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To FRANCIS M. WALKER, Esq., 
REGISTER OF WILLli 

for the County of New Castle in the Stntc of Delnwnre. 

In the Matter of the Administration of the ) 
Goods, Chattels, Rights and Credits of 

r JI(~~·······-:Petition 
·/ 

. . Deceased ·-~ 

The Petition of -~~ ..... t/.J..1 .... ' ... ... ~ v::7 

RELATIONSHIP 

and no other next of kin. 

RESIDENCE 

The said intestate was possessed of Goads Cbouels, 'lights and Credits to the value of$ .. ;·· "----,.~ .. = .. ~ .. -,, .. ,.,.. - ---.. 

and of ronl ost:;ite Cle,, iAcuAlbrunce) to the , ulue of$. . as 11en1 as can he acc:ertained situ• 

Therefore the snid 

for Letters of Administration -· f} _ _p ,,,-7.,,:9 ··· ...... upon the Goods 

Chattels, R;r~s nnd Crcdi~,·hich said / / ~ ,If('...~ u..,~-..,....,;,J-............ died possessed. 

Doted {£,)d-- 7 A. D. 19v/ 7' -·... .. .. -···· .. . ............. . 

ll>:: ::.:e::n~;e, } ••· ,~ 6.';~:::~ =:::~==~-_ 
named in the nhove npplicntion, bfi6g duly ~ .. .. . nccord~t.o low 

say that the matters nnd things set forth in the foregoing Petition nro true to the best of ~ -·-··· 

knowledge and belief. 

~~~;it~'} ·····-··················-························· .. ·····················-·········· 
R!"~~j~ ........... ·-·-.. ········--... _ _ ........... _ ... ., 

2481 



ESTATE OF 

............. a·········-······-··································· ·················-·-········· 

-! -~~"?iiv 
PETITION 

!'OR 

Letters of Administration 

FRANCIS M. WALKF.R, 

Register of Wills. 

Address ····································- ················-······-····················· 

248 5 



To Francis H. Walke14

, Esq., 

Res ist.er of Wills f0r Nev1 Castle Covnty. 

I, 1.fars aret t~'"nuck, the n0xt of kin of t1')3 late John H. 

Clayton, do hereb~r request tl~.1.at yo gr,'.l.nt Letter~o Administration, 
• h , . ,. t t '~l'L - ..,,Q 
O. J e n. lJ.;'IOn Ill8 88L•il ,3 lJ.TI O ~ /o)" 

hereby waiving any risht whi ch I may nave to r eceive a gr ant of such 

Lett ers. 

24 8 5 





_ 1 t;L t ' ._ 
·:,ti!_ }11 • tr°! 

~ ~ 









.. 















r 

.. 





To FRANCIS M. WALKER, Esq., 
REGISTER OF WILLli 

for the County of New Castle in the Stntc of Delnwnre. 

In the Matter of the Administration of the ) 
Goods, Chattels, Rights and Credits of 

r JI(~~·······-:Petition 
·/ 

. . Deceased ·-~ 

The Petition of -~~ ..... t/.J..1 .... ' ... ... ~ v::7 

RELATIONSHIP 

and no other next of kin. 

RESIDENCE 

The said intestate was possessed of Goads Cbouels, 'lights and Credits to the value of$ .. ;·· "----,.~ .. = .. ~ .. -,, .. ,.,.. - ---.. 

and of ronl ost:;ite Cle,, iAcuAlbrunce) to the , ulue of$. . as 11en1 as can he acc:ertained situ• 

Therefore the snid 

for Letters of Administration -· f} _ _p ,,,-7.,,:9 ··· ...... upon the Goods 

Chattels, R;r~s nnd Crcdi~,·hich said / / ~ ,If('...~ u..,~-..,....,;,J-............ died possessed. 

Doted {£,)d-- 7 A. D. 19v/ 7' -·... .. .. -···· .. . ............. . 

ll>:: ::.:e::n~;e, } ••· ,~ 6.';~:::~ =:::~==~-_ 
named in the nhove npplicntion, bfi6g duly ~ .. .. . nccord~t.o low 

say that the matters nnd things set forth in the foregoing Petition nro true to the best of ~ -·-··· 

knowledge and belief. 

~~~;it~'} ·····-··················-························· .. ·····················-·········· 
R!"~~j~ ........... ·-·-.. ········--... _ _ ........... _ ... ., 

2481 



ESTATE OF 

............. a·········-······-··································· ·················-·-········· 

-! -~~"?iiv 
PETITION 

!'OR 

Letters of Administration 

FRANCIS M. WALKF.R, 

Register of Wills. 

Address ····································- ················-······-····················· 

248 5 



To Francis H. Walke14

, Esq., 

Res ist.er of Wills f0r Nev1 Castle Covnty. 

I, 1.fars aret t~'"nuck, the n0xt of kin of t1')3 late John H. 

Clayton, do hereb~r request tl~.1.at yo gr,'.l.nt Letter~o Administration, 
• h , . ,. t t '~l'L - ..,,Q 
O. J e n. lJ.;'IOn Ill8 88L•il ,3 lJ.TI O ~ /o)" 

hereby waiving any risht whi ch I may nave to r eceive a gr ant of such 

Lett ers. 

24 8 5 



t 

PAPERS OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF DELAWARE. 

XVII. 

THE 

COLONIAL AND _STATE JUDICIARY 

OF DELAWARE. 

BY 

HON. IGNATIUS C. GRUBB, 
ASSOCIATE J-UDGB, MEMBBR OF THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OP DELAWARE, E'l'C. , 

Read before the Historical Society of Delaware, December !ZL 
and aa, 2896. 

THE HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF DELAWARE, 
WILMINQTON. 

1897. 



. OF DELA WARE. 

d in error, and in 
L below has been 

:d upon the bench, 
:rvices of a very 

· whom have filled 

d State. 

:ate, excepting the 

:ry chancellor, has 

1 very few of the 

t date all of them 

uch. 

te Delaware judi

nents: 

rnE COUNTIES 

"MENT. 

Appointed. 

cember 5, 1707. 

ril l l, 1710. 

rch 10, 1714. 

gust 1, 1717. 

r 25, 1720. 

ril 20, 1727 . 

. I. 

3. 

ober 26, 1745. 
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CHIEF JUSTICES OF THE SUPREME COURT UNDER 

CONSTITUTION OF I 792. 

George Read . 

Kensey Johns, Sr. . . . 

Samuel M. Harrington . 

Appointed. 

September 30, 1793. 

January 3, 1799. 

October 16, 1830. 

CHIEF JUSTICES OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 

UNDER CONSTITUTION OF I 792. 

Richard Bassett . 

James Booth, Sr. 

Thomas Clayto_n 

Appointed, 

September 6, 1793. 

January 28, 1799. 

February 8, 1828. 

CHIEF JUSTICES . OF DELAWARE UNDER CONSTITU

TION OF 183 I. 

Thomas Clayton . . 

John M. Clayton . 

Richard H. Bayard 

James Booth, Jr. 

Samuel M. Harrington • 

Edward W. Gilpin 

Joseph P. Comegys 

Alfred P. Robinson 

Charles B. Lore . . 

Appointed, 

January 18, 1832. 

January 16, 1837. 

September 19, 1839. 

March 12, 1841, 

April 3, 1855. 

May 6, 1857. 

May 18, 1876, 

January 26, 1893. 

March 21, 1893. 

ASSOCIATE JUDGES OF DELAWARE UNDER CONSTITU

TION OF 1831. 

James R. Black .• 

Samuel M. Harrington . 

Peter Robinson • 

Caleb S. Layton 

John J. Milligan 

David Hazzard . 

3 

Appointed, 

January 18, 1832. 

January 18, 1832, 

January 18, 1832. 

June 3, 1836. 

September 19, 1839. 

December 10, 1844. 
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Chief Justice Clayton's endowments were of the solid and 

not the showy sort. He was thoroughly versed in the 

principles of the law, and grasped the vital points of a case 

with surprising quickness and vigor. His words were few, 

but masterly in force and point. 

He ranks pre-eminent among those who have filled the 

office of chief justice, and has left to survive him a judicial 

reputation which has hardly been equalled, and never sur

passed, by any incumbent of the Delaware bench. 

HoN. JoHN M. CLAYTON was the son of James Clayton, 

and nephew of Dr. Joshua Clayton .who was Delaware's 

Chief Executive under the Constitutions of 1776 and 1792. 

He was born in Sussex County, Delaware, in 1796, grad

uated from Yale with the highest honors, a law student 

under his cousin, Chief Justice Thomas Clayton, and at 

the Litchfield, Connecticut, Law School; admitted to the 

Delaware bar in 1819, and Secretary of State from 1826 to 

1828. 

In the Jackson-Adams contest of 1828 he led the Adams 

party in Delaware to victory and was rewarded by election 

to the United States Senate, and entered that body at the 

early age of thirty-two. Even among such renowned col

leagues as Webster, Clay, Benton, and Calhoun he immedi

ately took a leading part, and soon rose to commanding 
I 

prominence as a national leader. 

He was re-elected to the Senate in 1835, and further 

elected thereto in 1845, and again in 1853. 

After General Taylor's election as President, in l 848, Mr. 

Clayton became United States Secretary of State, and during 
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his term negotiated the celebrated Clayton-Bulwer treaty 

with Great Britain. 

During his national career he was pre-eminent among 

those who participated in all the great public measures of 

that period. 

In 1837, desiring to retire from political life, he resigned 

from the Senate, and Chief Justice Thomas Clayton suc

ceeded him. Thereupon he was induced to accept the 

vacant Chief J usticeship of the State, which position he 

held during three years only. 

Within the limits of a mere sketch no adequate idea of 

Mr. Clayton can be given. · 

No man in Delaware, excepting, possibly,James A. Bayard, 

Sr., had ever before possessed such a combination of great 

intellectual powers, and had such a remarkable career as 

John M. Clayton. 

Nature and education together had produced a very ex

traordinary person, a versatile and masterful mind combined 

with an irresistible personality. 

As advocate, orator, and political leader he was equalled by 

_none in Delaware, and by few elsewhere. He had the power 

of logic with the skill of the rhetorician. And such was his 

legal ability and reputation that in a very few years after he 

entered the Senate he was made Chairman of the Judiciary 

Committee, the highest honor, at that day, of the body. 

His course upon the bench, though short, was sufficient 

to exhibit him as a thoroughly-equipped lawyer and jurist. 

From his judgments there was never a writ of error. 

He retired from the bench, and subsequently re-entered 

the Senate, of which he died a member in November, 1856. 
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THE GREEN Southwest Side 

JOHN MIDDLETON CLAYTON (1790 - 1856) 

John M. Clayton is associated with several houses on 
The Green. However, it was at the FISHER/COMEGYS/TERRY 
House that he died and in the yard behind that house there 
is a yew tree that was a gift to him from the British 
Ambassador, Sir Henry Bulwer. As Secretary of State for 
the United States Clayton negotiated a treaty with Great 
Britain concerning the construction of a canal (NO'l' the 
Panama Canal) in Central America. It was called the 
Clayton-Bulwer Treaty. 

In Statuary Hall in the Rotunda of the Capitol in 
Washington, D. C., there are statues of Caesar Rodney 
and John M. Clayton. (See SOUTH STATE STREET - Christ 
Church.) At the presentation ceremony in 1934 Congressman 
Robert G. Houston made the address in honor of John M. 
Clayton and gave the following description of his appear
ance. "Physically he was described as a remarkably hand
some man, 6 feet l½ inches tall, well proportioned, 
impressive in appearance, a splendid head, a benign coun
tenance which bespoke the greatness of his soul, as his 
portraits reveal." · 
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THE GREEN Southwest Side 

CLAYTON BIOGRAPHY 

John Middleton Clayton was born on November 24, 1796 in Dagsboro, Delaware, 
the son of James Clayton and Sarah Middleton. John was the second of seven 
children. 

Young John began school in Berlin, Maryland, but ran away and walked to 
Milford, Delaware where his parents had since moved. While in Milford, 
they resided in the Parson Thorne Mansion. He was next sent to a boarding 
school in Lewes, Delaware, but later returned to Milford in order to 
complete his education. At the age of fifteen, he entered Yale College 
graduating, in 1815, with the highest honors in his class. He returned to 
Delaware and entered the law office of his cousin, Thomas Clayton, for two 
years and then spent a year at the law school in Litchfield, Connecticut. 
Upon leaving there, Clayton was admitted to the bar at Georgetown during 
the October term of the Court of Common Pleas in 1819. 

John Clayton rapidly became a successful and well known lawyer throughout 
the State. He had been elected Clerk of the House of Representatives 
during the 1816 through 1819 sessions, and of the Senate in 1820. Clayton 
was then appointed Auditor of Accounts by the Legislature for two years. 

When his father died in 1820, Clayton assumed the responsibility of pro
viding for his mother, two sisters and a brother. By 1822 he had acquired 
enough to provide for his family, and marry Sally Ann Fisher. She was the 
daughter of Dr. James Fisher, who was a distinguished physician in Camden, 
Delaware. 

After the wedding, John and Sally Ann resided in her house in Camden, and a 
few months later moved into Henry M. Ridgely's house on the Green in 
Dover. "In this Dover residence were oorn unto them two sons; (James 
Fisher on July 11, 1823, and Charles McClymont on February 3, 1825) and 
there occurred that fatal calamity, the shadow of which never passed from 
his life, nor was its presence ever entirely unfelt. 1 His love for his wife 
was the greatest passion that ever influenced him." Only a few days 
after the birth of their second son, Sally Ann died. 

This great loss truely effected the ' remainder of John Clayton's life. Even 
after twenty years, he wrote to his good friend Joseph Comegys, "I am still 
very unwell and most accountably depressed in spirits and melancholy. I 
have lately dreamed again of seeing my wife ••• time will not do its office. 
Righteous years are but a day ••• I am unfit to go to Kent or anywhere else. 2 
I often feel when I think of my wife that I wish I could lay down and die." 

Work became his only solace, and he totally devoted the remainder of his 
life to it. "In the interval between the Presidential election of 1824 and 
that of 1828, Clayton filled the office of Secretary of State, first under 
Samuel Paynter, who was Governor in 1824, and afterwards under Charles 
Polk, elected in 1827." 3 It was during Samuel Paynter's term as Governor 
that John Clayton was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from 
Delaware. 

I • 
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CLAYTON BIOGRAPHY 

At the beginning of Andrew Jackson's Presidential term (1830), Clayton was 
elected a U.S. Senator for six years. During this period, he was involved 
in many important decisions, from corruption in the Post Office department 
to proper disposition of public lands to the Compromise of 1833 which saved 
the Union of the States. It was also during this time that John Clayton 
and Henry Clay became fast friends. 

In 1834, John Clayton intended to terminate his Senatorial career, but was 
persuaded to continue for two more years. In the fall of 1836, he resigned 
the remainder of his term intending to return to his law practice, but was 
appointed as Delaware's Chief Justice of the Superior Court. Even though 
Clayton had retired from the bench, he occasionally took part in important 
legal cases, such as the Delaware vs. New Jersey controversy over Pea 
Patch Island. 

In August 1839, Clayton resigned as Chief Justice, "and entered with great 
spirit into the political canvass in support of the candidates of his party 
- Harrison and Tyler." 4 

John Clayton was named as a candidate for Vice President under Henry Clay 
during the 1844 Convention, but he declined the nomination much to the 
regret of many of his friends. The "Delaware State Journal" notes on 
February 12, 1844, that "no man stands higher in our affections and esteem 
than our own distinguished fellow citizen, John M. Clayton." 

The following year Clayton was again elected to the United States Senate by 
a unanimous vote of all the Whig members. During this time, he worked on 
such important questions as the French Spoliation Bill, the Oregon 
Question, and the Mexican War. 

During the Spring of 1842, Clayton had moved from Dover to New Castle where 
he occupied the Read House. He lived there until 1845, "when he removed to 
his new home on the State road below Hare's Corner, where he ever after
wards continued to reside. He had purchased the farm a year before, and 
built upon it a new and commodious house, with outbuildings of ample size. 
The Mexican War soon after occuring, and the brilliant success of Taylor 
having filled him with admiration, he called his home Buena Vista, in honor 
of one of his hero's great victories beyond the Rio Grande. The land of 
Buena Vista was extremely reduced; but having bought, built upon, and 
removed to it, with a determination to become an agriculturist, he gave his 
thoughts and energies to that employment. When he took it in hand it was 
literally worn out from exhaustive tillage and neglect of the means of 
resuscitation, but he at once set to work to renew its wasted vigor, and 
soon created for himself the distinction of having accomlished more in any 
way of restoring the vitality of exhausted land, than any one before him.5 
In fact the place soon came to be one of the very finest in the State." 

The "Delaware State Journal," March 21, 1845 notes that the "Honorable John 
M. Clayton arrived in this city (Wilmington) from Washington on Wednesday. 
He departed immediately for his residence in New Castle." The above men
tioned Wednesday was March the 19th, which is exactly one week before John 
Clayton purchases the Buena Vista property from Abraham Shannon, the deed 
dated March 26, 1845. 

51 



52 CLAYTON BIOGRAPHY 

It is also interesting to note that in a letter from John Clayton to 
Timothy Childs, dated November 23, 1846, he writes, "In my retirement on a 
farm during the recess of Congress, letters directed to me by mail do not 

' . h h d · · " 6 arrive wit muc expe 1t1on .••• 

In 1849, he was asked by President Zachary Taylor to serve as U.S. 
Secretary of State. Clayton served in this capacity for one year. Only a 
month before President Taylor died in 1850, Clayton sought to retire from 
public life once more. He writes to Zachary Taylor, "During the last six
teeen months, I have been able to devote not a single day to my own private 
affairs, the dearrangement of which resulting from this neglect, now abso
lutely requires my attention. This is the reason for my resignation; and I 
state it, because I do not wish to leave room for any possible inferrence 
that I am dissatisfied with the measures of your administration." 7 The 
newspapers were full of the reports of John Clayton's resignation, and 
glowing reports of his past career. 

He retired to Buena Vista, only to once again be re-elected to the Senate 
in 1851, where he defended the Clayton- Bulwer Treaty which he had helped 
negotiate while Secretary of State. 

Frustration with his public life probably grew after the devastating loss 
of both sons. In 1849, Charles Clayton, his youngest son, died overseas, 
and in 1851, his son James died after a brief illness. John Clayton had 
always been close to his nephew, James Clayton Douglass, who was a Purser 
in the United States Navy. James had married Ellen Sinclair in 1849, and 
in 1853, Clayton offered the Buena Vista farm to James and his family. 
Clayton noted that, "I feel some apprehension that he (James) may decline 
farming ••• I shall offer him every inducement to stay him for the rest of 
his life." 8 On February 12, 1853, James Douglass signs the deed 
purchasing Buena Vista. A month later, Ellen writes to her sister from 
Buena Vista, "Of course you have heard, Mr. Douglass bought this place of 
his Uncle, and has resigned his cormnission in the Navy." 9 

The New Castle church records show that in "May, 1853, Constance Margaret, 
born March 20, 1852, daughter of James and Ellen Douglass, was baptised at 
Buena Vista, the seat of the Honorable John M. Clayton who was the 
sponsor." lO There is a similar entry for April 26, 1854 for Clayton 
Douglass, son of James and Ellen. Then barely seven months later, tragedy 
struck this family. Ellen Douglass dies, leaving James with two small 
children. He writes to his mother-in-law of his great sorrow and notes, 
"We had come here to make a home for ourselves and our children, and that 
we might live together ••• nll 

During the years 1854 and 1855, John Clayton sends as much correspondence 
written from Buena Vista as · he does from Washington, D.C. He even writes 
from Buena Vista to James Douglass in order -to keep him informed on the 
current planting during Douglass' absence. James Douglass may have been 
visiting his children who frequently stayed with his mother-in-law in 
Philadelphia. Douglass' Aunt, Miss Johnson, became a governess to Margaret 
and Clayton Douglass during this time. 
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John Clayton kept up this lively correspondence with numerous people, his 
topics usually concerning Buena Vista farming or current politics. He even 
manages to write of himself " •.. I am a modest man; though I know you always 
tell me that my modesty has not got about much. I am an industrious man -
at least I am not a lazy one ('though by your smiling you seem to say so') 
- for I go to bed at 12 and rise at eight, and any man who gets up before 
that hour will (according to an old friend of mine in whose opinions I have 
great confidence) take the advantage." 12 

Unfortunately, John Clayton's health was rapidly failing. He writes to 
Charles I. duPont in 1854 concerning "The attack of a painful nature in the 
breast ••• I am out of health and very solitary of course. You will always 
find me alone ••• " 13 Then on November 9, 1856, while at the home of his 
nephew Joseph P. Comegys in Dover, John M. Clayton died. His loss was 
greatly mourned by the State of Delaware, who is "bereft of her brightest 
orator, her most eminent citizen, her truest counsellor, her unwavering 
friend." 14 "-His motto being, that a public man should be as Caesar's 
wife, not only pure, but above suspicion." 15 

After his Uncle's death, James Douglass continued to farm Buena Vista and 
raise his children. He writes, in 1863, to Admiral Samuel - DuPont con
cerning " ••• illness of both my children with hooping cough ••• compelled, 
through difficulties in my situation in housekeeping, in the obtaining of 
servents during the winter months for a place so distant in the country, I 
am about to close my house and remain in Wilmington, or Philadelphia for 
that period with my children at school." 16 

Then, at the age of eighteen (in 1872), James' son Clayton dies from 
typhoid fever. Douglass and his daughter "Maggie" (Constance Margaret) are 
devastated by his death. Margaret remains by her father's side and in all 
probability assists him with running Buena Vista until his death three 
years later in January, 1875. 

At the age of twenty three, Margaret inherited Buena Vista from her father 
who died intestate. It was nine years later that she married Francis Nixon 
Buck on January 16, 1884. The "New York Tribune" carries the following 
account, "I have received a description from a lady in Delaware of the 
recent wedding at Mr. Clayton's old home near Newcastle as follows: 'The 
wedding of Miss Constance Margaret Douglass, who lives at Buena Vista, the 
homestead of John M. Clayton, which she inherited from her father ••• We 
drove through a long avenue of trees to the large old fashioned house, and 
on entering found the beauty of the scene quite dazzling ••• The hall was 
brilliantly lighted ••• the old family silver arranged at the extreme end on 
a large table from which refreshments were served. Hundreds of wax candles 
lighted the spacious rooms and were reflected in the polished floors, and 
flowers were everywhere ••• Four little girls representing the Seasons acted 
as bridesmaids ••• as to the supper, it was magnificent - a real baronial 
profusion with true elegance combined.'" 17 

I 
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Margaret and Francis Buck had four children; Ellen Sinclair, Francis 
Douglass, Walter, and Clayton Douglass. In 1897, Margaret Buck 
had a deed written between her husband and herself, and Harriet Clayton 
Comegys (great niece of John M. Clayton). It noted that " ••• Francis N. 
Buck is indebted to Margaret D. Buck his wife in divers large sums of 
money. And whereas it is desired to secure the premises herein after 
described to herself and her children." 18 Harriet Comegys is named 
Trustee of Buena Vista to administer the property for Margaret and her 
children. 

In 1914, Harriet Comegys (acting for Margaret and Francis) sold Buena Vista 
to T. Coleman duPont for $35,000. T. Coleman duPont and his wife Alice 
had a daughter named Alice Hounsfield, who was born December 15, 1891. She 
married Paul Wilson on October 29, 1912, but he died four years later on 
October 13, 1916. Then on May 5, 1921, Alice married Clayton Douglass 
Buck. It is interesting that Margaret Douglass Buck's will, dated November 
7, 1924, noted that she and her husband were residing in the town of New 
Castle, and Clayton Douglass Buck was living at Buena Vista. 19 

T. Coleman duPont willed Buena Vista to his daughter, Alice Hounsfield in 
1930. 20 Thirty five years later the estate was sold to the State of 
Delaware for the sum of one dollar by Governor Clayton Douglass Buck. 
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gets a ·new- chapter 

By CELIA COHEN 
. Staff reporter 

Buena Vista is the jewel in the 
array of historical properties 
owned by the state. 

The conference center, on the 
west side of U.S. 13 about a mile 
south of the U.S. 40 split, shows 
off the best of Delaware's history 
and culture. 

It is a functioning property. Its 
stately rooms and spacious 
groun·ds host 10,000 visitors a 
year for conferences, retreats and 
elegant state dinners where the 
governor presides in black . tie. 

"It's a high profile site. It's kind 
of the showpiece," said James A. 
Stewart, the administrator for 
Delaware State Museums, the of
fice within the Department of 
State responsible for historic 
buildings. 

Preserving Buena Vista has 
been nothing short of a public 
trust for Delaware's secretaries of 
state. Its integrity was a key issue 
in whether Southern Ventures As
sociates Inc., an FBI front, should 
be allowed to build an office com

. plex on a 40-acre farm immedi
ately soutJ+ of the center. 

Buena Vista, situated a few 
miles southwest of New Castle, is 
one of 27 historical properties 
managed by the state from Fen
wick Island to Claymont. It is eas
ily identified by a long line of 
trees leading to the house. 

The name is Spanish for "good . " . view. 
The property came into the 

state's possession in 1965, when 
the house and 52 acres were pur
chased for $1 from C. Douglass 
Buck, who wished to see his 
homestead preserved. Buck was a 
distinguished · Delawarean who 
served as governor from 1929 to 
1937 and as a U.S. senator from 
1943 to 1949. 

The history of the house is in
cluded in "Historic Houses and 
Buildings of Delaware," written 
in 1962 by Harold Donaldson 
Eberlein and Cortlandt V.D. 
Hubbard. 

The residence was built in 1846 
and 1847 for John Middleton 
Clayton, Buck's great-uncle and 
the U.S. secretary of state under 
Zachary Taylor. It was named 
Buena Vista for the Battle of 
Buena Vista, fought by Taylor in 
the Mexican War. 

The News Journal/CHUCK McGOWEN 
Buena Vista: a historic property now used as a conference center by the state. t 

"Quite apart from that connec
tion," the authors said, "the name 
is appropriate. Standing on a rise 
a few miles southwest of New 
Castle, the house overlooks a 

. broad expanse of farmland 
stretching away towards the Dela-

On All 

ware River. It has truly a Good 
View to look upon." · . 

The state currently controls 
about 190 acres surrounding the 
house. The property is listed on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places. 
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JOHN M, CL.AY1'0N 

1796 1856 

This brilliant lawyer unu n.oted str~ tesm.an Wh!S 

born at Dagsboro, Delaware, July 24 , 1796. After graduation 

fro::i Y.:.l f: l' ~: t· ttencteu the Litchfield Law School and then began 

prw.•Jt1.cin.g tis profession in Dover, Delaware. Ente:tin,; politics 

he r-Joon achieved 1."'en.own for hi~ ability. Among the publ ic 

positions "1e held were : &t&te Audi tor 1820-1324; Secr~tary 

16~?.3,; Unit~::d Stat es ben.:tor .i.829- 1836, 1845-.1.849, 185.3-1856; 

Chief Justice ,::,.f Del::1.w · re lBJ?-1839 ; 6ecretnry ()f State 

under- President Taylor 1849-1$50 . He 1s best known for his 

i n negotiu tin g the Clc.y ton-Bulvv-el"' rre£.ty a.nct he should 

also b~ remembered for his great r~f'crms i n our pos tal system. 

'While a :nember or the United Stutes Sor1c:~te h~ became ill and 

died November 6, 1856 at his home in Dover, Delawure 



JOHN M. C:UYIDN 

11196 • 1858 

John Middleton Clayton, declared by somo historians to be 

the greatest etatestnan l)roduced by Delaware, was born at Da.gsborougll , 
J "t I 

Sussex County , Nffl!!"M"""'r 24 , 1'196. He • like his unole,, Oovernor .roshue. 

Clayton, was a deeoendant ot the Joshua Clayton Who ca.me to this 

country with ~m. Penn , in 1682 and ettled 1n Dela.war . H1 inrents 
,--

. ere .rames Clayton and Sarah (Middl$ton) Cla.yton. After a l)raparatory 

course in school at Lewes , he entered Yale Un1vers1 ty from mere he 

graduated With high honors• in 1815, studied la under his eousin, 

Chief Justice Thoms Clayton and was admitted -to the Delaware bar in 

1819. From 1828 to 1828 he was Seo~et cy o~ State under Governors 

Pe.yntel" e.nd Polk . 

In the Jackson•Adps oontost of 1828 he · led the Adams :xnrty 

in Dela.ware to victory , and wns rewarded by eleot1on to the United 

States senate. He as later r -e• ele-cted to the Senate three more times , 

in 1835 • 1845 and 1853. Upon General Taylor•e election as President • 

1.n 1848 , he chose senator Clayton as his Secretary of State. Desiring 

to retire fro politioal life• he resigned :rrom the senate 1 in 1837, 

but his friends inducod hilll to accept the Office of Chief Justice or 

D&lawe.re , in hich poei t1on he served three years . 

John M. Clayton was one or those fortunate men gifted v11th 

the ability to do many t , 1ngs remarkably well . He early earned a 

great reputation as a brilliant lawyer . en but thirty three years 

or age, he took h1e pla.oe 1n the na ti¢ne.1 Senate among the intellectual 

and oratorical giants of the. t day (Olay. Webster, Douc;la.ss, Calhoun, 

Cass , ete , ) and by bis force and ability soon connnarded their r -eopect 

and apprecia t1 on. His appointment as Chairman of the Judie iary Committee 
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(a pos1tion which he held thra1ghout hie senatorial service) was 

ample proof ot that. ,The Whole nation owes him ~.ratitude for the 

het-oie, single handed tight he waged & won (despite the bitter 

opposition of President J'ackson. h1 JHU'ty and the press) when in 

1831,. he toroed a senatorial investigation or the e.dm1n1st.rat ion 

.r,f the· Post Off'ioe Department and put an en<t to the evils and 

m1suse of powel' in that department. Whieh bad ex:t.stacf s.inoe its 

beginning, Bis demands & proposals to correct the situation and 

1>revent t.ts reeurrE311ce ere approved by congress run to this day the 

Poet Ottice· De:rartment is ' admin1s tered accordingly. Time and ag ' in 

he stood upon the floor of the Senate and warned th.at body and the 

Ja.okson a.dnunietrat1<m Of the hard times that threatened to sweep tht') 

Nation unless the :r,rev-e.Uing oUl"renoy policy was changed . They heeded 

not hie arning and the awtul fine.nctal panic ot 1837 r sulted. 

The .n10$t important event in President Taylor's administration 

was the Treaty with England, k;,_own as the Clayton ard Bulwer Treaty. 

John M, Clayton as Taylorts secretary of stat . drew up and negoti1lted .. 

this treaty 1th Lord Bulwer• E'ngle.nds famaus d1pl.omatio expert, as 

her representative., Clayton gained all he desU'ed tor the United States 

and made practically no ooncess1,ons., This treaty averted the war into 

Which the two nat;ton.s seemed about to plunge and pledged BJ;fitain to 

cease h~r ae:t~ure of Central Ulertoa:n terr1tory• ln m 1ch eh ha". been 

engaged on one pretext or another far nearly t1f ty yoars . 



H1a la.at te.rrn in tho national Senate e.s me.de necessary 

by the b1tter1 unJuat misrepre_senting attacks on the treaty and 

on hitn. $& 1ta nll.ker• by ht.s parties pol1t1cal opJ;>onents, for 

oampaign purposes. He own frorn ' retirement a.gainat hi$ 1ncl:tnat1on 

and trom tbe floor of th · senate · nnde a aeries of brUliant speeches 

which proved the utte falst ty ot the <!barges against him. In the 

wlnt.&1:" ot 18561 he delivered his last defense ·of b1s actions and 

motives arid tne-n returning to the s1ek: bed ~h1eh he bad left., remained 

tll.ere untU he pl)ased a my in the sru:ne yea 

Praise and eulog, in bountifUl mensuro, as iven him after 

his death• and many or his former opponents joined th cnorus•but 

unf'ortunately, to th1s day many unintorme people beliov the false .. 

hoods 1h1ch received such wide etrcula tion while be was a.live. 

I 
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John M. Clayton 
1796-1856 

By John M. Dawson 
Director of Libraries 

When the new Continuing Education Building was 
erected on the North Campus, it was given the name of 
John M. Clayton. Most Delawareans are aware that 
there is a Clayton, Delaware, and that Clayton was a 
Delaware statesman. But many questions about his life 
have arisen since the building was dedicated in 1972. 
This brief biography is an attempt to answer some of 
those questions. 

* * 

J OHN Middleton Clayton, a descendant of the Quaker, 
Joshua Clayton, who came to America with William 

Penn, was born in Dagsboro in Sussex County on July 
24, 1796, but as an infant was removed to Milford where 
his father, James, was a farmer, a miller, and a tanner. 
After attending academies in Berlin (Maryland), Lewes 
and Milford, he attended Yale University, graduating 
with highest honors in 1815. Following this he read law 
with his cousin, Thomas, before going to the Litchfield 
(Connecticut) Law School for two years. He was 
admitted to the bar in Georgetown in 1819 and began 
to practice law in Dover. 

Interested in politics, he became a member of the 
Legislature, Auditor of Accounts and, in 1826, Secretary 
of State, serving under governors Paynter and Polk until 
1828. As a Whig, he was active in the Adams-Jackson 
campaign of 1828 and for his efforts was elected as the 
youngest member of the United States Senate. He was 
a member of the Delaware constitutional convention of 
1831 (a function he was to repeat in 1852). In 1831 he 
began an investigation of the Post Office Department 
which resulted in the reform and reorganization of that 
department. ( Shades of 1973 - Eiden, the youngest 
Senator; duPont, investigating the Post Office! Plus ca 
change . . . ) . An able orator and politician, he was an 
influential member of the Senate to which he was re
elected in 1834. From this seat he resigned in 1836 for 
his family's sake and accepted the post of Chief Justice 
of Delaware which he held for three years. Then he 
became a scientific farmer of some renown in New Castle 
County until his reelection to the Senate in 1845, where 
he opposed entry into the Mexican War. He was a warm 
friend of Henry Clay until, deciding that Clay could not 
win, he supported Zachary Taylor for President. His re-

ward was the post of Secretary of State in Taylor's cab
inet, where his most noted accomplishment was the 
famous Clayton-Bulwer Treaty which provided for Brit
ish withdrawal from large areas of Central America and 
for the neutrali~tion of a proposed canal in that area. 
On Taylor's death Clayton resigned and turned again to 
farming, but returned to the Senate in 1852 to defend 
his treaty. His career ended with his death in Dover in 
November of 1856. 

Clayton appears to have been a man of great charm, 
described as "more than six feet tall and well-built, with 
good features dominated by large friendly grey eyes 
shaded by dark, bushy brows . . . In conversation he 
was brilliant; in manner, polished. He was unusually 
kind-hearted and unselfish, but was known at times to 
use questionable methods to gain political ends; and 
was somewhat wanting in tact and patience, as well as 
in firmness and stability of character." He was noted as 
an unusually accomplished lawyer, and "no writ of error 
was ever taken from any of the court's decisions during 
his time" as Chief Justice of Delaware. 

When New Ark College was chartered in 1833, John 
Clayton was one of its original trustees and in 1837, the 
year in which he was elected Chief Justice, he served 
as President of the Board. In 1836 Yale University con
ferred on its alumnus the honorary degree of Doctor of 
Laws, and in 1934 his statue, along with that of Caesar 
Rodney, was installed in Statuary Hall in the Capitol in 
Washington. 
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JOHN lVI. CLAYTON 

Jr~~ Kiddleton Clayton was the first son of James and Sarah Middleto~ 
Clayton and was born in Dagsborough on July 24, 1796. 

:r~ :-:. father is said to have been a very . intelligent man and his mother ; , ~ 
a rerrarka ble fluency of speech and grace of manner. John inherited a combiJ. 
atio~ of both parents fine qualities. 

His uncle was Dr. Joshua Clayton U.S. Senator and Governor of Delaware 
And his grandfather, a Quaker came over with William Fenn. 

Clayton graduated from Yale with the highest honors in his class. He 
studied Tiaw at Litchfield La,·1 School in Conn. and with his cousin Thomas 
c:_ay-con ~-n Delaware. 

Be passed the bar in 18.L9 and set up practice in Dover in the building 
Oi"l the sout:h east corner of Che Green (Sykes House). Scharf said "He was a:n 
intcresti~g and powerful speaker - possessed a sensitive nature and an aler~ 
and active mind - The most extraordinary lawyer in every way the state h&s 
p::.~ocuc:sd 11 , 

Hono R0bert G. Houston, congressman says ".Few equaled him and none 
exceeded him in his knowledge of the law.". He entered politics at the age cf 
20 as ,:l0~_,J: of the House. Then he be came clerk of the Senate and then 3e c:r-2-
tary o:f Si;a te, In 1828 he ,•1as elected by the Legislature to the United States 
Sen~ta. 1·e did not seek the office in fact he accepted rEluctantly. At the 
age of 33 he was the youngest member of the Senate. 

Ir1 1822 he married Sally Ann Fisher, daughter of Dr. James Fisher of 
1 Camden. That same year they moved to the dwelling and office of Henry M. 
\ _ Ridgely on the Dover Green. Ridgely had temporarily retired to the country, 

It vas here that his two sons were born and that his wife died in 1825 when 
his youngest son was only a few days old. 

~~ c~erished her memory with a romanitc devotion and never entirely 
:ecovered.from her death nnd never remarried. His grief was compounded in 
his later life by the death ~ of both sons. The youngest died in 1849 at age 
:2L1,. The eldGr in 18 51. 

0j_ ; , t,.m was reelected to the Senate in 18J5, resi :,ned in 1BJ6 to becorr:2 
Chief Ju~tice of Delaware in 1837. In 18J6 Yale conferred upon him the honor
:::i.:,..,~' 'ie~ree of Doctor of Laws, for several years He served on the Board of 
Tru~Leec of Delaware College now the University of Delaware. He rPsigned 
the office of Chief Justice in 1840 to work in the Whig Campaign for the 
election of Harrison and Tyler. 

Du : to his influence an extra session of the Legislature in 18J6 cause ~ T 

to be oa~sed the Act to incornorate the Delaware Railroad Co. for the nu~ c ~ ~ 
J; - • 

of c:orns tructing a railroad from }hiladelphia-Wilmington to the southern pa:.~-: 
of t~e St~to with a branch to Lewes. 

In 1842 Clayton moved from Dover to New Castle t8king the fine old r _~~ : c :: 
known as the Rbad House on w~ter Street. He lived there practising l2w ~ - ~ ~ 
1845. TheP moving to his new hoMe below Hares Corner. The brilliant su :: ~~ ~ -
of Gen2ral T2.ylor in the Mexican Jar filled him with admiration so he ' '2.'. 
his new home Buena Vista in his honor. 

L-1 lBL;, 5 he was elected a third time to the U. 0. Senate serving untL· ·• 1 c' 

when he was apnointed by President Taylor as Secretary of State. He seL·~ ~~ 
in this capacity until shortly ~fter Taylors death in 1850, 

H~s outstanding achievement in this office was the ne2otiation of ~}1e 

Clayton-Bulwer Treaty. This was a Treaty between the United s+~tes and Gr~at 
Britain by Clayton and Sir Henry Bulwer in consequence of the situation c~eatee 
by the project of an interoceanic c~nal in C0ntral America. ' 
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In 1853 he returned to the U.S. Senate for the fourth time. He was unable to complete the term however as his health was failing he moved to D ver to the home of his niece, the wife of Chief Justice Joseph F. Comegys. In this house located on the southwest corn'er of The Green and presently occupiee. by May Torry, he died on November 9, 185~. He was buried in the Presbyterian Church Yard in Dover. 
CertRinly, no man in Delaware ever had such a career ~s Jo~n M. Clayton and unquesti nably he achieved it for himself. Nature and educhtion combined had produced a very extraordinary person - one of unbounded influence as an orator over an audience, and of surpassing attractiveness socially, Then he had a tender, sympathetic heart, full of natural affection, and ready always to respond to appeals made to its charity. his death was a great public loss. In 1864 an act of Congress established NRtional 0t~tuary Hall inviting all states to present two statues to the U . . ,. Government. The Delaware . Statue Commission headed by former State Senaotr Wil~ur E.Jacobs chose Caesar Rodney and John M. Clayton to hold this National Honor. On Febraary 16, 1931 the co~ ission appeared before a joint session of the General Assembly with their recommendations which were approved. · ; On July 16, 1931 Mr. Bryant Baker a New York Sculptor was authorized to : do the statu~s. They were made of Italian marbel with bases of Vermont marble. The statues were pre~ented at a ceremony held in the kotunda of the U.S. Capitol in W?shington D.C. on Tuesday, June 26, 1934 at J P.M. witfu the Honorable Clayton Douglass Buck Governor of Delaware presiding. 

References: 
1. "Memoir of John M. Clayton" paper of the Historical Society of Del. by Joseph F. Come~ys. 
2."History of Delaware" Volume I by J. Thomas Scharf 
3. "Statues of Caes~1r Rodney and John M. Clayton pre _, ented in the Rotunda United Staes Capitol''. prepared by the Joint Coremittee on Painting 4. ~ncycl~paedia Britannica Volume 5. 



CLAYTON BIOGRAPHY 

John Middleton Clayton was born on November 24, 1796 in Dagsboro, Delaware, 
the son of James Clayton and Sarah Middleton. John was the second of seven 
children. 

Young John began school in Berlin, Maryland, but ran away and walked to 
Milford, Delaware where his parents had since moved. While in Milford, 
they resided in the Parson Thorne Mansion. He was next sent to a boarding 
school in Lewes, Delaware, but later returned to Milford in order to 
complete his education. At the age of fifteen, he entered Yale College 
graduating, in 1815, with the highest honors in his class. He returned to 
Delaware and entered the law office of his cousin, Thomas Clayton, for two 
years and then spent a year at the law school in Litchfield, Connecticut. 
Upon leaving there, Clayton was admitted to the bar at Georgetown during 
the October term of the Court of Common Pleas in 1819. 

John Clayton rapidly became a successful and well known lawyer throughout 
the State. He had been elected Clerk of the House of Representatives 
during the 1816 through 1819 sessions, and of the Senate in 1820. Clayton 
was then appointed Auditor of Accounts by the Legislature for two years. 

When his father died in 1820, Clayton assumed the responsibility of pro
viding for his mother, two ~isters and a brother. By 1822 he had acquired 
enough to provide for his family, and marry Sally Ann Fisher. She was the 
daughter of Dr. James Fisher, who was a distinguished physician in Camden, 
Delaware. 

After the wedding, John and Sally Ann resided in her house in Camden, and a 
few months later moved into Henry M. Ridgely's house on the Green in 
Dover. "In this Dover residence were born unto them two sons; (James 
Fisher on July 11, 1823, and Charles McClymont on February 3, 1825) and 
there occurred that fatal calamity, the shadow of which never passed from 
his life, nor was its presence ever entirely unfelt. 1 His love for his wife 
was the greatest passion that ever influenced him." Only a few days 
after the birth of their second son, Sally Ann died. 

This great loss truely effected the remainder of John Clayton's life.- Even 
after twenty years, he wrote to his good friend Joseph Comegys, "I am still 
very unwell and most accountably depressed in spirits and melancholy. I 
have lately dreamed again of seeing my wife ••• time will not do its office. 
Righteous years are but a day ••• I am unfit to go to Kent or anywhere else. 2 
I often feel when I think of my wife that I wish I could lay down and die." 

Work became his only solace, and he totally devotad the remainder of his 
life to it. "In the interval between the Presidential election of 1824 and 
that of 1828, Clayton filled the office of Secretary of State, first under 
Samuel Paynter, who was Governor in 1824, and afterwards under Charles "
Polk, elected in 1827." 3 It was during Samuel Paynter's term as Governor 
that John Clayton was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives from 
Delaware. 
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At the beginning of Andrew Jackson's Presidential term (1830); Clayton was 
elected a U.S. Senator for six years. During this period, he was involved 
in many important decisions, from corruption in the Post Office department 
to proper disposition of public lands to the Compromise of 1833 which saved 
the Union of the States. It was also during this time that John Clayton 
and Henry Clay became fast friends. 

In 1834, John Clayton intended to terminate his Senatorial career, but was 
persuaded to continue for two more years. In the fall of 1836, he resigned 
the remainder of his term intending to return to his law practice, but was 
appointed as Delaware's Chief Justice of the Superior Court. Even though 
Clayton had retired from the bench, he occasionally took part in important 
legal cases, such as the Delaware vs. New Jersey controversy over Pea 
Patch Island. 

In August 1839, Clayton resigned as Chief Justice, "and entered with great 
spirit into the political canvass in support of the candidates of his party 
- Harrison and Tyler." 4 

John Clayton was named as a candidate for Vice President under Henry Clay 
during the 1844 Convention, but he declined the nomination much to the 
regret of many of his friends. The "Delaware State Journal" notes on 
February 12, 1844, that "no man stands higher in our affections and esteem 
than our own distinguished fellow citizen, John M. Clayton." 

The following year Clayton was again elected to the United States Senate by 
a unanimous vote of all the Whig members. During this time, he worked on 
such important questions as the French Spoliation Bill, the Oregon 
Question, and the Mexican War. 

During the Spring of 1842, Clayton had moved from Dover to New Castle where 
he occupied the Read House. He lived there until 1845, "when he removed to 
his new home on the State road below Hare's Corner, where he ever after
wards continued to reside. He had purchased the farm a year before, and 
built upon it a new and commodious house, with outbuildings of ample size. 
The Mexican War soon after occuring, and the brilliant success of Taylor 
having filled him with admiration, he called his home Buena Vista, in honor 
of one of his hero's great victories beyond the Rio Grande. The land of 
Buena Vista was extremely reduced; but having bought, built upon, and 
removed to it, with a determination to become an agriculturist, he gave his 
thoughts and energies to that employment. When he took it in hand it was 
literally worn out from exhaustive tillage and neglect of the means of 
resuscitation, but he ~t once set to work to renew its wasted vigor, and 
soon created for himself the distinction of having accomlished more in any 
way of restoring the vitality of exhausted land, than any one before him.5 
In fact the place soon came to be one of the very finest in the State." 

The "Delaware State Journal," March 21, 1845 notes that the "Honorable John 
M. Clayton arrived in this city (Wilmington) from Washington on Wednesday. 
He departed immediately for his residence in New Castle." The above men
tioned Wednesday was March the 19th, which is exactly one week before John 
Clayton purchases the Buena Vista property from Abraham Shannon, the deed 
dated March 26, 1845. 
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It is also interesting to note that in a letter from John Clayton to 
Timothy Childs, dated November 23, 1846, he writes, "In my retirement on a 
farm during the recess of Congress, letters directed to me by mail do not 

· · h h d' · " 6 arrive wit muc expe 1t1on .... 

In 1849, he was asked by President Zachary Taylor to serve as U.S. 
Secretary of State. Clayton served in this capacity for one year. Only a 
month before President Taylor died in 1850, Clayton sought to retire from 
public life once more. He writes to Zachary Taylor, "During the last six
teeen months, I have been able to devote not a single day to my own private 
affairs, the dearrangement of which resulting from this neglect, now abso
lutely requires my attention. This is the reason for my resignation; and I 
state it, because I do not wish to leave room for any possible inferrence 
that I am dissatisfied with the measures of your administration." 7 The 
newspapers were full of the reports of John Clayton's resignation, and 
glowing reports of his past career. 

He retired to Buena Vista, only to once again be re-elected to the Senate 
in 1851, where he defended the Clayton- Bulwer Treaty which he had helped 
negotiate while Secretary of State. 

Frustration with his public life probably grew after the devastating loss 
of both sons. In 1849, Charles Clayton, his youngest son, died overseas, 
and in 1851, his son James died after a brief illness. John Clayton had 
always been close to his nephew, James Clayton Douglass, who was a Purser 
in the United States Navy. James had married Ellen Sinclair in 1849, and 
in 1853, Clayton offered the Buena Vista farm to James and his family. 
Clayton noted that, "I feel some apprehension that he (James) may decline 
farming .•• I shall offer him every inducement to stay him for the rest of 
his life. 118 On February 12, 1853, James Douglass signs the deed 
purchasing Buena Vista. A month later, Ellen writes to her sister from 
Buena Vista, "Of course you have heard, Mr. Douglass bought this place of 
his Uncle, and has resigned his corrnnission in the Navy." 9 

The New Castle church records show that in "May, 1853, Constance Margaret, 
born March 20, 1852, daughter of James and Ellen Douglass, was baptised at 
Buena Vista, the seat of the Honorable John M. Clayton who was the 
sponsor." lO There is a similar entry for April 26, 1854 for Clayton 
Douglass, son of James and Ellen. Then barely seven months later, tragedy 
struck this family. Ellen Douglass dies, leaving James with two small 
children. He writes to his mother-in-law of his great sorrow and notes, 
"We had come here to make a home for ourselves and our children, and that 
we might live together ..• " 11 

During the years 1854 and 1855, John Clayton sends as much correspondence 
written from Buena Vista as he does from Washington, D.C. He even writes 
from Buena Vista to James Douglass in order to keep him informed on the 
current planting during Douglass' absence. James Douglass may have been 
visiting his children who freguently stayed with his mother-in-law in 
Philadelphia. Douglass' Aunt, Miss Johnson, became a governess to Margaret 
and Clayton Douglass during this time. 

. ... 
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John Clayton kept up this lively correspondence with numerous people, his 
topics usually concerning Buena Vista farming or current politics. He even 
manages to write of himself " ... I am a modest man; though I know you always 
tell me that my modesty has not got about much. I am an industrious man -
at least I am not a lazy one ('though by your smiling you seem to say so') 
- for I go to bed at 12 and rise at eight, and any man who gets up before 
that hour will (according to an old friend of mine in whose opinions I have 
great confidence) take the advantage." 12 

Unfortunately, John Clayton's health was rapidly failing. He writes to 
Charles I. duPont in 1854 concerning "The attack of a painful nature in the 
breast .•. I am out cf health and very solitary of course. You will always 
find me alone •.. " 13 Then on November 9, 1856, while at the home of his 
nephew Joseph P. Comegys in Dover, John M. Clayton died. His loss was 
greatly mourned by the State of Delaware, who is "bereft of her brightest 
orator, her most eminent citizen, her truest counsellor, her unwavering 
friend." 14 " -His motto being, that a public man should be as Caesar's 
wife, not only pure, but above suspicion." 15 

After his Uncle's death, James Douglass continued to farm Buena Vista and 
raise his children. He writes, in ,1863, to Admiral Samuel DuPont con
cerning " ... illness of both my children with hooping cough ... compelled, 
through difficulties in my situation in housekeeping, in the obtaining of 
servents during the winter months for a place so distant in the country, I 
am about to close my house and remain in Wilmington, or Philadelphia for 
that period with my children at school." lF 

Then, at the age of eighteen (in 1872), James' son Clayton dies from 
typhoid fever. Douglass and his daughter "Maggie" (Constance Margaret) are 
devastated by his deat'h, Margaret remains by her father's side and in all 
probability assists him with running Buena Vista until his death three 
years later in January, 1875. 

At the age of twenty three, Margaret inherited Buena Vista from her father 
who died intestate. It was nine years later that she married Francis Nixon 
Buck on January 16, 1884. The "New York Tribune" carries the following 
account, "I have received a description from a lady in Delaware of the 
recent wedding at Mr. Clayton's old home near Newcastle as follows: 'The 
wedding of Miss Constance Margaret Douglass, who lives at Buena Vista, the 
homestead of John M. Clayton, which she inherited from her father ... We 
drove through a long avenue of trees to the large old fashioned house, and 
on entering found the beauty of the scene quite dazzling ... The hall was 
brilliantly lighted •.. the old family silver arranged at the extreme end on 
a large table from which refreshments were served. Hundreds of wax candles 
lighted the spacious rooms and were reflected in the polished floors, and 
flowers were everywhere ..• Four little girls representing the Seasons acted 
as bridesmaids ..• as ~o the supper, it was magnificent - a real baronial 
profusion with true elegance combined.'" 17 



t 

Margaret and Francis Buck had four children; Ellen Sinclair, Francis 
Douglass, Walter, and Clayton Douglass. In 1897, Margaret Buck 
had a deed written between her husband and herself, and Harriet Clayton 
Comegys (great niece of John M. Clayton). It noted that " .•. Francis N. 
Buck is indebted to Margaret D. Buck his wife in divers large sums of 
money. And whereas it is desired to secure the premises herein after 
described to herself and her children." 19 Harriet Comegys is named 
Trustee of Buena Vista to administer the property for Margaret and her 
children. 

In 1914, Harriet Comegys (acting for Margaret and Francis) sold Buena Vista 
to T. Coleman duPont for $35,000. T. Coleman duPont and his wife Alice 
had a daughter named Alice Hounsfield, who was born December 15, 1891. She 
married Paul Wilson on October 29, 1912, but he died four years later on 
October 13, 1916. Then on May 5, 1921, Alice married Clayton Douglass 
Buck. It is interesting that Margaret Douglass Buck's will, dated November 
7, 1924, noted that she and her husband were residing in the town of .New 
Castle, and Clayton Douglass Buck was living at Buena Vista. 19 

T. Coleman duPont willed Buena Vista to his daughter, Alice Hounsfield in 
1930. 20 Thirty five years later the ~stat~ was sold to the State of 
Delaware for the sum of one dollar by Governor Clayton Douglass Buck. 
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