
There' a rruch to 'te seen in Dover that recslle our c0u!\try.111 pe.st. 

In 1(:e,, i:1 yeer e ter his urrivs:l in the New 'World., Wil 1 iam fenn orclered 

the town to be laid out, and in 1717 the historic Dover Green was la1d out, 

as it is today, in rccordenoe with his original pan. 

The Cld Stste House wa!I built in 1722 and rebuilt in 1787-5".?. 

Since the rebuUdinr war, not Leg-un until December of 17'"7, we de not know 

1f 'he then new F'ederal tonstitution wa.s re.tified iri this buUdinr or at 

tell'pora.ry (!Ue.rters. We 1 s like to think it we.11 in this very buil<linr. 

'l'hia is the second olde■t Sts.te House in the Unic>n wr.ich is etill 

in active use. ~•s.ryle.nd'• Colonial capital at Anne.poli!a is cHer. Incident­

ally, Nichole.a :<idgely, prop·enitor of the family in Delaware, we.o the gra.ndaon 

cf Col. iienry Ri dg-ely, one of Annapolia' founding f'l!l.tl-:ers, 

AB you m.ust he.ve noticed, facing the Old State P.,".ise a.11 e.round the 

Green, are c! f,.rr,ini: old hcu1es •.• mo■t with stories of their o•·:n, all well 

wc-rth he rinr, 

Aa we WRncer t·::rough the Old Shte House you will find it quiet and 

dirnified, Rm,ever, the tuildinp; e.pparently presentr.d l'. far different scene 

on Me.y 4, 1792, 

In 17~;~: tl:e Generel A.saen;bly wes little 11:ore -:hs.n a tenant in this 

buildint, Control of F.e bui.]ding ra!':ted with the Levy Court of Kent Count~·, 

which, in uece;v,lier 1787, had authorized construction of the building '"s re­

placement for c.n earlier '-'ourt Hou~e that he.d occupied the · site. 

we to i'ine.ncial dif'fic:ulties, tae new buildinr was not completed 

when openea for li,n'. ted use al:cut April 1, 1792. When the General .A.eeemhly 

held, its initie.l sessic-na here on r..y 2, 1792, much work rerr,eined tc,. Le done 

and 'hie appo.rentJy led to a quarrel i etween the le;-ialatore e.nd county 

ofi'i cia. la. 

This quarrel became so bitter that the Kent County Sherif;', John 



Clayton~--with drawn gword, it is roport•d--4ean4ed posse■■ion of the 

building (pre9Ut:':8.bly so thnt worm.en oculd continue wtth work on its interior). 

Sheriff Clayton's temper w.s apparently matched ty that of the ler­

i slatora who, in hith wre.th, hurriedly moved them8el vee and tteir records e 

doz911ijtiiles ncrth to D.lck Creek Cross Roada,,,now~ltnyrna, whe- 'l'&vernkeeper 

ThomE.s Hi,le alleg:edly welcomed them with open arm.a. 

On t~y 4, the Hcuse of Repreeentative~, see«.n,r over the situation, 

drew up a. reso]ution to the effect that the General Asaembly should not be 

aubjected to 11the capricH of •11.~ ndividu.al in the State and that it will 

not be proper i'or them to hold their HHion, 1b the towno/ Dover until the 

Levy Gort of Kent County or some other proper authority shall appropriate 

to their use the; chamcera in the 11:1id Owtt House." 

The state Senete--or Gounoil •• it •• then known ... --ret\teed to 

concur with the House reeolutio~, tut instead submitted a more specific and 

1trongly worded resolution ot it1 own. 

The Council resolution proc•eded to recommend to the Constitutional 
L 

~nvention (then si1:ting) that it eetablilhed the meetiny place of the Leg-

i■ le.tu re at IA.I.ck Creek Croae Road-. \lnl•ee some re•on•i ble authority of Kent 

~ounty explicitly assigned to the. -· .leaembly the room• originally int•nded for 
, ~ .... 

it■ u ae. le.ch cha.ml:er ref\a .. d t.;¥:'ooncur w1 th the r•eolution o.ffered by the 

other and adjourmient on •Y 5, 1792, Hf't ~ •t.ter atill unsettled. 

However, t: ,e differ eneee between the General Auembly and the She.riff 

were apparently soon reeolved fer the n•:irt General Aaeebly---the first 

held under the new Constitution o~ 179,--met. in the Court Houeo which 

continuec: as a dual purpoae building until 187, when 1t becallle solely the 

Stete Houae of Delaw~re. 

In 19'3, the Gel'l8r& l Aasemb ly again left the historic: old govern -

mental bulldinr on Dover- Oreen-.;_thh ti.me voluntarily s.nd peecefully. 

1910 11.nd aRtin in 1S'25-2( ), and ever-expanding state goYernment continued to 



outgrow the apace provided by the State House, and,.in the early 19}0' s 

eon1truction of the present Legisl&tiTe Hall (loeated some twc- blocks behind 

thi.9 buildinty) was begun. The .Oenel"al .le1embly, the governor, Hetutenant 

eovernor and the secretary or state, moved to the new building in 1933. 

Today, as we tour the tu1ld1ng1 w• will view plaques and pro•r~its 

that serve to recall the building'• hiri.~ric paet and, perhaps, thoee of you 

with sufficent imegination will reliTe momentarily thoee turbulant days---

170 years ago---vhen enraged legi■lator■ paoke, belo~ings and records and 

moved Delawe.re 1 s sent of ~overnment to~ tavern 12 mileB to the north. Just 

think, had a settlement not been reached we mir·ht well be celebrating Old 

Smyr• Daya t.hh week end. 

ITEMS OF INTEREST• 

LocatJ.on1 ~ l•f't an4 right of .f'ront entrance in 
htunda • 

!ronze Tablet,, Ine.cribed.··w1t-h Jlll.Dlel cf governor. of state of Del-

awa.re--1777 to .1955. heeident.1, 110t goTernore, were heeda of th• •tste from 

17n to 119,. 

Location• To lett. f&~ing 1taircaH in .Rotunda 
Merble Tab}~• Inscr ibed 1'1tll the niune• of diatin?',lished Delawre 

0£ficers in the Revolution; Alao members of the Cow,ention from Delaware who 

framed the Constitution of the Unit..• »t&te1. 

Looe.tio~p Ta leNe facing irt.aircaae in Rotunda 
~arbl e Tab l ets, I nacr ibet with names of the Signers of the Declar~ 

ation of Independence from the ete.te of Dela.ware . 

4. 
Location, Sout h Ball, Iii.et Wall 

Delawe.re State Portraiia, 

A. Three Governor■ t 

1.) Jo1bua Oli.ytcuu governorJ latt president, firat 
governor ot Dela,ar•• ,. . . 

2.) C.enr ~gue--tue ~dney, uphew of the Si,rner, 
dietin!',11•h•d euteemenJ novo-tiated early Latin 
American tt".-t.ies. 



3. ) Thonae Francis Bayaria U.S. Senator 1~< 9-85; Sec . 

of State under Cleveland ; 1st u.s, Arobosaator t o 

En,land; opposed Civil We.r , call e d h:iI!'self a Pet.1 ce De•• 

4. ) Cherlee Cl arke Stockley : Gover nor 

t .) Simeon S.lby hnnowill a Gover nor 

Looetioni louth it..11, West Wall 
J. Fivedlo•ernorsa 

1.) Aatbonr Higbs.1 No narne plate; U.S. Sens.tor 

2.) letu, Wood. Balla "o~wnor 

,.) Oharlea lor•rt 11.ller• Govaroor 

4.) Joha P. Cochran• Jl'onounoed OookJ'an; Governer 

6.) Ch&rlea Pollo llo name plate; Go.,ernor 

Looatioju Nonh Hatl, He.It. Wall 

l.) Sa.mel Whit•• u.s. S.ana.t.or 

2. ) Benjamin Thomas llu;s I Gover.nor 

~.) Rebert J'ehz Reynolds• Governor 

4. ) 0.oJ"p Rea.ii Sipr of DeUa.ration of l:ndependance 

and tN O.,,.ri.ltot1onJ • Cecil Co., 11,. _. l~er.· 

!5.; ). liehry La.timer• Surgeon in Contine11ts.l Arrey; u.·s. 

aepresentativ• and Senator · 

(.. ) 1'bomas Meieant 81g-nor: of the Ccnirtitution 

Locations ... th ffau,. Wert Wall 



D. One Governors 

No'tez 

1.) Robert Pyle R-0b~neon: Governor 

2.) John 1-'idcleton Olaytcn: Sec. o-:.' St:, te unr.er 

Ta~•lorJ nogoti&ted ClHytOR-:1.ulwer ';'reaty •;ith 
Nioar•e;ua, t he tready gave U. S. 0v to Latin Amedca . 

,. ) J&Dea Ashton Bayard, the e lc'.eri (l7t 7- ) ,C\1'5) U.S. 
Sena:tor; nog-otiat ed treoty t o end the. War of 1812 , 
·di•4 aoon after return to Dela . . 'ro!.1 s ship\;oe.rd illn•••• 

,a..) Jamee A•hton Be.yard, the younger: (1 799-1880) 
u. a. Bena.tor 

4.) Thoma.a P. llayarda U.S. Setl8tor lf.9- 85; Sec. 
It.ate under Cleveland;;let U.S. Ali.ibaeaator to 
lng.J t>p:po.o<: Civil War, Called himself Feac:e Demo. 

Bayard, the elder married. •~a. s.n.,tor.·Hi6bard Baaaatt', 
dau~hter, their aen Bayar4. , the youn9,r- hecan•e & tJ. S. Senator 
as ha.d hit father, aJld • • niill,Jlufl &OI\ l'ho!ll8 i F. Beye.rd and . 

hi n ~r-a.naeon, Thcme..1 . The h.zri17 re.~1n1 the longeet direct 

lin4'.cif t1 •. a. Semt•r• ia hi.tory. 

'l'hh i,ection of a. St&te -,llo>4se (~e ltort.b .!)all) which face• the 

Or••n 1• the oldest pe.rt of the b.uilding •.• notice the window above the entrance. 

It i• aaid to be an exact copy in meanreuftt, :etyle &nd eto., of one of the 

I 

v1ndew• (Palladian-type ) whioh •f be eeeaaa market place in Dover, England. 

(Retrece toward Rott.Inda, bee..r-inc 1.rt to .lnnex Hall ... to-we.rd the 
Tax Of'fice ). 

Loc&tion1 Annex Hall, left W..11 
E. Four Goyernorat 

l.) l~b lfe.lthaaa 

2.) VUliun Hem-7 H. Roaas Governor 

,. ) Preal•y S,ruance• • member of the Dela.ware Con-
8titut1on Coaffntion in 18,·1; U.8. Senator. 

4. ) .Pre.in Lea I OoYetnor 

, • ). • .to!m Hunn I Oo·Hrnor 

6.) Juaea Pom4ert Governor 

Location: .Annex Ball, Right Wall 
F. No Governora1 



l.) John Wales, U.S. Senator 

2.) Eli Saul.bury, U,S. Senator 

5. Rot unda 

A. Old Bell1 176,, older than Liberty 2'11J wae hunf here by Tho:naa 

'Rodney in 1770; we.1 UHd to a1nern.ble "the :::·reeholderr, 

of Kent at the Court Bouie in t he t o~n of Dover, to 

take into ocinsideration the Britieh Pnrli~ment in shutting 

up t he Port of Boaton,• rang out vigoursly to •nnounce 
the Declaration of Inci.pendence. 

B. Nanre Plates •Delo.ware," from Delo,are'" lai,t Eatt leship, said 

to have been t he firC ship to u■e the gyroacope. 

First oil-burner battlei,hi p, built in Norfolk, Va,, 
conun1e1ioned in 1910 in u•• until 192,. 8hip1 1 

1ilver ay be 1een at It.ate !<tl.eeam. 

Locat1onl hr~r State Library, door under step, 
• in ]fotunda. 

6. Former Stnte Library Portraits (por~r&ite wmbered from entrance 
into •tibrar y• f rom l ounge) 

l,) (~nmiag Beclte( Jr. r Sir nor of' Con■titution 

2.) Jebn V1n1ng, t.be 7ounger1 Member of Continental 
Cong:ree■ , u.a. Repreaonte.t1ve and SenatOl". 

,.) John D1ckinson1 Dickinson Ma:asion; Penman of the 
Revolution, pe«.&donyir,'A Pennsylvania Farmer,• 

,Wrote .A.rtiolee of Oonfederation; signed Constitut ion. 

4. ) Rear !dmiral Suuel Francis duPont 1 

5. ) Riobard f&ea.tt• Signed Oonati tution, U.S. Senator, 

tather--in-law of J8JD.es A.ahtc,n Be.yard.. 

6.) Peter St.uyTe■ant1 A governor of New Net herlands 
(now 4ew York and nuch of ooa.-t); reclaimed Dela 
for the n.tteb in 105 only to lost it to Eng., 1( ( 4. 

7. ) Niohola, Van Dyke Jr . 1 U.S. Senator 

8. ) William Penna at age 18, copy, ori ginal l n I nd~ 
pondenoe Hall , Pbila.: Governor of Pennsylvania ..• 
1Pe.nn1 ■ Wood■J 1 leid out Dover Green 1~ ,. 

9.) John Viningf the older• t'irst Chief Juatice of 
State Of Delawere 

10.) Henry 'Moo~• Ri4gely1 U.S. s ~nator and Representative 

11.) John htton• lajor General in Revoluti on, U.S. 
Repre .. ma.t.iye 



8. 

10. 

12.) Sir Thomae Weeta Lord de le Warr for who~ the 
etate wa11 na~!ed; Virginie. 1 a first Colonial gov­
et<nor. 

l;ri.) aThe Troops Leaving Dovei· Green• I in the summer 
of 1776, led by Col. John Hexlett, to join the 
Oontinente.l fo:rce11 under George We sl":inrton 0.t 

Valley Ferge (Col Hazlett di'~ not .teturn ... he 1-./,lS 
ordained in lrel•n~ 1 practiced ~edicine in Kent 
~nd commanded 1'ele:ve.re RegitIJent) 'l'his. peJ.nting 
we ·done'. t,y··Stahlpy • AHhl.lr is, a De·law!!'!r.e. art1,t, 
in 1915 for the St&te of Delaware. (It ia one of 
the Three 1-rge Hiltorice.l fainting on th,e we.lb 
of thi■ building). 

(Return t-o Rotunds, p&\lH at toot of ate.irwe.y, for view of f'amou s 
peJ.nting on stair landing . .. note beautiful huee.) 

Geor p:e Wuhington t Acquired by leg:\. ela ti ve ~-ct ion i.n 1800 e.a a 
'Memorial to the Pather of our Sountry9

•-­

by Deni• 1. Voloz•n. 

(Proceed to landing, turning right to R<itund~, eecono floor) 

Design Diaplayi State bui~ng• present e.nd future 

Location: S.Concl f'ollr, South He.11 1 Ee.st Wall 
Fa~oua Dolaware Statesmen Portrait• 

1. Two Governora1 

l.) Jame, .frank: Allee• U.S. Senator; Allae H~~•e on 
the Green. 

2.) WUlio DeHamel Denney: Governor 

,.) John Gillis Townsend Jr.z Governor 

Lo9•ty3u Second floot-, South Hall, bth \fall 
B. One Governors 

1.) Daniel Oren Ba1tinge1 State Judge and U.S. 
Send.er 

1No rutn:e plate 

'• ) f-et.er ll'oater 0.ueey I Governor 

4.) Jamee Boger1I Aothe in ri.ate af'f'aiu, wss Sec. 
of lte.t• ( Dole.ware.); Adj. Genera.I end Attny. Gen. ; 
Not to be confu.ej with James-.Ge.mbh Rogers, 1..rch,ttect; 

Supr eme C urt Room1 Colonial &rchit~ture and appointmente; decorated 
in 19'2~, 



11. 

12. 

A. Hrmd-carved Seal of state of Dele.wa-re, based on de1ir;n of l 79~, 
i-y students of the Erown Vocational School, 'wil!.: nr;t~n. Carved 
f~orr: e solid piece of 1Il8.hogany. 

r. Early dmerican tinware used for econee ( lightinr) on we lh. 

c. Lecturn raised or lowers to au.it the height o:' the presenting 
attorney to the Oourt. 

( '.l'o !!harp right, of Rotunda, fe.c'\.ng· the Green, enter f'ormer ~ureau of 
Vite 1 Ste.thties, .• big rooin iles.r Bou-d of iiealtb office, opens on 
:fr0nt mall. ) 

Former Senate Chambers Thie room we.• th& Senate Chamber used ~s 
such until 19,2 when Legislat.i ve Hall wee 
completed. 

A. Seal of Delawares R..._in• on tho wall from days when thia va.1 
ths;eenate Chamber. 

I. 111'he Crundeu•·, On the wot wall is the fe.m<>us painting which 
d•pid.s the .re.v-agee of the 'World War (I) and 
the irnpelling tpiri t that emtbled our soldiers 
~ enmre the aw· herd.ships they encoutrbel'!ed. 
It is enid the 1pirit1 seen in the right or the 
painting are tho•e of Joan d11.re, George Wash­
ington and X.fay.t.te. 'l'hi II I!lln 1 i• one of the 
three purchaeed by en e.ct of the Dele..-w&re Leg­
iralature. 

(Return to Rotunda, :t'a.ciag north, enter the l'ornier office of' the 
Insuunee Commiuioner, which 1• lclceted in th, front o'f' the 
building). 

Formsr Hou•e Chamber: Thie room &nd. other• in this are• were the 
louse Chamber• until the body meved to Leg­
ialat1T• Hall in 19,2. 

A. 11The Fir11t Day ot Pea1e•1 Thi• piral represents the surrender of 
Gen. Robert I. Lee!• Army at Appomnttox, 
Va. , on April 9, lA(-,. 'l'be nurd ,ra1 
plaoed. in the Houee of Representatives 
in May, 1922, as a maorial to Dela­
-.rea.pa participating in the,·6.vU War. 

B. The Artist Speaka-l Stanley M. !rtburs 'fhited the battlefield and 
vrot•• 1 1 Vieitecl the exact spot _where thia 
meetl.l'l&' o, bent and~ 1-ee ocour,ed. The b&.ck­
gound wat painted frorr. • 1ketch I made at 
thi• time. In the frontline of the. Army of 
the Poto••• llhich atood on th4-oppodte -ii.de 
ot th• ,unlcen road&• ah0wri"in the painting, 
wer e 0.1-aware troops. I think they were of' 
tbe J'ca.irth Dela.ware Regiment. On the hill­
side on th• left-11.a.nd side of the paitrt.ing 

I ' 
lheridan • ca,..alry wae encs.··,ped. N 

(IT'S CVQ ..• Y(ll.J MADE IT •• ~CONGRAIIJA'l'IONS! l ! ! t ! ! ! 1 ! ) 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
DIVISION OF HISTORICAL & CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

Hall of Records 
Dover, Delaware 

DELAW'ARE 1S OLD STATE HOUSE 
DOVER, DELAWARE 

The Second Oldest State House 
In Continuous Use In the United States 

The State House of Delaware, at Dover, was built 
on the site of the Kent County Court House erected in 1722. 
By 1787 the facilities of the Old Court House were no longer 
adequate for the needs of both the county court and the leg­
islature. In December of that year, the Levy Court of Kent 
County authorized Charles Ridgely~ Eleazer McComb, and Ne­
hemiah Tilton, the commissioners appointed to erect the new 
building, 11 to pull down th.e Old Coux-t House and use the hard 
bricks for the foundation of the new building as there was 
not sufficient money for a stone foundation. u Due to financial 
difficulties, which were solved by holding a State Lottery, the 
construction work was delayed and it was not until about April 
of 1792 that the building was opened at a cost of £2107:7:5. 
Three years later the General Assembly authorized the completion 
of the battlements, covering the roof with copper, erection of 
stone steps, paving in front of the building, the erection of 
seats in both houses of the Legislature, and paying a share of 
painting the building, all of which was accomplished at a cost 
of £404.:4:4½. 

Not until 1836 were other additions made to the 
State House. In that year a two-story and basement addition, 
forty by fifty feet, was erected at a cost of nearly three 
thousand dollars. These improvements provided an executive 
ch.amber, an office for the Secr•etary oi' State 3 and a library 
on the lower floor; committee rooms and an enlarged House 
Chamber on the second floor, 

As tho years passed the Kent County Court House eon~ 
tinued to be shared as a meeting place with the Leg:l.slature. 
The development of a more complex system of government re­
quired more office space for the growing departments. Fol .. 
lowing a conference with the Levy Court, relative to purchaa~ 
ing the State House from th.em, the Legislature in April of 
1873 purchased the building for f .if teen thousand dollars and 
appropriated additional funds for remodeling and equipping it. 
The f' irm of Manners, Fisher and Company completed the re ... 
modeling at a cost of about eight thousand dollars in August 
of 1874 and in December of that year all was in readiness for 
the inaugural ceremony of Governor John P. Cochran, on Janu­
ary 19, 1875. Th.e office arrangement at that time provided 
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for the Governor 1 s office on tbe north side of the :main 
building, the Secretary of state's off ice on the north 
aide, and the Lib11ary in the rear, while the offices of 
the State Treasurer and the Auditor were on the right and 
left of the main entrance. 

An addition of forty feet was added during the 
years 1895-1897 to the east wing previously built in 1836. 
This new extension provided larger quarters for the Governor, 
the Legislature, and other State offices. 

Aside from necessary repairs to the building, nothing 
was changed again until 1910 when the . south or library wing was 
built, at a cost of sixt,y-two thousand five hundred dollars. 
This fireproof wing greatly increased offjce space for the 
State departments and provided means for the preservation of 
the records. At the same time the original portion of the 
State House was r estored as it had been prior to 1874, when 
many of its fine architectural features were erased and a 
mansard roof was added. It is interes ting tha t the money for 
the restoration came from the Federal Government as the in­
terest on the money advanced by Delaware during the War of 
1812. 

The next change to the State House was in 1925-
1926 when the three-story fireproof annex was built connect" 
ing with th.e east side of the old building. Q This was built 
and equipped from an apPropriation of $150,000. It accom­
modated the State Bank Coimnissioner, State Highway Departrrent, 
the State Board of Education, the State Board of Health, the 
Chancellor, and the State School Tax Commissioner. Thereafter, 
additional space for government operations has been provided 
by separate buildings, mos t of them arranged in a Capitol Com-­
plex, with the Old State House and Legislative Hall. aa its 
focal points. A few are at scattered sites. In 1933, when 
Legislative Hall was opened, the chambers and anterooms of tbs 
Legislature were changed to offices. At the erune time the 
off ices of th.e Governor and the Secretary of State were moved 
to the new building. Another rearrangement of offices was 
me.de in the spring of 1939 when the Secretary of State's of­
fice, the Corporation and Franchise Tax Departments, and the 
State Archives were moved from the State House to the new 
Hall of Records. 

During 1967 and 1968 the south or library wing ot 
the Old State House, built in 1910, was extensively remodelled 
at a cost of three hundred ninety thousand dollars. The main 
section was converted to a Supreme Court Building, occupied in 
September, 1968. The rotunda and pillared porch., which had . 
connected the south wing with the original structure, were 
removed. The for~er State Library reading room behind these 
was retained as the present one-story, recessed portion of the 
building. 
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THE DELAWARE STATE HOUSE 

by L. deValinger, J"r. 11/30/32 
Sel!ovid 

The State House at Dover, the"oldest in the Country still 

in use as such, was built on the site of the Kent County Court House 

erected in 1722. In December of 1787, the Levy Court of Kent County 

authorized Charles Ridgely, Eleazer McComb end Nehemiah Tilton, the 

Comm.issioners awointed to erect the new building, to pull down the 

old Court House and use the hard bricks tor the roundation of the 

new building as there was not sufficient money for a stone foundation . 

This building was canpleted about April of 1792, at a cost of £2107:7:5. 

Contrary to tradition, the bricks used in this building were manufactured 

near Dover and at Wilmington as is shown in the bills or materials 

purchased. 

On February 9, 1?95, the General Assembly authorized the 

placing of copIJer on JJart of the roof, completion of the ba.ttlement s ~ 

the erection of stone steps, paving in front of the building, the 

erection of seats in both houses of the Legislature and to share in 

the painting or the building, which was acoomplished at a cost of 

£404:4:4 1/2, under the supervision of Robert Clark and King Dougall . 

Robert Clark in his report of January 5, 1796, states that King Dougall 

refused to serve and the whole business fell upon Clark. 

Charles Marim, Thomas Davis and William Herdman were a~pointed 

January 2?, 1835, to a legislative commit tee with the intent ion of 

determining the expediency of enlarging the Assembly chambers and 

providing a room for the library. A. favorable report was returned and 

in 1836 a two-story and basement addition,.forty by fifty feet, was 

erected at a cost o~ about three thousand dollars. These improvements 

provided an executive chamber, secretary's of•fice, and library on the 

lower floor and cornmi t tee rooms on the Ul)per floor in add 1 t ion to 

enlarging the House Chamber. 



From the time the Legislature was moved to Dover from New 

Castle, pursuant or an act passed October 28, 1?79, Kent County shared 

its quarters with the Legislature. The building was so crowded that 

it was necessary to rent a house near the Green to :provide quarters 

for -the Recorder of Deeds and Register of Wills. At ano-ther time the 

recor·ds of the Deeds Office were kept in a locked box in the hall of 

the State House. In 1792, the Constitutional Convention met at the 

State House, but as the Legislature and the Levy Court were both in 

session, the Convention adjourned to the Presbyterian Church. The 

use of the same building by the State and the County continued until 

the Legislature appointed a Committee on Public Buildings in 1873, 

which reported that it was for the best interests of the State and 

of Kent County that the title or the building should be vested in 

the State, and then conferred with 1:he Levy Court of Kent County 

to discuss the terms of purchase. On April 3, 1873, the Legislature 

passed an act appropriating fifteen thousand dollars, which was the 

figure set by the Levy Court, which sum was to be used for the erection 

of a new Kent County building. This same act provided for an additional 

appropriation of twenty thousand dollars to be used for the purchase 

and rearrangement of the building so that it would be suitable for 

transacting the Ste. te ts business. The commissioners a:ppointed to 

superintend the rearrangement of the building were:- William M. Shake­

speare, c. c. Stoakley, Leander F. Riddle, Lewis Thompson, Hugh Martin 

and John Van Gasken. In August of 18?4, Manners, Fisher & Company 

comDleted the remodeling at a cost or about eight thousand dollars, 

and in December of the same year the new furnishings were in :place and 
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ready for i:h.e official inauguration ceremony of Governor John P. 

Cochran, on January 19, 1875. According to the office arrangement 

at tba t time the Governor was on the north side of the main building, 

the Secretary of State's office in the south, and the Library in the 

rear, while the offices of the State Treasurer and the Auditor were 

on the right and left of the main entrance. 

A number of improverrents were made to the State House 

beginning in 1895. By an act of Legislature or that year, a committee 

was appointed to superintend the construction of an addition to the 

State Library, by extending the east wing of the building forty feet; 

the cost not to exceed ten thousand dollars. This extension was 

finished by the fallowing session of the Legislature, and in 1897 t 

a committee was appointed "to make necessary changes, improvements 

and alterations in the interior arrangement of the State House and 

repairs to the same," at a cost not exceeding eight thousand dollars. 

It was necessary at the next session of the Legisl~ture to authorize 

an additional appropriation of $4,467.19 to pay the balance due on 

the work begun the previous year. Another act of Legisl~ture ma.de in 

1897, provided for repairing the roof, repainting the building, and 

refurnishing its different offices and halls, at a cost not exceeding 

three thou.sand dollars, Upon the completion of this work, the 

Legislature passed, on June 1, 1898, an act "assigning the rooms in 

the State House to certain public officers." In accordance with this 

act the second and third floors were reserved for the exclusive use 

of the Legislature, the two rooms at the northwest corner for the 

Governor, the room on the north side adjoining the Governor's offices 

to the State Treasurer, the three rooms and fire-proof vault at the 
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southwest corner to the Secretary of State, the room on the oo uth 

side adjoining the Secretary of State's offices to the Auditor or 

Accounts, the next room on the south side adjoining the Auditor of 

Ace oun ts was a_s signed to ttl. e Jud 1 c iary o-f the state , the room on the 

south side adjoining the Judiciary Chamber and to the east was reserved 

f <r the State Librarian, and the east wing , as extended, was for the 

State Lib~ary. 

This arrangement oontinued until 1910, when, pursuant to 
l')Y ;,G>'-\ttr 

an act of the Legislature, the Librar7. wing was cc:mpleted. This act, 

which waa approved April 5, 1909 1 ap~ointed a commission composed 

of Simeon s. Pennewill, Preston Lea, Thomas M. Monaghan, Alexander P. 

Corbit, Alvin B. Connor, Ebe w. Tunnel, Timeothy E. Townsend, ~arnes 

F, Lafferty and Thomas o. Cooper to supervise the erection of this 

addition. The sum of sixty-two thou.sand five hundred dollars was 

appro~riated for this fireproof administration and library addition 

and it was to be com~leted by January 1, 1911~ 
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Scharf II History !! Delaware,, .J. Thau Scharf 

p. 1052 • 1722 .. A c..OIU'thoua• built on pre1ent Stau Nous• atte. 
ibtd 1753 • "public offlcesh pat• tor. 
ihlcl Narcb 29, 1775 .. Cou.rt House lot, and Lott f27 and 30 v .. ied la 

Truateas. 
lbicl O.ceaber 14, 1776 .. Mr . .Roaey, u ne of th• COlllliHlonen for building 

the Court House, chara•d wlth IOO by County Tna1uror. 
lbtd February 23, 1779 • John lullen paid 500 f,n repain to court houe. 
i~id May 12, 1777 • Dover aade capitol. 

p .. 1033 - 1717•88 • Coutsalonen appointed to prepare a plan fn aew Court 
House, Genenl A11ably requestln& accoaodatlons there. 

May 21, 1781 - C011111issi•or1 agne to As1embly request ud a1k 
an approprlattoa. 

June .z .. 1788 ... Meurlal Nfued becauae of la~k of funds. 
Jt1110 S, 178& - Mea911 froa urrtaa• and tavem 1icon1e1 applie4 

to cc.pletloa of court house. 
July 29# 1791 • Letter, authorised, procee4s to be applied to 

••titting up an.t preparing chub on in the new Caurt Houe •••• 
for tb.e accoaeclatioa and ncejlft• of the Geaenl Al1nbly ... " 
Offlee ln tile •outh-eut corner also for l•atslatlve ••. 
llealsten office, M.W. corn•r, Re1l1ter l• Chancery. N.I. 
come~; Protllonatazy, 1.w., and 1l•c:order, •••• Couru ln 
the lntervenin11pau. Le1l1lattve cbUlbers on ••cOlld 
fleor. 

January 11, 1192 • Office at•••• conor to be p,repued for Auditor 
ef Accounts. 

May J, 1792 - ll'ief HYe i• Sayrna la course of quanel ovei' 
accffl to As1eably'1 nou la the court houae, needed for 
workmen. 

January 2s. 17'4 .. Levy Court ,-tition of the lo1l1latun for 
nt.llbunement of cost of flttlq up the Cou.n Hou• for the 
use of Ge Aaa•bly. 

P•bruary 9. 11,s.- IA&blature authon.1ed a copper roof, coapletion 
of bat Ueanu, erection of atone 1tq•, a4 palnt.1n1. 

January 27. HJS - com.ltte• appointed re ealar1ln1 the A11nably 
· chaaben and provt.dJ.na a library. -

.. . UJ6 • Two-atny and bu••••t addltlO'll, 40 ,,. x 50 ft. 
providina eucuttve c:buber. tecntary'a offtee, and library 
on aata floor. C01.'1•1tt•• rooas ano. 

April J, 1873 - State ptn"Ckas•• County title; preamble of enlbl1ne 
act cit•• poor condttlOII of th• bu.tld.laa• then•. 

p. 1034 - Au1u,t, 1874 - contract of atann•r•. Pi.sher 4 Co., for recont'tructlon 
CoaplGted, 

Deeeaber, 1174 ... ltefumtsh:lq c011pletecl; Gevemor•• It.on la north 
of the uta bulldiq, hcretuy of State tn ffl«h, ltbrary ia 
rear, Tnuurer and Au.dlter oa rl1ht ud lefi of utn entrance. 



Cored ti, pp. S17-589 Histop: of the State of Delaware 
Suraauy o siileTacts, allaott in .... order, and oft••n i• 
1laUar wordiag, 

ll •van IJ, pp. 142 ... ••aarr of Scharf•• iolata whit aothiq ad.41 tional. 

Official Insignia Of Delaware 

1122 • Pnvlw, CCNl't bauae ft 1lte •utlt. 
1781, December .. Co•11isslnon authorlud to puU down th• old court heuae 10 

get hard •rlck for foundation. 
c. Aprll, 1792 - Occuple4; total catt 2107i7z5, 
1795 ... battle•enu - copp•r 1heatblna roof. •to1ul 1t-,s, pavina la fnat of 

buildlna .. eacUoa of ••au la both houses of 1eat1lature, and a 
•~•re of th• paintina, pnriad for at a total coat of 404;4;4 1/2 

1836 .. Two-no..,, an.cl buement addltlon, 40 ft.. x $0 ft, coett.na about 3,000.00, 
pl'OVided executive dt•ber. office for Secretary of State. llbraJY 
(aatn floor) and comatt~•• roau and nJ.arged Houe Cbaber above. 

li7J• April - Punhated l,y State at SU,000. 
1874~ Au,mt • Reao4e1lla1 cocpleted by ltalmen. Plaher I Co. N1n1al'd roof 

substituted. 
1874, December .. R•fufflbblna ccaplet•d; office arraaaoHnt aa cite4' la 

111S-97 ~ lfttr,tq Blended 40 feet. acc0111Dodatin1 Covenor. Leglslatun 
ancl ether eftlcen aore adequately 

1910 • South. (Llbraq) wlaa orected; •xterior of ori1t••l 1eetion restored 
to pre-1874 appearanc•• 

1925-26 • Thn•••to~ annex bldll 
1953 - Reanan1ement of offices (unap■cifled) 
1931 - Further nunnaelllODt. 

~ Calendar of Rid;ely Pully IAttert 

Vol, I, p. JOS, Jue 11. 1797, a Quaker Meotin,, 1ufficteatly crowdN to 
be llDC•tortaltl•• recently held in tile State Hen••, p. 290 allwtea 
to death of Charle• Ridgely followina an accident at the Cewt 
House (Sept. 20, 171&) [S.• a110 v1,. Stat. Vol. 17. p. 1'4]. 

Vol. II, p. 197 ... Funeral 1erw.on of Dr. Robert Wiltbank preached at State 
liOUII• (llt'llticmed ta letter of Ju. JJ, 25. lllS). 
p. 283 - C-.ltt•• of yo-, alrl• appointed to ftlmlsh au.sic nd 
deceratieu for Incle~dt•c• Day.June 21. 11Jli 
p. 211 - a 1peaker aeatlen,ed- c. Jan. llSJ. 

Vol, Ill - p. 1so - alluicn to c•r• ale1 at reint•rn•nt of Col. U..Slet -
J1111, 21. Ju• 2,~ 1141 [we letters] 
p. 179 • 4th of July plans - Joly 2, c. 1a•6. 
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t'lh• Nlawan State Houseu, by Leon deVaUnger, Jr., pub. in Daughters !!!_ 
!!!.!, American Revolution Maga.sine., Oecnber ltJ.4. 

Secend olde1t still in ue u a State Roue. 
1722 ~ Pndee••••~ orected. 
Deceaber. 11117 • Need C011111laal••n •powen4 to raae bulld:1na aad 1&1n.s• 

hal'cl brick for foandatian of n• stl'IICture. 
c. April. 1112 - coapl■tecti brick• ■anufactured near Dover and at WUalngton. 
Pabru•.ry t. l 1tS - C..nl As•111l>ly avthorlHd plaelng copper oa pal"t of 

roof~ COIDpleting batt1emont.~ enctiac sto.a• 1tep1, paving in front 
ot \..tldtnn. orcctloa of se1ti1 la both cb&lllben, and 1harin1 
painttna cosu. •<M/4/4 1/2 

Juuary 27, UJS - Cm11ltt••, appolatecl re enlaralaa Atsembly ch••n an, 
• a4dlnft Liltnf'Y [Need] • -

1136 - 1'110-1tol'Y lftd haeerient addition 40 ft. x SO ft. - c. SS,000 
Provided executlv• chm1bar, secretary's offtee, llbary [lat floer],. 
eaadttft t'OOII\I and enlarged Mouse chube~ above. 

April 3, 1873 • $20,000 •pproprtated to-r purchase of sit• an4 narranaement 
ol bui14ln8 • 

>.uauet. 1874 • Capleted remodellina (Mannen 7 Pbher 6 Co.); 
Oece111bar, 1874 - lefuml1hlna- c-,leted. 
1895 • Eu~ vln1 extended foTty feet; ($10,000) 
June 1. 1891 ... Rooas nas■lped by law: 2ad 4 bd floor• for Assn'bly oaly; 

twa roams II n.w. cones- for Gavenon; acljaeenl roa., Tnat•n~; 
thne roOIIS and fireproof vault at•••• comer for Secretary of 
State; adjacent rooa • 1outh to Awlitn; -next~ Judida.-,r Chamber; 
•Ht ving as extndM fo-r 5tate Librartaa ud the Llbr•TY• 

Tnnacript [typed) et t.lle Report ot th• Conle1ton,n far luilcllq a Court 
ttou.e. dated Dec•bn lS)., 17&7. This allud•• to a eontraet for 
brick al'roady let; aa accouat of recelpt• aacl expendttun1 toad4tred~ 
ncoaaendatlon for ra1tn1 ill• Court House and office buildla1 to 
obtain the hard 'bl'ick for the toundaties ef the new; in llddition 
to the •fboazda and. plank cbarged la th• AccOUllt r•aclered., th• 
C~issioaen have contraeted for Si•t•en thousand fe•t aon of 
different kind.9 now in souonln& to be d6liv•n4 at t~• forest 
landina ln April ••xt. wbtdl, with what la alr•adY pl'OV1d.ei.t. tl\e1 
pnsuae will be aufllulat fci,r th• work.0

• Scantliq still to be 
orden«l; lime to be ordffed for early ap'l'lna:; 

• "Tile COW1baionere now 111bith • plan f,n ttl• New Court Meuae,. alxtr feet 
ln froat ud forty fHt in depth (•xelmtY■ of the low wiaclow) to 
which doubtless tome improv0111dta ••Y bo ncle. If (hiatus la 
orialna!] th• building were fNt Ions it wwld ~otter 1ult 
the pUS"pose for vblch it ls deaianed, u th• J"eou ta•ended for 
th• SeHiou of th• two branches of the Leablatun would theu 
ad■lt of Gall6ri•• for•• wdi•ce when ill• doors wen peraltted 
'to be opa." 

Cutified ■anuscript eopy, •ad• April 16, 1873, of "An A.ct to provtd• fctt' 
th• •~qul1itlon of th• entire title to the State Capitol and for 
npalrla, th• •am• ud for other purpoaH .. " 

Petition for appointment •f • trust•• eOIDpetent to pue tltle to tlle lot to 
tlle State of Delaware. 

llatlflcatl011 b1 Ch.• Levy Court. 
Account•, State Heuao Coatdtt••~ 1135-lll6. • ... , 1everal •f the cratu•n 

and :ladict.t•• local ori11n of the briek1 use4 la this llr1t 
••dition. 



Report of the Co111dss1on•1's under the Act .• "to provide aultable roonts for 
tll• leebla.ture of thb State. 0 Juae 15, (1836]. 
"They hav• erected a 1>utldlng 40 feot by 13 lee't ln the ~loar, 
iwe stories blgb, with a square roof at rlaht anal•• with and 
jotn•d to the roof of tae Court Houle. Th• U'brary roo11 aad 
secretary•, offho, on ih• fl.rat floor, ue ready for tho 
plaistorer1 and the Repre,oatatlves chubet', above, can be 
tiaished except the plal1terin1 in twowou ... and they believe 
that for either "orkunship oi- ■atorial it will ca.pare favorably 
vlth the olJ builclina of whtch it fol'llts a part .. , • •1 Contracts 
wen lot 01\ bld.. ''Th• bdcks WdH l'J.&d• ud buned by the 
C01U.1i1stonon by whidi a eonat4eraolo 1avlng wu effected la thl1 
bapOffant item." A turthn app..opriatio11 for fumuhing is 
nquostod. 

Report of th• Coal ttee apPointed to exuiao th• aecounta of tho Court Howse 
CO!l111lisston~r• - Pebrua~ lJ. 1937. 
Accounu approved and 'llfork c:omm•nded, Recoamonds that the balance 
of $73.81 and a nov appropriatiOA of $316.19 be ued for ..,c•pletln1 
t he l•pravaMntt in the Library, for blinds fer th• Hall and 
p11Vll!IH~nt~ etc. •1 

Report of the Co.A1ds1lenen to th• General A1.snbly_. Febtuaq s. 11J9. 
ln accorcla.nc• wlih a Joint resolution of Pebruary 18, 1137. $390.00 
wu made available fo-r "ceplctting iflprovc:monta, procurlaa blinds. 
cutalna toijttcture1. etc. th• 1wa, except for SlS.38, ha• ben 
expended la pun:hases fr• Sipple and Pena.ewlll; Pennnill. Clarke 
aad. Company ands. w. Hanington. lteius not iaventoYied. Asb 
fiD.al audit. • (S.M. Hanlnatoa, C. n. Sipple, w. I. Lockwoo4) 

Account, 1762, k•nt County to Jobn Clayton "Pn Sund1')' Di1~ur1oant1 in 
npairlng '110 Covrt Hou.e. u ltuistd, 
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ST A TE OF DELAWARE 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
Hall of Records 

Dover, Delaware 19901 

REPORT ON THE OLD STATE HOUSE RESTORATION 

DR. RONALD M. FINCH 
DIRECTOR 

Prepared for the Daughters of the American Revolutio.n Convention, March 1 1 1974 

THE OLD STATE HOUSE: A BRIEF HISTORY 
Delaware's Old State House was built between 1787 a11d 1792, near the site of an earlier 

Kent County Court House on the east side of the public square. The building was designed by 
Alexander Givan and built by Delaware and Philadelphia craftsmen. The structure originally 
contained both county and state offices, legislative chambers and a courtroom. Distinguishing 
exterior features included a half-octagonal rear bay and a flat-topped copper-sheathed roof. 
Inside, four massive wooden columns dominated the first-floor courtroom. A large staircase in 
the frort of the building led to a passageway and galleries on the second story. An enclosed stair 
served the attic. 

In 1835, a wing was added to the rear, expanding the courtroom and providing more office 
space and a larger chamber for the House of Representatives. When the county moved to a new 
courthouse in 1873, the State House was completely remodelled. The original roof was removed, 
the courtroom was divided into offices, and all the windows were altered. A large brick tower was 
buUt on the front, and a new third story was added under the mansard roof, About twenty years 
later, another wing was added to the rear. 

Between 1909 and 1912, the State House was again remodelled, The Victorian exterior was 
replaced with a Georgian facade and roof that resembled the original. The Victorian interior trim, 
plaster and flooring remained. A new wing was added to the south. Again in 1925, the interior 
was redecorated and still another wing was added to the rear. After the legislature moved to 
Legislative Hall in 1933, the State House was again remodelled to serve as an office building. In 
1968, the south wing was renovated. When state offices moved to the Townsend Building in 1972, 
rc:gtoration work began. 

1:.F:.iiTORATION RESEARCH 
The architectural firm of McCune Associates, formerly Pope, Kruse, and McCune, was 

engaged to oversee the design of the restoration. The late Albert Kruse served as consultant during 
the critical early stages. The professional preservation staff of the Division of Historical and 
Cultural Affairs, under the supervision of Edward Heite, undertook an exhaustive program of 
documentary and architectural research. 

Many of the bills and other construction documents have survived and are in the Delaware 
Archives collection at the Hall of Records. Other public records, also in the Archives, give clues 
to the building changes, dimensions of rooms, and other details. The research staff has been 
compiling these scattered documents into a meaningful 11bill of materials" for the original building. 
Other records, including newspaper accounts, records of repairs, letters, drawings, and legislative 
minutes, have yielded further information regarding the structure1 s original appearance. 

The architects have stripped away the Victorian interior fittings, as a first step toward the 
restoration. Partitions, flooring, panelling, and plaster have been removed in the search for evidence 
that has been buried in the walls. Nearly all the removed materials were installed during the 1873-74 
and later renovations; no original materials have been taken out. For the first time in a century• the 
detail!~ rif tht> original interior are available for study~ 
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Under and around the building, archaeologists have been excavating in search of buried 

evidence. On the side walls, the archaeologists have found footings for the original side doorways. 

In the basementt they have uncovered chimney bases and evidence for the original cellar doorways, 

Thanks to a coordinated documentary and architectural research programt the restorers 

can faithfully recreate the floor levels t the trim, the openings and the original roofline. Reserach 

continues, seeking further details that will help to make the State House restor:~tion a significant 

monument to Delaware history. 

THE PROFESSIONAL RESTORATJON STAFF 

In order to carry out the research project, the Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs has 

assembled the largest and most qualified restoration research staff ever to work in Delaware. Pro­

fessional researchers, on the staffs of both the architectural firm and the state, are maintaining 

strict control over the details that will go into the restoration. The supervising architect, John F. 

McCune III, has more than 25 years' experience, much of it in the restoration of historic buildings. 

Edward F. Heite, who is directing research for the state, has been a professional historian for ten 

years; he was formerly archaeologist for the State of Virginia. William Harkins, an architect with 

more than ten years' experience is the architectural researcher for the McCune firm. Joan Norton, 

the supervising archi,.tectural historian on· the Division staff, was trained in the Columbia University 

graduate program in restoration technology. Sue Fox, a researcher on the project, was formerly a 

member of the research staff of Colonial Williamsburg. Sally Schwartz, the other research associate, 

is a recent honors graduate of the University of Delaware, with experience in primary research. 

RESTORATION GOA LS 
When the current project is completedt the State House will be returned to its original 

appearance, ins ide and outt as nearly as modern scientific restoration techniques can attain. The 

later wings will be removed, The building will be open as an historic exhibition, but it will also 

serve as Delaware's ceremonial capitol. Meetingst ceremonial court sessions, holiday observances, 

and similar state functions will be held in the building, so that America's second oldest s tate house 

will continue to play an integral part in the community it has served for nearly two centuries. 

FINANCING 
The General Assembly has appropriated $750,000 toward the restoration. This sum has been 

supplemented by two grants from the National Park Service, under the National Register of Historic 

Places program authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. The present 

session of the General Assembly has been asked to provide additional funds that will enable the 

Division to demolish the later wings and restore the State House to its original solitary grandeur. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
The State House restoration is under the general supervision of the Director of the Division 

of Historical and Cultural Affairs, Dr. Ronald M. Finch. Group tours may be arranged by 

calling the Historic Preservation Section at 678-4564. 
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·oAVID I'. ANDERSON, President 

GEORGE M. FISHER, Vice-President 

HENRY P. CANNON, 11, Secretary 

MRS. EDWARD W COOCH 

MRS. HENRY RIDGELY 

MRS. J, WHEELER CAMPBEU 

STATE OF DHLA'\-VARE 

PUBLI:C ARC HIV.mi, COM MISSION 

DOVEU 

May 26, 1960 

Mrs. Henry Ridgely 
The Green 
Dover, Del aware 

Dear Mrs. Ridgely: 

Leon deVolinger, Jr. 

Shte Archivist 

At your request we have examined the Laws and 

legislative Journals for the extant data concerning the 

alterations made in the State House in 1873 and its 

restoration in the period 1909-1911. We have also examined 

these sources for any additional material which might 

appear for Governor Charles Miller's administrationo 

We are enclosing a summary of our findingso We 

hope the material may prove helpful 0 

LdeV-vs-jb 
Enclosure 



Delaware State House Alterations 
1873-1911 

Governor Ponder 1 s message, delivered January 7, 1873 included 

a paragraph entitled "Public Buildings", in which "the attention of the 

Legislature is invited to the condition of that part of the public 

building used for the State Library and the Secretary of State's Offices". 

The Governor pointed out that the Library room was becoming too crowded 

for the preservation of the State 1 s increasingly valuable collection of 

books; and that 11 the office of the Secretary of State is not such as 

comports with the dignity of the State or furnishes proper accommo-

dations for the discharge of the duties of that office." He urged that 

the current session provide suitably for the two agencies. 

On January 29, 1873 a point resolution, after alluding to the 

Governor's message and the fact that 11 it is obvious to all the con­

dition of the State property is most deplorable, unworthy of the people 

of Delaware, and far worse than that of the property of any respectable 

citizen" appointed a joint committee of eight to cons.Ider the message, 

examine the property, and report the results with recommendations for 

action. 

On February 19 the committee reported, recommending that the 

State purchase the County interest at $15,ooo; on March 11 a Joint 

resolution appointing five members to draft appropriate legislation was 

adopted and appended to the report. Those on the original Joint 

committee were Charles C, Stockley, Leander f. Riddle, William M~ 

Shakespeare, Hugh Martin, John Hickman, Williams. Sheldrake, John 

Van Gaskin, and Lewis Thompson. 
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A bill was subsequently prepared, introduced, and, on April 

3, 1873, passed. The full text appears in Laws Of Delaware, volume 14, 

pages 329-333. It is summarized below: 

A major portion of the Act concerns the details of trans­

ferring title of the County's interest to the State, a procedure compli­

cated by the fact that certain hereditary trustees proved to be non~ 

resident minors. Of the building itself it said: 

"And whereas it is deemed advisable that the State should 
own the entire premises aforesaid, to the end that the 
building thereon, which are now falling to decay, maybe 
repaired and properly remodelled, if necessary, refitted 
and refurnished for the use of the State exclusively. ••• 
And whereas it is important that the building aforesaid 
should be properly and suitably repaired and otherwise 
improved, refitted and refurnished as aforesaid for the 
use of the General Assembly, the Governor, Secretary of 
State, State Treasurer, Auditor of Accounts, and the State 
Library •••• " 

A fund of $15,000 was appropriated to purchase the County's rights, 

and another of $20,000 to make the necessary improvements in the State 

House. 

For the latter project C. C. Stockley, William M. Shakespeare, 

Leander F. Riddle, Lewis Thompson, Hugh Martin and John Van Gasken were 

appointed commissioners. 11They shall have all needful power therefor, 

including the rearrangement of the interior of the building as to its 

present uses, as well as alterations in the body of the whole. D O o 
11 

Bids were to be let to the lowest responsible bidder, and a report and 

financial accounting submitted to the ensuing General Assembly. 

The Journals of 1875 show that the report was made, accepted 

by the two chambers, and enrolled, but unfortunately it ls not printed. 

Bills for $21,877.34 were honored for 11State Capitol Improvement . " 

In 1907 an expenditure of $5000 was authorized and spent for 

alterations and repair, but Governor Preston Lea reported on January 17, 



1909 in his final Message at the opening of the 1909 session that "the 

congested condition of the Law Library has not been relieved; on the 

contrary has grown more serious~, and urged a separate Law Library 

Building and a vault for the Secretary of State, whose safe was scarcely 

adequate for current business and who could take no proper care of [older) 

State records in his custody. 

The preliminary action on the Governor's suggestion is not 

clear, but it obviously included a proposal for demolition, for on 

January 25, 1909 the following letter was read into the record. It 

appears in the House Journal, page 138: 

"Dr. Thomas Cooper: 

Dear Sir: 

Before .taking final action upon any measure which may 
be introduced toward replacing our present State House 
with a modern structure ••• we beg you to consider the 
restoration of the present building, which has so much 
of historic interest attached to it, to its original 
appearance as shown on the enclosed postal card. 

"This building can be restored and an adequate fire­
proof library added to it in the rear or at one side at 
a moderate cost. 

non behalf of a committee representing the Patriotic 
Societies of Delaware: 

Mr .. John Bancroft 
Mr. Thomas f, Bayard 
Dr. John P. Wales 
Judge Charles B. Lore 
Mrs. Preston Lea 

Mrs. 
Mrs. 
i\H ss 
Mrs. 
Mrs. 

Willard Saulsbury 
Charles R. Miller 
Sophia Waples 
Peterson-Speakman 
Hen ry Ridge 1 y, Jr • " 

On April 5, 1909 an Act published in Laws Of Delaware, volume 

25, pages 6-7, created a commission to build a fireproof administration 

and library building and make alterations on the existing State House. 

Its appropriation was $65,500. It had broad discretion in the assign­

ment but was forbidden to raze the State House . 

The House Journal of 1911, pages 773-778 contains a report 

of the Commission, setting for the events of the biennium in some detail . 
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It had met first on April 29, 1909, elected its officers (S. s. Pennewill, 

Preston Lea and A. P. Corbit), and arranged for surveying the lot, 

''clearing the Jump property~ and ascertaining the needs of the various 

offices. Subsequently the architectural plans of Edward L. Tilton had 

been accepted, and a contract for the work let. Although the full 

exterior restoration could not be undertaken within the available 
~~ 

appropriation, t-he unusually advantageous bid was accepted through the 

intervention of private citizens. Mr. Henry Ridgely and Mr. James H. 

Hughes had appeared before the Commission, urging immediate completion, 

and offering to accept personal responsibility for a share of the 

additional sum, about $6000, which was needed; subsequently they secured 

some sixty additional guarantors and expressions of approval of the 

proposal from any interested citizens. The original contractor failed 

to complete the work within the specified time with reasonable extention; 

the construction was completed through arrangements with his bondsman, 

This second contractor commented on the good quality and low price of 

the work the State had secured. 

Within the period of Governor Charles Millerls administration 

(1913-1917), we have found no evidence of any structural changes. There 

were appropriations for general maintenance, and for SP-curing portraits 

and murals, and also an assignment of quarters. Nothing else is indexed 

under "state House» in either the Laws or the Journals . 



MINUTES re STATB MOOS& FURNISHINGS -
[Miscellanoous Itees) 

Council To Uames Col•an for mak\ng a writlaa deik for Council Chacb•r 
p. UlS u .. s-o 
Oct. 1s, 1791 Tu Chrbtopher Horton. for 18 amed chain 10-2-6 

Coun.eU 
p. 1277 
lifa)',1792 

1791-Jan. P• 

Tbat an o?1klr ••• b• drawn .•• in £avor of John White, of Wilminaton. 
for the sum ol five pounds. f1ve sbillini•• for matini a 
pair of venetian bl.inds for forty-U.ght window, •ire•able to 
the direction of John Gordou. deceased. for the chamber in 
the Court House at Dover." 

41 .. Whittington Draper for Mkin1 a case with 96 Pii•on tiolet aud 
other convanience,i to hold books and papor. for tho use of the 
Auditor•s offi~e - s-10-O (disallowed.); also 200 ft. plu• and 
cedar bo.trd, lS s~ingle•, aai.ls, screws. l~ks, hinaes, bol&s, 
sprigs for case. 2-0-06•alsu ditallowod. 

H.J. p. 13. balance due Christopher HortOA for :Z4 anted Wlnd9or chaiT• S-S-0; 
1191 p. 55, Goorge Rowen, tor a laqe coveTed wrltint desk for th• 
0 et. House l• lo-3; Chrlatoph•r li~ton for 24 Windsor i;hairs for tho 

Uooao. a.s.o. 

H.J. - p .. 214 - Item in al!~<>unt, HCarpet for Senate Chuber, $63.10, 
1832 



LEVY COURT DOCKETS (From books in 
basement vault) 

April 1851 #360 - $30.00 for painting and fitting up the Levy Court room. 
365 - $3,00 A. Todd for his o£fice. 

November 1851 394 - H. Todd, Clerk of the Court, ordered to comply with City 
::,:.; lY;vaf Dover order "in respect to laying down pavements, 

placing stone steps and £lagstones at and contiquous to 
the county property, 11 and authorized to make necessary 
payments. 

February 1852 #91 - Sperm candles fox the court $5.00 (John McDowell}. 
#92 - County pile drivGr disassembled and stored in the State 

House cellar , 

March #249 - S. C. Lethcrbury for taking care or court house, $50.00. 

November #383 - $20.00 appropriated for painting Levy Court Room. 

1853 
March 

October 

1854 
March 

1855 
February 

March 

April 

1856 
February 

#213 - Repairs on Levy Court Room, $10.39. 
#268 - Samuel C, Letherbury, $50.00, one year's pay as Keeper 

of the Court House. 
#332 - Wood for courts, $12.00. 

#10(P6) - Robert W. Reynolds authorized to have walls of the 
Register of Wills office whitewashed and woodwork 
and cases painted. 

Balance of $107.14 in hands of s. M. Harrington, Trustee 
of the Court House and Library Fund. 

#281 - Samuel C, Letherbury for keeping and airing Court HO'Use 
one year, $50.00. 

#88 - Glazing on Court House, $2.25. 
#l40(P2) - Conditional appropriation 0£ $150.00 £or "building 

suitable privies for the accommodation of the General 
Assembly, the se~eral Courts of Kent County and the 
public officers of said County," if matched by General 
Assembly. 

281 - Samuel C, Letherbury, Keeper, $50.00. 

427(P2} - S. C. Letherbury empowered to sell old stoves belonging 
to the Court House; also to purchase blinds for Levy 
Court Room. 

New stove £or Clk. of Orphans Court (A. B. Richardson & Co.) 
$7.75. 



1856 
April 

October 

1857 
February 

April 

1858 
Fl'::bruary 

1859 
February 
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#77, 79 - New grate for stove in Prothonotary's Office. 
#91 - Chairs for jury - $11.00. 
#309 - s. C. Letherbury, Keeper, $50.00; {P3)t authorized to 

"remove the old lobby gallery f'rom the Levy Court Room 
as soon as practicable and to repair the breaks in the 
wall occasioned by its removal and paper it to correspond 
with the rest of' the room, and to sell the old gallery 
when removed ••. 11 

#412 - Building public privies $44.99. 
#416 - S, C. Letherbury for purchasing coal and candles f'or the 

Courts of the County. - $25.00; also repaid $3.00 on an 
earlier resolution for purchase or coal, candles and 
furniture. (recheck SS if necessary). 

424(P2) ... Thomas Letherbury required to discontinue using 11any 
part of' the Court House for a shoe shop," and to 
remove his tools within one week. 

433 - Recommend putting sash windows, with glass covered with 
screen, on all basement windows of Court House; $25.00 
appropriated for purpose. 

466 - Stove for Recorders Office $11.25. 

479 - (P12-0ct. 21) Messrs. Voshell and Ward submitted an account 
$15.00 for unspecified work done on Court House. 

#9 - 2 cases and small shelf for Prothonotary 1 s office $11.oo. 
32 - S, c. Letherbury-repairs on Levy Court room $15.75. 
68 - Glazing windows or Court House . 

112 - 4 chairs for Prothonotary's of£ice $10.87~ (Voshell & ward). 

243 - S. C. Letherbury, Keeper, 1 year@ $SO.CO. 
341 .. Long resolution sites the pressing need o:f a "fireproof 

building" for the county records, the decision to use a 
parcel "heretofore leased to Abel Harris (now dec 1d) and 
Saulsbury Dean" and also the2 Clerk of Peace & Sherif';f 1 s 
of£ices. Gives formal motice to lessees to quit the 
premises by Ap:ril, 1858. Appoints John S, Bell, Wm. H. 
Holding and Clement L, Sharp a committee to secure 
a.:cchitect 1 s estimates of cost, and a draught (April 16, 1857). 

#28 - Repairs at Jail and Court House $15.76. 
38 - Coal for use 0£ County. 
79 - Repairs to Court House pavement. 

137-138 - Stove £or r~corders office $6.00; stove, scuttle, shovel 
and extra pipe, $12.00 - Rich. & Robbins. 
# Award 0£ #900 .00 to Newton Hubbard as ovmer of a house 
"directly north of the 'old Jail'" on County property. 

"Tuesday the 1st lo o'clock a.m. the Court met according to 
law in the New County Building (Just £inished by Contract 
with Wm, Greaves of Wilmington for the sum of Kine Thousand 
Nine Hundred and Seventy-five Dollars), the of£icers having 



February 9 

,,._ . 
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all moved into it." (Further bills and maintenance 
relating to County Building not extracted., 

#121 - All "old cases, stoves, coal hods and other appertenances" 
of the old or£ices not in use to be disposed of. 

125 ~ New stoves and fixtures, offices & Levy Court room) $131.72. 
126-129 - Furniture for Orphans Court, Recorder, Register and Clerk 

of Peace. 
#143 - Formal report of' Committee for erection 0£ a new County 

Building for Levy Court and public records. 
144 - A cm'11!1ittee £ram Levy Court appointed to meet with a 

co111mi ttee of the State Senate to consider "a change o:f 
rooms in the State House. 11 

212 - Estimate sought for a brick coal shed for county offices; 
#296, bid oi $425.00 obtained. 

228 - James Wise directed to have 11old office• now occupied by 
Mesl,irs. Saulsbury and Pennington," papered and :fallen plaster 
replaced; Mr. Bateman's of'fice whitewashed and cleaned; and 
steps on north end of the State House repaired. 

231 - Proposal of Lemuel Bancroft for making markers for offices 
in new building, lettering in gold on Japanned tin or iron. 

350 - New Levy Court room for Dover Lyceum (which had formerly 
used the State House). 

404 - James w. Wise, bailiff authorized to have J. B- Pennington's 
office painted. 

416 - Samuel c. Lctherbury, keeping State House, $50.00. 
417 - Repairs to court House pavement, 

· 1 i i i ( san1e?) Apr1 431 - Fre ght and porterage on curb ng and sett ng the ••...•• on 
the Court House Lane. 

515 - Setting curbing at Public Building, 
June (special) to consider Grand Jury report "in which the leaky condition 

of the Court House roof was mentioned." A Report o:f the 
Grand Jury on the Public Buildings cited but not quoted. 

#527 - Table for court room $30.50; dozen windsor chairs for G(ran)d 
528 Jury Room $14. 00. 

#534 - Resolution 0£:foxed to propose exchanging a portion of the 
County Lot for having gas fixtures installed in County 
Building and Court House. Lost 4 - 5. 

545 - Baili£t James w. Wise ordered to have the leaks in State 
House roof stopped. 

October 571 - James Wise for repairing State House roof, and housing 

1860 
February 

coal, $3.00. 
614 - The Committee appointed to discuss a change of State House 

rooms with the Senate reports unfavorably the proposal to 
relinquish "the two Rooms in the Second Story on the North 
side of the Court House now occupied for the State and 
county purposes tor the Room now occupied by the Senate." 
They believe the County would then have 11no suitable JuJ:y 
Rooms, 11 and also object to the Senate i-etaining '1the 
privilege of using (the room) by the Sergent at Arms and 
Fire Mak.er 11 during Asser,1bly sessions. - Report adopted. 

$56 - S. C. Lctherbury for cnndles £urnished the Courts by 
Cowgill & Son, $7.20. 



March 

April 

October 

1061 
February 

March 

April 

October 

1863 
March 

1864 
February 
April 
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219 - New Coco matting ordered for the County Court Room. 
240 - Glazing windows of Court House $1.87. 

255 - Desk and table for Levy Court Room $32.00 (B. O. Waples). 
257 - James w. Wise :for taking care of State House for 1859, $50.00. 
263 - Coco matting and fitting it to the Court House floor $122.25. 
271 - Excess matting for Conrt RooL1 to be placed on 11present Levy 

court Room." 
291 - Authorization to sell 11the old desks :formerly occupied by 

the Levy court." 

476 - H. Todd allowed to extend a brick wall, with ga.te, 11so as 
to form an enclosure of the public ground back or said 
Co. Building ... so as to make a proper finish between his 
new House and said County Building. 11 

- April 11, -1860. 

Mention 0£ Public Pump (also previous allusions) apparently 
11Pump ·at the County Building." 

#39 - Allusion to Smoke House (at the Jail). 
73 - Candles for Court Room mentioned. 

165 - New pump and fixtures in front of the County Building. $22.00 
243 - Relaying pavement in front of County Building. $40.25. 
294 - "Springs at the Court House door. 11 

341 - Charles N. Trump £or gas fixtures in the Court House. 
353 - Jam.es w. Wise :for keeping State House £or the year 18601 

$50,00. 

511 ~ Resolution empowering John Bell, in conference with John 
Green, to have necassary repairs mad e on Court House and 
authorizing hi.ri to pay the County's share of cost. 

#559 - Repairing register in Court Roam. 

J. W. Wise for care of the Court Room 1862/3 - $50.00. 
#286 - Committee appointed to confer with State committee on 

repairs to State House. 
#318 - County's share of repairs on State House roox $1376.93. 

(apparently on previous authorization). 
324 3/4- A coITUittee authorized to negotiate sale 'C>o the State of 

Delaware of '1the two of':fices situated at the south end of the 
State House belonging to Kent County· now in the tenure of' 
John B. Pennington and Elias s. Reed, "at a price no less 
than $1000.00t tenants to vacate at end of year. 

450 - County Treasurer directed to repair plaster in ceiling of his 
office and "the floor in the Fireman's Room over his said 
office." 

Allowed Cullen and Wallace for coal furnished for the Court 
House in 1858 - $11.00. 



October 

1865 
Ma.rc;:h 

October 

1866 
February 

- s .. 

Office now occupied by Eli Saulsbury leased to him for 
10 years ~rom January 186S. 

#348 - Allusion to stabling and house in Jail Yard. 
442 - Offices rented to Eli Saulsbury, William A. Atkinson, 

John H. Pennington and E'.dward Ridgely for ten years. 

1231 - Work on Court House etc. $.75 (sic). 

507 - Wallace & BUJ:"ton £or green base (baize?) for use of 
Court Room, $24.75 

517(P4) .. William Duhamel and James D. Killllney appointed to repair 
the Court goom with as much d• patch as possible. -
Returns to February session) 



1866 
March 

October 

1867 
February 
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Jam.es A. Wise appointed to take charge of Court Room 
11and to allow no meetings to be held (in) it except 
to allow the two political parties to meet there £or 
consultation and the exclusive use of the court." 

#439 .. Committee to repair court room $30.00. 

Laying carpet in court room $4.00. 
#506 - work in court room $4.00 

#141 - James w. Wise for care of court Room for year $30.00. 
149 - bill for candles £or court. -
155 - John Casselum for gas burner $9.25. 

p. 46 - A wood and coal house :for county authorized; custodian 
of County buildings directed to allow no outside use of 
rooms except to political parties. 

March p.49 #228 - Samuel Letherbury for covering for chairs in court room 
$30.25. 

April 

p.51 #238 - James w. Wise for caxe of court room 6 months 1 $34.25. 

p.8S #561 - Beniah Watson empowered to alter office he occupies and 
(last P) install gas provided premises are returned in proper 

condition on expiration of the lease. 

October p.91,#568 - Jas. w. Wise authorized to 0 repair and put in complete 
order the porch and steps on the south end of the court 
House leading to the offices of Beniah Watson and Edward 
Ridgely ..• " 

92-#572 - Jas. w. Wise for taking care of court room. - 6 months $51 125. 

1868 
February 108-#130 - James w. Wise £or taldng care of court $30.00. 

March 131-#306 - John Jester authorized to have gas introduced into the 
Levy Court room. 

137-#341 - Ladies of the Baptist Church of Dover granted use of the 
Court Room for holding Tableaux for the benefit of the 
church. 

#371 - Paid James Wise $9.00 for building new steps to the offices 
of Edward Ridgely and B. Watson on south end of the Court 
House. 

April ) No entries; October apparently iacomplete. 
October) 

1869 p. 167 
February #188 - James w. Wise for taking care ot the court room, $30.00. 

229 - John J. Jester authorized to secure "suitable furniture 
and carpet £or the Levy Court Room;" James W. Wise 
authorized to move "the present furniture and carpet, 
(except the settee and fow: chairs) to the old Levy 
Court room. for the benefit 0£ the jurors when the new 
.furniture is secured". New Levy Court room to be used 
by its members only. 



March 

April 

October 

1870 
Feb.ruary 

March 
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#382 - Lock on £rent door of the Court House repaired. 

#527 - T. C. Killen for repairs to the court roolll, $3.40. 

PS #586 - Building and Loan Association or the Town or Dovar 
permitted ase of old Levy Court Room in Cow:t House 
£or meetings; James G. Waples authorized to cut down 
the Walnut Tree on the north side 0£ the County Building. 

#161 - James w. Wise £or taking care or court room, $30.00. 
164 - Richa:rdson and Robbins "for gas" to Dbruary 1, 1870, $29. 90. 
236 - Active Hook & Ladder Company or Dover granted permission 

to use old Levy Court Room for meetings on pa;y1nent of 
caretaker for extra work. 
Baptist ehurch or Dover granted use of old Levy Court 
room and Fireman's Room in Court House £or holding a 
restival. 

#291 - James w. Wise for care court and Jury rooms for past 
6 months, $31.25. 

#326 P2 • County Pump in f'ront o:f the Court House to be 11put in 
good working order." 

October p. 280 #20- Wm. E. Smith for "Settees, chairs, etc." £or Superior 
Court- Room, $29.00. 

21 - Repairs on Cowity Building and Court House unitemized, 
$53.75; #25 - Sam 11. C. Letherbury for covering seats 
for Court Room, $3.00. 

28 - Jam.es w. Wise for taking cha:rge or Superior Court Room 
£or six mo. $31.25. 

29 - Frederick Croyden tor furnishing and putting up mosquito 
netting in Superior Court room, $1.00 

1871 
February #216 - Motion to allow nthc Ladies" use o:f the old Levy Court 

April 

:room for a 11re.freshment room on Monday night next'I defeated. 

259 - Richardson & Robbins for gas pipe and £ixtures £or old 
Levy Court Room, $6.00. 

p.312 #326 - Use of Superior court room granted for a concert on March 
l.6th; also to Hiss Mariah Chapman £or a lecture 110n the 
subject 0£ Phrenology." 

#3-42 - James A. Wise for care of court room for six months, $31.25. 

#443 - Fred Croyden for repairing £u~niture in Superior Court 
rooin, $3 .oo. 

#573 - Resolution authorizing a building committee to proceed with 
plans and speci:fications for a new jail ll< sheriff I s house 
at $30,000, twenty cells, on general outline of Mr. (Charles) 
Hilyard 's skethh• with 11all modern improvements in relation 
to light 1 heat and water; 11 walls o:f jail. o:f Port Deposit stone; 
of sheri.f.t' 1 s quarters, 11City Hard red brick" (much detail in 
subsequent entriea not abstracted). 



June 

October 

1872 
February 
March 

October 

1873 
February 
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#616 - Removal of fences around jail property authorized; ;:i acre 
to east to be rented, old stabling and hog pens from jail 
property moved there; Town Co11ll'llissioners of Dover notiried 
to "move the buildings in front o:f the Jail property." 

#12 - James w. Wise for care 0£ Superior Court room, 6 mo., $31.25. 

#288 - James w. Wise for superior Court room, 6 mo., $31.25. 

#2 - James W. Wise for taking charge of Court Room 6 mo., $31.25. 
13 - Old jail to be sold at public auction October 29, 1872, to 

be :removed from premises and site put in shape 'for garden 
£or naw jail. 

#45 - James W. Wise :for Supreme Court Room, $31.25. 
#121 - Contract let for stable and carriage house for jail. 

April #204 
pp. 4S0-

- Resolution accepting the terms or the recent Act of Assembly 
empowaring the State to secure full title to the Cour~ 

451 

May 

June 

October 

November 

1874 
January 

House .. statc House, and authorizing the President o:f Levy 
Court ~o perrorm, in its name, all actions necessarytto 
implementing the agreement. Adopt•d April 10, 1873. 

#219 - "John c. Pennewill for copying petition in regard to the 
Perchas by the State of the County in(ter)est in the 
County Building", $5.00. 

220 - James H. Peterson for strap on rail in Court House, $1.00. 

#2 - Preparing deed for sale of State House. $5.50 

236 - Land purchased June 3, 1873 frorn Tobias P. Merritt ordered 
transferred to Edward Ridgely in trust for the County's use. 

239 - To Curtis L. Watson, $1.00 in part payment for a House and 
lot on the Public Square in tenure o;f S. G. Laws. 

254 - Authorizes acquisition of lot of i~. C. Fountain "at the 
corm~r 0£ the Green and State Streetn £or the erection of 
a new Court house if an unencumb2red title can be obtained 
from Fountain and his mortagor, GUstavus G. Logan~ 
Oct. 14, 1873. 

367 - Payment to sheritf for 10% of "purchase money £or the 
Burnt Hotel property this day sold by the sherif'f. 11 

#10 - Com...~ittee appointed to plan the erection 0£ a new Court 
House - David Recs, James R. Burnite and i<Jm. H. Hobson. 

18 - Committee appointed to wait on Kent County Mutual Fire 
Insurance Company to make sale of the County Building "to 
the best advantage possible," but not less than $12,000. 



p. 480 

Pcbruary 

March 

April 

- 9 -

#571 - County Treasurer authorized to receive of the State Treasurer 
$15,000~ the purchase price of the lot and "Court House 
building . 11 lJ an. 21 , 187 4] . 

Resolution that new Court House be erected on the ''Burnt Hotel 
Property; 11 plans of Prince & Taylor rejected; cost limited 
to $30,000. 

192 - James W. Wise for care of Superior Court Room furniture 
Price~ Taylor plan for new Court House accepted, 

#310 - "Pitting up Court Room $13 . .55. 
#320 - Contract for new Court House let. $31,500. 

Au.gust #344 - Court adjourned to visit new Court House. 
1349 - Petition of Democratic Party for use of "Present Levy Court 

Room" for campaign meetings sinc:.e new Court House is not 
finished. Granted. 

1373 - Building Committee ord~red to purchase a clock for new 
Court House when $300.00 has been raised by private 
contribution. Offices to be rented in new Court House. 

January 187S #375 • Court Room & Hall ten•ered to State of Delaware for 
inauguration on January 19th. 

1376 - Stase fixtures authorized. 

Vf..'S 



HOUSI JOUUAL BNTIUIS GIVING CUIU TO ASSBMIILY M:ECTING PU.CBS 1782 .. 1'7t2 

Oct. p.U 
1782 

178J 
J Uual'7 

1185 
J QU&J'Y 

1785 
May 

1715 
Oet. 

1716 
Juuaq 

1786 
Nay 

11,1 
Juuary 

1717 
May 

Aa1nbly 
1787 

Octobe1' 

p. 72 .. Je}la Cfllptoa, for lit• et AaaellbJy and Coalttee roo••• 
firewood and can.41•• 25-o-o 

p. 107 • Joli.a Cordon,. B1q •• for uae of th• Aateab1y JlOH 1-10-0 

p. 15 - Tk-.1 tri• for a rooa funbhe4 for the u•• of th• 
A11eab11~ and tlrevood and. candle• s-o~o 

P• s, ... ThOIIIOS Price for ttu, USO of the Ast•bl:, looe, u4 for 
ftnvood and eandlt• Jl-0-0 

r- 2.s • .... 1-10.0 

J>• 17 .. fw a rooa, bmlbhed fp~ tile U.• of tho Aa1Hbly, ftnwoocl 
ud cudtu ,-o~o 

p. 50 - Sue 20•0-0 

p. 29 - John Prenaa, fer the Ute •f the Alt•bly Rooaa, nd m 
firewood ■ad candle• t-7-6 

lbld, J.78S .. p. 41 • John Frenan. for • l'OCtll for the A:lteatbly, aad for fireweoti 
Ind candln ••• , ... 

lbl4, 11aa. 8q - p. 31 • Prooun. for ue of Aas•hly -Roca s-12-6 

lb14. 1711, October, p. 15 - Sae s-o-o 
ibid 1719, Juuai,, p. S6 • Sue 19·0•0 
tt.1• 1189. May, p. 1'. S•• J-o..o 
t~ld 1789• October, p. 15· s... l•IO•O 
iltld 1790, January, p. ,s. llhtbeth A&ad, Msdbly Roo•~ llnwood • Can,Uea, lS-0-0 



ibid 1790• October• P• lf • Ulzabeth Read-Samo 3-0-0 

ibid 1791. OSeptelllbor.,. SS • Ann Rldaely, for uae of tho A.asea.bly Room. 11-14-1 

ibid 1791. October• h. entry for rent. 



DATA BEA.RING ON MltiTING PU.CU aePORJ! 1792 

[Mlnut•• Of The Council, .. ] 

Council 

p. 119· ''To Mr. Pnnch latbll, for fin. eandl••, etc. 15-0-0 
[So11ion To Mr. FTench htt•ll for •undry exp•u•• of the Council 
•n•ina Dec.1777] 150-1$-J 

P~ 309 
(Spring & No 1'00ll •ntl'f 
Suuer,1778] 

P• 350 
Oct.,Nov .• Dee. No ~oOII entry 
1178) 

p. 40() 
Feb.177~ • No roa,1 entry 

p. •39 To Prench Batiell, for th• •x~•n••• of the Council at ~1• house, 
June, !779 No. 9 • 540-19•8 

p. 463 To Tho1. Honn (Ho b a barbe1'. c.ep.510) per acct No. a fNo Oct. 1779 detail lS-15~0 
To PJ'ltJlch aattetl-po~ acct. No. 9 (No d•t•il 13!7•8·0 

p. 517-.511 Expenses tnciude boa~dt~a mefflber, liqvors. and stabltna 
he. 1779 [i.e., 8.atte)l blll i• by iapllcation for livtng exp•n•••• not a 

111eeting ro011.] 

p. 5.40 ''Paytna Ms-a. JR .. for the ""t of her roaa for ~h• Council." 
AprU, 1780 

p. 569 PNTICh 8ett•11. u per bill~ Na. 9 
Jw,e. 1710 

p. SID No bill for noe. etc. [Mll•ae• only for •••nl 
Nov. 1730 

623-624 Travelling expens., and w~~d oaly 
Pel>. 1'181 

,,a Travelllng expensea ~r dielll 
Jun• 1711 

617 Attendance an4 ■il•11• 
M ov. 1781 

722 Attendance and mileage 
P eb. 1712 



142-745 
May. 178l 

- 2 .. 

Attendance ud ■il••a•, but small vnttalzed pDymenh to Bliaa 
numpson, Alm Westly~ Rac:hol iu.Uen and Mary Lewi• •• ne~t 
it•• 

Rha. 1112 - Missing 

115 
J an .... Peb.1783 

847 
M ay...Jw•, 1713 

p. 861 
Oct. 1713 

p. 87,4 
O ct.-Nay. 
1784 

oc,. 1!'84 
Jan .... Oc:t. , J. 78S 

p. 995 
lM•~•• 
1186] 

p. 1006 
Oct. 1186 

l044 
J aa.17&7 

105& 
Juno 1787 

106% 
Aug.1787 

1087 
Oct. 1787 

1118 
J an.1118 

Hay, 1111 

11S2 
0 ct.1718 

1188 
1789 

Ac.etounts Rot neoned 

To Mn. Bliaabeth aatt•l1. for the use of a rooa. firewooe and 
candl•• 12-0-0 

No room included in account. But, p. 812, datt>d April 8th -
Members listed from Now Cnstle and X.ent 0 \~ho Jl'let at the 
house of tho llonorabl• Caesar R.odnfly. Esq., th• Speake.r, he 
being too much indispo11d to attend at the 115ual place of 
raeetint:. ti 

No accOW1ts printed. 

To .Mn. SliJabeth Bat tell.. for th• use of a room dul'ing this 
sitting ll-0-0• 

To Ur$. 8lilabeth &attcll. foY tho us• of a roam, firewood and 
candlH s .. o .. o 

Same 20 ... 0-0 

To ►tn. Elizabc,th .8attell fc.r use ol. a roOR :l-lh-0 

To Mn. Eliaabeth Battsll for uso of a roOl!l.etc, iJ-10-0 

To i1rs. ll1haboth Battell for use gf a roOIII_. f1,:ewood and candle• 
20•0-0 

Incgmplete; no accounts iacluded. 

Minut•• ~i11tna or fragmentary after Peb. 4. 1711 [until 
Janua-ry 22, 1191] 



1197 
Jan. 
1791 

1225 
S ppt. 1791 

p.1214-lS 
Oet. 26 , 1791 

P• 12S9 
Ju.1792 

p. 1.267-68 
May 4, 1792 

P• 1270 
Mays. 1792 

1277 
eo clie 

U78 
May ... 1792 

To Elhab•th lattoll for use of th• CouncU Chamber 15 .. 0 ... 0 
[Same page State TTeuurer ordered to purchase 100 tic.ket.1 
ta th• lottery for finisbtna the Court Hause, .• ] 

No room nnt ••ntioned, but Gual"dla-n Accowat of W.nry M. Rlqoly 
hH •nuy under sepr.-1oth, fl'Oll John Gordan, Stilt• 
Treasurer, thowlna the orphan wu paid a-10-0 "•llowed by 
CoWtcil for two roou la yowr houae duria, the Sts•toa." 
[This was a Sp6cla1 S•••l• which authorised election of 
ciel•a•t•• to the Constitutional Convention of 1791-92). 

No noa rent aaticmed. Job.a Gordan requeatod to fumilb the 
CouncU Cha111ber .l'R the Court Hou• at Dover ''with such 
itRt u ho coadun ftDCe•••1Y• [p. US6 ■hows that Gordon 
died before Peb. 2, 1712]. 

Att•Rdaacu and mileage only, 

Verbatla mes1a,e of the Assembly transaltiin1 a nsolution 
re£uslna to Met a,Ul'l ia Dowr until parantee4 acce11 te 
the chaabtn proabed the Atsellbly. 

S•nate reply to House •-•age, offerina an anded nd aon detaUtd 
n•olutlon coauraina the denial of tile Court Houae rooas to 
tfte Aa1.,.i,1y and tho navltaat adjournment to Duck Creek 
Cross Roads. 

CoW1dl venloa nturaed concuned la. 

To Jues 8atteU for use of the cbambel" in Dover, 1-10-.0 
[Batq abow 1n4iut.oa that th• Counc.U was nfue4 1 ti rooa 
and fouad another privately~ th• Home was later forcibly 
ejected fr• lts ohuber.] 

Mote: Cenenl llefennc• 1360 tndtcatu that Mn. 8.att•ll was paid for a room by 
th• Conv•ntion ratltyina the Pederal Coutttutlon. 

Minutes of th• Convention Of The Delaware Seate, p. 106 1 indicat•• no ro011 nnt. 
It metTrom Nov. 29, T7tl.to beceinber 31. 17tl; ud May 29, to June 12. 1792. 

[Note: Delaware Gulde. p. 181, identities the aite ef Pronch Dattell11 Tavern. 
continued by hia widow Bliubeth, u Northeaat ~omer of Stat• Stre•t and 
The Green, now occupltcl by th• Parka BuUdlna. ''Henry M. Ridgely• 1 houae, 11 

tn 17H. was the IU.qely Houle on The Gr•en.] 



JOURNALS, HOUSB AND SENATE 

House, Oct. 20, 1785> pp. l2•33 - leave granted Mr. Patten to brine in a bill 
11for granting 800 to enable the County of Kent to enlarge 
and flnlsh a Court House, intended to be erected in the 
Town of Dover, so as to accOldodate the same for the 
purpoHa of a Stat• House, 11 Jan. 21, 1786 ... poatponed. 

ibid, pp. 35~36 - aotion put and passed (13-6-vote recorded]. 

House, May 27, 1788• p. 5, meraorial from Court House COlllllissionen that plus have 
bffn altered to ttaceonnodate the su.e to th• purpose of a 
State House.'' and asking a grant.Action deferred. (May 30, 1788); 
p. 6, May 31> referred to coMitteo. 
p. 7, Juno 2, petition refused "at this ti1H" because ol. 
"the condition of the treasury together with the loud complaints 
of th• pub lie ere di tors . " 
p. 13 - June 3, motion made and defeated to appropriate monies 
frC1111 marriage and tavern licen.ses toward completing the ncourt 
House now erecting in the town o_f Dover." 

House, Jan. 12, 1789, p. 15, Jan. 17, report fl'Olll Levy Court that a court house of 
suitable 1i1e to acc0111Dodate the Assembly has been built and 
solliciting aid of the State to complete it; nfernd to 
committee. 

House, Jan. 4, 1790, p. 8 - previous c01111Unication acknowledged as unfinlshed 
business Jan. 9. - [No follow-up that sosaiOll]. 

House, Jan. 4, 1791 p. 25, Jan. Zl•Leave granted to brln1 in a bill to raise 1000 
by lottery "for finishing the Court Hou10. 11 - Bill introduced; 
p. 28 - Jan. 22 - second reading; p. 31, Jan. 24, pasaecl Houae; 
p. 35, Jan. 26 - returned concurred in; p. S2, Jan. 28, signed; 
p. SS, Jan. 29 - rosolution received from Cowac:U directing the 
State fl> purchase 100 tickets, uended to limit cost 1S0. 
No further a Council action. 

House. Oct. 20, 1791, p. 5, Oct. 2~ - The Auditor complains that the s.e. coner 
:room of the Court Home, autgaed to hia, has beon "taken 
possession of'' by Mark MeCaU who refuses to vacate. Houae 
refuses to act; p. 7, Oct. 25, report of the ut.1qon of the 
lottery dilcussed in CC'Jllllllittee of the whole; aupple■ental bill 
presented; p. 8, passed afternoon sue day; p. ••returned with 
amendment. deaa1reed to it and rKonsidered bill, adopting• 
new amendment limiting th• 1011 to the State to 750 and so 
pused; p. 11, Council rejected House amendlleut; House adhered 
t:o own version but later reconsidered. Bill passed. 

[Discontinued at this point. The time required to page those unlndexed voluaes 
SHU out of all proportion to data found] . 

H.J. 1835-1837) 
183S, p. 86 [Jan. 27, 1835], a coamittee of three members, appointed to 

11enquire with the •xpelliency of enlargina the chamber, of the House 
of Repnsentatives, and the construction of a room for the Library 
of the General Assembly; with leave to roport thereon," whereupon 
Mssn [Charles) Marim, [Thomas] Davis and [Willie] Herdman. were 
appointed. 



183S. p. 126-127 - Report published verbatim. presenting tbne altematives 
with the advantages of and objecti s to each. But reocamendina 
the one that called for addition at tbe back rather than at one or 
both ends. Adopted. 

(Check7i31-33, 18JS-37. nd 1839-1841. Only significant ent:ry is 185Q, p. 231, 
reporting a satisfactory audit on an appropriation of $390.00 for State 
Hom,e use.] 

H~J. 1873 - p. 17 - Governor's message recommends more adequate accommodations for 
tho State LibraTY and Secretary of State. pp. 136-137, Joint 
resolution to appoint a committee to investigate; reported 
enrolled, 577.: bill for acquisition of title and repairs presented 
for concurrence Mar. 17 p. 702: discussed, uended and pused 
April 3, p. 820; enrolled, signed and returned, pp. 898, g,s. 

House. 1843, p. 248, Jan. 50 - Committee to inquire what repairs are n•ees,ary to 
the State Hause to usu.re its preservation from the weather; 
p. 469-Peb. lBJ recommend $200.00 appropriation if Kent County 
appropriates $100.00~work to be supervised by Levy Court. 

H.J. 1845 - p. 211, PBb. 12, 184S - itami1ed report of bills paid for wing 
repairs authorized previous session. 

H.J. 185S, pp. 318-319, re repair oa replacmunt, Mar. 2. 

H.J. 1875 - Report of joint COlblllittee re Public Buildinp read and ooncurred in, 
Jan. 14, P• 104; subsequent history pp. 107-108, 157. 

H.J. 1877 - no entrie• 

H.J. 1879 - Resolution received, Mar. 21, p. SSl; subsequent history SlS, S38, 
enrolled, Mar. 28, p. 625. 

H.J. 1883 - Nsolution re havina State House supplied with water from Dover Water 
Works, o'llerod and adopted, Jan. 3, 1883, p. 28; subsequent hi•to:ry, 
pp. 39, 40, 118; returned 1i1ned. Jan. 24, p. 133; State 
Librarian's report, citing insurance valuation of the State House, 
furnishings and libraiy, Jan 1, 1883, pp. 68-11. 

S.J., 1873 G Bill for acquisition of entire title reported and read, Mar.18.1873, 
p. 427-428i subsequent histoxy pp. 461, 466, 467, 479, 583, sas, 622; 
returned. sianod and I ent to Secretary of State, Apri 1 9 , p. 658 . 

s.J. 187S - pp. 146-147 • Joint COllllDittee on the preservation and regulation of the 
Capitol is•ues a report embodyios rules for the administration of the 
buildin1 and the library, and appointing a librarian-custodian at 
$300.00 por yeu; quoted, January 25, 187S. 

S.J. 1879 - Joint re•tlition re sanitary condition of ill• St•t• House introduced 
and adopted, Mar. 6, pp. 399-400; aubsequent history, 537, 538, 606; 
returned and signed, Mar. 29, p. 619. 



k. J ~ 1165 • p. 5.S, 101 - Kall of House authon.114 fer 1pec1fi•4 coaunlty 
aalhedngs .. 

H.J. 1867 • Notblua 

M.J. !86t • H.J. ml•tlll;; [Senate Journal. P• 537 • a coamittee n ject• wtth 
thanka tu offer of J.A. Pultoa. B&q. of S ac:ns on whleh to 
batld . a State Hc,ue; 1>ecau,e of pub.Uc ftnooes. ffpressloa of 
privat • busla••• and "tb• aany ooaflletina oplnteas ta.at oxl 1t 1• 
n l atl• to n11odellln1 the pre1ent Stat • House or bm.14ln1 a new 
one,. tb•t tn au pnbabtU.ty th•n ••r aot be a ••w ltau Houa• 
built tor aany yoara ,. ••• •'' coamtttN u enfor• tblakt 1l1.e 
••lntioa pre1aa1.uro (Jeha If. lfaU, O.Ora• Ruaull)I 

H.J. 1111 - pp. 22•23, Cavemor• • it.port callsattndon to poor con4itln of 
publte buUdt.na• and need. fer fact.11.Uu for th• Ubrasy,. P• 47. 
c01111nttw• appatnta4. 

H.J. 1885 - p.141 • COIIWili.e lllU aew f.nl•blna• ·••4" for Gov.nor•• Roa 
ucl Parlor, Jan. 20, 1aas 

H.J. 1181 - Ho entrl•• 

l5.J.J 18!9 .. 114 • 1111 ft¢ erection of an• e,ate UW.• lau..luc-4. read ud 
orund p.rleted. 111 n fcrnd ~o COU1litee, p. 6S0-1w,atltute 
nportod and adopt•d 1-l. Apr. 23, 181t; 

H.J. 18&9 • 117-7P2, 823, presented, reported 10 ~Ollllltt••• t u.en up,•• 
lndefin.1 te ly postponed ApTl 1 26, 1889 . 

H.J. 1191 • p. NI ... atotic• of tntontloa to fil• • t.l. U p1'0¥lcllna fn a n•w Seate 
Kou-, , April 1D, 1a,1; AO fol lW-tlfl, 

H.J. 11'91 pp. 12S2, 1!29,30, 1•ol, 1412, 1205, 1207•0•, •41~141, 1106-07 • all 
n-l at1n1 te pay.ents fn nflanl•hlR3; 10 11 nv•rlin f roa 15000.00 
approprlatlon; p. kJ, Ul'Jnn• :t.UtJ"UO,ted t• prori4• tey1 to 
f'roat 4oor to certain. otficlal&, and tn k•r• io 0 Rooa Ne • .con th9 
third flOOI' of tJa• State Mou.e," a,stgtted to the attorn•Y•• 

H.J. 1901-nJ, 767, lOU, bill to llave State Ho.• llpled llty eloctridty pnaont•d ~ 
nad, comitttd, and. r\tpO'l'tttl uafavorably. 

11.J. 1,01 - s. a. ,,8, ,,. 312, 400, 422~ 469, 330, 473, aa2, 96J. 11,, pnYtdba 
a al1ht watchun; s.a .. 111, &Sl, a&s., t63. 976, repain IIIUt 
altontiou. 

U.J. 1169, p. 138 • S..tt•r 01I behalf of th• Patriotic locietl•• ot Oelawar• a llnr 
rest oration of prHent buUdlaa ~,to itl ori1lnal appearuce u 
1h01111 by the c.nc1osed poti tal ord'f, with additlon at. n ar or elu 
£or ltbwary~da.tod J&rJ. !2~ 190t, ••••ten 361\, 2s_ ltot; p. 21, 
governn' s mesa•a• point■ evt pn11lft.a n•~d fu repl in and 
additional spaco (~port •f State Hou1• C'GNll&•iou alluded to]; 
p. !49, Resolution dlnctl•1 Public l~lldtn1 Coaalttee1 of ••th 
houaoa, jointly, to obtain plaua dut"ine ••••t on for re1104-Uln1 ud 
enlarglaf the State House-Unanl•ous approval, PBb. 16, 19U9 [S.J. 
a,. 74'•nponu • favorably. p,. 171, n jH'io4 unaniaoualy). 



H.J. 1911 - 633, 612. 771, 779, 825, ass, 887. saa. apprGprlattna $12,000 
supplem•ntal funds for State House restoration and enlargement. 
991, 981-983, appointment o• Jnitor; 131, 1S5, 178-180. 192, 
194, 973-976, authoridng tf,.o placement of aarbtle c:oouae.morative 
tablets 111 th• 1'01:uada, enrolled March 30, lfll; r•port of th• 
State Hou.te COIIU8lulon, PP• 77S- 778• filed Marth 20, 19Uj full 
text; p. 207, 201, 213, 227, 22&, 400, an act providiDg for tho 
111uminatlon of the cupola, introduced, Nporttd and passed Housi& 
unanimously; (S.J. 454] rejJected by Senat• J-10. 

H.J. 1913 - pp. 1000-1oos - Report of State Houae Comls•ion, te~t, filed Much 
23, 1913. 

H.J. 1919 .. p. 158, Govenor Joha c. T0111uend augaHU aa additioa to th• Stat• 
Houae u a m01Uori1l to the War Hctroes of D,tl•are, 144 • 377, 468, 558. 
848. 860 re memorial building to Soldiers and S•ilora, a4opt•d 
Mal'ch 25,1919. 

H.J. 1921 • p: il4, S0j, S69, .570, 622. 639, 680, bill prorldlna for a mvral 
repreaontlng an inei4ent of th• Civil War, pas1ed Mar. 2S, 1921. 

H.J. 1927 - pp. 7OP. 713, Aeport of State HOU9e Anaox Commission, lncludin1 
allotsent ef apace, filed April 8, 1927. 

245 
H.J. 1927 .. pp. 221, 236/2.&6, 286, 14'2, 749. 672. 867; uendment of llovla•c! Cod• 

re Stat• House approv•~, conc.un-•cl aad »ianed. Coatent not evident. 

H.J. 1929 - pp. 308. 752 - aet to pnwide a pard to opon State House on Sunday and 
guide intoreatod visitors ... Strlckeu; U2-143 1 1S0, lSl, lS4, 112. 
175, 188, 189, lS2, to lavestiaate the neod of an additioa to the 
State HOU1•, pnseoted, puaod, coacurred la and signad, Pe'b. 26, 
1929, 8S7, ass, 8S9, Ml, 862-apprppriatina funds for above; 
apparently passed ltous.o Only. 

H.J. 1931 - PP• 654, 6SS, 667, 682, 10•. s.1. 110 introduced, reported, pUS•d 
aad •laned, providing for acquisition of additional land and 
construction of LecUlatt.ve Hall. April 7, 1931; [s.J. pp. 670• 
672} ~ toxt of r•port of C01nmbslon to plu for adequate ho111l•1 
for State d-i,artaents; S.J. p. 391 - 11t011u Jefferson, cu.stedlan,; 
p. SO-aessaae ladlcate1 Suck appointad commle1lon above. 

h.J 1il9 - p. 354-1203-lil! to apJlropriate $2500.00 to protect State Houa• froa 
tel'Dlitos, Never r•ported; a!so S.B. 1106, p. 8~2, 844 re days 
and houra t he State Hou.se to be open, Raf•rrod, uot roported. 

H.J. 1941 ~ pp. 321, ,9s, 720, 723 - State Buildings and Grounds C0Dllllis1ion CTeated 
)S.B. 124]-pused House April 9, l94J. 

H.J. 1949 - pp. 16~, 24P, 361, 433, ,11, 471, •ppro}Jriation for a fire alan 
,1yatOR1 for the Stat, House, approved June lO. 

U.J 1957 .. p. S12-appropriation for an archit11etural study. ~ead and referred on1y. 

through 1961-lat••t ve have 



Hou.ee Journal• 

BTAH HOUSE• 
Be1ol11tion1 re -

[ abstract ed ti-om 
Lawe ot Del aware ] 

Vol. IX - p. 563 - appointing J oseph Buokmaater care, aker of leg1a­
lat1ve Ohambera, .Peb. 28, 11,3, p. 56AI • oontingent 
appropriation of $200,00 tor repair ot Sta, e 
House - 2/28/,3 . 

Vol . X - p. 98 - author11atlon to haft l ampe 1n the ohan4ellera ot 
Hall ot House and chamber or Senate • exabange4 to~ 
lard l ampa• • Veb. 24, 1845. 
p. 230 - authorizing sale ot the l amp• tormerly 
u■ed i n both l eg1alat1 ve ob ambers , and ■tovea Dom 
houae ohamber. - 5 day■ pu 11o not ice r equired. 
Feb. 25, 1a•1, p. 228 - Seoret ar1 ot State 
authorised to prooure a t able, a1x chair• and a 
stove tor the l1braey room tor any awn not 
exceeding $55. OO , Peb. 19, 18-7. p. 231 - Samuel 
c. Leatherbury appoint ed caretaker ot leg1a lat1ve 
ohambera and t he library room and -h•1r tumiah1ng1 
at •110.00 per :v•ar• , eb. 251 1a111, p. 1137, $3OO.OO 
appropr1ate4 tor repa1~ ot l eak• and other work on 
Not ot h at e Hou••• any n■ldue to be paid oit7 of 
Dover tor 1mpronn1 t he pUblio ground• betoN the 
State Houae, Peb. 28 1 l8119J p. 612 - Samuel Bro,m,, 
appointed oaretaker 8 $,o.oo yearly. Mar. 61 1851. 

Vol. XI - p. 131 • repa1r11 to State Chamber (painting. paper 1ng,and 
draper1ea) 8 •100. 00 ~ P•b• 19 , 1853J p. 335 -
authorieation to rer1, Hall ot Houae ot Rep. -
menti oning woodwork , papering, •drapery around 
the portrait or Washington,• and •a new carpet•­
Mar. 1, 18551 p. 339 - appoi ntia1 Samuel c. 
Leatherbury aa aaretaker@ $5O.OO - Mar. 2, 18551 
p. 3~0 , appoint ing a committee to prepare plan• 
tor a new and MN suitable State Capitol, reporting 
at next ••••1on • Peter P. cauaey, John M. Claylon, 
Joeepb P, Comegys. Jamee A. Bayard and Heney 
Ridgely , Eeq. - Mar. 2, 1855J p . 573 - appointing 
Zadoc But ler caretaker 8 $50.OO, Mar. 3, 185TJ 
T91, autbor1z1n1 Seoret ary ot State t o have ■tepa 
leading t o outer doore ot b1■ otfice and ot St ate 
Library Room r ebuilt, appropriating $75.O0, Peb . 10, 
1859 J p. 19- , authorising $1200.00 tor ■peoit1o 
alterations on 1eoond floor to aoeommoda,e Senate 
more oonvenlently - detail• suppli ed - Feb. 23, 1859J 
P• 191 , appointing Henry P. Plower • oaret aker I 
$5O.OO , Peb . 2,, 1859. 

Val. XII, p, 195 - autbor1a1ns Heni, c. Leatherbury to aell the 
abandellera 1 l ampa, s \ovea and "o,ber artl•les 
la1d u 1de out ot the Senate Chambe~ and Hall ot 
House or R.epre•entati vea,i" J an. 31, 1861J P • 200 -
author1■1ng ol oal ng ot cellarway on aouth aide ot 
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State Houae, Mar. 7, 1861; 1b1d, oont1ngent 
appropriation tor repairs toroot, Mar. 7, 1861; 
p. 201 - Jamee w. W1ae appointed oaretaker ot 
leglalatin obambera (not 1nolud1ng library),@ 
$35.00, Mar. 7, 1861; p . 262 - ordering ahelvea 
tor 1eldom-uaed 11br&ry items erected in garret, 
material• labelled and transferred, Peb. 1', 18621 
P• 455 • authorising a etove and fuel tor the 
Lihruy Rooa Feb. 11, 1864; p . 491, appointing 
Zodao L, Butier ouatod1an replacing John Wyatt, 
abnent troa State, Aus. 10, 1864, 

310 1 656, appointing z. L. Sutler caretaker ot 
Leg11lat1ve Chambers,@ $40.001 le~, 161 1866, 
Mar. 19, 1867; and Mar. 23, l8b9; P• 30C -
»at1onal flag to be shown upon State Howse during 
aeaa1o~e, hb . 25, 1867; p. 314, directing 
Fred91'iok Craydon to repair root and cupola ot 
State House to prevent leaks, Mar. 22.1867; p. 6~8 -
appointing a com.mitt•• to have above work done 
properly, Jan. 6, 1869. 

Vol. XIV - p . 2T8 - appointing z. L. Butler euatodlan • t,o.oo, 
Mar. i, 1871; p •. 267 - Jo1nt Committee appointed 
to consider oon41t1on ot the Public Buildings and 
make reoor:un.ondat1one, Jan. 29, 1813; p . 677 -
Joint reaolut1on "appended to th• Report ot the 
Joint Committee• tt Publ1o Buildings, to drart 
enabling legialatlon, Mar. 11, 18731 p. 684 -
appointing z. L, Butler oustodt~ 8 $io.oo, 

Vol. XV - P• 

Vol. 

Apr, 10, 18'13, 

32, • Joint Committee appointed to prepare rule• tor 
Capitol Bulld1ngJ ~eport read and referred, 
Jan. 5, 6, 1875; p . 3311 a.uthor1z1ng payment or 
outstanding bills ($144b. 63), and ordering 
preservation ot the Old Bell, Jan. 14, 1875; 
p. 3-l• author1e1ng loan ot the bell to Cen­
tennial Comm1aa1on tor exb1b1ti pp. 351, 6,7, 
e. c. Fulton appointed L1brar1ar. and Custodian, 
Mar. 25, 1875, and George H. Shakespeare, Mar. 1~, 
1877 (duties expl1o1tSy ntatedJ p. 355 - ~epa1r 
and plao•ment ot portrait ot Jaoob Joneo author1ae4, 
Mar. 26• 1875. 

XVI • p . 728 • appointing Riobard R. Kenney State Librarian and 
Cuatod1an ot the Capitol, Jan. 26, 1881; p. 753, 
Wm. Hunter appointed Janitor or the State Capitol 
@ $100.00, Apr. 9, 1881, 
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- connection to Dover Water Work■ author1Eed, 
Jan. 31 1883; p. 9411 study or necessary repair• 
and furnishing parlor, Oovernor•a Room, and 
orr1ces or the Clerka of House and Senate 
authorized, Jan, 15, 1885; p. 963, negot1at10n 
or contract tor installing steam heat by fall 
or 1886, at t1n1shed cost ot $2,000.00 or under, 
authorised Apr. 17, 1885. 

- Committee to cons1der i-erurn1sh1ng Governor•e 
office and State House parlor, Jan. ll, 1887; 
p. 482 - appropriat ion ~or cleaning State House, 
Feb, 9, 1887; p . A96, aoeepting architect's plana 
ror a new li~rary building and ordering 1t1 
construction after suitable legislation, April 131 
1887; p. 497 - :r&pa1r of building oocup1ed by 
Peter L. Cooper (State property)• authorized, 
Apr. 19, 1887; p. 501, furnishings for Treaaurer's 
Room authorized, and also screening tor the •3ump 
Property•, Apr.22.1687; p. 471 • furnishings 
to •alue or $350.00 for Oovernor'a office and 
State House parlor authorized, Jan . 12 , 1887; 
p. ~1~ - Wm. s. Hunter appointed Janitor, 
Jan. 20, 1887, p. 477 - authoriiing plans tor 
new State Library quarters, Jan. 271 1887; 
p. 976 - Library section or Governor's Message 
referred to a Joint Cornm1ttee, Jan. 16, 1889J 
p . 981 - ao~reot ne•er connection at nol"theaat 
corn@r authorized, Jan. 29, 1889; p. 986 -
construction of a urinal 1n the Gloa.k Room 
authorized Feb. 12, 1889; p. 998, authovizing 
employing an archit8ct to examine the State 
House and Library to determine necessary "repairs 
and 1~provements,• Mar. 2T, 1889, Mar. 2t1 1889. 

ordering corridor& return1ahed with •suitable 
oil-cloth or oocoa matting•, Jan. 12 1 1891; 
p. 531, ordering a town water connection in the 
Governor's Room, Jan, 21. 1891; p, 533, 
committee appointed to study ventilation ot 
chamber• to recommend improvement, Jan. 22.1891; 
p. 5,0 - cormn1ttee to have State Treasurer•• ott1ce 
papered and refurn1shedA Feb. 12. 1891; p , 5-3, 
oommittee appointed re Jump property", Feb 18 1 
1e91; p. 546 • committee to paper Oovernor•a Room 
and repair rurniture; p. 550, order tor papering 
the Auditor' s room, Mar. 13, 1891; p. 553, honoring 
a bill or $305,25 for furniture rcr Secretary or 
State's offioe, Mar. 19! 1891; p . 561 - authorizing 
payment ot State House Janitor ~ t50.oo per quarter, 
Apr. 21; 1891; p. 570. authorizing collection or 
rents trom and maintenance or Jump property, 
May l~, 1891; p, 575 • hood■ over window■ on 



Vol. XX- P• 202 • 

Vol. XXI 

Vol. XXII • P• 992 

Vol. XXIII 

Vol. XXIV .. p. 692 

Vol. XXV 

Vol. XXVI - P• 760 

growi4 tloor and screens tor ott1oea or State 
HoU8e authoris•d• M&J 15a 1891) p. 1192 autbor1s1ng 
oh&ngea and alteration• in Capitol 1n aocordance 
with a Joint committee report, and rurniahing ot 
•the ditterent offioea"• May q• 1893. alao 
author1a1ng repairs to the root and banniated 
llnd sta1J"W&¥ to third floor, ,ame date . 

Committee appointed re Nfurni■h1ng ot State Hou■e 
parlor, Jan. 17; 18~, p . 219 - committee to 
oonaider advi■ab111ty or erecting a State Libra~ 
buJ.lding. Apr. 18, l895J p. 721, committee to 
oonaider report of 40mm1ss1onera concerned with 
add.1t1on to the State Library Building. eapeoially 
to cona1der "improvement to the aecond atory" an4 
1t• u••• Jan .18, 1897; p . 730 - committee to 
1nveat1gat• sanitar1 condition& or State Rouse, 
Jan. 29, 189?; P• 731 - author111ng pa,aent in 
relation to erection ~t"State L1bra~y addition to 
the State Houae" and appointing committee to 
consider neoeeaary changes in 1nter1ol:' or State 
House1 Feb. 2, 18971 ~• 7~6. author1■1ng payment 
of $1~.oo tor use of the telephon• now in the 
State House", Mar. 30 1 1897. 

No pertinent entrie1 

- Joint committee to arrange tor atate uae of 
tirat•tloor otticea ot Court House. 

NQ entr1ea 

- Committee to investigate dea1r&b1l1ty ot 
erecting a New 3tate Uou••• Jan. 31• 1907. 

No antriea 

- Committee to ereot a flag pole "on the State 
Adrn1n1atrat1on Building reoentl.J bu11t• 1 
Mar. 71 1911 [State flag on thia building, u.s. 
tllg trom oupola ot State HoW1e]1 p. 763 - State 
House Commiaaion aontinued to permit oonpletion 
of dut1e■ 1 $25 1 000 appropriated ror turniahing1 
p. 766, authorising procurement of a poa,trait ot 
late Thomas,. Bayard tor State Houae oollection, 
Mar . 171 1911. 

Vol. XXVII, P• 8~9 ~ authorizing addition ot GoYernors PeMewill 
and Miller to State Houae oolleot1on, Mar. 1913. 

Vol. XXVlII• p. 5 - r•aolution appointing a permanent comm1sa1on 
authorised to •alee repairs to the Stats House aa 
need ar1ae1, Oot. 1914; p . 693, authorizing 
Nat•l. Soo. Dau. ot War or 1812 to erect plaque 
to James A. Bayard, Feb. 3, 19151 p. 696, poniitt1ng 
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removal ot poJl't~a1t• and pictures tor Npalr, 
exhibition or oopJlng upon proper rece1pt 1 
Peb. 12, 1915. 

Vol. XXXVI 1n•lua1ve - no entries 

Vol . XX.XVII• P• 900 - Thanking Thomas Jerrer,on!· custodian, for 
capable services, April 22. 931, p. 86~ -
committee tQ allocate ro~ms tor attorneyo and 
stenographer, ot tbe two hol.llea, Ju. 19, 1931. 

Vol. XX.XVIII to •n4 - No pertinent entr1•• • 

\J f-S 



LIVY COUB.T PROCIEI>IIGS 

Vol. lTST-1801 - November-December; 11861 [p. 2] 
•To atruek t owards the B\11ldln1 a Ceuii HoWle 
and pub11o ott1oea in •b• 'fown or Dover to be 
paid i nto t he hands ot Zleace r McComb • B1q. and 
Meaara . Charle• RidgelJ and Nehemiah ~ilton. 
Eeq. who are to put-•hase mat erial• tor th&t 
purpose 1uperintend and eD1Plo1 workmen ,o earn 
on the work and eon4uot the whole matter trom 
tbe a0Dllllenaement to the tinlablng the same -
t he Bu1lc11ng to b• enated on t he publio ground. 
near where the old court Bouse now stand• i n auob 
plaoe thereon aa may aee■ to theae oomm1aa1oner a 
moai suitable and aonven1ent • 750.00. 

Novembe~December. 1787 1b14 [p . 19] - tuller 
•tatement from aame aeaalon ; marked •The Court 
empower 1ibe eaid 0omm1aa1onera to pull down and 
reaove the matea-1ala ot the Old Coul't Houae ancl 
ottioea and tbat tbe7 make uae or a~oh ot tbem aa 
are proper toward• tshe Breot.S.on ot the New Houae 
and that tbey have power to enlarge the present 
plan to any number ot feet not exoeed1ng aeventJ 
in tront and tony te•t baOk 6aolu■1ve ot a balt 
oataeon tor the aeat ot the J uatio• • ot the Court, 
,o sell and d11poae ot suob ot ,he mate~lala ot 
t he old Hou1e1 u oannot be ue4 and that the new 
Building 1ball be ei-eoted on tbe publ1ok gr'0\lnd be­
t ween tbe Hou••• ot Samuel Chew and ibe County Jail 
ao as to have an alle7 a, each end. " 

HoYeabes--Deaellber, 1788 [p. 2l] - 11ohola• RidgelJ 
and John corker pd. 3 and 2:10 re1peetive1, aa 
r el mburaement tor •,he ra11a around hi e lots 
burned by the per son employed 10 make brtOks tor 
the St ate Houae. • 
ibid p . [ 25] - "To David Harper tor repairing the 
put;T10 [premiaeaJ and preparing the St ate Houae t or 
the l u t annual Blect1on.• 
ibid (p . 29] - tees to Dra . Jamee Sylea. Jamea 
!liton. Edward Miller and Wm. Molleaton tor 
•attendanee on Jno Hudaon [Thoe. Vandiver. Vm. 
Bostick. w. Draper. w~. Howell. J oseph Seal and 
Alex McCoy] who was hurt 1n raising the root ot 
the State House" and [Hudson onlyJ "reducing hia 
luated wr11t" . 
ibid p, 29 - w~o atruok t or t he purpose or 
1'1niah1n1 the St at • Houae ao tar aa the eame will 
extend• t • be pai d 1nto the bands or Nehemi ah 
~1llon and Bleazer McComb , Eaqa . Commissioner s 
he:retoton appointed tor superintending said work• 

.375 



- 2 -

July1 1189 1 apeolal aeaaion tor l•YJ1AI a apeoial 
rate to ra1ae ,200 acldit1onal , axe• agreeable 
~• Aot or Aaaellbly 

November ■eaa1ona 1T89 [ p. 33] 
•John Clayton. John Banni ng and Riobard Ba•1et, 1 
Eaqu1rea appointed Comm1••1oner• tor the Co\ll't 
Houae ln the Town ot Dover 1n the plaoe ot Charle• 
ftidgely 1 deo ' d and Eleaaer MoOomb and Nehemiah 
Tilton who have remov•4 out ot ih• oount7. May 
8eaa1on 1790, poet Jamee 8Jkea i• appointed in tb• 
room et Mr. Banning wbo deo11ne4." 

lb1d sums p4, Bll1abetb autlar tor rent ot a houae 
toc'ontainltw Book• and Heoorda (belonging t o th• 
Recorder• Ott1ce1 Tboa. W1ld tor rent tor h1s 
houa•a 3 months, tor like aentce i and Jame• 
MoCly■ent tor rent of a room tor keep1na tbe 
paper• of Pranc1• Mane1'• ottioe. 

Hovember-Deoember 11 1789 - •Paid Dand Harpel' tor 
work done 1n the Court Hotuse ,o tit 1 l tor bolcling 
tbe lleotlon." 
1b1d •t e atruok tor the purpoae offtn1•b1ng the 
ltiie Houae 1n t he Town ot DOver ao tu ae the 
Sue will exti.end 1Jo be pa1d into the handa ot 
John Cla,ten, John Baning and U ohard Baaaett., 
Commiaelonera bertotor appo1nted 1n place ot tbo•• 
deade and remo••d out ot the aount1 • •• • " 315 

[ ibid] - Paat and present State Treaaurera author11ed 
iopay over to the former Comm1salonen any tunda 
in -h•1r hand• tor lfbioh the latter are aooountable, 
December 18• 1719. 

Hovellbe~ December 1190 - To !boa. V1ld to-r " n' ot 
a houae tor Reglatera and Reoorder• otti•••• 
December 1789-April , 1790 ,, 

1111411 • "St r t.Ok tor purpose or t1n1abing t he State 
Houae o• tor oarl")'lng on the work •••• • 315 

November 22. 1791 •• ••••' t b• aame t1M the Court 
took into oonalderation the neo•aa1ty ot appointing 
aome r1, peraon to t ake oare ot t he cnrt House to 
keep 1t •l•an to pron.de a autt1e1en, q\lan,1i1 or 
good. b1okor, wooct io be depoaited 1a tbe oellar 
and• r i he •aae bouae tor t h• uae of th• aeTeral 
court• tiO be held 1n th1a Co1&n,110 •IDPlOJ aome 
peraona to olean th• oellar• and remoYe the nabb1•h 
thereout and to do and perform all ~h1np n•o•••ary 
1n •he pnrd.•••• an4 'l'bomaa Vlld waa appoi nted tor 
that purpoae •• •• ~ 



- 3 ,.. 

ibid 22-10-0 appropriated ,o be paid quarterly 
to T. Wild tor Janitonal se1"11oe■ and wood. 

Polder 1787 Court House Comm1•a1on 

Petition ror pe.rm1aa1on to tear down old court house 
and ott1oes to "make u1e et the Hard Br1cks round 
1n those bu1ld1nga tor the roundat1on ot the new1• 
submit a contract [now missing] tor supplying 
bricks tor the court House; suggest a building 
4o• x 60•. but believe an extension or tee, 
would be better. allowing apace tor a gallery in 
the leg1elat1ve chambers, 16,000 additional teet 
o~ 'board and plank now aeaaon1ng ror deliver, to 
~oreatIAnd1ng 1n Aprill aeantl1ng and lime aboul4 
be ordered tor spring delivery. Locally aeoured 
m.ater1als anc1 labor will be paid by order.a on 
Count1 Treaawzer. 

8111. December 19, 1787 
Items 1neludea digging olay tor br1ck•J K1ln ot 
bricks, 41,SOOJ making and burning 200~00 br1cka; 
3,000 tt . boardaJ 3129 tt. ot inch bd. 1 3279 ot 
1 l/4, 1135 or l l/2, 954 or 2", and 9~2 inoh 
Sap [s1c0 

Folder 1788 Court llouae Coir.m1.ae1on 

Let,er• Sleace~ McComb trom Jaeob Broom, Mar. 3, 1788, 
reoommending Iaaao Jackson tor the \'brickwork ot 
th• Pllblia B'll1ld1ng." Vouabe~• drawn againat 
Court House and public ott1cea building acco\fflt, 
b1lls tor materlal5 and aervioesa phy■1e1ana• 
1tem11ed bills tor attendance and clrugaJ tor 
three pereon, injured in the Court House acoident. 

1older 1788-1790 Kent tev Court Proceedings 

'1h11 is a cert1t1ed eopy ot a portion ot 1186-1801 
resord. 

Polder 1789 Co~ House commi.aa1on 

Acoounts • Aug. 1789 - painting the oorn1sh (sic) ot 
Court Housai glasing 1208 Lights ot Saahea; 
Jo1aph Canon pd tor glass, paint and oils, 
Joehua Seal tor brieka, Alludes to "sale ot 
the root ot the otticee and or sundry materials 
or the 014 CouJ:"1; House.I Aooount also mention• 
•the apire, vane and Ball• looks, Iron bars ••. 
eto. ~elong1ng to the old Court House and ott1cea, 
in D~. Tilton'& garrettJ• alao "Two large open 



■tovearor th• Court Room, now laying in the 
eoui-t Houae1 Pour p1eoes or Square Timber t or 
the Coltun11a; Timber for the trame or the Cupola .• 
Lime provided tor "Oar ry1ng up the Oh1111J1ey tops 
and building the Battl ements. Only pa.rt ot the 
work 111 done.• 
Folder contains typed aanuaor1pt and original 
or account. and a large number or voucheN whioh 
do not epeo1ty the commo41t1e1 or work for whloh 
they pay. 

Folder 1790 Court House Comtnission 

1790 -let month 10th - ve.ry detailed 1ntonaat1on or the 
accounts or Whittington Drape~ and Joseph Nock, Jr. 
for carpentry . 5ugge1t photoatat1ng. ( 2 pp.J 
MitltiOns "framing Octagon root 336 tt. 8JltOn g other 
1teme. 
November 1790 - Bill tor 148 ft. heart p1ne. 112 
feet ot cedar tor State House, December 13 
Novol!Jbei- 27 •1790 • Aoaount or the ■urrtv1ng 
original Comaiea~oners . Item.a include payanta 
to Jeffrey Berry and Cato Tharp tor d1gs1ng clay 
ror 200,000 br1ok1; making the bricks (Joahaa Seal) 
cartage and "aover1ngR them. at dates between 
April 6. 1787 and November 27 1 1787; •To a be d 
cord uaed in t aking down the old Court nous••" 
April 3, 1788" • "To cash pd. Alexander 01van f or 
a plin or the Court House." May 7. 17881 "To 1 
~uart Rwn at haling 1n the colum s • " April 1~ • 17 88 J 

To cash paid for Slock Bricks tor Pao1e• " May 24, 
1788 [What does this entry mean? ] ; "To Wm. Howel l 
for a brick plane and hire ot • H.orse ancl Cart 
drawing dust. May 14. "To John Wateon tor digging 
the cellar and foundation ot the Uoueef, May 14. 
"To Thoa. Alston tor be.ring ott 57,150 briok• 
June 7, 1788; E. w. M~Comb'e hands tor "assisting 
to get 3 girders and mawing orr q atooka at hie 
rarm,~ June 2s, 1788; "To John Ward tor trelght 
of Stock Brick. 11'1'0 Pape and Com.egy■ fop 91 
Hhdda Lime at 231, fre ight and cartage or stone• 
Decembers. 17881 glue, brade-December 29, 17881 
A To Charlee Hillyard to~ rwn s upplied Thoma■ Ki rk; 
Br1ckmaker•, Feb. 17891 "To lead auppl~ed tor the 
Octagon Root.• Feb. 10, 1789; dreee1ng 9400 sh i n g les 
Mar. l2t 17891 "To l quart Rum at Haling (Probably 
hauling, in the columns", April 15, 1789; moulding 
and burning 57,000 hricka, nnd 55 . 500 bricks . same 
date [ payee not named]; "To W1l l on Duokmaster tor 

4
proour1ng 8 stwies tor cellar windows with freight ," 
. 3.i9 Bar lron with porterage and freight, and 

"r:reight ot 4 1 tones"• all Me.y 1, 1789; 500 rt . 
Ctid~r boarda 1 May 1. l 789J "Swaney and HenJamin 
tor labor carrying up the chimney tops" July 14, 
17891 •To J oaeph canon. ot Philadelphia, tor 1 
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box.ea gla•••••• 100 lb. wlite lead•••• -2 gallons 
Linseed 011 •••"• Aug. 22 1 l789J Wm. Kirk for 
61000 br1ck■ 1 Oct. 71 1789; "To 3 }lhds. Lime, 
25 lba . Oalcum and 1 1/2 whiting procured by 
capt. Jame• Moore or Philadelphia", Oct. 31, 17891 
freight on 6.000 brioks from Wilmington, do, 7000, 
Qoth liov. 23, 1789; "To Richard North, stone cutter's 
bill"; "Tow. Buckmaster ror a Box glass", June 28, 
1790; To John Wheelton tor 3 squared Poplar stocka and 
2 tlatted one•"• Nov. 1, 1789; "John Pinkerton and 
sons tor Locks and Hinge&" Nov. l, 1789J To ••. 
Jobn K111•n tor Sprigs - 1.2"1 Nov. 1, 1789, "6 1 000 
tin points used 1n Glazing the W1ndows1 which Thomas 
W114 is to allow tor 1n his account"; To money paid 
Alexander Givan, aa well on acoount ot h1a ■erv1c•• 
aa in advanoea tor work he engaged to do b~t was 
prevented by death trom etfeot1ng lt . "• [undated) J 
7,000 br1cka purchased ot Joshua Seal 1n Wilmington", 
[n.d.J (Recommen~ Photoctating •nt1re doc.16 pp.) 

1790 Kent Court House Commiaaion Acoounta 

Nov. 27, 1190, reoommenda that Joahua Beal wabate" 10 
atill owing, "on aaoount ot the det1a1eney and 
waste ot Br1cka made by him. " 

Mar. 12, 1790 - aopy b1ll tor interior woodwork 
Joallpa Nook, Jr. • Mai-. 12 . 

1721 Kent Count1 Cout,t House Comm1as1on 

July 16 1 1791 - scant11ng tor cupola to bt auppl1ed. 
[n.d. J copy bill for 1nter1or woodwork, w. Draper 
Jan. 4, 1790j l stock lock tor oella~ door [to R1ohard 

Bassett 
Mar. 21 1791 - 1 pr. Brass andirons, 2-0-0, 1 pr. 

Sconoe■ 1-16-0 1 l pr. Bcllowaes - 7•6, 2 pr. 
~nuttera -5-1 1 pr. polished ■teel oandelat1oka, 
13-6. 

Oot. 2~ 1791 - glaa• lamp, 1-6-3, or Anth . P. Morr1a 1 
Pb1ladejiph1a. 

Nov. l• 1191 - Marble hearth, 6 tt . I 1/16 2•5•0 1 
bought or Richard North 

Nov. 29 1 1791 - •To making a ahu auntlower & ta1ae1•­
ll•3- Thos. Jertria 

Dec. 1, 1791 - "To painting and gilding a su.ntlowe~ & 
ta111el" Miah . Key, l. 

Deo. l, 1791 - [Copy - aooount ot Eleazer McComb 
1howing the above wire fixture• tor light in entry. 

Aug. 9, 1791 - oopy-bill tor oarpentrr I Mr. Wake11&n• 
2 doca . 
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1791 Kent Levy Court {Building Account} 

Apr. 29 - 8 pieaes of lea6, 399 lba., 500 1 cedar 
board, Sept. 30, 604• cedar board 
Jan. 1-Deoember 31, David Da•enport, includea: •crews 

tor lock, iron for lock to ahut 1n, 14 kneea 1 drilling 
and making sorewa for ban1stem, l plait, 8 ■traps 
for ban1atar1 2 lb, beads, 10 sets or w1ndow 
hinges, and numerous bolts, screw■, double screw■ , 
brads and other hard"Ware. 

n.d. - Christopher Harton-moulding, ballasters, columns, 
and other 1nte~1or carpentry (Copy) 

Jan.-June - Smith and Stevenaon - 1 pr. butt hinges, 2 
stock looks, 6 pr. hinges. 

Jan, 131 Gr1rf1th Coombs, Philadelphia, 750 ft. l 1/2" 
heart of pine board, 450' of 2" poplar plank, 
366 rt. poplar acantl1ng, 8 lba. English glue. -
1 oz. Isenglass glue 

Nov.-Decm. 1789, eatate ot John Baning. 1500 bricks, 
3 pr. hingea; Mar. 1791, 5 lb•. glue, 2 lbs. putty. 

Nov. 22. Robert Catton, Ph1ladelph1a. 12 book■ or gold 
leat' 

May 20, Whittington Draper, 276 feet or window "shelter•" 
- fraaing 2 pr. delivered previously. 

June l, J no Mcculloh, Philadelphia, 240 heart plank - 55 1 

of 5/8" heart ot pine J 6 ,coo plastering lathes t 
90 lights , 10" X 12" 

Aug. 9 ., Combs & Howe, carpenter work - 1ncludintp; 
"Gemetrical staircase• [geometrical] (Copy) 

Feb. 14 1 P. Lofland - 2007• cedar board 
July 12. -Benjamin White, •11 days oaulking and 

laying the root of Court House." 
n.d. - Abraham Stoma - 4 oz 1/2 or King~ Yellow 

(Is this a paint ingredient? Copy) 
April.16 - May 25 - Thomas Reynolds, Brandywine. 10 

turned Balliater(s) or Iron wt. 175 lb. i 2/0-
11-10-0, Receipt says "Iron Bann1atera tor the 

staircase in the Court HoWle at Dover" 
n.d. - Front door - detailed carpenter bill (Copy) 
Oct. 28 - Charles Whitelock-Plastering 756 yda. of 

lathwork 1 1'17 yda. ot wall, and five f1replaoeas, 
••• "dubbing and levelling the po■tan 

Jan. 10, Wm. Reese -heartha, stoves, etc. (Copy) 
Oat. ll - Geor~e Kennard and Co., Cross Rd. - 20 gal. 

011 1 l barrel oil, 4 kegs white lead in Oil. l 
lamp black, 2 oz. Prussian Blue,~ oz. yellow ochre; 
"patent yellow" expected shortly [This not clearly 
1dent1f1ed as a Court House acct. but 1792 acct~ 
includes an item this date, tor hauling paints and 
oils drum. Cross Road] 
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1792 Kent Court Houae Commission 

Dec. 16, 1790 - Salt for the stoves. 
June 28, 1791 - 14 screw■ 2 l/2" long. 
July 28,1791 - 1 post for top of cupola 
Sept.-Oot., 1791 - several purchaaea of"white ■and" 

in 1 or 2 bushel orders. 
June 21 - Gr1tt1th Coomb•• Bracket• tor aconoea in 

Court House chamber, 2 bead and tlush boards o■ 
eaoh aide or the Court House door 

Feb. 27 - To working and pulling (putt1ngt) up 2-• 
Cornice, putting up old cornice formerly put up 
by Nook-Coomba &[Holt?] 

Jwte 19, 1791 - glazing 274 lights, in several groups, 
Thoe. Denny 

Apr. 26. 1791 - 251' cedar board, July 28, 20-0 18" 
Bh1ngl••· 

Dec. 6, 1790 - Mo■ea Whitelook - plastering 375 1/2 yda. 
walls, 106 yd■• oe1ling, 3 tireplae••• rubbing 
3 ceiling•. 

1793 Kont Court House Conun1ss1on 

Mar. 5 - John How, "tor making the trontiap1ece and saah 
and tor cutting away and lining beside the aaah or 
the court Hou■e". [A fragment ot an aooount1ng 
enter■ this item as "To How's additional charge 
tor the front room"). 

1796 Kent court Hoase 

June 27 ~ James Wakeman, l 1/- yd. green cloth, - yd. 
bindingJ 

June 29 - cu~tain f1n1a [?J, 2 lb. Spanish Brown. 4 gal. 
011, keg White lead. 20 lbs . Whiting, padlock. 

Report of Robert Clark, Commissioner, Jan. 5, 1796: 
"The tlat part or the root has been covered with copper •••. 
A aum baa al■o been appropriated to the painting or 
the ■hingled part ot the root, the window ahuttera and 
trame•• and the door■." A Q&rpenter 1• making aeata 
tor the Speakers or Senate an4 House but work 1a not 
t1n11hed on them. Account■• among other items, include 
additional oil and paint not deaoribed in great•~ detail. 

1798 Kint Leu Court Proceedings 

To Jamee Wakeman to~ Janitorial services, hickory wood 
for uae of the courts. and ringing the bill, $80.00, 
item 91; to Jamea Wakeman tor window glass, $2.36 
[no number; dated mar. 27Ji to adm1n1atratoieor 
Nathaniel Hunn and James Sykea, conun1111oner; for 
boards purchased tor the Court Hou1e, $36.00 and 
$23.00, (Wed., Mar. 20th]. 
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!799 Kent LevY Court Proceedings 

March 6• order •~opted forbidding Juat1oea or the 
Pe aoe troa to141ng hearings or o•••• in the Court 
Hous•J •keeper or tbe Rouse" ordered to esolude 
them. 

James Wakeman Peappo1nted aaretaker or the court houae­
aame 4ut1ea as aboq. $70.001 "To Jame■ Wakeman tor 
balance or work done on the Bar ot the court Houae. 
$26.66, 

1799-1802 LeyYCourt Prooeedin5s 

p. 22 - 15.6, reappointment or James Wakeman as oare\aker 
ot the Court Hou•• and author1sat1on ot 6 eord1 or 
hiakol'J wood •outt1ng it short and depo■it1ng it 
1n the aellar• 

p, 23 • 1800 Jamee Wakeman empowered to •sell two Brua 
Look■ Wh1ah waa purohaaed tor the Court Hou••• and 
with the mone1 thereot to puroba1e two others more 
au1table tor 1&1d Houae.• 

p. 5'1 • 1801 - items 119At-195 • Wm. Riley aa aaretaker 
ot the Coui-t Houee tor 1801-eaae wording as tor 
Wakel!UUl above. 

P• 56 - 1213.-Wa. Riley tor ap1kea and nailing down tbe 
eopper or the root ot the court Houae (April• 1801). 

p. :81- Mar. 23, 1802 - Resolution ordering examination 
or a leak 1n the Court Houae root and an estimate 
ot the ooat of repair. 

P• 8~" ~ar. 3, 1802 • Renewal of Wm. Riley's appointment 
as caretaker, and order tor six cords ot hickory 
wood, #262, 263. 

p. 92 - May 5, 1802, Jonathan Manlove appointed oaretaker 
dl.ll'ing the 1naapao1ty ot Wm. Riley. 

P• 93 - "At a apecial meeting or ~he LeVJ Court called 
and held at Dove~ on Thursday the 2nd December, 1802-
tor the purr,,ose ot adopting mea■w-•• to repair the 
damage done to the root of th• State Ho1111e by the 
late t1Nt ••· NJacob Stout and Jaoob Purbee were 
appo1nte4 a commltt•• to have the HPai:Pa made.•-

1803 Kent County Levy Court Proceedings 

[p. 2] • item f2 • Aooount tor $7.83 tor lead tor repair 
ot root approved [Feb. 1, 1803]. 

Qp. 3] • 17- John Bayer appointed oaretaker, and to 
eupply hickory wood. 

18- L1at of artlale1 bought for the county t:rom 
the estate Jamee Sykea, deo'd, tol'ID8r Prothonotary. 

P•b.] • [between 113, 14] ordllr on the Treasurer to pay 
Jc:m:n Wild and Bethuel Wataon 5-lT tor work and 
nails tor repairing Court House :N)ot. 

222 - Author111ng 6 oo~d• ot hiokory wood to• u■e ot the 
oourta t~ b• depoa1te4 1n the oellar ot the Court House. 
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1803 Kent County Leyz Court Proceedings (Cont'd. ) 

tat - Purohas1na material.a and having new doora made to 
-the cellar or the Court House and repairing tbe 
wall ot the same • • • • •11.00" 

[226 l/2) - authorizes building a tenc•• w11'b one large 
and one small gate, around the Gaol lot and 
planting "ornam&nt&l treos in aa1d lot ••• " 

1803 CQurt House c9mm1aaion 

Tranaonpts or tull tez:t or tint and thlr41tema 
ab1traated above. 

180f Kent LeyY Court Proceedings 

Mar. 5, 1807, 164 - $1,000.00 appropriated to the order 
or Nioholas Ridgely and George Cumndna, Comm1aa1oners, 
"tor repairing and painting the State House , [and] 
tor paving C and) enoloa1ng a 1ard be tore the same J" 
previous order appointing a oomm1aa1on to procure 
andm-oct 0 A ~light of atone atepa at the front 
door or the State Bouse" rescinded and the appro­
priation to~ the wol'k transrewed to tb• new 
comm11111on•a acoouot . 

167 - Nathaniel Boyer appointed to take oaN ot the 
State ffouae, clean it and provide wood ror the courts 
to be placed in the oellar; also to obtain and plaoe 
a look "1n tbe garret ■tory or t he aaid house." 

1808 &eQ Leyz Court Proceedings 

#21 - ReaolYed that two atove• and the neoeeaary ~uant1t1 
ot pipe be PUl"ohUed tor the use ot the Court Room 
ot the lta'te House •• • that Jame• Sar4en ••• be 
authori1ed to proaure the aame and have them put 
up in the laid room with sheeta or oopper under them 
••• " 

164 - Nathaniel Boyer reappointed caretaker or the 
Court House. 

tol. 299 - H1oholaa ftidgely and George Cwnmlna ordered 
to have the outside or the Court House painted. 
any other neceasary repair• made, and trom any 
balance of the funds 1n their hands• have lib• moat 
neoeaaary in~erior pa1nt1ng dono. 

1810 Kent Levy Court Proceedings 

2-6 - 8alanoe ot aum appropriated tor Court Houae repai~e 
transrerred to painting the new Gaol o 
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1812-1815 Levy Court Proceedings 

[18121 - 156 - N. Boyer appointed caNtaker ot s,ate 
House. 

190 - To Nathaniel Boyer tor boz1ng poplars 
betore State MOWie door • 

. [f9l - Detailed account or arrangement ot poplar 
t rees to be planted in front ot the gaol] 

[1813] - tol. 153 - R1oha:rct c. Lockwood appointed care­
taker ot the court Houa• 

fol. 136 - •aeaolved that the thN• cellar 4oor1 
ot the court Houee be repaired and have good locks 
put on them (;] that a c1roular s l at tenoe out of 
good ·w[h1teJ o(ak] board and w.o. post■ and 
encloaing a b&Ok yard to t he eaid Com-t HOWie to 
begin at the corner ot th• eaid Houee next oto 
Sykea• ■table• and •benoe 1n a alroular fora and 
join th• corner ot theaaid Houae next ffl'l1p[p1ng] 

poat - be 30 feet in the w1deat Pla4e or ■aid 
[aioJ fence ,o •aid Houe '414h aaid J al'd ■hall be 
••wed down in graa• and plant ed in t reea • tbe aa14 
renoe ahall have a gate t hree t eet wide tbro 1t t o 
adm1t peraone into ■aid. yard." $80.00 appropriated. 

[1814] [169 - Allusion to •the Jail pump and the pump 
b•tore ~h• ■htt ottie•" 

[1815] - Feb . 10 - 16~ - a resolution, Cffl&ed out. i mplies 
that the 7ard won autho~ized in 1813 mQ not have 
been done. 

1820 Prooeed1nge ot the 1'eyY Court 

1127 • Vincent Vandetord appointed caret aker. 
158 ... $40. oo tor making a "preas" tor the Prothonataey' a 

ott1ce, 10 rt . wide , 7 tt . high , wi th •about 170 
pigeonholes. " 

159 - Snlall balance ot bill or Vincent Vandeto~d nror 
painting the State Hou•••" 

1822 Kent Levy Court 

Pet1t1on Jo••Ph &nd J. L. Harper and A. John• making 
repair ot Ktbe atepa leading up t o our ot t1oes , 
( wbioh] troa age , have become decayed, ao much so, 
1n taat that 1t 11 dangerous tor persona t o aacen4 
them.• - Endoree4. "Aoted upon and moneJ atruok.• 

1831-32 Kent Lep Court Proceedings 

Sept . I T - JOhn Manny ordeNd to "repaj_r t he platform and 
pavement at the ■outh end ot the Stat e House• and r ender 

aac•t in tile. [no 14entit1ed entr1 in ,ebruary). 
375 - Mau-oh s ession~ Messrs Clement and Denney appointed 

to examine upon and report "what repairs are 
neoeaaary to be done t o t he State Hou•••• 

377 - $100.00 appropria ted tor repairs to the State HO\lse, 
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1832 Kent r~vy Court Proceedings 

273 • John w. Many tor "keeping in order and auperin• 
tending the State House." 

375 ~ Meaara Clement and Denny appointed "to examine 
and report what ~•P•ira are neceaaar, to be done 
to the State Houae.q 

377 - $100.00 appropriated to repairs 

1833 Kent LevY Court Proce~d.1ngs 

[not,b1ng pertinent] 

183~ Kent Levy Court Proceedings 

1309 - John Manney appointed oaretak•~. $50.00 yearly 
1367 ... $20.00 appropriated to "Henry Todd tor painting 

and 1aprov1ng the building now oooup1ed aa the • 
ott1ae ot the Cl(er]k ot the Peace tor Kent 
County and the Sheritra• ott1ce." 

1834-35 Kent Levy Court Proceedings 

109 • Putting up Breat work in the State Hou•• tor the 
eleot1on in November laat. 

120 - An appropriation to "El1jah MaDow111 late keeper 
ot the State Hous e and bail1tt to this court." 

123 ~ Henry Todd, repairs on nooitder'• ott1oa. 
133 • Lock tor door on State Ho"ae. 
2-8 - Door to cellar under H. M. R1dgely 1a ott1o•• 

br1ok work ot cellar window repaired. an4 new 
a111 to window or ohaneery Cou.ttt $15.00 Total 

1834-42 Kent Levy Court Proceedings 

Peb. 1835 • 157 - Putting up Breast work 1n the State 
Houaa tor el•ot1on $1,000 

158 - George M. Manlove cleaning out Court HOWie oellarJ 
Elijah McDowell, late keeper ot the State House 

179 - Stook and lock tor garrett door1 Bta•e House. 
tol. 1~10 - "An aat tor the Bu1ldlng a State House" 

read and ordered ente~d on th• Proaeed1nge 
(Mar. 1835)-detailed 1nstruot~ona. Term• accepted 
by th• County. 

p. ~O.-Reaolution requaating ~•nt tor the uae or the 
court Ho\llle ror u.s. D1atr1ot and oircuit eourt 
sea■ion•• hAthe~to au.ppl1ed without COIIJ)enaation. 
Any funds ao obtained to be used •ol•lY ror 1u1table 
furnishing the oou~ l"OOm or tor adding to the law 
l1brary. 

Peb.1836 • 169 • Repairing look on Stat• House door 
p. 11 - Joseph Buckmaster reappointed keeper Qf the Court 

Houee. 
11•9 - la,ment to John M. Clayton authorised to~ drawing 
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a lease between th• Maraball or th• Delaware 
Dletr1at and John M. Clayton ae agent tor the 
Levy coui-t. 

l'eb. 1837 -1123 • 'I'Wo reaolu.t1on11 conoem.1ng payment• 
$1~8.T5 and t s 1.001 th• tlrat a reimburaement to 
Commia1ioner1 ror money expended by them in 
titting up the court Roos,,• the other a balance 
tor tuz-niture tor the Court Boom. Allude• to 
un1pec1:r1ed. rent paid by the United State• Courta. 
lfo . detail. 

Mar. 1837 131- • Joaeph Buokmaeter appointed Keeper 
or t he State House. 

Mar. 1838-following 33Oa same 
1384 - Peter ~dams , Keeper ot th• State House tor 
the year 1837. " 
139~ - $20 . 00 to be paid Joseph Buokmaat•r •tor 
the purpoee or making a door 1n the partition 
betw••n the two cellar• and puttinf a new trap 
door to the old.• (State Hou1e1-I 22 implies it 11.] 

hb. 1839-1302 - Appropriation tor "two tons or stove 
ooalR ror uae ot the court. [Previous appropriation• had been ror •ood only). Alao perataaion tor Dover 
Lyceum to hold weekl.111eetin1• in the Levy Court 
room. 
14~1 - Joseph a~okmaater reappointed Keeper or the 
Stata Houae. 
•-•9 ~ Wood tor Court House. 

Nov. 1839 - #25 - Repa1~1ng windows 1n the Recorders 
o.rr1ce, 

Feb. 1840-108 - Stove r,pair in O(rpbana] C(ourt] ott1oe. 
1205 - Repair• ~n court Howse $20.13 
1207 - Work on Court Houae $11 . 36 
358 - Joseph Duckmaater appointed to take charge 
ot the Court Houae to?t 18110 

Feb, 18~1 - 1176 - Painting Levy CoUl't room and entry. 
Mar .1841- #413 - .Joseph Duekmaster_. "Trustee or the 

Court Hou.ae• - $50. 00 
1471 - Joeoph Buckmaster appointed to ~alee oaee . ot 
the Court Houae 

Peb. 1e,a-,188 - Acoount1ng with Samuel M. Harrington, 
Truetee or the Court Room and Library Pund. 

18~3-44 Kent teyY Court Proceedings 

Ma~. 184--1173 - Joseph nuekmaster for tak1n8 care ot Court House a,nd tumiture 
NoY. 18~3-1341 - Caah ~or coal tor court. 

184~-45 Levy Court Proceedings 

Peb. 18-5-tol. ,1,1-Allueion to Jt.lda• Harrington•• superintendent tor repair• on th• Court Rouae and 
Trustee ot the Libra~, PWtd. 
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Mar. 18-5-235 - Joseph Bringhurat tor t aking care ot 
the Court House 
272-Charlea Polk tor stove tor oft1oe $10.00 

1848-~9 Len Court Proceedings 

fl-7 • Feb. seaeion-Dover Lyceum granted use or Levy 
Court room for meeting$ 1r not oooup1ed by Lev7 
or county courts. Lfoeuro to provide own fuel and 
light• asou_.e carte of the turntture and oar•tully 
put out firae before leav1ng. 

#170-Benoh tor Rftoordera ottioe. $3. 00 . 
1178-Rent from u.s. ton court room 
299-"Taking care ot cout,t houee•-payment to Thos • 

. Buckmaster. adm. of Joseph Buckmaater• deQ'd. 
313-Samuel c. Letherbury, Superintendent or the 

Court Houae. 
Mar& 14.1849- #231-"John Wyatt tor making jury boxes 

$6.00 when the same shall be varnished in 
workmanlike manner.• 

#233-S. c. Letherbury. to,: oandlea. $4.-110. 
l 23T•TO Samtuel] c. t.eatherburr to~ keeping Court House 

1 year,. $50.00. 
1288-Repairs to plastering ot C[lerk or the Peace) ot~1ce. 

Nov.6.1849. 
#3, 4-to John A. Moore and H. ~odd• al[ lowanoea] ro~ 

stoves for office•• $11.25 and $11.00 reapect1vely. 

End ot Series in main ~loor vault . 



Vol. 111 PP• 

Lavo or De laware -------
999-1001 1 author111ns a lottery tor raising 1000 ror 

"titting up and preparing chambera 1n the New 
Court Houue ••• " ror the accommoda.t1on of the 
General Aaae~ly; any aurpl uu tor "finishing 
and co1apleting tbe eaid Court Houso"• J'an. 3. 
17911 1023-241 supplement , Oct . 26, 17911 p. 1217• 
appropriating $1066. 67 tor covering flat ~art or 
root w1th oopp~r and other t1n1ah1ng det ails, 
Peb . 7, l795i P• 13~3, Ro~o:Nter ot Deoda aa•1gne4 
lower roo~ in s.t. corner. 1797 [ d~ miaa1nil • 

Vol. VI, P• 391-3'2 - t300. oo tor repairs. contingent upon matching 
by Levy Court• J'an. 1825. 

Vol.. u . P• '56Jt .. $200.00 ro-r repairP and- pa1nt1ns, cont111sent upon 
matching by Levy court, Feb. 1843. 

$JOO. 00 appropriate d to atop l eaks and repair 
roora any balance to Town or Dover ror:: •1mproving 
the public grounds bet'oN the State Jtouso" 
Feb . 28, 1849. 

[re transfer or certain booka to the gal'trett], 
1!c2. 

repairs to roor and cupola, 1867 

Vol. XIV. pp. 329-333 ~ ( re acqu1s1t1on of tull title, 1873]J 
6671 6"rf [re committee on the oond1t1on ot t be 
Pub11o Bu1Y<hngoJ 

Vol. XV, P• 32•,- P• 331•332 (re payment or b1lla and reimbursement 
to cocamiasionere J nnd re bell, 18?!>] J p . 352 -

[!!. appointment and dutiis at State Librari an 
and Cuntod1an, 18751. 

Vol. XVI, P• 25- .. r,eaolut1on re sanitar, arra.ns•menta and gener&l 
repatrn, Mar-: 2,, 1879. 

Vol. IVllI, P• 981 - [ £!. o•~&.&e connection, 1809]1 998 - cormn1tte• 
to oono1der :r,opai:rs and iapl"Overaenta, 1889 . 

Vol. :xn. p. 51'6 - to paper oovernoi-•o room and ropa1r t\lrn1ture; 
554, 560 [minor b1lla)i 575 - aol'Clena. an~ hooda 
tor Windows on lowor atoey 1 18911 P• 1154• ropa.1ra 
to tum1ture 1 1893; P• 115H. committee appointed 
to alter ottxoe arrangement to provide adoquate 
quarters ro~ tbe State Trea~urer, 1893. p. 1192 
Treasurer ordered to make autho"t-ized chan1ea. 1Asn. 
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Vol. ll1 p. TJO - co11m1,tee ,o improve the oanitary condition ot 
the Stato Hou■e, 1897J p. 131 re p&JIMtnt tor 
Sta~e Library addition to the lli'at• Houae. 18911 
P• 736, autbor11atlon ot purobue ot a flag tor 
41aplay during Aa■emt>ly aeaa1ona. 18971 p. 151, 
oosnraitte& to -.Jc• neceaau-, change• and alter­
ation• 1n the ln~eno~. and ropain, 1891. [State 
t.1brarr. p. "-5, authorisation ot a v1ng to bouao, 
16951 p. 2191 reaolut1on re oor::imlttee to oonaider 
bu11d1ng1 1895 Q1&eey I wu11brary 1n a aeearate 
building betore th1at Text 1mpl1ee tMa.j 

Vol. l.111 pp.5-13 - tul'n1ab1ns• and npaln and a■algnmen, ot l"Ooaa, 
po11ee authol'1.tJ to~ Janitor, 1898. 

Vol. XXIII, P• 59 • continuing annual appropr1at1on •t t500.00 tor 
heating, lighting, and repairing State Uouae, 1905. 

Vol, XXIV, PP• 23-2Ja • Coma1ae1on to make alterat1ona and repa1n, 
ltOf. P• 692 - Oo.rmltt•• appointed to report on 
advi■ab1Ut7 et bu1ld1ng a Mew State Koua•• 190T. 

Vol. XXY1 PP• 6•7 • prov1a1on to:, adQ1ltlatrat1on u4 library building 
and alteration• to hate House. 1909. 

Vol. XXVI, P• 1• - erder1n1 plaoe•nt ot a oommemorat1ve to.blet 1n 
the rotunda, 19llJ pp. -5-~6, $1,000 tov heat. 
11gbt and repairs p. 6• $12,000 tor extra 
expen••• S.ncW!'Nd 1n btdld1ng libru-, w1ng and 
altenn1 8tate Howse, 1911. 

Vol. XXVII, pp. 14-16. authorisation tor •eoulng portraito and 
hla1or1oa1 painting• tor State Houae; 11-19. 
aaaignment •t roou, 1913. 

Vol. XXVIIX, p. ~96 1 re1olution eatabl1ah1ng prooedurea tor tbe 
tempor. ary NlllOv&l ot ~ortra1 te or pa1nt1taf. bJ 
the Ponra1t= Co..S.aa1on, 191.5. pp. 53, 6, 
appropriation tor State Houae 1nolud1ng •2,000 
tot- heat, light and repairJ p. 601 appi-opr1at1on 
top portra1to and deoorat1ng. 1915. 

Vol. xxu, P• 16T, Comm1••1on on deoorat1on or oap1to1 author;taed ,o 
prooure SllUJ'al.e, •1-0,000J p. 10, 83, boat. llab'• 
repa1ra, t2,500, 191T. 

Vol. XU• PP• 38-•o, auihorlzing a new building, on atte ot Count1 
building to be a •w1n«, annex or addition to ~be 
State Houae", aroh1tecturally compatible, and 
ereoted u a 111t1aor1al to th• Delaware ••rv11emen 
ot all waraJ to be t1n1ab•d bf Jan. 1, 19211 
t1251 000 appropriated, April 1

1
19195 P• 49, 

ll&bt, heat, repatn, t6,ooo, 919. • 
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Vol. XXXI, lpeo1al ••••lon, no entr1•• 

Vol. XXXII, pp. •9, 63, beat, 11sht and repair•• •1,500, 1921 

Vol. XXXIII, PP• ~8• 60 - repairs• tz.ooo, 192J 

Vol. XXXIV, Pp. 20-22 - State Houae Annex lozmd.aa1on created, 
b\11.lcllng to be at r&ar ot State Uouoe, t 150,0001 
repa1~ budget ror tb1$ bu1l41ng alone noi eYident, 
1925. 

Vol. XXXV, p. 68 - (Repair bu.dget; n9' ite•i•ed trom th1a point]. 

Vol. llXV1 1 PP• T~l0, cuatod1an1a dut1•• aoditled, April 17J 
p. 821, comm1t,oe to 1nveat1gate need tor 
addition, Heb. 51 U2t. 

Vol. XXXVII, pp. 21-29. a~,hor1aat1on to aoql&ire land tor1 ereot, 
and equip Leg1alat1ve Hall, 1931, Ap~11 251 1931 ■ 

199 - appropriation tor building ouotocU&n, 
$27.500 .00, ot which $9,580.00 vu top operation 
and es ,000.00 tor repairs an4 replacement• 1n all 
"general government bu1ld1naa" 1 June 15, 1933 ■ 

Vol. XLI. PP• 118-121 - s,a,e Houae Bu1141na cotm1au1on Por 1937 -
lutbol'iz1ng oone,ruot1on ot a new office b\llldina 
pr1mar111 to~ the Seoretary ot State and Pu.blie 
AJ-obivea oo.mm••1cm. Aprll 2211 Ul?■ 

Vol. XLIV, PP• 603-60- - Creation ot Building and Qrounda Coma1.aa1on 
with duty, among other&• ot adv1s1ng the custodian 
ot the StAte Hou.so on landaoaping and maintenance,. 
April 13. 19&l3. 

Vol. LIV. p.1031 - Tra111rerr1ng t90,ooo to State Areh1v•• tor 
reator1ng and fum1ah1ng tbe Old State Houae aa 
&n h1ator1o '11&1141ng, July 1, 196Jf. 



The oi't'icie.l reoordll oonden1ing the Siiate Houae an extremely- ngue, 
'References al"e uaual]¥ udit to 1 !umi8hings 11 and 81Ull items- no cOIIE}>lete 
deeoription ot the building 18 given. I 1ve hunted fo~ a tlSvel account or 
19th-century meraoir whioh llligbt cQnt.ain a tull &taoription.. There h&s to 
be one somewhere. but we haven't 00111e up with it yet.. George Purnell 
Fisher' s 11Reoolleations of Dover in 182411 t41.ls about the houses around the 
Greem and simply :hlq,lte, that the State Howse •a the i,ame as \!hen it ns 
built. Fiahsr ie nioet interested in the !'aot that Charle8 Ridg•ly waa 
killed in an accideni; during the building at the Old State H.ouae, 

Joseph Soott's A Ge .ra hical Desori tion of the at.ates of Ma land and 
Delaware (1807) says, Dover •cons sts o our stree s , o teraect 
each otner at right angles. The area, inoluded vi thin the inwne1Jti on ot t.lte 
four stre(tts, .forma a handsome and apaoioua square, On th• eaat side of the 
p&ftlde is an elegant state house, built ot brick. It gins an air oi 
gNlll&Nr to the tmm. 11 'lb• town at that time consisted of 120 houaes. 

In Elceoutive Mansions • • • , 198 p. 158 and chart p. 28). Md. (17~), Mass, 
(1 798), and Va, {1798) have 18th-centtU7 state bCJWJ98 still in use. Dalawa 
ware 1s ie oldar than th& last two but it is not oonsidered our etatehouae, 

'lba photos in t.b& \-.'iae book of Indapendaooe Ball mq be cf stJM aHistanoe 
to you since we have no real written deooription ot the interior of the 
bulldingdboida Mrs, llidpl.y 11 reaollectiou, It occurred to • that. 
pe:rhapa the Townoe:nd Ml.ding of the interior of Lagialativa !fall is t.he 
beat eDlll'ple an.ilable 0£ 'What the Old State House should look l iiti inaida. 
Hovenr, it. might not be auitable to point out ~ng in the■a buildings 
as exeiuplifioaUon •inae both are ol.tioe buildings. 



Ci• -
OID ST/SE HOUSE, T'rE GREEN, DOVIT,:, DEUl-L\RE 

Q:?l!TIW ~ ilPfST§ Ji SWi?IDt: 

Items of Intcr ~st : 

i:'l. Location: On l oft and right of front entrance in 

Rotunda 
Bronze Tablet s : Inscribed with names of Governors of State of Delawo.rc-- 1, 177 _ 1 71 l-

1777 to 1955. (52J-- 11 Prcsidents11 , not Gover nors, were Heads of State in Qwitwial 

--
i=::= ~ . • 

#2j Locat i on, To l oft faei ne staircase in Rot unda 

Marble Ta.blots : Inscribod uith names of distinguished Dol awaro Officer s i . 

T~c llovolution; Al eo Hombers of t he Convontion .from Delaware wfio f r amed t he .. 

: ·ons'l,..:.tuti on of t he U. s. 

;?3. Location: To left facing st aircase in Rotunda 

Narble Tablets : Inscribea with names of the Signors of t he Decl aration of 

l ndcp~ncfonco from Tho State of Delawore. 

DELA.HARE STATE PORTRAITS 
- Tooa'tion s South Hall-East Wall 

3IX GOVERNORS: 

1. Joshua. Clayton 
2. CaeEJar Augustus Rodney 

3. Thollllls Francis Bayard 

4. Charloe Clarke $tooklcy 
,. Honry Clay Conrad 
6. Simeon Selby Penne\-Til l 

FOUR GOVERNffiSi Locations South Hall---lfost Wall 

1. Ant hony Higgins 4. 
(no namo_p l ate ) 5, 

John P. Cochran (Gov. ) 
Joshua Hopkins Narvel (Gov,) 
Charles Polk 2. John Hood,ri:all (Gov. ) 6. 

.3. Chcr les Robert !lillcr (Gov.) (no name plate 

'!WO GOVEJ"U!ms : Looation, North Hall--...&.st Wall 

1, Samuel :Jhite 
2. Benjamin Thoma.a Biggs 

(Gov. ) . 
). nobort John Reynolds (Gov.) 

4, George Read-- 11The Si~ner of the ~ 
l ar ation of I ndepen ence and tho 
~onatitutionh 

5. Henry Latimer 
6, Thomas NcKcan, Signer 

ONE GCVT!RNOR, Location: North Hall----Hest Wall 

le Rober t Pyle Robi nson (Gov.) J. J&11cs Ashton Bayard 

2, John Hiddleton Clayton 4. Tho~s F. Bayard 

This part of State House (IWRTil HALL) is the old part of State House, faQ:i.ng 

the Green- -NCTICE here wi ndow abQvo the entrancf3, Thia i s said to be an c;::act 

copy in measurements, style, etc., ot one of the eemo windowe (Palladi-an) which 

may be $een in a mar ket place i n Dover, England. 

(nETRACE TCPi:.RT>S netunda, bearing lott, to ANNEX HALL-•towards Tax Office) 



DELA1·!t.RE ST!,TE FCRTHJU~§.:_ I.ocri.tio11: Annex Ha11 ....... 1eft : 7all 

FOUR GOVER?lC!iS : 

1 . Hartin ':nl tham 
2. 
J . 

Hilllo.m Henry H. Roes (Gov•) 
?rc,olcy Spruance 

1. J ohn ~:nles 

ROTUNDA: 

4. Preston Lea (Gov. ) 
5 • John Hunn (Gov, ) 
6. J ames Ponder (Gov. ) 

...... Ri ght Wall 

2, Eli Saulsbury 

Item 1: Old Bell: 1763 (older than Liberty BellJ used in Kent County Court 
iTouac on site of present State House); rang out vigoursly to announce 
the Declaration of Indcpcndance, 

Itm:1 2: Name Plates 11Delaware11 , from Delaware's last Battlcship--said to 
have been the first ship to uae the G?ROOCOPE. First oil-burnini; 
battleship; built in Norfolk, Va.J commissioned in 1910; in use 
until 192.3. , 

Dclawe.re State Library: 

(Portraits ara numbcr~d from entrance into Library from Lounge) 

1. 'iunn1ng Tlccl±.'orc',, Jr. 
2. John Vin:iJ'\g, The Younger 
3, John Dickenson (Dickenson Mansion) 
4 • Rear Adr.1.iral Samuel Francis duPont 
$. Richard Bassett 
6, Peter Stuyvesant 
7. Nicholas VanDykc, Jr. 
8, i}illiam Penn (age 18).; copy Crig::..nal in Independence Hall, Philadelphia 
9. John V:i ning, first c:1iof' Justice State of Delaware 

10. Henry ifoorc Ridgely 
11, John Patton 
12, Sir Thomns 1·-!cst, Lord de la Harr for whom tho State was named (CHECK 

PORTRAI T BOOK for furthor information) 
1.3. 11Thc Tr·oops°Teaving Dover Green" in the Summer of 1776, led by Colonel 

Hazlett, to join the Continental forcel!I under George Washington at 
Valley Forge (Col. Hazlett did not return). This painti ng was done 
by Stanley Arthurs, Delaware po.inter, in 1915 for the Stat e of Delaware, 
(It i o one of the Three Llrge Historical Pnintings on the walls of 
State House.) 

{RETURN 'l'C aotun&--------Pausc at foot of Stairwn.y--for view of the famous 
painting on stair lending (Note beautiful hues) 

G,eorgo Hashington: Acquirc<l by I.ogislative action in 1800 as a 11Nemorial 
to the Father of our Country1'--·•bY Denis A. Voloza.n 

Proceed to JA.ndinr,-~tiirning right to ROTUNDA, eccond floor, 

Items Sec display of the design (State Buildings) present and future 

South He.11----Second Floor: Paintings of famous Delawl'.re States.men: 

East Hnll: ThTO OCVrnNORS: 
1. James Frank Allee 2. llillimn DuHarnel Denney (Gov•) 

3. John Gillis Townsend,_ Jr. (Gov.) 

• 



- 3 -
South \foll : 

Wost wn11: 
1~ DMiol Oren H.-~stings 
2. No nPJ.10 pli=t t c 

Supreme ~ Roor:i: 

3. Poter Foster CRuscy-Oov. 4. J~ncs Rogers 

Colonial Architecture and Appointnonts; decorat ed by Pope & Kruse, WilM1ngton; dccor~t ~d in 1952-53. 
NOTE1 RMd-cr.rvod. Soo.l ot Stato of DE:lave.re, bF.sed on design of 1793, by s t udent of tho Brown VocatioM.l School, Wilnington. 0Etl"Vcd fron ~- solid p i ece of nahogl'UlY• 

Early AmoricM tinvnrc used for 1cono1 (lighting) on vru.le. 
Lccturn--raised or lowers to auit the height of tho presenting Attorney to the Court. 

To sharp right of Rotunda, facing tho Cwoon. enter Bureau ot Vital Stat1at1ea: 
(This room was the Sen~t o Chanbor usod ae such to 1932 when tho now Legislative Hall was complet ed. The Seal of Delaware still r emains on the wo.11. On the West wo.11 is tho famous pa.intini' ot "The Orueadera", depicting the ravages of tho World Wnr (I) and the iopolling spirit tha.t onabled our soldiers t o onduro tho Many hnrdshipa t hoy enoountored. (It is s~id the spirits econ in right of painting Rre of Joan d'Aro, George Was~ington, and Lafayette. Thi s mural. is one of tho throo purohneed by on Aot of the Del ~wPro Legislature by tho Sta t e. 

Ret111'n to Rotunda1 facing north, enter Offices of Insurance Oonnissionor. 
This Office Md others wore the House Ohnnbers-aleo until 1932. 

Ea.st Walla The beautiful mural, "Tho First Day- of Pence", r epresenting tho surrender of Generftl Robert ~ Lee I a A:roy f\.t Apporm.t t ox, April 9, 1865. This T.1U1'1.l.l Wt>.s placod in -tho House of Repr caentntives in May, 1922 as a Memorial to Delawaroana p~rticipnting in t he Civil '110.r. (Str-.nloy M • .Arthurar Mr. Arthurs visited this Battlefi eld nnd wrot oa "I visited the exact spot wher e this neeting of Grant and Loo occurred. The baok8round was painted fror. n sketch I r.1nde at this tir:10. In the frontlino of the Arny of the Pot oaac, which stood on the opposite aide of tho sunken road as shown in tho pai nting, wer e Delawe.ro troops. I think they were of the Fourth Dnl ~w~ro Reginont. On the hillside on tho l eft-hand s ide of tho painting Sheridan'• Cavalry was enep.rnped." 
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OLD STATE HOUSI, DOYER, DELAWARE 
Sec::ond~ola'a~t litcda b01u;Q in ac::tive use in the Ul"lihd 
Stdtes. On this site Federal Constitution was first 
ratified, Docembor 7, 1787. Face, on Dover Groen, 
orderod lo id out by Willjom Penn in 1683, Fir.I 
col~niol t roop, were mu,te rod on thl, Green. 
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OLD STi1Tt.i R>U!i.& .. OOVmt., D~i1'AAll 

Statement by Nf'a. Mabel l.loJd RlcltelJ - auaaer of lt60 

I cue te llYe ln OoYer la 1890, and just before coaln,, t co11pleted 

a course ln arcbltecture wltb Arthur Lyaaa Tvckerun. Mr. Tuclcenau•a fa•UJ 

wel'e New York people• and lie had p,u to Perl• end atudied architecture at tbe 

Beaux-Arte wllere he bad apecia1i■ed 011 tbe mrll: of Palladio. Io ay caurae 

under Mr . Tuclterman, we etarted wUb the llfntptlan i,,ramld•• bUt notbin1 could 

teep 1\l■ haa concen.uatia, on tbt .-ork of Palladio. The three outatandlag 

chapels Wh ilch be enpbaaised were tbe Church of st. Olorglo Ma91lore ln Yen.lees 

the YU1a of Malcontanto oa tbe Breata near Venlce1 and tbe 'l'lleatre Olympia la 

• 'l'he 111abera ol tile claee were eaturated witll ------- ----
t be features of Palladio aad tlle magaificenl writ la 'Yenezla. 

lo w·hea I c•• to DWer and found tba t la tale later 18th ceatllry 

a New 'fork ucbttect had come to Dlwer •• dealgned and built a Palladlaa 

INJ.ldins in the beat trad1 Uons, l ••• deeply lmpi:eased. Three people much 

•lder than myself, explained to•• bow terribly Ula bllildins bad auffered 

a t the band• of lporaat people la '.Q)veirnor l'onder•a adlllalatratioa ln 18?3• 

Chancellor NlcbolNn, Mr•• lelliall Watson, and other•• told ae that uatll 

18''3, the court rooa in the Old State bulldlng was be.autlfullf paneled and 

eabe1U8hed with a fine paneled ralUq around tlle bate Al•• that under 

the Pa11adlu window, aboTe tbe eauaace door• there was a landing &0111 

whlcb a atalrcaae came dawn to the •ln floor• l• keepln1 wlth the entrance 

and the Palladlan wiadow on tbe aecoad llool'. It bad been the cuatota froa 

euly tillea1 011 May Day to v•t the children of O..er wltb le•nade and 

cakes brougbt out flOlll the cO\ll't rooa and diatrlbuted to tbem on Ille Green. 



Cbanc•llor Mlcholaon bad illtereatln1 picture• et the ltale Jfouae 

belHe th• c:han,e• •de ln 1.1?3, blat be was ao luloua to think bow tbe 

INlldins• a beaut, had beeD deaua,ed• that he dld not even wnt to lhc. tbeee 

photograph•• Alter the cbangea ade l• 1111, the Palladiao nol waa removed fr• 

the bulldin1 and ae belfry ton down. In lta t>lace, a un .. r41 roof la die 

-,rat Prencll taate •• eubatltuted, and a cupc,la aeplaced tile bellr,.. 'ftJe bell 

Whlcb had rung·l■ independence la 1T76, and announced all pu.blic meeting• lo~ 

ua,, T•ar• thereafter, •• placed ln the ltate Llbauy. 1'be colontal vlclsa 

wh1cll vue of a pleaaaat piall tone, were painted • klad ot Preacta P'aJ·I • Ille 

w'hlte marble window cape were palated a •ark, cllocolate brown. TIie PallacU.an 

doorwa, waa replaced "' •• e.ntrance painted the uatl darls lmnm, la keepln1 

wltta the mansard ~oof. 

Oae day as tbe a.t.ef Juttln ot Delaware Joaepb Comel'f• waa walking 

throush tile bulldlq, be dlaenered tll!O porualta thrown doWll on the ti.or. 

One of thea bad bad • plece of -,o4 rua tbnuab lt. One waa • perualt of 

Ooaaodoc• McDono11gti which the State bad ordered palated in honor of Illa 

adalnementsr tlle other ••• Jacob Jonea Who bad accompaaled Balaridee ta 

~lpoll, and in the War ol '11U -· upturn tb• Brltlab Prollc When he 

•• COIIUll8Dder of the Ametlcan W••P• Witllout aaying a word to anyone, Cblef 

Justice Come&Ya canted these portraits awa,. He took tbea to Pblladelpbia• 

bad tbea cleaned and reatored, and tben returned the• '9 tlle State• with u 

accouat ot the State•• •1lect written ac•o•• tu back of tbe canv•••• 

SOiie of ta.la 41iatrl1M realna. Tbe picture• are aow bung la •• Gatvenl<)r•a 

Parlor l■ the Ledalatl-we Ha11. 

Year• wnt bJ. an4 the bulldlna, llavlD1 lost .,,, of lta dt1alt, 1 

waa further p1&11ilhed. Wilen 0.Weraer Miller ca•e into olflce ln tbe earliest 

yeers of the 28th centuy, tlle Pederal Gcwermaent •oted to repaf te tbe 



ltat e of Delaware t he money th-, hid borrowed frora thelll dur ing the MeJdcan 

War• wUh accrued inter•••• Alllost i111111ectlately aom.e of • • l egial a tara 

Ht Ht "te t ear down thla old bul1'ln1 which has aeen lte beat dara, and 

bullCI a nice. new CBM.BNT •Uding • the West aide of Tbe Cween ... 

· Ae l u eaaured all I knew abollt tbe Oltl Stat e Houee, t made a 

report to tbe CDloalal Duaea ia Wllaingto111 •• to what • •• beins callaldered. 

tbe ••e•l dnt ol the C.loalal • Daaea a t t!aat tl111e1 na Nra. a." l ea R. Miller, 

whese 111.tband ••• the GWenot. la New Yol°lt, tlltte waa a youn, u ct,1 t ect, 

Art hur '-• Tllton, el the f ir• of Borin1 am Tilton. Tbe tlra • • bua, a t 

tills U • buUdin1 1 ibrad ea for Andrew Car negi e. But when a aeaber et 

II)' fui1y lll)>lor ed h l.11 te cone and mate a etu•yey of tile bulldlng to eee 11 

H •• poaalhl e and wise to restore H, be consent ed. Ke •• an u chaeolo1lat, 

•• well as aa architect. 'Wlthoui deandlna a f ee f roa t he Colonial Dames, 

he cu e. Be made a coapl e te n•vey, ·1teclded tbat tile foundatloas and 

malata lning wall• were atnn1 aad fine, ••• t hat U -.»ald be an easy •tter 

to restore 1be tlllllding to lt• •11lnal beaut,. Mrs. NUlu and a group of 

tbe Colonial Dame a olflcere petitioned Ille Gweraor to· bave tllia d•ne• 

The Lesl■lature at fir s t was fwleus . They lnateted a alee new ceaeat 

blllldi11g llbould be blllUt and tb e eld 1NUdlog deanoyed. But we _llna11J 

inftuced t he• to ceoae■t to the reatoratlon of t he Palla•i•n nil•tag. 

J.ater ea, ttaey coMe■ted t9 employ Mr. 1'tltoa te make tlle reetocatk•• and 

fat Uiat, he dlcl receiye • f ee. He was a■,ioua le save another val ua1'1e 

11uil4lng, •• hoae of Samuel Chew, tll• f a tbe1 of the Cllief Justice Benjaaln 

aiew •f Pennaylvanl a1 .tildl ataed where lie Stat e Law Library now s tand•• 

'Ibis idea did •t pleaae tbe ceaent ... inded 111ember1 0£ tbe Li!sl1lat ul'e, md 

they said te the aomittee of Colonial Oaae11 ftJt 1• ci>R't etop talklaa 

about Nvln, this old bulldl•1, we wiU not •naent • • Y ot tbla r eaton ­

Ho•• How ver, lf you wlll c.naent • deatroy the Cbew propertf• we will 



al low tlle Old I t at• Mouse t:o ~ r eatol'ed." 

ult•• an4 we conaented• tboup r ebactantly. 

1hia was the beat deal we aou14 

Back ol tbe Che• mansion, waa a beautiful· p r den. AU tbl'aagb the 

•pr in1• Wbtn bllUdiqs epes•U•n• , , a.rt ed, I ade cakes and plt.cber a •f l uonade, 

and toot th .. to tbl • • lmen who real•ed • • ,,ratefully. l lapleretl t hea ta 

• nottlin1 to destroy the beaut iful 1arden. Mrs. Cbulea Ml1ltt1 who he4 a 

llome ln lllllaiegton and wanhd • p 1ant mote boxwocl, would 11&ctly bave taken 

aome hoa tile Clln auden, l>ut l'eh al oed. A U tt lo lat er ln ttle aa 

weat to :&urope1 and I wen t wl tb my family to New .Bngland. When we r e turned, 

every • eatl9e of t be beaatiful p.rden ban ol the Chew boliee bad been deat,oye411 

tbe bODMt •• l eveled, aad now t be lta te law Llwuy standa where the Qaew House 

had been. Baell ol H l • • QliYe la, Intl witll no veati1e ol the old p.rden 1eft, 

Mr, TlU•n on leavlq• l eft aome beautlfvl ckawl nga of t he reetored 

State Hrnaee ud • quanti ty el data, I n t he doter of t be llllil'1na ltaell, 

he exposed a pillac whlch bad beea a part ol t he Pal1a4ian at aucaae, and 

WIit.Gil be said woulcl uke lt poael ble fee an, latel1l1eat U'Gbltect oc 

archaeologist to 1eatore the atau case. Tbe dnwi.ns• were left wl th • •• 

a Mmbe~ ol t he CoS.nlal DaMa Wbo had negotiated with llia1 llllt I felt. t bat 

tbey beloQlff te tile Secretary et State • 114 l at er they wel'e Milt to Illa 

olflce . He f elt be had u r ooDl f•• thna, and t he, were a rown away. Amoag 

t hem, waa a '9U J beautiful drawing el • • bDlldln1. 

I feel t hat U i a net eaaary 1 06 t he autbos ol the ltook on 0141 

Delaware lulldlftl• to know that tllla ancient 1Nllcllna wt.th its lffe ly 

embelllshmeota of pane.Una and detail, •• bea r uthleaaly negl ected '1J 

t he cltbena of Delaw.re. bc:ept fU a f ew of tbe elder people la Dover 

who tall, ot tbelt devotioa to it, ao one la taala ata t e Ma& te care1 and 

1• • U l s one of • • oldeat st ate t,alUlnp •• tile Atlantlc aeaboard• 



It la belng weaJEen_. year bJ year bJ poor traataent, ahabby electric wtrln1. 

crowded conditions. and ii eoHtbinl lu't cJone v-, abo-rtly to •intal11 

lte atrengt~, lt will fall into coaplete deca,. 

r would 1Ute to clo■e by aayin, tltat l regret 1bat ltlil1laa POii 

ao oltea •Polle of tlle tide• lower counties of Delanl'e. Pahapa lf be 

cnld have foreaeen ••t thep wuld been• the State of l>ela•r•• tile 

cUbena of the ot ber pu ta of the a ta,~ weulcl feel the, lbare wltb Dover 

the ceaponalblUty d eavln, tbia eld buU•ins• I• .ore recent year•• 

Mr .. Wl1Uaa s. Hille• , a daupter of Senator 'lh011a1 •• Bayud, car•ed 

a fine ,,..,, to hold tlle State Houae bell, lfhlcll had l'UIII ln independence 

ln ~lawar• •d celled the citl•en• •f Delawre tu 111ecUnae, ~•D lllll)Ol'tant 

political ennta tools. place. That NU la now kept ln a apot llt only 

AD additional s tory: 

- Mrs. Henry A ldgelJ 
Tile Green 
Dover• Delaware .. 

Oae hot July day, I wa1 washing ffl'/ hair. I was a •lsllante. 

A man c u e °"" lroa tbe S.tate Houae aad u ld to Sal tv, -, kitchen u lcl • 

"Mre. R ldfely, caa they tlte tlle root oil the State Houatr? " 1 came • 

t:he head of the ataira, aacl l aald• "Tall• the soot otf1 evcrytblD8 l■ 

cleaned out." Probably thia na tbe moat t.nlormal decielon in blatory 

aflectins tbct restMatlon Gf a buUdlq. 



The Groen, Dov,,r, Del 1l \>; •1.r• 
P-th~uory ), l9S3 

The don. J. Cal-!!b Bo-.:,1, 
Oov~rnor or ~l~v~re, 
Leg1sl at1v& Hall 
Dov"" r ;. Del .i,. \./ lA-r e • 

My ,j.llr Gov.mor ao,·, •. 

l •houid not prers'U;;:ie to .!i ~ you to r~,d :. l.,·tter 1f I rUd 
not !eel the . sub J tct wa• a Vi t '\ ! "ont to Oel:-v re. 

l 
?'C 1 

Hi.:seu 

0£\ne to live 0n th• Oreen 1~ 1395 lind ftl I ':i.ad atudi•d 
·t • ... ~th Ar t.ri.ur L:, .. :..r. Tuclr., r1.. r 1-. ~he Mc,tropolit n 
'rt 5c .~ol I .,,s ~ o~r• 1~prr~~r~ ~ ~h the bistor t c 

t 
0 '"ti I th 

• ~el11o re b 
- "" . , .. ,. 

d 11.ld w 
• t ·- ~ 

o .' 1791~ I., llt i , Oov11 - o,.. ,;"\ ~lea Mill&r 1n 
,.1 -~a1 -~ve ~· n.t _ Ye ~~ t t hft St.at• the um 
lo; ,·•d ~n t .1 ·1ex tc n r y r.r, \ 1 t· .. C""u d 

It •• a p ropo r,•d Ut"':1 to di,1:1011 ., t n"' ol °' hu:1 :1r C 
At ,._.._ eu, r .... 0 g1sl tor c:1)lo•J t1a ni"'~, r.cn. c r.t 

~ sl~e of th Gr~ n . r.1s 1 ~isc~ s d 
I ". s ColonL:l D u:ie ra ne. er tJ t t 1;,t ... 1:n a:-"rl I 
t- tn Doarl . r. 1~-w Y;.r< l tlrcbltect ur. l firm 

buil 1nt for An r w Carne~1~ ,~v r 1 v r7 e~t nsive libr rles 
·c- .... r d ti .1. _· j\.i.ce'1 1r. Til t on t.> come nn1 Ke m 

~rcheo1 ,.,,1ca1 _. ,urve o f t?l ol • buil1 . a. vt s so 1 p r • se d • 
that~• otf•f~d to -·A• a 1r •w1 n1 ani nx,l a-· t. fin~ puints ot 
the etruct \,:r w1t~out char1e, proY1:i•" o 1;010 ... _ l u, ~s ould 
t" .o t t t!)e ·t -;~ ·e ,.,_ "'t 1 c ~ .. ,: · ie t" "' r rGt ,..&t .. on 

1r· .:n.• ,, ., m lh l1$ nl l ::: ~ e t.> p s . I . on a co~ 1tt--e 
:,f v1111· 1 q ,, d Al l O\;!' .:.e \' tt: r ,,,,,.re t l"l! (!I!tb\iS1 1\tt1C 'l.OCUt tne 

r"'. t,:rat • rJ a,1 o--ty O\'r r a o i s ~t11: 1ei ply 1--".•r st♦d. 
Only Uut outt1-!e \Ntl r-.iatored but ... . T1.1 .. r ,J,, r "' •• !'l:. 91 n s 

to explaln ~h~ro t h ~ 1nt~r,1ti~& 1n11de toatu~e• had b r n . 

In 19311 ,md•r G~v•mo~ Bue~, I vaa on ihe ov~m.or'• Co~-
mitte• to build t he L~♦ i•lat1v• Hall an~ to a~k 6en~ral pl r 
for •ubaequ-.t bu1l1tn,a tor the ••rlous depart nts . _. ~~d 

lorm~n labaa •• out consultin& .-;. :•chit•ot. !le '\J s. C\lle of , .,e 
tor,., ost a:ro t t ~ 1n thi& c~u.o. ·. r1, a ·.c-· .. , ~r ot th• Wal pol 
Soc ~ ty,. ~nd . u-:?·H>T> of tne r .n, t reBto""-~ l on vork -1n 1,,v - l and. 
s-, . 4• a at , ~ 1t that 1 J'f'.!11' bes-, •the ~ .1v•r Gr"""•• 11 on of 
the very 1nter,ut1n& and Taluabla aurvival •· \'fl t~e J\tlnntie 
••ab Oll:rd" • 



Mir. I1tV\II ud• th• mod•l r~r ft1tu?""' t)u1 l~tn,, to 'be in 
~ceord "1 tr. th.tR Old 3tctf!t a~u~e t.nd. th.• Leg1alat1~e Mnll. Me 
purch.~ ~•d tne land ror- t~@ site or thiete bu.ildinga. A. tev y.e~r• 
lat . ... t ,1~ Bui.l,.Una• Coni. ·.1 tt••· l thlnk vi th M:r. !odn•y Sharp ;la 

eaai r .~.~r., d•cided tha t l r,r.d voutd. nave to ext1md to Laock"+ri~i.an 
Streir. t on t.h• noT'th., 

I ~-~• not th•n en tb, Cor:,ol ttee, tn@ t.&1•1 t ive .-i·1 ll h.a.v1:11 
been f1n1~h~d sn:i turn1shed. .'r. -ff,. r. du?ont 11 1 wo r,; ,.d v1tn 
u• on t~~ .f\arnis~ing. 

l Ollo"n~d the 1-:'ilnd fsnins: on L-)o:~.li.:~rman St!'~9t 91,1at of' the 
iotJt ~ffi:;e t:!nd h~d b4'1tn otter..,.d a V•"rJ 1-ood prlc• f1Jr it by 
tne a,\ltnts or tnt! Packi;rd z.totor Compfi.JlJ, Th..,y wflint•d to build 
a bu•1ness buil nn, thore . 1 J''tfused this offer !'.or I !~lt 
that •~ch a bu1ld1na vould d~•troy tn9 ha.nony of th• St&te•1 
,r~up ~r bu1ld1n,a. 

A l1ttl♦ l~t1r the Cu.n:.1ttee on th• State B\i.ildlng1 aek•d 
ae to Jell .th1;11a tn• 1-tnd. Th•Y ,: t ·! t .1;. .. c:n.:1 I r,, t 1, ., tae 
price .the Paci(~rd Co~;;n.ny hfl.d off•:ir~d. l v s v .-.. r i fl •d t,o 
sell the land to tn !!tat• tor th,.. ,~o l oni l ui·l ~r ,- ,r,.a 

but· J.f ttl• atat~ do~a not -.ii.ah to US'l t '1 t ' a . f c,. r a bu -11 r.c: 
to ~ 0 •1t ... r t-q •~• obJ ~ot to'f' whioh i. s o ld ... i , l 1 wi l 11ri to 
buy it b ., _._ .. tn" l)?"i :~• tt1•1 paid Jo;- it . .,~or.b t ~!,., ,1cm"· rs 
ot t .1,., Co , .. it-t ~• or- t .e Lesi@l&tire i.'\uild. nt ar..,' the e.tat• Gr ;)unds 
apl}o1nted by Go•1rnor Buck v~rt Mt'. :1. 'Rc,t4:•>l7 Pl"lt.rp, t h• lton. 'W. '-• 
:1 rrina,ton • • r. t!a !"r~· Ci .. 1 non, M.rs. tiir;o ry i ! ,Jge_y . ?.. \iilli ~ 
:-i..irtin w • t e t>el "'" r~ 1r ch1t,..ct, Mr. l'orm:m I1l\-, of Rhode I1land 
" ·• cona 1.Jl t int. 

t~ concluatQn . - ~t to 1ay hoi re11ev~J l ~. t 1at th• 
Lecisl<1tur• 1 4U·r~re1r l tor a 1-grv ., of t 1P 011 <' t 1t e :iouBe. 
I m.ost ser!o1.....,1y t r, 1 ., t t hat th• p:ro 11 r ::t vor, ed o ut b:,, tb.e 
Co~lttee in 'Govert;or iuc.&'• t1M• a.nd adh,;\lr-.1 to this !e-r 
1"111 not 011 -1~1tro7eid by a mod'!rr. bu.i.l-1:ni 1.ntro'.2uced 1n tnia 
a.rt11ta • 

l mu•t add one ~ore itfim. The al"Ull~nt t~nt Colonial arch1-
t•ctur~ 1a exr«1slve 11 r.ot t~u•• Th11 cour.t.ry 1n c-olonL,l dl':ys 
lff}8 not rl--:!h. •h~n it hecm;ifl 1101 e &fflul'.lnt it ~'ent tTom 1il'G.:ple 
Colon1~, 1 arob.i t·•etur l). to C@oi-, ian fJ.nd ,~1 la..-1.1 An. Both ot theie 
are known in t•,.1.~ country aa Colonial but tn"y aN r,'.\~lly P'ed~ral. 



Tne Mt r sp.n-1•• b•~~us~ of \ne •abell1ahJl~it1, nandvor~, 
aeirbl , , eto. ·- '11i no1t •cono..:ic&l ColonV•l a ron• teeture 
can c .., ... p•t.• wit , c rn i• t ;, r:oat. : ~ .... :1 bas b •n pJ>oYitd 

at Vi .. , ton-l•le , t, )t't.h Ca.ro11na, •• -.,1tne•• Laraon r.d 
Larson'• wor& th.ore in tne1r reatorat,1.on. Tall orr1 ... 
nu- ld1ngs .~. a r.~oe 3~it7 in pl ~•• wh~re 1 ~ 1 

~ - ct vai l­
' l •~ ~ 1 gre t r , 11bt o f ~odo~n bu1ld t· s r e J1r• a 

h~ Ti o>tr t?U""d•t .,n a~ la.re• 1"'e aa ot &1&1.s~ i.:av.e ""•t1r.g 
Yery taxpen•1••• 



Delaware Society for the Preservation of Antiquities 

S Court"~ Road 
Wilmington 7, Delaware 

June 4, 1963 

O ••u· Member : 

As members of an organization interested 1n h!storlca1 preservation ln our State. l wl,h to call to your att~ntton two Bills pending action fn the Delaware legislature~ That body ts In rec••• until June lOth D but after they meet again we hope action may be taken on these two important measuresw Senate Bill No. 164 provides for the construction of a new State Office Building ln Dover, the transfer of otflces from the Old State House an~ the deslgnatlon or the Old State House as an historic site, to be restored and admtnla• tered by the Public Archives Commlaslon ae an historic ~ulldlng. 
The Old State House was b~!lt in 1787, completed ln 1792, and 11 the second oldest State House tn the Country st.Ill ln active use. It has been repeatedly threa tened by f!res and the dally use ot It for efflce purposes will weaken and threaten thla building, 10 famous ln the history of our Stateo We urge you to write to Hon. Eugene Lammot, the Lt. Governor who presides as President or t~e Senate, and to Hono Walter J o Hoey, Chairman of the Senate Joint Finance Committee, urging them to aid the passage of this 8111. 
Th• second Bill, to which we hope you will give your sup" port, Is House B111 Noo 27$, making an appropriation of $25,000 to the Public Archives Commission for the relocation and restoration of the eighteenth century building known as "Sign of the Buck Tavern", now located on the south bank of the Chesapeake and Delaware Canal, near Surmnlt Bridge~ The United States Engineers are widening the Canal at this point and they gave the building to the State tor hi•• tortcal preservation, hut lt must be moved no later than July 1$, 196). This was a famous tavern In the history of our Stata and one at which General Washington stopped when travelling north an4 eouth, Our eighteenth century buildings are fast disappearing and It ts imperative that we save the few su~v ivtng ones of historic Importance. 

✓" We auggest that you write to Hon. S~erman w. Trlbb!tt and Hon. ' Russello. F. Dineen, Cha irman of the House Appropriations Committee. Your eommunlcatlons should be addressed to them at the Leglslatl•• Hall, Dover, Delaware. 

We hop~ that you will recogni ze the urgency and 1mportanc• ef thls pend1ng leglslatton and give it your full support by writing, telephoning or speaking to these membersq 

c-,rdia!ly yours, 
( SI gned) 

Samuel B. Btrd, P~esldent 



Dear Member: 

JJrrtruhs nf ®lh mnurr 
Meml,er of t!te National <f'rust for HiJtoric Preser--uatian 

P. 0. BOX 44 

DOVER. DELAWARE 

May 31. 196.3 

A1 memb•r• of an qrganlzation tnterested 1n· hlstorlcal preser• 
vatlon In our State, I wtah to call to your attention two Bills pend~ 
lng action ln the Delaware Legislature. That body ls tn recess until 
June 10th, but after they meet agaln we hope action may be taken on 
these two Important measures. Senate Blll No. 164 provldee for the 
construction of a new State Office Bulldlng ln Dover, the tranater of 
off lees from the Old State Houee and the deslgnaU on of the Old State 
Houae as an historic alte, to be restored and admlni1tered by the 
Public Archives Commls1lon as an hlstor!c building. 

The Old State House was built in 1787. complet1d in 1792, 
and ls the second oldest State Hou1,e l.n th• Country st 11 f in ac:t! vs 
use. It ha• been repeatedly threatened by flrea and the dally use or 
It for office purposes wlll weaken and threaten thls building, ao 
famous In the history of our State. We urge you to write to Hon. 
Eugene Lammot, the, Lt. Governor w.ho preaide• as Prealdent ot the 
Senate. and to Hon. Walter J. Hoey, Chairman of the Senate Jolnt 
Finance Committee, urging tham to aid the paaaage of this Bill. 

The second Blll, to which we hope you will give your support, 
ls House Bill No. 27S, making an appropriation of $25,000 to the 
Public Archives Commission for the relocation and restoration of the 
eighteenth century building known•• "Slgn of the Buck Tavern", now 
located on the south bank of the Che1apeake and Delaware Canal, near 
Summit Bridge . The United States Englneera ere wldenlng the Canal at 
thla point and they gave the building to the State for hlatorlcal 
preservation, but lt must be moved no later than July 15, 1963. 
Thls was a famoua tavern ln the history of our State and one at which 
General Washington stopped when travelling north and south. Our 
eighteenth century bulldlnga are fast dl1appearlng and it ls imper­
ative that we save the few aurviving onee of historic importance. 
We suggest that you wrtte to Hon. Sherman W. Trlbbltt and Hon. 
Russell D. F. Dineen, Chairman of the House Approprlatlona Committ••• 
Your communlcatlons should be addressed to them at the Leglslatlve 
Hall, Dover, Delaware. 

We hop• that you will recognice the urgency and importance 
of this pending legislation and give It your full support by writing, 
telephoning or speaking to these members. 

Cordially your,. 

President 



The Commissioners for building a Court House and Public Offices in 

the Town of Dover, beg leave to Jay before the Court a contract 

th~:v] entered into for supplying Bricks for that purpose, and a 

general account of Rec{eiptj} and Expenditures under -their appo11:1tment. 

They are of opinion a f'o undation of stone is 

preferable to one of Brick, and would have taken l'.l13asures to procure 

a quantity sufficient for the purpose, if they had been enabled by 

a :proper supply of Money. The want of them1 however, rm..y be remedied, 

if they are -permitted to pull down the old Court House and offices, 

and to make use of the Hard Bricks found in those buildings for the 

foundation of the new.· If this should be agreed upon, the Commissioners 

conceive it will be :proper to rmke some alteration in their appoint­

ment; that they may be authorized to remove those buildings, and to 

erect the New Court House on the Ground lying between the House of 

r Samuel Chew Esq. and the County Gaol, so as to leave an alley open 

at each end of the building. 

The Oomm1ss1oners now Submit a plan for the New Court 

House, sixty feet in front by forty feet in depth, (exclusive of the 

Bow Window) to which doubtless some improvements my be made. If the 

building were feet long it would better suit the purpose for 
the 

which it is designed, as the rooms intended for ASessions of the two 

branches of the Legislature would then admit of Galleries for an 
were 

audience when the doorsApermitted to be open. 

Besides the Boards and Plank charged in the Account 

rendered, the Commissioners have contracted for Sixteen thousand feet 
now in seasoning 

more of different kinds.,..to be delivered at the Forest Landing in April) 

next, which, with what is already provided, they presume will be 
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sufficient for the worl~. As soon as the plan is fixed u:pon it will 

be necessary to have a Bill of scantling IlB.de out, and the scantling 

·I)rovided in the course of the present Winter. Some provision also 

should ·be made for Lime to be delivered early in the Spring, in order 

the. t the work llli y be begun as so on as the Weather will permit. 

The Money already advanced [1s] to be s:pe edily repaid-­

the Comm.is s ionl§lrs] :,hould be furnished with money to :pg..y [ror) the Boards 

and Plank they have contracted for---to pa.y for Lime, and a 11 other 

Materials for the building purch(ased] out of the county: But for 

the workmanship and labour, and all materials purchased within the 

county, it 1s their intention to _give orders on the county Treasurer. 

This will prevent the necessity of their advancing their own money, 

and n[ot] lay the burden of payment upon those who have the power -

of enforcing the Collection of Public Money, 

Dover December~ 

19th 1787-- j 

[on reverse] 

Re:por t of the 

c ornmi ss ione rs 

for Building a. Court 

House & Offices, in 

Dover. 

Eleazer M.Comb. 

Charles Ridgely 

Nehemiah Tilton 
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_1L .__ ' \ QA-t , 
-IP C:, ;:J_ McCUNE ASSOCIATES· ARCHITECTS 

WEBSTER BUILDING • CONCORD PLAZA 

341 I SILVERSIDE ROAD 
WILMINGTON, DELAWARE 19810 

30 July 1973 

The Honorable Sherman w. Tribbitt 
Governor, State Of Delaware 
Dover, Delaware 19901 

Re: Restoration of Old State House 

Dear Governor Tribbitt: 

lam pleased to present to you herewith a proposal for the 
restoration of the Old State House in Dover, based upon 
preliminary research at the building under my direction 
and upon findings to date by the staff of the Division 
of Historical and Cultural Affairs. 

TELEPHONE 

(302) 478-2062 

My proposal,, illustrated by the a-tt-ached drawings, is that 
the portion of the building facing the Green - the original 
building - be restored to its 'appearance when completed in 
1791, inside and out, except that the shell of the first 
addition, built in 1835, be retained.as a screen to help 
conceal what would be otherwise an unattractive_view of. 
the flat-roofed east portion of the Supreme Court Building. 
The most recently built east wing of the State House, the 
bridge that connects it to the State House Annex, and the 
Annex, itself, would be demolished; the space they now 
occupy would be developed into a small entrance plaza to 
serve the State House and to help soften the rather steep 
slope of the land to the east of the old building. 

The interior of the 1835 wing would be completely rebuilt 
to provide a main public entrance on the east, exhibit 
space, a modern stair, an elevator and space for heating, 
air conditioning and electrical service equipment, leaving 
all of the space in the original building just as it was 
when first built and allowing the old front door facing 
the Green and the old stairs to be restored without con­
sideration for possible heavy traffic .of visitors. 

My proposal was prepared under the assumption that the 
structure that joins the Old State House to the Supreme 
Court Building, containing an Entrance Lobby and Meeting 
Room serving the latter, would probably have to remain. 
If this were not the case, the Old State House could then 
be restored to its original appearance, standing free of 
connecting buildings. This would be consistent with long-

F. MCCUNE, Iii, AIA FREOE;RICK T. ENTWISTLE, JR., AIA FREDERICK S. ROI.AND. A IA 
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30 July 1973 

The Honorable Sherman w. Tribbitt 

standing plans for the Capitol Complex and a more satisfactory 

solution, I believe , both architecturally and historically , 

even if it did leave some problems to be solved in accommodating 

the public , housing building services and access t o the Supreme 

court Building. 

Accompanying this letter is a Proposed Schedule Of Restoration 

work , outlining the work to be done and suggest ing times for 

the completion of its s everal phases . 

I will appreciate your consideration of the merits of this 

proposal as well as the suggestion made above that the 

restoration be made as complete as possible . With your 

decision, the design process can move ahead toward a 

completion date in advance of the Bicentennial Year • 

... 



oLD STATE HOUSE , DOVER, DELAWARE 
pROP0SED SCHEDULE OF RESTORATION WORK 

30 JULY 1973 

pgASE ONE: Demolition work within the original portion of 

the State House, consi sting of : 

1. Removal of all interior wood- framed partitions. 

2 . Removal of interior masonry walls that are not 

part of the fabric of the original building . 

3. Removal of all flooring and subflooring on the 

First , Second and Third Floors . 

4 . Removal of plaster finish from interior masonr y 

wall surfaces . 

5. Removal of radiators and steam piping. 

6 . Removal of lighting fixtures, outlet devices, 

· conduit and wiring. 

This work will permit more thorough research than has been 

previously possible and , further, wil l prepare the building 

for the restoration to follow. Bids for this Work will be 

received 6 August 1973. It is expected that it will be 

accomplished by the end of October of this year . 

PHASE TWO : Reconstruction of the basic fabric of the 

original portion of the State House, 

consisting of: 

l. Removal of present roof, cupola and masonry gable 

ends, foll owed by construction of a new roof , 

cupola (drum only) and brick masonry gables . 

2 . Reconstruction of previously removed , original 

brick masonry wal ls , fireplaces and chimneys. 

3. Removal of existing windows, exterior door frames 

and doors, followed by their replacement with new 

work of appropriate design . 

4. Repair and reinforcement of the existing First and 

Second Floor framing systems. 

P~asing this work in advance of t he balance of the project 

Will permit its commencement immediately upon completion of 

~hase One, without waiting for the development of construction 

iocuments, for the total proje_ct . Phase Two can be completed 

n about eight months , or by the First of July of 1974. 



PHASE THREE: Reconstruction of the East Wing of the State 

House and the completion of the restoration 

of the Original Building, consisting of: 

1. Demolition of the newer eastern extension of t he State 

House, including the bridge to the Annex, and the two­

story Passage that provides communication between the 

newer extension and the old portion of the building. 

2. Removal of vaults and interior floor framing from the 

remaining portion of t he East Wing, followed by the 

construction of a new masonry wall on the south, the 

construction of new floors in the East Wing and the 

application of new roofing. 

3. Construction of a one-story public entrance lobby 

between the East Wing and the Supreme Court Building. 

4. Installation of new wood windows, doors and door 

frames in the East Wing. 

5. Construction and finishing of interior stairs, walls 

and partitions in the East Wing. 

6. Installation of wood floors in the Original Building, 

construction and finishing of walls and partitions, 

galleries, stairs and other interior woodwork and trim. 

7. Construction of a new cupola and balustrades on the 

roof of the Original Building. 

8. Installation of new plumbing, heating, air-conditioning 

and electrical systems, equipment and fixtures through­

out the project. 

9. Construction of exterior site improvements. 

At the end of Phase Three the restoration of the State House 

will be completed. The Work can be begun at the conclusion 

of Phase Two ~nd should be completed in a period of twelve 

months, or by the First of July 1975. 

PHASE FOUR: Acquisition of furnishings and appointments 

for the State House. This Phase can be mostly 

concurrent with Phase Three, with completion 

to be expected not much later, or by the First 

of October 1975. 
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Dedicated to the pr11ser<Uation and cal'C of the historic heritage 
of Dover and it, en'Viron, 

Friends of Old Dover 
Member of the National 'Trust for Historic Presel'-uation 

OFFICERS 

MR. HENRY RIDGELY HORSEY, ESQ., 
Pre.sident 

MRS. HAROLD W. HORSEY, 
Honorary Vice-President 

MRS. El\,iMET T, CALAHAN, 
Corresponding Secretary 

l\IB. LEON deVALINGER, JR., 
Historian 

MR. JAMES H. HUTCHINS, 
Vice-President 

MISS DOROTHY A. THOMPSON. 
Recording Secretary 

MRS. W. ROSS JONES, 
T.reasurer 

MRS. V. BLADES DERRICKSON, JR., 
Dover Day Chairman 

196 7 Program 
FEBRUARY - MAY 

(Meetings on the 3rd Friday of the month) 

February 17 -

RESTORATION OF THE OLD STATE HOUSE 
When - By Whom - For What Use 

HENRY R. HORSEY, Introductory Remarks 

Speakers :-MRS. J. DANFORTH BUSH, Former President, National 
Society of Colonial Dames of AIIltrica in the State of 
Delaware. 

MR. CLARENCE H. EVANS, President, State Building 
and Grounrls Commission : "l{emodeling the Sonth 
'Ning for Use by Supreme Court". 

March 17-
THE PROPER ROLE OF DELAWARE HISTORY 

IN OUR PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Speakers :-MR. DALE FIELDS, Executive Director, The Historica.l 
Society of Delaware ; "A Prugi-aru of Education of 
our Delaware Heritage". 

,_MR.JAMES OWEN, Teacher of Social Studies, Christiana 
High School : "A Teacher's Viewpoint". 

DR. WILLIAM J. HANFORD, Director of Delaware 
Educational Television : "Televised Channels Through 
Delaware History" and Film. 

April 21-
THE USE AND ABUSE OF HISTORICAL SITES 

Spcakcr:-MR. WENDELL D. GARRETT, Managing Editor, Antiques 
Magazine. 

May 19-
ANNUAL MEETING OF MEMBERS FOR ELECTION 

OF OFFICERS AND DOVER DAYS REVIEW 

All meetings will be hcfd at 8 o'clock, in Building No. 1, Delaware 
State Museum, South Governors Avenue, Dover, Delaware. 
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). j ("South State Street and Elm Terrace , J),;1 vi:. t". 

John Banning, saddler, on June 10th, 1766, bought or th• 

Dover Commlsaloners a lot on King Street (now St.ate) extending to 

South Street and •aatward to East Street . Soon afterwards he 

built thereon a dwelling. 

Born ln 1739, John Banning was about twenty•seven when he 

bought the lot on State Street. Subsequent to hls flrst purchas•, / 

he acquired thlrt~en lots "south and ca,t of the Rey . Charles 

Inglis." These were close to the land on Which Christ Church 

stands. 

In the dwelling he built on the firet-purchased lot, John 

Banning also kept a store. Thla storg-dwelllng •~ructure of the 

mld•elghteenth century ls now known as the Old Academy. George 

Purnell Flaher, In his Recollections .2f. Dover .!!l~, written 

ln 1896 for hls granddaughter, Mrs. Henry Ridgely, says1 

"Next comes the Old Academy •• •• I have hear d 
that lt was butlt by John Banning, the maternal 
grartdfather of Edward Ridgely, for a stor e and 
dwelling. It certainly was used as a store, for 
lt had the old hooks and other store fixtures 
In _the cellar Wber• were kept hung up, hams. 
shoulders, middlings, and the old time loaves ot 
sugar and numeraue other articles or trade . " 

r 
l 

During the Revolutionary War John Banning was active ln 

publlc affalra. ln 1775 he wa1 a member of the Boston Reltef 

Committee and also a member of the Conrnlttee of Correspondence. 

He had evidently built up a substantial mercantile business 

for his nmns appears repeatedly ln the commissary accounts in 

the war years. For a time he was a member or the State 

Legislature, and he was a Justice or the Peace for Kent County. 



~ 
w··:,.. 

·1 4 ·-~) V 

-;i 
~1 



\ 
\ 

\ 

l 
... ~ .. - ,.. ...... 

ti M~~ 
;7 -,l- 1 7 17 -

■ 



• • I • .... ~ .,. .,.:i .la 
I .- ·, 

• ~ r 

. I 

I 

• 

• 

-



1· 

J,.,. 1-a,1 ,,· 

-a~~ 
~t.k,~• 

d~, ~v4t 
l 1 

c.a ..4 



• 

• --



.} I , 

I, <. 

I • .:t n -I, I '. 

, J {' r,; 



1 /~r! 

'\! ~-- ~ t ' 
.i,yL_, tL_, 

(). t tr:a 



. ,_ ____ :.._, =-----



----/ 0 



. - -... 

I , ,;;;: 

I 7tj 
i• ' ' • ~ ,="II~ 

~j" 

[ 



I 
} 

78 ,• . 
I 

V 



I 

■ 

• --
--

• 
• 

.. •• - II ,. -
• 

■ • 

■ 

• .... -.: ., . 
I 

- - - - --

- ·-" ~..., © . 
' 'Q 

~ \. 

I 

-'-
. ( 

t 

• 

-.:~--- ~ ■ I 
• • • 

• -
1 
-= - :::t= 

• 1"~ 

( ~. 

.. 

• 

-

-~~r·· --
"' ' ·s--' 

I ~ 
t I l \ • 

" f"\:_ ~ 
I I . 

• I 

~· t 

•• 
;, 

I -., 
iiiif 

• ••• 

.. ■ 

• 

•• 

'1 

-
"' 

.. 
r 

1:1 

~ ~. 

• . .. 
• • 

-

• 

~t :: ~ 
' 0 

• • 

't... 
• . ,. .. 

i Ill,_ 

~~ .. ~ ~ 

■ 

u,1 

!!-■ • 

,. 
" 

• 
I. .. 

• 

• 

.i - -

-
~~ 

J .... -~ ;:\ ;;, ( 
• I 

t - ~ . 
' - '- I'll .. i 

■ 

•• • • } ~ 

" -• 

•· ~ 
.:1. ... 

t t I 
' ~ 

l 

• 1 J!~ 
I 

.. 



... 

\• 

I 

• 
• 

,. ·-
.I • J, • 

-
• I 

-· ■ 

I r ... -... -. . ... 
• • ~ • 

.. .. 
~ I . 

'- - .- . 

-=.r. 
• 

~ 

.. ... 
I 

---

• 

- --:-:.- ... .. ......... _,..._~• -· ._ - • I 

• 

■ • 
• 

-
--

-.. r •• 

' 

I 

■ 

■ 

r 

I 

I 

• 
I 

I 

I 

• 

• 

• 

• r ■ • -.. 
~ 

• 
I ._. ;.■ -·~-

.. 'I .. ~ .• 

• 
I 

-;- --
■ - -ill • • • • 

' .. -

-■ 

' 

I 

r/ 

-

I 

-
.. 

• 

-
• 

-
- • 

I • • 
•• 

, .. -· 
• -

" r • .. 

• 
• 

■ 

•• 
.. I ... .: 

.I t • .... • • • - - -

.. 
• -

• 
■ 

- - ■ I - • 
I ... 

• • 

I 

·r-• • • • .... 
I 

I 

• • -



., ' 

• 

t •• -

• 

.. -

-

' • 
I . • 
I. -t._•• ... .. .. ~-. • .. • 

.. 

- - • -
■ -

• 

• • • 

• 11 

• 

■ 

•• •• • 
I ' 

• I 

• 

• • 

~ • • 
• ii • .. rr .. -

- • ■• T'l-
•• • • ■ 

• 
• -
• 

I 

,. •,. 

• .. 

• •• 
• 

• 

.. • r 
• • 

' ,, 
l • 

't- !\ -~, 

• , ~ ~ . 

• 

:w ------ --

I 



- - • 

I 

• 

• 
• 

~ 

I I 
• 

·a¥ 2 

••• • • 

-• • 
• • 

~-..-...- -

• • ·-

• 
• 

-

• .. --= t I 
• 

• • .. 
Ill ... II 

·-· -.. I • 
• 

• 

■ 

.. 

- - . 

... 
• • .. -

• ... 

- r 

■ I 
!!--- -

-

• ., 

1 
J 



• 

• 
• • • • 

-

.. 
• .. 

• 

- - - -

~ 

i~· • • 

~ 11:1 ~ 
I 

:I 

\') t . 
~ · ~ . • 



'-- WWW ____ _...._..__ ~---==-.. --- --- -- . 'I -

l ,t 

I 

-- ... 



' I ~ - - ' .Is 
I ~~ ~--

( \.: r • ,\. ,l ~-~ ~ 
-~ ·• ! I }' ~ 

) 

(l l -~· C 

\ ~ \ ■ 
.) .I) ) ■ I 

\ l'- .~ 
·~2.. ' ~ ~ ■ lT..t\ -

'j _;J cy .. ~- I 
\ -...,,_ () 

I ..---. - • 
• ■ 

- .. I■ 

• 
.. 

• 

• 

■ • .I 
• 
■ 

I 
• I -



? ;p ii' 

.J,, 

- j 

< ' 
I., 

J 
,/ 

(1~ {\ 
--'t 

j -
I 

...( > 
1:. 

JJ-
I iJ 

P l 

__ .tJ. 
riJ,,1

1 1,__:_ 

.__ 

I 1 

--
II 

---
; 

.,., 

X:. ~ 

-t .. 

tf. 
-=:: 

__, 

-r. 
,._ .,t,-

"!'," -
£, p • 

?) :, ( -£> eJ 
~ 

-- ,L 
, /. t? t'> Cf 

~ 
u t::rs 

I 

,,< 
L. 

' " µ ,l 
' ' ~ 

r 



_.) 

.d1 , 12 . # ,, t.<. 
t) 

. , 
, :!'. 

V1 
"-~ 

I 

:,· -- i? C ► 

/ J p 
.,, 

J J: ; 
.._., I 



Kent Levy court 
Proceedings. 
Nov. & Dec. 1787. 

The court empower the said Commissioners to pull 

down and remove the materials of the old court House and offices 

and that they make use of such of them as are proper towards the 

Erection of the new House and that they have power to enlarge 

the present plan to any number of feet not exceeding seventy 

in front and forty feet back exclusive of a half octagon for 

the seat of the JUsticee of the court, to sell and dispose of 

such of the materials of the old House as cannot be used and 

that the new Building shall be Erected on the publick ground 

between the House of Samuel Chew and the county Jail so as to 

leave an Alley at each end. 



Kent Levy Court 
Proceedings. 
Nov. & Dec. 1787 

The Court emyower the said Commiseioners to pull down 

and remove the IZW,terials of the old Court House and offices 

and that they make uso of such of them as are proper towards 

the Erection of the new House and that they have .:power to 

enlarge the prosent plan to any number of feet not exceeding 

seventy in front and forty feet baok exclusive ·of a half 

octagon for the seat of the ~ustices or the Court, to sell and 

dispose of such of the msterials of the old House as cannot 

be uoed and that the naw Building shall be Erected on the 

publick ground oetween 'the Houge of Samuel Chew and the County 

Jail so as to leave en Alley at each end. 
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TUE HISTORY 

The Delaware 0l<l State House, built 
between I 787 and J 791, anchors the 
ea~ cmJ ofD<wer'!I historic Green. It 
served us the home of the Kent County 
counho\Jse unti l I R73 and as a sear 
for state government continuously 
until 1933. The rcsto..-ed structure is 

Delnw3re's symbolic capitol. 

The Old State Hou~c played a role 
in many historic events and was 
a1 the ceruer of Delaware's early 
social and political i.trnggles. Its 
courtrooms echoed chc nation's 
struggl~ over s l~vcry and touched 
upon Delawure's critical role in the 

Underground Railroad. 

This historic ~•ructurc has heen 
altered over the years. Restored lo its 
original design. the Georg111n-1.rylc 
building can now he ,•iewcd as ii was 

seen centuries ago. 

\ 

THE OLD STATE HOUSE GRAND RE-OPENING 25 T HE GREEN. OOVF.R. DELAWARE 
f lUDAY. DECEMBER 7. 2007 

PROGRAM 

RINGING O F Tl-f f. OLD STAT[ H OUSE BELL POSTING OF Tt-1 E COLORS - Dovrn t\11t f <>lltl l\i\~£ H ONO R GuAnn PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE IUD I\Y SECRETARY Of STATC WI,'10 501t) 

WELCOME: T IMOTHY A. SLAVIN 
DIRECTOR. DIVISION O F HISTO RICAL AND C ULTURAL AffAIRS 

MA!>TfR Of CEREMONI ES 
Tl-IE 1-iONOllABl.E HARRIET SMITH WINDSOR 

SECRETARY OF STAT [ 

GUf.ST SrEAKERS 
THE H O NORABI.E RUTl-i ANN MI N NER 

GOV ERN O R OF Dfl.AWA RE 
THE H O NORARLE MICl➔J\fl. N . CASTLE 
UNITED S T AT t::S R EPlt f:S f: NTATIV I: 

Tt-lF. HONORABLF. C ARLETON E. CARl:Y. SR. 
MAYOR O f DO VE R 

RF.TIREMENT o r rtlE C O LORS 
RIIHION-CUTTJ NG C ERFMONY 

RffllfSHMENTS 
TOURS Of THE O LD STATE H o ust: 

THE RENOVATIONS 

The carcfolly crallec:J interior features 
a cout1room, lcgisla1ive chambers, 
governor's mom, and cvunly oftic~s. 
This majestic structure hns been 
rc~1on:d to i1s original splendor and 
presttVed for gerk.'t'ations 10 come. 

A his1ork interprclcr leads 
visitors as they learn how low5 
1\erc created and applied, how 
trials were judged, and how 
punishments were handed down to 
different social levels. A restored 
gemnelric staircase allows visitors 
10 reach the sctond floor. There 
they can vie~ Denis A. Volo:t.an•.~ 
portrait of Gi:orgc Washington 
and portraits by Thomas Sully 
of Commodore:!- Jacob Jones and 
Thomas McDonough, Delaware 

heroes from the War of 18 J 2. 

Atlmission to The 0lcl State House 
is free of chi,rgc and the museum is 
aece5siblc to people with disabilities. 



Visit u11 unline 11t bi s l or,·.dch1warc.go ,• 

Our mission is to enrich the qunlily of life tor all Delawareans 
by p.rcwrving D11l;iw11rc's unique hMorieal herituge, fostering 
communi1y st~bilily and economic vitality. and providing 
educational progro111s and assislQn~t:: lo lhe g,meml public on 

Delawere history and heritage. 

":, p.. VIN G 

j€A W0j HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL AFFAIRS 

ItrsTo\li. 
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YOU ARE 1NVLTED TO THE GRAND RE-OPENfNG 

OF THE COMPLETED RESTORATlON 

PROJECT OF 

THE OLD STATE HOUSE 

0 
Tl-IE EVENT BEGINS AT 10:00AM 

ON DECEMBER 7TH, 2007 

LOCi\TED O • T l IE GREE I IN DOVl;R 

LLCHT REffiESHMffi\.'TS ORl:SS IS CASUAL 
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E:xprcc:s:sin9 th,;:: sin~.-:riz: hop,z; 

that Christmas 1NiU bring to you 

;;in :ebundzin,::,z c;if ~hiz:,z;:r and h"'-ppin'll:S.'!: 

PAGE 02 

this 9rr,t:,;,:ctiri<:; t;::orn,a::s today in thq,: 9-=nuin,;z .spirit of 

Friiz:ndship "'rid Good-W,I1, 

May th1t: Nr;,:w Y,z..ir b.,, a y'li!:.!lr 

of hapr:iy d<i!ys tor 11ou and your:;, 

~ 
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Division of Historical & Cultural 
Historic Preservation Section 

Affairs 

Hall of Records 
PRESS RELEASE . Dover, Delaware 19901 

For Release Monday , March 10 , 1975 

Exterior restoration of Dover 1 s Old State House begins this 

week, with removal of the 65-year-old wooden steeple. The roof will 

be replaced, wings will be removed, and the State House will be re­

turned to its 1792 appearance. The restoration is being directed 

by the state Division of Historical & Cultural Affairs, of which 

Secretary of State Robert H. Reed is acting director. 

Most of the cost is being borne by the state, which has appro­

priated $1,350,000 in bond and divestitu~e money. Under the National 

Register program, the Department of the Interior has allocated 

another quarter of a million dollars. 

The present roof contains parts of the Victorian mansard erected 

in 1873, which was remodelled in 1909-1912, under the direction of 

architect Edward L. Tilton of New York. According to researchers in 

the Historic Preservation Section, Tilton's roof is much higher than 

the 1792 profile, because he was required to include parts of the 

Victorian roof. Tilton was not permitted to restore the interior, 

which remained Victorian until last year. 
~ 

Over the years, the oversize roof has contributed to structural 

weakening, which was aggravated by the loss of interior load-bearing 

walls. The new roof, to be built of lightweight steel along the 

original lines, will correct many of the structural problems. The 

mor~ accurate new roof profile has been derived from the original 

accounts, which are preserved in the Kent County archives at the 

Hall of Records. 

These detailed building accounts 'and other evidence have been 

translated into working drawings by McCune Associates, one of the 

oldest restoration firms in Delaware. John F. McCune III, the 

supervising architect on the project, has participated in several 

major restorations, including the Delaware State Museum, the Old 

Court House in New Castle, and most recently, Loockerman Hall on 

the Delaware State College campus. 

~ 
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Page 2: Press.Release for Monday, March 10, 1975 

Contractor for the project is Helco Engineering & Construction 

Company of Wilm~ngton, who will also remodel the Supreme Court wing 

to· allow -an ~exterior pas-s-a:geway between it and the State House.-

Other work will include repair of the missing east wall portion, 

remodelling of the front, and reopening of the side doorways. Last 

year, the interior brickwork and ·framing were rebuilt by Mitten Con­

struction Company of Dover. Original interior brick bearing partitions 

were replaced, together with the chimneys, on their original footings. 

All the timber work has been repaired or replaced where necessary. 

The restored State House will be a separate building, as it was 

in 1792, with a large courtroom and four side offices on the first 

floor. On the second floor, the leglslative chambers· and two· offices 

will flank a passageway and stair hall. The 11geometrical11 staircase, 

with its graceful twin curves, will duplicate the original, based on 

construction accounts and evidence in ·the walls and frame. The only 

pieces of original interior trim are three of the four courtroom 

columns, which are being restored by Mitten's craftsmen. A replace­

ment column ·has been made to reproduce the missing original. 

. Denis Volozan's portrait of Washington, which was painted for 

the Senate chamber in 1802, will be replaced in its original position 

• over the ·speaker' s chair. This .paintin-g once hung in the rotunda of 

the south wing. It has been removed from its most recent site in the 

Supreme Court lobby to the Hall of Records for safekeeping . 

Stanley Arthurs'-heroic painting, "The Crusaders", which now 

hangs in a back wing of the State House, will be moved to the Highway 

Administration Building. Arthurs painted three such large pictures 

for the state; the other two now hang in the Supreme Court 

conference room, where they will remain. 

• The State House bell, cast in 1763, is the only surviving relic 

of Dover's 1722 court house. It was taken down in ·the 1873 re­

modelling, and has hung for a century on an ornate carved frame. 

The bell is exhibited in the Hall of Records, awaiting return to 

the State House. 

Completion of- the restoration is scheduled for the summer of 

1976, so ·that the ceremonial capitol will be ready for use during 

·the national bicentennial celebration. 



RESTORATION WORK IN PROGRESS AT THE OLD STATE HOUSE 

The Old State House has been stripped for examination by architectural historians; 
newer work has been removed, to expose the surviving materials of the original 1792 
interior. Because the building has been remodelled many times, the architects must 
carefully analyse the evidence that they find in the walls. This evidence will be com­
pared with written records and old pictures to produce plans for the restoration of the 
original interior arrangement. 

The State House occupies the site of an earlier Kent County Court House, built in 
1722, This earlier building became the state capitol in 1777_, when the legislature moved 
from New Castle. By 1787, it was painfully obvious that the old Court House was too 
small to accommodate both state and county governments, The present building was 
completed in 1792, and served u_ntil 1874 as both State House and Court House. It was 
drastically remodelled in 1874, when the county offices were moved into the present 
Kent County Court House, across the Green. 

In 1910, the Old State House was again extensively remodelled, The Victorian trim 
was removed, and the original style of roof was replaced. Although the exterior was 
partially restored at the time, the interior remained essentially Victorian. 



The Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
is searching for old documents, pictures, and 
descriptions that might help in the restora~on 
of the Old State House. 

Anyone who knows the whereabouts of any such 
evidence, no matter how insignificant it may be, 
is requested to notify the Historic Preservation 
Section at the Hall of Records. 

J 

OLD STATE HOUSE 

St.ate of Delaware 
Department of state 
Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs 
Historic Preservation Section 

Hall of Records 
Dover 19901 



Lightning Damages Old 
State House at Dover 
As Storm Sweee.~. §tate 

Historic Stale House Dama ed 
• · ff .~ 
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Old Stale House at Dover 
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~T omen an.d Men Rush 
From Offices as "Ball 

: Of Fire" Spends Self 
On Copper Rain Spout 

Smith Tells How 
Fire Was A voided 

Firemen Were Not Needed; 
Cashier Scoops Up Cash 
Expecting Blaze; SeYeral 
In Courthouse Shocked 

DOVER, July 20- (Special),­
Ligh tning struck the 145-year­
old State House this morning, 
damaging the pic

1
turesque cupola, 

and plunging the building Into 
darkness, during a storm which 
swept the entire state, 

The damage is estimated by 
Secretary of state Walter Dent 
Smith from $300 to $400. 

Women screamed and men 
jumped from their desks as the 
historic building was shaken by 
tlle bolt. 

"The noise was as if great batchc.s 
of . glass were suddenly shattered," 
Marvel Watson of the corpora,ti0n 
depa.rtmen~ said. 

Sr.11e1"al in Court House Shocked 
Although no one in the. State 

Howe was injured, several persons 
in the Kent County Court House 
on the other side of the Dover 
Green felt the shock. It is believed 
that the lightning traveled ff<Jm the 
State House to the court house. 

Miss Harriet Car~on, standing 
>l.gainst a screen door in the court. 
house, w-as stunned and was aboui 
to fall when she was caught an•d 
led to a chair where she L-ecovered 
her strength. 

Roy Q-ormley fcl~ a .c.ho~k whll.e 
ce lephoning from his office In ohe 
court house. Prothonc;ary Wilbur D. 
Wilds said his ha\ld went n1!mb 
whjle he was wrH.ing. 

Spouting Pre,'lmted Fire 
Th•e Robbin.s Hooe companv 

ru;,hed to the st:.te House, bµt no 
fire followed 1;he flash. 

The coP"~r rain spout on the eas i 
·•--1 ~ M building, c~nduct,d 

,~,1-,. ii-~ ........ ~.._'e ., ~~ 

~:~~Qi>~ 4i,u'.;{Jfn;•1~r~:U ~J~: ~L<• 

The lll;rlLnlng slruck at 9 ;11.5 
o'clock, standard time. About tw:> 
homs later, the skylight in the 
State Library commission offices' 
collapsed and pounds of heavy glass 
fell inb the room. 

Glass Piles On Desk 
The glass particularly piled up 

on the desk of Mrs. R0yden Hac,1-
mand. librarian, but fortl.lnate,y. 
M1·s. Hammond was not in the roo1r., 

William D. Denney, custodian of 
the Stat-s House, immediately had 
workme.n on the .scene, covering the 
exposed parts of the bu lding from 
\.he raln. 

The Sta.Le House is the oldest 
cap: tal building in the country in 
continuous use. It has bEen the 
scene of m!Llly stirring event.s of the 
sta tc's 11ls tory. 

Secretary Smith Desm·ibes It 
&"'Cretary of Stal.c Smith, from 

his office in lhe Legislative Build­
ing, which faces t.he state Horrse, 
saw th€ .Jightning shoot down from 
the sky and strike the cupola '•like a 
ball of fire." 

"The llghlning .struck the flag•. 
pole," Mr. Sm'th said, "and like a, 
ball of fire ran down th<2 side of the 
cupola splintering the wooden 
frame. 

"The flame then rolled down 
along the copper rain spout, acro.ss 
the motor titling department and 
down the ea.st side of the building, 
disappearing into the court ya.rd.'' 

Governo1· Not In Office . 
Governor Buck was not at hls of­

fice in the new Legi.slatlve Building 
aG the time. He was in Wilming­
ton prc3iding at a rneeth'ig of the 
board of directors of the Equitable 
Trust Glompamy. 

Throughoub th~ excitement, Mrs. 
Blanche Cowgill of Dover, the teJe. 
phone operator in the building, re­
mained at her post while men and 
women were hurl'ying oin of doors. 

Cashier Rescues Money 
In the scuffle as the men and 

women ruehed from their offi-ces 
into the corridol's of the buildi.og 
and out upon the Dover Green, un­
mindful of the. downpour, Mrs. 
Morr's, cashier, motor vehicl€ de• 
partm ~nt, pa used long enough to 
scoop th~ money from the till into 
a canva.s b•.i.g before she too rushed 
out. of the bu'lding, • 

WhJe fl'emen were giving the 
building; a thorough iosp~ction and 
wo,·kmcn were already preparing to 
renair the ,dam.a.g·e. 

The flag pole was severed near ,he 
baEe and clattered down the roof 
w;th a noise that added to tbe din 
oI excilemen G and shoutlng of the 
Cl'011'd 

Secretary of St.ate Smith was one 
of Lhe few eye witnesses of the 
Egl1tning bolt, He was standing at 
the time by the window of hi~ offic-e 
in the Legislative Building, attract­
ed by Lhc heavy rain, 

"I saw the llt\htning cleave out of 
Lh~ air," he said, "strike the flag 
pole and the!\ roll on down the 

(Plea~e Turn to Page 5, Column li). 

\State House 
Hit By Bolt 

Conlin-ue-d From Flrst P,,~~-

side of Lhe building to the court­
yard. 

"~ soon a.s I saw what had hap­
pened," Mr. S:11ith said, "I rushed 
out to my atitomobile and hurri.ed 
to the State House. I was particu­
larly worried lest some one was in• 
jured, and. le~i the old building 

I 
catch fire. . 

';Same of the women wc1·e hysteri­
cal," he said but they were soon · 
quieted." 

Lauds Janitor's Work 
Mr. Smith lauded the janitorial 

·,\'Otkers who responded to the emer­
g·tncy, 

"Samuel Griffin, one of the jan­
tors," Mr. Smith said, "was up in 
th€ cupola with the Stat.e H<lu,e fire 
hoS€, looking fot· fire, )Jy the time 1 

I. reached the building." 
Robert Benson, employed in th€ 

State Hou.so and a member of Rob­
bins Hose Company, summoned the 
firemen. Dr. Joseph s. McDaniel, 
who goes to all fires in the evrnL 
medical attention is neces.sary, was 
also on the scene. 

Cupola ~sto1·ed jn 1909 
The cupola is one of the atl.racLlve 

Jeature., of the State House. H was 
rectorcd in 1909 with the remaind,cr 
of the building, fr-cm the mansard 
tyi:;e build! ng to its original beau W. 

The fint building rm that si,e was 
the Kent CounLy Court Hou~e built 
in 1722. Sixly-ninc y<,ars lat€r, the 
building was reconstrnc te<l. 

Mo,•ed to Dover in 1779 
When the scat of slate government 

moved in 1779 fmm N€W Castle to 
Dover, th•,~ old building o:i. that· site 
became the state House. 

It we., in ~he present day st11te 
House lha(; Delaware's delegalcs c-on­
vcn·~d an:J. ratified the federal Con­
stitution, thus g·iving this state thr. 
honor of bein6 the first ta approve 
the Constitution. 

Visited By Thou~and~ 
The building is visited by thou-

sands of tourL,ts from all parts of 

I 
th, country, who admire the beauti­
ru I Colonial lines of lhe building. 

The offlce.s in lhe State House are 
those of the state auditor, st.ite 
Lreasurer, stat-e insurance commls­
sione..-, motor vehicle 'department. 
corporation department, state al'• 
chives depa,l'lmenG, and the state 11-
brn.ry. 

In 1933 the legislative quar l:ers 
moved to the new Legisla Live Build­
ing. 

The rainstorm that swept Dovel' 
lroday also deh1g-e<I lhe enLli-e state, 
ringing relief to Lhe parched ci·ops 

11nd general dry eondltiiqns het·e. 
, . WI ~h s(we1·a.l ex.eepblon,s like at 
)l)<wer, tl'\e r..atn w~ -a steady down 
pour, unatteuded with Ughtnlng or 
thunder. 
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TAXPAYERS, YOU ARE BEING DECEIVED! 

The Old State House is gone! 

It can never be replaced! 

Your large sum of money origi~ally allotted is being simply 
and irretrievably wasted and lost. The project was to be a restoration 
of the two centuries old State House-~ the second oldest in the 
country. It was truly among the proudest historical heritages not 
only of Delaware, but of the entire country. Now, for the Bicenten­
nial year, Delaware has demolished its prime exhibit and impoverished 
the nation! 

Look at the before-and-after pictures on the reverse side. 
They tell the whole story. They are proof-positive that new brick 
is being used to reconstruct the old State House. 

The project is a reconstructirin, not a restoration. 

The Old State House is forever lost to Delaware and to the 
country. 

Its antiquity has been destroyed! 

Even the cupola has been thrown away. 

Original bricks have been carted away. Now, the Secretary of 
State 1s advertising for 1,400 window lights of "antique glass", 
8 11 x1or1 size. Antiquity has become something you can manufacture, any 
day, any place? 

WHO DID IT? A Secretary of State, a retired Air Force major, 
a historic registrar, and two research assistants, all approved by the 
Governor? None of the above have ever done a restoration in their 
lives! 

We're paying through the nose for deliberate destruction of 
the State's irreplaceable historical property. 

Our taxes have paid the salaries of people who have killed 
the State's major historical possession. 

GEORGE FLETCHER BENNETT 

Native of Delaware, a registered architect, resident of Kent County. Archit.ect for restoration in Delaware, Mary. 
land, Virginia, Pennsylvania, and elsewhere, for private, state and federal government agencies. 
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THE DELLWAHE STA'l'E HOUSE 

The State House of Dela:·;are, at Dover, wa.s built 

on the site of the Kent County Court House erected in 17:22 . By 

1787 the faciliti~s of tbe old Court Hou.se viere no longer ade­

quate .for the ne<;!tis o.f both the county court and tha 11-jgislature. 

In December of that year the Levy Cou:.i:t· 0£ Kent CaW1ty authorizo:td 

ChaI'las Rldeely > El.eazer .McCol.tlb, and tle:.1emiah ·T11 ton, the com­

missioners appointed to erect the ntTW building., "to pull down 

the old Court House and use the hard b1•1cks for the foundation 

of the nBw building as there was not su.ff1oient mon~y for a 

stone f ound.'4 t 1 on. 11 Due to f inane i&.1 d ii'! icul ti od s, which were 

solved uy hol(iing a Str.te L-0ttery, the con:structiotl work was 

delayed and it. was not until about April of J.792 "that the build­

ing was opened at a cost o.l' £2107:7:5. Thr~e y,~ars l~ter the· 

General Assembly autl1orized the completion of the battlements, 

cov<::"ring the roof with copper., a-ection ot stone steps I p.:.v1ng 

in front oi· the building, t.'1.e erection of $ed.ts in both houses 

of the LegL:llature, and pu.ying a :iiha:.',~ of pe.tnting thtl building, 

all of Which wus accorupli~hed at a cost of t404a4:4½. 

Not until 1836 w~re other additions made to the 8tate 

House. In t::iat year a tv,o-~tory and ba3ement add1t1on, fatty 

by fifty feet w~s e~ected at a cost of ne&rly three thousand 

dollars. These irnprovem~mts provided an executive chamoor, 

an office for the Secretary of State, and a library on the 

lower floor; committee rooms and an enlarted House Chamb~r on 

the second floor. 
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Aa the year s pass ed the Kent Count y Court House 

continued to be sha1·ed as a meeting place with the Leg1~ilature. 

The developrt.1•:,nt of a mo!'e complex sy,:;tem ot govt1rnmant req11ired 

more off1co space .t'or the gro~ing departments. 1' ... ollowing a 

conference with the Levy Court, relative to r,urcha.sing the State 

House from thelJI, the Legislnture in April of 1873 p1Jrchc.:.sed the 

building for fifteen thousand dollars and appropriated ~ddit1onal 

funds for rer:\odeling and equ1r,p1ng it. The firm of Manners, 

l•'i;;~ier a!ld Company completed the remoclelin~ at a cost of about 

eight thousand dolhus in /,ugust of 1874 and in December 01' 

that y i':ar all wc:d in re,.dines.s for t .o,t inaugural cerei;1ony of 

Gove. no1"' John P, Cochran., on January 191 1875. The office 

arrt-.mge!iient at that t1me provided .1.\-r::- t:1e Goveraor 1 s office 

on t :1e north side of the main build.iri,:; , the S~ore t,ar~· of State's 

of.ice on th': s0ut:'1 sid,~, ::md t~e Librar:r :!.n the r ,~ur, while the 

ofr'ices of the :3-tate Treasurer and the Aud.1 tor vrere on the 

right and left of the main entrance, 

An addition of rorty :eet wus added during the years 

1a95 .... 1s97 to the east wing previously built 1n 1836. This 

new ex tens ton provided large:!r quarters ror th{!) Got:ernor, the 

Legislature, and other State offices. 

Aside from necessary repairs to the building nothing 

was changed ngain unt11 1910 when tl'1e south or library wing 

was built., at a cost of sl:-rcy-two thousand five hundred dollars. 

This fireproof w1n1 greatly increased office sp~ce for the 3tate 

departments and provided ■ewna for the pre~ervation f or tbe 

records. At the same time the original portion of the State 



Hou1e ••• reetored •• it had been prior to 1874, when many ot 

ita t ine arob1t.eotu,az. teatur•• wre erased. and a mansard i-oot · 

was added. It 1a interoatinc that the money ror the restoratioc 

oa ae trom tha Federal Goverrllllent as the int•reat on tt.Ja: money 

advanced by Dalaw&r• 4uxaing the \~a ;r ot 1812,. 

The next change to tho State !iouae waa in 19Z5-1926 

when thl~ three otory tlreprootia.nnex was l.Nilt oonnecting wlth 

the east side of the old bu1l.d1na ~ Ia l9J) the chnmbera and 

ante•roomt of tile I.egiale:tur• Nre changed to otticeai when th• 

Legislative Hall wae opened. At tne awae ttme tbe o.C.t."ice■ ot 

tti•· Governor and the S~r•tarr or Stat& were mo"Tod to t he new 

buUding • Si mi lar r►arra.ngeinent of ott1oea \ttaf made in the 

spring of 1939 when the Secretary o! st~te•s otrtce, the 

OorJlora tion and Franchi•:e 'l'·u. Departments and the 'State .ueb1 ve• 

were moved :froa the State Bou,• to the ••Kall ot R•cord•• 
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