the intervening period before the 
adoption of the constitution of the United States.

Upon receiving Richard Henry Lee's motion, June 7, 1776, 
for independence, Ccaigress^^ onjlipiy 11, appointed a committe to 
consider a form of confederacy for the colonies. John Dickinson 
was chairman of this committee . In July Dickinson reported fo? ‘ 
the conmittee a draft of-the Articles of Confederation. There was 
little interest in this doci.iment at the time, Dickinson was in 
great disfavor because of his stand the Declaration of Independ­
ence and the Continental Congress was overwhelmed with more pres­
sing matters concerned with fitting the war. Parts of this 
draft of the Articles of Confederation were debated .from time to 
time. One feature of the articles proposed that each state have 
one vote. Benjamin Franklin strongly opposed this. Finally on 
November 15, 1777, sixteen months after Dickinson's first draft 
was reported to the Congress, Congress approved a draft and sent 
it to the states for ratification. All the states had to ratify 
it before it could go into effect. The Articles became lavr, 
iyiarch 1, 1781, after the several small states had ratified, fol- 
lowirg a settlement of the western lands problem. Dickinson's 
original draft was, of course, considerably modified.

The Fight for the Declaration of Independence;

Dickinson opposed the Declaration of Independence. He 
stuck to his principles on this matter to the bitter end, and it 
cost him popularity in the Revolutionary Congress and in the 
colonies generally. It forced him from the Continental Congress 
and into semi-retirement for many years.



Dickinson's stand, in sane respects, is hard to reconcile 
vdth some of his activities at the outbreak of the war because he 
favored resorting to arms to obtain redress for the grievances of 
the colonies. For instance, on July 8, 1775, he was the aixthor 
of the Second Continental Congress' paper entitled "Declaration 
of the Causes of Our Taking Up Arms," in which he said that the 
colonists were "resolved to die free men rather than to live as 
slaves."l/

Throughout all the deliberations of the Continental Con­
gress, however, it was clear that Dickinson did not favor sepa­
ration of the colonies from England, This finally led to extreme 
bitterness between him and leaders of the Revolut-ionary party, 
such as John Adams of Massachusetts. As an instance of this feel­
ing, it may be worthwhile to relate an incident touched off by a 
speech by Sullivan, who favored separation of the colonies from 
the mother country. After the speech by Sullivan, Dickinson is 
said to have rushed out of Independence Hall in a pasion and met 
Adams in the State House yard. According to Adams' account, 
Dickinson cried out to him: "I'Jiat is the reason that you New
En^and men oppose our measures of reconciliation. There now is 
Siallivan in a long harangue following you in a determined opposi­
tion to our petition to the King! Look yeir—if you don't concur 
with us in our pacific system, I and a number of us will break 
off from you in New England, and we will carry on the opposition 
by ourselves in our ovjn way."2/ After this exchange, Adams went 
to his lodgings and wrote some letters. Apparently, he was some­
what stirred up by what Dickinson had just said to him for in one 
of his letters, he said, referring to Dickinson: "A certain
great fortune and piddling genius, whose fame has been trumpeted 
so loudly, has given a silly cast to our whole doings. We are 
between hawk and buzzard."3/

The v;hole matter came to a head vhen Richard Henry Lee, 
on June 7, 1776, introduced his set of resolutions for the inde­
pendence of the colonies. Dickinson at once opposed these reso­
lutions on the ground that there was no chance for independence 
until first a stable government had been organized among the 
colonies and a foreign alliance obtained. Dickinson's opposition 
and that of a few more men who thought like him v/as sufficiently 
strong to postpcxie consideration of the Lee resolutions until 
July 1, The first of Lee's resolutions, the one for independence.

y Stille, 162 

2/ Ibid, 159 

3/ Ibid, 159



came up for debate on that day. There is no record of the debate 
extant, but letters written by contemporaries indicate that John 
Adams took a leading part for approval of the resolution. John 
Dickinson was the leader of the opposition. The vote on the reso­
lution was postponed until the next day, July 2. As things stood 
on July 1, Delaware was divided on the cuestion of independence; 
Pennsylvania was aginst it; Dickinson, Robert Morris, and James 
Wilson out-voting Franklin and Morton. South Carolina and New 
York had not given definite instructions to their delegates. Only 
nine states were in favor of the resolution for independence on 
July 1.

By the next day affairs had been so contrived that 
twelve colonies voted for the resolution. Only New York remained 
silent. South Carolina's instructions were construed by the dele­
gates as sufficient authority to vote for independence. Dickinson 
and Morris were induced to stay away from the hall, and V/ilson 
changed his vote for independence, giving the necessary three out 
of five of Pennsylvania's delegates. Of Delaware's delegates,
Caesar Rodney had been called away from the Congress on June 22 
to Sussex County, Delaware, in connection with a threatened Loyalist 
uprising. At the time the resolutions were being considered, he 
had just returned to his home in Kent County, Delaware. There he 
received an express message fran Thomas McKean, the other Delaware 
delegate v4io was in favor of the resolution. McKean urged Rodney 
to hurry to Philadelphia to cast a vote in favor of Lee’s resolu­
tions, Rodney rode 80 miles on horseback, arriving late in the 
afternoon of July 2 in time to cast the deciding vote for Delaware 
in favor of independence. The Delaware vote was McKean and 
Rodn^ for tne resolution and Read against.^

Early in July, New York authorized its members to agree 
to the Declaration of Independence. On August 2, 1776, the mem­
bers then present signed the Declaration, Dickinson neither 
voted for, nor did he sign, the Declaration.

As a result of his stand on independence, Dickinson lost 
his position of a leader in the colonial movement which he had 
held for twelve years, ever since the Stamp Act Congress, The 
historian Hildreth in commenting can Dickinson's action in not 
voting for the Declaration says it was the "noblest proof of moral 
courage ever shown by a public man in the history of the country."

1

\J Channing, III; 201, 202; Dictionary of American Biography, XVI, 
81-82 (Centenary Edition).
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Dickinson had been chairman of the Philadelphia Committee 
of Correspondence and had urged the raising of a military force.
The Pennsylvania Assembly passed a law for this purpose, June 30, 
1775> authorizing the raising of five battalions in Philadelphia. 
The first battalion of militia raised in Philadelphia elected 
Dickinsai its colonel. Three battalions, under the commend of 
Dickinson, were made ready to march to the relief of New York in 
February, 1776, when it vras thought that that city was to be 
attacked. In July, 1776, after the vote on the Declaration of 
Independence was taken, Dickinson went to join the Pennsylvania 
militia then at Elizabethtown, New Jersey, with the rank of Briga­
dier General. But his mdlitary career was of short duration. On 
September 26, the Pennsylvania Convention chose Hoberdeau to suc­
ceed Dickinson. Dickinson then resigned.

On July 20 when the new state convention met to frame a 
new state constitution, Dickinson v/as not elected a meiiiber. In 
November Dickinson was chosen a member of the new state assembly 
frcan Philadelphia, but he considered the new assembly illegal; 
and when his policies were not accepted, he resigned his seat and 
announced his decision to retire to Delaware. Dickinson did, in 
fact, remove his family to his farm near Dover, Delaware, on 
December 11, on the eve of the British occupation of Philadelphia. 
Thus, it will be seen that the events which led to the Declaration 
of Independence brought retirement to John Dickinson. He had 
fallen out of step with the times.

The Years Between the Declaration of Independence and the Consti-
tional Convention:

Apparently Dickinson li^d on his farm near Dover from 
December, 1776, until May, 1779. On May 23, 1779, he was returned 
to the Congress as a delegate from Delaware. He carried with him 
to Congress on this occasion the ratification of the Articles of 
Confederation the state of Delaware, dated February 3, 1779. 
Tills helped to make Dickinson somewhat persona grata in Congress 
once again. He remained in Congress until the fall when he 
resigned his seat and returned once again to Delaware.

As stated ^rlier, Dickinson in the next five years 
served two years as Governor of the state of Delaware and three 
years as Governor of Pennsylvania.

An impc*rtant event occurred in 1783 while Dickinson 
was Governor of Pennsylvania, or as it was called then. President 
of the Executive Council. On June 20, 1783, about eighty Pennsyl­
vania militia troops of the Continental Army frcm Lancaster 
arrived in Philadelphia and demanded their pay. They were joined

'4



by some veterans of the Continental Amy. The next day, June 21, 
they staged a disorderly demonstration in front of Independence 
Hall where Congress was sitting, and threatened that body. 
Dickinson, who was President of the Pennsylvania Council, vdien asked 
by Congress to disperse the rioters, said he could do nothing; that 
he only had a small body of militia at his disposal, and he doubted 
th^'- would act unless the troops guilty of the disorder committed 
some outrage on person or property. That night Congress adjourned; 
and three days leter it left Philadelphia and fled to Princeton,
The Continental Congress never again returned to Philadelphia.!/
If Dickinson had taken a firmer stand and restored order, it is 
quite likely that Congress would have continued to sit in Phila­
delphia throughout the remainder of the war.

At about this time Dickinson College was founded at 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, in 1783. Initially established as a 
Presbyterian school, it was transferred to the Methodists in 1883. 
This college was named after John Dickinson. Many of the books 
he inherited throu^ his wife from the old Logan Library are now 
in the college. A special room containing these rare books is 
called the "Dickinson Room,"

The Annapolis Convention:

In September, 1786, representatives of five states met 
at Annapolis, Maryland, to consider conmercial regulations affect­
ing their respective states. The Articles of Confederation 
failed dismally to control relations of the states in this respect. 
John Dickinson, a delegate from Delaware, was chosen President of 
this convention. In February, 1787, he presented to Congress the 
recommendations of the Annapolis Convention, which he had a 
leading part in formulating; namely, that a new convention be 
called in May to be attended by delegates from all the colonies 
for the purpose of revising the Articles of Confederation and 
adopting a new constitution.

Constitutional Convention of 1787:

In accordance with the reconmendations of the Annapolis 
Convention of 1786, Congress issued a call for a convention of

^ The Continental Congress, upon leaving Philadelphia, stayed in 
Princeton until November, 1783, but next sat in Annapolis, 
Maryland, to June 1784; was then in Trentcn,New Jersey, from 
November to December, 1784, and was in New York City, January, 
1785, through October 21, 1788.



delegates from all the colonies to meet in Philadelphia in May, 
1787, for the purpose of framing a new instrument of government.

Dickinson, as one of five delegates from Delaware, took 
a leading part in the debates of the Constitutional Convention.
The best and most complete record of the debates in the convention 
is. found in Madison's notes, since published. From these and 
other sources, vie know pretty well the viewpoint taken by Dickin­
son on the great issues before the convention. He represented a 
small state; and accordinly, he was one of the leaders of the 
small-state group. He proposed that the executive be removable 
on request of a majority of the legislatures of the individual 
states. Madison strongly opposed him on this point; and when a 
vote was taken, Delaware stood alcxie.

Dickinson argued that the states should have equal votes 
in at least one branch of the national legislature. He believed 
that the states had to be retained as a check on the central 
government. He proposed that senators be elected by state legis­
latures so they would be intimately connected with the state 
governments. He also thought this method of election would assure 
that distinguished persons would be chosen as senators. He 
looked upon the Senate as comparable to the British House of 
Lords, and he felt that a higher type of person would be selected 
in this manner than if elected by the people.

Dickinson argued that the vote in the states should be 
restricted to freeholders—those who had a stake in the country.
He said they were the "best guardians of liberty" and that they 
would resist "dangerous influence of those multitudes without 
property and without principal, with which our Country like aH 
others, will in time abound." Franklin strongly opposed this 
viewpoint, claiming that it would "debase the spirit of common 
people." Upon a vote on this matter in the convention, the 
states voted unamino\isly on the proposal of the Committee of 
Detail, which was that any person mi^t vote that was qualified 
to vote in a given state for the most nmerous branch of the 
state legislature. In other words, the Constitutional Convention 
refiised to set up any property qualifications for voters as 
Dickinson had urged.3/

Dickinson was a member of the cormnittee that worked out 
a compromise on the slavery issue. He opposed the extension of 
slavery, and he insisted that the Federal Government have the 
power to prohibit the importation of slaves.

1/ Carl Van Doren, Great Rehearsal, gives a summary of Dickin­
son's views on these and other matters; 58, 59, 67, 85, 142, 143.



Throughout the debates on the fohm of government, it was 
apparent that Dickinson was in that minority group which believed 
that a limited monarchy of the English type was the best fonn of 
government, Madison, in his notes, records Dickinson's viewpoint 
in these words: "A limited Monarchy he considered as one of the
best governments in the world. It was not certain that the same 
blessings were derivable from any other form. It was certain 
that equal blessings had never yet been derived from any of the 
republican form. A limited monarchy, however, was out of the 
question."^

Woric on the Constitution was finally finished; and on 
September 15, a Saturday, the constitution was ordered to be 
aigrossed. On Sunday, September 16, the Constitution was 
engrossed by an unknown penman on four pages of parchment. The 
next day, Monday, September 17, 1787, the engrossed document was 
read and signed by all members present, excepting Randolph and 
Mason from Virginia and Geny of Massachusetts.2/ Read, one of 
the Delaware delegates signed for Dickinson, who had left for 
home on the 15th because of illness.

Dickinson was not a member of Congress later, nor did 
he ever hold any Federal office after the adoption of the Consti- 
tuion. Apparently, lintil his death in 1808, he belonged to the 
anti-Federalist party, or the Jeffersonians.3/

Dickinson exerted himself in championing the new Con­
stitution and did much to assure its adoption by the state of 
Delaware, In this cause, he wrote nine letters signed "Fabius," 
vAiich appeared in the newspapers of the day. These letters, while 
of not the same calibre as those written by Madison, Jay, and 
Hamilton and known to posterity as "The Federalist," nevertheless, 
were potent arguments for the adoption of the new Constitution.

DICKINSON'S POLITICAL HlINCIPLES

Something of DickinsOTi's political principles has 
already appeared in what has been said. Professor Moses Coit

^ Charles A, Beard, Economical Interpretation of the Constitution. 
195, citing Farrand Records, I, 86.

2/ Van Doren, 167, 175 

y Stille, 278



Tyler, student of the period, said of Dickinson that his actions 
were throughout in accordance with certain f\indamental principles; 
that these were:

"first, that it was the ancient and manly method of loyal 
Englishmen, in cases of extreme danger, to make demand for 
political rights with arms in their hands, and even embodied 
in military array against the king's troops; and, secondl3^, 
that every citizen, having said and done his best to secure 
the prevalence of his own view, was bound to submit himself 
to the decision of the caranunity to which he belonged, and 
help to carry it out. Indeed, no other American vriao 
finally supported the American Revolution in its ultimate 
issue—that of secession from the empire—exhibited, from 
first to last, a more perfect familiarity, or a more per­
fect sympathy, with the great historic precedents set by the 
English people in the management of fundamental controver­
sies between subjects and. their sovereign."!/

Dr. John H, Powell, vAio is currently at work on a tvro- 
volume life of Dickinson, has written that Dickinson's writirigs up 
to the time of the Declaration of Independence expressed a basic 
syllogism of government; that "No man can be happy unless he is 
free, ro many can be free unless he has control over his own prop­
erty, men cannot control their property unless they control the 
taring power of the governntent; therefore, no man can be free when 
he is taxed without his own consent, by representatives of his own 
election."2/

Mr, Stille, Dickinson's biographer, described him as 
"an English Constitutional Whig," viio believed the English 
monarchy was the best government man had contrived, but that oppo­
sition to usurpation by the king and Parliament were proper 
courses of conduct of all good Englishmen.

1/ Tyler, II, 27-28

2/ Powell, two-page typescript sketch of John Dickinson for Delaware 
State Archivist, de Valinger,
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APPRAISAL OF DICKINSON

Dickinson has frequently been referred to as "the Penman 
of the American Revolution." Tyler, in his work, has an entire 
champter (Volimie 2, Chapter 25) entitled "John Dickinson as Penman 
of the American Revolution." Tyler characterizes Dickinson as "a 
man of powerful and cultivated intellect, with all his interests 
and all l:n.s tastes on the side of order, conservatism, and peace."]/ 
In another place, he wrote;

"Just as the politico-literary influence of James Otis 
was, upon the whole, predominant in America from 1764 until 
1767, so, from the latter date until some months after the 
outbreak of hostilities in 1775, was the politico-literary 
influence of John Dickinson predominant here. Moreover, as 
he succeeded to James Otis in the development of Revolu­
tionary thought, so was he, at last succeeded by Thomas 
Paine, who held sway among us, as the chief writer of poli­
tical essays, from the early part of 1776 until the close 
of the Revolution itself."2/

Paul Leicester Ford, who edited the writings of John 
Dickinson in 1895 for the Pennsylvania Historical Society, in his 
preface, wrote:

"John Dickinson has been aptly termed the ‘Penman of the 
Revolution.' In the literature of that struggle, his posi­
tion is as pre-eminent as Washington in war, Franklin in 
diplomacy, and Morris in finance."3/

Dickinson's biographer, Stille, wrote:

"From the year 1760 iintil his term of office as Presi­
dent of the Supreme Executive Council /Pennsylvania/ expired

1/ Tyler, I, 235 

2/ Ibid, II, 32

3/ Ford, Preface, Writings of John Dickinson
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in 1783, Mr. Dickinson was probably the most conspicuous 
person in the Service of the State."l/

Dr. Powell, vho is now engaged on a biography of Dickin­
son, recently said of Dickinson that it was not lack of patrio­
tism but a disagreement with his associates as to the logical
sequence of actions that was responsible for Dickinscn's reluc­
tance to support the movement for independence. It was premature, 
he /Dickinson/ though, if it preceded the establishment of unity 
among the colonies and the safeguarding of personal freedoms .2/

Upon Dickinson's death, Thomas Jefferson, then President 
of the United States, wrote of him:

"A more estimable man or truer patriot could not have 
left us. Among the first of the advocates for the rights 
of his countrymen vhen assailed by Great Britain, he con­
tinued to the last the orthodox advocate of the true prin­
ciples of our new government, and his name will be conse­
crated in history as one of the great worthies of the Revo­
lution."^

Earlier Jefferson had declared Dickinson's "Farmer's Letters" as 
"ignis fatuus, misleading us from true principles."^

Charles Beard, in his famous work on ^ Economic Inter­
pretation of the Constitution, characterized Dickinson as a very 
cautious man who was seriously discredited v/ith the patriot party 
during the Revolution as it was rumored he had advised his brother 
against accepting payment of debts in paper, which he thought was 
sure to depreciate.^/

Stille, Preface

2/ Mississippi Valley Historical Revi., Vol. XXXVII, No. 2, 
Sept., 1950; 266

3/ Stille, 236-7 

V Tyler, II, 33 

^ Beard, 88



Edward Rutledge, who in June, 1776, agreed with Didcinson 
in opposition to the plan for independence, nevertheless, said of 
him that the "vice of all his productions, to a considerable degree" 
was "the vice of refining too much."^

John Adams, as the leader of the patriot party urging 
independence, was possibly Dickinson's most severe critic. We have 
seen earlier that Adams called Dickinson "a piddling genius," who 
for a whole year prior to the Declaration of Independence had 
given "a silly cast to our whole doings." In April, 1777, Adams 
wrote to James Warren of Plymouth, Massachusetts, saying of 
Dickinson:

"The Farmer turns out to be the man that I have seen him 
to be these two years. He is in total neglect and disgrace 
here. I am sorry for it, because of the forward part he took 
in the beginning of the controversy. But there is certainly 
such a thing as falling away in politics, if there is none 
in grace.

t; At another time Adams wrote of Dickinson:

"I have always imputed the loss of Charleston, and of 
the brave officers and men who fell there, and the loss of 
a hero more worth than all the town, to Mr. Dickinson's 
petition /first petition/ to the king, and the loss of 
Quebec and Montgomery to his subsequent unceasing, though, 
finally unavailing, efforts against independence."^/

It occurred to me it would be interesting to see how 
much space was given in the Dictionary of American Biography to 
John Dickinson as con^Dared with some of his contemporaries. The 
amount of space given in the Dictionary of American Biography may 
be taken as a rough, rule-of-thumb of the opinion held by modern 
scholars as to the place of the individual in American history.

1/ Tyler, II, 33 

2/ Ibid, 34 

y Stille, 160 I
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The columns of space given to Didcirison and a number of his contem­
poraries are as follows:

John Dickinson 
Benjamin Franklin 
Thomas Jefferson 
George Washington 
James Wilson 
James Madison 
John Adams 
Samuel Adams 
Alexander Hamilton 
Edmund Randolph 
James Otis 
Caesar Rodney 
George Read 
Thonas McKean

3-1/3 columns
25 "
37 »
36 "
8-1/2 "

19-1/2 "
18-1/2 "
12 ”
18 "

4
9 "
3-1/3
45-1/4

It is seen from this tabulation that Caesar Rodney, 
George Read, and Thomas McKean, the three other delegates from 
Delaware at the Continental Congress who voted for the Declaration 
of Independence, receive as much, or more, space than John 
Dickinson. Compared with Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, 
George V/ashington, James Madison, Alexander Hamitlcn, and John 
Adams, it is seen that Dickinson receives minor treatment in the 
Dictionary of American Biography.

I think it may fairly be said that Dickinson was among 
the foremost leaders in the American colonies i-Aio formulated and 
guided colonial opposition to the acts of the British Parliament. 
When colonial opposition reached its logical climax in the iiiove 
for independence, he lost his leadership. There were certain 
inconsistencies in his character, it seems to me, although, of 
course, it can be argued logically that he was consistent with 
his principles throughout. Dickinson sank into relative insigni­
ficance and went into retirement virtually throughout the period 
of the Revolution. He played a very minor role in military and 
state natters during this crucial period. It is because of his 
opposition to the Declaration of Independence and his subsequent 
retirement frcm public life during most of the war period, that 
Dickinson lost what might have been a really great name in 
American history.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

1) Dickinson occupies a place in American history worthy of com­
memoration, The acts for which Americans should remember him 
were almost entirely associated with the ten years prior to 
the Declaration of Independence. He lived in Philadelphia 
virtually the whole of this period, and this part of his 
career was associated with Pennsylvania. It was as a leader 
arousing Anerican opposition to the acts of the British 
Parliament for which Dickinson best deserves to be remcaiibered. 
The question follows: How and where should his memory be
commemorated in this connection?

(a) Federal Hall, New York City, has already been set aside 
for preservation as a national historic site and plans are 
being developed for its use as an interpretive center relating 
to the pre-Revolution and Revolutionary periods. The Stamp 
Act Congress of 1765, in which Dickinson took a leading part, 
was held in the old city hall on the very site where Federal 
Hall now stands. In the exhibits that will eventually be 
placed in Federal Hall relating to the Stamp Act Congress, 
Dickinson can receive prominent mention.

(b) Independaice National Historical Park in Philadelphia has 
been authorized by the Congress and money has been appropriated 
for land accuisition. This project, when completed, will com­
memorate the great events associated with the two Continental 
Congresses, the Revolution, and establishonent of American 
independence. It may be assumed that in the final development 
of this major historical park, proper attention will be given 
to the events leading up to the securing of independence by 
the American colonies. John Dickinson should receive prominent 
mention in this story.

I cannot see that any special significance attaches to the 
John Dickinson House in Kent County near Dover, Delaware, or 
that there is any inportant connection between this house and 
those parts of Dickinson's career which entitle him to his­
torical recognition, I think Dickinson can be properly coiiv- 
memorated in the development of Federal Hall in New York City 
and Independence National Historical Park in Philadelphia.
He, along with other leaders of the times, should be given

-1
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28



appropriate attention at these two places. I believe such 
treatment is sufficient for a proper commemoration of John 
Dickinson in American History.

Roy E, Appleman 
Regional Historian
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Kr dsar Senator Freer i

adytoR by the Advisory Boa^dw Rational SstS^tes,^'Sii^S
^ ^WB»«ts at its recant laeeting In regard to the proposal to preserve 
the Vohn Dickinson House near Dover, Delaware, as a national historical 
area*

%'J.

mmK

I appareciate your (teep interest in the preservation of this 
structure and have been advised that through you arrangeznsnts were wade 
for nr, Kelly, your Adainlotrative Assistant, and Hr, X«on ds Valinger. 
Stete A^vtst of Delaware, to appear before the Advisozy Board»s 
Sttbcoandttee M Historical Problesas on April 18 in support of the prraosal 
to Mve the Mckinson House, I have been infomed that the presentaUon 
^ these gentlemen was very helpful to the Advisoiy Board in its delibersi- 
^ons regarding the significance of '^is structure. After consideration 
by toe Subw^ttee, it reoooBWided the following resoluUon, which the 
Bea^ a^pted on April 19 and which i^)on reconmondaUon of the Director 
of the National Park Service, I have subsequently aqjprovedt

, ,:'S~;:y8

^ r
-i-'

"Itesolved, that toe Advisory Board fully recognises 
the historical l^HJidianoe of John Diekittson, It has care­
fully considered the position of the structure near Dovw 
among the several other hones of Dickinson ~ his birthplace 
in Maryland, his residence in Philadelphia, and in Wilmington, 
no longer existing. After deliberation too Board does not 
feel it can consider his house near Dover (his boyhood home, 
and occasional later residezute) to be of national algnifieanoe, 
either in relation to his career, or for its own arehitectursl 
merit. It cwmnda to the State of DAsware toe desirability 
of orgaiaisation, both public and private, for toe preservation 
of this and other ancient aomimsnts that have high significance 
for the State and people of Delaware,*

, i-.if

' J- '

exe^t in an advisory cecity. Ths pressures of the building boom, too 
r^d growth of population, and the qpread of comnerolsl and industrial 
dev^pmsnts have Jeopardised toe preservation of aniy interesting historic 
landamrks, partioulsrly in recent years. In ths past 18 manths. the nnii 
Park tervioe has been asked to considsr 111* separate preservation projects, 
including 28 in toe form of proposed loglslaUon. Because of the
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ttoM proposals, and tKi liikvy financial Irardaa already iiqpoaad npaa
5 « r Federal Oovenuaent la the aalntenance and dwalopnamt of areas already

a part of the national Park dyste% it has been particularly difficiat

r " '^1.
' ”■'

f:*.' >'-’v'‘‘'. -v t-’ •
P-.-y ■.■}■ ■ S'. ■ ..:

to asstnae nsv obligations*

Si

■••Cr.-.

/-s.
■' - ■ J

..- 'T-.-

During recant years, the National Park Service has been reeo»> 
mending aore and more that local governmental agencies or private aaao« 
dLaUons care for many of these sites, which are of definite slgnificaace 
as a part of our historical heritage, but the care of whidbi it would be 
very uhlllEi^ that the Federal Oovemaeat could possibly aasune* In 
many of these eases, local agencies have found ways and means to assume 
the aresponsibili^ for the preservation of the sites* X should, therefore, like to endorse the Advisory Board's suggestion and urge that tito preser­
vation of the Diokinsoa House be undertaken by State or local governmental 
agencies, or by private historical associations, such as the Friends of 
Old Dover* Should it prove practicable to Interest any such agencies 
or associations in this project, the National Park Service will be glad 
to make available to appropriate representatives their advisory services. 
Insofar aa funds will permit.

■'0

4=

c. ■ '',.r •y--:-h

I regret that I cannot be more encouraging about eetive Federal 
participation in the saving of the John Dickinson House, and Z want to

■0.
.■'0

thank you for the personal time and effort that you have devoted to larin^
0

0y t..0
s'./i'S.Vi-'

000

ing this proposal to ny attention and for presenting it to the Advisoxy 
Board for its consideration. I do hope that the interesting old structure 
pMy be pree«nred throu^ eoaBemity effort*

Sineerely yours,

(sgd) OSCAR L. CHAPMAN ’ ...

A-■■%0

:'V ■ 'VV;/ fc. J. illm Rriifir, Jr. /..iv,, ■_; ,
y0$0‘0fyS.i JhiiiAd States Senat*'
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-Wm,^Seereta^ of the.^ Int^or ^

0m ^<0:^0:’:, h: ■



•■T"" '>
•>" WWMSM

i

y;i:'

:vW!V
4“' ■'' J-- .'* ■

■ :?r ■■■*,:#!! V-’ ■

UNITED STATES

^T OF THE INTERIOR 
N AT lONA^WRK^S^in^^£0 ^

Vi.,v.

;.. {!,.■

m-

yj J. ■*■ '■

!Nplli*r Xrircfilefttion of John. Dickingoa Homiii Bot<w^» DiAoiiwo

Wmw%O0 2S$l

UM^
SrSSf
r -:;*■'.W-V\

S«g:^Si
. ■' ‘V ' ' 
i:V%:
V,

-Mi'.

In aeoordaneo with th# ougioatim laido in iUiaiitmt Dlroetor 
!«•*• mamm^ of IMvoiter 16, 1 toioishonedi W, Um S»?«iingor> 
State Arehiwlit for De3j««rij end mide an ai^pointoant for 11 A.H«, 
Tuesday, !3eo«i>er t ahill aasnlni the mekinaon iiousa and 
wiai diacuaa its preaaraatlen and raatoratioi with Ifr* DaValtngar. 
I *all keep la mind iAm exoelleiit aaggastlona made fey ftr, Xaa la 
hia senorandinta and irtll wsooanme In ataxy poaalbla wiy an affort 
to organise a state or local group to aafuna the raaponalbillty of 
;^sc5rv±ii^ the DickSnlNia House*

. ••s'i

:‘'4

#

fallowing ^ visit to iho Mcklaaon House, I shall aulwitt a detailod ' ~ '
,r
J,. " ■

IwaaeramdaBi on the results of the tlalt.
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Dmr 8««r«tary *

I ididi to ttfilcnoKlod|;o ytmr lotior of lovtafbor 6 »iife forttapi'T’ 4 ,
irofonmeo to tho otatao of ttw Jote Diokiaswi Bdobo mior OonroT, ....®
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Qolo«oro» vhieli I •rigiaally ko|Mtd oould to roatorod aa a iatioaal .
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llatorle Sito.

St ’-** X

y .: - . :.G
' V ■■■»•'
' ' '-■ S ,44

Stneo It apf»«ara proaontljr io^salblo to oatabliiii t-Hio aamoioa 
aa a Fodoral ahrino. I fool that aueli eoald bo aorood tho adviaery 
aaaiataBoa of tho Botiorial Fork Soroioo ataff, ohioh you taavo offorod 
for tbo porpoaoa of aakiaf a ata^ of tho oxtoat to ohioh it would bo 
peaaiblo to asaiat prioato oitiaaaa in prooerTiag tho atraotoro.

*

S''"4^

.v;44v...

'4f\i1 a» inferaaod that a prioato greop ia activoly undertaking oon- 
aidaration of tho poaaibility of Bmiatainii^ tho site and for tlwt 
roaaoB, early eoBaultatioa botoooa tho Park SorTioo roproaontatiToa and 
tho BMMhora of tho prioata group in Balauaro, aooata to »e highly ,k
doairablo.

5m-m lO |lLro4ftor of Park Soroioo offionmloato 
>b!to Faliag4r, Jr., the State Arohlrlst of fiaoor.

-vl
.5'

tflO prioato oomdttoo ia Ita dlaeuaaiona of ' ^
pobalblf roatoratios proeoduroa.

1 ahall look forward to hoariag from you further aO aeon aa

...:,vfei

wi
■■ t... xG, ■.■. x;.G.; 

' j®,;; •;

eoBWtaiaBt.
4|i^ditat. rogarda.

*.i'*', ‘
GjGI

■

. 'Va."".;? '

:Mt‘
* ^, =■.... _»*„ .............. -/ny/''^cry

G'vG.'SV'S ^ -X.;.

.. '■' -f"

G«...-,..': 4' .■';gx:s|

a4|G'/|fiS!lxiGi|«
••■■ -V,-A.,y: ■ !i: r%.-i9

■'E'Gip'G'x^ ■ G.a».'««'j
G'x'<Sfd) '.Al^'Troarii dW 'g : /tj'^

GG. Gr,./„., ,fx.;'’4*'-,-i!v;E. i
i 4 ‘ -

J-.1
■f: . v-r, . . '' . p-G;' ■.'.

; v:#-v vGxGA ^^.^f:,':yj...:.y
' -G .' '''^'G'-X-vtkG'tfi:; i.4'4-^ y- '. .44>4®g."4.G'4’ '?

' .*•«• . . 1..-’..®.* .^. ^ .

VyM

■4"' ;V

4
liSB:. ;4v= '"g:« :-'4' ^

-, ■: ■■":'■ ^>4 ;v V® •■ , ■

4. ... 5'’' i’., >' v'“' ,v. •

V, }yi
r -4^4



■-... ■'■■-■"""f«fcfe*rai»tai«af»^^
iifciiSKilils: 'iiKift. ■;a,:f’’afa''.:v«-!;i.

'I'-S:
'■&

j-.te ^ % ■ ■»

^ ; ItaMutScvUm of itdm modtxmrn mmm$ Dmnr, mSLmrnxrn

V>S%3
v" ^

70 m "m'■'■V

"o--*" 'V^.

1i*8iS.g?
v’.^'v

I

'« a:;' '-sS;'':" 

a/.■'M'

:1
■ 3 ■

'■.cii'i'

: a--'. -1
..•3:

' a a.-'p. 
a: pa

;a:,-v-

":saT

a?aia^
4;". 'fc.''

"'.i ^.t-

„ a'.

3-
■>at ;a. a-

r •
.:;■£• av’

;. ■

■'a; ,:-a"a-
'-'■ s'‘;‘3't;-

ife'a* feh-.
^a.

As reqoAfitadi ta AstlstCdA' Blsrsetcr L»t*8 wmmemadxm «C HcmndMur 
16» asad m rafMvted ia nqr aaneraadai of ifonaiMir 30» X avi Ifr* l4Mm d» ?aiSiiii«r» irclitfiat for th« Stata of n^Unaar*# at Mat 
oCfiaa ftt ftaadar wundm* l%t«raaa vaa tzaMd»la to aoooa|aii|f 
m to Dofinr taiawaa of othar premiag datiaa* Ho vlaltad tte 
PiaktaaoB Vsaao m JfrU t3» X950» hawawir» tmA ao4i aa 
Maa of tte po|)Og%'» 4 a<^ hla vaporl la aidMMM f 
mijmim to SIrootar*

■;raw#5ffi 
■; '3; ;*•'•■'

■ ■ •; H

'"43
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Aftor a lirJof tOUe witli Mr* da VaXiagar# wt droo» to Ildyoldaaoa 
HooM and iaapaotad it« ftrfortnaataly» tha t«Mat mm not mH-' 
atilo and it mo Sapoaeiblo to s»t iaolilo baildlag* flio axtarlor 
of tte bidxmag io la oobitiattalX^ tlio oom ooaiitlaa as r^portod 
tar Jfgiama ia Oototor Tba mot mil of tlw mot idj«,
idtlo^ mo teip4 V A btOXdoaagr^ io o«|>^portad tgr temod tinlioro, 
imA, iMo to not mffioioat to lMd.d tloi mH ia pQUum* Ibaro laro 
dof laito ladlosticROS tbat tlia tiidmni oro ali^pidag and ^ mill ia 
in of Gollo|witag* If ttdo omura it io probaUa that tha
and taildli« mm to 4taoiltJhed. Xha IrlidcMork &i tha nala part of 
tha hoildiag;» a^oaro to to tha orisSaaX purt af Ido loiiao 
ouppopodly orootod tr dohn ClBldaooia*o faUor idoot 17^1, to la fair 
ooniittian* Xho Xomr ooomwo of lodolemrle noar tto lomi- ora.
tMdIr In mod of ropoi]i^ii«» tot thorn mo UttSo dogoooo vioUOo 
ia tho eOlXatr* Thoro io aim a hod hraaic in \im bri^cmrfc banaath 
ana df tha aotond ototsr winAami m tha mrth oido of tho buHdhtaoi*

:' ?■ H 

P34-;4?
- ■ 4
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: 

3

la apr dioOTiooloni vlih Mb* do f AUagor and Mro* SldgaXjr^ I ahtalnod 
tho fdlXoiilac lafomatioa on tha rootnt dovOlapmahi la tha womoogt 
to prooorm tho Di^elaooa Somoi

■35
■ p p|

Ho Matorid AotivitlM Connittoo of tho Qomr @0qitor of tho OdLeaSid. 
Thmoi nad mrtala othor primto iadirldafOUi ham ihoiia a diotlaot'la* 
toFOot in pormaoli^ tto homa aad a 8B1XI pilot of land* Iho Ooiontal

, ■

■Id

ifittl ia Tirglala and am latamatod in unimtaletai tho Bioklanea Bonnn 
pmloet* Mr* da fallagor folt ^at It idl|^ ba pnanlbilio for tho poop 
to obtain aa option on tho pwiporty oarljr aaxt ymme*

./r

4"i4'SaS'':
Mr* i* Carltoa Brapot' ^ Milton^ TOXamarOf tho pmoont omor# baa told 
^ do THiapor that ho mold mU the l»moo and approdmti^ nim
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moms «f ge&mxig ia§ « «lr% Igriag tmimmm tht hemm md the 
wmiM to tho iierih md m modi iwm oou^ of tho hoBOOf fw?
H5«^* the son* flj|^ Imi wa&Ud la 19ib9* XMLo fl|^ir« «■• t«M4 
<m tlio eoot of $L1$ m mm for ^ lio^» Hl}»000 to holli! o t«ami 
how» to t^ieo tho pUoo tsf Ite Molclaion Smmt mi Iho^ rwatnrii

... >|S

...I

a--a?a:C«
V4„

for fosofl^ or ImSl^a^ mm iam d^OmSlMmm at ^ aor 
t«M^ hernoo* -ft?

piLoat «f tlM *■ ototll3oNi tr do Tiili^ir oret

"-(i) StoMliM iNi imadm tiido Uatf th^ pr^pore ropiaoiiic^.
odiiaiag oi^hMF fNHioB or lowrdlag ulaAoin mpilfiiie' till loain la' tlio roof 9 mpaijtim tei htisSamrk, mad pr^pt ooMolr^illae « mm 
tmadmirn wsd»r Urn wm% wall of tP i«o«t liae mad wadmSlMas the 
(toilgod iPU* lit ocmeotloo wil^ loot port of. tho. oti&lliUfttioa 
jm^mp ihofoir heo offorod to> pr f hr the roptlro to the aeot 
waHl mai add the o^ to the ooat for tho prohoio a£ ^
propirtr* do VOltagor e«lBed agr mdrim on tha wettor but I -eeo oaolila to giae hla « dof laito ioMea* aiasm thero la no tafonetioe 
r^pedBbag tho ofo ^ tho «ii^» lie hollafoa that ^ two adiltioiiii 
to tho »ata Imoao mm pmbdOr bvdll la the 17$0*a .after a fire*
Mt thiO' la largdlar aa aamptleai* X did pi^Iat oat that tho idsi; 
aeoM emna to heiiMi a ^nratalMHr*

5ft ■
-'■: •

-i.;.

:-Xi’ " ...

'■Vi
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pFohlaiii foeliig oomlttoa# it aeaiie to m, mm mam 
mt^itootarai than hlatorlodl la mdmm* Siam the pmamat plaiMi 
omOI for a otehlliaatloa pragma %o fraoarfo the idrootwo*. it lieoiSd 
ho adfiaihio for oa orahitMrt to adflao tho aonlttao« It** IhtorooB 
eogfmta that a loodl ardhitoott amt at iihart l^raao of ttOMaftoo* 
otUnnrOf ho oocoaiitiOU fhe oaaRittoo* hoaoairf wagr not haio onfft* - 
oiaat faede to per an orohitoot*a Iho# ilaoo it ia iwMda that tho- 
noai nUl not otaad throoih tho ntator* .adrtoo idtould ho given thaa 
la t^ £»or fulmro.
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d} After the otrwstoro haa hica otthiliaid* the ooanitteo nill 
oithar tarn it 'onr to the staio of neOjawe to reatoca ite. hoiMSag .' 
imt a gmamae*a tmmdmp or ^nr elll aader^dgo a pogriioiea .reotOi«» 
atioa ppflgraa# In other eordie thir will 'reotoro hall«il3^ la- etogea aa foiito .aro amdlehle.*

fba aeodi of ^ oonaittee are ohricKia* Umlr ehet preeoing need la. . 
fiar arohlt«:ta*«l or atroettirdl mdrSm m jeeeerfetiea of the 
tmilddag end plaanlag adriae on the limd to he .fnrehaeed* The ether 
need la for a difinitiva hlatorieal el^d|f' of the hense* I outlined 
for lr« di Vfd^iteigar a xmameidt progwet mi he fhlt that it wnOd ha 
poaaitie for the eeaaittee to earrr it oiat* do fodiagor haa ool* ^ Imited mm Si^omatleB iron ^ Moidiiaeii dodlaot^ in the flato 
JMhiaMi and wHl proMh^ he ahia to ohtala e^M»r eaterinla 'hi the 
Coaetr leownte* .le aetttlaned'the .feat tliat.anpi Infiwneatlip ri^^^
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tiw b«niii-«NHi {TQlMi^ lit found la tho Logta CoUoetion la tl» •s44*

"ili
iasarmm ptaieUw wiJlob air hmm ls®»o lavaMt on %Sm hmm*

Thi* Twmm^ iwvad »t<jal»t UtUt tlM tlaot w ^ thowwi^ 
ftalliar with %hm ▼arloot iataraaot xtttrdt tfet FhUtdtl^iit 
ooe^lts* If tM» tith ytcr «pj*«*At tt ttwOl maOmmt 
flj»S lnwar«BOt rtetrdt oa «*• lolldliig*

I
J:;,# I

^ mm f Uta Wr. do ?allai«r mA SM|p*ly la «t«irBaPfWBn*|^WIil> «w» n**#. t«P wm,* •mnmm m^mw •»■'»' ""V • ~pottlbilt I«r tilfeottt oWll^lag iht Ptrit Strtlat to tar dtf lattt 
proms ^ fwtltUiiMi* Ibt eorwwpoodtatt, tnelottd W Kr* i«t» 
littamm tht Sttrtitiy of «*t Inttrior tad Santlw Ftttr it not too 
elttr la r^axtt to rtlttiocMlii^ of tbo Kttlontl Pn>k Strriot to 
tht copwlttue IntwtiJtod 5a tht prtatmtltn of tht mtkiaaoa Eoutt* 
1%*. do ?«llagtr tttbtd that ht tad Stnitor fwme iattrfftltd tht 
lottm ftm Stoiott3E7 (%iki»iBi U >MMa that tht SatloiMl JM Soanrltt 
t»«|jd oadtrti^ a rartor of tht pro^ofir* Bt fWlt that tht mtlandl 
'Park Serrid® laid not httn tot too|NWttltt awl that thtjr htd not it- 
ctlwl or had w kataltdit of mr mperk prwpmead W kp^aamu 
I ftel that a e«^ of kp^mam'n tmHoat rtport thoaid bo ttat 
to dt TAlagtr for tho uto of tar gram thl^ will wadart^ tht 
nrto^rratien of 5^ otapoutart. It wuld aim bt mot h^pfti If tht 
«aaM2igt« Qffiot, wo«ld d»ftat acrt elo*sid^ rtlatioBfltdm tatwota 
tht llatdmitl Park Sarrloe and tht firaterraitlan grotp* It wa dlffl- 
esat to dlaroaa aattas* with a«ah tatlafittlm boeaMoa of thla 

of a po2i.tf atataotnt toocomla® th® r«latlonshl|»* I adrlaad 
thtii at Hiaeh aa poatlbl«» en©oKra*!td that idwrarar, bat waa oaablt to 
toll tl-wi dtf !j3lt«lr dhat tha Sational Park Soiwlto would do. Mr. 
do miagtr f»®l* that If thtf am atatt that tha gwtltaal Parii Str- 
rlffift it adrlslng ttoa In to tho prBwarfttion of tha Dioklnaoit
Houatj ^at it would ba pomiblt ftr tho aoraamt to ba a oottaM.
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Thi f tragtlag la a full raicrt on tha proatnt atatua of tha 
ftr tha y ttttgwatitp of tht Cd^diuMia Staat* It la bapad 
Wndilaagton Off lew will tlarlfir oar ralatlocudilp with tht mawamaAt 
to that fwta» aiarftataBia with Mr, dt VtHagar will bt nort attia- 
ftetffiQF*
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AttMiMd i» a i»*oiM»M4 livttft odt ft Iftttiv freai 
Sftflvilaiy Ctupun %o S«iit!l«r prftpaxftd Ir

i^lftirai MTft (dLt«rl7 %bm tgrpa d!* «ftsl«iftiiM lAildi 
niU lift imt m» mu to gm in Vm vmmatnMm
«f ihft Ms WLakmvg Rant** It Sft ho^td that ibU draft 
mu ba 9i ftcaiataBaa to jroo*

■kyyyp~»-yy:.y-:
i > ‘'

s«.<- -'." '■

|y-^

\k^' 
•■ ,•' y.

P-P'
g’-'a

.^A4?AAg 

i,'';-.' 'A. .y
Alliiii
.-■>.. ir> g./g-'-Vvg :;'

44i:ti#^ ^ A.AfegA’v'l

"4; .f,4'IASA”ai|ifii|-pAA|a;il

’’A.
:.A. ■'

•■: ^ a-4...,v--‘4^1': ggiA :AA,-,;ir e’-'A 'a-a A'-aaAA ag j;:s

iA44a-&,i|l#eAg|i|« EiAli
..;A-- 4J. '

..-.‘y ' "■•''.*••' -. •-

X Ag:
A':,

a, ^

4aT
yAA-A.'-5iA®y:A.:

' 'yyyy. r .-.AirAA-'A EggA-gV-'A; iisc-A;4:v.:'44?a:4'’: ' AgAAg
• i'v.iXAk'A.xA.-'‘f4A- .'

,g|

'^i4xv/.ASlvM4Al;MA:;AA' AAA 4
isMyy ■ EA-'.A'

m. ■.«fS-y ■
;' .'.■Av.-v'”'is TX*:'.

••■' - -J TAA;f/Af,;,^.,; s . 4,^
i!wAaSsl«s*«Ag««g:a55«SlgX£Si#^4AA«|g4Ag.».;s



.V

/'■'/•a..'

: ,;:S;;;r^::
'■ 'i i,'" ‘ . . * • ‘ vr f ...... w

s

;■ ' feftli;

■:%:v -

- •••'••' •

■ -v ^. 
i^4v'
. ->v'. •• • .^:-vt- _

/;%: 
'.^4; •:•«.■

■ :

:v,;<■'• J

‘ ?■

■ J

'. "''jy.'-'

,'Mr
<■;!,;

• -y
£, ■■■ ■*;■:

M>■>:■' ' ,7'
*7

f :;;-$i'|5!f;||
Jup neixticisiltd In «gr letter of ISbrmber 6f I hinre dlaouaeed 

with the Wrectcr of ttie ietlwsaa P«r*t S«rr4fi» the qoMtioii of the 
extent to It wHl be ^slble for that Boreea to esalet the

or gnnipe Ijotersated in txndertaldiie ttie reetoretloii ezyl laree* 
ervation of the J^dtm IXUBMmm Benee near Sovor» DtXaaagre. Aithc»||i 
the Hoticmal Ihulc Serrloe does not believe that the house deaerves 
nations?, ireoasnltioni^ thof are interaeted in eneooraging « local 
organisatioQ in undertaleiae its preserratioiu Beeaasa no funds art 
avallahle for the porpoaa» howaver# the national Park Sarvioe will 
ba imable to ocntribnte dlreotiy to the OMt and mat oonfine Its 
asaietanoe to ganez^ luMjoe regarding raetoratiiit and ]preaervatloa 
pOLioies «oid teohniqties.

’-,4
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The nearest area of the national Baxie Serrioe to Dover is the 
Independenee letLonaL Htetorical Park Frojeot in Fbiladelpi^ Itma 
in this eaaa» hoHevar^ the dokinnon Rooee is nere than 13$ adlee 
iron downtoim Philadelphia and reqolree nearly a full dagr'e round 
trip in traffio*

^ have eeuRated the Besidant ilrOhlteety !4r« Gbarles K. 
Peterson, and tbe fmtk Rletorim, jQr« ^Imard H. RUsgr, regerdiag 
the lype of aeeUitaiige they nsy be able to give« Both of theee 
gentlfnam are willing to »lrise the group in a geanral wy* Their 
long experienee in the restoration and preservation of bistorle 
boUdlnga and tJwir knoidedge would be wart valuable* They have 
Tiaited Mokinaon Bonea with nr* da VaUngar and ara eoqoalnted 
with its oonUtlOD* Baoanea of tha vaxy heavy prt^pren of wnk beixy 
oarrisd by then in ecmneetion with the develoiaent of the Indbpendenoe 
llaticNaal Elstorioal Park Proijeot, it will not ba poaaible for than to 
oancy out or ai^arviae detail work in ooxswction with the preeervatlon 
of the DiokinKm Hooee.

.• ''-ii
rnkMi

-7 J
£v7

“■ft

A,

Vfe fe^ ^uit it would be advantageous for the grocp to aagdcBr 
a looal arcdiiteot to plan and direot the proaervation work as soon ae 
the property has been purohaaed* bk« Petersen will be glad to nonS^ 
nata an arohltaot and oonsolt with him as nueh as poeaibla* Tha first 
stsp stwrald ba a aat of aaasured drawings of existing oonditiaiai and 
one of tbs f iret deoislone ahoold be as to Whether or not a enstodlaa 
will maintain living quarters in the bonding*

. i.- ;.s

The historioal reaearoh phase of the progmi does not 4^^pear 
to be as urgent as the arOhiteotorsl work* Ik>* Riley has offered to 
ofsswine the reeords of the various insuraaoe ooi^saies in Fhilade^d^ 
in an effoirt to find early inauraaos survoya* Om suoh peliey it 
■sntionad la tiis M^dnson papers in the Dslaware State ArcMves* Be 
will aleo be glad to advise the Mstariaa of the group he eannot 
do the aottuQ. resoax^h* Hi idll also be idals to oonsolt with the groty

ftijj
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Attached is a proposed draft of a letter from V 
Secretary Chapman to Senator Frear, prepared by Dr. Riley, 
■which explains more clearly the type of assistance which 
will bo possible for this Park to give in the preserva-fcion 
of the John Dickinson House, It is hoped that this draft 
will bo of assis-banoe to you.

' T . XXi k.y;v|a

«v-;.yr^
■»' WmmrnMt'V-mX':i;y'y'.|Pf,

/s/ M, 0, Anderson 
M. 0, Anderson

, ■'">' , y V . enolosur,' •> * ^”
v^;;Nv„ .:Jx ■'•' t *“i\ ■* ..,5 f

... ..

Supertntendent '’ i /

uM-xx



■

>:? ■

ip

•tv .

s.:'

’■•'■• -.V,

'.“V-H., _ '-■ '•

'vl'. ■

'■■■. '.'V

5 V

np'PP-. ■W■■

'.■>v

i*',
=,r& : :''.

R-- : .
'.A'-r ;■

■.’ f"‘-

:S '■'• * ■*■

•.vAVrV'-.v,

■jfy---'' "'

mv.

•= >•
m-'’ p- '

■-

% ■

;j,:'
. e>' ■

0
p Diraft of letter to Senator Freer ret John Dickinson House

> Y

, • ' ■ ■■ •;■ ,;

• if
■'..s-m";

As laentioned in my letter of NoTomber 6, I have discussed 
with the Director of the National Park Seirvioe the question of the 
extent to which it will be possible for that Bureau to assist the 
group or groups interested in undertaking the restoration and pres­
ervation of the John Dickinson House near Dover, Delaware. Although 
the National Park Service does not believe that the house deserves 
national recognition, they are interested in encouraging a local 
organization in undertaking its preseirvation. Because no funds are 
available for the purpose, however, the National Park Service will 
be unable to contribute directly to the cost ajid must confine its 
assistance to general advice regarding restoration and preservation 
policies and techniques.
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The nearest area of the National Park Service to Dover is the 
Independence National Historical Park Project in Philadelphia. Even 
in this case, however, the Dickinson House is more than 125 miles 
from downtown Philadelphia and requires nearly a full day's round 
trip in traffic.

..........

We have ccus^lted the Resident Arthitect, Mr. Charles B. 
Peterson, and the Paric Historian, Dr, Edward M, Riley, regarding 
the type of assistance they may be able to give. Both of these 
gentlemen are willing to advise the gjroup in a general way. Their 
long experience in the restoration and preservation of historic 
buildings and their knowledge would be most valuable. They have 
visited the Dickinson House with Mr. de Valinger and are acquainted 
with its condition. Because of the very heavy program of work being 
carried by them in connection with the development of the Independence 
National Historical Park Project, it will not bo possible for them to 
carry out or supervise detail work in connection with the prosejrvation 
of the Dickinson House.

' y-i-' K ‘4
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We feel that it would be advantageous for the group to employ 
a local architect to plan and direct the presejrvation work as soon as 
the property has been purchased, Mr. Peterson will bo glad to aomi- 
nate an architect and consult with him as ranch as possible. The first 
stop should bo a set of measured drawings of existing conditions and 
one of the first decisions should be as to whether or not a custodian 
will maintain living quarters lin the building.

' 'r:JiW
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The historical research phase of the program does not appear 
to be as urgent as the architectural work. Dr. Riley has offered to 
examine the records of the various insurance companies in Philadlephia 
in an effort to find early insurance surveys. One such policy is 
mentioned in the Dickinson papers in the Delaware St^i^te Archives. He 
will also be glad to advise the historian of the group but he casanot

-'I‘ ‘"I

do the actual research. He will also be able to consult with the group ' ^
on interpretive plans iriieii that point in the development of the 
area is reached. /fiiPl

Oscar L. Chapman
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

Washington 25. D. C.

In raply r«f«r t»t 
JJBB WASO-E

MPm Leon d» ^nftUxtgtn** A** 
Stat* Arohiviat of Dolmmurm 
Sov0T, DelMmarw

‘J:
-i 1EC2^ 195

Dwur Ur. dm WOLla^art
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m» b0!m rmomatly hmm lafmnmd of *3m pJmmamtb taai 
pmfltolOo mmnfmrmaom that Dr. Bdmri M. ELlmy, of thU Sarrtoa 
hald with ym om EmomiUm’ 4» la roffurd to tha prMwrratlon prohloMi 

tha Dl«*iiwn gwiao propwrtgr. »®ar Dow, Dolainuno.

Dr. Riloy raporta that tha mat praaalxig naada itet «ara 
outliaad fay you aad tha fiLstoria Aetialtiaa Coaadttaa of tfaa Dow 
Chaptar of tha Coloxiial Daww ara for arohitaetaral and pW«ni»e 
adrloa at thla Intinreatlng stnMtura. Dr. Silay alao atatad Idiat 
ha had diaeuaaed with you aa aaaastial raaaaxvh prograa in ra^ird 
to ‘^ia alto, idiioh you indloatad that through your aaalatanaa 
tha Coaadttaa o^mld probably aooanpllah, toeathmr with ataaa all^ 
aaalatanaa from Dr. Rllay in raipurd to raaoardh <m tha 
hlatory of tha proparty.

vSfi
■-yM

X

ymi 'X- -i
"■

■i-

It aaa croatiLy anaoun^ng tor vm to laara that, throui^ 
yoor laadarshlp and that of iAm Conaittaa, thara mm mp/pom a 
dlatiaot proapaat that azt orltaiaad novanaitt undar inrlaata sp<maor» 
ahlp will oadarMta tta rMtoratlon and praaarvatlon of thla laopariy. 
la ordar that yon aay hara a daflalta statOMaat of tha Intaraat of 
tMa Sanrieo la ^ ftertharaaoa of this prl'vata narawnt, aa am 
glad to aay that tha National Parte Sarvlea will uadartaka, olthla 
tha linlta of ita aaallabla ftmda, to glra you imd tha Coanlttaa 
ganaral aredtLtaoiatral and planning advioe. lhan you and tha Ckaad.tt«a 
nao« auoh aonwiltatlaa adrloa, it la auggaatad that you aoBBtialoata, 
with Mr. Slbart Cooc, Raglonal Dlraotor of our RagloB Qna Offloa,
900 Horth Loribar^ Straat, Rlohnond 20, WrgLiiia. In addition, aa 
ballava it vould fa« wy halpfni if the Coradttaa aould anploy an 
arehltaot aho aould glra day to day auporriaion to tha project, ahiah 
tha Sarviaa la unable to do. At Dr. Rilay«a auggaatlott ua am alao 
analoalQg fmr yw Inforaatlon and that of tha Conaittaa tno iwtploa 
of SUtorian Applaaaun*a hiatorioal survey report regarding thla 
property.
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Pleas* feel free to eosraanioate eith Kr. Cex or this

\y;
''. * .. y-z. ■ ■<•: * '

______________________ _____Of^ee ia T9fftr& to ^e problem of the rmtoratlon and preaerratlaia "" 
.program at the Jcdm Dlc^iiuion House« as me are greatly interested 
ia tkm proposals to sae* this struotur* sad eant 1» gl-w you any ■'• -■ - ^-'f. 
'ftorther asalstaao# that is within our power to do so. . ,-•

Sineerely yoursi
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Washington 25, D. C.

In r«ply T^ur tot 
L58 1QLS0-H ■;?

mo O 1951 .. '--'t

Ion. J. Allon Frear* | 
Itelted Statns Smato 
Washlngtcm 25« D. C.
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VfyA, Sraator Fmart

Zb aeeordaneo nith Assistant Dirootor Ttl8an*8 latter of 
■ov«id»er SO to you regarding the John Dickinson House, near Do-for* 
Dslaiiare, I aa pleased to report ^at Dr. ipnard H. Riley* of this 
S9rriee, eonfsirred vith Mr. Leon do Valinger on Deoeoiber 4, in 
regard to the preservation probleas at this struetore.

Folloeing a oonfemiee at Mr. de Talinger*s offioe in 
Dover, an examination of the struoture and property eas zaade hy 
Hsssrs. Riley and de taiinger. Dr. Mley learned from Mr. de Vaiingsr 
that the ffl.storio Aotivitiee Committee of thi Dover Chapter of the 
Colonial Dames and eertain other private liuiividtials have recently 
shoim a distlet interest in porohasing the house and a small tract 
of land at the site eith a view of undertaking under private sponsor­
ship a no^MMt and progressive progrun of restoration and preservation. 
Dr. Riley found that the most urgent needs of this (kasaittee and its 
private supporters are for arohlteotural emd planning advice in eon- 
neetion vdth the project. Dr. Riley diseusaed aith Ur. de VaiiJ^;er 
an outline for an essential hlstorioal research program, vAileh Mr. 
do manager felt the Cotnlttee mould be in a position to undertake 
under his dlreotion. Historian Appletam, of this Ssrviee, has 
prepared a historical survey study of the John Dickinson propwrty 
of vddLeh me shall be pleased to formard copies to Mr. do Wtling«r 
for his VM« and for the use of the Ccmsalttee.

Seeretary Chapsna in his letter of Movembsr 6 to you 
rs^rding the Di<dcinson Bbuss, suggested tlmt the advisory assistance 
of this Sssrvicc in regard to restoration end preservation policies 
and teehniquss mould be available mithin the limits of cadsting 
appropriations in connection mith private effozHa to save and pre­
serve tbs Dickinson House. I mant you -to kiunr that this Service is 
-milling to give suoh assistance as is uithiB its pomr in advising 
Mr. de Tialinger and the local groups mith general architectural and 
planning problems at the Ditdclnson Hemse property, and % am advising 
Mr. ds Talingsr of oy -visms on this matter. TOisn he and the CoBmdttee

- vm

■

: BBi:
,4.

'“V

B A’

B'0'
•s ,



V-

>s»-V '
I"

^It »d^ee, m are suggesting that he oonamnicate
T^h Mr. Blbei*t Cox, Regional Director of our Region One Office,
900 North Lombardy Street, Richmond 20, Virginia. In addition, m 

^ helpful if the Committee mould employ an 
arohit^ mho could gime day to day supervision to the project, irhieh 
the Serrioe is unable to do.
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^ rijV ' , , fcopy tfOi Regional Director, Region One (2)
1:1;:* /: Supt., Independence N.H.P.P,

Assistant Director Lee 
Design and Construc^on Dim, 
History Division
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.
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Mr, BoluaxI r. Lm 7^
AMlsUnt QIrtetor n
Ifaitioiaa Park Sorvlea 
U. S. D(v>artinaat of tto l&ttxlar 
Vuhiagton 2$, D« C*
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'7 7 JSmik ym fbr your li/tUat of Dw»abor 20 and iha ' '-^74
ooplot of Mr. Appl««an»» oxedUoni ropori on tlw Jetan Dtokj^iip^ - "1

... ----------- . "S;"*'''S'f7^‘Ss,v:S;vS.;^,Hmtno. yi9 are idaaaed to have tliia ftaa report* *7?
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mm aapaaiaUy plaaaad to loam fron the third 
pamgraph of your Uttar that the national Park Sarvloa eill ^ „
taha» elthln the linlta of ita anmlUbU funda, to gUe the Ckaadttae W^:U
ganaral arehitaetural and pUnnlxig advlea* Va ean asaora you that 
thla h^p vill ha aneh appreelatad ai»it as soon as our plana are 
fomolatad battar» 1 am sura that Mrs* Charles Laa Aaesa, Jr.«
Rh>irMn of the Rlstoxloal AoUvlUas Conslttaa of the Dhlaiiara 
Soeiaty of the Colonial Danas* vill oaMnnieata vith Mr. Gok as 
reqaasted by you.

' I ■si
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As you tBufcubtedly know* Dr. SiUy has recently aont us
___ informtion ha ^aaaid fTon the flUs of tba Insaranos
Co^Mhy of north Anariea. Althou# thU did not contain any in* 
fomation that was startling* it was bs3j>fal in arxpplamaatSjig what 
Ma had. Va are iadtaad obligad to Br« Bilay for sarvaying the sits 
of the Dickinson House and for his interest in davelcidng this 
fhrthar infoxnation for us.
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; .7..
, • rs . /:

--i';, ■7-

; 7^-;:

n^> '> 7^ 7 '>

;/ ' ' ■'

“ ■ -7:
7;i7:75777-".

A/.Leon da mingaic^

:v
-■ ,v

■-.

r'7; "7''7 Jf;
$ti^ Ar^i^st

7-7?.r'V

-S77:. .o:
33, .1^7.7

:-7'. ,7V 7 "4Vf||7|s3V7b7 477'77;f 7^ 1S7'.1-77;7'^^##S7 mM

Saif S;S'W; JiWSfi#aai
'7' 7 V,'.’ T. r 7•>u

....' '• .4
‘S'- ■- ...fes'

■?* 77 is! Vi S-- »ii* wsssii
v7«s "■■ 7:.:7; j57:.v»r-



:-z.

K^M'
■"s ■•■<' - "v ; ■* .S?i;,;.tS

UNITED STATES

mm

e-s

fir ■

MT 
p' ;

m.

'■'A,,-'

A.
?:k'

-%'■

j,.,,,. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 7P;Jpa;|^^
:■■NATIONAL PARK SERVICE " r»v.». I .,s^S

Jaly 15, 1551

tel^Unal SiriMiort Rafimi Hqmi

t, Zad^pMiMw nm

■ ,.‘f: '*/ ;*■'

8al>J««ta «. h«m. fc»r..«««.-' 'I
2vp

Keftnrwma Is asit to yoor —lerinrtna of 
JWLy 82 zoqpistliig car sasMtostwiil oAvlos on Vbm 
Mn PloIrtiMow Honss.

■, ■ ■, i ; J';■■',3?.''tL 'Hiii•i ,;tfs
.e WH'^

»r. RttmrsM hss mis «a i^pyolataantilr. do mi««or «t Do^ for Jaiy 85. .;' ^ figlli

mtm
■ f if i^K;

'■' . V ' :%'' ''■>■ ■A ' ■ A-

H. 0. taioriioa 
Siqwxlatosdoat

■' .,-*■

nm^&
- ■»■

$?:#i
,A-'

M .

?> Kt,:
• .-'

•■-.,■ .•

-v-
:*..■/

-..t.

Af-Ai

A: AAAmAMmmmmm
A^cAA:■■•'V • ”3,.

k 'CV-'

3?--

P‘ 4

:i: -?■;., '■ 
•’^ »•', ■

Ci. ■-

-v,= 3r\. ■fOiS* * •'
• •'■■■■■!,•■

'•

% 3* . I

A A ifiA

-AAl.AAWm-mmfmsmrn
imMM:



-■ 'i'r--' . '"i ,

......

July 30, 1952

Dear Mr* deValingert
Herewith^re &Srj^ ccxmedts on tlie^l6i^raJiscM:i,% at St*^jj;D»es 

Creek^^^^^J^t Coun^^^l3elaT«tre^ made Wr^he resfef of our yointT^spection 

on ^y 30.

1. The documents you have recently located relative to the 

fire of 180H are veiy valviable in tinderstanding the structure as it now 

exists. It is quite clear that the upper part of the house built by 

Judge Samuel Dickinson about 1735 — with its "peaks" front and back and 

the third floor rooms with garret above — was of a distinctly different 

character. The informally arranged openings in the rear, set in English 

bond brick walls are definitely pre-feorgian in feeling. The old roof 

lines seen in the attic of Addition No. 1 are also remains of earlier 

structures not readily understandable,

2. As I believe you suggested, the most practicable date for 

restoration is the 1805 period after the fire. The house as it now stands 

has been little changed since that time. The interior trim is almost com­

plete for that period. It seems quite evident from Dicldnscn’s letter of 

April 1|, l8oH, that the house had been completely gutted during the fire,

3. It seems certain that there is not room in the old house 

for quarters for a custodian and public comfort station facilities too.

For that reason I would pull off AdditLon No, 2, even though it has a 

certain picturesqueness. It is so far gone that it cannot be stabilized 

without considerable expense.

M'M



It, As to new buildings s They could be conjectural restorations 

of old structures now gone. As you point out, in an old but undated docu­

ment, Mckinson had 2$ negroes. That indicates a large farm layout with 

quite a few outbuildings. If the grounds were systematically trenched, 

foundations would probably prove the locations of these buildings, idiich 

could be reconstructed. Perhaps it would be better in the end to build them 

in a frankly modern s^Jyle at a decent distance from the old house, especially 

since there seems to be no old farm groups to study for precedent,

5, In any case, I would (a) carefully piill off the two porches 

and cut dovm the nearby weeds so as to allow an uninpeded view; (b) prime 

paint all old woodwork now weathering fast; and (c) prepare a careful set of 

measured drawings as the basis for the restoration studies, A full set of 

the latter should be made - not only for the guidance of the mechanics but 

for the approval of the various parties concerned with the promotion. The 

drawings would show clearly the proposed work on paper so as to avoid mis­

understandings Tdxich could otherwise develop,

6, The present main comice, front and rear, is'a later replace­

ment and out of character. A new one should be designed, using precedent 

from nearby houses of the period - in case old photographs or other data 

are not found. It would seem worth while to conduct an extensive campaign 

to locate such material,

7, It takes a great deal of time to really study an old building 

and to understand it, Hie above recoinnendations should be evaluated, knowing 

that 1he writer has seen the house cnly twice (very briefly at that)
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and is not familiar with Delaware architecture#
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Charles E. Peterson 
Resident Architect
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OFFICE MEMORANDUM UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO s Superintendent, Independence NHPP DATE: July 30, 1952

FROM : Resident Architect
SUBJECT: Restoration of Dickinson House at St. Jones Creek,

Kent County, DdHi®l?

Yesterday, with Architect Lipari, I drove down to Dover and the 
Dickinson House, leaving at 9:1*5 and returning at 9*1*5 P*®* 
(via New Castle).
I prepared a letter with conments to Mr. de Valinger which he 
read (and seemed to approve) while I wais there (copy attached)*

■■■

r"'' * - i

'if

It seems that Senator Frear is tired of voting appropriations 
for National Paries when Delaware doesn* t have one* Because the 
Federal ownership of the Dickinson Hoiiuse was ttimed down, he 
wants a complete master plan for development as our contribution*

■■

-iv'
Such a plan would require a lot of work in this department - 
probably more than we have spent so far on any one building 
except Independence Hall itself. This is especially true since 
it takes two hours each way to drive by the fastest route*

'.s:'

' - «l

If we have to make the measured drawings, the only thing I can 
see is to set up a summer camp there next year. One team could 
probably do the operation in about four weeks*

V
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Charles E* Peterson 
Resident Architect

cct Regional Director, I
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Indepsucenco !:-t!on2n"at£irlf;'! F:r!' Project 
Old Custo:n Kouca - 4.1 e isotiiut Street 

Philadelphia 6, Pennsylvania
'V - .■ t
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August 5» 1952

Mr. Leon de Yalinger, Jr* 
State Archivist of Delaware 
Dover, Delaware

''"I
■; ^>:l

Dear Mr. de Yalinger:
Ve recently were requested by o\ir Reglcaial Office to have our Mr« 

Charles E. Peterson, Resident Architect, get in touch with you in response to a 
request vdiich you had addressed to Mr. Elbert Cox, Regional Director, Richmond, 
Ylrginia, on July lU for advisory assistance In connection with the Dickinson 
House at St. Jones Creek, Kent County, Delaware.

As Mr. Peterson no doubt informed you at the time he and Mr. Lipari 
of this office visited and consulted with you on July 30, he has noir departed 
for an extended European visit. Before he departed, he brought to my attention 
the draft of a set of recommendations which he indicated had been reviewed with 
you on July 30. These recoonendation and suggestions which were reported to 
have been considered and discussed between yourself and Mr. Peterson are noted 
as follows:

1. The documents you have recently located relative to the fire of 
I80U are very valuable in understanding the structure as it now exists. It is 
quite clear that the iq>per part of the house built by Judge Samuel Dickinson 
about 1735 —* wito its "peaks" front and back and the third floor rooms with 
garret above — was of a distinctly different character. The informally arranged 
openings in the rear, set in English bond brick walls are definitely pre- 
Qeorgian in feeling. The old roof lines seen in the attic of Addition No. 1 
are also remains of earlier structures not readily understandable.

2. As I believe you suggested, the most practicable date for restora­
tion is the 1805 period after the fire. The house as it now stands has been 
little changed since that time. The interior trim is almost complete for that 
period. It seems quite evident from Dickinson’s letter of April L, I80U, that 
the house had been conq>letely gutted during the fire.

3. It seems certain that there is not room in the old house for quart­
ers for a custodian and public comfort station facilities too. For that reason 
I would piill off Addition No. 2, even though it has a certain picturesqueness.
It is so far gone that it cannot be stabilized without considerable e:q>ense.

It. As to new buildings: They covild be conjectural restorations of
old structures now gone. As you point out, in an old but undated document, 
Dickinson had 25 negroes. That indicates a large farm layout with quite a few 
outbuildings. If the grounds were systematically trenched, foundations would 
probably prove the locations of these buildings, which could be reconstructed. 
Perhaps it would be better in the end to build them in a fraricly modern style 
at a decent distance from the old house, especially since there seems to be no 
old farm groiqps to study for precedent.
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5* In any casttf I vould (a) carefully pull off the two porches and 
cut down the nearby weeds so as to allow an uniwpeded view; (b) pziaa paint all 
old woodwork now weathering fast; and (c) prepare a careful set of a»asured 
drawings as the basis for the restoration stupes* A full set of the latter 
should be made - not only for the gtiidance of the mechanics bat for the approval 
of the various parties concerned with the promotion* The drawings would show 
clearly the proposed work on paper so as to avoid misunderstandings which could 
otherwise develop*

6* The present main comice, front and rear, is a later replacement 
and out of character. A new one should be designed, using precedent from near­
by houses of the period - in case old photographs or other data are not found*
It would seem worth while to conduct an extensive campaign to locate such material*

7* It takes a great deal of time to really stu<fy an old building and 
to understand it* The above recommendations should be evaltiated, knowing that 
the writer has seen the house only twice (very briefly at that) and is not familiar 
with Delaware architecture*

As has been previously suggested to Senator Frear and yourself by 
representatives of the National Parit Seitvlce, it is believed that efforts by 
you to arrange for the eiq)lo3nDent of a local architect to carry out restoration 
work on the house would be the logical procedure to follow* lAille Mr* Peterson 
and possibly other members of our staff would be happy to assist with occasional 
consviltation and advice, the pressure of their duties here prevents them from 
being able to consider spending time in connection with actual on site supervision 
or carrying out of the plans iddch he might be of assistance la helping you 
develop*

Ih** Petersen expects to return about the middle of September and if 
his advisory services are desired subsequent to that date, it would be appreciated 
if you would get in touch with us*

Very truly yours • ..1

cc: Regional Director, I
C. £• Peterson

M* 0* Anderson 
Siperintendant . .
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August 13, 1952 
Ir-58

Mr. Elbert Cox 
Regional Director 
National Park Service 
Region One 
Richmond, Virginia

Dear Mr. Cox:

In accordance uith your letter of July 22, Ifr* Charles E. Peteron, 
Resident Architect of your Philadelphia office, came to Dover on July 30, in 
conqpany with Mr. Lipari, and spent the afternoon with me at the John Didcins<m 
Maasl<»i. Ue are indeed grateful for the excellent suggestions he gave us for 
making the building weather-tight preparatory to closing it in for the winter* 
These suggestioas were reiterated in Mr. H. 0. Anderson’s letter of August 5, 
of which you have undoubtedly received a copy* We have transmitted these suj^» 
gestlons to our Advisory Com^ttee and we are prepared to put them into effect*

De^lte these valued suggestions and Mr. Peterson’s willingness to 
cooperate, we were disappointed to learn that that was apparently all the 
Philadelphia office understood it was to do for us. It was our understanding 
in view of Senator Frear’s conversatltxi with Secretary Chapman and his letter 
offering assistance, that the National Park Seirvlce would be in a position not 
to make e^qpenditures on the restoration of the John Dickinson Mansion, but to 
give us guidance and any other assistance within its means* We realize that 
Mr. Peterson would be mable to give day to day stqpervlsion of the work and we 
are not asking that of him or any other employee of the National Park Service* 
What we do desire and hope you can give us is a master plan for the proper 
restoration of this historic house and suggestioas for its proper administration 
as an historic site by our Commission. We realise this would require the making 
of measured drawings by employees of your staff, but it was our understanding 
that this, together with concrete suggestions «nd specifications, was contained 
in Secretary Chapman's offer. If I am correct in my assumptions, will you 
please verify them and also indicate idien we may expect enployees of your de­
partment to begin preparation of such a master plan for us*

We have nearly coiq>leted the historical research on this hoiise, so 
that this would not have to be toidertaken by any of the meadiers of your staff*

Cordially yours,

S/ Leon de Valinger Jr. 

State Archivist
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follovj^ig rooeipt of your aoreoranduK of ihai^t IS 00 flift 
ihovft iubJOct, w h*TO aado a caroful' study of our fi3«» ami caaaiit#--4''.v^ 
®«ats mad« by this office regarding advisory Msistaaae to be gtvoo ^ ^

: 'in oonnecUoB vdth the restoration of the' John DloMnson .louse in .
Skiver, DeXaaare.
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Ihere is no reference in my of our correspondence m 
"this STcdiJeet' to prosdsing more than advisory, service by i&rvice ■_ 
personnal* Since the■ inactivation of ■the His'boric imerican Build-* ,■ 
ings Survey, which was financed .larfely-throuih ¥,,?,k»..g and to a., ,.
small extent With a a^A project, the oearvice has no available per^ 
eohnel with whldti to raeasure old baiidinga of historic intez^t* lit** 
PeterscKi estimated that a xiieasuring squad would require about four 
weeks to make measured drsNiags of the dickiason Hoiaset It would 
take practically all the architectural talent of ^gion One t» make 

socdi a squad, and the abaolomaeiit for a month of all your resizbir 
work', to midce .their services available. - Salaries and per di«a would 
amount to several thousand dollars. Ihe legality of spending such 
a sum on a Bon-Federal project could certainly be questioned;, ovwn 
assuming that otherwise you could xKidertake the work.

Sr.

\

It TOttms to this office that the visits to the site of 
Messrs. Jitiley, iopari, Fet«rson, etc*, and the probability that . 
ffubseqpuit visits will fallow if tlie restoration project is under*^ 
tiOcen, constitute c<wisiderable amiistaace to Mr. de Malinger and 
M,g group. It is a fast two-hour drive each way from ?hiladelp4iia 

,xv ,- ''x to'Bover, and d©rvioe ropresentati'vea .certainly cannot be expected ' 
■% '113 * 'to take dMTge of aj^ day-to-day work at the site. ‘Ihe local ^ovp 

aiapXy must secure ti«* services of a local ai*chit6ct, whom we shall 
be glM to continue to mtvlse.
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¥e trust that you ere able to explain this sltuatiozi to 

Lean de Valinger and that the restoration of the Dickins<m 
„ , tfouse may -p» forward on a cooperative basis in tdiich our

. , “1'-^.v '4a sta-ictly limited to advice and cons'ultation. .v-v.;.:.'-j'
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^ ■ Copy to: ■' History Division
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
REGION ONE

Richmond, Virginia
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■%7 •77 ■Z'^' >'

:h 7-i;

i;«5

" ..,■»■

. . . >: ,|»F
S? ' • ' "v'. , 7y".

n■r'.’.:'■'•.i'■;

Mr. LiKn d« ?alinger» Jr. 
Stat« Arehirist of D^avare 
Dcvw, DelBOfan

^ ' •:■ ' • ■" >.- :., -.•- 
' . I'-.; ' ,■ ' -s,..!,yj;

V.,

SmM-:
77;7:. ■ '7 7^71 ' '

My dear Mr. d« ¥aling«ri -
this is to adviss yoa that Mr. Dani«(L l&reslSn, ar- 'V <; VI?V/>= 

-shitsct of this office, will arrire at your office in Dover on ■
the noznlng of DeemdMr 10 to confer wil^ you and your archi­
tect on the restoration of the Jdm Dickinsen House.

fci--';?" rf.:,:7-

,7‘ ,i.‘ . ■■ ■■ ::

X an sure you will find Mr. Breslin both capable 
and helpful md ife sincerely hope that the United tine iddeh 
we are able to spare fron our own program of vogk will be of 
assistance to you.

: r,-v:f

.,ir

’,.-i ■ .-liffiliiiiii:.:.;
Sincerely yours,

(SIGNED)

•‘S'jstia*

'7§m77?'M
'

■: ^/'■'■ ".' '¥^ AiWystaot Begional Director
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

• i!* -•

'/ V ' ' NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

*!iiiiL5SHAS0-1S

REGION ONE 

Richmond, Virginia

,,.:S,;-4.,,,

'' '^- '’} T ■
v'1 ,.• ■; ,

V v's;':: -' ■; ;;:#:«w»randiim

• TIm Directw

, ^ ^ V,;: ,

................................................ , „

V iifSiiiii^fc
D««biiT:|»,,^s||||||g||j^

’ ■'* '-■■■ ,r..' tVv-:

tSSiSS
■'•■<“'' r<'i '■'*: ^. ''' •

■:':e

rrcMt Asalstast Reglmal Dlreetor, Refflm Qait ' ............ .', ^ ^

. ' , S«&5«ts yiaonr ^ S®nrli» .Sji Hestoflpa*---4|||^^
;‘t;................
7iii ■'■ e«s>!'’ i • ■" / - ■ fi';

i# maAm to jmr msmraxiam of lfoT«Bft>er 25, anAjoci ,;4;.pill
M-ilKwo. In this e^Bwsiioa wo forward a copy of Architect BroalinU ■,7 ^

' - * ^ ' Mflort on hia recent wieit at the John Dickinson Mansion in Dower, '
..........^ip^Sft^-Oeljnwrs, It wa«^«vi|sntly a very profitable ocsaaion.

ijwpwrti on his recent visit at the John Dickinson Mansis in Dover,

i'4a: .sfgiasi

Tobin ■4^

, ■., ^ ...... .. 4;.^,'„...... ■, . ^ ,. „.
'mm

• V . ....-

’Jiaistant He.gionaI Directs

i^iiXiifiIii‘Pi«
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■'i. ., ''-'''.'?^'- ■S''

»ii

5^''
lh« R«gional Director

■■ .. ..............................................................................

■ ■

,, .. T / • , '■■' • ‘"■‘' i . . ’'-■ . ■ '■ ' ,' ■ . , ■ S'. •,Js3‘ . ■'

" 4 tisit to the John Dlel^oa Kansion, Dover, Delawtre

v5>: ,n;.

■:4.
W'3

4:.-a,'A ''

•• > ’;^r '■'i»^....

4-"'VyOn December le, 1952, the writer vieited the John Dickineon Haneioo, f 4jp| 
five miles southeast of Dover, Delaware, In eompany with Mr. Leon de 
Vallnger, Jr., State Archivist ior Delaware, as reqiiested hy memorandua

............................................................. " ............................ ■ ' " ,4'*^f aUU^A^i^va f W* e f warww%^from the Director, dated Novasbwr 25, 1952.

4iI dolifi^Jted to see the way the restoration■ of this historic howsf 
is ftrogressing under'"yio direction'of Mr. de Valinger and his advisory ■

U% i- ■

W:
board. As the house Is in very good condition, very little replacement i'?:

4-:N|fc, ■■

UW4M^e AW W*W iAUUWW A.9 404 W JT w.*v**^ » w« ^ ^ ^ ............
of adSBing members and architectural details Will be necessaryj eonse-
quently, most of my visit was spent in going into variLous technical res^ v

____________ _____________________ __ _______ _best methods of heating an historic house. In anticipation of this, I '"■^ '.t>,

toratlon methods.
Mr. de Valinger had a great many queatlms to ask concerning the

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------o--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ............... - . , , ■had saaple prints of ths heating layouts for the Ford Mansion and the v;
Hasdces House wito me which I used to illustrate my suggesticns for aolving^ ,

. ,' -■ ... _i . a4-j_ __>i

..*4' :>

their problem, Mr. de Valinger seoBiod to be pleased with all of this and 
stated that he felt better able to deal with the heating contractors Tdx«i 
thay arrive at that p|iase of the restoratim.

Frctt this we went on to such things as pointing vp brick wca4ej re- i f
,'m^ng .white wash from the water-tablej locating electric outlets-} loc«?>'y4|f^::4,;-g
'..'a .a . » M, . -.a Jl_____m..aaaa. ________ ..a^la^ad ' a.JS*' J aaA. 4V\A Vi/%1«SSjfe '‘’"^>’'-1''-'..^V ' ' tion of proposed ecaefort station} best method of interpreting the house % »
to visitors} burglar and fire protecUm) aleaning woodwork and scraping ; 
for original paint aaB5>lea on the interior trim} preservation of iron i -ft
objects} beat location for a parking aras} special use permits for toalr

;ir!‘4. ' . v^
4"’ ■'. ■'

..‘jS

surplus land} and fall the thousand and end other questions that arise 
during a restoration.

S' i
4 'f' 1S4:

I tried to aaswer all of theaa quesUons by Citing tha mathods used 
by the National Park Service. Thooe that I was in doubt about, i.a., tha

, . best methods for preserving iron objects,' I have,, ainca my retura -to tha- .;• '.4
___ ' '___________j.il.- __ _ *Um mmwiavi anil -./VRegional Office, jarocured the «6orrect answers froa the proper sources and 

forwarded same to him with other items from our files that I felt would 
be most helpful.

V" --S'-s,: *’.'■5S'.
.Ass

'".y.-ir:-

«r. d. Tallng.r »d hi. .dTi.oty board ha.. «n««^.d a great Baa. 
of dooUmantary material pertaining to tha rabuilding of this house after ' t: 

of 1804, which is simplifying their Job to a large emtent. It ^

:-’'4 11-^^

, , -„, '

■if*"'.iliiSSAW
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JI^Mppmwt* te'iMi;lX tiuqr'eaatlimi ta a|ipro&i^. th#lr imsW-Ai vith th* 
'.'''Ath^fughi aod e«r« that thay ha?« asariadt in tha paat^^ ihme* %m no 

■■■1^ thair raatoration projaat aaa fail to ba a ^eat iuaawa.
:.' ■' 1 ;:v';. ... . v, , ■' ' ...

Daniai J« Braalto

’■%M
*;s«

J ■: .%3%rZSv:>l
.S«*

■ IK'', c ¥kr
", -f't '.'“i ' ,r,i^ ' ' ■■'. .'■»^’ ■
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^ \ * Branch of the Delaware State Museum
■;:f:/y''''&s"^ii:, - y. . .'■

••'V ••.'• •

i.Mr. Ronald F. Lee 
Regional Director 
TJhited States Dept, of the Interior 
National Park Service 
Region Five Office 
1^3 South Third Street 
Philadelphia 6, Pennsylvania,

The John Dickinson Mansion
■'. • jri-'

■'::_ y M'-, ''

y
"y-'

-i- ■^.^.

"X-i,: -■
?;.-■ :■' . yyyymMmmymmm

Dear Mr. Lee:
sy'-,- ''•

^yi:i
Recently I discussed with yOu InfbrmiLly the

\:v;k'

HSyyliy
.y^\;

^;-

■;>i#

procedure for having the John Dickinson Mansion, near Dover'^’^^^y^f^^ift^?^.: ^
', . . , ■■ ..... , ■" ^

designated as a National Historic Site. We wish to have '

“this letter considered as our formal plication for such a ‘ ^ ^

, designation and ask that you please consider it and fcrward''i.t^;jy~:‘|^y|ly-^“'^
" ■ .' '■ - .> ' • y “> Jy

:to the National Office. ', ,i -U?M, ^ *
y.' ■' ,' -■.■. ^ ^

The John Dickinson Mansion is wholly owned hy the rnmwM
^ \-i'' State of Delaware and administered by it. In the acquisition .* ' ^4

............i%

*: 'il? •■' of the property we were greatly assisted by the National 

Society of Colonial Dames in the State of Delaware and many

$

V:,fc.i ................•p-,.. .,,....,y ..y..
other organizations and individuals in both the restoration " ^ T ^4,. L ‘'kykXf'

and the furnishings.

We are enclosit^ publications which will provide ‘ s y ‘

■' 1- ' > yhu with: the historical backgroiond regarding the Importance- V - y ' ' ‘
<!.•

John Dickinson Mansion and his part, es one the' y- ^

€"y£y’m yMmmmmm
y-ky-H'-.ys



^;:. t i: ■■•'' %S£lfl-' rf'' j&# ^3
■^""

- ...... 'V. :•■,• „ ’•... '3-4^'

V,'v 4, • ' ■■;■>»,■■ •'■' '• ■.'■■? '■’‘ ■ ,.

l-'. - .
fg?r-^^

founders of our Country. If we can provide 'you vitii

V-

further Information please do not hesitate to coranunicate .. ./f ??- 

with us. Copies of this letter are heing sent to Senators ^

J. Allen Freer and John J. Williams as we believe they will 

be interest in having .this'historic mansion designated as, '
S%fe..,--.3>

■■■

a National Historic Site, Thanking you for your considera-

^tion,., I:"am, ■ ''.'V'*'"'.33 *3 •"4" ■■" '. , 7, „-,

^ ; -7* ■ 7' - ■ Cordially yours,

\.:J*^,'3i':7..7vi77-7 ■V"?iJI
-v- •-’■■4 '77

4ir3 .*i.sW’;R::r 37a:........ 7:7:7 '“,77 ,#<^7%
-J ■.« -.'. >D.». ;-ri, »7:.-,.,- ,.>,av-43 

:-'av .... a •-' P'Si:^

^ 7 erector

m&mx''.;.77,;
cc: Senator Freer

Senator Williams^"' 
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Mr. I«on de Valinger, Jr., Director 
John Dickinson Mansion 
P. 0. Box 710 
Dover, Delaware

Dear Mr. de Vallnger:

: '■ ''' '•• ■.-■X'-' ■.-'' '■■.:>^‘''-’'X' -tW'/

■' -::%■■ 
,.-.v.^

00
■- ■ " ■ ,xv:/»

Thank you for yxsur letter of June 9* We shall consider lt_p yo»^ 44iiiPll^r

^'s'- V;' -/V-r:

formal ajq?lication for official designation as a National Historic ^

■ ''WM
X’r ■'

You will recall that I mentioned, during our recent discussion, that ,. *w
- the National Park Service is conducting the National Survey of His-UUC .imvxuucu. XCU.A. IJCJL V J.W wvMS4.Mwv.bMo ---------------------------- ‘ ‘ ^torlc Sites and Buildings as an Important aspect of its MISSION 66

- ' ^ - - - ....... * 0program. Theme X of the Survey, "The War for Independence , into

'.t-fex-'i
■ ./■■

0r‘‘ -
^-'' '• ,• '•-,.;'.f•• •' .•,

00m^V0i■0-\.

which the John Dickinson House would naturally fall, is Being 
studied now by our Regional Historic Sites Survey Historian, and, ^ i 
I have given him the publications you so kindly sent me. His re- : 4|
port on that theme is due to be finished this summer; it will then .
go to Washington to be considered by the National Park Service j
Advisory Board, which is meeting early in the fall. I •■'"u A '

Ai the moment I believe we have sufficient information on the John x
Dickinson House needed for the Survey report. Please be assured ;

fSii'": J: 000 00 ■■' Sincerely yours.

■' '■.•/ Xy X . ;v' "".x ■

I’v; ,V„ ■:*

‘ 0.-V00K':

V , . jSogy t6«: pirector wy^copy of Incoming

I:'" -

/s*/Ronald P.

■ .i- V .
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Hon. John J. WiUlams 
United States Senate 
Washington 2^, D. C.

Dear Senator Williams;
■ > . 'V This is in reply to your .letter of June l6^ regarding the'.possibie, /

desiffiation of the John Dickinson Mansion, near Dover, Delaware, ; " piS
as a National Historic Site. ■ ■ ;3.
As you no doubt are aware, the National Park Service is now con- 
ducting the National Survey of Historic Sites and Buildings as a 
very important phase of its MISSION 66 program. The John Dickinson ,

/3$:
House falls naturally into Theme X of the Survey which embraces those
sites «ri<^ staructxires associated with the War for Independence. This

%*■-. i8'*n^^er"study by our Regional Historic Sites Su^y

!L-

i:.:v"

torian, we expect the report on it will be completed this summer i
in time for the National Park Service Advisory Board to pass on it 
when the Board meets early in the fall.

. V ’ ■■..................................."■'

Mr. Leon de Valinger has written to us, also, requesting that tto ■: <■ 3
*£15Dickinson House be designated a National Historic Site; a coiy of' * ' T

our reply to him is attached. You may be assured that iMr.' de' ' 'I
vai4rwro-»*R wniifst wiiT be irfven fullest ccmslderation. ~ -<*1, ^

■'X:;

Valinger*s request will be given fullest c<mslderation.

Sincerely yours.

- . , Tv
,Vi

y.y - . ■ Ronald F.-'Lee

' ■ Copy to^::^ Direfttca^:.''"^--''4-
femx-X'-4:-'

.,i; ^..." X"
'lx
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Dear Senatar Frear:
I sq^eciate jmr letter of Jaae l4 aad your ooaTGraatioa over tke 
tele]phone oa Joae I6, suggestlag that the John Dieklaaea Maaaloa, 
ia Kent Coaaty, Delaware, be dealgaated aa a aatloaal klatorle site. Ve shall be gl^ to give carefol coaslderatlon to yotcr proposal aad 
to the foxnal iqprplicatloa which you state has beea submitted by 
Nr. Lecrn DeYaliager, State Archivist of Delaware.

The Jcdm Dickiasoa Naasioa was studied by us ia 19^, aad we are 
curreatly briagiag oitr iaformatioa tqp-to-date ia ccmaectioa with 
the latioaal Survey of Historic Sites aad Buildiags. That pairb of 
Ihe survey dealiag with the ¥ar for ladeopeadeace is scheduled for 
eomgpletioa duriag August of this year. The sites covered by that 
part of the survey, includiag the John Dickiasoa Maasioa, will then 
be presented to the Consulting CoBoaittee of the Hational Survey and 
to the Advisory Board oa national Parks, Historic Sites, Buildings, 
aad Monuments, to determine ^ich of then are worthy of national 
recognition under the authority of the HLstorie Sites Act of 
August 21, 1935 (^9 Stat. 666).

The aext meeting of the Advisory Boaxd will be held next Septeaiber. 
As soon as the results of the meeting are known, we shall be glad 
to write you further regarding this matter.

Sincerely yours.

/S/ Fred A. Seaton 

Secretary of the Interior

Hoa. J. Allen FTear, Jr.
United States Senate 
Washington 29, D. C.

Co]^ to: Asst. Secy., PIN
Begional Director, Begion Five. With cc^ of incoaiag.

Mr. DeValiager's formal application caanot be 
found here. Please advise if it was seat to 
your Office. If so, please send us a copy. 

Mr. Diederich. With copy of inccsaing 
Branch of History. With copy of incoming

CWP®rter:HAT;cbw 6-22-60
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

For Release JANUARY 20, 1961

SECRETARY SEATON RECOMMENDS ADDITIONAL SITES FpR HISTORIC LANDMARK STATUS 

Secretary of the Interior Fred A. Seaton has Recommended an additional 51 

sites as being eligible for Registered National Historic Landmark status, it was' 

announced today.
The sites possessing exceptional historic and archeological value are 

described in three new "theme studies" in the National Park Service series which 

eventually will cover all the major periods of human history in the United States, 

The three studies are: Prehistoric Hunters and Gatherers; The War for Independence;

and a sub-theme under Westward Expansion and Extension of the National Boundaries,

entitled: Overland Migrations West of the Mississippi River.

The Registry of National Historic Landmarks was approved by Secretary Seaton 
and established by the National Park Service in October 1960, Eleven theme studies 
covering the English, French, and Spanish Exploration and Settlement; the Develop­
ment of the English Colonies, 1700-1775; The Advan<^e of the Frontier, 1763-1830; 
Political and Military Affairs, 1783-1830; The Civil War, 1861-1865; and four sub­
themes under V/estward Expansion and Extension of tljie National Boundaries, entitled: 
The Santa Fe Trail; the Cattlemen's Empire; Military and Indian Affairs; and The 
Texas Revolution and the War with Mexico, 1820-185;?, were announced.

A total of 324 sites have been recommended, with 213 declared eligible for 
Landmark status and the remainder already in the National Park System or having 
received Federal recognition.

National Park Service Director Conrad L. Wirtlji said that the Registry of 
National Historic Landmarks is designed to recognize and endorse the preservation 
and protection of structures and sites now administered by States, other public 
agencies, or historical societies, and to encourag4 private owners of historic 
landmarks to maintain them.



fs

The Registry is an outgrowth of the National purvey of Historic Sites and 
Buildings program of the National Park Service. Tt^is program was authorised by the 
Historic Sites Act of 1935, which provided for a "survey of historic and archeo­
logical sites, buildings, and objects for the pvirpose of determining which possess 
exceptional value as commemorating or illustrating the history of the United States."

Administrators of sites found eligible for Laildmark status may apply to the 
National Park Service for such recognition and wili receive a certificate. Arrange­
ments are also being made tc make available a suitable marker.

Descriptive summaries of the sites in the presently announced theme studies 
are attached. A list of themes ijnder study is aIsc^ attached. Additional studies 
will be annoimced from time to time. The various 1)heme studies may be published 
later for public distribution. Only reading copied are currently available.

XXX
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Prehistoric Hunters and Gatherers
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The Advisory Board has recognized 20 sit js as having exceptional 
value. Nineteen of these, not administered hy the National Park 
Service, are eligible to receive certifitates as Registered 
National Historic Landmarks. They are:
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1, lyatoyet. Alaska. One of the ei 
the type site f 

to
in Alaska. This is 
vhich flourished from 500 B.C.

i^liest sites yet found 
)r the Norton Culture 
D. 300.

2. Ipiutak. Alaska. A large spect icviLar Paleo-Esklmo site 
vlth Wse remains "and elaborate burials.

3. Double Adobe, Arizona. The fir 
and distinctive Cochise Culture was 
evidence of food gathering peoples 
about 5»700 B.C.

It site where the early 
recognized. It contained 
iho lived in the area

4. Ventana Cave, Arizona. Containsd a deep stratified 
deposit showing human use during a jperiod of ebout 5j000 
years, p^t^ing in historical times.
5. T.iTiaMimeler Site, Colorado. Thfe first recognized and 
investigated Folsom canqp site in thte Ihilted States. A 
recent radiocarbon date places the Folsom occupation at 
this site at over 10,OCX) years ago.
6. StftiHwgB Island, Georgia. Probably the most famous 
Bh«»n heap site in the deep Southeast> this site gave a 
knowledge of prehistoric Indians frjom the Archaic pre­
pottery people through'- those who made the earliest pottery
in the southeastern states.
7. Modoc Rockshelter, nilaois. A^ deep, stratified Archaic 
site. This is one of the oldest Archaic sites east of the 
MLsBissippl. Earliest occupation bjegan aro'und 8,000 B.C. 
Work here yielded clear indication [of an Archaic occupation 
in the East as early as the early h,Wters of the West.

8. Graham Cave, Missouri. The fii^st site to provide 
radiocarbon dates for an Archaic occupation in the time 
range previously considered typical of the Paleo-Indlan 
stage. ■ It presented the first association of fluted 
projectile points with spear pointy of Archaic type. The 
earliest occupation occxurred around 9*700 years ago.

"■■I. v'^ .
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9. Signal Butte, Ke'braska. This vis the first Plains 
Middle Prehistoric site to he described. It provided much 
of the data necessary for determining the cultxiral sequence of the Northern Plains. The earliest occiqpatlon seems to 
have begun axotaid 2,500 B.C.

10. Leonard Hock Shelter, Nevada. jThis stratified site 
provided evidence for three periods of prehistoric occu­
pation in the Great Basin, the first beginning about 
7,000 B.C.

11. • Sandia Cave, Nev Mexico. This was the type site for
Sandla points and was one ef the first sites to provide 
evidence of man's occupation of North America at a time 
earlier than that of Polsom bison hunters.
12. Anderson Basin (Blaekwater Bray), Nev Mexico. A well 
preserved section of a locality famous for its ijnportant 
archeological and palentological remains, this site has 
yielded Folsom points and the earlier Clovis type of human 
weapons in association with a variety of extinct mammal 
remains.

13. Folsom, New Mexico. Here scientists first made their
dramatic find of man's weapons unquestionably associated 
vlth the bones of an extinct species of the bison. This 
evidence profoundly modified scientific thou^t about the 
antiquity of man in America.

14. Lamoka, New York.__________ This is the I type site of the Lamoika
It provided part of the basis for the initialculture._^_______ ------------------- i----------------------------

definition of the Archaic stage in jthe Eastern Itaited States.

15. Fort Rock Cave, Oregon. This leave yielded the famoxts 
Fort Bock sandals vhloti are the oldjsst dated artifacts in the 
New World. It also indicated that Indians occupied Central 
Oregon at the time of the Newberry jeruptlon of Mount Mazama.

16. Plainvlew, Texas. This is the
points. Excavations here demonstra 
Plainvlew point with bones of an ext

type station for Plainvlew 
bed an association of the 
inct bison species.

17. Danger Cave, Utah. Danger Cave 
It led tothe Great Basin finds.

"Desert Cultiare" concept, and showed that early peoples of 
the Great Basin lived in an entirely different environment 
from that of the High Plains Paleo- 
indlcated that weaving was known ir 
7,000 B.C.

is the most inqiortant of 
the formulation of the

Indian hunters. It 
America prior to

,■.*1
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IB. Oconto site, WlscoaBln. This was a Bite vhera 
iu^lements of the "Old Copper" Culture vere found in 
association with human burials. It provided vhat appears to 
be an accurate date for the Old Cc^er Culture, and places 
this occupation of the Western Great Lakes region at roughly 
6,000 to 7^000 years ago.
19. Horner Site, Wyoming. This Is the type station for the 
Cody Complex vhloh includes Seottsbluff and Men points and 
the distinctive Cody knife. Radiocarbon dates Indicate a 
period of oooT^atlon dsout ?,000 B.C.

In addition, one site recognized as having exceptional value has 
been accepted by the Secretary of the Interior as a donation from 
the National Oeogr^phlo Society. This site Is Russell Cave, Alabama.

...j;

'..1 ■ • '■

'3:?
i i'' '-i

, , ■

MSHSB l/U/61



The War for Independence

thirty-two sites have 
value. Twenty-two of

In the study of the War for Independence, 
heen recognized as possessing exceptloneO. 
these, not administered by the National Psrk Service, are 
eligible to receive certificates as Regisliered National Historic 
Landmarks, ©ley are as follows;

1. The Webb House, Wethersfield, Coimectlcut. This fine 
Colonial structure, built in I752 by I Joseph Webb, was the 
scene of the historic May, I78I, jbonference between 
Gen. George Washington and Count de Hochcmbeau, Commander 
of the American military forces in Newport, Rhode Island. 
The result was an agreement by which the French and 
American Allies marched south to cooperate with Admiral 
de Grasse's French fleet, to oppose md surround Lord 
Cornwallis, the British Commander in Virginia. The 
meeting may not have produced specifi.c plans for the
victorious Yorktown Campaign, hut it 
work leading to CornwaJJLis' defeat.
Connecticut Society, Colonial Dames America, and open 
to the public.

laid the grouiid 
Owned by the

S. The John Dickinson House, near PAver, Delaware. The ^ 
restored Dickinson House is the surviving structure most 
eminently associated with the great -vplter so aptly termed 
the "Penman of the Revolution." In the patriotic literature 
of that struggle, Dickinson was as pre-eminent as was 
Washington in war, Franklin In diplomacy and Morris in 
finance. With the help of the National Society of the 
Colonial Dames of America, the State|of Delaware restored the Dickinson House in 1952, and it is now exhibited to 
the public by the Delaware State Musevmi.

3. Bunker H311 Monument, Boston, Massachusetts. The famed
Bunker Hill Monument, situated on Br 
the first full-scale action, on Jxone 
American militia and British troops, 
repulse for the raw American Army, b 
it convinced the British Command tha 
Colonists woiold not be easy.' The co 
defenders at Bunker Hill has become 
military history. The monument is 
of Massachusetts and administered by 
Commission of Boston.

■eed's Hill, Commemorates
*17; 1775, between 

The battle was a 
mt as a costly victory, 

defeating the rebellious 
age of the American 
classic in American 
,ed by the Commonwealth 

the Metropolitan
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1|.'.- Old North (Christ I^lscopal) Church; Boston, MassachusettB. 
li'om'the bell’ry of this church on the night of April IB, 1775, 
lanterns notified patriots on the opposite shore of the Charles 
River that British troops vere heginnlng their inarch to 
Lexington and Concord, vhere they vere aigaged next day with 
the Minute Men in the opening skirmish if the American 
Revolution: Boston's oldest surviving church, this structure 
is one of the nation's most cherished landmarks, both 
historically and architecturally. Old North Church is owned 
hy the ^iscopal Diocese of Massachusetts and is open to the 
public.

5. Paul Revere House, Boston, Massachusetts. Althou^ 
extensively restored, this colonial stricture retains its 
original framework and, in addition to its significance as 
the home of ■^he Revolutionary patriot, is Important as 
downtown Boston's only surviving l?th century dwelling. Throufiji 
its back door. Revere probably passed for his famous ride on the 
night of April I8, 1775> to warn the patriots in Lexington and 
Concord. The structure is owned and exliiblted to the public by 
the Paul Revere Memorial Association.
6. Lexington Green, Lexington, Massachusetts. Here on the 
morning of April 19, 1775^ occurred the short but momentous 
skirmish between the Minute Men and the;British forces from 
Boston that initiated the armed struggle for American 
independence. Lexington Green is owned jby the Town of 
Lexington, Massachusetts.

7* Buclonan Tavern, Lexington, Massachui^etts. Located on the 
east side of Lexington Green, the Buckm^ Tavern is the oldest 
of the Lexington inns and is the one most intimately associated 
with the famed opening struggle of the American Revolution. Owned by the Town, of Lexington, it is l^sed to the Lexington 
Historical Society, which exhibits the building to the pxiblic.
8. Wright's Tavern, Concord, Massachusetts. A landmark more 
memorable and significant thm is somet^es realized today is 
Wright's Tavern at the center of the To\m of Concord. Built 
in 17^7/ it was the scene, within a fewjhours on April 19, 
1775; of meetings by both Minute Men and British Redcoats.
It was also associated in October 17, l'j’7^; with the meeting 
of the Provincial Congress of Massachusetts, which gathered 
in the adjacent meeting house of the First Parish to prepare 
the way for the Revolution in Massachusetts. Wright's Tavern 
is owned by the Society of the First Parish, in Concord.
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g, Monmouth Battlefield, ney Freehold, Ncv Jersey. The 
Battle” of Moiunouth oh June 28, I776, marked the combat de*but 
of the Mericoh Army after the hard winter's training at 
Valley Forge. . Washli^^ton failed at Monmouth to stop British 
movement across New Jersey after these! forces left Philadelphia. 
But this last major tattle in the north demonstrated that a new 
American Army, ahle to engage the British forces on equal terms, 
had been forged. The major scene of the battle, northwest of 
Freehold,- New Jersey> retains much of Lts original cliaracter 
and is now largely privately-owned farn land.

10. Princeton Battlefield State Park, Princeton, New Jersey.
Washington's victory at Princeton on January 3, I777, had a 
generally encouraging effect on the American Revolution at a 
time when the spirits of the American people were at a very low 
ebb; This victory, coming so soon aftisr Washington's Christmas 
nl^t defeat of the British at Trenton in I776, brl^tened the 
American cause and strengthened Washington's amy. A New Jersey 
State Park on the sou-them edge of Princeton preserves -the scene 
of Idle heaviest fighting on the Prlnce-ibon Battlefield. State 
owned.

-I-

11. Washington Crossing State Parks, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Washington's crossing of the Delaware on Christmas night 1^6, for 
the brilliant raid on Trenton, was a crucial ^isode in the 
struggle for indqpendence. By this daring act he carried the war 
to thd enemy and gave the new nation and his often-defeated aray
a taste.of victory at the war's lowest ebb. On -the Pennsylvania 
aide of the Delaware, the well-maintaljied State Park of approxi­
mately 5OO acres preserves the site of the embarkation of 
Washington's main force. On the New Jersey side of the river is a 31^-B.cxe State Park preser-ving the s^ene of the landing above 
Trenton.

12. Btennington Battlefield State Park| New York. The American 
militia's victory at the Battle of Bennington, August I6, 1777j 
■was a significant contribution to the defeat of Burgoyne's 
British Army at Saratoga, -two months later. The 208-acre 
Bennington Battlefield Park Includes the center of hea-vlest 
fighting on the high ground overlooking the little village of 
Wallocmsac and affords a wide view of i;he battle terrain. The 
Park is administered hy the New York State Education Department, 
Albany, N. Y.

13. Morrls-Jvunel Mansion, Nev York City. In addition to its 
distinction as the only Ingportant pre-Kevolutionary house still 
standing in Manhattan, the Morris-Jumel Mansion is the major 
Bvirvivlng landmark of the Battle of Harlem Heights, September I6, 
1776. Oixe major result of the battle ij^as the restoration of the
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after a aucceaslon of 
was Washington's head-

offensive spirit of the American Army, 
defeats and retreats. The Jumel House .. 
quarters from September l4 to October 18, 1776. The house 
vas saved from demolition in I903 when the City of New York 
purchased the property and by special legislation gave its 
care to the Washington Headquarters Association of the 
Dau^ters of the American Revolution.

14. Stony Point Battlefield Reservation, New York. By the 
action at Stony Point, July 16, 1779, Gen. George Washington 
asserted his grip on the Hudson and especially on West Point, 
"the key to the Continent." The Battle of Stony Point wan 
the last major military action in the horthem theater of war 
during the Revolution. This property, jowned by the State of 
New York, is administered by State Conservation Department in 
cooperation with the American Scenic and Historic ITeservatlon 
Society.

15. The Gundelo Philadelphia, New York. The United States 
Gundelo Philadelphia is the only s\a'viVing gunboat built manned by American forces during the Revolutionary War. 
Further, it is one of the 15 small crait with which Benedict 
Arnold fought 29 British vessels in thd battle off Valcour 
Island, Lake Chajiq>laln, October 11, 177^* The year of grace 
won by the building of Arnold's "fleet'[ and the battle off 
Valcour Island paved the way for the decisive American

Privately owned,victory at Saratoga the following year, 
the vessel is now located on the west shore of Lake Champlain, 
on New York Route 22, in Essex County, N. Y.
16. Valcoiar Bay, New York. Benedict imold's daring fleet 
action off Valcour Island, in Lake Chanplain, on October 11, 
1776, had a far-reaching effect on the outcome of the War for 
Aiaerlcan Ind^endence. Although the Anerlcans were defeated 
on the lake, their very presence and stubborn fighting proved 
to be a strategic victory. British invasion of the northern 
colonies was delayed while a fleet was built to engage Arnold's 
small flotilla. By the time the lake had been cleared of 
American vessels, the season was too far advanced to carry out 
the projected British movement to Albanjy. The site is marked 
by a small monument on the mainland abojut five miles south of 
Plattsburgh, N, Y., in view of the isle^. This was erected 
in 1928 by the New York State Education Department and the 
Saranac Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution.



'v.

ly. Washington's Headquarters, Newburt 
Washington's military headquarters duriJ 
is of greater historical significance 
KeWbur^. Arriving at NeWbur^ on Aprj 
In-Chief remained at the Hashrouck House 
enforced ahsences, until August 19, IT^i; 
period than Washington spent at any othe 
from its intimate association with Washj 
House has the distinction of "being the 
preserved hy a state. The state ohtaine 
for xion-payment of de"bt. It Is admlnlsi 
State Education D^artJoent, Albany.

New York. None of 
5'the War for Independence 

the Hashrouck House at
1782, the Commander- 

save for occasional 
This was a longer 

headquarters. Aside 
tn, the Hashrouck 

'Irst historic site 
the property in I85O 

ered hy the New York

16, Brandywine Battlefield Park, Penna;^|lvanla. Ohe Battle of
on Septeniber H/l777. was tte only major clash of

the two main armies during the campaign which resulted in the
British capture of Philadelphia. Althov^ defeated, Washington
extricated his force in good order, and 
demonstrated their ability to withstand

the Continentals 
the determined attack

of British regulars. Brandywine Battlelleld Park comprises 50
acres of rolling ground overlooking the main battle areas to
the north and west. Owned hy the Coramorwealth of Pennsylvania,
the P^k is administered hy Brandywine I attlefield Park Commission.

19. Chew House (Cliveden), Germantown,
This fine Georgian home is the most impc] 
of the hard-fou^t battle of Germantown, 
action, Washington’s Army narrowly missed winning a significant 
victory over a large contingent of the I ritish Army guarding the 
northwestern approaches to newly-occupied Philadelphia. It also 
proved to he a major influence in the consummation of the alliance with BVance that spelled final victory ior the new American nation. 
The house is privately owned and is not [open to the public except 
on special occasions.

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
rtant surviving landmark 

October 4, 1777. In that

20. Valley Forge State Park, Pennsylvania. No name in American 
history conveys more of sxrfferlng, sacrifice and triumph than 
Valley Forge. The hitter winter of 177T[-1778 endured here hy 
Washington's ragged, hungry troops saw the emergence of a real 
American Army, risen from the wreckage Of the defeated force 
which staggered into the camp on December 19, 1777* The military 
training and discipline imposed at Vall^ Forge created a force 
which from that time on would meet its ipofessional eneny on 
equal terms and at last defeat him. Owned by the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, the Park is administered by the Valley Forge Park 
Commission.

■

...
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21. Camden Battlefield, South Carollija. The Battle of Camden,
August 16, I7UO, vas the climax to a ^eries of disasters which 
began with the fall of Charleston to Clinton's British arny in 
May. Thoxigh a tactical defeat for thd Americans, it brought 
Nathanael Greene to the American command. The Dau^ters of the 
American Revolution own 2 acres of thei battlefield located 5 
miles north of Camden, S. C., and the jrest is owned by various 
private citizens.

22. St. John's Episcopal Church, Virginia. In St^ John's Church
on March 23, 1775, Patrick Henry deliv 
or Death" speech which sounded a olari 
Virginians. There, in the third great 
the speelbinding orator of the War for 
a measure of undying fame. The church
times since 1772. The Church and southern half of cemetery is
owned by the congregation of St. John's I^>iscopal Church; the

ered the stirring "Liberty 
on call for his fellow 

speech of his career. 
Independence attained 
has been altered several

northern half of cemetery, by the city

In addition, 10 sites are represented and interpreted in the National 
Park System as follows:

of Richmond.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

Cowpens Battlefield Site, South CairolinaGuilford Courthouse National Hlst^ical Park, North Carolina
Independence National Historical pkrk, Pennsylvania
Kings Mountain National Military P^rk,. South Carolina
Minute Man National Historical Parjc Project, Massachusetts
Moore's Creek National Military Park, South Carolina
Morristown National Historical Parjc, New Jersey
Saratoga National Historical Park,| New York
Statue of Liberty National Monmen;, New YorkYorktown Battlefield, Colonial NatjLonal Historical Park,
Virginia.

'I.:,:

,k..



Overland Migrations West of the Mississippi River

In the Btuay of Overland Migrations West of trie Mississippi River, 
16 sites have been recognized as having exceptional value in illus­
trating and commemorating the history of the baited States. Nine 
of these, not administered by the National Pari 
eligible to receive certificates as Registered 
Landmarks, They are as follows; '

k Service, are 
national Historic

1. Bnigratlon Canyon (at point of the PI
Brigham Young and his Mormon followers 
Valley in l847 by way of IMgration Canyoa 
of the Canyon, now the east edge of Salt 
8 fine panoramic view of the land that 
It is perhaps the best place to coraraemora 
making migration of the sect. Owned by

was

2h the great Mormon 
foUov/ing mob violence 
s than 10,000 Mormons 
the largest city in

2, Nauvoo, Illinois. The place from whi 
migration westward to Utah began in 1846 
and persecution of the sect. By 1842 mor 
had settled In Nauvoo, and it soon became 
Illinois. Many of the structures originally built by and 
associated with the Mormon leaders of that time survive. HnpiA 
of them are preserved by the Reorganized 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Sainjts 
and still others are privately owned.

oneer Monument). Utah.
ived at the Salt Lake 

Here at the mouth 
Lake City, there is 

to be their home.. 
te the long, history- 

e State of Utah.

church, others by the 
in Salt Lake City,

3* Robidoux Pass, Nebraska. A sighificaht landmark and
!Erail, The greatcampsite on the old Oregon and California

migrations of the l840's passed through it, and from its crest 
the westbound travelers had their first view of Laramie Peak, 
which most of them considered to be the Rricky Mountains.

i rock-mass, rising 
near the Sweetwater

Independence Rock, T^Qming. This hug
like a monster out of the sagebrush plain_____
River, became known as "the great reglstr;r of the desert" 
because of the large number of names and dates carved, painted, 
or written on it. It was one of the best loaown ianHwinryg ojj 
the Oregon and California Trail.

5* South Pass, looming. This was the lohg looked for crossing 
of the Continental Divide on the Oregon afd California Trail, 
and as such was one of the great landmarks on the Trail. It 
also la the easiest passage of the Rocky Movintains, and was 
famous in the days of transcontinental animal-drawn 
transportation. '



.6. Conner Camp, California. Site w 
'camp of the Conner Pcarty, 1847-1848, 
this California-bound party of 89 pe 
the ordeal, one of the worst episodi 
In a sense, it epitomizes the hardsl 
by those who made the overland cross

■ the snowbound winter 
in which tragedy struck 

ople. Only 45 survived 
of overland migration, 

ips and dangers encountered
Ings in those days.

7. Sutter's Fort, California. The 
established by John A. Sutter in I83 
which became the objective of nearly to California from the United Statesj
northern routes. Sutter was a geneijous braefactor to the 
emigrants and his Port and assistance proved an invaluable aid 
in the American settlement of Califotnla. Sutter's Port has 
been restored and is now a State HlsWlcal Monument.

Port and settlement 
9 on the Sacramento River 
all westbound emigrants 
by way of the central and

Warner's Ranch, California. This ranch, 75 miles northeast 
of San Diego, established by Jonathaii T. Warner, an American 
citizen from Connecticut was a famous place on the southern 
emigrant and wagon road into Callforjila. It was the first 
place the traveler could find shelteir and food after enduring 
the hardships of the desert crossing!, and almost everyone 
traveling by this route stopped therL Owned by the San Diego 
Water Company and leased to private ranchers.

9* Port Hall, Idaho. Established b^r Nathaniel Vtyeth in I834 
and one of most famous of all landma$*ks and stopping places on 
the Oregon and California Trail. Th^ Oregon and California 
Trails, westbound, separated at Fort [Hall. The Fort was 
associated Importantly vrltli the fur trade, the overland migra­
tions to Oregon and California, and the transportation and 
supply network to the Inland Empire md the gold mines of 
Montana. Located in the Port Hall Ihdian-Reservation, and 
under the jurisdiction of the United|States Bureau of 
Affairs.

The National Park Service presently administers several federally 
owned areas associated with Overland Migrations West of the 
Mississippi River. The seven established!areas in the National Park 
System are the following:

r

li

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Death Valley National Monument, California 
Fort Laramie National Monument, looming 
Fort Union National Momunent, New ^Mexico 
Fort Vancouver National Monument, 'Washington 
Lassen Volanic National Park, California 
Scotts Bluff National Monument, Nebraska 
Whitman National Itonument, Washin^on

■ t
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Letter Fetuary 3, I961, (with application forms) to owner of John 
Dickinson Mansion, Delaware notifying him of eligibility of Landmark 
Status, signed by Acting Director Scoyen.

Owner; Hon Elbert N. Carvel, Governor of Delaware, Dover, Delaware,

H
'

ftv*,
# *■ :■

Letters also sent to; Sen. John J. Williams, 1-20-61
Sen. J. Caleb Boggs, 1-20-61
Cong. Harris B. McDowell, Jr., 1-20-61
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TIm- .John Diokin.son Munsu
Ih.m. h of th. lh h,.v.,rr S*«tr Mu«tmi

IW (jpC0 Boa 7I»> 
Dvttowarv

.*

:s«:rft«ry Of Thw Interior 
Deoertpient of The Interior 
Washington 25. D. C.

Febmery 7, i%i

Dear Sir:

We have recently been advised that the John 

Dickinson Mansion has been evaluated by The National 

Survey or HI,tone Sit., .nd Bulldln., .nd .ppro».d 

for registration as a National Hlatorlc Landiaark. «a 

ar« Indeed gratified to learn that the John DickInsoB 

Mansion has guallfled for this certification.

We are pleated to coiaply with the provisions 

for such National Historic L.ndMrk states and we wish 

to eppiy for a certificate attaatla. to that fact «id 

for a narker nentloned In the Utter fro. yonr office. 

Thanking you, I am.

Sincerely yours.

Direct
LdeV-Jb

.f

'k

1
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The fJohu Dickinson M<m.sioi>.
(^AJL^3 d "^Lj Hranch i?f t!»c Uclawnrr Slah*. Museum

-~jT,if. 9 lA PoB» Office Box 710 
Dover, Dolnwnrr

W.:

February 26, 1961

Mr, Conrad L, Wlrth, Director 
National P??r»< Service 
Department of the ipicrloT 
Washington 25» D, C,

Dear Mr. Wlrth:
In compliance with the Instructions contained 

In the letter of Mr. E. T. Sawyer of February 3rd to 

Governor Elbert N, Carvel we have filled In the forma 

and herewith make formal application for a certificate 

designating the John Dickinson Mansion as a Registered 

National Historic Landmark. We are very much pleased 

to receive this designation and look forward to receiving 

the certificate and laarkers.
We are havlnn an Annuel Mee^lno with additional 

ceremonies at the Mansion on Monday, May lat. It siould 

be quite helpful if we could display the certificate at 

that time. Thanking you for consideration of this 

request, 1 am.
Cordially yours,

Director
LdeV-Jb
Enclosures

IUk; tk.M iiHlil



i§

Mr. Ckjnirad L. Wirth, Director 
national Park Service 
Departfflent of the Interior 
Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Wirth:

As the owner (or owners) of John Dickinson Mansion locatedXUh near
(name of site)

DelawareDover Kent
CCityX (County) (State)

(l,we) hereby make formal application for a certificate designating 
this historic property as a Begistered national Historic landmark.

1. Fully conscious of the high responsibility to the nation 
that goes with the ownership and care of a property classified as 
having exceptional valtie and worthy of Registered national Historic 
landmark status (l,we) agree to preserve, so far as practicable and 
to the best of (my,our) ability, the historical integrity of this 
in^jortant part of the national ctiltural heritage.

2. Toward this end, (l,we) agree to continue to use the property 
only for purposes con5>atible with its historical character.

3. (l^we) also agree to permit an annual visit to the property 
by a representative of the national Park Service, as a basis for 
continuing landmark status.

4. If for any reason the three conditions mentioned above 
cannot continue to be met, it is agreed that the Registered national 
Historic landmark status shall cease and that until landmark statiis 
is restored by the Secretary of the Interior, the Registered 
national Historic landmark Certificate will not be displayed.

Sincerely yoturs.

V Leon de\falinger,
Director

l»-wO 21 -ijujUi
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I 4ol).n nirkinson Mansion
lir<i)»cli t,t th<-

I’ofrf Bo* 710 ;1
Dovr-r, Delawar.-

AH i 4 4b, l H3i

Mr. Herbert E. Kahler 
Chief Historian 
Department of the Interior 
National ^aik Service 
Washington 2S, D. C,

Director

-■ /

Dear Herb:

It wa* certainly a pleasure to see you at 

Charleston and I appreciate very much your letter of 

April llith telllnp me that the certificate for the 

John Dickinson Mansion has already been sent to the 

office of Mr, Ronald Lee, Regional Director at Phlla> 

dclphia. As yon point out, we should receive it in 

plenty of time for our May 1st ceremonies. As the 

marker will not be ready for that occasion It will 

not Inconvenience us as the certificate will be on 

hand and the presentation ceremony by our Governor 

can be planned around It, The marker will be welcome 

when It Is ready. I am Indeed obliged to you for 

following up this material for us so promptly.
Sincerely yours.

LdeV-Jb
A,

A ‘
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may 4 '961

The John Dickinson Mansion-
Brunch of fhc Delaware State Museum

UlPfC uW
Aisr ',(K

r>9v
WAX KfS fL*H

.___ £*!!2s4Ji£Ii

Post Office Bos 710 
Dover, Delaware

May 3, 1961 ^ ^

Dr* Murray H, Nelllgan
Regional Chief of Interpretation
National Park Service
Region Five
143 South Third Street
Philadelphia 6, Pennsylvania

Dear Dr. Nelligan:

]^t was Indeed a pleasure to meet you and 

Mrs, Nelllgan at the Annual Meeting of the Friends 

of The John Dickinson Mansion,,Inc, on May 1st,

We appreciate very nuch.your cooperation in coming 

to Dover to make the presentation of the Certificate 

from the National Park Service to our Commission 

through the Governor and President of The Friends 

of The John Dickinson Mansion, Inc, Your presence 

added considerable to the Importance of this 

presentation and we are Indeed obliged to you for 

taking time from your many activities to be with us. 

We were very sorry that the rainy weather 

prevented tbe dancing and the outdoor exercises 

planned In conjunction with It, I also regretted 

that you and.Mrs, Nelllgan had to return to Phila­

delphia without supper and the candlelight tour of



Dr, Murray H. Nc\llgan -2- May 3, 1961

the Mansion, It was Indeed attractive especially with 

the eighteenth century musicians in costtime, I hope 

you will both take advantage of the rain check I offered 

and come to lunch some day soon and let me guide you 

through and tell of our problems and the splendid 

assistance we received from the National Park Service 

in the early days of the restoration. Your presence 

obviously inspired our Governor to make the public 

pronouncement that he is backing our project to save 

the Old State House, We have been trying to get this 

project underway for several years now, but at last It 

seems to be in motion, I sincerely hope we will be 

successful,

Looking foxTrfard to seeing you again soon,

I am,
r

Sincerely,

LdeV-Jb
( Directs 'y i/
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D«n* Sidotty.

Bn* is tbt mnm tan fta* «i* iS^fiitJSiltsu ^
Vi sUppid tarn tmim my 2$, 196e. A eopy of Wwimnii^iit 
to tiw BegiomX om«v. cv JoQi X? m rmtivnA a lattar taUliif 
ua tbat tbi wrkn* liad hmm raeaivad. X do not know lAatlMr yoa 
vtoaiawd a copy of this last lattar or not. fbtxlMtfca Bawaa «mI 
wMt also Xlatad on a dittoad Hat of narlaira aliiiptd to attaa la 
aaob mgton« daftad July 25, 1962* 3M» Hat waa aaat to au

.j'-A
•■•s'. /■

ry ->.,•

■n:-

v'3?/,

iV'i i

r eard ayatan alioifa mat tba aaripar
___, Ar.| aa raqaaatad Wr your omea.

X do not ftad a topy of our mil ahipMat lattar to tba omut, nor 
a rai^ tern him. <kir eard alHwa tbat tlw yla^aa vqc ahipjad to 
m vaitavir on JOna J2, 3^6l« mm laa alao givan m oar dittoad 
Hat aratiaaad aa»*a. X cheebad doamral Hlaa, bat did not find a 
<nyy of tba lattar. Ona raaaon, it la tw> or tbraa yeara ago^ and 
alao filaa ma lookUig far tbair turn aa Oalawara. Xt My ba tbat 
wa novar oant ma lattar alileb wotild bova baan vary unnaual. Bonavarf 
X ebackad ay traval for 3vm l$dl and fbund that X ana away Iboa 
tba Qffioa for noat of ma aontb. me Mrkar iKMld bara man baan 
abippad out by Bb. Xogwu Alao bta aaaratary abo ia no langnr mtb 
na would bora dona tha raeordlaB on omr
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Siaaa X did not Meotar ttaa oarraapondaiiea« X got a Httla vorriad* 
tbinkiag mat parmva aa bad aada a blander, ao X called me Naaaion 
am me raoi®tl<»iit told na mat they bad racaivad tba plagM in 19^ and tbat it waa laoiaitad on tbe Manaion propar. Bo do^ wban ^ 1
yoa or Dr. MaUigan visit ttaara tbia aontlM XW »H1 aaa It. fbOf 
aa badly aa tbay wantad me earUfiimta, X»n am you would baaa -r- A A 
bad woag»talnta if may bad not raealvad it, ig

' Sinearaly youra,
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The John Dickinson Mansia
Branch of the Delaware State Museum

Ktg. Ijir^UT

nd
Dat*

tn ■fi'- w i:- \ >

H-:'.

f .n'l’

I'< r . r.

gK.'Sg«
February 7* 196ij.

Dr« Ronald F* Lee
Regional Director
National Park Service
Northeast Region
14.3 South Third Street
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19106

Ref.-L58-CHA1

ill-'. 1/ 
<n J'aitlt

I Ms«. Kfff. DiivR'p

%

7/2
1'. t Kw. Are» PI.

A »*», K(,rv.
Un>cl» ft Water

Dear Dr. Lee:

I have been away a good bit recently and only 

now have the opportunity to reply to your letter of 

January 27th. We will be pleased to have a representative 

from the National Park Service visit the John Dickinson 

Mansion, You and your associates are welcome at anytime 

and of course they may visit during February to comply 

with the terms of the Registry of National Historic 

Landmarks, We shall look forward to a visit from someone 

from the National Park Service shortly.

■a
-i

IlliS

■■

■.'V

LdeV-Jb

Sincerely yours

Dlrecto
( '' 'V 1

f'U':
'"“'•“a

' ’■ 'I.a x-'X'ssBiiiaa
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Bslawar* 8tftt« H»t«iil 
Hor«r, 9idk«M«r«
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f/

SMt Hr. d«?«l£ngars
It was « grsat plassure to sMMit 'and .^alk'fith :^sl«rla;ir 
oaly rogrot is that 
achadu^ for the day

,' " ^c,:: ^'•^. ■>%:-,•'V'^v 5i*'•^V’^y

.y,-;-g,s .1Only ragrat is that I arrived a day'tee - aooa, thus'Upsattii« year-Ck^ ..,'■?
«" ■'4-

life
loth the John lickiaBoa Maaajoa. and tip State Museum impressed me 
a great d«rr"i^ «sd your staff certainly have done a wonderful 
job, which any visit»>r cannot help but realiae tdaen visiting either- 
site.

:iiA, «;■

i?s

-S.U
r*-yA'

"StSiAk':

Captain Calatven gave me a stlaolatii^ tour of the Museum and Dover,, 
end I shall write to him to express my appreciation. In additien,
1 would like to ask if you would forward the enclosed note to Mrs. 
Tardee, whom Z would also like to thank for her courtesy.

" ^-?-r

WMS9"}m -f■ i‘>.._ A#:

sl.k
Ir&l

,'■■ k,'t

;i- '.'kX''-

The mterlals that you requested are enclosed. X am happy to say 
that seme copies of the leaflet on the Mational Survey of Historic 
Sites and Buildings could be included with the pamphlet wnccmlng 
Hie Registry of Mational Historic landmarks. The instructions for 
the swintenaace of the plaqee* I hope, will be useful.

Again, let a«s express ay appreciation lor the canfipwtiott of you

-fcvl

p Wkiilp
and your staff. ■'V“ ■

Pftf; ■-: -k
•ft', . • :

Sinesvely yOnrs«.

Signed
„ ,X
:4;■•. M

• ./--fi,; -,. • -ui.;'

Inelosurss

......... ...........

-ki'.'S^Xmk '.'sP'JkKs
S. Sydney Bradford , X.,k,._ ■;p.fe”V‘v'
Hiatorlc Site.
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Thank you for your l««tar of March 16. m ^
-M- ■ : 
■r .

Oovar, Balawara 

Boar Mr. da Valingar:
'mXrM

■s,'■ ; J

J
‘XH

m.
0Krm~i:^» aatarUla that you aaat on tha John Blckinaon Mane ton, tha Sign 1■ a ■ ■- ---------------------------—----------#''— —« ».... »wc.« «rB,c.v*Ai».»A^ n»M»A.«n» i.<i« o**n ■ }v,j.y,.-.v-?asitha Buck a^ tha nahar'HMaa will ba^ary helpful addl- j|p' X

■K‘X.' mr t;ionc to our fllaa. Tour gemerosity la graatly appraclatad.

i*:V

y ?’ '

..'r^ ' y

^ Blatorlc Wauaaa and luUdioga of Balawara. will alao ha
vary ueaful. Ymi ahoul *d raeaiva payawnt for it JU tha near ftitura 

fhMPril again for your cooperation.
"MAmm^.y3:

X/"V’X Siiwaraly youra.
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State of Del am^ a re
Public Archivkb Commission

DOVER

March 16, 1961.(.

X ■- '
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'liafeiiti '

northeast

MAR

Dr, S. Sydney Bradford,
Historic Sites Historian, Northeast Hefllon, 
National Hark Service, Department of the Inter 
lln South Third Street 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania (19106)

Rag. Difgetor
AMt. to nD(f‘A)
J'rOKram t'l-'' d.
A.wt. K. g. t'lr-Adm
Kinancn & Prop.
Pcr-yrTi't

8«f<^

/
Krg. l-ur-Oin

History & •■ a.
NatuT',; p.i.'r vy
0|iar. Or Mu >1.

Ml
M

Da

Aiitft. *<'1^**J _____ I
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Ktv.

iz Vrr .i ».r

v„r■fV." &: '^4.. ;,■ V >fe ■
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mmSfl0A
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Dear Doctor Bradford: -

It was our pleasure to have vou visit and 

inspect the John Dickinson Mansion and vlev; other points 

of interest In Dover recently. In response to your 

request we are send!no under separate cover several 

photofiraphs of the John Dickinson Mansion, the Slpn of 

the Piirk Tavorn and the Fisher House,

I'nder separate cover we are also forwarding 

one copy of Historic Houses And Buildings Of Delaware«

—H-
• .=>s

:: I V(#

€r;M

■■'fl.. . :4

-m'^>aM

mm
K%"bv Harold Donaldson Eberleln and Cortlandt V. D, Hubbard,

The package Is marked for your attention and the billing

fX;'V \X-'C
f.Vrr.-.1 ;■■■■

Is made out to the National Park Service, Department of

the Interior, :X;4
If we can be of further service, please call

, .*nI

on us,

4 f:s.. 4 -,
■■ ■:. ^ r;^ Aii i": I ;r'

X. . * I , ' Cordlallv vour

lilliW’r.
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.’• j'HvV

Mil Ivl sttate Ss»'
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Tlxr. Joh.u Dickinson. Mcin-s^^i
Branch of Hu! Delaware State Museum

March 20, I96I4.

____

Dr, S. Sydney Bradford 
Historic Sites Historian 
National Park Service 
143 South Third Street 
Philadelphia, Penna, 19106

-jPoat 'Office 
^Dover»: Deldwa

I ;i vv

REF; L50"CHAJi

O.-'t. <** ____

A51 i

l.andJ <i Wa(v-r____

Dear Dr, Bradford;
I find that I have been remiss in 

acknowledging your cordial letter of March 6th, 

with which you kindly sent us a supply of the 

leaflet on the National Survey of Historic

Sites and Buildings and also the Registry of

National Historic Landmarks* A portion of these
"^4

have been given to Mrs* Paradee for Judicious 

distribution at the John Dickinson Mansion*

A f

We enjoyed your visit to Dover and we 

are looking forward to your trips from time to 

time* We also appreciate your kindness In send­

ing us the information regarding the treatment 

of the plaque*

Sincerely yours.

' -V

WM

LdeV-mb
Director
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F. E. Masland, Jr. 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania 17013

January li;, 1970

? Ves .

Dear Howard:

I presume it is in order for me to say welcome 
back. If I don’t say it now I won’t have 
another opportunity before the end of February,

I don't know to whom this note should be 
addressed, I have been looking through the 
National Register of Historic Places for I969,

Search as I would, I cannot find any record 
of the John Dickinson Home having received 
landmaiHc_^ijacognition and yet I am s ure it did.

I note Missouri's State Capitol has been accorded 
landmark recog-nitj,on. There may be others. It 
oc^rs to me that the Pennsylvania State Capitol 
luite possibly merits recognition to a degree equal 
to that which resulted in Missouri being recognized,

^ncerely.

Mr, Howard Stagner 
Assistant Director 
National Park Service 
Dept of the Interior 
Washington, D, C ,
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Mr. r. I. MMland, <lr. 

C«rli«l«, fvnnvjrlvwii* 

dear Frank:

,/•; .i'Sv ' _JS

.’■■ aa,:.v;a-i-av,..■ ■■' - .V;a

17013 *m»0lU '.a' V'‘'--ia? ■ fa#

Howard 8ta(pMr luw Mifead urn to cback tttto tbo ftMItiOni fm askad (
about Uatlaga ia tba National Ragiatar el Biatorio Nlaoaa.

You are quite right about the John Oiekineon Hone. It tm» recognlaed 
as a national Hiatorie lamiamiA in the tlMana atudy tm the fovolutlen. 
The aaneuncMBent waa nade in a Rreaa releaae dated Januarjr SK), 1901, 
and the preaentation waa in ^ril 1961. The Oicklnaon Hc«e ia Hated 
on page 47 al the National Segiater. The indication of the fact thi^ 
it baa been accorded recognition aa a lamdaark ia in tlM initiala 
NHL Juat below tins deacription.

*iil|
'■• '■ i

i

The Mlaaouri State Capitol ia entered in tlm National Segiater aa a 
reault of the neeination bf the State l^iaiaon Officer for Mlaaouri.
It haa not been recognlaed aa a National Hiatorie Landnark. Aa you 
kmnr, the National Segiater Includes both the Lam&aarks and the 
reaulta of the aurveya by the Statea. 1 aa encloaing a leaflet 
that diacuaaea the vay9 of beiim placed on the National Baglater.
The Pennaylvaala State Capitol can, of oourae, atailarly ba noainatad 
by the Pennsylvania State Survey. Pennaylvanla baa not yet been 
eapecially active in aaking NationcO. Segiater ncHsinatiena. Thla may 
well be speeded up aa the Preservation Act becomes better funded and 
more aaalatance can be given to tl» State aurveya.

A:#

Sincerely youra,

/s/ Robert M. Utley

Sobert M. Utley 
Chief fiiatorian ;

Ikkcloaure I
cc:Regional Director, Northeast Region w/c inc. 
DAS-Mr. Stagner w/c inc.
T-Mr. Butterfield w/c inc.
HHS-Mr. Sheely w/c inc.

HJSheely;mc 1/26/70
HP-Delaware-John Dickinson House
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STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
Hall of Records 

Dover, Delaware 19901
DR. E. BERKELEY TOMPKINS 

DIRECTOR

February 12, 1973

Mr. Ron Greenberg 
Publications Section 
National Register of 

Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
l8th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 2024.0

Dear Mr. Greenberg:
In response to your notice in the National Register 

nevfsletter, we have three suggestions for rewording the titles 
of some of our entries.

In Kent County, the "Dickinson (John) House" should 
‘^be designated as the John Dickinson Mansion.

In New Castle County, the "Blockhouse and Robinson 
'House" is more commonly called Naaman's, or the Robinson House.

In Kent Coimty, the "Eight-Square Schoolhouse" is 
known in our promotional literature as the Octagonal School- 

house .
You have the best available photographs of our 

properties in your files. I suggest that you look in the 
Register files for the follovring properties: Grand Opera
House; Barratt's Chapel; Governor's House; Town Point; Christ 
Church, Broad Creek; and Fort Delaware.

Sincerely,

E. Berkeley ^Tompkins, Director 
Division of Historical and 

Cultural Affairs 
State Liaison Officer for 

the National Register

EBT/sjp
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STATE OF DELAWARE 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 

Hall of Records 
Dover, Delaware 19901

<r: xtmmmk

August 2, 1973 (HJ
Mr. Ron Greenberg 
Editor
National Register of Historic 

Places
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240
Dear Mr. Greenberg:

In response to your notice of July 30th, we have some changes to be 
made in the listings for Delaware's National Register properties.

Kent County
"Cowgill vicinity" is locally known as Cowgill's Corners, after the

family that owned nearby property.
I "State House" should be two words, and not "Statehouse" as appears in
^ ^ the current (February 28th) Federal Register listing.

I ^ ^
The "Dickinson, John, House" should properly be called the "John 

Dickinson Mansion". This change is particularly important, since the 
. property is operated with the assistance of a corporate body known as the 

Friends of the John Dickinson Mansion. There is another property nearby 
that was occupied by John Dickinson, and could also be known as the John 
Dickinson House; the term "Mansion" will alleviate confusion.

The Bradford House in Dover should be called the "Bradford-Loockerman 
House" to avoid confusion with other houses owned by the Bradford family.

]f\J>

New Castle County
^ . The "Blockhouse and Robinson House" at Claymont should be called simply

^ >tne "Robinson House," since some historians have cast doubt on the authenticity 
V of th(the blockhouse.

Sincerel

James D. McNair, II 
As^stant Director
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1I34-PHH

Meaorandua
ToI Director, Northeast Region

Fron: Chief Historian
Subject} Receipt of National lastoric Landnark Biennial Inspection 

Reports
We are pleased to acknowledge the receipt of biennial Inspection 
reports for the following national historic landmarks:

Aspendale, Delaware 
Corbit-Sharp House, Delaware 
John Dickinson House, Delaware 
Fort Christina, Delaware 
Holy Trinity Church, Delaware 
Institute of Pennsylvania 

Hospital, Pwmsylvania 
Pennsylvania Hospital, Pennsylvania 
Walnut Street Theatre, Pennsylvania

"C7.'
■■T-

,■

Your continued cooperation in keeping us informed of further 
meats regarding landmarks in your Region, including changes of ownership 
and any potential threats to their integrity or existence, will be 
greatly appreciated.

. If..14 > PHH*iLafifiHt:kr 8/1/73
; V * . bcc; LI

i

ISgd.) A. R. Mortensea

A, R. Mortensen

v;"'l
t

r 'S'.:®
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BASIC FILE RETAINED IN PHHS
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Mr. Lawrence C. Henry 
Director, Division of Historical 

and Cultural Affairs 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Hall of Records 
Iknrer, Delamire 19901

,i' .

y.yys0
V*. ' V

yy-yW -i'
Dear Mr. Henry:

. . ,, -. ,;; -,:.->.i-' 'jj.;

0yy s--

V" •:

Your letter of Septenber 11, 1979, to Williaa Lebovich requesting # ' ^
revision of the national historic landmark boundary for the John 5, ®
Dickinson Mansion has b^n forwaj^ed to the Historic Sites Survey 
for evaluation and reply.

fM.:
,' ’ '*

■ ', ■ ...i*
lyy

We have checked our file on the Dickinson Mansion and find that the 
parcel which you suggest be removed from the landmark is not carrMitly 
a part of it. The boundaiy for the Dickinson landmark, approved on 
Ai^st 10, 1977, consists of the 13-acre parcel described in the 
enclosed noadnation form. We can find no record of the larger 
boundary described in your letter; however, we assume that it 
represents a draft proposal that was std>sequently redefined. It 
would also appear that through an oversight on our part ^ovir 
office *fas never notified of the approved boundary.

ty-m

-V.t3J

....... ‘-3 ■■■ ::

We apologize for any difficulties this situation may have caused. 
Should you have any further questions regarding the Dickinson Mansion *" 
designation, pl^se contact our staff architectural hlstorim,
Polly Matherly, at (202) 343-6404. i .

r’

vv' .

...f. .f:.

■ r.

Sincerely,

/«/ Horace J. Sheely.*^ JXU 

Horace J. Sheely

■ ' -ifV-
'%yy ■

'• '*■ i ^

'mW\.

?v,.^

z^yyyMi ...........

I, ta ‘- 'y, * 'i

3-'r .3.
>■

Acting Chief, Historic Site^-■iiS&
------------ - .Survey Division

<1^ Enclosure -y > ‘ - V ^ ’" 2

•r>.
yy-
3?..v> /.. .>

V^,r

" •.''3 -1bcc: Director’s Reading File . <•
NERO, Regional Director, HCRS-Philadelphia., Pa., Attn: Mr. Gene Peluso

^ w/c of inc. )HSS-Reading File
.3, HSS-Matherly )
33 . 3'* ;V fHR:P Matherly:mc: 9/26/79:

.HP - Delaware - John Dickinson Mansion ..-'V'i

f. 3 3';333;3. 343-6404 BASIC FILE RETAINED IN HSS
■' _, -:>/■ 
..3'=3‘3v.V'''' -r*
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OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR

STATE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE

DIVISION OF HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS
HALL OF RECORDS • DOVER • 19901

(302)678-5314

Washington, D.9^20243
IDear Mr. Le^ovitclilLv i

By this letter and iclosures the Delaware State Historic Preservation
Office is hereby requesting a reevaluation of the western boimdary of
the John Dickinson House National Historic Landmark. Based on o\ir recent 
survey of the historic resources of St. Jones Neck, we do not feel that 
the current western boundary is justifiable or defensible. Specifically, 
this issue has come to light in several coirpliance cases where a "taking" 
of the extreme western portion of the current landmark tract is proposed. 
While we often take a strong position on the protection and enhancement 
of cultural resources, we do not feel the current boundary is defensible. 
Therefore, based on the justification outlined in the enclosures we request 
your reevaluation of the boundary. Enclosed is 1) Boundary justification 
for the new boundary, 2) Sections from the multiple resource nomination on 
St. Jones Neck dealing with the Historic District of which the Dickinson 
Mansion is a part, 3) A copy of the existing Landmark nomination map and 
boundary description, 4) A map of the Lower St. Jones Neck Historic District 
and its relationship to the Landmark boundary, 5) A suggested "boundary 
description" for the proposed change and 6) the appropriate U.S.G.S. Quad 
with the proposed revisions incorporated.

If you have any questions, please contact Daniel R. Griffith, Deputy State 
Historic Preservation Officer at (302) 678-5314.

Sin

L^H»fence C 
Director/ste 
Preservatic

yours,

Henry
te Historic 

Officer

Enclosures
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REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS 

BI-ENNIAL VISIT REPORT

John Dickinson Mansion

Date; March 5, 1964 

Visited by: S.S. Bradford

1. Location: Five miles S.E. of Dover, three miles east of U.S. Route 113
on Kitts Hummock Road, Kent County, Delaware.

2. Theme: X, War for Independence

3. Owner:
a. 1961 - State of Delaware, administered by Delaware State Museum, 

Dover; Leon deValinger, Jr., Director.

b. Present; [x] Same 

[ ] New

4. Use
a. 1961: Historic bouse museum.

b. Present; [XJ Same

[ ] Changed as follows:



r" #

REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC LANEMARKS 

BI-ENNIAL VISIT REPORT

John Dickinson Mansion

S. Physical condition

a. 1961: Excellent

b. Present: [X] Excellent; [ ) Good; [ ] Fair; [ ] Poor

Comment s:
The house Is maintained in excellent fashion. As the house is In an 
isolated situation, a night watchman is employed.

6. Special Problems:
Two questions arose concerning the Landmark plaque, which Is In the 
cellar, next to the sales desk. First, many visitors read the plaque 
and ask if the Federal government has assumed responsibility for main­
taining the building. It was suggested that the attendant explain the 
significance of the designation as a Landmark, stressing that there was 
no Federal financial or administrative responsibility involved. Copies 
of the leaflets on the Survey and Registry are to be sent for the use 
of those on duty at the mansion. Second, a request was made for in­
formation concerning the maintenance of the plaque. Instructions for 
the plaque's care will also be sent.

7. Suggestions offered to the owner:

irector 2 'dney Bj
f^oric Sites Historian

/



iiwwwD STATES 
DEP/fflTMHEP OF THE IJarmOR 

nmOBAL PABK SERVICE 
WASHIBQTOB 25, D. C.

The fictional Bvamv of Historic Sites and Buildings

The John DicBiason House - Delsawars
John Blcklzuioii has heen aptl^ tenaed the "Pemm of the Revolutioing" 
la the literature of that struggle, his position is as pre-e«iBent 
as Waahingtoa la var, Frsiaklia la diplcasacy aad Mcxrris in finaace*
The restored Dicdclason House near Borer, Belasare, is the sunrirlng 
structure nost latlaately associated vlth the great sriter of the 
lleTolutioiiar3r period. The plantation house on Belsssre's flat 
coastal pi«<« was hullt la 17^ l>y J»4ge SasMel BLokinsoa shea 
John was eight years old, sad there the hoy lired until 1750# shea 
he vent to Philadelphia end hegn the study of l«r. Dlciinsoa 
lived in the house at various tines after 1750, althou^^ his role 
in pciblic life kept him in Ihlladelphia and ^eHhcre t«st cxf the 
tine. He vas living in VUjKLngten in iBOl^ shen flare gutted the 
old nansion, and over the next tso years closely siqparvised the 
repair of the dwelling. The recent restoration of the house was 
based on Bidclnson's correnoodence ead written instructions during the period between iBoif ead 1806 when the repairs were 

oospleted.
The brick actoslon, its Fleadah-boad front facing south, is one of 
the BO St interesting architectural exaapLes of a plantation house 
of the region. In 1952, the BStioual Society of Colonial Banee 
of Assrlea raised $25,000 whiCh was presented to the State of 
Belaware to preserve the BLddason House, when its destruction 
appeared laidiunt. The 8tate aatdied ms donation with a sliallsr 
asount aad the house snd a tract cf ground arouad it utra acquired. 
Architectural, arcbeologleal end historical research was ecconplished 
under the direction of the Belaware Ptfcllc Archives Coanisalon, aad 
with the asslstMce of an Advisory Comittee, restoration was carried 
out by nesas of state funds ead private gifts. Owned by the State of 
Belawcre, the Biekinscn House is adainistered by the Belaware State 
Museun and is exhibited to the f«ft>lic.

R3HSS1290



Form 10-81T
(&pfr. 1957)

UNITED STATES 
EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

% '4.

'i,
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

*■

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
1. STATE

Delaware
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE, WRITE “ARCH" BEFORE THEME NO.
Theme X, The War for Independence

3. NAME<S) OF SITE 4. APPROX. ACREAGE

The John Dickinson House
5. EXACT LOCATION (County, toumthip, roads, etc. 1} difficult to find, sketch on Supplementary Sheet)

Kent County^ five miles southeast of Dover, three miles east of U.S, Route 113 on
6. NAME AND ADDRESS OF PRESENT OWNER (Also administrator if different from owner) KittS HummOCk Road

State of Delaware, administered by Delaware State Museum. Dover _____________
/,.. • f •

7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION {DeBcribebHefiy what makes site important and what remains are txiant)

"John Dickinson has been aptly termed the 'Penman of the Revolution'. 
In the literature of that struggle, his position is as pre-eminent 
as Washington in war, Franklin in diplomacy and Morris in finance."*

.'-■VV.

|:f
• • ■. r S'

r f s
At the time of Dickinson's death, Thomas Jefferson, then president of the United 
States, wrote.

fr:'I--.
A more estimable man or truer patriot could not have left us. 
Among the first of the advocates for the rights of his countrymen 
when assailed by Great Britain, he continued to the last the 
orthodox advocate of the true principles of our new government, 
and his name will be consecrated in history as one of the great 
worthies of the Revolution.**

4: ,4

■ .=

The restored Dickinson House near Dover, Delaware, is the surviving structure 
most intimately associated with the great writer of the Revolutionary period. 
The plantation house on Delaware's flat coastal plain was built in 1740 by 
Judge Samuel Dickinson when John was eight years old, and there the boy lived 
until 1750 when he went to Philadelphia and began the study of law. Dickinson 
lived in the house at various times after 1750, although his role in public 
life kept him in Philadelphia and elsewhere most of the time. He was living
*Paul L. Ford, The Writings of John 
Memoirs. XIV (Philadelphia, 1895),

Historical Society of Pennsylvania

**C, J. Stllle, The Life and Times of John tftc 1732-1808. Historical 
Society of Pennsylvania Memoirs, XIII (Philadelphia, 1891). 236-237.

i^m*1listorical Society of Pennsylvania
Memoirs. XIV (Philadelphia, 1895), Preface; C. J. Stille, The Life and Times 
of John Dickinson, 1732-1808, Historical Society of Pennsylvania Memoirs. XIII 
(Philadelphia, 1891); Moses C. Tyler, The Literary History of the American 
Revolution, 1763-1783, 2 vols., (New York, 1897), I.

XiPOKXS MiDSfUm^lMentionbfstteportsandttudies,as,NPSstudy,HABS,etc.) .
Roy E. Appleman, The John Dickinson House, Kent County, Delaware, (Ms. Historic 
Sites Survey Report, National Park Service, October, 1950); Memorandum of Daniel 
Breslin, Architect, National Park Service, to Regional Directory, Region One,

10. PHOTOGRAPHS*
ATTACHED: YES B NO □

11. CONDITION
Very good

12. PRESENT USE (Museum, farm, etc.)
Historic House

13. D^f^yf-vi^
4/19/60

14. RECORDEI^Vnofure)f S C. E. Shedd, ^
15. TITLEir. Historic Sites Historian 16. DATE .8/1/60

^DRY MOukf ON AN 8 X 10}^ ^HEEt/oF FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND NAME OF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AND NAME OF PHOTOGRAPHER. GIVE 
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. IF ATTACHED. ENciLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFER TO ITEM NUMBER)
U. S. aOVERNMCNT PRINTING OFFICE 16—74016~1
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UNITED STATES 

PARTMENT OF THE INTERIO 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to he used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) . . .

STATE

Delaware
NAME(S)OFSITE

The John Dickinson House

&

7. Importance and Description (cont*d)

in Wilmington in 1804 when fire gutted the old mansion, and over the next two 
years closely supervised the repair of the dwelling. The recent restoration 
of the house was based on Dickinson's correspondence and written instructions 
during the period between 1804 and 1806 when the repairs were completed.
From that time on the house was occupied by tenants and Dickinson, who died 
in 1808, never again made it his home.

The brick mansion, its Flemish bond front facing south, is one of the most 
interesting architectural examples of a plantation house of the region. All 
around it stretch cultivated fields, giving it an air of authenticity as a 
plantation home - which it once was. The original dwelling was a two-story 
brick, with hip roof. A story and a half was added shortly before the fire 
of 1804 which left little of the house save its four walls. In correcting the 
fire damage, a gable roof was added to the mansion and a small brick kitchen 
wing built at its west end. The interior of the repaired house was substantial 
but plain, unlike the expensively decorated and carved woodwork of the original. 
The repair of the house along simple lines was natural in view of the fact that 
Dickinson now made his home in Wilmington and apparently Intended the house 
for tenant use. In 1952, the National Society of Colonial Dames of America 
raised $25,000 which was presented to the State of Delaware to preserve the 
Dickinson House, when its destruction appeared imminent. The state matched 
this donation with a similar amount and the house and a tract of ground around 
it were acquired. Architectural, archeological and historlcl research was 
accomplished under the direction of the Delaware Public Archives Commission, 
and with the assistance of an Advisory Committee, restoration was carried out 
by means of state funds and private gifts. In the course of restoration, 
materials of the original mansion, when found in good condition, were reused.
The house has been restored and furnished as faithfully as possible to the 
period when Dickinson last knew it. In the course of restoration the National 
Park Service offered advisory assistance to the State of Delaware. A furnish­
ing committee has furnished the mansion with items once owned by the Didilnson 
family or which are typical of the region. A garden adjacent to the house, 
is being recreated with the help of a number of garden clubs and by private 
donations. The house was formally opened to the public on May 2, 1956.
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■ . ' ' . ■ •I UNITED STATES 

PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont’d), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont'd) . . .

STATE
Delaware ***Tfie°John Dickinson House

9. Reports and Studies (Cont'd)

■I'r.,-

National Park Service, December 19, 1952; "The Home of John Dickinson, 'Penman S ii/ 
of the Revolution', Information Leaflet (n.p., n.d.); Historic American . ^ ’ ]]
Buildings Survey, (one photo, 1936). '

....
... ■ ■ , "■ r/, , ■;

. ............... ^'SViiM

■:ft#

v»v:

If-,S
Aj;-'‘:'i==

S..;y%r4':,
V. t. COVCRNNCNT PRINTINS OmCI 19-/4029-1



NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
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Date of Visit: Mi^ 1, 1961
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UNITED S'rATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIOMAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS
1. STATE

Delaware
2. THEME(S). IF ARCHEOLOGICAL SITE. VV.RITE "ARCH ' CiFORE THEME NO.

XX Architecture (Colonial); X War for Independence
3. MAME(S) OF SITS

John Dickinson Home
«. A.®PROX. ACREAGE

5 acres
t. EXACT LOCATION (Qmn/y. JosoiuWp, rooil, «(e. U HSitvlt tn fini. $Meh on SuppUmentary Shze>) Eli. SO» Of DOVer ViS. U»'’» 113 Slid

.3 miles east of U.S. 113 on Kitts Huranock P.oad.j Kent Countv.
8. NAME AND ADDRESS Of PRESENT OWNER (AUo admlnhtrator ifdlffoent from otcner)

S~bate of Ttelf.vare, ndmlnlsterGd ~by Dalavare State Muhpiitti.
7. IMPORTANCE AND DESCRIPTION iHacrlbe irlefly tchal makii lUi important cr,d tcM rmalni ermlcnl)

Built "between 1739 and 175^, this house is an excellent restored 
example of an Early Georgian residence. The dwelling was also the home of 
John Dickinson, the "Penman of the Revolution."

This house illustrates what may "be called the "telescope type of 
planning," in which a series of smaller wings ai’e added'to the main house 
at later dates. Judge Samuel Dickinson, the father of John, erected the 
main house in 1739~^0* This mansion is a five-"bay, two-story structure and 
is built of Flemish bond with black glazed headers. There is a wide central 
hall with a large parlor to the east and two smaller rooms, each with an angle 
fireplace, to the left or west. The cellar of the main house, which is almost 
of ground level and well lifted, originality contained a large storage room 
to the east, a wine cellar under the front door, and sculley and kitchen at 
the west end. To the west two lower wings step do\m from the main house on 
the same axis. The first of these wings was added in 1752 and contained 
a dining room with a bedroom above.- Tbs smallest and westeinost vilng was 
added in 175^^* With white^/ashed walls and a brick-columned ^^Iiis‘ 'P^fcA
section contained a kitchen and quarters for household slaves above it.

The mansion faces directly south and though’, well-lighted, has only 
three vindovrs on the north side. This arrangement was planned to conserve 
heat in the t-d.nter. The main house, as Judge Dickinson built it, was three 
full stories in height over a high basement, and had a hipped roof. The first 
floor windows, which are unusually tall, still reflect the original design 
that was proper for such a Georgian three-story house.

8. BiSLlOGRAPHiCAL RfclFERENCES rourc«; give location of manutcripti and rare werkt)

See page

9. REPORTS AND STUDIES (Mention beet reporlt and tindles,«», NPSttiidy, IIABS, etc.)

None

10. PHOTOGRAPHS 5747-50
ATTACHED: YES NoD

II. CONDITIONExcellent (Restored 12. PRESENT USE (A/uKiim./arm, Wc.)
1 Historic House Museum

t3. DATE 0
Apr.;i;

Ta. ^M^F RECORDE^'ijBiNurO 15. TITLE : »£, EATS
Historian ! to

•DRY MOUNT ON AN 8 X SHEET OP FAIRLY HEAVY PAPER. IDENTIFY BY VIEW AND HAME CF THE SITE. DATE OF PHOTOGRAPH. AhC NA.y' 
LOCATION OF NEGATIVE. If ATTACHED. ENCLOSE IN PROPER NEGATIVE ENVELOPES.

FHOTOCriAPHER. GIVE

(IF ADDITIONAL SPACE IS NEEDED USE SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET, 10-317a, AND REFE^^ TO ITii; .JMBLR)
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<n«pt. 19.?7) UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL SURVEY OF HISTORIC SITES AND BUILDINGS 
SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET

■i.
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This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given should be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) ... Page 2.

mate
Delaware

NAME(S)OFSITE

John Dickinson Home

8, Continued:

In 1804 a disastrous fire occurred, which partially destroyed and 
badly damaged the fine original interior woodwork and paneling. When John 
Dickinson repaired the damage, he reduced the main house to its present two 
stories and covered it with a gabled roof. The original interior woodwork 
was also replaced in l806 by substantial but plain m.aterial that was in keeping 
with its intended use as a tenant house.

Condition
.,'■9

The national Society of Colonial Dames of America presented 
$25,000 to the State of Delaware in 1952 to preserve the Dickinson House, 
when it vms threatened \d.th destruction. The State matched this donation , 
with a similar amount, and the house and surrounding tract were acquired, 
the necessary research accomplished and it was restored to its appearance as 
Dickinson last loiew it, by means of State funds and private gifts. The recon­
struction was based on Dickinson’s correspondence and written instructions 
during the period l804-06. Materials of the original structure were reused 
when found in good condition. The garden has also been reconstructed. The 
house is open to visitors from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Tuesdays through Saturday 
and from 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday. The structure is closed on Mondays.

i ,
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SUPPLEMENTARY SHEET
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This sheet is to be used for giving additional information or comments, for more space for any item on the 
regular form, and for recording pertinent data from future studies, visitations, etc. Be brief, but use as many 
Supplement Sheets as necessary. When items are continued they should be listed, if possible, in numerical order 
of the items. All information given shoulfi be headed by the item number, its name, and the word (cont'd), as, 
6. Description and Importance (cont’d) ... Page 3.
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STATE KAMEC3) OFSITE
Delaware John Dickinson Home

8, Bibliographical References.

James G. VanDerPool, "Historical Development of Architecture in the 
U.S.A.; 1632-1912, " (N»P*S, typescript, I966), 5^; Dorothy and Richard Pratt,
A Guide to Early American Homes—South (New York, I956), 5O-5I; Harold D. 
Eberlein and Cortlandt V, D. Hubbard, Historic Houses and Buildings of Delaware 
.(Wilmington, Del, I963), 73“77# Delaware—A Guide to the First si^ate (American 
Guide Series) (New York, 1955), 395-393'. .
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REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC 
AI^D NATUPJVL LANDi4ARKS REPORT OF BIELWAL VISIT TO 

John Dickinson Hoilse
•, <

Date of visit June 6, 1973

Visited by Dotiglas Warnock*
(name) .

Assiiitance Superintendent ^ . ,„T-n.»____________ . Independence NHP

Received by Mrs. Pardee

(title), 

Receptionist
(office)

jQhn Dickinson House
(name) (title) (office)

Condition*

r:■'

■■

I?? i-"'p?'"

John Dickinson House is in good condition. The old log cabin to the rear 
of the House has' been badly neglected. The floors are unsafe and the 
whole structure is leaning. The Inside appears as an old cluttered shed. 
A pile of broken limbs and other debris to the right of the cabin adds to 
the general delapitated look of the immediate area.

■''v;,., ■■ ■ V,■. ■ ■ ■;

,.v

Operation**

The House is operated through funds appropriated by the state of Delaware. 
Donations are received but are too insignific'^t to run the House.
Average visitation is 10,000 to 12,,000 people per: year.

s;!« 0.

-.V •'

V :

♦Accompanied by David Dutcher, Historian, Independence KHP
Richard Helman, Intake Trainee, Independence NHP 
Kent Taylor, Intake Trainee, Independence NHP

*Grounds, structure/s, furnishings
’^VNote any changes in ownership, sponsoring organizations, operating staff, 

use, location of plaque and certificate, etc. , ^ ^



« »^ ^ 4

Special Probleios
,The location of Dickinson House is neax Dover Air For$e Base. Sonic 

booms from aircraft using that base have damped ceilings in the 
house. I •;

Suggestions Offered
The log cabin should be stabilized and scheduled for preservation 
treatment.

»

hj'.

f '■

■■‘I’.'

,3- '

,/

* ' (signed)

6. 13-73
(date)
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REGISTRY OF NATIONAL HISTORIC 
:r Al^E) NATURAL LAND^IARICS ^ -rr- ---

REPORT OF BIENNIAL VISIT TO 

"-^TOfTN ninKINSON MANSION

'^1
.J

Date of visit 6/15/71

Visited by Chester L. Brooks
(name)

. Superinttendent ■ . Independence NHP. 
(office)

Received by Framet T. Galahan.
(name)

(title)
Director, Div. of Historical Dept, of State 

.and Cultural Affairs . State of Delaw.a^ 
' ‘ (title) (office)

Condition*

House excellent ~ Garden delightful

I

Operation**

Paid Guides - all tours guided 
No charges at state installations

—4

*Grounds, Structure/5, furnishings ot-nff
**Note any changes in ownership, sponsoring organizations, oper „ -»

use, location of plaque and certificate, etc.



Special Problems

None
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Suggestions Offered

None
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'Heritage Coriservatlon and Recreation Service 
Department of the Interior
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NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK STATUS REPORT: 1978

I. General Background

1. Official Landmark name; T7D//A/ ^/C^/A/Sors/

Address; TTS /^OAP

2. Name, address,_phone number of the Landmark owner:
of= ^ CUC.TUX A/. ArfyU/^.s

3. 'ftflL' —- ww^«.«w4« * i-'Uiio A u iC AWA Ullcnangraent of the Landmark- m same as person in number 2. write ’same’)-

A. Name, title, address and phone number of additional oerson(s) contacted 
about this Landmark:bout this Landmark:

j ro^7
^ /-Tpc /

official prepa?6ig'"«po^rt“: ' '^^''

^ (,00 ^ ri ,
6. Date of this report: ^fS^-S9l-IPJ/

I
■Is

II. Condition and Maintenance of Buildings, Sites and Historic Districts 
(If Landmark is visited, provide photographs (or slides) of serious 
problems or possible threats)

1. Architectural or Engineering Features

a. What is the general physical condition? 
___needs repairs (explain) _excellent good

b. Are there any obvious structural problems or water related problems’
---- ^no _iXves (describe) /r/J^Arr^/- Pc€

r>^OtSrV»C\^ //V
c. ky there planned future building alterations or new construction? 

no ___yes (explain)

d. Are there historic Interio^Omishings present? ix^es 
Are thev well cared for? ^^ves ___^no (explain)

Will thev be retained? ___no (explain)

e. la there historic machinery or equipment present? 
Is it well cared for? ___^yes ___^no (explain)

Will it be retained?^^yes no (explain)
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2. EnvlTonmental, Battlefield. Natural and' ArcheoJoeical Features

«. What is the general condition of the site? Excellent onnH 
___ needs repairs (explain) ----- ^

■ Tri ttr.:n j^irfe^pui”^ --
'■ Alte disturbance, digging, or construction?

_»^no ___yes (explain)

d. Are there plans for future site work or construction’
---- ^no j^es (explain) ^.Of^0^ i,= ------

t^PrfJ(^£ /=<3/'<5' CAej£\J)
3. Historic District Features ^

general physical condition of the buildings, roadways, and 
other historic features of the district? excellent pnoH ^

.needs repair (explain) -----

construction activity in the district’-----high construction activity __inoderate ___ low

^ historic district commission or
districtr^"°^ves^ ^°no ’reviews construction activity in the

III. Building. Site, or Historic District Integrity

any conditions on the lands ad.iacent to the Landmark that might 
^esourr^" serious impairment, diminishment, or destruction of Landmark^ 
resources, character, and/or significnace? u%o ___yes (explain)

or atmospharlc .lawntamat are out of character with the property and its settin'’’_PO^ves (expUlu,

’■ '>““"'‘^1 '>"•0““ (1-0-. hlghuavs. adlaceut conatructluu
toning changes, etc.) likely to occur In the future? i^o___yes (explain)

<• It there any urgency regarding any of the threats? _^o _yes (explain)



- f . y . U': v;vv ■■■ •• j

■ I
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- 3 -
■ i'i 3. 1)oes the wner show interest in the long-term preservation of the Landmark? 

___no x^yeB (explain)

IV.* Supplementary Information

1. Does the Landmark have a plaque? y>^yes 
Is it displayed? ___yes ___no

2. Has an agreement form been submitted? ___yes ___no
If no, does the ovraer wish to sign an agreement with HCRS? ___yes .^no

V. Comments

r
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SKETCH OF JOHN DICKINSON

Dr. John H. Powell

John Dickinson was by temperament a thinker. Yet 
the circumstances of his life obliged him to enter the hurly- 
burly of politics and fight for the principles he believed in. 
He became a man of action in public affairs whose peculiar 
ability was to persuade people that public problems might be 
solved by reason, by high-purpose, by taking thought. To 
three men we owe most of the philosophy of our Revolutionary 
period, and most of that system of the federal distribution 
of powers which ensured us a government under law: to John
Dickinson, to John Adams, to James Wilson. By commemorating 
the lives of these men, we reaffirm our present faith in the 
ideal of the free man in the free state for which they 
contended.

Dickinson was the most effective writer for the 
American cause before independence. In his Letters From _ 
Farmer and in a dozen other books, in the Stamp Act Congress, 
in the First Continental Congress, in legislature and in 
committees of correspondence, he expressed again and again 
that basic syllogism of government to which he was dedicated: 
no man can be happy unless he is free, no man can be free 
unless he has control over his own property, men cannot control 
their property unless they control the taxing power of the 
government; therefore, no man can be free when he is taxed with­
out his own consent, by representatives of his own election.

”For who are a free people?” Dickinson asked in 
his Farmer. "Not those, over whom government is reasonably 
^d equitably exercised, but those, who live under a government 
so constitutionally checked and controuled, that proper pro­
vision is made against its being otherwise exercised."

Yet, he always insisted, revolution was not the 
only solution. Americans could be free within the British 
Empire, if the federal structure he proposed were adopted.
In 1775, still hopeful of reconciliation, Dickinson wrote the 
Second Petition to the King, the so-called "Olive Branch 
Petition," in a last attempt to preserve the political unity 
of the Anglo-American peoples.

Independence he deemed unnecessary and unwise, at the 
time of its proposal. He voted against it. But once Congress 
adopted it, Dickinson placed himself at the head of his regiment 
and marched off to defend the American cause.

t'
.........
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He wrote our first national constitution. The 
Articles of Confederation. He served in Congress, and lent 
his prestige to the reform of the executive departments of 
the government. As "president” (governor), first of Delaware, 
then of Pennsylvania, he was a leader in the moral and 
political revolution that corrected the excesses and abuses 
of the first state governments. He was a major figure in the 
Constitutional Convention of 1787, secured the immediate 
ratification of the new constitution by Delaware, later by 
Pennsylvania. He helped write the new constitution of 
Delaware in the 1790's, and closed his long, busy life as an 
elder statesman in retirement at Wilmington, busy with many 
charities and with the administration of his huge landed 
estate.

Born in 1732, the same year as Washington, he lived 
till 1808, a scholarly, affable man, gentle and quiet, respected 
for his prodigious abilities, his integrity, his efficiency as 
an administrator, loved for his pleasing person and his 
generous understanding. John Dickinson was one of the great 
Americans of his great era, the perfection of an American ideal.

Now the house on St. Jones River was not his birth­
place, but it was his boyhood home, built by his father around 
1740, inherited by John Dickinson, and regarded by him always 
as his residence. Nearly every year he spent some time in his 
"mansion house in Kent," and devoted endless hours each week 
to the administration of his great farm holdings in the 
region. It is properly referred to as the home of John 
Dickinson.

It is a handsome house, full of atmosphere, with 
the air of the golden age. Gazing at its fine brick work, 
climbing its noble staircase, wandering through its numerous 
rooms, one can apprehend the kind of life Judge Dickinson built, 
and his son John Dickinson lived there. It is an expression in 
architecture of the society that produced The Penman of the 
American Revolution. It helps to explain that ideal of which 
he was the expression.

To save, restore, and administer this house, is a 
task we of this generation should gladly asstime, as part of our 
consciousness of what we can learn and profit by, from the 
past of our own land.















exhioit being planned. Col. ClarenceM. Dillon of Wilmington 
has presented for our costume collection tils full-dress Dela­
ware National Guard uniform. He was for a long time an active 
officer in Delaware military affairs.

Otner articles recently presented to the Museum include: 
an oil painting of the Delaware State seal, probably displayed 
at the Centennial Exposition of 1876 in Philadelphia, given by 
Mrs. Thomas F. Bayard of Wilmington: a 01ack-enameled souvenir 
tray attractively decorated with a view of the Delaware Memori­
al Bridge, by the American Bridge Division of U. S. Steel 
Company: and a photograph of the lakeview Hook and Ladder, 
formerly used in Delaware, presented by the North America Com­
pany, Philadelphia, we are once more indebted to Mr. Herbert 
W. Guest of Chadds Ford, penna., for his interest in adding to 
our collection several cooper's crozes and an early wooden 
wagon jack. Three carpenter's braces of different styles and 
a small drawknife, exhibited among the Woodworking Tools, 
were kindly loaned by Mr. Walter T. Massey of Dover,

in addition, the Museum acquired by purcnase a good col­
lection of carpenters and cabinetmakers tools from Miss Martha 
Godwin of Felton, which had been used by her grandfather, who 
operated a shop there many years ago. Other purchased acces­
sions were: a flaxbreak: biscuit beater; two lace nightcaps; 
a butter mold; a flax wheel; a loom shuttle; and a Hepplewhlte 
style walnut side table.

m'Rs
Tours, if desired, by groups from schools or other organi­

zations may be arranged by communicating with the Curator, Mr, 
Kenneth M. Wilson.

MUSEUM HOURS
The Museum, located at 316 s. Governors Avenue (on u. S, 

Route 13), is open daily, Tuesday through Saturday, from 11;00 
a.m. until 5:00 p.m.; Sunday, from 2:00 p.m. untiI 5:00p.m.

DELAWARE STATE MUSEUM NEWS 

Vol. 1 No. 3 April 1^5 2

WOODWORKING TOOLS
An exhioit devoted to early woodworking tools which were 

utilized oy several industries prominent in Delaware's earlier 
history has just been completed and opened in the Museum's 
Numoer 2 Building. The exhioit calls attention to the im­
portant role played by Delaware in these industries, and at the 
same time emphasizes the rapid change that has occurred in In­
dustry in the last half-century. It also serves to provide 
information of once-important industries no longer extant as 
well as to preserve these relics of the past.

The tools in this exhioit are divided into four categories: 
Coopers Tools; Sning1emakers Tools; Pumpmakers Tools; and 
Carpenters and joiners Tools.

Among the Coopers Tools are two long wooden jointer 
planes. One of these is set up in its normal working position, 
to snow the unique manner in which this unusually large plane 
was used; while the second is displayed to show the opposite 
side of this type of plane. In addition to such other tools 
used by the cooper as the hand adze, croze and drawknife, there 
is an enlarged illustration oif a sixteenth century German wood- 
cut Which shows a long jointer plane and other tool^s then in 
use and indicates that these tools remained virtual1y.unchanged 
until the end of the nineteenth century.

The Shinglemakers Tools are out small reminders ^of a once 
important and thriving Delaware industry, which has now become 
virtually non-existent. Riven shingles and clapboards com­
prised a large part of this state's earliest exports, and the 
industry continued to oe a source of economic income until 
about 1865. These products were fashioned with but a few 
simple tools, the bolting frow; riving frow; oeadle or maul; 
the drawknife; and the shingle "hoss"; all of which form part 
of the present display. in addition to these tools, the 
exhioit is supplemented by several drawings, an historical 
sketch, and examples of raw materials and finished shingles.
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A set of Pumpmakers Tools provides an interesting and illu- 
minatiny insight into a highly-specialized craft which was, 
until relatively recent times, much in demand. Out which has
now passed into oblivion. Pump augers for drilling long, 
straight holes; pumpmaker's twisted reamers; and Ooxed-end,
funnel-shaped reamers for enlarging these holes, together with 
accessories such as a pump-tree gauge; valve-setter; a twelve- 
foot extension shank; and an (.-shaped crank for turning it, 
form the nucleus of this exhibit. A focal point of the display 
is a T-section of wooden water pipe, taken from the Wilmington 
streets, which was cored by tools such as those exhibited.

one of the highlights of the Carpenters and Joiners Tools 
section is the display of some fifty planes of the type.used by 
these craftsmen from colonial times to the end of the nine­
teenth century, included are representative examples from the 
three<categories of pjanes used by the carpenter— leveling, 
fitting, and moulding planes, A selection of fitting and 
moulding planes has been arranged to provide visitors a clear 
view of their construction and shapes. Each plane thus dis­
played is accompanied by a sample cut of wood made by the 
plane, thus illustrating the function each performed, A 
variety of saws; axes; braces; augers; and chisels, as well as 
numerous tools and instruments used for measuring and marking, 
surround a work bench upon which is mounted an early car­
penter’s vise. A boring mill, the forerunner of the modern 
drill press, provides another point of interest within the 
exhibit.

IMPROVEMENTS AND CHANGES TO COSTUME EXHIBIT
since the last issue of our iluseum News, the exhibit of 

eighveeneh century ladies costumes and accessories, entitled 
A BELLE OF 18TH CENTURY DOVER, has undergone certain renova­
tions and Changes intended to display more effectively these 
fine costumes, A ceiling has been constructed to convert the 
display case into a closed room, and direct lighting sufficient 
to fully illuminate the costumes to their best advantage has 
been installed. Four additional dresses have been hung on the 
back wall of the room to supplement those already displayed 
on mannequins. A Hepplewhite table recently acquired by the 
Museum has replaced the Chippendale chest of drawers as an 
accessory in the exhibit.

.3.

SECOND ANNUAL EXHIBIT OF DELAWARE PRINTS
The Second Annual Exhibit of Delaware prints, sponsored by 

the Museum, will open Dover Day, May 3, and remain on exhibi­
tion in the Museum’s Number 2 Building through May 31. The 
exhibit will present a collection of photographs depicting the 
habits and characteristics of Delaware people and the State’s 
varied scenery. Awards will be made to entrants whose photo­
graphs are selected as having exceptional merit.

RECENT GIFTS AND ACQUISITIONS
Through the generosity of interested persons, the Museum 

has continued to add a number of interesting and valuable 
accessions to its collections, largely through gifts and loans. 
An agricultural implements exhibit, to be opened early in May, 
is assured of an appropriate background by a gift from Mr, 
Charles T, David, of Dover R. 0. U, of a sufficient quantity of 
weathered barn boards for this purpose. The simpler Lumber and 
Coal Company of Felton, Delaware kindly presented a quantity of 
rough-cut boards, which served as the background for the Wood­
working Tools Exhibit. Miss Florence G. Lurty, of Smyrna, 
presented a quantity of varied objects dating from the nine­
teenth century. Among her other gifts were a small brass 
powder horn; an iron husking peg and pruning knife which will 
form part of the Agricultural Exhibit; a pair of spectacles; 
two straight razors; an embroidered cigar case; two fans; 
several pieces of handmade linen neckwear; and a oead loom, 
with examples of bead lace made upon it.

A blacksmith’s leather bellows, an example of which the 
Museum was very desirous of obtaining to use as part of a 
blacksmith’s forge contemplated as a future exhibit, was pre­
sented by Mr. E. Stuart Outten, of Dover. Through the courtesy 
of Mr. James Humes, of Milford, additional blacksmith's tools 
and equipment, as well as the old shop sign, were contributed 
by Mr. Louis Chorman, who until recently operated a forge in 
Milford. An attractive and instructive knot board, prepared 
and contributed by the Plymouth Cordage Company of Plymouth, 
Mass,, and several running lights, a compass-in-Gimoals and 
other ship appurtenances from the Delaware-New Jersey Ferry 
Company, presented by the State Highway Department through 
Col. W. A. McWilliams, will greatly enhance the maritime
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Released by Public Archives Commission 
Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware

NEWS RELEASE

The boyhood home and later country estate of John 

Dickinson, «Penman of the Revolution", was formally accepted on 

Constitution Day, September 17, In a meeting arranged by the 

National Society, Sons of the American Revolution, Governor Elbert 

N, Carvel received a deed of gift from the historical Activities 

Committee of the National Society of Colonial Dames in the State 

of Delaware through its Chairman, Mrs. Charles L. Reese, Jr., and 

then transferred the title to Mrs. Henry Ridgely, President of the 

Public Archives Commission. Practically all of the patriotic, 

historical and preservation societies in the State participated in 

this formal presentation and the dinner meeting which followed 

when the principal address was given by the Honorable James M. 

Tunnell, Jr,, Justice of the State Supreme Court. At this same 

meeting, announcement was made of the formation of the Friends of 

the John Dickinson Mansion Society, Inc,, a group consisting of 

all donors and those interested in the restoration, maintenance 

and extension of public interest in the John Dickinson Mansion.
The sum of |25,000 raised by the Colonial Dames enables 

the State to purchase the property and make preliminary restoration. 

This work is going forward; and, when the Mansion has been restored 

and furnished as an historic house, it will be administered by the 

Delaware State Museum, a division of the Public Archives Commission.
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In the work of restoration and furnishing to be carried 

forward by the Public Archives Commission, it will be aided by an 

Advisory Committee comprising: Mrs. J. Iheeler Campbell; Mrs.

Lammot du Pont Copeland; Mr. H. F. du Pont; Mrs. J. Allen Frear, 
Jr.; Dr. John,A. Munroe; Mrs. C. L. Reese; and Mp. H. Rodney Sharp. 

Anyone having information from early photographs, sketches, diaries 

or personal recollections as well as furniture, fixtures or hard­
ware are requested to please communicate with Leon deValinger, Jr., 

Director, Delaware State Museum; 316 S. Governors Avenue; Dover, 

Delaware.
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Thy letter of the 13th was received yesterday evehing?anj5
it now becomes ray painful employment to refute the great mistakes v-T' vl

^ ■ ■■■ 
;

P'-:
of the person who was sent over to view the ruins. I understand,. \ ^

this to be his statement "that the House was only 40 feet by 22
a--!':., ,-■'
*■ iY..~Y'

w'; Y'S:-, a *.i 
Y/fe |;;' '^m

IP:-:;

V

V i'..

from east to west and very slightly built} that the joists of the^P^5i|;*SfY,ki;. ■ ' ' " " ■' K

first and 2° floors were only 8 by 3 inches} that the joists of
the Garret were 3 by 4 scantling, and no work done in the Garret} W*'V\-|

. . ,. • ,; ", ' k.
that the saall Rooms were not more than 10 feet square} that the 

Roof had never been shingled since the House was built} that the ■^' “ 7
window shutters and Doors were very slightly made} that many of the^^^7

-

■. ..

sash lights were stopped with wood in place of glass} and that all ||;;S's
“ ^ • : ■■'i.Ppil
the window sashes and shutters and Doors both inside and outside are '
scared,: maaay of which appear aS' if.they'were never .painted*"^ ,

I now proceed to Reality. The House is 45 feet and 1 ' 7. * -
'7:'; ■

Inch in length and 26 feet and 4 Inches in Depth, these dlraensionf **
; >#y were verified by the Depositions of .#• already transmitted by Me

7':P;:7Pj ■■'■■■

mw. ■:'%■

to the office and this week I have had the Measurement repeated in . 7
my presence, and I averr the sise to be what 1 have mentioned. The ”̂ 7.^
person who viewed for th® Company took a very hasty look as T 

thought at the Ruins, and |aade no measurements, "7>7*
AS|*iSo far was the House from being lightly built that I asl'*’"^

confident it was the strongest built private ^ House tn-the State* -'7
PvYi?7::|77 ■ , ' 7:7-^'.;’^:'^ ' ■

-■ ■ • > : -.vP":

A:
...........................................^ ^ V v\.“ ^ 4-:
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^ izichejs to the Tfatcr TablCj^ and then
' ?'/ a .34 inch,'nail■■ wascarried ::s,qusr«,^' but to the , , -J.;: .

, very top-,of the Peaks in- fi‘ont and back^-:which tha tiawer toolt ;

Sf.®'#.;',-notice of .and said, it «was nt»t usual,now/jtS 'carry ,up -walls so
thici:.": i; / , ','

,■ - ' -The same -regard:, tp ' itren|y’-ir||rldhserved:::;ih -constructlnrl' ^5^

the floors*;. The-'first f;ioQr, #a,s,^ double,:"-laid of ■ p,oplar-'.,.and oak aS , .

,ls'proved.'hy:'-'the^:I>eposi,tions. 'n..' p ,-fj*;. .?v :

ivty:.
As to the ohjectloH of the first and second floor Joists , ■ ,

being .only 3'.'by' 3-,-inches, ’ it is:,'.founded .'on. an erfor4^',,;fh« ^Jolsti^:i^-;■■;;,.:
.,„- ■ ■-.-■■ ,. .: ■ ,.-: - .■ ■ .• ■ ,. , -. ,.- ., ■

of .the first floor'are 8 by 4 nearly if not pulte, as-.appears,, by a_ ^ j'\|
■ piece..taken .out of" the .w^l*. -.But,.. If th,e-se'Joists had-been' oriiyv|-|||?|^^

S V '8 by 3, they' would.,.ha,ve ’ been more than sufficient for this Heason*
.-. . ,, " 

a:,-..,„, Jhe'se "Joists,."were Cflashed"from-the Bouth^ that is, from -the Front:'-
rf,-* of the- House"''ahd -from' the, Horth .that'.is,from,-,the- -Back''of,.'the,,Hou|t:S"fe&i^

%vs
?,"«■; ■ .s‘

ff.i 4

to & v&stly large vgirder,' that, stretched\with proper supporterr'|:|:,^?#^f;.v;i&i

Ktj ,
:;s? '*■”0:
-'ft-- ,-44,^.

the whole length of the House from last to West. The size of this 

girder Is ascertained by the open places in the Eastern and Western 

walls'..that''received-its ends'*" .Of "eourse. the'- JoiSt.s. of the.-': first-■'. „',;

'4
00

" floor .■„had-. only ' half ■ the .4ep,th. •p'f,:' the:, inside' of■ ^ the:-,:HQUse,, fte3Q>osed ,, Vf0y%
" ,4"/" - ,between 11„ snd'i2 feet to run to ''this girder, .On this:,.point further, ’ ;^| 

" ' '.observation is needless, ,' ,V..^/: ...ft4,'441

t/ ' ;As'-'to .the Joists'of'.the-second .■floor,."':-'i5.,'had''-their size '•

"4444.,' Ascertained ,*. by the holes into which they nm, and4sent the .....r-, v<i
information to the Office before the: receipt pf thy letter But . 4 ^

4..J-§4;
W-'

these Joists were found to be I04 inches by 3 or 4 inches, I forget ' t-i

..... ,.;...„. '., v:'4,„% ,4................. . -.i- ........................... .ft i. 0

f|-:. ftif-

:r
■44Sfi4 '■ •:’'4-- ■' , ^44

4 "44I'--|U,:f 4'-;.*':^T:;■ ft4t44':g,:,, , , ,..., •3%4- 0'v0.<0^
'■ ft*;;:;:'.:-.--:4.,-i:":..,::yftftftftaft:.!*!''ftk'#'
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With respect to; the"'(^rrej^, ,.tti0, statement laade•'.1^^-:;'|pP, WMma:-:,%ii!?:\.: '*/ '[

■;Goffipahy;'ifas''wnifonaly'erroneotis^ as-'in'^the, preceedlng. parts

sure the Comp[any do not] believe that in building a House where So 'B

many notes appear of attention to solidity, the ;J6ists of the 

Garret floor, that were to span upwards of 26 feet and the whole , ; 
breadth of the building were ”only 3 by 4 scantling,> Reason M
rejects the insinuation! And a particular examination proves its
contradiction to-fact, ; The Carpenters before mentioned have- 2'daytV||g^^^

V ago on a very exact observation of the Ruins discovered from the
"■ - , ■ " ' .

fi-' ■■

■distances between-'^^ the-remains of plastering in the-2d story and 

,, the remains of plastering in the Garret, that the: .joists-of .■ the

,^v,
-Is.

Garret were S inches deep# The breadth they could not deteriali:ieii|:|4v4-^^^
An account of their proceedii^ was also sent to David Evans, who ^^'*^'*'"4■ ■ " . r.f''

will lay it before the Company.

|S the assertion that »there was no work done in the Garret®^; vs 

is totally wrong, if the word ®Garrat® Includes all of the building 2-*'44^

mfy ' above the second story# The Peaks of the walls in the Front and
- - ■

l< - 4 ,-Back of the. House were so high as to afford, space for "two,-rooms ■,„-,
-■" ' ■- ; ' K-'''’

/ ^ above the 2d story, one a handsome square room without any slopd’:'
in its sides, and the other room a long narrow one, both of 4 ’
plastered, with three doors and windows* Above these two

,* ; ■'rooms was what might-, perhaps be.,more,;.properly be,: .called , the Garrat# “•

'these particulars I "beg leave to referv to the DepositioQs|-'4f%||^^p 

4'’ \ ‘ They are all perfectly well known,to my,Brother#
The Allegation, that ®“the small. Rooms were only-10 feet,

■■5

square^* Is contradicted directly by the De^oBitionSj,. end by the 4'

■. , .,' ■ t; -1...............i..., -■'■■■. X -...r-i
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actual size of the House, nftiich being upwards of 45 feet long, will, 

after allowing for the large parlour and large ChaaMr In the eastern 

part of the House, and for the Hall in the middle part, as set 
forth in the Depositions, leave ample space for the two snail.

■isV

parlours and the Chambers over them as mentioned in the Depositions, 
The suggestion that “the House has never been shingled'*- 

since it was built", is rash and unkind. A new and substantial 
Roof was put upon the idiole House in 1778, and it has been since

if not ^©ftener all p|finted over.
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