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Natchez, Mississippi on January 21, 1811. In honor to this outstanding
Delawarean, the town of Rodney, Mississippi bears his name.

It was men like Thomas Rodney who stood firm, at the risk of life
and fortune for a cause that has given to all of us the right to be a new
nation and to be free men.

OTHER EVENTS ASSOCIATED
WITH THE LIGHT INFANTRY
CO. OF DOVER

June, 1776 - “Black Munday’’. When local Royalists
approached Dover with an armed force, the Dover Light
Infantry under Thomas Rodney prepared to defend the
town, Two ministers kept the opposing sides from
engaging in battie, however, and Rodney subsequently
glorified the event with a poem and song, stating the
Royalists “fled like sea fowl from the shore.”

July 1778 - Burning of the King's Portrait. When the
news of the signing of the Declaration of Independence
reached Dover, the local celebration included a solemn
ceremony presided over by the Speaker of the
Assembly, aided by the Dover Light infantry. They
marched around The Green, and cast the portrait of
George Iil into the flames, saying "“Thus we destroy
even the shadow of that King who refused to reign over
a free people.”

Apyril, 1778 - Cheyney Clow Rebeliion. When Cheyney
Clow, a local Royalist, built a stockade and garrisoned it
with a force of armed men, the Dover Light infantry
marched from Dover to Hartley and skirmished with the
Royalists, then withdrew. Returning in force, the In-
fantry discovered the stockade hastily abandoned, and
the Royalists gone. Cheyney Clow was eventually
apprehended and, in a controversial case, hanged for
treason.




COMPANY MUSTER
THOUS RODMEY
SIMON W. WILLSON
JOWATHAN McAATT
GLORSE ROWAN

WiLLiP WHEEZE{S

1975

SIGAATURE

TN LARRY A DOVLE
FNSIGN  LARRY L. LAYTON 2:?

4%%%
SERGEANT. CHESTER W, LOVE g
. b S

SEPGEANT PETER KIRCH

CORPORAL  LESLIE LITTLE
CORPORAL JOHN W. RAUB

DRUMMER  CHARLES LAMB
FIFER THAD WEAVER

PRIVATE ~ ROBERT LOMAX SR.
PRIVATE ~ THOMAS D, WEJKEL,
PRIVATE JACK L. CHAMBERS
PRIVATE  EOWMRD W CLEUENGER
PRIVATE ~ MARK CHRISTENSEN
PRIVATE JOHN GERBERDING
PRIVATE  THOMAS £ Mo KMNEY
PRIVATE ~ ROBERT LOMAX JR.
FRIVATE 6. DANIEL BLAGCG
FRIVATE ~ STAMLEY FETRASCHUK

FPRIVATE ~ DONALD L. MESSICK
PRIVATE  JERROLD WOLLISON




ABOUT THE COMPANY— 1975-76

The idea to form a Revolutionary military unit was conceived as
early as September 1974. And while only a possible Bicentennial project
at that time, initial planning was readied for future implementation.

In December, 1974, a formal presentation was made to the Dover
Bicentennial Central Committee, which unanimously approved the
military reactivation as an official Dover project.

The first ’Call to Arms” went out to the people of Dover and Kent
County in January, 1975 calling for volunteers to join the Dover Light
infantry. The first meeting of the company was held cn February 11, 1975
at the Dover Army Reserve Center, where the major objectives of the
project were identified.

In March, those individuals who had given the project much
thought, and felt a deep desire to make it successful, signed the muster
roll just as the original soldiers of this unit once did. The recruits at the
muster were read the ““Instructions for Enlisting Men in Service of the
Delaware Government’’ {March 22, 1776) and the original company
mustering document (April 2, 1776). As was customary in the 1700's
each volunteer who signed was given a token payment in good faith, one
British Penny, representing the Kings Shilling probably used at that time
to seal the contract, making the transaction legal and binding.

The Dover Light Infantry Company, 1st Battalion of Kent County
was officially re-activated on April 20, 1975 by General Order signed by
His Honor, Mayor Crawford J. Carroll as an official City of Dover
Bicentennial Project.

We are endeavoring through this militia unit to portray a part of our
local heritage, demonstrate military life as it existed then, and serve the
towns and communities of Delaware and our neighboring States as the
Bicentennial representative from the Capital of the First State.

R

TO SCHEDULE
THE COMPANY

- Contact:

Dover Light Infantry Co.
Dover Bicentennial Committee
{ 408 S. State Street

Dover, Defaware 19901

ATTN: L. L. Layton, Chairman






They had suffered the rigors of a bitterly cold winter. They had main-
tained unusually good discipline. They earned the gratitude and thanks
of high ranking Continental officers. They were proud of their experience
and their service to the cause of freedom and independence.

CAPTAIN THOMAS RODNEY

(1744-1811)
Thomas Rodney was the LINE OF MARCH
youngest brother to the DOVER LIGHT INFANTRY
historically famous General from |4Dec 1776 fo 14 Jan {777

Caesar Rodney one of
Delaware's signers of the
Declaration of Independence.
Thomas Rodney was a prominent
political leader of his day and a
man with deep convictions for
the cause of American In-
dependence. He, like his brother
Caesar Rodney, was a leader,
and spokesman of the politics of
Kent County.

Thomas Rodney was born
near Dover on June 4, 1744, He
spent most of his youth and early
aduithood in the Kent County
area. Before the Revolution
Thomas Rodney held the offices
of Register and Judge of the
Probate of Wills and the Clerk of
the Orphans’ Court. Many times
he served as a member of the
General Assembly of the State
and was President of the
Committee of Inspection of his native county.

During the Revolution, he was elected as Captain commanding a
small militia unit from Dover identified as the Dover Light Infantry
Company, 1st Battalion of Kent County. He later became Colone! of the
Eighth Regiment of the Delaware militia. He saw active service with
Dover Light Infantry at the battles of Trenton and Princeton.

After the Revolution, Thomas Rodney served as judge of the
Admiralty Court and of the Court of Common Pleas of Delaware. In 1781,
he first became a delegate to the Continenta! Congress, a position which
he twice held. Later in 1803 he was appointed to the post of chief-justice
of the Mississippi Territory. He served in that capacity until his death at




The
Delaware Continentals

1776-1783

by
CHRISTOPHER L. WARD

The Historical Society of Delaware
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE
1941






























REVOLUTIONARY
DELAWARE
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REVOLUTIONARY DELAWARE

Dear Sur:

Yesterday morning I had orders from Lord Sterling to evacuate my post at
Amboy with the troops there—about five hundred men—and the remainder
of the stores, cattle, etc., and to join him about three miles off This I did
by sunrise, and then proceeded, with the main body, to Brunswick, where
we arrived about two o’clock the whole about nine thousand men, with a
good train. But this place is miserably dirty—Many of our men lay out
without even lents—most distressing to the campaign and future success of
recrutting Our men many of them sick, hardly a place to put their heads in.
Here are Generals Washington, Putnam, Mercer, Green, Stevens, and Beal
with therr brigades. General Washington has wanted the “flying camp”
lo stay two weeks, but such proposal will not do with any. I do not much
wonder at this, as no place many times to put their heads . We must do
better for the future, or give up our army. Was I in Philadelphia, and an
inhabitant, 1 should remain, in my opinion, secure this winter. Colonel
Bedford is here, very poorly, but I think mending; is pleurisy.

I am in haste, yours, etc., Samuel Patlerson.®

WHEN GEORGE WASHINGTON
CRroOSSED THE DELAWARE

When the terms of the Flying Camp expired in early December, George
Read Sr. bemoaned that the men “have left the General in whole brigades. ..
tho’ ever more wanted in the field.”* Enlistments were to run out at the end
of the year, and Colonel Haslet had ordered many of his officers to go back
to Delaware to begin the recruiting process once more.

The British advance from New York to the Delaware River had a chilling
effect on Patriots. Recognizing that his army was dispirited and fading,
Washington decided on a bold move to reinvigorate his men. He organized
a strike into New Jersey to surprise and capture the garrison of British-
held Trenton. The New Castle Militia had displayed some interest in going
to Trenton, but the men were unwilling to sign up for six weeks when no
provision for pay or other necessary supplies had been mentioned. Part of
Kent County’s militia stepped up to the task. Thomas Rodney’s journal
explained their decision:
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