


CHAPTER FIVE

Financial Problems

MEANWHILE, back in Brandywine Hundred near Wil-
mington, some of the local residents, such as Dr. Abner
Prince, Valentine Forwood, James A. B. Smith, J. B. Lewis, and
others held a meeting in December 1835 at Talley’s Schoolhouse to
discuss plans for starting an Episcopal Church. The following
February they bought the schoolhouse from Eli B. Talley, in whose
family it had been for many years, and fitted it up for church ser-
vices. Four months later—June 11—it was consecrated as Grace
Church by Bishop Onderdonk. In 1838, the first delegate to a
Diocesan Convention was Isaac Smith.

Neighboring clergy in Pennsylvania, as well as the rectors of
St. Andrew’s Church, Wilmington, helped out here for several
years, but it was never really open for continuous services under any
rector until 1861 when the Reverend Dr. John B. Clemson and'the
Reverend Samuel F. Hotchkin of the Church of the Ascension,
Claymont, took it under their wing and built it up durir}g the 1860s."

The early church in Delaware had many financial problems.
The clergy were underpaid, if they were paid at all, and the various
parishes were always behind in their payments to the convention
fund. Repairs on church buildings and property were seldom com-
pleted without incurring a debt which weighed down the cong_rega;
tion for years to come. Clergy stipends, however, were the bigges
problem. 37
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