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along, thinking, perhaps, of the good 
cheer awaiting him at home, but surely 
with no thonght of ghost or goblin, 
he suddenly felt the presence of some-

at thing strange and uncanny. Casting 
his eyes in the direction of the old 
r~:·1ar, he w::i~ H.DJn],ed t0 h<.+old 
Samud Chew standing there. As he 
gazed for a moment, trembling with 
fear, the figure hcckoned to him, hut 

W hcn I was invill:<l to vrcpare an l ndeed, the history of the "greei'' the miller took to hi, heels, and could 
address on "The Dover Green" I is part of the history of the natim. not be persuaded to pass that way 
lilllc realized the embarrJ.ssrnent l ln all the crises through which he again after nightfall. 
8
hould be forced lo n1eet for lack of colonies and the nation have passid, In those days, there was but one 

proper materials with which to con- Jt has ever been a theatre of inteise road leading into Dover from the east, 
Slrnct S

tlch an address. That with and powerful action. anct when this ghost story became 
which f desired to lmild is not re In colonial <lays, it was the hub of circulated thronghout the neighbor
corckd history, hut unwritten tradi • the wheel of affairs. From it em.- hood, nol a farmer ventured to come 
lion, a Ile! it did not seem to be at my natcd an infl11ence which pervad:d to town, or to tt'avel that road after 
~oinllland. I found, in seeking for not only the couiincs of the litile dark. This vc:ry seriously affected 
rt, that nrnch of it had fade!! from county, bL1t which was felt throtig'l- tr,1dc in the little town of Dover, and 
11
ieiuory with the passing of a former ont the colonr, ~n a_ large degree,it the ''green" took counsel with itself 

generation, and was lost in the echo- ctirectcd alfa1 rs, mst1 tuted cnstons as to how the trouble might he reme
kss silence of the dead and gone and manners, made the Jaws, and r!i- died. 
Y('ai·s. _Had I been appointed to this rectcd important issues. No matter Finally, after a great deal of dis
ta:,k a lew _Years _ago, an afternoon I of public importance was finally cussion, it was determined that the 
wnh thi!t distingn1slwd and delightfol acted upon until the "green'' w.is only way to get rid of Chew's ghost 
gemlernan, Jndge Ccorge P. Fi~her, const1lted. .'\.nd the "green" wi,s was to bury it. Accordingly, notice 
would hal'e afforded me such a wealth folly a_warc of t~s, the consciousnei_1s was sent ont thro~1gh the neig_hl.Jorhood 
of anecdote and iucident a, wot1lcl of which cau,cd 11 to assume a mar.,- that on a certain day, at high noon, 
rnake thi~ fc::blc addn.:~J va11;1a\JI" 1·n. l , d 1 1 · • h h ld , ~ ncr ,:x remc,r ponipo,1G, :i.n a dig-ni, )! ' t 1c .,una, of t c g ost wou 1,,,-c 
deed. As it is, T have beeh obliged severely austere. But with ,ill i('s I place beneath the poplar trct:. 
t~ gather scattered fragments, like: the strength of _charade;, its ;igid mar . . On t~e clar appoiuted the "gre~n" 
pieces of a shattered lll0$aic, and to ners, and its learn mg, it was _,.,o,t- formed itself mto a :funnal process10n, 
fit them together as best T could. For above the popular superstitiol}s of und proceeded 11·ith 5lo,;· a11l: ,;Jlrnm 
many suggestions I am indebted to time. vVhen one reflects u1;,~J '.n:a,: to t'/1c ol'd opfar. Aniving 
J\fr. Daniel Cowgili-. of Dover. i nfl,_:c:nce w;,,~d'.',.: ::1)oi\ ll1t· ;;LL 'here, they stood ~ with uncovered 

The records tell ti!, th\tt,on ,ti.~ - , lrt '1ucn o. f a century and a-half aio, 1 ~ heads, while the minister read the d:i.v ,.:.-r • ~ . r1"' , ... <-> " 

!\lJf;;J5t 1n the yea1, 1683, the superstitions of the age, he ( \1 ; burial service, and with toll of bell, 
1Villi,1/n Penn issued a wmrant au- truly amazed. .!\-ien of unerri:- l and all the ceremony of a well-ap
thorizing the surveyor to lay out for judgment and unquestionnl con rag- r pointed funcntl, they buried the ghost 
the Covernor a town in St. Jones, or smrenden:d their rea~on and then· of Samuel Chew. Tradition tells us 
Kent County, to be called Dover. strength in .the face of it. Th,'.: that the burial was an effective one. 
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were ult; mat el y to achieve Arneri can I and was graduated in the year 1771. 

inrlepenrl;;·nce, were so active; and I He i_n1medfat~ly ente~ed :ipon the 
when, a : length, the clouds of war practice of his profession rn Dover, 
that had been hov:ri11g so darkly I an~! wa~ l.,eg!n.ning to achiev~ a rcpu
over the colo111es, finally unrst, the tatwn for auihty, when the rndepen
''grccn" ~nook off some of it!i con- dencc of the United States was 
~e!Tnti . .:.;x, 1 '"fhey k1!c,v Crc~r Rod • :~gitat~d. ·r!-~!c pu..tdot that h;:; wa~, 
ney. H; wa5 born right here among he at once offered his service in the 
them. They admired the courage defense of his country, and was made 
with which he advocated the Ameri- first lieutenant of a company of light 
can nt°L'.~t ai'ld believed firmly in the infantry, bnt after the Declaration of 
jL1stice or' ·the callse. On the other independence, he was appointed sur-
hand, loya'.ty to the King was a part geon of the First Dela.ware Regiment. 
of their rr.ligion. To renounce it From that time until the do.,e of the 
seemed Ii ti ,e short of sacrilege. The weir, he devoted himself to the cause 
consequcnc-• was tha_t at the begin- of the colonists, and was the personal 
ning of thelconf!ict, the ''green'' was friend of Washington. ln 1781, he 
in a state oi doubt anrl uncertainty. was elected a profc~sor in the Uni ver
, At the lier inning of the Revolution, sity of Pennsylvania, which honor he 
the lower ta•Jern, which stood on the declined, unwilling to descrt his sit
" green" w :1c re the Court House now nation in the servi cc of his country. 
stands, was ·~ept by John Bell, and After the SLnrendcr of Cornwallis at 
had for its sign a portrait of George Yorktown, he returned to Dover, and 
lll. John Rell was as true and loyal recommenced the practice of his pro
a subJect as 1.qi1g (~eorge had, and the fession. He was a member of Con
attitude of tht' colonies towards Eng- gress in 17 82, and repeatedly served 
land grieved him sorely. .\t first, he in the legislatn re of De In ware. Later 
wa~ out,poh'l, and denounced all in life, he rgmoved to '\Vilmington, 
resistance to the crown as rank trea- where he built up ii l~e practice, 
sim; bur., h1 ,tml by, .;, ~he tide of and helrl, a,t in~rvals, positions of 
haskni1..1-ts .-. , .,., , .. cpl .,',, .• ,~, his trnst under ore 6· ·,,;,a,_·:,t. 
ardor cooied ,on :r·what, and .. f'" lllld Miss l\!01,t ~1,icry. in lier rPmi ,,;,, 
himself i1,--·1 'c! ex·,-r .. ~rr::,·ly, awl• ;, ,'.SQ- -:,,,.;,;,:~, llt::Sc.:1,1bes him as "about six 
po~iiin, -~:- , y:i~1g- t,1 lea,; 110th ·,<,ay:; feel tilil, ha<l ,,lark hair, keen black 
at once . eyes, very dark, swarthy corn plcxion, 

One July rn.:nning in 1776, as he loud and <1uick voice, fini,;he(l in the 
stood in front t,f his tavern, Dr. Ti!- art of chewing tobacco, always in a 
ton, who had re\cently graduated from pleasant humor, no misanthrope, an 
the Unive1sity of l'ennsylvania, and old bachelor of the first order, who 
settled down on the' 'green'' to prnc- always loved the society of ladies.'' 
lice his profession, passed along. ln attending the kvees of Presi-

"'\Vhat' s the news, doctor?" 111- dent \Vash ington, Dr. Tilton always 
quired Jlell. wore plain, homespun clothes, one c,[ 

a new generation springing up-a 
generation free from the galling pres
sure of the British yoke, u genera
tion of free Americans. Born al
most while their fathers were kind
ling freedom' s altar fires, they 
~-, .:.a.~l"~ll ,he ~pirir of pairioti~rn with 
their first breath, and inherited the 
strong manhood and stLirdy character 
which these same fathers had stamped 
11pon the institutions of their country. 
1t seemed as though God had cs
pecia ll y endowed them to embclli,h 
with their wisdom the Temple of 
Freedom he had caused their sires 
to build. 

Foremost among these was John .M. 
Clayton. A giant in intellect, with 
the tender, .~ympathctic heart of a 
won1an. An orator, finished in all 
the graces of his art, yet, who could 
adapt himself to his most 1:t1ral con
stituency. A man of surpassing at-
tractiveness wcially, in whatever so
ciety he chanced to be placed. No 
man in Delaware ever had such a ca
reer as John l\-1. Cla vton. He was 
the ictoi of the Whigs, who delighted 
to honor him, yet, such a hold had 
he upon th<'. whole peop!,,, that a 
T • ' • •~ • .#' .• ~ 
,Je1noc:1:i.,h l<'/!l '•l<Olllre .•<'ill llllll -XO the 
-~ -ni led Sm tes - Senate. Nat II re anct 
edL1ca1 ion coniliined had indeed pro
duced a mo~t extraordinary man, and 
while he lived, Delaware was vi rtually 
John M. Clayton. 

In his little law o!Iice on the 
"green," where he studied problems 
of state, dispensed law, entertained 
his friends, and amused himself with 
his violin, a tr,1gedy once occurred, 
in which Jnmes Clayton, his cousin, 
was one of ihe principal actors: 

Philadelphia ; David Dudley Fd<l, 

1
1 

from New York. 
So, too, were large conservative 

meetings held, composed of a strong 
element in favor of a peaceful ad
ju~tment of difficulties. At thc~e 
meeting·s was • heard the forcrb1.:: 

rhetoric of William G . W!ii.tel~_y, aml 
the <:a]m and earnest eloquence of 
Thomas F. Bayard. • 

But all this has passed like u pano-
rama. The "green" of Colonial 
days, of the Revolution, and of the 
Rebellion, is gone; but it will live 
forever in history and tradition. So, 
too, has the ''green'' of yesterday 
departed . It lives in memory only. 
l dose my eyes, and the yesterday of 
the past comes back to me. 

In the old law office, I' s,;,;· ag'ain 
~athaniel B. Smithers, nCJw vener
able, wise in his statesmai'shi p, pro
found in his learning. ,:)ne whose 
environment den ied him the lofty 
niche he was so grandly fitted for. 
Now only waiting for the wider hori
zons oft he hereafter. 

1 see again Joseph .P. Come~ys, 
statelr, reserved, and every inch 1\,c 
able ! t!(! -- • he looks to be. 

l see agarn .:;ov'e ; a111urnry, st_roub 
ma.,terful, a man like Richelieu, 01 

iron hand, and indomitable will. 
1 sec again Eli SaLtlsbury, bending 

over his desk in the old Ddawri,-can 
office, writing the editorials that for a 
q1Jarter of a century influenced the 
politics of Kent. 

I see again J aines L. W olc:ott, , 
talented, genial, popnlar with the 
people, an<l the leackr of the yourg 
Democracy that overthrew the old 
regime. The warrant reads as follows : "green" believed as firmly in witchei; The ghost never wa, seen again. 

( 

J "William Penn, Proprietary an<l and ghosts, as it did in angels and Bnt supen;tition is not a vice; it is 
Governor of ye Province of Pcnnsyl- ministers of grace. Trne, it did not only a weakness, and if our own gen-

• vania, & ye territories thereunto be- uurn its witches, as the Salem folks eration has outgrown the btlief in 
longing. did, but it sought to get rid of them witches and ghosts, it were well, per

/ "l do hereby order thee to lay ont, by a remedy which it deemed quite haps, not to smile too freely at our 

"Well, as you already know," re- the products of his farm. ln 18r5, 
plied the doctor, "independence has a tumor attacked his knee, which nc
been dt:clared, irnd the cause of cessit:Hed amputation, and although 
liberty is progrt:ssi11g finely." seventy years ol.d., he hon; the opera-

"Yes," said Rell, with a shrug, tion with s11 i'J>rising fortitude and 

James Clayton, an exceptionally 
brilliant young man, who was vacil
lating between the bar and the pulpit, 
was, at the time of the tragedy, a 

I sec again George r. Fisher, 
scholar! y, magnetic, the erstwhile 
friend of Lincoln, and for years the 
favorite of fortune. 

or cause to be !aye\ out, in ye land as effective, if less lmrbarm1s,-a anccbton;, lest a future generation 
' appointed for ye town · of Dover, in remedy in strict harmony with the ridicule some weakncs, of ours. 

ye county of Kent, one high street super~tition itself, as the following These dwellers on the "gi-een" 
one hunrlrcd anci. fifty feet wide, and story will illustrate : dming the first half of the eighteenth 
two back streets each sixty feet broad, ••• rt l1ad been observed, for some century were, for the most part, 
to nm from the water side throughout, time, that one and another of the learned and accomplished men. They 
and one cross street one hundred and resiclents on the "green'' ha<l been were proud and aristocratic in their 
fifty feet broad where ye high road the victim of a series of annoyances notions, quick to anger, and as swift 
crosseth ye said Town land & to lay and misfortune,. The leaves on to resent an insnlt offered to a friend 
on! ye Lotts in ye sd Town so as each Benjamin Shurmcr's apple tree, the as to themselves. The taint of that 
may contain one and one half acres of pride of his garclcn, had aU withered chivalry which their ancestor,> gloried 
land, to grant to any person upon one night in Jnm:, and the tree, upon in remote generations before, lingered 
application to thee for a Lott, one being examined, was found to be in them. They treated women with 
Lott in ye s<l Town, they building perfectly lifeless. The next night, such charming gallantry and graceful 

"-fortlnvith on ye samt: & paying unto his kitchen chimney fell down with a courtesy as would put to blush the 
me as Ground .Rent yearly one b11shel crash. A few mornings after that his lJeaux of our day, with whom true 

I of good Winter wheat, or fonr shill- horse wus fonnd lying in the stable, politeness ha, uer.ome almost a lost 
ings, &c. T do also order yt ye its mane and tail plaited, and the an- art. 
Co11rt House and Prison he built in imal bearing every evidence of hav· rThey were JJicturesque, too, these 
ye cross street of ye sd town. ing been ridden almost to death. ' •

1 
ancestors of ours. The Quakers had 
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"and 1 fear me sornt: of the signers calmness. He, <lied May r4, 1822, 

may one day find themselves on an in his seventy-fifth year. 
English gallows." l' Another of the famous lllen of the 

"Better that, " replied the doctor, "green" was Tohn Haslett. He was 
''than to he '.tl'rmmd to death beneath c:olonel of the· Delaware regiment and 
an .English heel." fell gloriously al the battle of Prince-

"Ah, it is alway~ uesl to let ll'ell- ton, Janllary .1, i 777, in the cau~c of 
enough alone," said Bell. "C~sar American independence. It wa~ to 
Rodney had lwttcr ·[ept out of this him tliat Ca.:sar Rodney despatched a 
trouble, and remained here quietly mounted messenger on the night of 
on the 'green,' like ,orne of the rest July 4th, q 76, with the news of the 
of us,'' rlcclaration of independencc. Ile 

"H11mp h 1" said th,• doctor; an<l lies buried in the l'n:sliytcrian church
pointing up at the sigr,, ht: said irn- yard, at Dover. 
pressively, "well John, be that as it Another illlportant man of the 
may, King George will never rn\e in "green" was Col. John Parke, born 
America again. f wo1ild advist: you al.Jo11t J 7 50. He entered the army at 
to change that sign of yours.'' an early age, and was attacbed to 

The doctor went on Ii, way, lcav- Washi11gton's dividon. He was the 
ing John Bell standing t\ere in serious author of a volume of poems, entitled, 
t~oug)it. The convers3tion made a :".1'h.e _Lyri5. v\~?r!c, _of Horace tran~-

~ tu dent in the office of John !vi. 
Clayton. He was a lllall of cp1ick 
temper and chi va!rous nature, and 
had taken exception to some remark 
that l\fajor Adams was reported to 
have made about a young lady whom 
he admired, Meeting Major Adams 
on t~e street, Clayton indignantly 
charged him with making an insult
ing remark about the lady, and de
rnanded an apology, which Major 
Adams stoutly refused to make. This 
resnlled in a very serious quarrel, and 
the two incn parted with angry 
threats towards one anoth~r. Clayton 
proceeded at once to the office, and 
was standing with his back to the fire
place, telling Judge Ho11ston, who 
was then a student at Jaw, about the 
quarrel he had just had, when the 
door opened, and in walked Major 
Adams, still flushed with an~cr. ' 

The vi!;ion fades, I open my eyts 
again, and look out upon the 
"green.'' Not a suggestion does it 
give of the story T have told ; not a 
sign of i ls interesting history. 
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ye 6th n{o. 1683,· Wm. Penn." 
"To Wm. Clarke 

"Surveyor of ye counties of Kent 
and Sussex.' ' 
This warrant was immediately put 

into execution, and the comrois;ioners 
appointed came upon the ground, 
b_ut owing to some trot1ble in the 
affairs of the government, or some 
controversy concerning the location 
of the projected town, it Was not at 
once laid out. Indeed, fourt(~en years 
elapsed before the Court House was 
built, and nearly thirty.five years 
pm;sed before the town with its 
••g,~en'' was''laid out.· • ,_ " -~ 

Delaware seems to have been very 
slow in its growth. It was originally 
settled at its extreme ends-beside 
the beautiful river where New Castle 
now stands, and at Lewes, where the 
great bay _pours its emerald tide into 
the restless sea. The middle county, 
·- • .•T ---• ~emained for yea rs a vast 
and u_nexplo~eCl wnul.rness. Yet, a 
long time prior to the ISSlllllg ..,,r 
Penn's warrant, settlements had 
spnmg up, not only along the stream,s, 
hut in the interior, as well. The 
settler had at last penetrated this 
wildeTness, and touched it with his 
magic wand. This area of land 
which but a few years before was cov• 
ered by dense forests and wild under• 
growth, and was the undisturbed re-

) treat of countless wild animals, and 
the hardly less wild Indian, now 
echoerl to the tread of the white mail, 
in his onward march of civilization. 
The virgin forest had felt the keen 
edge of the woodman's axe. Giant 
oaks that had bent their rugged forms 
to the Wintry blasts of the centuries 

• -0aks that were old when Columbus 
embarked upon his first voyage of 
discovery; old when England was 
being torn by the wars of the Roses ; 
old when Richard the Lion Heart 
waved his battle~axc above the hills 
of Palestine-had been felled, anrl 
prostrate lay on the unbroken soil 
that had nurtured them, to clear a 
place for civilized man to dwell. 
But these clearings made but Httle 
progress for fifty years. 

Now, let us pass by this period of 
time. For the purposes of this a<l
rlres, it does not further concern us. 

The year 1717 had come. Six• 
teen years had passed since Willia,~ 
Penn! returning ... w/th his family to 
Entda11d, .h:td nassrn. ?wa.v from the 

\..I LHCl:) lu:tl.l ,)I..U . .t,a.\,..U ,u u. .,,._._ ..... "~ _..," ) "''"' -u.v1J1t.\.,U 1.U~.u. 101u.10.1 c.u~1.uuu:: 

manner, until it was whispered about ' 'of sober color, and the gentlemen of 

that there was a witch in the neigh I the "green," whether Quaker, Epis

borhood. Suspicion seemed to point copalian, Presbyterian, or Dissenter, 

to Betty Pollen, a forlorn old woman, all wore wigs. While their ordinary 

wh_o liveq alone in a little tumble- apparel was of homespun, their dress 

down cottage close by the . creek. suits were of cloth and camlet, brave 

Just why it should point to her no- with buttons, braid and buckles, sHk 

body was quite able to say, but the stockings and embroidered waistcoats, 

"green" was positive in its belief lace n:1ffies and cravats. The ladies 

that .Hetty Pollen wa.,; the witch that wore high-crowned hats,much•dressed 

was doing all this mischief. Nothing' hair, long, stiff corsage, with camb:ric_ 

was done towards punishing her, about neck and bosom, silk or satin 

however, until Absalom Cuff opened petticoats, dainty shoes and stockings. 

his eyes one morning to find his vision Social life on the "green" in the 

deranged. );:very object in the room , good old colonial da s was full of 

appeal'ed doubfc. RiiT:i'biiig 1iis "eyes 1 nospitahLy and good 4heer. t u was 

vigor_ously; he raised the wi-ndow' somewhat limited in its scope, con

curtain, and looked out on the sisting principally of the exchange of 

"green." ~very single object that formal visits, and an occasional tea 

met his gaze looked like two. Alj- party. On these latter occasions the 

salom Cuff's countenance ·revealed large mahogany or pine table, fairly 

the fact that he was puzzled. Pres• groaned under the weight of tempting 

cnlly, something seemed to da'wn viands spread out in welcome of the 

upon him, and the puzzled look van- guests. The punch bowl, of course, 

ished from his face in a moment. figured conspirnously, even in the 

!;ltc.m11ing his foot -inilignantly, he ex- Quakers' house,· and it was deemed a 

claimed : breach of etiquette to refuse a social 
"Conjured-bewitched!'' , 'glass. They were great ea.ters arid 

Hastily dressing himself,'he seized stout drinkers, our · colonial fathers, 

his gun, and cutting up a silver coin; and frequently, at these social func

with which he loaded it, went out to ti0>1s,convivialityexceeded the bounds 

the barn. On the barn door he. of propriety. The yom1g lady of 

drew, with a piece of chalk, as accu- that period was famous for her taste, 

rately as he could, a picture repre- grace, kindliness, and the art of put

senting old Retty Pollen. Stepping ting people at their ease: and the 

back a few paces, he raised the gun, ready jest and quick repartee was a 

and taking the best aim he could with part of her accomplished outfit. But 

his imJ)erfect sight, he fired. The she was never permitted to receive 

shot took effect in one of the feet of company alone. Her mother, judi

the picture. Instantly, his eyes be- ciou~, con~iderate, affectionate, was 

came properly adjusted. He set out always at her side. Love making in 

at once for old Betty's cottage, about those days must have been a very 

half a mile away. Sure enough, he tame affair. One can hardly imagine 

foll11d her nursing her foot-the very such sentimental things as te·ndcr 

sarne foot he had just shot in the glances; softly-whispered vows and 

picture. He charged her with being the like, being exchanged betweel'! 

a witch, and warned her that if she lovers, with the young lady's mother 

cut up any more of her devilish antics on guard all the time. How such 

he would make his aim higher next nourtship ever led up to a mar,riage 

til]Jc. Nothing more was ever seen is one of the unrevealed mysteries-of 

of Betty Pollen from that day. Shc1 that t ime. But though courtship w~s 

vanished as completely as though the obstructed by fo~alities a1Jd re

earth had swallowed her, and the straints, the wedding entertainment 

"green'' was once more free from its was the occasion of easy h6$pitality 

annoyant:cs and misfortunes. and freedom of action. 

It is possible that tradition ma1 And old chronicle, which- I have 

have handed down many an interest frequently heard qttoted-probably 

ing ghost story wherein the '.'green" the private diary of some beau of the 

figured, but if so, they have been lost period, tells of a wedding entertain
in the mists of departed years. B\tt ment on the "~reen'' about 1750, 

I am snre there never was one more l where the chronicler was one of the 

stran!l'P. and 11nioue than the followino· 11ucsts. Tt rcarls a~ follows: 

1.u::~p 11111)1 e~SIVII l/1"1 uc:11 · , '1111 IIU, .... 6.110 \,.H:U 111'V ...._o..,_.,..,.,, , t ro.a, r o wm,c,w,.,.-M ...J.<>1,n .. , ,phect Clayton, his hand 

some months later he , l'~poused the added a number of Oritiinal Poems- moved towards his pistol pocket, 

cause of liberty far enoigh to have by a Native of America." These which Clayton perceiving, instantly 

the portrait of Washington painter! poems are dated from 1769 to 1786, drew his pistol and fired. With the 

over that of Kit1g (;eorge. 13ut the at various places-Valley Forge, fury of a madman, Adams sprang at 

tavern.keeper's troubles did not encl llrandy,vine, New York, anti gener- his antagonist, who eluded him, and 

there. Tradition t-c11s us that as the ally in camp at headquarters. They escaping th,-ongh the door communi

fortunes of wnr were constantly arc inscribed to almost all the officers eating with the dwelliJ1g, ran up the 

changing back and fo.rth from the of the army, and pro111inent men of stairway. Adams followed him to 

British to the J\mericat , so the the coltntry. Col. Parke died at the foot of the stairway, where he 

portraits on the ~ign changed. When Dover in December, 1789. sank down mortally wounded. He b 

the British were victorious the portrait Perhaps the most brilliant man of \\'as removed to the Capital Hotel, 

of King George was plainly visi.ble i the "green' ' in tho~e days was John w'/iere he d ied a few hours later. 

when success attended the colonists, Vining, son of Chief J l1stice Johu Clayton wa·s arrested, and had a ~ 

the portrait of Washington stood out Vining. He was born December 23, , hearing before the magi8trate. He 1~ 
boldly. Irfleed, the sfgn was so !758, studie~ law with Geor~t: !le~d, I pleaded sel f- efense, and was held to 

cllarlgeable tba1. it k'ep\ !JO,/,.r J3Ju, an<J \l'aii atJtnnrt:d u, prad1ct: l•ebru- bail Tor appear-,10ce at the next cerm 

J3ell in a St~te of dreadful uncertainty ary 21, 1782. He at once took a of court. John M. Clayton was in 

as to which side of the issue l}e was on. prominent position at the bar, not soi Washington at the time of this occur-

This old tavern was famous in its much by reason of his solid legal ac• rcnce attending to his senatorial 

day. Here, Marshal Grouchy, who quirements, as by his brilliant intcl· duties. He came home at the spring 

failed to support Napoleon at Water- lectnal faculties. He wa5 a 1. an of tefm to defend his consin, but the 

loo, and was _greatly responsible for prepossessing appear~nce, of magnetic case never reached the gral)d jury. 

his defeat, was a guest in 1820, and pt-rsonality and of most convivial dis- James Clayton left Dover soon afier

spent his time hunting. position. .But with all his brilliancy wards, and died a few years later, 

'Here, the Democratic party, for and his magnetism. he-was a man of while still a. young man. 

years, made its headquarters, and most unthrifty character. He gave The year 1861 was born amid 

planned its campaigns. him\;elf no concern, whatever, about gloom, anxiety and dread. Five 

Here political slates were made, financial or do!l1estic affairs, and but years harl passed since John M. Clay- ~ 

and gubernatorial receptions held. for Mrs. Vining's careful rnanagc- ton's death, and the civil war, he 

Sinele 1 724, it had been ,he scene of ment, everything ivould hav-c gone at hnd so confidently predicted more 

many a g littering banquet. Its walls loose ends. T he following story will than a decade before, now burst upon J 

had echoed to the tread of fair women illustrate thi~ trait of his character far the country with the wildest fory. 

and brave men, when revelry and -better than I could possibly describe The usually quiet old "green' ' be• 

mirth held sway. In :t~ prime, it it : came the scene of excitement, agita~ ' 

had seen the struggle of the R~volu- One Saturday aftt:rnoon, a~ Mrs. tion and strife. In no state of the 

tion; iri its old age, it harl witnessed Vining sat quietly at the front win- Union waH public sentiment more 

the storm of civil strife, and on the dow, looking out on the "green, " divided, and party feeling more in-

10th day of November 1863, it ex• her htisband 1;ntered hurriedly, an<l tense and hitter, than • in Delaware. 

pired in its own ashes, laden with the said : The fact that it remained in the 

memories of ncarlY. a t entury and a "Mrs. Vining, l have invited the Union was, by no means, evidence 

half. Judges of the High Court of Errors that it was a U nion state in senti-

J The Declaration of Tndependenr:e and Appeals t-o dine with us to-mor- mcnt. It cdntributed to the national 

did more lo arouse the people, in one. row on lamb and peas.'' army, without -regard to politics, its 

moment, than all the tyranny and H aving imparted this information qnota of brave soldiers. llraver men 

oppression which they !J.ad felt for to his wife in the most matter-of-fact never fought on any battlefield ; but 

year!., had done. It seemed like an way, he took his· departure in the the influential men, those who were 

inspiration. It was the expr~sion of ~ame hurried manner'. Mrs. Vining recogni1-ed as leaders, were nearly all 

their sturdy manhood; the voice of went to the door and looked out Southern sympathizers. The senti

that lofty independence which was after the retreating form of her hus- me.nts expres.~ed at the convention 

the corncr•stone of their character. band in perfect dismay. She was held at Montgomery, Alabama, found 

It seerned like incenHe they had, no.t surprised. She knew h.im too a responsive 1:cho in the little State 

breathed for years, rather than the ,~ell to be surprised at anything of House on the "green." South Caro• 

product qf the hour. And so it was. the,kino. B4t h.~r heart sank within lina' s act of seeession was warmly ap-

That wonderful .document wa5 not her. plauded here, and Delaware only 

'born in a day. H was not the off. "Oh, John!" she cried. "You waited for Maryland to.take the step 

Sl)ring of a generatio1_1, nor the fruit kn·ow w'e have neither lamb nor peas, that she would have followed in. But 

of a sing·le era. ft had been prepar- nor money to buy them." she remained, in name, a. U11ion 

ing in the crucible of the ages. Un• But the invitation for the S,mday state, torn by the bitterest and most 

conscious fortes, 'from the dawn of dinner had been given, and some• intense hatred on the part of her 

civilization to the birth of Magna ihing had to fie done. In her dilem- Southern syn1pathizers; and the most 

Charta, were the heralds of its com- ma, she went over to Mrs. John flagrant abuse of power, on the part 

irnr. The Emdish constitution and Fisher to bemoan her trouble. John of her Urriou 'men; who were~ clothed 1 



province he had &.eated; never to one, ~vhich I ha~e succeeded in cali- , .., ••On Tuesday attended the wed- th; freedom of"ihe Netherla11ds, were relum to it again. Sir William Keith iog back out of the past. Its dei1 011e- ding of Polly --, a young lady of but the shadows of its approach. was now Governor of Pennsylvania ment has the heathenish flavor of a amiable dispositi-0nf rare accomplish- To no people dirl il come with and the provinces, and that year an Chinese ceremony,-vi7.: ments, and agreeable mannefs:- - A more hearty wielcome, than to the litact was passed by the Assembly of One of the most prominent men most enjoyable affair. Not a bach- tie community that had made its the three lower counties appointing that lived on the "green" in the elor present, but envied the young_ home on Dov'i.; '"j;reen." At ifo appersons to lay out the land in lots olden time was Samuel Chew. He benedict. Downstairs we a1r gathered pearance patriqtism burst forth with a and streets adjoining the Court House had been Chief Jnstice,ancl discharged round the punch bowl, and drank the . bound, attd e-,~:i~~r..iai!Pl marked their in Kent Connty, and to sell the lots, his duties with ability, was public health of the groom; then we as- every act and .itterance. When the the survey and laying out or the spirited, and though eccentric and cended to the second floor, where we news of it-reached the "green" on same to he completed by the .Joth haughty in manner, was very greatly found the bride surrounded by her July 5th a fine turtle feast was given day of March next. Accordingly, respected. He never, in his lifetime,! bridesmaids, and each of us kiss.ed at the 11pper tavern, where the Capiin q 18 the plot was completed, and made himself offensive by interfering her. Afterwards, there was rum and tol Hotel no,,~ stands, in honor of the on the 7th of August Richard Richard- with other people's affairs, or in any brandy with the older folks, bounce event. A portion o,f the Delaware son, one of the commissioners, be-· manner trespassing upon their rights. .and liqueurs with the ladies, and wfo'e •regiment was at Dover, at this time, came the frrsl purchaser of a lot on But Samuel Chew had been dead not and spirits ad libi1t1111 until bed time.'' and the elec\ion of officers was being the "green.'' Doubtless many other quite a year when he began to be Undoubtedly, this was the custom )leld. Tne Committee of Safety imlots were at ·once :;old, but very few troublesome. There was no doubt of the time. Even the Quakers ac- mediately met, upon receiving the deeds were recorded until 1722, when about bis being dead. The whole cepted it with good grace, until the _-pews, and proceerled in a body to the John Lindsay purchased the 0ld "green," as well as the country peo- evil consequences of free drinking Court House, where the President Court Rouse lot; Thomas Wells pie roundabout, had attended his on those occasions compelled them .read the Declaration 9f Congrcs.c;. bou~ht the lot where the Capitol funeral, and sincerely mourned his to counsel more moderation. These • In a bac;k room there hung a Hotel now stands j Samuel Chew departure. Besides, the church reg- entertainments must have been m.ore picture of ~ing George. 1'hcy tore bought the lot in the southeast corner ister, corroborated bx a modest tomb- of a nuisance than a pleasure 10 the it down from the wall, and bade a of the "green,'' adjoining the State stone in the burying-ground, fully bride's parents, as they usually con- drummer of the regiment bear it beHouse, now the property of the State, proved the fact. Nevertheless-, Sam- tinued for two days following the fore the President, IVhile they and William Rodney, grnndfather of uel Chew was seen one moonlight wedding day, during which ·tjn)e marched two by two, followed by the Cresar, became a purchaser. And so night, about a year after his death, punch was dealt out freely to all .light infautry, in slow time, with they were sold and purchased, chang- standing beneath a large poplar tree comers. music, round the ''green.'' A large ing hands often, until, in the course near the road, on his estate, apparently Prior to the Revolution, the people bonfire had alrnarly been lighted in of time, each lot on the ''green'' in deep meditatioi,, The simple rus- in this part of Delaware may be i;aid honor of the event and fonning a cir contained a comfortable house. tic who saw him, fled precipitately to have been a people without a his- cle about. fhe fire, the President cast :ro the casual observer of to-day to the nearest. farm house where, ,tory. '!'he peaceful current of t heir the picture into the flames, as he prothe "green" is but a plain, una- quaking and breathless, he related> lives flowed on unbroken by events nounced these wotds: "Compelled domed square, margined on either his strange story. He had been to deemed worthy of record, and not by strong necessity, thus we destroy side by a number of substantial, but Dover, and was returning home. As even the journals of the legislature, even the shadow of that King who modest dwelling-houses, a few law- he approached the old popla-r, a previous to the year 1762, were pre- refused to reign over a free people." yers' offices, two banking hotlscs, a strange feeling seemed to take posses- served. Three loud huz1.as were then given hotel, and the unpretentious buildings sion of him, and upou looking up, The dawn of the Revolution did by the crowd; and the friends of of county and State. In appearance he beheld the figure of a man stand- not awaken them as mdely as it did liberty gained new courage to supit is not particularly attractive, No ing there. He was about to pass on, the people of the other colonies. port the cause to which they had emstatues of Delaware's illustrious sons; when the figure raised its head, and They wel"e an isolated people, living barked. 110 monuments commemorative of he recognized Chew. The former remote from the routes of travel, Among the prominent men of the heroic deeds, adorn it. Nor has and his family were disposed to treat having Hftle to do with commerce, ''green, '' at the Revolutionary perman's hand scarcely moved to beautify the story lightly, and indeed, accused or with any industry outside of agri- iod, no one deserves greater mention it. It is left alone to nature's tender the fellow of having comforted himself cultnre,/ consequently, the imposition than Dr. James Tilton, to whom l care. The stranger might, indeed, too much at the tavern before setting of the stamp act, the tax on tea, and have already incidentally referred. turn away from it without being, in out for home. the like, did .not affect them. They Dr. Tilton was born in Kent Count}' the lea;;t, impressed. He would not Just at dark, oµe evening, a. mitler had little use for stamps, and the root in 1745, and received a classical eduregard it as an interesting spot. But •trudging along towards home, some- of the sassafras furnished the tea they cation at Nottingham Academy, in beneath its quiet repose, jf he ,would what belated, took a short cut across drank. Maryland. On leaving Nottingham, but look, thei:e might be found a mul- the field that led by the old poplar. It was impossible1 however, to re- he e11tered the Medical Department tihtde of comedies nnd tragedies. Whistling softly to himself as he went main passive while the forces that of the University of Pennsylvania, 

Fi~her was one of the Judges ,1;hom with a little brief authority. Vining had invited to the dinner, The old resident, in looking backand knowing full well Vining's ward, sees bosom friends who differed, thriftlessness, Judge Fisher had, in quarreled over their differences, and the meantime. out of his own large went to their graves hating one garden, had the peas picked, and another, leaving the old hatred to while Mrs. Vining was at, hi~ house their children, in many instances, pouring out 1-;-,r-ttt>ublc to M~. Fis- their only legacy. He ~s families her, the Judge returned from a visit divided, separated in anger, never to in the cot\ntry, there being no get together again. He secs the best butcher in Oover, with an elegant men under su~picion and surveillance, quarter of lamb. The peas and the by 01\e faction, or the other : and the lam_b were sent over to Vining·s worst men blatantly threatening, or house, with such other accompani- secretly plotting. He sees friends ments as the ladies thought necessary, snatched from their homes, and and the dinner passed off pleasantly; .robbed of their liberty, on flimsy and and Vining being ignorant of the trumped-up charges, and left to Ianprovision made for his feast, plumed guish in dingy forts and filthy prisons; himself on the good time they had and he sees a government officer discussing the first lamb-and-pea din- leaping from a back window of the ner of the season. Capitol Hotel, at night, to escape John Vining served in the House the merciless ha11ds of men whose of Representati,·es of the United friends he had arrested for treasonStates, and in 1795 was chosen able utterances. He sees soldiers at United States Senator. the polls, and United States Mar-In Congress he was a wise counsel- shals at men's elbows, as a warning lor, and an nble debater. He ~ied that to have an opinion was a dan-at Dover in 1802. gerous thing; and he sees a Union 'Herc, too, dwelt the Loockermans, man shot down on his way ho1J1e, by and t he Ridgelys, men of sterling an unknown hand, for no other reaworth, whose descendants still live in son than because he had an opfoion, the houses where their ancestors died. and expressed it too freely. He -se·es Nicholas Loockerman, the ancestor, a mob of desperate men attack; in the tame to Dover, and became a large street, a handful of soldier boys, who landholder. Nicholas Ridgely, the were home on a . furlough, because first representative of the family in they wore the blue; aud he hears a Dover, came from Anne Anmdel timid woman pleading with a )>and of County, Maryland. He settled on . drunken soldiers, that they might the "green" about 1 738, and Qecame not harm her aged father, whose only one of the Justices of the Supreme crime was that he had a son, ,~hom Court. Three of his descendants, he loved well, in the rebel army. Henry Ridgely, Walter Morris and Ah, this was a serious drama that Henry R. Johnson, are now living was beillg enacted on this old stage, on the "green," the children of the "green." 
whom make the sixth generation of And great political meetings were the family to live here. Here, a lso, held on the "green" in those days. dwelt Joshua Fisher, one of the ablest Enthusiastic Union.meetings, at which lawyers that ever graced the Dela- Nathaniel R. Smithers and George P. ware bar; and John Barratt, a dis- Fisher, both in the prime of life, tinguished lawyer and most influen- figured conspic1iously. Henry Wintial man, who I am proud to call my ter Davis came over from Maryland great grandfather. to assist ; James M. Scovel, • from The close of the Revolution found New Jersey; Philip S. White, from 


