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Gentlemen 

Original in W .s.:rvTorse Collection. 
Historical Society of Delaware. 

Please to pay to Cal eb Citwithin or order, the .. sum 

of Twenty eight pounds seven shill� & six pence out of the 

Interest arising f rom the Public Money in your Hands and the 

same s.hall'be allowed You a.t Settlement with the Committee 

of A .. ssembly. 

Signed by Order of the House, 

Caesar Rodney Speaker 

•ro the Trustees of the General

Loan Office for the County of

Kent - Sept. 2� 1775

Sir, 

Please to J:8.Y John Clowes th e within Sum and Oblige 

your 

To Caesar Rodney Esq; 

Sept. 11 �12, 17 75 

Sir, 

Humble Ser':! 

Please to pay the Cont ents td D� Charles Ridgely - for 

value of him 

re 
16 Sep:° 1775 

Recd Contents. 

29 June 1776 

John Clowes 

Cha Ridgely 
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John Hart. The farm home occupied 
by John Hatt is no longer standing. It 
was located near Hopewell, N. J. The pres
ent farmhouse was erected on the site of 
the original about 1800. Hart _is buried 
in the Baptist Churchyard in Hopewell. 
Hart built the church for the community. 
His death may be ascribed to the priva
tions and exposure suffered at the hands 
of the British. 

Richard Stoclcton. Stockton's home, 
"Morven," is located in Princeton, N. J. 
It is the residence of the Governor of New 
Jersey. During the Revolution it was 
raided and sacked by the British. Stock
ton is buried in an unmarked grave in the 
Quaker burial grounds near Princeton. 

John Witherspoon was president of 
Princeton. His home, "Tusculum," is 
located near Princeton and is privately 
owned. Witherspoon is buried in the 
president's lot in Princeton ·cemetery. 

DELAWARE 

Caesar Rodney's home, "Byfield," near 
Dover, is no longer standing. A modern 
farmhouse is built on the site. His town 
house still stands and is, located opposite 
the State House on the Town Square, 
Dover. Rodney is buried beneath a large 
monument at the northeast corner o-f Christ 
Church in Dover. 

George Read's home was located on the 
Strand in New Castle, Del. The house was 
destroyed by fire many years ago. Read's 
son built a beautiful mansion on the site 
between the years 1791-1801. It still 
stands, one of America's most stately man
sions. Read is buried to the rear of Im
manuel Church, New Castle. Mr. and 
Mrs. Philip D. Laird arc the owners of 
the Read mansion. 

Thomas McKean had residences in Phila
delphia and in New Castle. Neither is 
standing today. The home in New Castle 
burned in 1824. McKean is buried in 
Laurel Hill Cemetery, Philadelphia. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Benjamin Franklin. Neither Franklin's 
birthplace nor his boyhood home in Boston 
is standing. His home in Philadelphia is 
no longer standing. Franklin's burial 
place is located immediately inside tl1e 
fence of the Christ Church burial grounds 
at the corner of 5th and Arch Streets, 
Philadelphia. 

Benjamin Rush was born at a farm called 
"Bybeny," located near Bristol, Penn. The 
house is in an excellent stale of preserva
tion, is privately owned, and is now called 
"The Homestead." The Rush residence on 
South 4th Street in Philadelphia is no 
longer standing. Rush is buried in the 
Christ Church burial grounds, Philadel
phia. 

George Ross' home in Lancaster is no 
longer standing. It was originally located 
on what is now East Ross Street between 
Plum and Shippen Streets. A monument 
marks the sile and Donnegal Chapter, 
N. S. D. A. R., Lancaster, pays a caretaker 
to keep the plot in good condition. A good 
photograph of the original house is ex
tant. It was torn down in 1894. Ross is 
buried in an unknown grave in either the 
Christ Churchyard or the burial ground. 

George Clymer. The house occupied by 
George Clymer on Chestnut near 7th Street 
in Philadelphia is no longer standing. His 
later home, "Sornerseat," is in Morrisville, 
Penn. It is located at the comer of Clymer 
Street and Morris Avenue and is used as 
a school administration building. Clymer 
is buried in the Friends Meeting House 
burial ground on East Hanover Street, 
Trenton, N. J. 

George Taylor. The house once owned 
and occupied by Taylor is located at the 
corner of 4th and Ferry Streets, Easton, 
Penn. It is owned by the George Taylor 
Chapter, . S. D. A. R., of Easton. Taylor 
is buried in the Easton Cemetery near the 
7th Street entrance. 

James Smith's home is no longer stand
ing in York. His home and office stood on 
the location now occupied by the Brooks 
Hotel on South George Street. The office 
was destroyed by fire in 1804. When the 
house was destroyed is not known. He is 
interred in the cemetery beside the First 
Presbyterian Church, Market and Queen 
Streets, York. 

lames Wilson's residence in Philadelphia 
was located at the southwest corner of 
Third and Walnut Streets. It is no longer 
standing. For a time Wilson resided in 
the home of his fri end, James Iredell, his 
fellow Associate Justice of the United 
States Supreme Court, in Edenton., N. C. 
It was while living there that Wilson died. 
The house is still extant. Wilson is buried 
along the south wall of Christ Church, 
Philadelphia, his remains having been 
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The President of the Society, Richard Fisher, Esq., 
introduced Mr. Conrad, who said: 

l.v1r. President and Gentlemen :-The three men 
whose names appear as representatives from Delaware on 
the Declaration of Independence have always interestul 
me very much as public characters. I have had some 
natural bent, I think, for some years in the direction of 
Revolutionary affairs and have been brought into contact 
with these men as historical characters. And the more I 

• have read of them and learned of them, the more interest 
I have felt in them, and recently I have prepared this 
fragmentary sketch, covering the lives of these three men, 
with the hope that it might prove interesting to such as 
may hear it. 

The first of these men of whom I shall treat is Caesar 
Rodney, who was born in 1728, near Dover, in Dela
ware. His father's name was also Caesar. He was a 
grandson of "V/iiliam Rodney. His mother's name was 
Crawford, being the daughter of Rev. Thomas Crawford, 
I think the earliest Rector of Christ Episcopal Church at 
Dover. The name "Caesar" was the family name that 
came to Caesar Rodney, the signer, from his maternal 
gran.dfather, whose name was Thomas Caesar and who 
lived in London. The family was of English descent. 

The ancestors of the family in this country settled in 
Kent County early in l 700. 

In order that we may go back to the times in which 
these people lived, I want to quote, very briefly from a 
letter written by Thomas Rodney, a brother of Caesar, 
the signer, in which he speaks of the manners and cus
toms of the people of tha(day: 

"The manner and customs of the white people when 
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I first remember, were very simple, plain and social. Very 
few foreign articles were used in this part of the country 
for eating, drinking or clothing. Almost every family 
manufactured their own clothes; and beef, pork, poultry, 
milk, butter, cheese, wheat, and Indian corn were raised 
by themselves, served them with fruits of the country, 
and wild game for food; and cider, small beer, and peach 
and apple brandy for drink. The best families in the 
country but seldom used tea, coffee, chocolate or sugar, 
for honey was their sweeteni..,g. The largest farmers at 
that time did not sow over twenty acres of wheat, nor · 
tend more than thirty acres of Indian corn, and there was 
very few of this sort, so that all the families in the country 
had a great deal of idle time, for the land being fertile 
supplied them plentifully by a little labor, with all that 
was necessary, hay with great abundance, more than 
enough, grudged nothing to those who happened to want. 
Indeed, they seemed to live as it were in concord; for 
they constantly associated together at one house or an
other in considerable numbers, to play and frolic, at which 
times the young people would dance, and the elder ones 
whistle, run, hop, jump or throw the disc or play at some 
rustic and manly exercises. On Christmas Eve there 
was an universal firinr of guns, and traveling round from 
house to house during the holiday, and indeed all winter 
there was a conti.riual frolic at one house or another, 
sho::iting-matches, twelfth-cakes, &c." 

This is an indication of the simplicity of the people._ 
in the times in which these men figured. 

Caesar Rodney's father died in l 745. The son 
Caesar, being the eldest son, inherited all. Be was a man 
of meagre education, so far as known, and was raised a 
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farmer, and had very little advantage of books or of 
learning in that day. He was appointed High Sheriff of 
Kent County in l 758, when but thirty years of age, and 
shortly afte!'wards Justice of the Peace and Judge of all 
the Courts. 

Delaware was then a. Province (part of Pennsyl
vania) under the control of the English government. 

In 17 62 he was appointed with Thomas McKean 
to revise and print the laws-that is, all existing laws of 
this Province in force at that time-and there are copies 
of these laws now in existence. In fact, we have one or 
two in the possession of our Historical Society in Wil
mington. 

Rodney and McKean were elected to represent 
Delaware in the Stamp Act Congress which met in New 
York in October, 1765; and both took conspicuous and 
influential parts in its deliberations and served on its most 
important committees. 

One of the issues which led up to the Revolution 
was the failure of the British Government to allow the 
people living in these colonies to tax themselves, and also 
the further denial of the right to be tried by their peers. 
As I understand it, in many cases of importance, the 
Bdtish authorities insisted upon taking the people who 
were to be tried, and who should have been tried here for 
these offenses, across the water to be tried by entire 
strange!'s to them ; and they insisted that by right they 
were entitled to be tried by their peers. 

From n66 to 1769, Rodney was an active member 
of the General Assembly and sought to prohibit the 
importation of slaves, even at that early period. 

r ever a robust man, about this time, in 1768 I think 
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it was, there appeared on his face, what proved to be a 
cancer, and it was a source of very great pain and distress 
to him during the remainder of his life. I have here a 
letter written by ·him under date of june J3, J768, in 
which he says he has gone to Philadelphia with a view 
to consulting physicians as to this trouble on his face. 
He says further: "But to conclude, my case is truly 
dangerous, and what will be the event, God only knows, 
I still live in hopes and still retain my usual flow of 
spirits." 

In a letter written a week before, he says: 
"I got to Philadelphia on Saturday, and on Monday 

applied to doctors concerning the sore on my nose, who 
all, upon examination, pronounced it a cancer, and that it 
will be necessary I should go through a small course of 
physick and then to extract it _by a costick or by cutting 
it out, all which (to me) is a dreadful undertaking-and 
will require so much time, that it is impossible for me to 
now to determine when you may probably expect to see 
me in Kent again-if ever-as (no doubt) it will be 
attended with danger.'' 

Then followed the letter of a week later, in which 
he says, "what will be the event, God only knows, I 
still live in hopes and still retain my usual flow of spirits.'' 

I quote from these letters to show that notwithstand
ing what was almost a death sentence pronounced upon 
this man, for nearly twenty years after that he stood at 
his post of public duty and made for himself a name that 
has come dovm to us after more than one hundred years, 
as probably the foremost name in Delaware history. 

Rodney was almost continuously a member of the 
Legislature and frequently its speaker-From the Stamp 
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act Congress in l 7 65 until the close of the Revolution, he 
was the most active, and was by odds the leading man in 
the State in espousing the American cause. 

We have somehow drifted into the idea that at that 
time the who!e people rose en masse in favor of seve .. ~ng 
the relations between these colonies and the mother coun
try. As a matter of fact, the people were very evenly 
divided. There was a large number of people in every 
one of the colonies who were honestly of opinion that the 
time had not come when the colonies were strong enough 

- to form and. maintain a government of their own; that 
the time had not come when it was expedient for them to 
break the ties which joined them to the mother country. 
So that these men who stood in the fore-front of this 
movement for independence were harassed continually by 
this sentiment which existed in all of the colonir.s, and it 
was a great deal harder task that they had to perform, 
than if the overwhelming sentiment of the people had been 
in favor of independence. The result of this was, that 
men who were fighting i.t1 the field, and the men who 
were representing the different colonies in their assem
blies, were continually harassed with this firing from the 
rear, so to speak, by these opponents of American inde
pendence. That was particularly the case as regards 
Caesar Rodney. In reading his letters you find that he 
was with the military one day and back in Dover the 
next, tryLrig to prevent the people from overturning all 
that was being clone in the field and in Congress. With 
that opposition existing you can appreciate the hard duty 
which these men had to perform. 

There was a Committee of Correspondence in each 
of the colonies in l 772-73-74. Mr. Rodney was, during 
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all these years, a leading member of this Committee on 
Correspondence. That Committee, as its name suggests, 
was composed of leading men who were in favor of 
American Independence, and a continual correspondence 
was kept up with the different colonies, suggesting how 
the movement was getting along and how the sentiment 
for independence was growing from time to time. The 
Committee of Correspondence held a convention at New 
Castle, under date of August l, l 774, with a view of 
choosing delegates to the first Continental Congress which 
was to meet in Philadelphia a month later. I have in my 
possession a most interesting relic, being a notice written 
and sent by Caesar Rodney, calling upon Dr. Charles 
Ridgely, a delegate from Kent County to attend this meet~ 
ing at New Castle. 

A month later (September 5, 1774), the first Conti
nental Congress met in Philadelphia, with Rodney, Read 
and McKean as the representatives from Delaware. 
There were fifty-six delegates present. George Wash
ington was a member from Virginia. Rodney was also 
a delegate to the Continental Congress of 1775-76. 

The population of Delaware in 1775 was 35,000. 
Rodney was speaker of the Assembly of the State while 
in Congress. He was also a Brigadier-General in the 
Continental Army-in the field and back again to the 
State, serving as a military man and serving as the lead
ing Statesman of the day; evidently the man of aU others 
who was continualiy conferred with as to all lines of con
duct in that time, both in the civil and in the military 
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living in Delaware at that time. There are a great many 
letters in existence, from Washington to Rodney and from 
Rodney to \Vashington, in which the situations of that 
day are discussed and explained. They are scattered all 
about. I do not recall that the Delaware Historical So
ciety has even an autograph signature of Caesar Rodney. 
Some of them still are in the possession of the Rodney 
family. I think Mr. John M. C. Rodney, living at Cool 
Spring, has some of them. A good many of them are 
published in "Spark's Life and Correspondence of 'Wash
ington.'' 

Caesar Rodney was among the first to advocate the 
election of George Washington • as Commander-in-Chief 
of the American Army. He was his warm, ardent and 
close friend all through the War of the Revolution, as 
shown by his correspondence. 

We come now to July J, J776. On that day the 
vote was taken in the Committee of the Whole of the 
Continental Congress as to the framing and proclaiming 
of the Declaration of Independence. There were thirteen 
original colonies represented-I do not know whethe 
anybody e1se has any such a faculty as I have of always 
forgetting which were the thirteen original colonies, but I 
have ta.ken precaution Litls time to set them down, and as 
I have them before me, I will make no mistake this time. 

The thirteen original colonies were-New Hamp
shire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia; 
aII feeble little colonies, scattered along the Atlantic sea
board. 

In the Committee of the Whole, ten out of the thirteen 
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colonies voted in favor of proclaiming the Declaration of 
Lri.:ependence. Pe11;,sylvania had seven delegates ; four 
of whom were opposed to it and three in favor of it. 
Delaware had two members present- McKean and Read 
-and being divided, did not vote. Rodne_y was absent. 
McKean was in favor of, and Read against the Declara
tion. MeKean appreciating that it was most important, 
for the sentiment it would create, that the Declaration of 
Independence shou_d be proclaimed, if proclaimed at ;;,J!, 
by the unanimous vote of these thirteen colonies, sent for 
Rodney, who was at the time at one of his farms near 
Dover ( one called "By-field" and the other "Poplar 
Grove") and the story goes that Rodney came post-haste 
an:d that he arrived just in time to save the day, and cast 
the vote of Delaware in favor of the Declaration of 
Independence. 

McKean, :writing of it years afterwards to Caesar 
A. Rodney, a nephew of Caesar Rodney, the signer, says: 
"I 'sent an express, at my own private expense, for your 
honored uncle, 'Caesar Rodney, Esquire, the remaining 
member for Delaware, whom I met at the State House 
door, i..11 his boots and spurs, as the members were asse.in
bling. A..fter a friendly salutation, without a word on the 
business, we went into the hall of Congress together, and 
fourid we w~re among the latest. Proceedings im..'1'.le
diately tommenced, and after a few minutes the great 
question was put. When the vote for Ddaware was 
called, your uncle arose and said: 'As I believe the voice 
of my constl.tuents and or all sensible and honest men is 

·1n favor of independence my own judgment concurs with 
them, I vote for independence,' or in words to the same 
effect." • 

.la;, 
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And so in that way, by bringing C.i.e;,~r Roch:iey 
those seventy or eighty miles and joining N.s vote with 
the vote of Thomas McI-<:ean, Delaware's vote was r,e
corded that day in favor of proclaiming the Declaration 
of Independence. Pennsylvania's vote, it turned out, was 
cast for the Declaration also; and thereby .the unanimou.;; 
vote of the thirteen colonies was procured. It happmed 
that only five, of the seven members #orri :Pennsylvania 
were present, and three out of the five were ln favor 9f 
it, three making a majority of those present, and so Penn
sylvania's vote was cast for the Declaration. .If .the other 
members from that State who were .opposed t~ it had 
been there, they could have thrown the vote of Pennsyl
vania against it. 

Caesar Rodney was a member of the .Convention 
that framed the first Constitution of Delaware, ln August, 
l776. He was again elected to Congress .in J,777. In 
August, l 777, the forces of Lord Howe landed at ,Head 
of Elk, near what is now known as Elkton, and very 
shortly afterwards the Battle of Brandywine was.fought. 
At that time Caesar Rodney was . placed in command of 
the Delaware State Militia, and served to protect ,Dela
ware from the invasions of the British force ·which land.ed 
at the Head of Elk. The statement is maqe that he was 
in command and that his force was encamped _a little to 
the Southeast of Middletown, at a pla<:e then called 
Noxontown, which was his headquarters, and there for 
several days he guarded the inhabitants of Delaware from 
the invasion of the British forces. There were forty
seven hundred and twenty-eight soldiers from Delaware 
in the Continental Army. • 

In 1778, a year afterwards,.he .was electedJ~tesident , • . 
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(Governor) of Delaware. He had served, as you see, 
almost without interruption, in the General Assembly of 
t' e State, az:d its representative in the Conti.n.ental Con-· 
~rcss, meeting from year to year. He was also serving 
as Brigadier-General, and now the General Assembly of 
State elected him Governor. Just here I want to read 
you, as a mattc1· of interes:, a very brief letter which he 
wrote in acknowledgment of the action of the General 
Assembly in electing him Governor. 

"Wednesday, A. M., April lst, l778 .. 
"Gentlemen of the G .. neral Assembly: • 

"! received yesterday afternoon your message declar
ing me duly elected_ resident of the Delaware State"

At that time, .md for a few years afterwards, the 
Chief Executive of the State was called "President" and 
not "Governor." Continuing he says: 

"And am fully sensible of the honor done me by the 
appointment; but as I am too conscious of my own ina
bility to suppose your expectation will be answered by 
my acceptance, I hope I shall be excused. I think, never
theless, that at a ti.me like tliJs, it is the duty of every 
member of society to take such part ii, the civil line as 
shall be assigned !>Jm by the government, if tolerably 
qualified; therefore if the General Assembly cannot fix 
upon some other person more equal to that important 
duty, I shall, though with great diffidence, accept; in full 
confidence, however, that Your Honors will afford me 
every necess.:.ry aid in the due execution of t.lie laws, and 
otherwise supporthlg the civil government as now estab
lished under the authority of the people; and as the pro
vision made for the President is by no means an ample 
one; that the General Assembly would not wish to add 
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to the sacrifice I have already made, by which more than 
ought to faII to the share of any one member of the com
munity. 

"Caesar Rodney.'' 

He did accept, although his letter indicat_es that he 
hesitated about it; and he was Governor for three years. 
He was a member of the Legislative Council and its 
Speaker in J 784. On April 8, J 784, it is recorded that 
what was cailed the State Council, of which he was a 
member and the PresidL.,g Officer, met at his own house 
out on one of his farms a little east of Dover. He being 
too ill to attend at the regular meeting place, the Council 
came to him. 

Caesar Rodne~ clied June 26, J 784, of cancer, yet a 
comparatively young man, being in his fifty-sixth year. 
He never married. For his time, he was regarded as a 
substantial man, a man of considerable means for that 
day and generation. His will indicates that he left a 
comfortable estate. There is a tradition in his family 
that he owned two hundred slaves. By his will they 
were a!I rranumitted. And yet he doubtless sacrificed a 
great deal of his own means in the various positions in 
which he served his country during that trying time. 

Judge Whitely, speaking of the Revolutionary sol
diers, says, "that to Rodney more than to any other man 
in Delaware do we owe the position which our State and 
people took in that most important contest." 

fohn Adams, in his Diary, describes Caesar Rodney 
as foliows: 

" Caesar Rodney is the oddest looking man in the · 
world; he is tall, thin and slender as a reed and pale; 

• ' 
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his face is not bigger than a large apple, yet there is sense, 
fire, spirit, wit and humour in his countenance.'' 

His brother, Thomas, describing him says: "Caesar 
Rodney was about five feet ten inches high; his person 
was very elegant and genteel; his manners graceful, easy 
and polite. He had a good fund of humour, and the 
happiest talent in the world of making his wit agreeable, 
however sparkling and severe. I-::: was a great states
man, a faithful public officer, just in all his dealings, easy 
to his family and debtors, sincere to his friends, beneficent 
to his relatives, and kind to his servants, and always 
lived in a generous and social style." 

He was buried on one of his farms near Dover. In 
1888 or J889, an association of young men in Dover 
calling itself the "Rodney Oub," arranged for the 
removal of the remalns of Caesar Rodney from the 
rather neglected locality on the old Rodney farm and 
interred the same in Christ's Episcopal Church-yard in 
Dover; and over his remains there has been erected a 
substantial granite tomb-stone, to mark his last resting 
place. 

There is no picture of Caesar Rodney in existence; 
presumably on account of his face being so disfigured by 
the cancer, he was averse to having one taken. There 
is a picture extant of Caesar A. Rodney, a nephew of 
Caesar Rodney, the signer, and he is tr.::quently confused 
with Caesar Rodney, the signer. Caesar A. Rodney 
was a very distinguished and prominent man in his day, 
but belonged to the generation succeeding Caesar Rodney, 
the sign~r. 
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GEORGE READ. 

We come now to George Read. He was born of 
Irish parentage in 1734, and was Ll-ie oldest of six brothers. 
His father's name was John Read. About the time, or 
shortly after George Read was born in Cecil County, 
Maryland, his father came over and settled near C1'ris
tiana Bridge, at what we now call " Christiana." He was 
educated at Chester and at New London. There was at 
that time an Academy at New London d the first 
rank under the charge of Doctor Allison, afterwards 
connected with the University of Pennsylvania. He 
studied law with John Moland, in Philadelphia, who 
was a distinguished member of the bar of that city, 
and was admiti:ed to the bar when 11Jneteen years of 
age. 

He was entitled by law to two shares of his father's 
estate; but he took the ground that his fath.er had spent 
on him all that he was entitled to receive in giving him 
his education, and so he surrendered the two shares 
which the law gave him to his brothers and sisters, and 
refused to take anything himself. 

He settled in New Castle in J 754. He married, in 
J763, Miss Gertrude Ross, daughter of Reverend George 
Ross, Rector of Immanuel Episcopal Church at New 
Castle. Although a believer in the maxim that men who 
are ambitious of reaching the acme of their ambitions 
should never marry, he did marry. It was somewhat 
like the case of a man's preaching one thing and practic
ing ariJther. George Read's wife, Gertrude Ross, was 
also a sister of George Ross, one of the signers of the 
Declaration of Independence from Pennsylvania. 

He succeeded John Ross as Attorney-General in 
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17 63, and was really the first Attorney-General appointed 
to serve Delaware alone in the capacity of a prosecuting 
attorney. Before t' at the Attorney-Generals from Penn
sylvania had n ercly visited the Courts here, and Read 
was the first one to serve Delaware 'alone. 

In l 7 65 he held an office under the Crown, but es
poused the American cause: He was elected a member 
of the General Assembly in 17 65, and was a member 
continuously for twelve years. 

You will observe how these three men, Rodney, 
McKean and Read, for a period of twenty years seemed 
to stay side by side, and wherever you would find one, 
there the others were. The people, during all that time, 
seemed to look to these three men as the men best fitted 
to exercise the most important public functions. 

In 1774 Read was sent as a representative, with 
Rodney and McKean, to the first C :::gress, and continued 
a member until the close of the war in 1783, covering a 
period of nine years. One after another he served in 
these positions : He was one of the Representatives in 
the Continental Congress from Delaware; he shouldered 
a musket as a private in the militia in 1775, and was also 
enrolled in Richard McWilliam's Company of Foot in 
1757; he was President of the Convention that formed 
the first Constitution for t.lie State in 177 6. 

The first President of Delaware was John McKinly. 
McKiPJy is a name that we are familiar with at this fane, 
but it is William now and not John. John McKinly was 
a doctor of medicine and a distinguished man in that day. 
After the Battle of Brandywine, the British swooped 
down on WilwJngton and got possession there. They 
took Governor McKinly prisoner and put him on a boat 
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and held him in the Delaware River for several months. 
At that fone Read was Speaker of the Assembly, and by 
virtue of that office, became President of the State. On 
the locking up of President McKinly, it devolved on 
Read to take command, and he proceeded to do so. 

He was in Philadelphia at the time, and the shores 
of the Delaware River from Philadelphia down past 
Chester and on to Wilmington were largely in control of 
the British forces. It was deemed important for hi.Ill to 
come down Lr1to Delaware and take command, so he 
struck out through New Jersey, coming down on that 
side of the Delaware River, going to Salem and going 
across from Salem in a boat. There were several British 
gun boats Lr1 the Delaware at that time and he came very 
near being taken prisoner in coming across; but finally 
landed on the Delaware side wi'h his family, went to 
Dover, and during the time that Jol:,..n lvicKinly was held 
a prisoaer on the British boat in the Delaware, Read 
acted as Governor. 

He served as member of the General Assembly from 
l 7 6 7 to l 779, a period of twelve years. In l 782 was 
appoin.ted Judge of the United States Court of App.:als 
in Admiralty, which position he held until the abolition of 
the Court. 

In 1787 he was a member of the Convention that 
framed the Constitution of the United States. In l 789 
he was elected the first United States Senator from Dela
ware. He resigned his seat in the Senate to become 
Chief Justice in 1793, and served until his death in 1798. 

Governor Joshua Clayton, (who was Governor of 
Delaware when the Constitution of l 792 went into force), 
wrote to Read, who was United States Senatqr from 
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Delaware, asking hin1 to accept the place of his choice in 
the judiciary system under the new Constitution of the 
State. He chose, after some hesitation, the position of 
Chief Justice, which he filled acceptably t.mtil his death. 

He died at New Castle, September 21, 1789, in the 
sb..'iy-fourth year of his age, after a most eventful life, 
which was spent largely in the public service, and was 
buried there in the grave-yard of the Immanuel Episcopal 
Church. 

He must have been a man of means, always living 
in muc..h style. The Read house, which was his home 
for years, and in which he entertained very handsomely 
all the prominent men of his day, was burned down in 
the fire of 1824. There is now in New Castle, a large 
house the Read house, but that house was built by George 
Read, Junior, the son of George Read, the signer; and it 
is said that he had the misfortune of investing so much 
money in it that it seriously embarrassed him. The 
house, however, must not be confused with the residence 
of George Read, the signer. 

THOMAS McKEAN. 

Thomas McKean was of Irish parentage, and was 
born at New London, Chester County, Pennsylvania, in 
1734. He was principally educated there in the Academy 
that was presided over, as I have suggested, by Doctor 
Allison. 

Of these three men, only Caesar Rodney was born 
in the State and of English parentage. George Read, 
being of Irish parentage was born just across the border 
in Cecil County, Maryland. 

McKea.... too, like Read, 'was admitted to practice 
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before he was twenty-one, having studied law with David 
Finney, Esquire, of New Castle. He was early appointed 
Deputy Attorney-Genera!. In J 757 and J 758 he was 
Clerk of the Assembly. 

In J 752, he was appointed with Caesar Rodney to 
revise and print the laws then in existence in this 
Province. In J 762 he was elected member of the General 
Assembly, and this was repeated uninterrupedly for seven
teen years, or to J 779. 

Think of it for a moment, that one man should be 
held in such respect and estem by his constitutents as to 
be elected year after year for seventeen years as a member 
of the General Assembly of the State, all through the 
trying times of the Revolution. This was done after 
repeated declinations on his part. From J773 to J779, 
he had really lived in Philadelphia and not in Delaware; 
and after he had positively declined to allow the use of 
his name after his term of seventeen years, the people 
suggested to him that if he could not serve he had better 
name who should serve, which he did and they elected 
the men whom he suggested. 

He was one of the members of the Committee of the 
Loan Office for three terms of four years each. 

In J 7 65 he was appointed sole Notary Public for the 
three counties, and to that was added Justice of the 
Peace, and Justice of the Court of Common Pleas and 
Quarter Sessions and Orphans' Court for the County of 
New Castle; so that he seems to have had quite an 
accumulation of offices, 

There had come across the water an edict that only 
stamped paper was to be used in the Courts of the 
Colonies, but he was bold enough to tell the authorities 
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that he would use unstamped paper when he chose to do 
so-and he did. He took this stand in the Common 
Pleas Court, in November, J765. 

McKean had been licensed to practice law in Dela
ware and Pennsylvania prior to l 766- although v,:ry 
young- and afterwards in New Jersey. In l 77 l he was 
appointed Collector of Customs at New Castle. New 
Castle was his general home, although he owned land 
about Christiana Bridge, where he spent considerable 
time. 

In l 774 he was a member of the first Congress, from 
Delaware, although living in Philadelphia, and continued 
a member until l 783, a period of nine years; and he was 
the oruy member of Congress who took his seat in the 
first Congress and remained a member until the close of the 
war. \V!,ile serving Delaware as a member of Congress, 
he was acting for six years, from l 777, as Chief Justice 
of Pennsylvania. And during one year (l78l), he acted 
in the three-fold capacity of Member of Congress from 
Delaware, President of Congress and Chief Justice of 
Pennsylvania. 

If it would be possible ever to combine in any one 
public character more offices than that at one time, I am 
unable to appreciate it. 

In !776 he was in the New Jersey campaign with 
Washln21:on as Colonel of the Philadelphia Associators. 
While there he was elected a memher ;£ the Convention 
to form the first Constitution of Delaware. He came to 
this Convention in August, l 77 6. Years afterwards, 
writing in regard to it, he said that in a tavern on the 
night preceding the meeting of the Convention, he drafted 
the Constitution itself which was adopted substa.11tially 
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by the Convention, and that he drafted it without the aid 
of any book, sitting alone in a room of the tavern. He 
was then on his way from the New Jersey campaign to 
the Convention, whicht I think, met at New Castle. In 
drafting this Constitution ( which was afterwards ado1'ted 
by the Convention as the first Constitution of Delaware) 
somebody suggested that he had a bottle of ink (and a 
bottle of something else), a quill and a sand-box; and that 
was all. 

McKean served as Chief Justice of Pennsylvania for 
twenty-two years-from 1777 to 1799. He was elected 
Governor of that State and was twice re-elected, serving 
nine years altogether. 

He retired from public life in 1808. He died in 1817, 
in Philadelphia, and was buried in Christ's Church-yard 
in Philadelphia, dying in his 87th year. 

McKean is described as tallt erect and dignified, his 
face expressive of ability, courage and fortitude. 

His first wife was a Miss Borden of New Jerseyt by 
whic!-: ::i.arriage there were six children· His second 
wife w , . .:: Miss Armitage of New Castle, and by this mar
riage there were eleven children. 

You can appreciate that a man who was as long and 
as continously i.n public· life as was this man, made many 
bitter e:1emies; a~d especially during the time that he was 
Governor of Pennsylvaniat he seems to have had t.l,.e 
faculty of stirring up a great deal of opposition ; so that 
many severe and cutting things were said about him. I 
presume the politicians of those days were about as ugly 
in th,;;:r remarks as they are to-day. But Thomas 
lV:;:cZean was able to hold his own. Here is his picture; 
and it is evident that a man having the characteristics as 
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shown in that face, was perfectly able to hold his own 
under all circumstances, as he did. 

Here is a picture of George Read, the signer---a 
milder and gentler sort of man, evidently ; a delightful 
face or visage No wonder the people loved and honorrd 
him. 

H in this brief and imperfect sketch of these three 
men, I have been able to interest you, and if in the con
sideration of their lives we shall all conclude that we 

- have some characters in Delaware history of which we 
may be all proud, I shall feel amply repaid for any exer
tion made on my own part. 

------
L.. • 

j 
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HOW TO BE A GOOD RADIO ACTOR 

The play in this book has actualJy been produced on the radio. Possi
bly you have listened to this one when you tuned in at home. The 
persons whose voices you heard as you listened, looked just as they did 
when they left their homes to go to the studio, although they were 
t aking the parts of men and women who lived long ago ;md who wore 
costumes very different from the ones we wear today. 

The persons whose voices you heard stood close together around the 
microphone, each one reading from a copy of the play in his hand. 
Since they could not be seen, they did not act parts as in other plays, 
but tried to make their voices· show how they felt. 

\'v'"hen you give these plays you will not need costumes and you will 
not need scenery, although you ca.n easily arrange a broadcasting studio 
if you wish. You will not need to memorize your parts; in fact, it 
will not be like a real radio broadcast if you do so, and, furthermore, 
you wilt not want to, since you will each have a copy of the book in 
your hands. All you will need to do is to remember that you arc taking 
the part of a radio actor, that you are to read your speeches very dis
tinctly, and that by your voice you will make your audience under
stand how you feel. In this way you will have the fun of living 
through some of the great moments of history. 

HOW TO FOLLOW DIRECTIONS IN THE PLAY 

There are some directions in this play which may be new to you, but 
these are necessary, for you are now in a radio broadcasting studio, 
t alking in front of a microphone. The word [in] means that the 
character is standing close to the microphone, while [off] indicates that 
he is farther away, so that his voice sounds faint. \'<lhen the directions 
[ off, ,·oming in] are given, the person speaking is away from the micro
phone at first but gradually comes closer. The words [mob] or [ crowd 
noise] you will understand mean the sound of many people talking in 
the distance. 

Both the English and the dialect used help make the characters live, 
so the speeches have been written in the way in which these men and 
women would talk. This means that sometimes the character may use 
what seems to you unusual English. The punctuation helps, too, to 
make the speeches sound like real conversation; for example, you will 
find that a dash is often used to show that a character is talking very 
excitedly. 

CAESAR RODNEY'S RIDE 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN 

JOHN HANCOCK 

JOHN RUTLEDGE 

THOMAS MCKEEN 

CAST 

URIAH CLARKE 

CAESAR RODNEY 

PRUDENCE RODNEY 

TOM 

VOICES 

ANNOUNCER 

On July 1, 1776, the Continental Congress of the Ameri
can Colonies faced one of the most important crises this 
country has ever passed through. Upon what happened 
that night depended the fate of the resolution. before Con
gress which declared that: "These United Colonies are, 
and of right ought to be, free and independent States, that 
they are absolved from all allegiance to the British Crown., 
and that ~11 political connection between them and the 
State of Great Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved." 
This w:as known as the Lee Resolution, the fate of which 
was to be decided by one of the most famous rides in his
tory - Caesar Rodney's ride. 

Let us begin our story on the morning of July 1, 1776, in 
the Continental Congress at Philadelphia. For nearly 
three hours the Lee Resolution has been the subject of furi
ous debate. The members are all excited, anxious, over
wrought. The debate has become bitter, for some of the 
members a1·e unalterably opposed to independence. It is 
about noon when Dr. Franklin rises to address the Chair: 

[1] 



FRANKLIN 

Mr. President-

HANCOCK 

Dr. Franklin. 

FRANKLIN 

I have sat uneasily, sir, during the furious debate, hoping 
that the storm would subside, and the bright sun of reason 
would shine upon us through the parting clouds. But, sir, 
I am fearful thar. the storm is gathering with new fury, 
and that we may be blown too far from our course to steer 
safely into harbor. Perhaps, sir, we should end this debate 
which seems to bid fair to wreck our unity. I move you, 
sir, that we lay the Lee Resolution on the table. 

ALL 

No, no, bring it to a vote! 
Yes, lay it on the table! 
Let's vote on it now! 
Have it over with! [etc.] 

HANCOCK [sound of gavel] 

Order! Order! Do I hear a second to Dr. Franklin's mo
tion? 

VOICE 

Second! 

HANCOCK 

You have heard the motion - are there any remarks? 

RUTLEDGE 

Mr. President -

HANCOCK 

Mr. Rutledge of South Carolina. 

RUTLEDGE 

I believe, sir, with Dr. Franklin, that the debate has lasted 
too long; but, sir, I am hopeful that with only a little more 

[2] 

delay we may secure unanimous action on the most im
portant question which has ever been before this body. 
With Dr. Franklin's permission, I suggest an amendment, 
sir, that the resolution be laid upon the table until tomor
row mornmg. [ murmurs and comments] 

HANCOCK 

Does Dr. Franklin accept the amendment? 

FRANKLIN 

Mr. President, I have only one desire in this matter, and 
that is to see this body united and of one mind. If in the 
peace of a quiet July afternoon and the tranquillity of a 
night's rest we can find that bond which will unite us and 
hold us together, I say, yes -I accept Mr. Rutledge's 
amendment. Let us vote upon the Lee Resolution tomor
row morning. 

VOICE 

But the first thing tomorrow morning! 

FRANKLIN 

Yes - the first thing tomorrow morning. [murmurs of 
assent] 

HANCOCK [sound of gavel] 
You have heard the motion. Are there any further re
marks? 

ALL 

Question! Question! Question! 

HANCOCK 

Those favoring? 

ALL 

Aye-aye-aye-

HANCOCK 

Contrary minded? - Carried! [sound of gavel] 
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RUTLEDGE 

And now, sir, I move we adjourn until nine o'clock tomor
row morning. 

VOICE 

Secoiid! 

HANCOCK 

Before putting Mr. Rutledge's motion to adjourn, I wish 
to caution all the members to the greatest secrecy. What
ever the outcome of our deliberation, we can only cause 
harm to ourselves and to our country by divulging what 
has been done here. The motion to adjourn is before the 
Congress. Those favoring? 

ALL 

Aye-aye-aye-

HANCOCK 

Contrary minded? -Carried! [sound of gavel] Con
gress is adjourned until nine o'clock tomorrow morning. 

ALL [confusion and noise] 
It can't be done! 
It's useless! 
We can never get them to vote with us! 
We must be united! 
We can never unite on independence! 
We must bring this thing about! 
Will you join me? 
We have no po~~r to vote. [etc.] 

FRANKLIN 

Oh, Mr. Rutledge -

RUTLEDGE [off] 
Yes, Dr. Franklin? 

FRANKLIN 

Please - may I speak to you? 

[4] 

RUTLEDGE [ coming in] 
Of course, Doctor -what is it? 

FRANKLIN 

Sit down here, my boy. 

RUTLEDGE 

Thank you. 

FRANKLIN 

Do you think you can swing the South Carolina delega
tion for independence? 

RUTLEDGE 

I don't know, Dr. Franklin, but I've invited them to my 
lodging to dine with me and talk over the question. 

FRANKLIN 

Good, good! Often an excellent meal and a taste of fine 
wine carry more conviction than hours of argument. As 
I see it now, we must swing South Carolina, Pennsylvania, 
and Delaware into line before tomorrow morning. 

RUTLEDGE 

Count on me for South Carolina. 

FRANKLIN 

And I'll take care of Pennsylvania. I think I'll try your 
strategy- I'll invite the delegation to dinner. 

RUTLEDGE 

Then that leaves Delaware. 

FRANKLIN 

I wonder if McKeen of Delaware, who favors independ
ence -

RUTLEDGE 

Yes, I know. 
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FRANKLIN [going on] 
- can't swing Dr. Reed in the same way. 

RUTLEDGE 

Perhaps. 

FRANKLIN 

Oh, there's McKeen now. Call him over here- will you, 
Rutledge? 

RUTLEDGE 

Of course. [calling] Oh, Mr. McKeen! Mr. McKeen! 

MCKEEN [off] 

Yes? 

RUTLEDGE 

Come over here a moment - will you, please? 

MCKEEN 

Why, certainly. [coming in] Well, Dr. Franklin, we 
had a stormy session this morning. 

FRANKLIN 

All that will be forgotten -

MCKEEN 

In victory. 

FRANKLIN 

If only we can make our victory complete. 

MCKEEN 

True. 

FRANKLIN 

What chance is there for Delaware to join us? 

MCKEEN 

None, I'm afraid. Dr. Reed and I are the only delegates 
here - and he is as unalterably opposed to independence 
as I am in favor of it. The vote of Delaware won't count. 
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FRANKLIN 

What about getting another favoring delegate here by to
morrow? Could you do that? 

MCKEEN 

Well, Doctor, I'm afraid it's out of the question. Caesar 
Rodney favors the resolution, I know, but he's at home in 
Dover, Delaware. 

FRANKLIN 

Send a postrider for him! 

MCKEEN 

It's eighty miles. 

FRANKLIN 

Well, that's not impossible. We have until nine o'clock 
tomorrow morning-it's now-let's see - just a little 
after twelve - that's nearly twenty-one hours. 

MCKEEN 

But Rodney' was very ill when he went home last week. 

FRANKLIN 

Perhaps he's better by now. \'v'rite him a letter - send it 
by the postrider - urge upon him the enormous impor
tance of his getting here by tomorrow morning. 

MCKEEN 

Well, I can try it. 

FRANKLIN 

Do, Mi-. McKeen, for we must have unanimous action on 
this question! We must hang together on this, or we'l1 all 
hang separately! 

MCKEEN 

All right, sir, I'll go to the postrider's at once! Good day. 

FRANKLIN 

Good day. And let us pray that Rodney gets here! 
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ANNOUNCER. 
So Mc:K.een hurried to the postrider's stable. Now the 
postrider was to the people of Revolutionary days what 
the telegraph or the telephone is to us today. He carried 
messages at a very rapid rate, for those days, by changing 
horses every ten or :fifteen miles. 

As McKeen came up to the post stable, he saw the stable
man sitting on a bench, hard at work cleaning a saddle. 

MCKEEN 

Good day, sir. 

URIAH 

Day to ye. 

MCKEEN 

I want a postrider. 

URIAH 

Wal', postriders are all out, sir. 

MCKEEN 

Oh, too bad! When do you expect one back? 

URIAH 

Dunno fer certain. Mebbe three or four hours - mebbe 
longer. 

MCKEEN 

But look here - I can't wait that long-I want one right 
away! 

URIAH 

I'm right sorry, sir, but thar ain't nawthin' I kin do about 
et. Come back this evenin' and I kin hev a man fer ye, 
but not before. 

MCKEEN 

But, look here, my man -

[8] 
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tJRIAH 

My name's Uriah Clarke - at yer service. 

MCKEEN 

All right, Mr. Clarke, I've got to have a postrider to carry 
a very important message to Dover, Delaware, to get a 
man back here from Dover by nine o'clock tomorrow 
mornmg. 

URIAH 

Dover, Delaware, and back? 

MCKEEN 

Yes, by nine tomorrow morning! 

URIAH 

Why, sir, it's nigh onto eighty mile to Delaware. 

MCKEEN 

I know it. 

URIAH 

Eighty mile thar and eighty mile back-why, pshaw, 
sir, we couldn't 4o thet under a whole day - even ef we 
hed a rider to send out right now - which we ain't. 

MCKEEN 

Twenty-fiv,e pounds if you'll do it! 

URIAH 

But how kin we? Ain't I jest told ye we ain't got no 
riders? 

MCKEEN 

Why can't you go? 

URIAH 

Law, sir, I ain't rode a trip like thet fer years. It 'ud more 
than likely kill me. 

MCKEEN 

Fifty pounds if you'll do it! 
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URIAH 

No, sir! 

MCKEEN 

Name your own sum. 

URIAH 

Ye couldn't pay me, sir - not fer thet ride. I know thet 
road like a book- bad, slow, hard on hoss flesh when ye 
take it easy. I'd stave up half my hosses - not to men
tion myself, sir, and I hev a mind fer myself, too. 

MCKEEN 

Change riders- change your horses oftener - but make 
it you must! 

URIAH 

Not ef 'twas a matter of life and death, sir. 

MCKEEN 

It's more than that! 

URIAH 

Eh? What? What ye talkin' about? 

MCKEEN 

It's a matter of life and death for a nation - our country! 

URIAH 

Is et some thin' to do with Congress, sir? 

MCKEEN 

It is. 

URIAH 

Wal\ sir, I'm a Son of Liberty, and et's my sworn duty to 
go whar I'm wanted fer liberty, and ef thet's et -

MCKEEN 

It is. 

t 
I 
~ 

URIAH 

Then I'll go. 

MCKEEN 

I'll pay your price. 

URIAH 

Thar won't be no price! I'll git yer man to Philadelphia 
tomorrow mornin' ef I hev to carry him myself. Who's 
yer man? 

MCKEEN 

Caesar Rodney of Dover, Delaware. Here's a letter for 
him. 

URIAH 

Caesar Rodney - I'll fetch him! 

Good! 

Hey, Jim! 
fade out] 

. 

MCKEEN 

URIAH [going] 

Throw a saddle on thet bay mare! 

ANNOUNCER 

[orders 

For our next scene let us look in at the home of Caesar 
Rodney in Dover, Delaware. It is nearly eight o'clock on 
the evening of July 1, 1776. Rodney, pale and drawn, 
with the languid air of a man but recently out of a sick 
bed, is sitting in an easy chair. Mrs. Rodney is hovering 
over him with a protecting anxiety -

PRUDENCE 

You're sure you feel strong enough to sit up, Caesar? 

RODNEY 

Yes, yes, Prud~nce, I'm all right, I tell you. 
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PRUDENCE 

You're sure you're not in any pain? 

RODNEY 

No, no, dear, I'm all right- just weak, that's all. 

PRUDENCE 

Now, Caesar, you just mustn't overtax your strength
remember this is only the second day you've been out of 
bed. 

Yes, dear. 

PRUDENCE 

And the physician said you mustn't overdo. 

RODNEY 

All right, dear. I wonder wha;t's happening in Philadel
phia. 

PRUDENCE 

You must get your mind off Congress. You mustn't 
worry. 

RODNEY 

I know, but - what date's today? 

PRUDENCE 

July first -why? 

RODNEY 

July first. Why, today the Lee Resolution was to come 
up for final action! Oh, I'm sorry I wasn't there! • 

PRUDENCE 

What's the Lee Resolution? 

RODNEY 

It's the most important motion that's come before the 
Continental Congress in the two years Congress has been 
sitting. 

[12] 
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PRUDENCE 
What's it about? 

RODNEY 

Independence. 

PRUDENCE 

You mean to say they're even co~sidering such a thing? 

RODNEY 

Of course. It's the only thing left for us. We've got to 
declare our independence. 

PRUDENCE 

Well, I'm mighty glad you weren't there today to vote 
for it. 

RODNEY 

Why? 

PRUDENCE 

You'd just have put a rope around your neck. 

RODNEY 

My dear, I've done that long ago. [knocking] See who's 
at the door, dear. 

PRUQENCE 

All right. ' [knocking] Yes, yes, I'm coming. [door 
opens] 

URIAH [off] 
Does Caesar Rodney dwell here? 

PRUDENCE 

Yes, what's wanted? 

URIAH 

Kin I see him, ma'm? 

PRUDENCE 

He's just out of a sick bed and not very strong. 
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URIAH 

Et's very important, ma'm. 

RODNEY [calling] 
Ask him to come in, Prudence. 

PRUDENCE 

Well, just a minute - and don't excite him. Right in this 
way. 

URIAH 
Be ye Caesar Rodney? 

RODNEY 

Yes. 

URIAH 

• Here's a letter fer ye. 

RODNEY 

A letter - where from? 

URIAH 

Philadelphia. I fetched et all the way since noon today. 

RODNEY 

Indeed! [sound of tearing paper] 

PRUDENCE 

Now, Caesar, do you think you ought to read that? 

RODNEY 

Why not? 

PRUDENCE 

It might be something exciting - something you oug_htn't 
to read-it might upset you - let me read it .first! 

RODNEY 

Oh, nonsense! [rattle of paper] 
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PRUDENCE 

I do wish people could leave a sick man alone - always 
bothering you! 

RODNEY 

Quiet! What's· this - what's this? They haven't voted 
on the Lee Resolution yet! They need me! Prudence, my 
riding boots! 

PRUDENCE 

Your riding boots! Have you gone crazy, Caesar? 

RODNEY 

Don't stand ~nd argue! Please get my boots - there isn't 
a moment to lose! I've got to be in Philadelphia before 
nine o'clock tomorrow morning! 

PRUDENCE 

You can't go! It'll kill you! 

RODNEY 

Where's my riding coat? Hurry up - get my boots! 

PRUDENCE 

You shan't go - I won't let you! 

RODNEY 

I've got to go - I'm needed. If you won't get the boots, 
I will! 

PRUDENCE 

Oh, please, sir, whoever you are -

URIAH 

I'm Uriah Clarke, ma'm - at yer service. 

PRUDENCE 

Please, please, don't let him go! He can't stand it - he's 
too weak. He's been terribly ill- the physician told him 
he must rest - he could never stand a trip like that! 
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URIAH 

But, ma'm, he's got to git thar. And I give my word thet 
I'd hev him thar tomorrow mornin'. 

PRUDENCE 

Your word - what's your word to a man's life! 

URIAH 

What's a man's life to the life of his country! 

RODNEY [ coming in] 
All right, I'm ready- let's start! • 

PRUDENCE 

Caesar! 
RODNEY 

Good-bye, Prudence. 

PRUDENCE 

If I can't persuade you to give up this mad -

RODNEY 

You can't, my dear -

PRUDENCE 

Good-bye, and God be with you. [door opens] 

URIAH 

Here ye be, sir - this is yer hoss. 

RODNEY 

You'll have to give me a hand up -I'm a little weak. 

URIAH 

All right, sir. [sound of mounting horses] Ready? 

RODNEY 

Ready! 
URIAH 

Then we're off. [horses' hoofs, Prude.nc~'s fading f
1Good

bye, good-bye!"] 
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ANNOUNCER 

And so out into the July night rode Caesar Rodney and 
the postrider, bound for Philadelphia eighty miles away
an hour-two hours-past the first remount station -
it is nearing eleven o'clock. [sound of horses' hoofs and 
thunder] 

RODNEY 

Is that thunder? 

URIAH 

Cal'ate thet's what 'tis. 

RODNEY 

I hope it doesn't rain. 

URIAH 

'Twon't help us none ef et does. 

RODNEY 

I don't see how we can ever make it if it starts raining. 

URIAH 

We got to make et - rain or no rain. I give my word of 
honor to Mr. McKeen. Git along, boy-· tch - tch. 

RODNEY 

It's sprinkling. 

URIAH 

I felt et. [another peal of thunder closer] [sound of rain 
and wind] 

RODNEY 

I guess it's on us. 

URIAH 

Here - draw up yer boss! 

RODNEY 

What for? 
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URIAH 

Never mind - do what I say! Whoa, boy, whoa! Here, 
put on my greatcoat! 

RODNEY 

Oh, no, no! 

URIAH 

Ye need et. Do as I say. Ye been ill, and I ain't a-goin' 
to hev ye catchin' yer death o' cold-here ye be - now 
put et on. 

RODNEY [giving in] 
But - but what will you do - Uriah? 

URIAH 

I'm rugged -I don't need et. [exchanginx coat] 

RODNEY 

Really, you oughtn't to do this. 

URIAH 

I'm a-doin' et - thar ye be! [ another clap of thunder 
and storm noises] She's a-comin' down now! Come on, 
follow me! Giddap, boy! 

RODNEY 

Giddap! [sound of horse.f' hoofs] 

ANNOUNCER 

And on into the storm they rode. Another hour - an
other change of horses. It is after midnight and they come 
upon a stretch of good road -

URIAH 

Here we be on the turnpike. 

RODNEY 

Is that as far as we've got? 
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URIAH 

It's nigh onto thirty mile. 

RODNEY 

But we've got fifty miles more! Can we make it? 

URIAH 

\Ve got to make et. How ye f eelin'? 

RODNEY 

I guess I'll - hold out. 

URIAH 

Then let's step along a mite and make up some of thet time 
we lost in the storm. 

RODNEY 

AH right. T ch - tch - come along. 

URIAH 

Giddap, boy! [beat of horses' hoofs increases] [to him
self] Fi£ ty mile. We got to make et, boy - we got t,o 
make et - come on - tch - tch - come on - and don t 
ye make a misstep. 

RODNEY [off a bit] 
Oh-whoa! Ow! [thud of falling body, a groan] 

Whoa, boy! Hey! 
pened? 

URJAH 

What's the matter? \What's hap-

RODNEY [off] 
Quick! Catch the horse- I'm off. 

URIAH 

Hey! Whoa, thar - whoa, thar -stand still thar, boy! 
Thar-I got ye! [calling] Where are ye, Mr. Rodney? 
What happened? Be ye hurt? 

RODNEY 

No- I- I guess I'm all right. 
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URIAH 
How~d he throw ye? 

RODNEY [in] 
I don't know - the saddle slipped -· then it cattle clear off 
and I came with it. 

URIAH 

Here - hold the hosses, will ye - let me see thet saddle! 
Ah-ha! -Girth broken! 

RODNEY 

Can you fix it? 

URIAH 

Ain't got time. 

RODNEY 

I'm afraid I can't - can't keep a seat bareback. 

URIAH 

Here-you climb on my hoss- I'll take your'n. 

RODNEY 
But-

URIAH 

Not another word-climb aboard, thar. [ sound of getting 
Rodney on horse] All right, boy, stand still. Thar we be I 
Go along with ye! 

BOTH 

Tch- tch- giddap! [sound of horses' hoofs] 

ANNOUNCER 

And now five miles farther into the next remount station. 
Rodney and Uriah clatter up to the stable and find the 
stable closed, with everything dark. 
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URIAH 

Whoa, boy! Hm ~ cal'ate they've all gone to bed. Wal', 
we'll fetch 'em out. • Hold the hosses a minute! 

RODNEY 

All right. 

URIAH 

I'll git thet lazy stableman out! Here's where he lives. 
Heyl Wake up! [knocking] 
Wake up- come on out here. [knocking] Come .on -
we want a pair of bosses - wake up thar, 

TOM [off] 
Hey-what's goin' on out there? What do ye want? 

URIAH 

We want some hosses -. come on out. [ door opens] 

TOM 

Who .i,s et? 

URIAH 

Et's Uriah Clarke of Philadelphia. 

TOM 

Oh, hello, Uri.ah. Kinda late fer ye to be out, ain't et? 

URIAH 

Oh, hello, Tom. I'm in a big hurry - come on - saddle 
me a couple of yer best hosses! 

TOM 

Pshaw now, I'm right put out. 

URIAH 

Eh? What the trouble? 

TOM 

I let my last hoss go not two hour ago. 
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URIAH 

Yer last boss? 

TOM 

Yes, sir - my last fresh one. 

URIAH 

Wal', we've got to have two bosses. Give us what ye got. 

TOM 

There's nothin' in the stable but two hosses thet come in 
so tuckered out they couldn't hardly eat their corn - ye'Il 
hev to go on with the hosses ye got-less'n ye want to 
wait until mornin'. 

URIAH 

We got to be in Philadelphia by mornin'. 

TOM 

Philadelphia? Ye'll never make et. 

URIAH 

We got to - I give my word. If ye can't give me a boss, 
let me hev a saddle. \Ve broke a saddle girth. 

TOM 

All right, Uriah - I'll git ye a saddle! Come on - but 
ye'll never make Philadelphia by mornin'! Not with the 
roads the way they be! 

URIAH 

\Ve got to make ct. 

TOM 

Here - git this door open! [sound of opening door] 
There's a saddle fer ye. 

URIAH 

Come on - give me a hand- git et on this hoss! [sound 
of putting saddle on] 
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TOM 

There ye be! 

URIAH 

All right, Mr. Rodney. Let me give ye a hand up. How 
ye feelin'? 

RODNEY 

I guess - I'll make it. 

URTAH 

Thar! Good-bye, Tom. 

TOM 

Good-bye -good luck. 

URIAH 

Tch- tch- giddap! [sound of horses' hoofs] 

TOM [ off - fading] 
I'll bet ye a new hat ye don't make Philadelphia! 

URIAH [yelling back] 
I'll bet ye a hat and a new pair o' boots - come on, boy! 
[sound of horses' hoofs] 

ANNOUNCER 

And now two hours later Rodney is riding ahead when his 
horse stops suddenly-· 

URIAH [calling] 
What's the matter? 

RODNEY 

Listen- [sound of rushing water] 

URIAH 

Pshaw now! Thet brook's kinda doin' business, ain't et? 

RODNEY 

The storm has turned it into a torrent. 
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URIAH 

Wal', we got to git across! 

RODNEY 
How? 

UR1AH 

Let the bosses swim! 

RODNEY 
All right. 

URIAH 

You drive jn fu'st! I'll be right behind ye. 

RODNEY 

T ch - tch - giddap! 

URIAH 

Lean way over his neck-give him hii! head! 

RODNEY 

Tch-tch- get in there, boy! Go on! 

URIAH 

What's the matter? Is he skittish of the water,? 

RODNEY 

Get in there - go on! He won't. go in, Uriah. 

URIAH 

Here - let me hev the reins. I'll lead him in with my 
hoss. • • 

RODNEY 

Here you are. 

URIAH 

Come on, boy - come on in - 'tain't goin' ter hurt ye! 
Come on - giddap! [sound of splashing water- roar of 
stream rises] 
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t,JRIAH 

Go on- swim fer et! Go et, boy! Hold on tight, Mr. 
Rodney! Go et, boy-· go etl [sound of water recedes 
a little -we hear horses' hoofs on solid ground] 

URIAH 

Wal'! Thar we be! Made et slicker'n a greased griddle! 
You all right, Mr. Rodney? 

RODNEY 
rm still here. 

URIAH 

Mite wet? 

RODNEY 

I've been dryer. 

URIAH 

All right, take yer reins - we'll ride fast to keep warm. 
You ready? 

RODNEY 

All ready. 

URIAH 

Tch-tch-giddap! Come on, boyl 

ANNOUNCER 

And now two hours later just as the first streaks ot dawn 
begin to brighten the eastern sky our two riders are push
ing their horses over a piece of rough, stony road, Sud
denly Uriah pulls up his horse-

URIAH 

Whoa, thar, boy! Ah, you've done et now! 

RODNEY [ off a little] 
Whoa! What's happened now, Uriah? 
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URIAH 

Wal', blamed ef I didn't think thet everything had hap
pened to us thet could happen! 

RODNEY [ coming in] 
What's wrong now? Why are you dismounting? 

URIAH 

This blamed hoss has pulled up lame. 

RODNEY 

Oh, too bad! 

URIAH 

Mcbbe he's jest got a stone in his shoe - I'll take a look! 
Here, boy - lift up yer foot! Come on - let me look 
at et! Thar! No, 'tain't a stone. 

RODNEY 

Can't he carry you any farther? 

URIAH 

No. He can't hardly hobble. I cal'ate ye better go on 
without me, Mr. Rodney, while I lead this hoss into the 
next remount station. 

RODNEY 

I - I'm a little afraid to try it alone. 

URIAH 

Oh, ye kin make et all right - the bosses know the road. 

RODNEY 

I know - the horses can make it- but I don't know that 
I can. 

URIAH 

Gittin' wore out? 

RODNEY 

I'm afraid so. 
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URIAH 

Wal', ye got to git to Philadelphia - I give my word. 

RODNEY 

All right - I'll go on - I'll try to make it. 

URJAH 

Look here- et's six or seven mile to the next remount 
station - I tell ye what I'll do - I'll tie this lame hoss 
here - and thet boss of your'n will hev to carry double 
thet far! 

RODNEY 

I guess that's the best thing. 

URIAH 

Let me hev thet stirrup -

RODNEY 
You all ready? 

URIAH 

Let him go. 

RODNEY 

Tch- tch- giddap! [sound of horses' hoofs] 

ANNOUNCER 

And now let us leave the two riders and their heroic effort 
against enormous odds to reach Philadelphia in time to 
make the decision for independence unanimous. Our next 
scene is on the steps of the State House, the morning of 
July 2, 1776. The hour for assembling Congress is draw
ing near. Thomas Mc Keen of Delaware is standing on the 
steps anxiously waiting and watching for Caesar Rodney. 
Dr. Franklin rides up in his carriage and steps out. 

MCKEEN 

Good morning, Dr. Franklin. 
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FRANKLIN 

Good morning, good morning, my boy. Has Rodney 
come? 

MCKEEN 

Not yet. I've been waiting for an hour. 

FRANKLIN 

Oh, I hope he gets here. 

MCKEEN 
It is a long, hard ride. 

FRANKLIN 

This morning our action must be unanimous and final! 
One dissenting colony and we'll be defeated! 

MCKEEN 

How is it with Pennsylvania? 

FRANKLIN 

I was able to persuade Dickinson and Morris-we can 
count on Pennsylvania. 

MCKEEN 

You must have given them a good dinner, Doctor. 

FRANKLIN 

And good advice. [chuckles] Oh, here comes Rutledge. 

MCKEEN 

I hope he's convinced his colleagues from So,uth Carolina. 

FRANKLIN 

Good morning, Mr. Rutledge. 

RUTLEDGE 

Good morning, Doctor - good morning, McKeen. 

FRANKLIN 

I trust, Mr. Rutledge, your dinner of last evening was as 
productive of good results as mine. 
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RUTLEDGE 

You can count on South Carolina. 

FRANKLIN 

Great news, sir! 

MCKEEN 

Good! 

RUTLEDGE 

The members are beginning to assemble. 

ALL [growing from one voice to many] 
Good morning. 
How do you do, Doctor? 
Good morning, Mr. McKeen. 
What news this morning? 
Has Rodney come? 
How will Pennsylvania vote, Doctor? 
Good morning, Mr. Hancock. 
Good morning, Dr. Franklin. A fine day, isn~t it? 
How is it with New Hampshire? 
New Hampshire is unanimous, sir. 
Good morning, gentlemen. 
The hour of assembling is nearly here. 
Shall we go in, gentlemen? 
How do you ao, Dr. Franklin? 
Has New York been heard from? 
Can we swing Delaware, Mr. McKeen? 
Well, it's nearly nine o'clock. 
There's no question about it, Mr. Livingston. 

, No, no, I don't believe we can go so far. 
Yes, but we have no alternative. [etc.] [ this thins 01tf 

but does not stop entirely] 

vorcE [calling] 
Come on, gentlemen, we must go in! It's nine o'clock. 
The session will open in a moment. 
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MCKEEN 

Doctor, ask the members to delay-hold them a few min
utes - don't let a quorum assemble. 

FRANKLIN 

Yes, yes! [louder] Gentlemen, just a moment. 

ALL 

Yes, Doctor, what is it? 
What do you want, Dr. Franklin? [etc.] 

FRANKLIN 

Wait - wait a moment - don't go in just yet - come -
do you mind standing here with us - no- perhaps -
Mr. Adams, take several members and go up Market 
Street! 

VOICE 

Yes, certainly, Doctor -why? 

FRANKLIN 

Don't ask me why! \Ve must delay the opening of the 
meeting. Come back in a quarter of an hour! 

VOICE 

Of course, sir. 

FRANKLIN 

And Livingston, keep the members here on the steps m 
conversation - don't let them go in. 

VOICE 

Certainly, Doctor. 

FRANKLIN 

Oh, Jefferson, you are always too prompt! My boy, be 
late this morning - stroll about the Square! Take some 
of your friends with you - sh - don't ask me why - I 
might incriminate myself! It's a beautiful morning for a 
stroll - you need the air, my boy - you need -
[sound of horses' hoofs off, growing louder] 
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MCKEEN 

Oh, Doctor, look! 

FRANKLIN 

Eh? What? 

MCKEEN 

Two horsemen coming up Market Street! 

PRANKLIN 

Is it by any chance -

MCKEEN 

Yes, yes, it's Rodney - Rodney and the postrider -
they're coming! 

FRANKLIN 

Good, good! This is a glorious day! 

ALL 

Here comes Rodney of Delaware! 
Good! That swings Delaware into line! 
It looks like unanimous action! 
Rodney, Rodney - good work! 
[horses' hoofs close, and stop] 

URIAH [ callinx] 

Wal', here we -be, Mr. McKeen. 

MCKEEN 

Good! You're just in time! 

RODNEY 

They haven't voted yet? 

MCKEEN 

No, no, the session is just assembling. Come, dismount! 

RODNEY 

You'll have to give me a hand. 
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URIAH 

Here- I'll help ye. [sound of dismountiftg] 

RODNEY· 

I- I can hardly stand. 

FRANKLIN 

Here, Rodney, take my arm - I seldom have a chance to 
support young and vigorous men now, but I insist on this! 

RODNEY 

Thank you, Doctor. 

FRANKLIN 

Come - let me lead you in a triumphant entry! 

RODNEY 

I'm glad I got here in time. 

FRANKLIN 

My congratulations, Rodney-·you've ridden to a great 
victory! Before another hour is passed a new nation will 
be born! [ members cheer] 

MCKEEN 

Mr. ,Clarke, I want to thank you. I was almost afraid you 
wouldn't get him here ,in time. 

URIAH 

Why, pshaw, Mr. McKeen, I give ye my word, didn't I? 
I had to git him here! 

ANNOUNCER 

And so Rodney, with his mud-spattered clothes, booted 
and spurred as he had ridden, went into the meeting of 
Congress and secured the adherence of Delaware to the Lee 
Resolution. When Congress was called to order and the 
vote taken, every Colony voted for independence, and, as 
New York did not vote at all, there ~as not a dissenting 
voice in the victory! 
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JJ-' I t2f $331 
CAESAR RODNEY 

A Biographical Sketch 

CAES'AR RoDNEY
1

s chief claim to fame in. the popular mind has been his dra
matic overnight ride from his home near Dover to Philadelphia, where he ar
rived on July 2, 1776, in time to break the deadlock in Delaware's representa
tion in the Continental Congress and de.termine the vote of his State for 
independence. To the historian this event is not so important as the fact that 
for almost ten years, that is, during the last ten years of his life, Caesar Rod
ney's career was replete with acts and episodes contributing to Delaware's part 
in the movement for independence both before and after the Declaration of 
Independence was adopted. As speaker of the last Delaware colonial assem
bly; he took a leading part in bringing about the complete separation of the 
Government of the Three Lower Counties from the British Empire and the 
Province of Pennsylvania. On June 15, 1776, the Assembly passed its famous 
resolution effecting the secession, and on' the same day gave its delegates in 
Congress new instructions empowering them to join with the other delegates 
to vote for independence, to form a national government, and to conclude 
i:re;,ities with foreign states. 

As the most active general officer of the Delaware militia before his eleva
·tion to the position of President of the Delaware State in 1778, and as a virtual
'war executive following his election to that office, he was chiefly instrumental
in keeping the State faithful to its commitments and loyal to the cause of free
dom. Upon this work, and upon his services in the Stamp Act Congress in
1765, in the First Continental ·Congress of 1774, and in the Second Continental
Congress of 1775 onward, rests the larger fame to which' Caesar Rodney is
'entitled.

Caesar Rodney was born on October 7, 1728, on his father's farm in the part 
of East Dover Hundred, Kent County, near the Delaware River, which, ever 
since its first settlement by Englishmen, has been called St. Jones Neck. His 
father, Caesar Rodney, was the youngest son of William Rodeney, the immi
grant. His mother, Elizabeth Crawford Rodney, was the eldest daughter of 
Rev. Thomas Crawford, the first Episcopal missionary sent from England to 
Dover, Delaware, and its environs by the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel in Foreign Parts. Reared in a cultured home, she was an accomplished 
woman arid early inculcated in her children a taste for reading. 

Whatever education young Caesar had as a child he doubtless obtained, as 
was usual in those days, from itinerant teachers and from his parents. His fa
ther having died in 1745. when Caesar was in his seventeenth year, Nicholas 
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Ridgely, prothonotary and clerk of the peace for Kent County at the time, was 
appointed his guardian at the first session of the Orphans' Court following the 
father's death. Being the oldest child, Caesar in all probability remained on his 
parents' plantation, assisting his mother in directing its cultivation. No letters, 
however, having been preserved from this period, we must be content with 
mere conjecture. Whether Caesar went to school after his father's demise is 
unknown. 

Rodney entered public life at the age of twenty-seven with a commission as 
high sheriff of Kent County in October 1755. This appointment was renewed 
for the two following years. He served as register of wills for Kent from 1763 
to 1778, as deputy recorder of deeds in 1765, and as recorder from 1766 to 
775. From 1767 through the year 1774 he was also clerk of the Orphans' Court 

and for a year or so, 1770 to 1771, he was clerk of the peace. H e was justice of 
the peace in 1764 and 1766, third justice of the Supreme Court for the Three 
Lower Counties in 1769, second justice in 1773. H e was appointed co-trustee 
with John Vining of the Kent County Loan Office in 1769, sole trustee in 1775 
and 1777, and probably continued in that office until his death. 

The House of Assembly of the colonial government, a unicameral body of 
eighteen delegates, six elected from each county every year in October, met at 
New Castle from 1704 to 1776. In 1758 Rodney was a delegate from Kent for 
the first time. Beginning with 1761, with the exception of the year of 1771, he 
was reelected and served fourteen terms until 1775, the year of the election of 
the last Assembly of the colonial regime, the final session of which was held in 
July 1776. In 1769 he was chosen as speaker of the Assembly. In this year he 
strove unsuccessfully to secure a law prohibiting Lhe irnportati6n of sl~ves into ~ 
Delaware. H e was speaker again in 1773, 1774, 1775, and held that office when 
the Assembly adjourned sine die, to be succeeded by a state legislature consti
tuted in accordance with the first state constitution adopted by the constitu
tional convention in September 1776. 

During the colonial period, in the year 1762, he and Thomas McKean were 
commissioned by the Assembly to collect, revise, and publish the laws of the 
Government of the Three Lower Counties. 

Af ter the organization of The Delaware State, the General Assembly elected 
him, on February 21, 1777, second justice of the State Supreme Court. He de
clined this appointment, but accepted the office of judge of admiralty and was 
so commissioned by John McKinly, the first president of the State, on July 17, 
1777· 

The office of president of the State having become vacant through the cap-
ture of McKinly by the British in September 1777, the General Assembly on 
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March 31, 1778, elected Rodney president for a term of three years, and he 
held that office until his successor, John Dickinson, succeeded him in 178r. 

In 1783 Rodney wat elected to his last state office, as a member of the upper 
house of the General Assembly, then called the Legislative Council and, upon 
its assembling in October 1783, this body made him speaker. 

Rodney's military service began in 1756, when, on the outbreak of the 
French and Indian War, he joined Col. John Vining's regiment of Kent 
County militia and was made captain of one of its twelve companies, the one 
organized in Dover Hundred. He saw no active service, however, this regi
ment not being sent to the front. 

When the news of the battles of Lexington and Concord reached the Three 
Lower Counties, two regiments of militia had already been organized in New 
Castle County; Immediately th~reafter, on May 25, 1775, two were organized 
in Kent. Rodney was commissioned colonel of the si:Halled "Upper Regiment" 
and John Haslet of the "Lower." 

In September 1775 the Council of Safety met in Dover and appointed Rod
ney brigadier general of the Kent militia, consisting of two battalions, and of 
the western battalion of Sussex County. Under the new state government he 
was again commissioned for the same office in 1777 by President McKinly. 
After McKinly's capture by the British, the acting president, Thomas Mc
Kean, made Rodney major general of the state militia, an office which he held 
until he was made president of the State in 1778. 

In the affairs of the revolting colonies Rodney took an activ_e part from the 
• beginning of their revolutionary activities. H e was Kent's representative in 
the Stamp Act Congress which met in New York in 1765. On August 2, 1774, 
the members of the Assembly, meeting in New Castle as an extra-legal con
vention, elected him one of three delegates to the First Continental Congress. 

In March 1775 he was elected by the Assembly to a similar office in the 
Second Continental Congress and again in October 1775. In December 1777 
the General Assembly of the newly created State appointed him delegate to the 
Continental Congress then sitting at York, Pennsylvania, but, on account of 
his many other duties, he was unable to attend its sessions. 

In February 1782, and again in February 1783, he was chosen by the Gen
eral Assembly as a member of the Confederation Congress but, because of ill
ness, never sat in that body. 

Having thus briefly summarized Rodney's public activities in general, it re
p1,ains to consider more in detail his outstanding services to both State and 
Nation. 

When, in company • with Thomas McKean, he represented the Three 
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_Lower Counties in the Stamp Act Congress in October 176:5, he participated 
in the drawing up by that body of an address lo the K ing, a mernorial to the 
H ouse of Lords, and a petition lo the House of Commons, remonslrating 
against the Stamp Act and other acts of Parliament and setting forlh in 
thirteen declarations the American theory o{ the constitutional relationship of 
the colonies to the mother country. 

The S.tamp Act having been repealed by Parliament in March 1766, Rod
Jley, McKean, and George Read were appointed by the House of Assembly 
the following June to prepare an address to the K ing expressing the loyalty of 
.the Government of the Three Lower Counties to H is Majesty and the grati
•tu,de of the people in the colony for the repeal of that act. 
' When the Townshend Act, taxing certain imports into the colonies, was 
piassed in 1767, the H ouse of Assembly, again aroused, adopted in its October 
·session in 1768 a resolution that that act and others, having "a manifest Tend
ency to deprive the Colonists in America of the exclusive Right of Taxing 
themselves and thereby to shew their Affection and Loyalty to the best of 
Kings, arc subversive of the natural, constitulional and just Rights ;ind Privi
leges of the respective Assemblies, and pernicious to American F reedom." The 
House of Assembly further resolved to send a "humble and dutiful" petition 
"to our most gracious Sovereign, expressing therein our ardent Affection and 
Loyalty to his sacred Person," but at the same t ime "most zealously and firmly, 
but with the utmost Decency and Submission, to assert our inestimable Rights 
and L iberties; delivere<l from God anc.l Nature, handed down from our Ances
tors, and confinv.ed t o us by the Conslitutian; in the most earnest Manner to 
~upplicate Relief against the Said Acts of Parlia.m.cnt, an<l to implore a Con
tinuance of his Fatherly Care and Ten<lerness for ·the Liberties and Happiness 
bf this, and all our Sister Colonies." Thomas McKean, George Read, and Cae
'sar Rodney were designated a Commiuce of Correspondence and instructed to 
draw up an address to the King agreeable to the resolutions. The address was 
transmitted to the Colony's agent in London, Dennys de Berdt, for prcsenta
bon to the British Government. 
1 After the British Parliament passed the Boston Port Bill in the spring of 
.1774, closing that port and placing an embargo on ,111 imports and exports as a 
punishment for the Boston T ea Party, the sufTcring that ensued in that city, 
especially among the poorer classes dependent upon work in connection with 
ship building, shipping, and trade in general, was so acute that appeals were 
se11t out to the other colonies for aid. In Delaware, subscription lists were 
circulated by county committees of correspondence, and the money collected 
was sent to the starving Bostonians-or used for the purchase of flour for 
then). ~t '}'~S ,furthermore urged by the people of Massac~usetts that a general 
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congress be held in Philacld phia in September t774, to discuss the American 
grievances in general, and to ta kc some coercive nction which might induce 
the British Parliament to repeal the Boston Pon I3ill as it had repealed tbe 
Stamp Act. 

·The question of sending delegates to Philadelphia came up in all the thirteen 
cqlonies in one way or another. 1n Delaware it was discussed in three mass 
meeti ngs held consecutively in New Castle, Dover, and Lewes in June and 

1 

July 1774. A t these three meetings what proved to be almost identical resolu-
tions were drawn up, directing the speaker of the Assembly, Caesar Rodney, 
tQ call a special meeting of that hody to be held on August r, 1774. Since only 
the proprietor or his deputy, the lieutenant governor, in Philadelphia, could 
call the Assembly together for a sprcial session, Rodney was confronted with a 
dilemma. If he consented to c:1II the Assembly, his act might be construed by 
John Penn, the governor, and hy the British Government, as unconstitutional 

, and revolutionary, and if he refused he might be d ubbed a reactionary by the 
: radical elements. Q uickly making up h is min<l, he sent a circular letter to all 
the eighteen members of the Assembly. N early all the members responded 
and met in N ew Castle on the appointed <lay. 

There was no thought at this t ime of separating from the mother country, 
but the colonies were thoroughly agreed on seeking redress of their griev
imees. The meeting in New Castle came to a quick decision. On the second 
day, August 2, it adopted a set of resolutions, instructing the three members 
,of the body, who were selected to go to Philadelphia, what to do. These mem
bers were Rodney, McKean, and Read. Realizing that the meeting of the As
sembly was irregular and that it wa.s in reality a convention and not the 
Assembly (though its membership was that of the Assembly), Rodney signed 
the instructions to his two colleagues and to himself, not "Caesar Rodney, 
Speaker," but "Caesar Rodney, Ch;1irman." 

T he three delegates proceeded to Philadelphia, and met with the delegates 
froin the other colonies on September 5 in Carpenters Hall as the first Con
tinental Congress. Rodn ey's appearance in Congress is referred to by John 
Adams in his diary for September 3. "S:n nrd,ty . .. . This forenoon , Mr. 
Caesar Rodney of the lower counties on Debware River, two Mr. T ilghmans 
from Maryland, were introduced Lo us ... . Caes:ir Rodney is the oddest look
ing man in the world; he is tall, lhin and slen<ler as a reed, pale; his face is 
not bigger than a large apple, yet there is sense and lire, spirit, wit, and humor 
in his countenance. H e m ade himself very merry with Ruggles and his pre
tended scruples and Limiclilies at the last Congress." 

The D elaware delegates assisted in drawi ng up the famous "plan of Assn• 
ciation" which forbade the iniportalion o[ Bri tish products imo the colonies 
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after D ecember r, 1774, and the cxpo1·tation of American producls to Great 
Britain and her other colon_ies after Seplcmbcr r775, if meanwhile the British 
Government had not come to terms by repealing the Boslon Port Bill as well 
as other obnoxious measures. Before adjourning, Lhis Congress also agreed to 
assemble again on May IO, r775, should the British authorities by that time 
still refuse to yield . 

O f course, the embargo against British imporl~ would have been a flat fail
ure had not Congress called upon all the colonies to see to its enforcement. 
Consequently, in the Three Lower Counties, immediately after the return of 
the Delaware delegates from Philadelphia, ma~s meetings were held to appoint 
committees ot inspect ion and observation to keep a vigilant eye on all mer
chants to prevent importation and sale of the proscribed good~ after D ecem
ber 1. Rodney was a memucr o( the committee for Kent County. T here were 
bootleggers then as now, and some merchants sought to import, before De
cember 1, large q uantities of British goods in·ordt:r to advance the price later 
when they became scarce, bul when d iscovered the committees had full au
thority to deal drastically with such cases. 

When the H ouse of Assembly met in an adjourned session in March 1775, it 
approved the acts of the irregular meeting of August 1774, and approved also 
the report prepared by the three delegates to the F irst Continental Congress, 
Rodney, McKean, and Read. These geutlamcn were reelected on March 29, 
1775, to attend the Second Continental Congress, and received a new set of 
instructions, this time signed by Caesar Rodney as speaker. Although their 
appointment occurred only three weeks before the Battle of Lexington, the 
delegates to the Second Continental Congress were to "Avoid, as you have 
heretofore done, everything disresl)ectful or offensive to our most grncious 
Sovereign, or in any measure invasive o( his just rights and prerogative." In
dicating that the Assembly was in no mood lo perm it Pennsylvania to deny 
the right of the Three Lower Counties to act independently in the Congress, 
the instructions also included the following: "IV. If the Congress, when 
formed, shall not in every question to be voted by Provinces, allow this gov
ernment an equal vote with any oLher province or government on this con
tinent, you are decently but firmly to urge Lhe r ight of this government in 
Congress with the other Colonies." That D elaware today is an independent 
State is partly due to this instruction. The delegates were moreover authorized 
to treat on behalf of the Government of the T hree L ower Counties will, any 
per~on authorized to speak for His Majesty, the King. 

Delaware's three representatives joined with.the other delegates in Philadel
phia in May r775 in organizing what was subsequcnLly c;ille.d the Second Con
tinental Congress, this time meeting in the Pennsylvania State H om-e, later to 
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become known as Independence Hall. George Read, in a letter to his wife 
dated May 18, 1775, gives a glimpse of a very busy Congress at this time, and 
also shows himself and Rodney as belonging to the same intimate eating club 
as Washington and other Virginia gentlemen. He wrote in part: "You too 
justly hint at my inattention to this kind of correspondence, but the li{e I lead 
here will in some measure account for it. I prepare in the morning·for the 
meeting at nine o'clock, and often do not return to my lodgings till that time at 
night. W c sit in Congress generally till half-!)11st three o'clock, and once ti ll 
five o'clock, and then J l ] dine at t'he City Tavern, where a few of us have estab
lished a tahle for each day iw the week, save Saturday, when there is ti general 
di:nuer. Our daily table is formed hy the following persons, at present, to wit: 
Messrs. Randolph, Lee, \i\Tashington, and H arrison of Virginia, Alsop of New 
"fork, Chase of Maryland, and Rodney and Read. A din ner is ordered for the 
number, eight, and whatever is deficient of that number is to be paid for at two 
shillings and sixpence a head, and each that attends pays only the expense (i)f 

the day." 
As already stated, the Kent County militia officers met in Dover in the same 

month and elected Rodney as colonel of the Upper County regiment and 
John Haslet as colonel of the Lower County regiment. Thus in the spri ng 
and summer of 1775, when the War of the Revolution broke out, and more 
than a year before the Declaration of Independence, we find Ro<lncy not only 
speaker of the H ouse of Assembly in New C.1st!e and a member from Dela 
ware of the Second Continental Conigress in Phila<lelphia, but also actively 
engaged as a ranking officer of the Kent County militia, and deeply concerned 
in the military defense 0£ the Government of the Three Lower Counties. 

Rodney was in Philadelphia in June when the proposal came up of appoint
ing Washington (a colleague in the same Congress) commander~in-chid of 
the American forces. Together with Read and McKean, he voled for Wash
ington. 

In September 177.5, the newly elected members of the Council of Safety, in
duding Rodney, met in Dover to effect an organization and to coordinate the 
military efforts of the three counties. At this time, three brigadier genera1s 
were appainted, Dr. John McKinly for the New Castle militia, Caesar Rodney 
for Kent County, and John Dagworthy for Sussex County. T o prevent any 
dispute, confusion, or jealousy from developing among the counties, a curi
ous resolution wa.~ adopted, the gist of which was as follows: In case Sussex 
County were invaded and the militia of the two other counties went to that 
county's aid, the brigadier general, i.e., John Dagworthy, would be the ranking 
officer. Similarly, if the enemy were operating in Kent C',ounty or in New 
Castle County, the brigadier general of the militia in the county invaded 
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would be the ranki ng officer. Who should be the ranking officer should all 
,three counties be invaded at once apparently was a problem that did not occur 
to the minds of the busy members of the Council of Safety. As a matter of 
fact, when the British in September rm actually invaded New Castle County 
from the direction of Chesapeake Bay, the militia 0£ N ew Castle County failed 
to assemble in any appreciable number, and it remained for Rodney, now 
technically in command of all Delaware militia, since John McKinly had be
come president, to concentrate the Kent County militia near N oxentown in 
N ew Castle County in order to observe, and, if possible, harass the enemy on 
its southern or right flank. Rodney's correspondence with Washington, whose 
headquarters were then at Wilmington, clearly shows the Delawarean's ear
nest, though futile, efforts to be of assistance to Washington, his weakness be
ing due primarily to the failure of the New Castle militia to respond to his or 
President McKinly's appeals. 

But to return to Rodney's activities in the civil branch of government. He 
remained a member of the Second Continental Congress throughout the year 
1775 and during the year 1776 until autumn. He therefore had a part in the 
work of sending an address to the King, another to the people of Great Britain, 
and a third to the non-revolting colonies, includiJ1g Cnnada. When no conces
sions were forthcoming from the British Government, and when the radicals 
in Congress, like John Adams and Samuel Adams, were gaining steadily over 
conservatives like John Dickinson, Robert Morris, and George Read, Rodney 
and McKean found themselves more and more in sympathy with the former. 
This is borne out to some extent by John Adams himself, who, in discussing 
the question of foreign alliances in his Autobiography, wrote as follows: 
"When I first made these observations in Congress, I never saw a greater im
pression made upon that assembly or any other. Attention and approbation 
were marked upon every countenance. Several gentlemen came to me after
wards, to thank me for that speech, particularly, Mr. Caesar Rodney, of D ela
ware and Mr. Duane, of New York. I remember these two gentlemen in par
ticular, because both of them said that I had considered the subject of foreig n 
connections more maturely than any man they had ever heard in America ; 
that I had perfectly digested the subject, and had removed, Mr. Rodney said, 
all, and Mr. Duane said, the greatest part of his objections to foreign negotia
tions. 'Even Mr. Dickinson said, to gentlemen out of doors, that I had thrown 
great light on the subject." 

Being speaker of the House of Assembly at New Castle, Rodney presided 
over a session in June 1776 which, as has already been smted, gave new in
structions to the delegates in Congress, permitt ing them to join with the other 
colonies "in forming such farther compacts between the United Colonies, con-

1../ 
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eluding such treaties with foreign Kingdoms and states, and in adopti ng such 
other measures as shall be judged necessary for promoting the liberty, safety, 
and interests of America, reserving to the peop~e of this Colony the sole and 
exclusive right of regulating the internal government and police of the same." 
T he second part of the instructions repeated the order of the previous year, 
namely that the delegates should maintain the right of the colony "to an equal 
voice 111 Congress with any other province or government on this Continent, 
as the inhabitants thereof have their Ali at stake as well as others." This resolu
tion, which was passed by a unanimous vote, virtually empowered the three 
delegates from Delaware to give their assent to Richard H enry Lee's resolu
tion, which the Virginia delegate had introduced in Congress on June 7, and 
to the Declaration of Independence. In the light of the Assembly's other 
resolution of the same day, supplanting the authority of the Crown in the 
Three Lower Counties, this resolution certainly did not authorize any of the 
Delaware delegates to vote against the proposal for independence which was 
then pending in Congress. Moreover, the Assembly followed the advice of 
Congress expressed in its resolution of May 15, 1776, that all colonies should 
set up independent governments if they had not already done so. In forward
ing a copy of the resolution of Congress to his brother, Thomas, Caesar Rod
ney had written from Philadelphia : "Incloscd I have sent you the printed 
Copy of the Resolution of Congress mentioned in my last. Most of those here 
who are termed the Cool Considerate men think it amounts to a declaration 
of Independence. It Certainly savours of it, but you will see and Judge for 
Your Self." By passing a simple resolution at this June meeting of the Assem
bly, therefore, the Three Lower Countie::s to all intents and purposes declared 
themselves independent of the British King, for thereafter all officials in the 
three counties were to consider themselves as officers of the Government of the 
Three Lower Counties, not of the Crown. Caesar Rodney's hand in effecting 
all this is clearly seen in the correspondence. 

The Assembly adjourned on June 22, whereupon the speaker proceeded to 
Sussex County at the very time Lee's resolution for separation lay on the table 
in Independence Hall in Philadelphia. Rodney in all probability knew that 
the calendar called for its consideration on July 1, but he was so much en
grossed as a militia general in investigating a threatened Tory uprising in 
Sussex County, the news of which appeared even in a London paper later and 
heartened the British Government, that his return to Philadelphia had to be 
postponed. H e had been to Lewes and other parts of Sussex County, and had 
returned to his home near Dover, when Lee's resolution was taken off the 
table early on July 1 and discussed in the Committee of the Whole House. 
The resolution passed the committee with nine states in favor, Pennsylvania 
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and South Carolina against, Delaware not voting on account of McKean's 
voting for and Read's against, and the New York delegates remaining neutral, 
being instructed by their Assembly not to vote either way. The jubilant radi
cals now pressed for a formal vote by the Congress immediately upon the dis
solution of the Committee of the Whole H ouse, but the chai rman of the South 
Carolina delegation pleaded for a postponement of the vote until new instruc
tions could be secured from his State. The radicals conceded the point and al
lowed a postponemen t of one day. 

In the meantime, McKean, according to a stalement by himself, had sent a 
messenger to Rodney, urging his immediate return to Philadelphia. Rod
ney must have received McKean's communication in the night of July 1 

and 2, because it is k nown that, after his famous ride, he arrived in time to 
vote on Lee's resolution in the late afternoon of the second, thus causing 
Delaware to join the nine states which had voted for the resolution in the 
committee the day before. Pennsylvania's vote was also cast £or the resolu
tion when Robert Morris and John D ickinson stayed away &om the session 
and permitted Benjamin Franklin, John Morton, and James Wilson to out
vote two die-hard conservatives, namely H umphreys and Willing. The South 
Carolina delegation also joined the major ity, making the total vote for the 
resolution twelve states, New York still refraining from voting. The South 
Carolina people during the night of July I and 2 had decided to disregard· 
their instructions to oppose independence. In such a manner was the separa
tion of twelve American colonies from the.mother country effected on July 2. 

New York made the vote unanimous on July 15. 
Immediately upon the passage of Lee's resolution, Congress proceeded to 

consider Jefferson's draft of a declaration of independence, which should an
nounce to the world the act of separation effected on July 2 and at the same 
time serve as a propaganda document, explaining to the world the reasons for 
the step already taken, with a view to gaining more adherents at home and in 
foreign lands, especially in F rance. 
, Caesar Rodney was present in Congress during the whole time the declara

tion was being discussed, i.e., on the second, th ird, and fourth, and of course 
voted for its adoption late on the fourth, just as he had voted for Lee's resolu
tion on the second. H e briefly tells about his arrival in Philadelphia and his 
actions· in Congress in his famous Fourth of July letter which he sent to his 
brother, T homas, in Dover, and which is one of the very few letters written by 
any of ~he Congressmen on the day of the adoption of the declaration. (See 
page94.) 

The summoning of the members of the D elaware Assembly to meet in 
New Castle on July 22, referred to by Rodney in this letter, was for the pur-
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pose of winding up the business of the last colonial assembly, which had 
been elected in October 1775, and of arranging for the holding of a constitu
tional convention to frame a state government entirely independent of Penn
sylvania, with respect to the executive as well as the legislative and judicial 
departments, Rodney went to New Castle and presided at this last session from 
July :22 to July 28, Then the Colonial Assembly adjourned forever. This As
sembly passed a resolution calling for the election on August 19 of delegates to
the constitutional convention to meet in New Castle on August 27. The reso• 
lution reads in full as follows: 

The House taking into Consideration the Resolution of Congress of the 15th of 
May last for suppressing all Authority derived from the Crown of Great-Britain, and 
for establishing a Government upon the Authority of the People, and the Resolu
tion of this House of the 15th of June last, in Consequence of the said Resolution of 
Congress, directing all Persons holding Offices Civil or Military to execute the same 
in the Name of this Government until a new one should be formed; and also the 
Declaration of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, absolving from all Alle
giance to the British Crown, and dissolving all Political Connection between them 
and Great-Britain, lately published and adopted by this Government as one of those 
States, are of Opinion that some speedy Measures should be taken to form a regu
lar Mode of Civil Policy, and this House not thinking themselves authorized by 
their Constituents to execute this important Work, 

Do Resolve, 
That it be recommended to the good People of the several Counties in this Goverrt
ment to chuse a suitable Number of Deputies lo meet in Convention, there to or
dain and declare the future Form of Government for this State . 

.Resolved also, 
That it is the Opinion of this House, That the said Conventiort consist of the 

Number of Thirty Persons, that is to say, Ten for the Courtty of New-Castle, Ten 
for the County of Kent, and Ten for the County of Sussex; and that the Freemen 
of!he said Counties respectively do meet on Monday the nineteenth day of August 
next, at the usual Places of Election for the County, and then and there proceed to 
elect the Number of Deputies aforesaid, accordirtg to the Directions of several 
Laws of this Government for regulating Elections of the Members of Assembly, 
except as to the Choice of Inspectors, which shall be made on the Morning of the 
Day of Election by the Electors, Inhabitants of the respective Hundn;ds in each 
County, 

.Rtsol ved also, 
'rhat tvtry Elector shall (if required by one or more of the Judges of the Elec

tlmi.) take the following Oath or Affirmation, to wit; 
I A.B. will to the utmost of my Power support and maintain the Independence of 
this Government, as declared by the Honorable Continental Congress, 

Resolved aho, 



CAESAR RODNEY 

That it is the Opinion of this House, that the Deputies when chosen as aforesaid 
~hall meet in Convention in the Town of New-Castle on Tuesday the Twenty
seventh Day of the same Month of August, and immediately proceed to form a 
government on the Authority of the People of this State, in such Sort as 01ay be best 
11dapted to their Preservation and Happiness. 

Thus we see how important a part Caesar Rodney played in bringi11g about 
peaceably the political transition from the semi-dependent colonial establish
ment of the Three Lower Counties on Delaware to the independent status of 
the State of Delaware. He presided at the demise and burial of the old regime 
and took a very active part in arranging for the birth of the new regime: first, 
when, on June 15, as speaker, he presided over the Assembly which passed the 
resolution for supplanting the authority of the Crown by the authority of the 
Three Lower Counties; second, when, on Ju!y 2, he arrived in Philadelphia 
in time to vote with Thomas McKean on Richard H enry Lee's resolution, to 
wit: "That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be free and inde
pendent States ... "; third, when, on July 4, he voted with Thomas McKean 
for the adoption of the Declaration of Independence; fourth, when he pre
sided as speaker of the Assembly which passed the resolutions quoted above 
whereby provision was made for setting up the machinery of a state govern
ment; and fifth, when, on August 2, or some time thereafter, he affixed his 
signature to the parchment copy of the Declaration of Independence despite 
the fact that at that very time thousands of British soldiers had e'ntered New 
York harbor on British transports, protected bY. a fleet of British warships, and 
that every man who signed the document laid himself open to charges of trea
son and was liable to be hanged. 

Immediately after the adjournment of the Assembly on July 28, add after 
the campaign had begun for the election of delegates to the approaching Con
vention, Rodney was confronted by a strong opposition from the conserva
tives of Kent County. He naturally wanted to be elected a delegate, but as he 
was kept busily engaged in Philadelphia attending to the affairs of the newly 
born nation, he could not be on the spot to repair his political fences. Bis 
brother Thomas strove to get Caesar elected, but in vain. Consequently, he had 
no direct part to play in the Constitutional Convention in New Castle in 
August and September 1776. His correspondence, however, shows him in close 
touch with the situation. Both the president of the Convention, George Read, 
and Rodney's other colleague in Congress, Thomas McKean, who had also 
been elected a deputy to the Convention, wrote to Rodney from New Castle 
and Rodney wrote to them from Philadelphia. 

When the Convention had adjourned and the campaign was begun to elect 
members to the new ~tate legislature, a bicameral body, the conservativos in 
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chairman, got that body to appropriate $500 for a monument. The legislative 
resolution, passed on February 20, constituted the members of the Rodney 
Club and others as a committee for securing the monument. This committee, 
with the money appropriated by the State and with $500 additional given to 
the monument fund by the will of Mrs. Sally Morris of Wilmington, pro
ceeded to the erection of the monument. It was unveiled with appropriate ex
ercises on October 30, 1889. Governor B. T. Biggs presided at the occasion, and 
the H onorable Thomas F. Bayard delivered the oration. 

On July 4, 1923, an equestrian statue of Rodney, showing him riding to 
Philadelphia to vote for independence, was unveiled in Rodney Square, Wil
mington, by the citizens of the state of Delaware. The funds for this memorial 
were raised by a committee, the chairman of which was General James H. 
Wilson. 

Again, in 1931, the legislature of Delaware decided to honor the memory of 
Caesar Rodney by appropriating funds for the erection of a marble statue of 
him to stand in the Hall of Fame in Washington. 

In bringing this biographicnl sketch to a close one cannot better sum up 
Caesar Rodney's services as an outstanding founder and citizen of the State 
and the Nation than to quote the concluding lines from Mr. Bayard's oration 
at the unveiling of the Rodney monument at D over: 

What will be inscribed on this monument I know not, but are there words more 
fitting than those of Emerson?-

"Spirit that made these heroes dare 
To die-and leave their children free, 
Bid time and nature gently spare 
The shah we raise to them and thee." 

( Bibliographical note; In the preparation of the above biographical sketch the 
principal primary sources used, in addition to the Caesar Rodney correspond
ence, have been the following: Journals of the Continental Congress; Letters 
of Members of the Continental Congress, E. C. Burnett, Editor ; Kent County 
deed books, will books, and Orphans' Court books; Governor's Register; 
Minutes of the Legislative Council, 1776-1792; Principles and Acts of the Revo
lution, by H ezekiah Ni les; Delaware Archives; Tl1e Life and Correspondence 
of George Read of Delaware, by William T. Read; Life and Writings of Jolin 
Dickinson, by Charles J. Stille; Reprints of the Votes and Proceedings of the 
Houte of Representativf's of the Government of the Countie1 of New Castle, 
Kent, and Sussex upon Dela//)are for the year 1762 ( reprinted I930) and for 
the years 1765 to 1770 inclusive (reprinted 1931).) 
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1'HE H1sToRY oF THE MoNUMENT. 

The home of Cresar Rodney was at "Poplar Grove," St. Jones' 
Neck, Kent county, Delaware, where he died on the 29th of June, 
1784. His place of interment was on the estate where he spent his 
days, and was unmarked save by a stone placed there recently by the 
Hon. Joseph P. Comegys, Chief Justice of the Superior Court of Dela
ware. In this neglected condition the grave of this distinguished 
Revolutionary statesman and warrior remained till the year 1887. In 
November, 1887, a!1 organization was formed of young men of Dover 
to put a fitting mbJiument over Cresar Rodnty's remains. 

The organization thus formed took the name of "The Rodney 
Club." The officers originally chosen were--

President, WILLIAM G. KERlJIN, 

Secretary, HEN.RY RIDGELY, JR., 
Treasurer, R0RERT R. P. BRADFORD. 

, 
In September, 1889, Henry Ridgely was elected president of the 

" Club," vice William G
1 

Kerbin, who had removed to New York ; 
and W. Lee Cannon was elected secretary. 

The movement at once received generous public support and uni
versal commendation. The "Rodney Club" brought the matter to the 
attention of the Delaware Legislature, and the following joint resolu
tion was passed at Dover, February 20th, 1889:-

WHERll~AS, It is right and proper that patriots should be especially 
honored, and the remembrance of their good deeds preserved for the 
encouragement 0f patriotism in future generations ; and as other States 
have taken measures to honor their patriotic sires, Delaware should 
not be derelict in her duty to those who in perilous times pledged their 
fortunes and their sacred honor, to gain and secure for us peace, happi
ness and prnsperity, unexampled in the history of nations; and· 

WHn;REAS, . There is no filter mode of expressing her appreciation 
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of their patriotism and of immortalizing their noble dsee thctan that 
of erecting monuments to their memory; and 

• WHEREAS, The remains of General Cresar Rodney, member o,f 
the Continental Congress, a signer of the Declaration of Independence, 
one of the presidents of the Delaware State during the war for• inde
pendence, an eminent, self-denying patriot, a sturdy advocate of Amer
can rights and 1i berties, lie in the Episcopal burying-ground, at Dover, 
without any stone to mark their resting place; therefore 

Re it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of' the 
State of Delaware in General Assembly met: 

That, J. M. C. Rodney, Esq., John R. Nicholson, Esq., McKendree 
Downham, and the "Rodney Club" consisting of Henry Ridgely, Jr., 
Robert R. P. Bradford, William G. Kerbia, GeorgeL. Whitaker, Peter L. 
Coope~, Jr., James H. Hughes, Williarn Saulsbury, W. L. Cannon, Jr., 
R. H. Vandyke, and Nelson Spencer, and such others as they shall 
hereafter associate with them, are hereby appointed a committee to 
have· a suitable monument, with appropriate inscriptions and devices, 
erected over the remains of General Cresar Rodney in the aforesaid 
burying-ground. 

Resolved, That the comuiittee appointed by the foregoing resolu
tion, or a majority of the111, are hereby authoriz;ed to draw their order 
or orders on the State Treasurer for any sum or sums not exceeding in 
the whole the sum of five hundred dollars, for the ptupm;e of carrying 
into effect the object of the resolutions aforesaid, and the State Treas
urer be and he is hereby authorized and directed to pay the order or 
orders of the said committee so drawn on him, out of any money in 
the treasury not otherwise appropriated; and it shall be the duty of 
the said committee, or a majority of them, to make report of their 
proceedings to the next biennial session of the Legislature, setting 
forth the expenditures consequent upon the execution of thefr duties 
under the provisions of these resolutions. 

Anterior to the passage of the above resolution, the •' Rodney 
Club '' had removed the remains of Cresar Radney from the old home
stead in St. Jones' Neck and had then1 deposited in the above men
ti~ned Episcopal Cemetery in Dover. 

In addition to the five hundred dollars thus secured from the 
State a like amount was given to the monument fond by the will of 
the late Mrs. Sally Morris, of Wilmington, Delaware, a daughter of 
his nephew C~sar A. Rodney, and it was deemed advisable at once to 
proceed with the erection of the monument. 

Wednesday, October 30, 1889, was fixed as the day of unveiling-, 
and th_~ HoN. THOl\11:AS F. BAYARD Willi chosen the orntor. 
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OPENING CEREMOXJF,S. 

Henry Ridgely, Jr., President of the "Rodney Club," 
introduced Governor n T. Biggs, who said :-

' 
1 By virtne of my office as successor to Cresar Rodney 

in the executive office of the State, I have been invited by 
the "Rodney Clnb" to preside on this august occasion, and 
it now gives me pleasure to present to you the Rt. Rev. 
I.,eighton Coleman, Bishop of Delaware." 

PRAYER flY BISHOP COLEMAN. 

0 Almighty and most merciful God, we, thy unworthy servants, 
pray 'l'hee to be especially present with us at this time aud bless the 
ceremonies in which we are engaged. We praise and magnify Thy 
holy name as for all Thy g0odness toward us, so particularly for the 
blessings of civil and religious liberty which thou hast vouchsafed 
this nation. and for the labors of those among our forefathers whom 
Thou didst inspire and direct in laying the perpetual foundations of 
freedom, peace and prosperity. And herein we chiefly thank Thee for 
the good example and efficient services in this glorious work of him in 
whose honored memory we have set up this monument. We humbly 
beseech Thee: that the devout sense of Thy gracious providence in our 
behalf rnay renew and increase in us a spirit of love and loyalty to 
'fhee, a spirit of peaceable submission to the laws and government of 
our common country, and a fervent zeal for our holy religion which 
'fhou hast preserved and secured to us and our posterity. 

May we improve these inestimable blessings for the advancement 
of true lrnowlege and godliness, and show ourselves a people ever 
mindful of Thy favom and ready to do Thy will. Riess the President 
of the United States, the Governor of this State, the Jndiciary, and 
the J,egislatnre, and endue them with constant wisdom and fidelity. 

Grant to our land, and especially to our own commonwec1.lth of 
Delaware, honorable industry, sound learning and pure manners. 
Defend our liberties and preserve our unity. Save us from violence, 
discord and confusion, from ignorance, pride and prejudice. Purge us 
of corruption, intemperance and coveteousness, and deliver us from 
every evil way. Fashion into one happy people, fearing God and work
ing righteousness, the multitudes who come hither out of many kin
dreds and tongues. In the time of prosperity fill our hearts with 
thankfulness, and in the day of trouble suffer not our Trust in Thee 
to fail. All which we ask in the name and for the sake of our Blessed 
Lor-d and Saviour Jesus Christ, who taught us when we pray to say 
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Our Father, Who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy Nan1e. Thy ~ .ing:
dom come. Thy will b~ done on earth, As it is in heaven. G1ve_uii 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our tres?asses, As w.e forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not mto temptation ; But 
deliver us from evil : For 'l'bine is the Kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever .. Amen. 

Governor Biggs then introduced Mr. Bayard and said :
" Having been selected to presiqe over this ~igh_ly cul
tured and intelligent audience, I would be rermss 111 duty 
did I not return my sincere thanks to the Rodney Club 
for so high an honor, so distinguished a compliment ':1,'he 
State of Delaware, though one of the smallest in the "?mon, 
has always been represented in the councils of the nation by 
men of intelligence equal to any other State . 

.. We have met here to-day to unveil a monmnent to 
one of the great men of the revolution, who was born in 
Dover about the year 1730. Any one familiar with the life 
of Cresar Rodney cannot but believe that as a patriot he 
loved liberty, he fought for indepenqence; and no man, 
living or dead, on the earth or under the earth, _was. his. 
superior in every virtue which adorns and beautifies the 
human character. [Applause.] 

"I will not longer trespass upon your patie~ce. It is 
my privilege and pleasure to introduce to you a gentlema~ 
known to you all, one who has given twenty years of his 
life to the public service, four of which have been as 
Secretary of State of the United States. One hundred years 
ago, from the 3ot1i. • of April last, his great-~ran.dfather, 
Richard Basset, one of the signers of the Constitution, was 
elected a United States Senator from this State, and took 
the oath of office in the city of New York. 

• "The pure name and white fame of the Hon. Thomas 
F. Bayard is not confined to the North American continent, 
but has leaped over the two mighty oceans which wash our 
shores and is known all over Europe. It now gives me 
great pleasure to introduce to you the Hon. Thomas F. 
Bayard, who will now address you. " (Great applause.] 

, 
II 

FELLOW CrTIZE:Ns OF DELAWARE:, LADrits AND GitNTLEMaN, 
GENTLE:MEN OF 'l'HE ROD.NEY CLUB : 

It would appear that William Penn had been of like 
mind with my Lord Bacon, who held it to be "a shameful 
and. unblessed thing to take the sc;um of people, and wicked, 
condemned men to he the people ,vi th whom you plant,'' and 
therefore' when Penn came to let in the sunlight of liberty of 
the person in conscience and in conduct u~on the c~lony he 
was planting on these shores, he sought as his compamons and 
assistants men of character and substance; and he brought 
out of England men of good stock and standing and excluded 
"the scum and wicked, condemned men." 
• Among those wh~ in the same year, but not in the sam~ 

good ship, tl1e "Welcome," that bore Penn and h~ ~hipmates • 
up the Delaware bay and river in 1682, came Wilham Ro~
ney, of Bristol, who soon thereafter became a landholder tn 

St. Jones, as it was then called, but since Nov, 25, 1~82, ha:s 
been the county of Kent, retaining the same boundaries. 

William Rodney was the American progenitor of the 
family of that name, and his posterity have continued to dwell 
within the Delaware State, as valued and estimable citizens, 
contributing important service to the commonwealtl1. He 
was of an honorable and distinguished English ancestry and 
traced his descent from Sir Walter de Rodeney, who came 
from Normandy in A. D. n39, in the suite of the Empress 
Maude, daugl1ter of Henry I and wife of Geoffrey Plantaga
nent, Earl of Anjou. Sir Walter served in the war against 
Stephen, by which the succession to the crown of E~gland 
was secured to Henty II. 

In the subsequent hist<;,ry of England, the Rodneys 
proved themselves a. valiant and honorable race, and these 
qualities of manhood were transmitted from gene~
tion unto generation, and in a marked degree to the Amen
can patriot in honor of whose memory we meet to-day, to 
raise an ~nduring monument to him for the conspicious part 
he played in the great contest to assert on this side the 
Atlantic the same principles of civil liberty which his ances-
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tors had fought for and gained in England. For it was the 
same spirit of courageous manhood that breathes in the great 
charter of English liberty which proclaimed itself nearly 
six centuries later in the American Declaration of Indepen
dence, and to the same political training and same stock 
of race and blood is mainly due the steadfast courage 
and persistent :qioral energy that lent vital force to these 
ideals, gave them powert and imbedded them in the constitu
tions of their governments on both sides of the Atlantic 
ocean. , 

When Washington, on April 18, r783t issued from the 
headquarters at Newburgh on the Hudson, the order to the 
American armies upon the cessation of hostilities, with a pre
scient comprehension of the magnitude of the results that 
were to -flow to the world at large from the victory God had 
vouchsafed to his country, he embodied a recommendation 
which to-day we should reverently follow, and which I will 
read to you in his own words:· 

"I cannot help wishing that a11 the brave men of what
ever condition they may be, who have shared in the toils 
and dangers of .effecting this glorious revolution of rescuing 
millions from the hand of oppression and of laying the 
foundation of a great empire, might be impressed with a 
proper idea of the dignified part they have been called to 
act (under the smiles of Providence) on the stage of human 
affairs; for happy, thrice happy, shall they be pronounced 
hereafter, who have contributed anything, who have performed 
the meanest office in erecting this stupendous fabr£c of free
dom and enterprise on the broad basis of independence, w9-o 
have assisted in protecting the rights of human, nature, and 
establishing an asylum for the poor and oppressed of, all na
tions and religions. n 

The words of Washing-ton are ever to be read with rever~ 
ence by his countrymen, for in them breathed the very soul of 

--the revolution that made it possible for the inhabitants of this 
• continent to become the masters of their own political destiny, 
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and in our contemplation of the great fabric and superstruc
ture of empire, wealth, power, and all the forces of a pro
gressive civilization which lias been reared upon their work, 
let us be ever mindful that the foundations were laid in the 
solid persona.I virtues, the conscientious fidelity to duty, to 
Almighty God and their country, of a scanty handful of 
plain men around the tomb of one of whom we gather to.day 
if1 grateful remembrance. 

• Soon afterthe arrival of William Rodney in the province 
of Pennsylvania, he settled in St. Jones, now Kent county, 
and in the annals of the period we find his name connected 
with the local government. He took part in the separate 
orga11izatio11 of the government of the three lower counties 
of New Castle, Kent and Sussex, 011 the Delaware, then com
monly styled " the territories, ." in contradistinction from the 
three "upper" counties> Philadelphia, Bucks and Chester, 
known, and called by William Penn the "province." We 
find Mr. Rodney's name in the memorial of the representa. 
tive freeholders in the year 1700, when they endeavored 
unavailingly, but as it eventuated, fortunately, to re-estab
lish a Legislative union with the province, under the liberal 
charter of Penn as it had existed under the settlement of 
February r682 ; apd when the three lower counties had 
organized a separate assembly for their own government in 
r70I, William Rodney was chosen Speaker of the Assembly. 

• His father, whose name also was William, had married 
Alici.: the daughter of Sir Thomas c~sar, an eminent 
merchant of the city of London, and his son William died 
near Dover, Del., in the year 1708, leaving eight children 
and a considerable landed 'estate which was entailed, and 

, by the decease of elder sons, finally vested in his youngest 
son, Cresar, who continued his residence as a landed proprie~ 
tor in Delaware until his death in 174.c;. The Christian 
name of Cresar, the son of William Rodney, was derived 
from his gteat~grandfather, Sir Thomas Cresar. 

Cresar Rodney, the eldest sou of Cresar and grandson 
of William Rodney, was born in St. Jones' Neck, near Dover, 
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in Kent county, Delaware, in the year 1728, and died at his 
residence, at Poplar Grove, in the same neighborhood, on 
the 26th of June, 1784, in the 57th year of his age. Left an 
orphan at the age of seventeen, be selected Nicholas Ridgdy, 
Esquire, to be his guardian at an Orphans' Court held in 
Dover on February 27, 1745. This early step had a most for
tunate influence upon his moral and intellectual training, for 
he was brought into the family and under the influence of an 
intelligent, honorable and upright man who wisely nursed his 
estate, carefully supervised his education and took an affec
tionate interest in his welfare. 

Mr. Ridgely caused his ward to be instructed in the 
classics and general literature and in the accomplishments of 
fencing and dancing, to fit his bearing and manners becom
ingly to the station in life in which he was born. 

Amid such domestic influences of morality, cultivation 
and refinement the youth of Cresar Rodney ·was passed, and 
the effect of these advantages was made apparent in his career 
in life. His correspondence is that of an educated man, his 
chirography, of which I have seen several specimens, was 
clear and well-formed, with excellent power of expressing his 
sentiments. His personal disposition was extremely viva
cious; of an active and vigorous nature he carried with him 
into whatever society he entered an influence at once engag
ing, attractive and impressive. His courage never faltered 
or failed, even "in the times that tried men's souls" and in 
its overflow was contagions among feebler spirits. 
• From his early manhood he attracted the respect and 
confidence of his fellow citizens, and civil distinction 
commenced upon his attainitig legal capacity and. con
tinued throughout his life. He served in the legisla
tive assembly of the State prior to the stamp act of 
Congress in 1765, when his usefulness was extended to 
a wider field. At the age of thirty he was chosen High 
Sheriff of Kent county, and upon the expiration of his term 
was made a Justice of the Peace and Judge of the Lower 
Courts .. In 1762 he was selected by the Assembly to revise 
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and print the laws in conjunction with Thomas McKean, an 
important duty which was satisfactorily performed. 

This may be regarded as his educational period pre• 
paratory to his chief work, and the real extent of his abilities 
and the true features wherein he excelled, were soon exhibi
ted by his selection in association with Thomas McKean, as 
"Representative of the Freemen of the three lower counties 
on the Delaware to the convention proposed by the House 
of Represe.ntativcs of Massachusetts, to all the other colonies 
to be held at New York on the first Tuesday in October, 
1765/1 to consult together on the present circumstances of the 
colonies and the difficulties to which they must be reduced 
by the operation of the acts of Parliament in levying duties 
and taxes in the colonies, and to consider of a general, united, 
d11tiful, loyal and humble representation of their condition 
to his Majesty and to the Parliament and to implore relief. 

To comprehend, the extent and nature of the servict-s 
rendered by Caesar Rodney a·nd his compatriots, and the per
sonal qualities they brought to the aid of the canse of popular 
self-government1 it is necessary to glance at the condition of 
affairs. 

Nowhere in the dominion of Great Britian was the 
sentiment of loyalty to the sovereign and fidelity to the 
Imperial government more thoroughly and sincerely evinced 
than in the American Colonies. Not only had these vig
orous emigrants conquered for themselves homes in a wil
derness and by their sharp axes, wielded with sinewy arms1 let 
in the light of civilization to forests almost impenetrable, but 
when the counter currents of French and English ambition 
strfring for control, had been transferred to this continent, 
the Americans, although left to shift for themselves against 
Indian ass;mlts, and wholly neglected by the '' Mother 
Country," as it was fondly styled, levied at their own cost 
armed forces to uphold British· dominion in America and 
repel the military aggressions of France in her efforts to gain 
cis-Atlantic supremacy. When Benjamin Franklin, then in 
London as the agent of the colonyof Pennsylvania,in February 
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1766, was examined before the House of Commons touching 
the wishes and feelings of the colonies in respect of the "Stamp 
act,'' he was asked: '· Do you think it right that America 
should be protected by this country and pay no part of the ex
pense." He replied: "That is not the case. The colonies 
raised, clothed and paid during: the last year nearly 25,000 

men and spent many millions.'' And lie further testified in 
relation to the Indian and French wars : '' I know that the 
last war is commonly spoken of here as entered into for the 
defence, or for the sake of the people of America.· I think 
it is quite misunderstood. It began about the limits between 
Canada and Nova Scotia, about territories to which tfte Crown 

indeed laid claim, but which were not claimed by any colony, 
none of the lands had been granted to any colony and there
fore we had no particular concern or interest in that dispute, u 

He might also have recalled the signal victory at Lewis
burg achieved by a force composed chiefly of New England 
fishermen by which "the key of the St. Lawrence, the bul
wark of the French fisheries and of French ~ommerce in 
North America,', as it is well styled by the historian Bancroft, 
passed under British control. 

The Stamp Act had passed the House of Commons on 
March 22, 1765> by a vote of five to one, and in the House of 
Lords without even a division, and it was repealed in the 
month of March following-, in consequence of the 
arguments presented and, still more, the manifestation 
of deep and determined feeling by the colonies against it. 
But the principle against which the colonies protested was 
not abandoned by the government by the repeal of this 
single act. Up to 1763 taxes had been laid by Parliament on 
the colonies, but not for revenue to the home government, 
but solely for local expenses and as regulations of trade. 

But it was the passage of a resolnti~n in 1764 by the 
British Parliament, after full debate, that it was their right 
to tax the colonies at will, and recommending under the 
power so asserted the laying of a stamp tax upon all writs 
and legal process and mercantile documents, that led to the 
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solemn protest by the colonies addressed to the Crown, and 
their counter assertion that "taxes could not be levied.upon 
the people but by their consent in person or by deputation." 

Thus,although the Stamp Act was repealed, the principle 
under which the tax had been imposed, and the claim of 
power it contained, was still insisted upon with a blindness 
and infatuation wl1ich nothing but the long abuse of power 
could account for 

Collisions between the officials who represented such 
claims of authority and the people who resisted became 
inevitable and frequent, until a sentiment of discontent 
gradually permeated the min,ds of the An1.ericans and was 
not confined to the individuals or the localities that were the 
objt'.cts and scenes of injustice, but a common cause was cre
ated throughout the length and breadth of the colonies, to 
which adhesion grew gradually, but with a grave determina
tion, so that the injury to any one was felt to be the injury 
of all. 

These three lower counties on the Delaware were not 
governed under a Royal Charter as was :tassachusetts and 
mcst of the other colonies, but our forefathers were living 
in ha1)piness arid safety under the benignant, wise and gener
ous charter of ·william Penn, the Proprietary. They were 
apparently in th~ secure enjoyment of all and more than their 
progenitors had left Europe to secure. The promise of Will
iam Penn, wr,itten from London in April 1681, was indeed 
generous, but it h ad been more than fulfilled. He had writ
ten: H You shall be governed by laws of your own making, 
and live a free, and if you will, a sober and industrious 
people. I shall not usurp the right of any or oppress his 
person. God has furnished rr~e with a better resolution anrl 
has given me grace to keep it. In short, whatever sober and 
free men can reasonably desire for the security and improve
ment of their own happiness I shall heart1y comply with." 

How well and faithfully he kept this promise let his 
subseqµent charters of privileges to the inhabitants of the 
Province of Pennsylvania and. the "T~rritories," the three 



lower counties, attest. Not only was every birthright of free
born Englishmen amply approved and secured, but a free
dom from the rule of classes and privileged orders was 
granted, to which English subjects elsewhere were strangers; 
local self-government in all its particulars and essentials was 
the wise basis, and anticipating those golden words placed 
by the hand of Jefferson nearly a century later in the Dec
laration of American Independence-Penn recog-nized that 
"life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness were '{inalienable 
rights,, and to secure tliem governments were established 
among men 'deriving their just powers from the consent of 
the governed,' '' and so, in 1683, when he met the provincial 
council iu which the three lower co1.111ties had been united, 
at their request, with the counties of Philadelphia, Rucks 
and Chester, each county lmving an eqnal representation of 
nine members, he told them ''they might amend, alter or 
add for the public guod,'' and that he was readv to settle such 
foundations as might be for their 11appiness a~d the good of 
their posterity. 

It is little to be wondered that the colo11v so founded in 
reliance npon all that is best in human natur~ shonld flourish 
and rapidly attract numbers to share its b1essings and benefit,;. 

Well might Edmund Burke speak of Penn's charter to 
his colonists as ''a noble charter of p1·ivelegcs, by which l1e 
made the people more free than any people on earth, anc'I 
which by securing- both civil and religious liberty caused the 
eyes of the oppressed from all parts of the world' to look to 
11is counties for relief. This om,· act of God-like wisdom and 
goodness has sett1ec1 Penn's conn ties in a more strong- and per
manent manner than the wisest regulations could have done 
on any othe1· plan.'' il.ud the growth was rapid, from 3000 

of Dutch, Swedes and Bng-lish when Markham, Penn's a;ent, 
came in 1681, to 4000 when four years afterwards the g-ood 
Pastorius came to found Germantown to 12 ooo in 1-688 ' ' • } 

when in honest exultation ~cm1 exclaimed : "l Jrnve led the 
greatest colony into America that ever did any man upon a 
private credit, and the most prosperons beginnings are now 

to be found among us." At the time of his death in 1718, 
the population was supposed to number 40,000. The testi
mony of the venerable Bancroft may be well cited also : ''The 
old Proprietary Government in an existence of more than 
ninety years, h ad now the admiration of th e wise through
out the world, by its respect for civil and religious l iberty, 
and had kept itself free from the suspicion of having insti
gated or approved the obnoxious measures of the British 
ministers, and had maintained the attiutude of mediator 
between Par 1 iamcnt an cl America. '' 

Under such a beneficent government Caesar Rodney ha<l. 
been born and had lived, taking part in the affairs of the 
community in which there was no manifestation of discontent 
or a desire for a chang-e of ruler. 

The population of these counties at the breaking out of 
the War of the Revolution was estimated by the Federal 
Convention of 1783, including negro slaves, at about 35,000,' 

and in all the conferences and conventions at any time 
called during the colonial period and in the Continental' 
Congrt:ss each colony was au equal integer, with an equal 
vote on all questions. Thns, i-n the Stamp Act Congress, it 
was resolved that the committee of each colony shall have 
one voice only in determining any question that shall arise 
in the Congress," ancl in the Articles of Confederation of 1778 
of the thi;teen States it was provided in Article 5 : No 
State shall he represented in Congress hy less than two nor 
more tlian seven members. T n determining questions in the 
United States in Congress assembled each State shall have 
one vote. Similarly, in the convention of r787, uncler which 
a more perfect union was formed under the Ii'cderal Consti
tntion, each State had an eqnal vote in the cletcrmination of 
all questions. 

Tbus an importance attached to the action and influence 
of this State disproportionate to the mere number of its 
-inhabitants, 1mt which has operated always for the promo-· 
tion of the welfare of the Union. The character of the 
individuals clwsen to represent the freemen of Delaware on 



sundry important occasions in the history of the formation 
of our government, and in the stormy period in which our 
institutions had their birth, has added justly to the influence 
and reputation of the State in the federal councils ; and as 
the stream cannot rise above its source, I am disposed to 
attribute the disposition of our citizens to select wise and 
honorable representatives to the good and substantial ma
terial of which the community was composed. 

The Dutch, the Swedes and English were men of sturdy 
integrity and industrious lives. The churches built by them 
attest their piety to God, and the body of their laws exhibit 
their respect and appreciation of justice among men. 

A sketch of the simple life of our ancestors in Kent 
county will not be out of place l1ere, and by the kindness 
of Mrs. Henry Geddes Banning, of Wilmington, I have been 
allowed to transcribe it from the MSS. of her great-grand
father, Thomas Rodney, himself a brave soldier in the 
Revolutionary War, and a younger broth~r of Ca:sar 
Rodney. I giv~ it 1JerbaHm el hteratim. 

"'I'he manners and customs of the white people when I 
first remember, were very simple, plain and sociaL Very 
few foreign articles were used in tl1is part of the country for 
eating, drinking or clothing. Almost every family manu
,factured their own clothes ; and beef, pork, poultry, milk, 
butter, cheese, wheat, and Indian corn were raised by them
selves, served them with fruits of the conn try, and wild game 
for food ; and cider, small beer, and peach and apple brandy 
for drink. 'I'he best families in the country but seldom used 
tea, coffee, chocolate or sugar, for honey was their sweetening. 
The largest farmers at that time did not sow over twenty 
acres of wheat, nor tend more than thirty acres of Indian 
cotn; and there was very few of this sort, so that all the 
families in the country had a great deal of idle time, for the 
land being fertile supplied them plentifully by a little labor, 
w1th all that was necessary, nay with great abundance, more 
than enough, grudged nothing to those who happened to 
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want. Indeed, they • seemed to 1i ve as it were i 11 coucotd ; 
for they constantly associated together at one house, 01· an
other in considerable numbers, to play and frolic, at which 
ti1iies the young people would dance, and the elder ones 
wrestle, run, hop, jump or throw the disc. or play at some 
rustic and manly exercises. On Christmas Eve there was an 
univers~l firing of guns, and trave1ling round from house to 
house during the holiday) and indeed all winter there was a 
continual frolic at or.& house or another, shooting-matches, 
twelfth-cakes, &c. 

"'l'his manner of life continued until the war corn mence<l 
in 1755, but this occasioned a sudden and universal ch a_nge 
in the country. Soldiers were raised, the people formed 111to 
militia, great sums of govetnm ent money were expended, new 
taxes were laid, and a great variety of civil ~nd military offi
cers became necessary. Produce became more valuable, &c., 
&c., then in a few years the country became engaged in more 
pursuits and put on quite a new appearance, yet this operated 
chiefly on the yonnger people, and the old habits and customs 
gradually wore off, nn61 they are at length almost forgot; 
for what little remained till then was expelled by the Revo
lution which had naturally wrought a far greate~ change 
than the formei; war.'' 

From the simple and happy pastoral life thus pictured 
by an eye-witness) Cresar Rodn~y now emerged and with his 
colleague, Thomas McKean, took his seat in that convention 
known as the Stamp Act Congress, which met in New York, 
in October 1765. l have already read you the objects of that 
convention which was attended by delegates from nine States, 
New Hampshire, Virginia, North Carolina and Georg-ia not 
being represented but giving their written assent to what 
was done. 

The history of this important congress has never been 
fully writt~n, and the original records of its proceedings are 
doubtless to be found among the unpublished archives of the 
government at Washington, awaiting- the day wheii the nn-



~lus~ing importunity of place-hunting and the lofty occupa
~ton 1t ?egets of office-peddling, shall have been sufficiently 
1~terrmtted to allow the representives of the American people 

, time enough to enact measures for the intelligent editing of 
t~e documen!ary his~ory of their government, and its publica
tion for the mstructton and edification of their constituents. 

Happily for his own con:acience, Cresar Rodney left no 
personal diary, nor did he attempt any record of l1is own ser
v!ces or of his daily reflections or criticisms upon his asso
ciates and contemporaries, but simply went on doing his duty 
as conscience dictated, and died leaving an untarnished rep
utation and no literary sting to discredit those who survived 
him. 

To his care and foresight we owe the procurement and 
preservation of an authenticated copy of the journal of the 
S~amp Act Congress, which was found among his papers by 
lus nephew and chief devisee, Ca::sar Augustus Rodney, after
wa~ds Attorney-General of the United States in the adminstra
tion of Thomas Jefferson, and who was United States Minis
ter Plenipotentiary to Buenos Ayres, where he died in June 
182~ . 

This important document was carefully published in 
Niles> "Weekly Register" in July I8I~. 

In the prefatory editorial the r;ource of the information 
is fully set forth, and Mr. Rodney is described as the "esti
ma~le and patriotic Cresar Rodney, one of the delegates 
and for many years the great prop and stay of Whiggism in 
the lower parts of his native State." . 

The MSS. is authenticated by the signature of John 
Cotton, Esq., the Clerk of the Congress) and was accompanied 
by a separate paper in the hand~writing of Mr. Rodney con
taining a list of the members, 

The credentials of Rodney and McKean were si o-ned by 
the individual members of the General Assembl/ of the 
three counties, that body not being in session at the time it 
was necessary to decide upon the question of taking part in 
the Convention. 
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The !hare of Rodney and McKean in this important 
Congress was con:;picuons and influential, and the latter was 
selected, together with James Otis of Massachussetts, and 
Thomas Lynch of South Carolina, to prepare a petition to 
the nritish House of Commons. 

Permit me to draw your attention to the address to the 
King which was adopted by the Congress-because it indi
cates foe reluctance with which the colonists took any steps 
which tnight tend to disintegrate the Empire and establish 
themselves in independence. I will read the commencement 
only and conclusion, althongh the entire document is well 
worthy of peru::;al. 

To tlte King-' s most excellent Majesty, most humbly showeth: 
'l'hat the inhabitants of these colonies unanimously de

voted with the warmest sentiments of duty and affection to 
yonr sacred person and government, and inviolably attached 
to the present happy establishment of the Protestant succes
sion in your illustrions hom;e, and deeply sensible of your 
royal attention to their prosperity and happin~ss, humbly 
beg leave to approach the throne by representing to your 
majesty that these colonies were originally planted by sub
jects of the British crown, who, animated by the love of lib
erty, encouraged by your Majesty's royal predecessors, and 
confiding in the public faith, for the enjoyment of all the 
rights and liberties essential to freedom, emigrated from 
their native country to this continent and by t11eir successful 
perseverance in the midst of 'innumerable dangers ·and diffi
culties, together with a profusion of their blood and treas
ure, have happily added these vast and extensive domains to 
the Empire of Great Britain. 

* * * * * * * 
Then follows a dear and dignified statement of their 

constitutional rights as British subjects, and the petition 
concludes:-

" The invaluable right of taxing ourselves and trial by 
our peers, of which we implore your Majesty's protection, 
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are not, WP must hnmbly conceive, unconstitutional, but 
confirmed by the great Charter of English liberty. On the 
first of these rigltts the honornble House of Commons 
founded their practice of originating money-:1 right enjoyed 
by the Kingdom of Ireland, by the clergy of England until 
relinquished by themselves-a right, in fact, which all other 
of your Majesty's English subjects, both within and without 
the realm, have hitherto enjoyed. 

"With hearts therefore impressed with the most indeli
ble characters of gratitude to yonr J\fajcsty and to 'the mem
ory of the Kings of your illustrious house, whose reigns 
have been signally distinguished by their auspicious in
fluence on the prosperity of the British dominions, and con
vinced by the most alTecting proofs of your Majesty's 
paternal love to all your people, however distant, and your 
unceasing an~ benevolent desires to vromotc their happiness, 
we most humbly beseech yonr Majesty that you will be gra
ciously pleased to take into your royal consideration the 
distresses of your faithful subjects on this continent, and to 
lay the same before your Majesty's Parliament and to afford 
them such relief as in your royal wisdom their unhappy cir
cumstances shall he judged to require.'' 

* * * * * 

lt would seem impossible for a people to frame a suppli
cation for simple justice and forbearance from useless op
pression in more humble and affectionate phrase, and yet 
strange to say, tl1e "timidity," :1s Bancroft calls it, or "con
science') as the President of the Cong_rcss, Brigadier Timothy 
Rnggle1s of Massachusetts, himself styled it, caused the latter 
to refuse to sign the papers for transmi5sion. 

Thomas McKean. in a letter to John Adams, of August 
20, 1815, thus describes the incident : 

"When the business was finished our President would 
not sign the· petition and peremptorily refosed to assign 

• any reason nntil I pressed hitn so hard, that at last he 
-said 'it was against his conscience,' on which word I mng-

the changes so loud, that a plain challenge was given by him 
an_d accepted in the presence of the whole corps, but he de
parted the next morning before day without an adieu to any 
of hi~ brothers. * * . * * * * 
Mr. Robert Ogden, then speaker of the New Jersey Assembly, 
following the example of the President, declined to sign the 
petitions, although thereby warmly solicited by myself in 
private and also by my father-in-law, Colonel Borden, his 
colleague. 

<< 'rhe consequence of tny mentioning this fact, as I rc
tnrned to New Castle through New Jersey was to ,\fr. Ogden 
a burning in effigy in several of the conn ties, and his removal 
from the -office of Speaker at t11e next meeting of the As
sembly, and to n1c menaces of another challenge." 

Thomas McKean of New Castle, in Delaware, was of 
Irish parentage on both sides, and even before he had at
tained his majority became a practicing attorney. 

It is impossible to disconnect his life and labors in the 
public service from that of C.esar Rodney, so long as the lat .. 
ter lived. 

Their association and confidential friendship antedated 
their joint services in the Stamp Act Congress, and they appear 
to have supplem~nted the designs and objects .of each other 
throughout in the most zealous and efficient matter, notable 
instances of which I shall proceed to relate. . 

Of the reputation and services of Thomas :McKean 
to the whole country it seems impossible to speak too• 
highly, and he was the only man who, without intermission, 
served as a member of the Continental Congress from the 
time of its opening in 1774 until after tl1e treaty of peace· 
wa~ signed in 1783. 

During the whole of this eventful period he continued to, 
represent the three lower cotmties on the Delaware, although 
in Jnly 1777, he was selected for the high office of Chief Jus
tice of Pennsylvania, and ably executed its duties in conjnnc-

c 



A week later he again wrote as follows : 

l'HII.ADELl'HIA, June I 3th, r768. 

DF.AR BR<.YL'JffiR :-Yours of the 10th of this instant, I 
received by Mr. Cooper, and am pleased to find (by your 
expressions therein) that you have so just a sense of love 
and duty and gratitnde, and do not doi1bt (if I am obliged to 
go to England) that by your diligence and prudent attention 
to busi1~css, you will g ive me sufficient proof of what you 
now only express. 'l'he Governor not only joins with the 
rest of my friends in pressing me hard lo go to England, but 
of his own accord, assured me that l should have liberty 
to appoint who I pleased to conduct the business of my 
offices in my name during my absence. All my friends 
advised, that, .previous to my going to England, T should 
consult Governor H amilton. I took their advice aml have 
been at Bush Hill three or four times. His behaviour to me 
on this occasion was so extremely kind and friendly that 1 
shall be wanting, if I do not hold a grateful remembrance of 
it as lo1ig us I live. He said i t was tmdonbtedly a cancer, 
and in a most dangerous place, and that he thought my only 
chance w.as to go to England, but by 1w means .to trnst to 
any person here. However in a few minutes after, h e arose 
from h is chair, took me by the hand and proceeded· as 
fol1ows: '' Mr. Rodney I have a very particular respect for you, 
and will <lo everything in my power to serve you; I have 
brought ovel· some of the same medicines that Guy made use 
of in curing JJ1y nose, with his directions for applying them. If 
you will apply to some Doctor to attend you, you sha11 have 
what yon want of them, a11d l will visit yon (myself) every 
·day during the operation, that I may be the better able to 
inform you whether they have the same effect with you as 
they had with me." Perhal)S yon will think this a greater 
mark of friendship than [ had any reason to expect from J\fr. 
Hamilton, h owever it is even so, and to-morrow morni11g the 
operation is to be begun under the immediate care of Doctor 
T homas Bond, with the approbation of all my friends here. 

Bnl if this fails of making a cure, and does not 1,n t me in a 
worse situation than I now am, 1 shall certainly go lo 
England, after a two or tlu-cc weeb' visit to my native Kent. 
1 sha.11 meet with 110 delay on account of cash, tho' it will 
neccssatily require a large sum. Tin t to conclude, my case is 
truly dangerous, and what will be the event, God only 
knows, 1 still live in hopes, and still retain my nsual flow of 
spirits . My compliment5 -;\,'Ir. and Mrs. Vining; tell Mrs. 
·vining, the cloud now hanging over rne, tho' dark and dis
mal, may (God willing) one day disr>crse, and I may have the 
pleasure to carry Colly (who waits with patience) to Dover. 
Give my love to Sally, Billy, etc., and remember me to the 
Doctor, l\Irs. Ridgely, Sally Gorrell, Betsy Fisher, and all 
enquiring friends. Pray give the enclosed paper to Doctor 
R idgely, and at the same time tell him Governor H amilton 
does not incline to sell 11is lot, but has left it to Mr. Magan. 
I shall take care to write to you by every opportunity. 

I am your affectionate Brother, 

C.'ESAR RODNEY. 

'l'hese letters written in the privacy of domestic inter
course a11cl never before published, unconsciously portray 
the fortitude and cJ,eerfol courage of this trnc man ; when 
it is considered that his physician had commuuicated to h im 
what was virtnally h is sentence of death-not the quick, 
sharp pang, scarcely fe1~ and little heeded in the hour 
of tdtunph, cheaply purchased with a life- but death by 
inches, the slow advance of an insidious and implacable 
disease. Nothing sensational is displayed, 110 upbraiding of 
fate or unmanly bewai1ing, bu~ a simple annot111ceme11t of the 
dreadful tntth, and the conclusion , '' my case is trnly clan~ 
gerous, and what will r)e the event God only knows ; I still 
live in h opes ~nd still retailt my usual flow of spirits." 

His p ublic duties a11cl1ored him fast iu America, he 
never was· allowed to visit England, and the remedies ob
tained in Philadelphia seem to have given him some relief 
and caused a temporary arrestation of the disease. ut like 
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a true soldier thenceforward he marched undismayed, his 
life dedicated only to the performance of his duty, until four

, teen years after the Great Captain gave the final order of 
recall. 

Mr. Banning-, to whom the first letter was entrusted, was 
John Banning, Esq., of Kent county, the record of whose 
patriotic services in various important capacities will be 
found in the. minutes of the council of the Delaware State 
from 1776 to 1792, of which he was a member, and lately 
published by order of the Legislature. Among his descend
ants now living in the State arc the R idgelys, of Dover, Mr. 
Henry Geddes Danmng and Mrs. Sally R idg-dly Elliott, wife 
of lsaac S. Elliott, of '\i\rilmington. 

After his return from P hiladelphia, Caa:sar Rodney, in 
I769, was chosen Speaker of the Assembly, an<l as the un
settled question between Great Britain and Colonies never pcr
ni.ittcd repose, resistance and di5content grew apace, and the 
need of his conrageons counsel became more urgent as the 
the arbitrary aggressions of the Crown continued to force the 
reluctant colonists to decide be.tween resistance or unreserved 
and slavish submission. 

The Stamp Act Co11gress had thus brought about colonial 
union. The vindictive legislation of Great Britain con
l-inued, and the town of Boston seemed especia11y marked for 
royal vengeance. The charter of l\-1assachnsetts was rudely 
violated in its most essential fea\ures; the port of Boston 
was closed to all commerce, and every safeguard to personal 
liberty and local self-government was abrogated. 

Such action served to · precipitate the inevitable co11-
flict, and early in 1774, a general Continental Congress of the 
representatives of each colony was recommended b y Massa
chusetts, and ready response soon came from every quarter. 

No colony moved with more alacrity than Delaware, 
and by none was the manly determination to make the cause 
of Massachusetts theit own, and to resist a t the threshold aJl 
measures intended for their subjugation more distinctly and 
clearly avowed. 'l'he general meeting of the freeholders and 

inhabitant<; of New Castle county was at the town of New 
Castle, June 29, 1774, Thomas McKean being their chair
man. 

'l'he freeholders and inhabitants of K ent met in Dover, 
011 July 20 , 1774, and a like meeting was held by the free
men of Sussex county, at Lewestown, on July ::?3d. The 
tenor of the resolutions adopted in each county was substan
tially the same, and after the most express and soletnll recog
nition of the sovereignty of George the Third, and promising 
due allegiance to his govermuent, recited the vario11s acts of 
Parliamentary oppression against Boston, so dangerous to the 
common cause of America. Each county appointed a commit
tee of thirteen members to correspond with similar committees 
in the State and in the sister Colonies, and . c~sar Rodney 
was one of tJ1e n umber from Kent. On August tst"the three 
counties met in convention at N cw Castle and Rodney was 
made chairman. 

'l'he resolutions adopted on August 2, 1774, recite the 
history of American grievances with a vigor and dignity 
that characterizes the public nttcrances of the period. 

It was at ouce unanimously resolved to instrnct the
deputies then appoh1ted to attend foe general Congress, and 
'' that they do endeavor to prevail with the deputies from 
other colonies to adopt the following or similar rcso-
lutions. " 

The length of these resolutions forbids me to read them, 
as they are found in Vol. I, page 667, of the fourth series of 
the American Archives. . 

Nowl1ere is the American case more clearly and une-
quivocally stated, and I cannot forbear to recite the 7th and 
8th resolutions as indicative of the unselfish action of the 
Delaware freemen and of their lofty determination to main
tain the rights of other11 as we11 as their own. 

7. That it is the indispeusable duty of all the colonies, nol 
only to a lleviate tl1e unexampled distresses of our brethren 
of Massachusetts Bay, who are snffering in the common 
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,cause o(America, but to assist them by all lawful means in 
:removing- their grievances, and for re-establishing their con
stitutional rights, as well as those of all America, on a solid 
,and permauent foundation. • 

8. 'l'hat it is our fixed, determined and nnaltcrabk rcso-
1ution, by all la,vful ways and means in our power, to main
tain, defend a11d prese1ve our 'before-mentioned ri,,.hts and . ,.., 
liberties, and that we ,vill transmit them enlirc and invio1ate 
to onr posterity ; and, further, that we will adopt and faith- . 
folly carry into execution, all and ·singular, such peaceable 
and constitutional measures as have been agreed 011 bv this 
Congress. - , 

'fhe men who led the councils of Delaware were well 
instn1cted in foe English law and lived in obedience to its 
precepts, therefore when they met in popular convention 
they recognized "the most eligible mode of endeavoring to 
procnre redress for their grievances would have been through 
their l,,egislative assembly," but as that bodv could not lie 
convened until September 30th, following, a~1d as the Pro
prietary (John Penn) had already refnscd lo convene the I,eg
islatnrc of Pennsylvania, whe11 so r::qncstccl for the same 
purpose, the best and most proper modl' wa,; by this conven
tion, and this characteristic rcsolntion is to be fonttd at p. 
897 of the volume of the American Archives alrear1y cited. 
The t1iree deputies to the Continental Congress were Coesar 
Rodney, 'l'homas McKean and George Read. 

This Congress met at l"hiladelphia on September 5, 1774, 
-and was composed of 56 delegates, atnong whom was George 
Washington, of Virginia. Their sessions lasted until Octo
ber 26, 1774> and their proceedings relate to all the measures 
of Parliament which were considered unconstitutional and 
subversive of the rights and liberties ~f the co1onist5 as Brit
ish subjects. 

Among the remarkable state . papers· produced by this 
assembly is the "Plan of Association" signed by all the 
deputies, from which 1 select three of tl1e resolutions, al-
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though it is difficult to refrain from laying before yon the 
noble document enti,-e. 

"'l'o obtain redress of these grievances which threaten de
.struction to the Lives, Liberty, and Property of his Majesty's 
Subjects in North America, we arc of opinion that a Non-Im-

, portation, Nou-Consumption, and Non-Expo,-tation Agree
ment, faithfully adhered to, will prove the more speedy, 
effectual) and peaceable measure; and therefore we do, for 
onrse1ves, and the inhabitants of·the several Colonies whom 
we represent, firmly agree and associate, under the Sacred 
ties of Virtue, Honor, and T,ove of onr Country, as follows: 

I. That from and after the first day of December next, 
we will not import into British America, from Great Britian 
or Ireland, any Goods, ,i\Tares, or Merchandise, as shall have 
been exported from Great Britian or Jrt,>1and; nor will we, 
after that day, import any Bast lndia Tea from any parl of 
the world; nor any molasses, syrups, panel es, coffee, or pimen
to fr01n the British -plantations or from Dominica; nor wines 
from Madeira, or the Western Islands; nor foreign Indigo. 

11. That we ·will neither import not purchase any slave 
imported after the first day of December next; after which 
time we will wholly discontinue the slave trade, and will 
neither be concerned in it ourselves, nor will we hire onr 
vessels, nor sell our cmmnodities or manufactures to those 
who are concerned in it. 

III. As a Non-Consumption Agreement strictly adhered 
to will be an effectual sc.cnritv for the observation of the l , 

Non-Importation, we) as above, solemnly agree and associate, 
that from this day ,vc will not pttrc:hase or use any tea im
ported on account of the East India Company, or any on 
which a duty hath been or shall be placed; and from and 
after the first day of March next we will not pnrclrnse or use 
anv Bast India tea whatsoever; nor wi11 we, nor shall any 
pe;son for or under us, purchase or use any of those goods, 
wares, or merchandises we have agreed not to import, which 
we shall know, or l1ave cause to snspectt were imported after 
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the first day ofDccember1 except such as come under the mks 
and directions of the tenth Article hereinafter mentioned. 

IV. The earnest desire we have not to injnre our fellow 
subjects in Great Britian1 Ireland, or the West Indies, induces 
us to suspend a Non-Exportation until the tenth day of Sep
tember, I775, at which time, if the said Acts and parts of 
Acts of the Rritish Parliament hereinafter mentioned, are not 
repealed, we will not, directly or indirectly, export any l\.fer
chandise or Commodity whatsoever to Great Britian, Ireland,. 
or the West Indies, except Rice to Europe. 

By this we see how gradnally the union of the colonies 
was formed-not by any single act or declaration-but by the 
silent and natural growth of the unwritten laws of 1rntnan 
sympathy and congenial association for noble and worthy 
cuds. 

"The sacred ties of virtue, honor and love of country" 
were the strong cords that drew the hearts of our forefathers 
together, and against such influences were arrayed then, as 
now, tl1e mean and mercenary forces of society, trading 
then as now, upon the baser and purchasable elements. 

Unhappy is that nation from whose people is banished a 
belief in the disinterestedness of public service, which is 
naturally accompanied by broad and liberal views, which do 
not measure or test great purposes by constant reference to 
one small object-personal advantage or profit. 

This it is that makes mercenary politicians such unsafe 
leaders, and causes national interests so often to be led to 
their destruction by men of narrow understandings, incapa
ble of taking any but mercenary and commercial 'views of 
questi ans of governmental policy. . 

The Delaware Assembly met at New Castle on March 
r3, 17751 and to them Rodney1 McKean and Reed, made full 
report of their representative action in the Continental Con
gress of October previous, and laid before the Assembly the 
journal of the proceedings of that Congress. 

On the next day these proceedings were deliberated upon 
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and nemine contra dicen/.e it was resolved that the proceed
ings of the Congress, and especially the part therein by the 
Delaware representatives, be approved with thanks. 

On the uth of March, Cresar Rodney, George Reed and 
Thomas McKean were again unanimously chosen to r~pre
sent the government of the three counties at :he Am~rican 
Congress proposed to be held in the City _of Plnladelplua, _on 
the roth of May next, or at any other time and place with 
full power to them or tiny two of them together with the dele
gates from the other American Colonies to concert and agree 
upon such further measures as shall appear to them. best cal
culated for the accommodation of the unhappy differences 
between Great Britain and the colonies on a constitutional 
famzdatz'on which the House most ardently wish for, a~d that 
they report their proceedings to the House at their next 
meeting. 

, It will be observed how carefully all violence of lan-
guage or intemperance of expression was avoided, a.nd that 
no other settlement than on a '' constitutional basis'' was 
hinted at. 

And this basis was of course the continuance of colonia1 
relations to the British sovereign. At the same sessi~1 peti
tions were howi:ver presented from the inhabitants, freemen 
of New Castle and Kent, praying for the establishment of a 
militia and the phraseology of the petition from Ken~ is n?
ticeable and highly significant of what was then pm,smg 111 

the minds of men. 

"That we conceive a well regulated militia composed of 
gentlemen freeholdets1 and other freemen. to be not only a 
constitutional right, but natural strength of a free govern
ment from the exereise of which a wise people '>Vil1 not ex
cuse themselves in time of peace." 

The Assembly on the 29th of March, carefully _Prep~red 
and considered ''paragraph by paragraph, 1 ' and mscnbed 
upon their mi11~1tes the following instrnctions to their "Dep
uties to the general Congress'> to meet May ro, 1776 : 



Instrnctions to the deputies appointed by this govern
ment to meet in general congress on the tenth day of May 
next: 

I. That in every act to be done in Congress, yon stu
diously avoid, as yon have heretofore done, every thing- dis
respectful or offensive to onr most gracious Sovereign,· or in 
any measure ·invasive of his just rig11ts and prerogative. 

TI. That you do adhere to those claims and resolutions 
made and agreed upon at the last meeting of t11e Congress; 
yet, for the restoration of that hannony with the parent 
state which is so essential to the security and happiness of 
the whole British Empire, and which is so ardently wished 
for by this House, yon may, on your parts, yield such con
tested claims of right as do not apparently belong- to the Col
onists, or are not essentially necessary to their well being. 

JII. If his Majesty should be pleased g-raciously to ap
point any person ot persons to treat with the Colonies on the 
present unhappy disputes snbi;isting between them and the 
patent state, yon, or any of you the Congress :,;hall nominate, 
may treat with such person 01· persons on behalf of the in
habitants of this government. 

IV.,. If the Congress, when formed, shall i1ot in every 
question to be voted by provinces, allow this government au 
equal vote with any other province or government on this 
-continent, yon are decently but firmly to urge .the tight of 
this government to an equal voice in Congress with the other 
Colonies. 

The House adjourned till the fifth day of June next. 

But events were moving more rapidly than could be 
provided for by formal resolutions. The Delaware Assembly 
adjourned on Match 29th, and in three weeks afterwards the 
battle of Lexington was fought, and 

" By the n~de bridge that arched the flood 
Their flag to April's breeze unfurled; 

• ~ • The em battled farmers stood 
And fired l:he shot heard round the world.'' 
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In June followed the battle of Bunker's Hill, and the 
season for argument and deliberation had passed and hdtly 
pressing for its place came the demand for .decbive action. 

Men of action were called for by the times, and men of 
action responded to the call. As a poet of our own day has 

sung:-

'Wanted, men-
Not s'yste~s fit and wise, 
Not faiths with rigid eyes, 
Not wealth in mountains piled, 
Not power, with gracious smile, 
Not e'en the potent pcn-

Wanted, men! 

·wanted, deeds-
Not words of winning note, 
Not thoughts from life remote, 
Not food religions airs, 
Not sweetly languid prayers, 
Not softly scented creeds-

W anted, deeds ! 

Cresar Rodney wa:; a man of action in an era of acti.on; 
born not out of his proper time, but in it; and, being fitted 
for the hour and its work, he did it well. He was recog
nized, and n;tnrally, at once became influential and im
pressive- clisti.nguished for the qualities which were n eeded 
in the days in which he lived on earth . 

He·was possessed of a noble an;lor ; ]1is spirit was aflame 
and it never flickered or wavered throngl1out the long and 
weary conflict that fo11owe<l. 

He had served in the Continental Congress of 1774 
witl1 Washington ;. he knew of Washington's utterance in 
the Virainia Convention early in 1774, when he was dele-
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gated to attend in Philadelphia:-

" I wi11 raise one thousand men, subsist them at my 
own expense, and march myself at their head for the relief 

of Boston.'' 



Moved by patriotic impulse, he had counselled the selcc
ti.on of Washington as Commander-in-Chief of the colonial 
forces, and from the beginning to the end of the conflict 
sought to hold up his Jrnnds and sustain him at all times and 
in all ways. 

It is to the honor of Caesar Rodney and his native State, 
tlmt he g-ained and retained to the end t11e absolute confidence 
of vVashington. 'thanks be to God, my brother Delawareans, 
thanks be to God, the history of our little commonwealth in 
the war for American independence discloses the name of 
no venal or selfishly ambitious trader in his co1111try's 
woes, and here at home, in the character and traditions of 
men of onr own State, we and our children can look for ex
emplars of courage and fidelity equal to any in the broad 
Jand. 'I'heir numbers were few, and the trumpet of local 
and self landation not so loud as may smnetirnes have been 
heard in other quarters, but every Delawarean may proudly 
look and ask the wl10le world to 1ook) upon the unsullied 
record of our revolutionary ancestors) and find there abun
dant cause for honest pride and grateful remembrance. 

Caesar Rodney had the '' ,Suaviter z'n modo'' as well as the 
''fart£ter z'n re.' ' 

He had valor, but he had that discretion which is its 
better and more unselfish part. He was liberal in his judg
ments and generous to his antagonists. Hence his power 
and success in allaying local irritations and disaffections ; 
of composing strifes; of converting opponents into allies, and 
foes into friends. 

I have diligently read all the documents within my 
reach which relate to the action of the inl1abitants of these 
counties during the war for independence, and I concur 
in the statement made by onr lamented friend Judge William 
G. Whitely, in his address before the I,egislatnre in 1875, 
"that to Rodney more than to any other man in Dela
ware do we owe the position which our State and people took 
in that most important contest." 

Three very interesting and characteristic letters of Cresar 
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Rodney addressed to his brother, Captain Thomas Rodney, 
at Dover written durino· the session of the Continental Con-
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gress at Philadelphia, in September 1775, are to be found in 
Vol. 1 of the 4th series of the American Archives, and por
t ray the situation very clearly, and the lively interest and in
telligent comprehension he had of the events then transpiring 
in Massachusetts, and the necessary consequences to all the 
colonies. 

T'he stir of military preparations for a conflict, which 
filled the very air men breathed, but which had not been 
formulated into thoughts, much less into words, began here 
in Delaware before the battk of Lexington. 

Already the preparations for the enrollment and equip
ment of the militia had been vigorously carried out, and in 
each county the election of field officers remained only to 
be held, in order to perfect the regimental organizati9ns. 
New Castle county led off on March 20, 1775, by a meeting 
of ail the company officers, at Christiana bridge, and the 
choice of field officers for two regiments. 

For the Upper Division, 
JAMES McKINLEY, Colonel. 
J AMF.S LATIMER1 T~t. -Colonel. 
THOMAS Dun\ Major. 

For the Lower Division,, 
THOMAS Coocn, Colonel. 
SAMUEL PA'CTERSON1 Lt.-Coloue1. 
OuNNn•m BEDFORD, Major. 

Kent followed by a convention at Dover, on May 25th, 
of the officers of more than twenty companies and for the 
Upper Regiment were chosen; 

CllrnAR RODNJW, Colonel. 
TnOMAS COLLINS, Lt-Colonel. 
FRENCH TIAT'I'ET,L, Major. 

For the Lower Regiment1 

, JOHN HASLET, Colonel. 
WILLIAM RHODl:tS, Lt-Colonel. 
H .. onERT HODGJ~S, Major. 
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Sussex organized in q convention at Broad Creek 
on June 201 17751 of which Colonel John Dagworthy was 
made chairman. ' 

No election of field officers was made, but the minutes 
reported that H military preparations for self-defence against 
the bloody attacks of the infatuated British ministry were 
being carried out with great spirit, and that it was expected 
to have 1500 or mote well-trained militia, and the committee 
was endeavoring to obtain the necessary supplies of military 
stores.'' 

Caesar Rodney was Speaker of the House at the time he 
was so chosen colonel of the upper regiment of Kent county, 
and there would really seem to have been no limit to his. 
readiness to serve in any useful capacity, civil or military, 
and certainly none to the willingness of his fellow citizens to 
heap the honors, cares and responsibilities of office upon him. 
'!'he General Assembly in 1777 chose him to be Second 
Justice of the Supreme Court, and subsequently Judge of 
Admiralty. . 

He was appointed in 1776 Brigadier-General, and as such 
was on duty with the army under Washington at Trenton 
and remained until February 1777, when he was allowed to. 
return home and subsequently was made Major-General. 

On this occasion he received the following letter from 
General Washington: 

"Srn:-T~ord Sterling did me the favor of :,ending to me 
your letter of the ·eighth instant to him, mentioning your 
cheerfulness to continue in service (though your brigade had 
returned home)1 and waiting my determination on that head. 
The readiness with which you took the field at the period 
most critical to onr affairs, the indui;try you used in bringing
out the militia of the Delaware State, a11d the alertness ob~ 
served by yon in forwarding on the troops from 'l'renton, re
flect foe highest 110nor on your character, and place your at
tachment to the cause in the most distinguished point of view. 
'l'hey claim my sincerest thanks, and I am happy in this op-
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.portunity of giving them to you, circumstanced as you at-e. 
I see no necessity in detaining you longer from you·r fatnily 
and affairs which n~ doubt demand your presence and attert
tion. You have therefore my leave to return.'' 

Any biography of Rodney must be in substance a chap-
ter in the history of his State and the conf~deracy of whioh 

· she was a member, for his unceasing devotion never flagged, 
and, liappily, nev,er failed to receive public appreciation. 

The most memorable act in Mr. Rodney's career must 
now oe noticed. Together with George Reed and Thomas 
McKean he had been chosen as one of the Representatives of 
the three lower counties on the Delaware to the general Con
gress to meet at Philadelphia on May ro, 1776, and, as 
usual, accepted the dnty. 

I have read to you, and I fear at some trial to your pa
tience, the expressions of attachment to the Crown which 
marked all the utterances of the colonists through the period 
of growing alienation, the result of ,vhich they might sus
pect, but were reluctant to admit. 

The wisest 1i1en in the country were most restrained in 
their expressions, and formed their judgments under t11e 
deepest sense- of ~ responsibility greater than which never 
rested upon a body of rcpresc11tative men. 
~Allow me to read to you an extract from a letter ad

dressed by George Washington to a friend in the British 
army at Boston, written from Philadelphia, where Wash
ington was in attendance upon the Continental Congress as 
a delegate from Virginia. 

After defending the delegates from Massachussetts 
against the charge of being "rebellious," he goes on to say:. 

"Give me leave to add, and I think I can announce it as 
a fact that it is not the wish or' interest of that Government 
(Massachusetts) or any other upon this continent, separately 
or collectively, to set up for independence; but this you may 
at the same time rely on, that none of them will ever sub-

D 
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mit to the loss of those valuable rights and privileges which 
are essential to the happiness of any free State, and without 
which life, liberty and property, are rendered totally 
insecure. '' 

And he continues: ''But I have done. I was involuntarily 
lead into a short discussion of this subject by your remarks on 
the conduct of the Boston people, and your opinion of their 
wishes to set up for independence. I am well sati'sfied that 
no such thing is desi.red by any thinking man in all North 
America! On the contrary, that it is the ardent wish. of the 
warmest advocates of liberty that peace and tranquility upon 
constitutional grounds may be restored and civil discord pre
vented.'' 

Washington wrote these words on the 9th of October 
1774, and y~t on the 15th of June following he was, 011 

motion of Thomas Johnson of Maryland, seconded by John 
• Adams of Massachusetts, elected by the unanimous vote of the 

Continental Congress Commander-in-Chief of the armies of 
the United Colonies, and at once accepted the duty and set 
out for New England. 

But while determined to resist subjugation and loss of 
liberty, the hope was still widely prevalent among the colo
nists that some settlement on " a constitutional basis" as it 
was styled in the instructions to their deputies by the Dela
ware Assembly, might still be secured without resort to-the", 
dread arbitrament of war. 

'l'he history of that period contains abundant illustra
tions of the inqependence of the judgment of the representatives 
of the people, and the frank avowal of opinions which at the 
time were often unpopular b11t proclaimed nevertheless con
scientiously and fearlessly. 

He is the true public counsellor who will utter vera pro 
gratis, and who may displease, but never will deceive the 
people who trust him. 

But equally with independent judgment and individu
ality in process of thought, we find splendid proof of self-

r 
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subordination and self-control which, when personal opinion 
and judgment has been over-mled by a majority, are not to 
be deterred, by a false pride or narrow egotism, from lending 
cordial support to the measures which are the outcome of free 
and unfettered conference. 

Deliberation has its proper season, decision must follow, 
and action is the final and necessary test. 

In the perilous days of 1776 the colonists hesitated long, 
and sincerely sought to avert the necessity of making the 
momentous decision to which they had most reluctlantly been 
driven. 

1'he doubts were many and natural, the ''hopes and fears 
that conquer hope,'' were indeed '' an indistinguishable 
throng," and invested with such a trust can it be wondered 
that hesitation to take the final plunge, to ''cross the Rubicon" 
agitated the souls of the fo{ty-eight earnest patriots, who 
assembled in the Continental Congress, at Philadelphia, in 
May 1776? 

As true and faithful patriots as any in the land were 
those members of the Congress who opposed the resolution 
to declare independence, or to sign the declaration when the 
resolution had been adopted. 

There is no authentic report or record of the debates, and 
even the minutes· of the proceedings in the secret, or in the 
public journal of proceedings are imperfect, fragmentary and 

• palpably defective. 
I possess a copy of the secret journals of the Continental 

Congress from its first meeting, May ro, 17751 until the disso
lution of the Confederation by the adoption, of the present 
Constitution of the United States. 

Much confusion, contradiction, and no little misrepre
sentation, have naturally been the consequences of the publi~ 
cation of their recollections by individual members communi
cated many years after the occurrences and professing to relate 
their own share, and the share of others in the exciting 
transactions. 

The following resolution, adopted November 9, I7751 
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will show how stringently it was sought to maintain 
secrecy:-

. Resolved, That every member qf this Congress con\Sider 
himself, under the ties 01 virtue, honor and love of his coun
try_, not to divulge, directly or indirectly, any matter or 
thing agitated or debated in Congress before the same shall 
have been determined in Congress ; nor any matter deter
mined in Congress which a majority of the Co~gresti shall 
order to be kept ·secret; and that if anv member shall violate 
this agreement he shall be expelled from this Congress and 
det;'med an enemy to the liberties of America and liable to 
be treated as such;. and that every member.signify.his assent 
to this a~reement by signing the same." ' .• • • •• • 

Cresar Rodney died in Jun'e 1784, soon after the inde
pendence of his. country had been achieved, and during 
the struggle he was too much absorbed in gaining the victory 
to think of outlining his own laudation or preserving the 
muniments of his title to the applause and gratitude of man
kind. 

He left no memoranda or written account of the pro
ceedings nor of the part he bore therein, and to the testimony 
of others we must resort to do his memory justice, and for
tunately it is explicit and indubitable. 

His mind was much disturbed by the conflict of argu- , 
ments that presented themselves, and it :is fairly pictured in 
an account written by his brother, Colonel Thomas Rodney, 
and which I have been permitted to transcribe from the 
original manuscript. 

"_In the year 1776, when independence began to be agi
tated 111 Congress, General Rodney, who, with Mr. McKean 
and Mr. Read, then representing Delawar,e in the Congress1 

came home to consult his friends and constituents on that 
important question. • 

" He comni. unicated the matter to his brother Colonel . ' 
Rodney, and observed that he had a great deal at stake, and 
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that almost all his old friends in Congress were against it, 
particularly Andrew Allen, Joht1 Di'ckson, Robert Morris 
and his colleagtte, George Read, and that it must of neces
sity eventually injure the proprietor and all his friends, for 
whom he had a very great friendship and regard ; that in 
every point of view the question was important, and it would 
be difficult to say what might be best; that on one side stood 
a doubtful experience and a bloody war, and on the other 
unconditional submission to the power of Great Britain ; that 
those who were against deciding now argued that there was 
yet a possibility of reconciliation on constitutional princi
ples, but if we declared ourselves independent all expecta
tions of reconciliation would be cut off. On the other side, 
he argued that while we conti11ued in our present situation 
no foreign nation could enter into alliance with us or afford 
us any public friendship; that all our dependence being on 
foreign firearms, ammunition and other supplies, we had no 
way to obtain them but in a clandestine manner, which 
could not possibly enable us to oppose the power of Great 
Britain ; that she was exerting herself in every part of 
Europe to prevent our getting supplies i that she had de
clared us out of her pr.~tection, and was making every kind 
of exertion in her power to reduce us to unconditional 
submission ; that all her conduct so fully induced this inten
tion that no hope of 1·econciliation on constitutional princi
ples couM possibly remain.', 

With such contending forces in his mind, Mr. Rodney 
had left Philadelphia, where Congress was in session, and 
was actively exerting himself in Delaware to organize the 
community into military efficiency to subdue discontents and 
promote harmouy_of action in the cause of liberty. 

. Whilst he was so occupied in Kent and Sussex counties, 
the issue proclaiming the colonies independent was made in 
Congress, where Th_omas McKean ~nd George Read were in 
attendance, and their views were not in accord on this vital 
qut::stiou. 



On June 7th Richard Henry Lee, of Virginia, offered 
a resolution, "that the United States are, and ought to~be, 
free and independent States, and that political connectio,n 
with Great Britain ought to be dissolved." 

This resolution was discussed with closed doors and 
passed the next day by the very close vote of seven States to 
six. 

The secret journal contains no note whatever of this 
resolution, nor of the appointment of the committee of 
which 'fhotnas Jefferson was the chainnan, to prepare ;\ 
Declaration of Independence. 

It was felt that unanimity was so requisite that the 
determination of the question was postponed nntil July 1st. 
On July 1st a vote was again taken, and nine colonies voted 
in favor and Pennsylvania and South .Carolina against it. 

The vote of Delaware was not cast, because McKean 
and Read voted on opposite sides, and the delegates from New 
York were excused from voting by reason of the doubtful 
nature of their instructions. 

1t was at this juncture that Thomas :VIcKean, who 
strongly advocated tl1e Declaration of I ndependence, dis
patchec] a mounted messenger to ride post-haste to Dover for 
Cresar Rodney, and bid him speed to Philadelphia, where on 
the 4th of July, the qnestion was to be finally voted upon 
and determined. 

I can discover no entry in the secret jonrnal under any 
other dates between Jnne 24th and July 17th, except July 8th 
and nth (neither of which minutes contains any reference 
to the question of independence), either of Lee's resolution 
nor the .declaration committed to Jefferson and his four asso
ciates for preparation. 

But under the date of 19th of Jn1y the f~llowing resolu
tion is recorded: 

"'l'hat the declaration passed on the 4th, be fairly en
grossed on parchment, with the title and style of 'TuE 
UNANIMOUS DEC LARA. TION OF THE 'l'HIRTEEN UNnrm STA TES 
OF AMERICA,' and that the same, when engrossed, be signed 
by every member of Congress." 
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On the 2d of August the minutes state: "The Declara
tion of Independence being engrossed and compared at the 
table was signed by the members.'' 

1'his last statement is inaccurate and mis1eading, as it is 
certain that several members whose names appear upon 
the document did not become members until the month of 
November following, so that the time when the respective 
signatures were made is not authenticated and many subse
quently signed the Declaration who had voted against its 
adoption. But the share of our patriot, Ca!sar Rodney, is 
the point now under examination. Eighty long miles 
lay between Dover in Delaware and Philadelphia. Mr. 
McKean's messenger conld. not have been dispatched until 
lat~ in the afternoon of July 1st, after the adjournment, and 
it must have been a remarkable horse or a relay that could 
bring him to Dover before tl1e night of July 2d. 

At one of 11is. farms, "Byfield" or "Poplar Grove," 
several miles out from Dover, he must have found Mr. Rod
ney, and when McKean':, message was received, you may 
know how little time was there for dainty preparation, barely 
enough for tightening of saddle girths and buckling on of 
spurs, before the good horse stood ready to be mounted, and 
our hero began his immortal ride on that hot and dusty July 
day, to carry into the Congress of the Colonies the vote he 
·held in trust for the people of Delaware, and which was 
needed to make the Declaration of American Independence 
the unanimous act of thirteen uni tecl States. 

More than a century has rolled by since that eventful 
ride; rider and steed have long since tnrned to dust, but the 
echoes of th0$e flying hoofs will reverberate in American ears 
like the footfalls of fate, 

"Far on in summers that we shall not see," 

and the great heart of the nation will throb with emotion 
when the story is told, and told again, of the ride of Rodney 
bearing the message of the little State to her sisters in a glo
rious confederacy. 



The genius of Longfellow and the skill of the sculptor 
have aided to perpetuate in verse and marble the memory of 
Paul Revere, of Boston, ''t·he messenger of the Revolution,'' 
and h is midnight ride before the battles of Concord and 
Lexington. 

I rejoice that such just tribute should be rendered, nor 
would I take one leaf from that patriot's chaplet, nay, indeed 
would point to.the example of the people of Massachusetts in 
thus commemorating, as is their wont, one of-their own 
citizens, as worthy of being followed in this State, and 
it may well be asked if the ride of Paul Revere has been so 
kept in men's memories, w~1y should not the infinitely greater 
and more important service of Rodney to the united colonies 
'be even more impressively marked by us? 

W ithin a few days a letter has been placed in my hands 
by Mr. John M. C. Rodney, of W ilmington, addressed to his 
grandfather, Cresar Augustus Rodney, by Thomas McKean, 
dated at Philadelphia, A..ugust 22, 18I3, which has never 
been published, al though a letter of similar tenor was 
written by Mr. McKean to John Adams, in January 1814, 
and is to be found in the roth volume of Mr. Adams' 
works. From the absence of any note or commentary by 
Mr. Adams on Mr. McKean's statements, it may be assumed 
that he concurred in them. 

B,ut here is Mr . .McKean's account of his own and Cresar · 
Rodney's vote for the Declaration of Independence, or the 
resolution to declare independence on July 4, 1776: 

PnILADRLPHrA, Aug. 22, 1813-

DEAR Sm :-Your favor of the 22d last month, with a 
copy of the journal of the Congress at New York, in October 
I765, printed in the Baltimore "Register," came safe to 
hand. Not having heard of this publication, I had the pro
ceedings of that body- not the whole-reprinted here about 
two months ago, from a copy I found in the 1st vol. of 
"American Tracts," contained in four vol umes octavo, edi
ted by I. Almon, of London, in 1767. Such an important 
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transaction should not be unknown to the fotnre hist01ian. 
I recollect what passed in Congress in the heginuil1g of July 
1776 respecting independence; it was not as you have con
ceived. On Monday, the 1st of July, the question was taken 
in the committee of the whole, when the State of Pennsyl
vania, represented by seven gentlemen then present, voted 
against it. Delaware, having then only two representatives 
present, was divided ; all the other States voted in favor of 
it. Whereupon, without delay, I sent an express, at my own 
private expense, for your honored uncle, Cresat Rodneyl 
Esquire, the remaining member for Delaware, whotn I met 
at the state ho.i:tse door, in his boots anei spurs, as the mem
ben; were assembling. After a friendly salutation, without a 
word on the business; we went into the hall of Congress 
together, and found we were among- the latest. Proceedings · 
ithme<liately commenced, and after .a few minutes the great 
question was put. \Vhen the vote for Delaware was call,ed, 
your uncle arose and said: "As I believe the voice of my 
constituents and of all sensible and honest men is in favor of 
independence my own judgment concurs with them, I vote 
for independence,'' or in words to the same effect. The 
State of Pennsylvania on the 4th of Jnly (there being only 
-five members present, Messrs. Dickinson and Morris, who 
had in the committee of the ~ hole v9ted against independ
ence, were absent,) voted for it ; three to two, Messrs. Will
ing and Humphries in the negative. Unanimity in the thir
teen States, an all important point in :;o great an occassion, 
was thus obtained; the dissention of a single State might 
have produced very dangerous consequences. 

Now that I am on this subject, I will tel1 you some 
truths not general 1 r kuow11. In the printed pub] ic journal of 
Congress for 1776, Veil. 2, it would appear that the Dedara~ 
tion of Independence was signed 911 the 4th of J nly by the 
the members whose ·names are there inserted, but the fact is 
not so, for 110 person signed it on that day, nor for many days 
after, and among the names subscribed, one was against it, 
Mr. Read, and seven were not in Congress on that day, 
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namely, Messrs. Morris, Rush, Clymer, Smith, Taylor, and 
Ross, of Pennsylvania, and Mr. Thornton, of New Hamp
shire, nor were the six gentlemen last named at that time 
members; ,the five for Pennsylvania were appointed delegates 
by tl1e convention of that State on .the 20th of July, and Mr. 
T hornton entered Congress for the first time on the 4th of 
November following-; when the names of Henry Wisner, of 
New York, and Thomas McKean, of Delaware, not printed 
as subscribers, though both were present and voted for ' i nde
pendence. Here false colors are certainly hung- ont; foere 
is culpability somewhere. What I can offer as an apology or 
explanation is, that on tl1e 4th of July, 1776, the Declaration 
of Independence was ordered to he eng-rossed in parchment, 
and then to be signed, and l have been told that a resolve 
had passed a few days after am1 was entered on the secrd 
journal, that no person shonld have a seat in Congress during 
that year nntil he should l1ave signecl the declaration, in 
order, as l l1ave been given to 1111<lcrstand> to pi-event traitors 
or spies from wonniug themselves among ns. I was not in 
Cong-res:,; after the 4th for some months, having marched 
with my regin1cnt of associators of this city, as Colonel, to 
support General Washington, nntil a flying camp of ten 
thousand men was completed. When the associators were 
discharged I returned to Phill delphia, took my seat in Con
gress and then signed the rledaration on parchment. 'Two 
days after I went to New Castle, joined the convention for 
forming a constitution for the future government of the State 
of Delaware, having- been elected a member of New Castle 
county, which I wrote in a tavern without a book or any 
assistance. You may rely on the accuracy of the foregoing 
relation. It is foll _tim e to print and publ ish the secret jour
n al of Congress during the revolution: • I have thns a nswered 
your request, and trnst it may reform errors. Accept, 
rlear sir, my best wishes for yonr happiness. 

'fttoS. :-.1cK F,AN. 

Cresar A11gnst11s Ro<lnev, Hsqnire. 

I have a fac-simile of the Declaration of Independence 
upon · which the names of the De fa.ware representatives all 
three appear, bnt in the first volnmc .of the l,aws of Dela
ware, at page 78 of the appendix, the declaration and the 
names of the signers are printed and that of 'fhomas Mc
Kean is omitted. lt is true that at the end of the volume, 
in type :so small as to be almost illegible, in the addenda M 
errata, an explanation is given, but as the ,volume of the 
lawi-; was not pnblishcd until 1797, it is proper that so serious 
and tmjnstiliable an omisi-;ion should be emphatically cor
recte<l. 

Mr. McKean's own letters are ample evidence of the 
fact, not only of his mere vote and signature, but that to his 
energy and influence the presence of Rodney at the supreme 
moment was in large measure due. 

On July 27, 1776, the Delaware Assembly met and 
took into consideration the resolution ·of Congress for carry
ing out the Declaration of Independence and suppressing all 
authority of Great Britain and establishing a government 
npm; the authority of the people. • 

A convention was called consisting of ten delegates 
from each connty to meet in convention at New Castle on 
the 27th of A ngust. 

'l'his convention met at New Castle on August 27, 1776, 
and agreed 11pon a constitution of the government of THE 
DELAWARE STATE, formerly styled the Government of the 
Counties of New Castle, Kent and Sussex upon Delaware. 

This constitution, on September 20, 1776, and a notable 
Declaration of Rights and Fundamental Rules of the Dela
ware State, was promulgated September n, 1776. 

The provisiom; of this document are wel1 worthy of 
study, and it will 1Je found in full on page 79 of the ap
pendix to the fir:;t volnme of the Delaware T,aws. 

Of this convention George • Read was president and 
James Booth, secretary. 

If, as Mr. McKean states in the letter l read to yon 
Just now, he "wrote this constitution in a tavern in New 
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Castle, without a book or any assistance," it is a monument 
alike to his powers as a draughtsman and his knowledge of 
the common law of England. 

In pecember 1777 Mr. Rodney was again chosen a Rep
resentative in. the Continental Congress, thus combining 
civil with military duty, and performing both with ceaseless 
activity. This was the rule and not the exception. 1~homas 
McKean's signature to the Declarl;Ltion of Independence was 
delayed several months, because he had to march at the head 
of hi.5 regiment before the instrument could be engrossed. 
The minutes of the Delaware Council in January 1777, show 
that a messenger was dispatched with letters from ·the speaker 
to Colonel Collins and Captain Richard Bassett, members of 
the Council, requiring their attendance, if consistent, with the 
service they were then engaged in in the army under 
Genera} Washington. 

The geographical position of the peninsula on which the 
State of Delaware lies, renders the territory between the 
two great bays of the Delaware and Chesapeake, penetrated 
at countless points by estuaries, peculiarly assailable. 

Few indeed were the homesteads which were not Hable 
to sudden night attacks and clepredation by parties landed 
from British armed vessels. 

The strategetical sig-nificance of the peninsnla in those 
early days of imperfect and difficult lines of inland connnuni
cation and transportation can well be comprehended, and the 
enemy having complete control of the water approaches, it 
became a cause of constant <1;nxiety wi th Washington and his 
compatriots to anticipate and thwart their plans of attack. 

The inhabitants of lower Delaware were peculiarly ex
posed, and were left entirely to their own means of protection. 

We had no navy and r have been unable to discover 
that any armed forces from tlie Contiuental armies were ever 
during- the war detailed for their defence and shall presently 
refer to the number of troops recruitecl for the Continental 
armies from this State, thus lessening their powet for local 
self-defence. As early as May w, 1776, Congress comrnu-

S3 

nicate<l to General Washington the rcs11lts of an encounter 
in the Delaware River in which the British men-of-war, the 
Roebuck of 44 guns and the Liverpool of 24 gnns, were 
driven hy the fleet of armed boats called go11dolas from the 
mouth of Christiana Creek down to Reedy I::;lan<l. 

But as these armed boats were maintained chiefly for the 
defence of the port of Philad0l-1Jhia, they did nothing to pro
tect the inhab'itants of J,ewes and other points in the lower 
Delaware. I find a letter °from Col. Haslet to the Congress 
written from Lewes on April 9th, reporting the capture of a 
1ieutenant and three soldiers from the Roebuck; they having 
been off on some expediti011 and driven on shore. 

In his interesting and valuable compilation of the life 
and letters of George Read, Mr. \Villian1 T. Read lrns pub
lished a letter writ1cn by Washington's order to General 
Read, notifying him that a fleet of thirty-six sail had just 
left Staten Tsland to effect an nnion "\Vith Lord Howe and 
seeking- information as to their point of landing. 

Their extensive water front was a constant invitation to 
attacks and emboldened the lhitish emissaries and sympa
thi7.ers. British vessels patrolled Delaware Bay, holding fre
quent communication with the shore, landing at night and 
causing terror to th~ inhabitants. 11r. McKean wrote to J olm 
Adams that when after the la11<li11g of General Howe at t11e 
head of the Elk River in Angnst 1777, he (McKean) was 
excuting the duties of the President of Delaware, that he 
"was lmnted like a fox," was compelled to move his family 
five times in a few months, and at last hid them in a little 
log honse on the ha11ks of the Susquehanna, from whence 
they were soon obliged to move from fear of the Indians. 

So open to assault from the sea was the peninsula, and 
liable to be occupied and made the base of hostile expeditions, 
t11at in l781 when the expedition 1111der Benedict Arnold was 
being fitted out at N cw York, and with which l1e so ruthlessly 
ravaged the country adjacent to the Rappahannock and.James 
rivers in Virginia, it was feared that the landing- would be 
on thi:; peninsula; whereupon to prevent its occupation by the 
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enemy, Congress actually decided that the only measure was 
to denude the region in question of all its live stock, provi
sions arid supplies, and starve the inhabitants in order to 
deprive the enemy of support in case they should decide to 
land. 

A regiment of horse under Colonel Morland was 
charged with the execution of this order of devastation, but 
Rodney's arrival in Philadelphia and his representations and 
stout resistance caused a modification of the order and a re
duction of the force to a single company. This company 
was ordered not to proceed further than Christiana bridge 
until the commander should have personally waited upon 
President Rodney at Dover and President Tilghman on the 
eastern shore of Maryland, and had learned their judgments 
in the n1atter, by which he was to be governed. 'rhis was 
the last of the proposition to desolate our own territory by 
the forces of our own government. 

Although this liability to invasion all along our ex
tended water front caused great anxiety and much ground
less suspicion, and gave rise to many wild rumors of insurrec
tion against c?lonial authority, yet T am bound to say that 
the records of these times, so far as I have read them, dis
close a great alertness on the part of the colonists and prompt 
and vigorous investigation, which never ended in any very 
important discovery of danger. 

'rhus I find the case of Mr. Robert Holliday was con
sidered of sufficient importance to record it in the American 
Archives, and its recital may give not an unfair idea of the 
action of the patriots of Kent towards suspected persons. On 
May ~, 1775, the Committee of Inspection at Dover had laid 
before them a letter from the President of the Committee on 
Correspondence, as follows, which may amuse as well as in
struct as to the condition of affairs: 

To the Commi'ttee ef Correspondence far Kent county, on Del
aware: 
"I acknowledge to have wrote a piece (and did not sign 

it), since said to be an extract of a letter from Kent county, 
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on Delaware, published in Humphrey's "Ledger," No. 3. It 
was not dated from any place, and is sotnewl1at altered from 
the original. I folded it up and directed the :;ame toJoshUa 
Fisher and sons. I had no intention to have it published, 
and further let them know the author thought best it should 
not be published, nor did I think they would. lam sincerely 
sorry I ever wrote it as also for it5 being published, and hope 
I may be excused for this my first breach in this way, and' I 
intend it shall be the last. RoBER'r E-:(OLLIDAY." 

Resolved unani'nwusly, That this be not satisfactory, 
aud that Mr. Holliday be requested to attend the Committee 
at their next meeting, on 'I'nesday the uinth instant, then to 
give further satisfaction for the gross misinterpretation of the 
people of this country, by said letter, froin which an extract 
was published in Humphrey's ' ' Ledger. '' 

'l'uESDA v, May 9th, P. M. 

The committee met according to adjournment, when 
Mr. Holliday appeared and offered to make the necessary 
concessions for his conduct. 

On motion, Resolved, 'I'hat a committee be appointed to 
draw np Mr. Holli.day's concessions in writing. 

This being done, Mr. Holliday waited on the committee 
with his concessions, drawn up in the form of an address, as 
follows: 

To lite Committee o.f Inspection /or Ifent County,on Delaware: 

GEN'I'LRMTCN:-With sorrow and contrition for my weak
ness and folly, I confess myself the author of the letter from 
which an extract was published in the third number of 
Humphrey's "T.,edger," said to be from Kent county, on 
Delaware, but at the same time do 'declare it was published 
without my consent, and not without some alterations. 

I am now convinced the political sentiments therein 
contained were founded in the grossest errors, more es
pecially that malignant insinuation that "if the King's 
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standard were now erected nine ont of ten would repair to 
it,'' coukl not have been snggestcd bnt from the deepest in
sinna.tion. Trne, indeed, it is the people of this co11ntry 
have ever shown a zealons attachment to his Majesty's per
son and government, and whenever he rnised his standard in 
a jnst cause were ready to flock to it ; but let the severe ac-

, connt I now render to an injured people witness to the world 
that none arc more ready to oppose tyranny or to be first in 
the canse of liberty than the inhabitants of Kent co11nty. 

Conscions thai I can render no satisfaction adequate to 
the injuries done my country, I can only beg the forgiveness 
of my ccmntrymen npon those principles of hmnanity which 
may inclncc them to consider the frailty of lmman nature, 
And I do profess and vrnmise that I will never again oppose 
those landahlc measnres necessarily adopted by my country
men for the preservation of Americai1 freedom, bnt will co
operate with them to the utmost of my abilities in their vir
tnons strnggle for liherty, so far as is consistent with my 
religious principles. Rong1-:.'l' Hou,rnAY. 

Mny 9, r775. 
Voted satisfactory. 
Pnblished by order of lhe committee. 

THOMA'S NrxuN, JR., Clerk. 

Another recorded case in Sussex was for the alleged 
selling of some few 01mccs of tea from rt canister, a11d 
some words deemed disrcspectfol to the authorities, bnt I can 
find no report of armed resistance to the local authorities, nor 
do l think the temper of the times, 11or the disposiLion of the 
inhabitants could have nm.de this region a healthy or a liappy 
home for the friends of Kiug Ceorge after Lhe war com
tnenced. 

When tl1e Ro<l11eys. came here from England, i11 1682, 
they bro11ght with them family names, family traditions, and 
the military coat of arms of their ancestors. 

I have here an emlJlazoned copy; it consists of an eagle 
rising, as tl1t: crest, with three eagles displayed on the shield 
ancl foe legeml, "/Von gcnl'rant Aq11il1t' Columbas. ), • 

.... 

' 
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"Haglcs do 110t beget doves," and assuredly there was 
mncl1 more of the eagle than the dove in Ccesar Roclnt:y, 
and I suspect the same might be said of the great body of 
his compatriots. 

1.'lH: great American eagle has never b~en noted for 
progeny of a dove-like character. 

The Rodney family, on both sides of the Atlantic, liad 
the meaning· of this fierce embletn and motto running in 
their blood. During the satne years that Ca:-sar Rodney was 
lending himself, heart and soul, to beat back nritish oppres-
sion from these shores, his kinsman, George Tirydges Rodney>, 
Baron and Admiral Rodney, was a distingnished officer in the 
British na\')'1 and in 1781 encountered ~wd wholly defeated 
the French fleet under Count de Gra:;se in the vVest Indies. 

It is also a fact, 11 ot wi thon t interest to Dela ware, that the 
father of the pious, venerated late Bishop Lee of this State; 
was a midshipman in the British navy, and engaged in the· 
battle referred to. ' • 

1'he name George Brydges Rodney descended lineally to, 
our late venerable fellow citi;,;en in New Castle, a descendant 
in the same degree as Ca:1,ar Rodney, from \.Villimn, the first 
c01ner. 

On Angnst 25, 1777, when Sir William Howe made 
his landing ~t th~ head of tl1e Elk river, General Rodney 
was ordered by 1.1/ashington, who had his headquarters then 
at vVilmington) to gather his Delaware troops in close prox-• 
imity to the enemy, to hang upon his flank, observe and re-
port his movements, harrass his outposts, and protect the 
i>Urrounding country from marauding parties. 

By order of Genernl Rodney General Maxwell and a 
body of horse were posted at Cooeh'1, mill, near the foot of 
Iron Hill, and another body of hon,e was posted at Aitkcns" 
tavern to reconnoitre. 

After an interview with General Washington at Vilil
mington Rodney was ordered to return to Middletown and 
await the arrival of a 1iattaLion of l\Iarylan<l troops, under 
Colonel Riclrnrdson. 

E 



'This cotnprehe11sive and dangerous service Rodney pro
ceeded to execute wilh his accustome.d v:igor, passing person
ally from point to poin t within his field of duty. 

From the unpublbhed papers on file in the Department 
-of State at W-oshington, I liave been able to procure copies of 
three of Rodney's letters ,vritten at the time to General 
·washin gton, which will graphically convey to you the 
activity of the service of Rodney and the Delaware militia, 
and indicate his relations to his Cornman<ler-i;-1-Chief at a 
-critic a 1 period. 

[C.£SAR ROD:-JGV TO GRNERAL WAS!Tf-:-l"GTON.] 

NoxoNTON, Sept. 4th, 1777. 
DEAR GE~.ERAI.:-T took post in this place on Tuesday 

:abont ro o'clock, being the most secure considering my forces 
110t being· joined as yet by more than forty or fifty of the 
New Castle militia, l have some moi:e than fonr hund
-red all bnt those fow above men tioned from Kent, I 
have ha,·c kept out scoutii;g parties rnther more than 
eqnal to the force T now have, and my light horse are 
~very day within,view of the enemy. The nig-ht before last 
they cxd1anged sl1ot with and a1am1ed their cru.np at Canon 
tavern, and last night did the same at Aitkens' tavern. I 
have now two sconting parties of foot out, one of 20 and another 
-of 50, t11e light horse jnst going· ont again. I intend, in order 
·be the more con venicn L for this business, lo move to Middle
town to-morrow, and am in great hopes shalt be joined in a 
few days by thl' militia from Maryland and this State, l1av~ 
'ing advised Col. Gist of your instructions and my situation 
for t11at pnrpose. Jam afraid the New C'lstle m ilitia are so 
intercepted as not to have it in their power to get to me. 
Your deserters and our prisoners have been into me, these, 
·considering the difficulty of sending to vVilmington, I have 
took out and given orders for safe keeping, indeed I have two 
-of them at work repairing our arms i11 that co1mty. P'rom 
these deserters, from the view my parties have had of the 
enemy, a.11d from some landhoklers of this neighborhood who 
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]rnd been surprised into their camp and last n.ight released, 
they seem determined lo push immediately for Phila. Some 
of those last mentioned say the officers, upon being told that 
you had thirty thousand men under your command and 
could have as many militia more as you would be pleased to 
ask, said they wished m ost sincerely yon had 100,000. I wish, 
h ope, and verily believe, you ha\'e enough to frustrate the 
villianous attempts of those enimies of mankind who are a 
pest to good society. 

I am, dear si r, yonr most obedient, humble servant, 
C✓11'.5AR RODNEY. 

P. S.-One of my scouting parties came in this minute 
-and the officer reports the enemy were striking their tents at 
Aitkens' tavern and preparing to march toward Christiana 
bridge a t 7 o'clock this morning. C. R. 

[CA•:SAR RonNEY To GrmB1u1.r. WASHING'roN.] 

MmnLE'l'O"\VN, September 6th, 1777. 
DEAR GB)IERAL:-Im mediately on the reccival of yonr 

letter of yesterday I dispatched one of my light horse witl1 
yours to CoL Richardson, who he fortunati::Iy found at the 
head of Sassafras. Ry the same hand I wrote to Col. Gist to 
-obtain and give me-the best information of the movements of 
the enemy's fleet, and have iuclosed you his letter to me or 
,011 that head. He mentions the xising and imboding of some 
torics, and refers to anot11er letter sent herewith as to those 
mentioned to be in Kent on Delaware. I am apprehensive it 
must be witl1ont foundation, because I have very good intelli
gence from that quarter every day, and have heard nothing 
-of it. Wheu I arrived here yesterday was informed by a 
number of people that four hundred of th e enemy had 
]anded that morning al Town Point, the farthes t point of land 
between Elk and Boheamy, I immediately sent a party off 
that way. The officer has returned and reports that he was 
down on the point and all throngh that neck, and that there 
were none of the enemy to be seen. T have a party of foot 
just setting out to take a view of the enemy abont Aitkcns, 
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tavern, w11ered am infonued they still lie. I had forgot to 
tell you that the officer of the horse informed me he took a 
view of the Elk rivfr, and that he saw but three or four 
vessels, small vessels of war. Before I left Wilmington I 
drew five boxes of cartridges; could nol then obtain a wagon 
to 'bring them. The President promised to have them sent 
immediate) y; however, by some means or other, they ·are not 
come· for want of them I am much distressed, not having 
more 'than four roundc;. 1 think the N e,v Castle militia now 
may, and hope they wi11 join me. 

Sir, your.most obedient, humble sei-vant, 
CASAR RODNEY. 

P. S.-A person just come from Kent on Delaware, 
says there is a report there that a number of torie~ on the 
borders of that county and Maryland have embodied, that 
some of them are taken, and that it is believed they were 
encouraged to it by the Methodists, many of whose preachers 
are in that quarter. 

r C.£SAR RODNEY T·o GENERA I, WASHINGTOK. l 
NoxoN'l'ON, September 9th, 1777. 

I am here i.n a disagreeable situation, unable to render 
you and the States those services I both wished and expected. 
A few days ago I moved from this to Middletown in order 
to induce the New Castle militia in t11is quarter, who had 
shown great backwardness, to turn out, especially as by that
move most of their farms and property were covered. How
ever, all this has answered no purpose, for, though I believe 
most of thei1- officers have been vigilant, but very few have 
come in at all, and those few who made their appearance in 
the morning took the liberty of returning, contrary to their 
orders1 in the evening. Their increasing the duty and setting 
so bad an cxamp1e to the troops from Kent) about four h1111-

dred in number and the only troops I had with me, brought 
about so general discontent and uneasiness, especially as 
they were more immediately defending the property of those 
people, as caused them in great numbers to leave me; though 
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1 must say the ' officers did all they could to prevent it. 
Finding this the case, paid Colonel Gist a visit myself to 
know his situation and when it might l;ie possible for him to 
m ove forward with Colonel Richardson's battalion and the 
militia of the Maryland eastern shore, who let me know he 
was doing- all he could to collect them and would move for
ward as soon as he should have it in his power. The two 
upper battalions of New Castle county have never even as
signed a reason why they have not joined me. Under these 
circumstances I removed to Noxon Town, where the camp 
duty on the few I have with me is k:;s severe, until the qther 
troops mentioned shall be ready to move forward, and have 
wrote this clay to Colonel Gist on that h ead. Yesterday evening 
I sent a party of my light horse to take a view of the enemy 
and gain intelligence. The officer with his men returned 
this morning and reports that he was in Aitkens' tavern 
hou:;e, past :;ome miles through the late encampment of the 
enemy round about that place, saw and was among the fires 
they had left burning ; that the extreme part of their right 
wing was at Cooche's mill, their left toward Newark. This 
intelligence makes me more anxious to collect and move 
forward such a body as would be able to render you signal 
service by falling upon and harrassing their right wing or 
rear. Be assured all I can do shall be clone. • nut he that 
can <lel!,l with militia may almost venture to deal with 
the --. As soon as I can set forward shall advise yon. 
God send you a complete victory. I am, dear sir, 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 
CiESA){ RODN"Ji;Y. 

Two days after the date of this last letter tl1e battle of 
Brandywine was fought with serious disaster and loss to the 
American army. 

The battle of Germantown followed on October 4th, and 
just before that time Rodney strongly urged the importance 
of the occupation of .. Wilmington and capture of the small 
British force in possession of the town, to induce a diversion 
of the enemy. 

Iii 
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Friction or jealousy> however, between the officer in 
command of the local detachment of <'regular>' forces of our 
army and the militia tmderRodncy, defeated his plan> which 
was formed with a view to restore confidence among the 
inhabitants after t]1e reverse at Brandywine. 

On the 31st of March> r778, General Rodney was 
elected president of the Delaware State for the term o'. t:1tee 
years> and as his letter of acceptance is so charactenstic, I 
have copied it from the record. 

vVEDNESDAY A. M., April rst, 1778. 

Gt:1itl1mie11- of !lie Gr:iural Assembly: 
I received yesterday afternoon your message declaring 

me duly electe<l President of·the Delaware State, and am fully 
sensible of the honor done me by the appointment ; but as I am 
too conscious of my own inability to suppose your expectation 
will be answered 1)y my acceptance, I hope I shall be excused. 
l think nevertheless, that at a t ime like this> it is the duty 
vf ~-,e~ member of society to take such part in .the civil line 
,as shall be assigned him by the government> if to1crabl y 
qnalifiecl; therefore if the General Assembly cannot fix upon 
some other person more equal to that important duty, I shall, 
though with the greatest diffidence, accept ; in foll confi
dence, however, that yonr honors will afford m e every neces
sary aicl in the dne execution of the laws> and otherwise sup
porting the civil government as now established under the 
authority of the people; and as the provision made for the 
president is by no means an ample one; that the General 
Assembly would not wish to add to the sacrifice I have 
already made, by which more than ought to fall to the share 
of any one member of foe community. 

CA<:SA R RonNJ::-:V. 

Dover, April 1st, 1778. 

His g ubernator1al messages to the Legislature abundant-
1 y a ttest his unremitting activity in the cause of independ
ence, and his correspondence with parties outside the State 
will show how important was the aid he rendered. 

From the unpu1Jlish~cl files of the Departme11t of State
I have copies of snndry letters from President Roclnev 
during this period of office, addressed to General \iVasJ;_. 
ington am1 to the comrnitkc of co-operation, which inay 
form an appendix to these remarks. 

Two original letters have also been placed i11 mv hands 
by Mr. John M. C. Rodney, one of Sept. 19, 17791 ,to Col .. 
Craighead, aud anot11er of May 6, 1 780, unad!hessecl., and I 
do not feel at liberty to withhold from ym1 the contents of 
both, for Cresar Rodney's O'Nll words, like his own deeds, tell 
best what manner of n1an he was. 

DoVP:R, Sept. the 19tl1, , 779. 
Srn:-Ahont seven or eight days ago I wrote you on the· 

subJ'ect of providing,· in time for the Delaware l{ccrimcnt and 
' . h ) 

then inclosed vou copies of letters from t11e Board on.Var Cloth-, , 
ier Cienernl ancl on tliat head. I i10w beg leavl: inclosc you a 
copy of a late resolntion of Congress I arn just now famished 
with, to the same purpose, and must beg leave, tho' perl1aps 
unnecessary> to nrg-c yonr immediate atteution to this business 
that you clo not nc;.;kct, as soon as possible, to lay a fnll state 
of it before the Board of \Var, and the Clothier General, 
and that you also fnrnis11 me with another, iu order that I 
may be enabled to lay the same before t11e General Assemblv 
at their next meeting, and urge their making· ample vrovi
sion for carrying the requisition of Congress into execution 
in future. 

I am, sir, your most obcdil'nt and 1nost hmnble servant, 
C.+:SAR RODNHY. 

Col. G. Crn.ighearl. 

Dov:im, May the 6t11, 1780. 

Sue-I received a letter of the 24th ult. from the BatolT 
de Kalb> a Major-General in our army, reqncsting an im
mediate supply of cash for the officers of the Delaware Regi
ment now moving· to tl1e southward, to be advanced them by 
this State in consequence of a resolution of Congress, to make 
good to the army the depreciation of the paper currency, a1> 
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it is highly µrohable the (~eneral will not JOlll lhe troops 
before their embarkation at the head of Elk. 1 must beg 
leave to give the officers, thro' you, such answer as I should 
have f,iven him. 'I'here is little doubt hnt the officers' wishes 
:mcl p;rh:1.ps their expectations an: equal to their wants, _ifso, 
their cli.s:1.ppointment mnst be great. l am well acquam~ed 
])(lth wilh their want:: :111d their ,,-vorth, it is therefore ·with 
great conccr11 I tolcl yon thal no :mch resolution as ahove 
written k,'.; been comm trn ic'..lle<l to me by Congress, and that 
·there arc 110 monie'.; g-rautetl by the Ge1iernl Assemby of this 
State snbject to my orc1e1·, in favour of any person, save the 
State Clothier. "\,Vhencver l have it in my power, be assured 
I shall not want au inclination to serve the Delaware officers. 

Tam obediently, C. RonNiff. 

Ca:sar Rodney was a inmal force, and his spirit "infnse<l 
itsdf thronghont the community in \Vh_ich he lived .. 

N O aecnratc eensns of the popnlahon of the 11111011 was 
:attempted until r790, and tl1e eslimates prior to that date _dif
fer widelv. In April r783, in the diary of James l\!Iad1son 
-of the dellales of the Congress of the confederation, a re11orl 
.of the grand committee is published, ·wherein the talile ~f the 
population of the several States is given "npon the best rnfor
mation thev could obtain;'' fonr oi-,ly of the -States produc-

, • d f 1 b " ing what they termed '' authentic ocumcnts o_ t 1e nnm_ er. 
Hv this the total number of the inhabitants 111 the tlurteen 
States was 2,359,300; Virg·inia l)eing foremost in populatio11, 
l\Iassachusetts second, Pennsylvania third, and New York 
having fe;ver than Connecticnt. 

• Dela-ware, the least of all, had bnt 35,000 so~1ls, and of 
these 35,ooo at least 2000 we1-c negro slaves, _leavmg 3_3,000 

,vhite people of all ages. Assuming a nnmencal eqnahty of 
the sexes, there were 16,500 males. By the present rnle of 
<lraft and conscription, all males (not disabled) between the 
ages of eighteen a11d forty-four are considered as available 
for militarv service. 1'his ratio hy lhe census of r88o was 
a fraction c;ver twenty per cent. or 011c-fiftl1 of the male ·pop-

nlation. 

Ry the Delaware regulation in r 776 the age of mili
tary service was from sixteen years to fifty. If the to/a/ force, 
making 110 allowance for invalius under lhis last estimate, 
had been called out in 1783, Delawa1-e wonld have contribu
ted 2125 meu, or under the present rnle as to military age 
1700 me11. 

Tb ere is, however, 1w authenticated and com 1)lete roster 
-of the Continental armies of the revolutionary period. 

In this State T know of no one with better facnltv or 
more honest intent for an accurate ascertainment of the 
number of men who marched from Delaware to fight the 
battles of American i ndepe11dence, than the late Judge 
William G. Whiteley. 

1n a carcfull y pre pare,1 acklrcss at the cen tenu ial eel e
b ration in 1876, in Philadelphia, Jndge Whiteley stated the 
number of men contributed by Dela,vare to the Continental 
army lo 11ave been 4728, exclosive of militia battalions and 
companies raised for home protectiou. 

During the late war, to prevent secession, the vigorous 
•e1)ig-ram was attributed to General Grant that the government 
of t11e late Confederacy had « robbed t11e cradle and the 
grave'' to fill their armies. 

But it is submitted to yon, the desceudants of the "Del
aware men of '76," can any ,-ccon1 of military contrihntio11 
surpass that of our forefathers? 

And such troops ·were they! There is scarcely a 
battlefield all the ,vay from Long Island to Camden in 
South Carolina, an<l back again to Yorktown, in which the 
bones bf Delaware soldiers do not moulder. 1'he testimony 
from all quarters of their courage and devotion is not a cnr
ren t-i t is a torrent ! 

Shall we call a few of the cloud of witnesses? Lcl 
"\i\T ashing-ton, Green, DeKalb, answer. Let the report of 
every -battle in which they were engaged speak for them. 
Few of these brave men snrvivecl the war; as usnal, the most 
daring fell-and in the reaction of distress and poverty that 
succeeded the !itruggle, those who did survive returned to the 

• 
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labor of supporting their families, often c1·ippkd with wounds 
or disabled by disease contracted in the campaigns through 
which they had passed. 

Washington once bitterly described Conway, saying 
" that it was a maxim with him to leave 11 o service of his 
own untold, nor to want anything- that could be obtai11ed by 
importunity." 

To descrihe lhe troops from Delaware his languag·e 
would have been entirely reversed, for not they-nor, alas! 
any one as yet for them-has told the true story of tlH::ir 
services, and they never importuned, even for simple justict\ 
the government they had served. 

Colonel Thomas Rodney, brother of c~sar1 himself a 
brave and good soldier, v,·as captain of the company of Dover 
Light Infantry, at whose head he marched to join Vvashing
tou's army before the battle of Trenton, and snl,scquently 
was engagecl, together with the Delawa1·e troops, at t11e battles 
of Princetown and Monmonth. 

This Dover company, beca\lse of their excellence in dis
cipline and eqnipment, were detailed for duty a5 General 
Washington's headq11artcrs guard, and in the MSS. of 
Thomas Rodney I u,1<l the following reference to th e Dela
ware Regiment:-

"The first Dela·warc Reg.iment when reviewed by Con
gress, at Philadelphia, was acknowledged to be the stoutest 
and best looking, as we11 as the best disciplined of any in tl1e 
army, tl1eir conduct on Long Island in the first action against 
Howe, obtained lhe1n the first character; they ·were the last 
that maintained their ground against the enemy, and when 
they conld stand no longer, being surrounded by far superior 
mun lien;, every other part of the fi.elcl being lost, they fougl1t 
their way, made a good retreat and brought off several 
prisoners. The chief honor of the day on this occasion was 
ascribed by the regiment to the spirited conduct of Captain 
Jonathan Caldwell of Ke11t; for lhe Colonel was absent and 
the T,ientenant-Colonel and Major were men of no previous 

experience, so that by consent, as it were, Captain Caldwell, 
who had hecn an officer in the late war, aurl was a 1mm of 
dari ng a11d 1111dauuted spirit, was admitted d1idly to direct 
the regiment. 

'"l'he Col. Hazlett, being afterwards killed at Princetown, 
and the Lt.-Colonel and l\fajot leading, resigned, the com
mand of the regiment next year was offered to Captain Cald
well, hut President McKinley having oJTendecl him in t he 
manner of doing this, he refused it and left the regiment 
and retired. 

" The command of the regiment then devolved ou Col. 
David Hall, and such ,continued to be the spirited conduct of 
of the officers and men that they preserved their distinguished 
and superior character throughout the war. Adams, Stevens, 
and Holland, all brave officers, as well as the Col. Hazlett, at 
different times fell in t11e field of battle. Hall, Pope, Kirk
wooc1, Patten, Sanghan, McK.cnna11, Jaquett, Wilson, Lear
motte, Cox, ancl in short almost every officer in the regiment, 
signalized and distinguished t hemselves in the course of the 
war. And sneh was their reputation that General Sullivan 
(who had often had the regiment under his command) de
clared in Congress in the year 1781 that they were far superior 
to any other corps in the army And in fact they became as 
much distingnishea" as the tenth leg-ion Wl"\S among- the· 
Romans.'' 

'rhc surrender of J..,ord Cornwallis at Yorktown in Octo
ber :c7811 encled the last important battle of the Americans 
for inclependence. 

The vigor of Rodney and his State did not abate, aud on 
the 19th of June, 1782, I find among resolutious passed by 
the General Assembly unanimously, one to the e!Tect:-

11 'l 'hat the whole power of this State shall be exerted for 
enabling Congress to carry on Lhe war until a peace consist
ent with onr fede ral union and national faitll can be ob
tained., , 
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Six months afterwards such a peace was obtained, and 
the pr_ovisional articles concl udcd in November 1782 were 
proc1anned by ~ongre~s in April 1783. The armistice de
daring a cessation of hostilities was signed at Paris in Jan
uary 1783, and on the 3d of September of that year the 
•definitive treaty of peace was signed, in the first article of 
which his Britannic majesty acknowledged tlte thirteen 
States several1y by name and as United States to be free 
independent and sovereign States, and relinquished all 
claims to the government, proprietary and territorial rights 
thereof. 

John Dickenson had succeeded Mr. Rodney .as President 
of .the State, and was in that office when the preliminary 
articles were agreed to, but it remained for Nicholas Van
dyke, as President, to announce formally to the General As
sembly, on June 5, 1783, the entrance of the United States 
to "an equal station among the nations of the earth." • 

In October 1783 Mr. Rodney, together with John Ban
ning and Richard Bassett, was elected to represent the 
-county of Kent in the T.,egislative Council, and by it unani
mously chosen speaker. 

On April 8
1 

1784, the minutes• recite that the council 
. met at the house of the Hon. Caesar Rodney, Esq., the 
-speaker: he being too much indisposed to attend the usual place 
of meetmg. On that day he signed a message to the House 
of Assembly, as speaker of the council, and this was his last 
recorded service. 

The adjournment ·was to May 24th, when he was too ill to 
attend) and in a few weeks the cruel mala~y by which he had 
been so long afflicted ended his mortal life. 
. C~sar Rodney never married, and the happiness of con
Jugal hfe, which he was so fitted by his amiable 1disposition 
to enjoy, was denied him. There are certain confidences s~ 
purely personal that the right to have them maintained sur
vives. 

Mr. Rodney was too warm-hearted a man not to have 
•cherished an attachment wanner and stronger than friend-

}. I 

ship. Among his papers proofs of such a dedication of his 
love and devotion have been found, but it was not his happy 
fate to form the union which his heart desired. 

It was said of Washington that God gave him no child
ren in order that a nation might call him father; and may it 
not be said of C::esar Rodney that, although denied children 
he has to-day, in the young men of his native State, children 
of his example and character who cherish his memory with 
affection and gratitude? 

Mr. Rodney's will is dated January 201 1784, with a 
codicil of March '47, r 784, and the signature of the testator 
to the latter was affixed by Edward Tilghmnn, Jr., in the 
presence cif the testator and by his express direction. 

This inability to write indicates his extreme debility. 
His will was admitted to probate on July 3, 1784, the 

anniversary of his memorable ride to Philadelphia, eight 

years before. ' , The instrument is unusually formal and verbose cover-. , 
mg twenty pages, with a codicil occupying three more. It 
recites all his civil and military dignities, among them that 
of signer of the Declaration of Independence, and, with the 
natural pride of a man well born, gives his line of descent 
from the first settl~ment of his ancestors in America . 

The will testifies the benevolent nature of the man 
giving legacies for charity and gratification, and carefull; 
providing for the gradual manumission of his negro 

servants. 
His chief solicitude was for his nephew, Cresar Augus-

tus Rodney, a11d as to him his 4evise was most careful :-

" And it is my will and I do order' that my brother, 
T.homas Rodney, have the management and direction of the 
lands, tenements and hereditaments and real estate herein 
before devised to h is son, Cresar Augustus Rodney, and that 
during the minority of the said Cxsar, or until the said 
Cresar die in his minori ty, and I do impower the said 
Thomas Rodney during the said time to farm, lease or let 
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to rent the same to the best advantage and take and receive 
the rents, issues and profits thereof upon the special trust 
and confidence that he apply the whole of the said rents, 
issues and profits in the improvement of the said estate and 
the education of the said Ca!sar Augustus Rodney, paying, 
nevertheless thereout, the legacy herein before bequeathed 
to Christ's Church, in Dover (and that iu three years at 
most after my decease), without interest, and reserving 
thereout a snfficient sum· to . purchase for the said Cresar 
.against the time he arrives at the age of twenty-one years, a 
_good aud complete law library. And it is my most particu
lar wish and desire that my brother, T homas R odney, and 
those hereafter fuentioned to succeed him in the power 
here by given respecting the said estate, cause the said C:.-csar 
Augustus Rodney to be brougl1t up in tl1e reli g·ion com
monly called the Church of England, and be educated as 
liberally in classical learning, natural and moral philosop)1y 
and every other branch of literature that has a tendency to 
improve the understanding and polish the manners as rea
:sonably as may be in America." 

But, alas for hnrnan foresight! all of his discreet plans 
to protect his executors from embarrassment and secure the 
estate to his nephew were destined to defeat. 

The consequences of a protracted and exhausting war, 
after so severe a strai11. upon the resources of the people, led 
to great public and private distress. 

The sale of Mr. Rodney's landed estate was force_d by 
his creditors for the payment of debts, and grossly 
sacrificed. 

The curse was added of a depreciated paper money sys
tem, that blood poison of the body politic, which inflicted 
more injury and caused more distress and demoralization 
than the eight years of war. 

A pleasing description of Mr. Rodney's personal appear
.a.nee was given by his brother Thomas, from whose MSS. I 
here transcribe it :- • 

<' Cresar Rodney was about five feet ten inches high ; his 
person was very elegant and genteel ; his manners gracefvl, 
easy and polite. He nad a good fund of humor, and the hap
piest talent in the world of making his wit agreeable, however 
sparkiiug and severe. He was a great statesman, a faithful 
public officer, just in all his dealings, easy to his family and 
debtors, sincere to his friends; beneficent to his relatives, and 
kind to his servants, and always lived in a generous and 
social style.,, 

And now before I bring to a close a prolix and what I 
fear has been to you a tedious attempt to describe the life and 
services of Cresar R odney, I have a duty to perform which 
gives me especial joy and pride. 

Since my arrival to-day in Dover, a document has been 
placed in my hands which may well be cQnsidercd the jewel 
in Delaware's h istorical crown. 

The parchment I now hold up before you is the original 
ratification of the constitutioi1 of the United States, by the 
Deputies of the State of Delaware in convention on the 
seventh day of December, seventeen hundred and eighty
seven, signed by all the delegates. 

The words of this document and the names of its signers 
should indeed become '' household words '' in every home in 
the State; our children and our children's children should 
be taught what it means and all that it meant at that time. 

'l'o know what the prompt, unanimous ratification. of 
Delaware carried with it, we must recall the perilous uncer
tainty between anarchy and settled government in which the 
f.:ltc of our country then hung. '\iVashington wrote: « The 
constih1tio11 or disunion ru·e before us to choose from. ' ' And 
again he wrote : « The political cohcerns of the country are 
suspended by a single thread.'' 

Early in December, just as Delaware was about to give 
11er decision, Monroe wrote to Madisou : ' 1 The cloud which 
hath hung over us for some time is not likely soon to be di"
pelkd." 
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At such a critical moment the voice of Delaware was. 
heard as she led the way to the ratification of the new con
stitution which, as 'I'homas Collins, President of the State► 
well said i~ his Legislative message, u involved in its 
adoption not only our prosperity and felicity, but, perhaps, 
our national existence.'' 

I trust steps will at once be taken to have photographic 
fac-sirnilies of the ratification printed for dissemination 
among our people, and we may well cong-ratulate each other 
that this precious document has been restored to the light 

and publicity. 
To you, young gentlemen of t:11e Rodney Club, and to 

those of your generation must soon be entrusted the control 
of the State he loved and served so well. 

What lesson will you gather from l1is life? Let his. 
objects, his method~, a consideration of his springs of action,. 

inform you. 
When political action and measures of government are 

proposed, oi;- candidates are presented or present themselves, 
apply the test of Rodney, and ask: " Will this m~asure or 
this man's election promote the welfare and reputation of my 
State and country?'' 

Do not permit the great and real ends of free govern-
ment to be obscured by the passions of party, or of petty fac- . 
tions or self-interest. Lift your minds into a higher and 
clearer and happier atmosphere. 

In our day the creation of material wealth, the result of 
modern invention and the protection insured to it by a gov
ernment of laws, have begotten luxurious living and a spirit 
of plutocracy, widely different from true republicanism, ~n 
insolent and miserable system, containi;ng all the faults of 
an aristocracy and not one of its virtues. This to-day im
perils the fabric of g_overnment reared by Rodney and his 
associates, and threatens to' overflow our little State from ex

terior sources. 
The presence and u~e of money gathered in richer cen-

tres to influence elections here is one of the features of pln-
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tocratic aggression) against which we shoul,f be on our 
guard, and, every m:an who loves the good name of Delaware 
should! openly denounce· it. 

Power is given to Congress to fix the standards cif 
weight and measurement, but other standards are as neces
sary, which no written laws' can supply. I mean the stand
ards of' political morality, of personal and official character 
and competency. Popular conscience and 'the tone of the 
community must establish these, and upon those who 
assume the functions of leadership the chief responsibility of 
setting the example must fall. • 
• There is a class of minds to whom poverty is never 

respectable, but always contemptible ; who continual.ly mis
take bigness for greatness, and who count men and do not 
weigh them. 

To such persons the simple lives of the patriots who 
pledged "their lives1 their fortunes and their sacred honor" 
for the vindication of a principle will ever remain a sealed 
1:iook. 

When Ulysses was tauntingly asked what crops the 
sterile soil of Ithaca could produce he answered 1

' Men I" 
And may not we of Delaware, descendants of the Blue Hen's 
Chickens of the Revolution, afford to smile at sneer or jest at 
our scanty area and population1 and say our best crop is MEN -

-men like C,ESAR RODNEY? 

What will be inscribed on his monument I know not 
' b.ut are there words more fitting- than those of Emerson?-

,' Spirit that made these heroes dare 
To die-and leave their children ftee, 

Bid time and nature gently spare 
The shaft we raise to them and thee.'' 

At the conclusion of Mr. Bayard's address the \Ueeting 
was adjourned to Christ Church Cemetery, wh0 re the monu
ment was unveiled by members of the Rodney Club ancl 
dedicated by the president, after which the presiding officer 
said:-

F 



. "'l'o all present, young and old, this monument, 
erected over the precious dust of Desar R odney, may 
crumble and fade away, but the name of Rodney will live 
in the hearts of every Delawarean from generation to gener-

ation.'' 

The following resolution was offered by Bishop Cole
man and t1nanini.ously adopted: 

Resolved, That the hearty thanks of Delawareans are due to 
the members of the Rodney Club for their patriotic and laborious 
efforts in behalf of this monument, and to the Hon. Thomas F . Bayard 
for bis interesting and valuable historical discourse. 

Benediction was then pronounced by the Rt. Rev. B. 
Wistar Morris, Bishop of Oregon. 

The peace of God which passeth all understanding, keep your 
hearts and minds in the knowledge and love of God, and of his son 
Jesus Christ our Lord ; and the blessings of God Almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be amongst you, and remain with you 

always. Amen. 
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::ot es based !Ila inly on ':Ti lliam P. Frank's Caesar :iodne,y I patriot. c197 5 . . 

Freface1 C.R. named "De's hero for all times and all seasons" 
"De's patriot first, last, and for all time to come" 

Had De had a poet of the stature of Henry 'dadsworth Longfellow, 
Rodney's ride might have been eulogized as was Faul Revere's ride in 
Mass , , A pr i 1, 177 5 , 

Movie and the play, "1776", made C.R. known to the nation, 
Equestrian statue in Rodney Square, Wilmington, gives honor 
C,R, was not a scholar and was handicapped by a facial cancer 

and severe asthma. His life of only 55 years ended soon aft~~ the 
War for Independence was won, 

A - Ancestors and Early Life 

B -

1, William Rodney m, Alice Caesar, daughter of Sir Thomas and 
Susanna Caesar, who can be traced to an Italian Doctor, who 
moved to England in 1550 from Treviso, Italy, English spelling 
would have been"Rodeney," 

2, Wm. migrated to America 1681 or 1682 to eastern shore, Md. 
Moved to Phila, and then to Sussex Co,, then to St, Jones Neck, 
East Dover Co, in Kent Co, He married twice, had 9 children, 
Was active in the government of all J Be counties. 

J, Caesar, youngest son, b,1707 - m. Elizabeth Crawford, daughter , 
of Christ Church clergyman, 8 children. Eldest was C,R, b, Oct , J 
7, 1728 on his father's farm at St. Jones Neck . 

4, C.R. was sent to Latin School.in Phila. whe~ a teenager of . 14 yrs, 
5, C, R:•s father died when C, R, was 17 yrs. Nicholas R ... dgely

1 
·wa·s ··- · ··-· 

named as his guardian, 

Poli ti cal Life • ' ' \· ... 
1, C, R. at age 27 became high sher iff of Kent Co, and for the ~ 

following 29 years served honorably in public office 
2, At age 28 - Register of wills 
J. 1766-1776 - Deputy recorder of deeds, then Recorder of deeds, 
4, Clerk of Orphans Court in Kent 
5. 11 

" the Peace 
6, Justice of peace 
7, 1765 - Elected to the Stamp Congress 
8,1769 - as Speaker of the Eouse he tried to get passed a law 

prohibiting importation of slaves into De 
9, 1776 - Named to De Supreme Court while a member of General Assembl 

10. June 1 1776 - Was Speaker of ::Je Assembly when it declared inde
pendence of 3 counties from British Crown 

1.1, Served as :arigadier General and later Maj or General in De's 
militia· during the Revc ·., ~ion 

12. Served as Judge of De's Admiralty Court 
1J, With Thomas VicI{ean C. a, was commissioned to codify Ge's laws 

- the first such code, 
1,. Served as delegate to 1st and 2d Continential Congress while 

continuing as speaker of De 's Assembly 

15. ',fas President of 0e, 1776-1778 

Note - C. R. held more public offices than any :'.'.ithe:r :Je:e.warr;a:'1 
before or since ~is ti~e. 
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C - Appearance and Personality 
1. We have no authentic portrait of this energetic, but odd

ap~earing man . ne wore a green scarf in public to hide facial 
cancer. 

2, His statues portray him as tall , well-built with a Yery square
shaped face, The Rodney Square equestrian figure - dedicated 
July 4 , 192J , was sculpted by James E. Kelly. Shows c. R. ridin~ 
to Phila. and arriving July 4, ~tis believed he arrived July 2., 
In Rotunda of Capitol in Wash. D, C, the marble statue by 
Bryant Baker - June 26, 1934 - c. R, stands proudly erect, hat 
in one hand and the Declaration of Independence in other hand, 
with his sword reclining against his cloak, 

J, C. R, was a man of great patience and foebearance - not a flam
ing mill tant, He respected conserva. ti ve views and had tremendou_s 
faith in the future of De and his country, In face of many in

dignities by his foes, C.R. carried on his duties for the best 
interests of his nation and state, 

4. Severe health problems, expressed in letter to his brother, 
Thomas June 7, 1768, Thomas urged C, R, not to worry about med
ical expenses and to consider going to England for treatment~ 
Instead Dr. Thomas Bond of Phila, operated, 

D - Personal Life· 
1,C, R, never married, Left few letters, 

Tenderest letter to his Molly (i1ary V1mimg), e1 ther May 27, 1761 
or 1764, He expressed disappointment that Mary went to Phila, 
with the CfieW family, when she.had promised to go with him, 
The Ri~gely family 1s presumed to have a letter written to Mary, 
professing his love for her, 
Letters also reveal his great concern for his plantation ~n St, 
Jones Neck and for personal business affairs, 
Occasional references to his newphews, 

2, C, R,'s Molly married the Rev, Charles Inglis, rector of Christ 
Church in 1764 and died within a year, (Inglis,·a Loyalist, be
came the first Anglican Bishop of Nova Scotia.) 

J, C, R. never forgot the Vinings and had a fatherly interest in 
Mary Vining, the beautiful niece of his Holly, She became his 
hostess in 1777 in Wllmington, where she enchanted Fr~nch and 
American · officers, including General ";,]ad Anthony" ',{ayne of Fa. 

2 - The soldier 
1. At age 28 - ~ember of De's militia, No record of involvement in 

battle during the French and Indian Wars. 
2. Revolutionary '!Tar - Brigadier General and faijor General 

a, 3andled problems of feeding and clothing ~ilitia - also 
paying militia and the Continenta1 troops from De 

b, C. 3, led troops into strongholds of Tory and Loyalist 
dissenters. 

c, C, R. left the state Jan. 1777 to head ~e troops statio~
ed at Trenton, N. J, under Geo, Washington, ~is chief 
function was to forward troops to ]orristown, ~. J. ~e 
was never happy in this situation. A letter fro~ ~eo. 
~ashington, Feb, 18, 1777 eased his feeli~gs, 

d, C. :L later became :;Jajor Ger:eral cf .:)e j;lilitia - :;ar::ed 
by acting prejident, Thomas ~cZean, ~e conti~ued u~~il 
elected President of ~e Sta~e in 1773, 
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F - The Ride to Fhila, -(C. R, left no written records,) 
ftThrough agonizing suru!ler heat, storms and rain. mud and rickety 

bridges the lone rider headed for Phlla, July, 1776 to vote for a 
document that well might put a noose around his neck, Thus a soldier. 
politician, cr.ief executive and delegate to the Second Continental 
Congress, captured the popular imagination of history and virtually 
canonized C, R. as the greatest Delawarean during the Revolutior.aly 
Era 11 

1. June 7, 1776 .. Richard Henry Lee of Va, ":resolved that these 
united colonies are, and of right ought to be free and inde .. 
pendent states." !1cKean and Rodney favored immediate independ
ence. Read opposed, 

2, C, R. called a meeting of Be Assembly in the old State Hous·e, 
New Castle. June 15, 1776 the Assembly authorized J delegates 
to vote as they pleased, declared the 3 counties to be inde
pendent, a "birthdate" of freedom. A provisional revolutionary 
government was set up with C, R. Chief executive. All claims of 
John Penn were wiped out, 

J. Also June 15, 1776 counter revolutionary troubles developed in 
Sussex Co, aroused by Tories and Loyalists, C, R, returned 
home from Phila, before June 30th. 

4, July 1 - Lee's resolution hung in balance, 
5, July 2 - A decisive vote was scheduled. McKean sent a messenger 

to Dover, 80 miles away, Thomas Rodney reported to C, R, that 
2/J of his light infantry soldiers voted for independence, thus 
influencing his brother to return to Phila. 

6, C, R, was 48 yrs, old and th~ ride strenuous, He called for 
his c~rriage, but may have changed to horseback. His route~ 
St, Jdnes Neck to Dover, along King's HWy to Duck Creek Cross
roads to Cantwell's Bridge (Odessa) to Black bird, St, ~eorges 
and on to Red Lion, l'ybout's Corner to New Castle, to Wilmington 
and the ferry across the Chtistina River (now Jd St, Bridge), 
over the Brandywine, Naamans' Harcus Hook, Upland to Gray's 
Ferry and the post route to Independence Hali. There is no 
record of stopping to sleep, He must have changed ho~ses· and 
had some food and drinK. 

7, C, R,'s vote for independence brought a unamimous vote by all 
delegates, excepting N, Y. delegates who abstained from voting 
for 10 days. 

G - The Sarah Rowland Myth (Greatest damage to c. R, image) 
1,Geo. Alfred Townsend and Katherine Pyle told story that C. R, 

was with a Tory woman in Lewes when he should r:ave been in 
Phila,(Towsend's poem was orated in Georgetown, July 5, 1880. 
Miss Pyle accepted it and wove the story into her child's hist
ory, Once uuon a time in Delaware, published 1911,) 
In Townsend 'a poem a Mistress Rowland was depicted as a Sussex 
Co, Delilah, feeding C, R, terrapin and ~ine, snd not delivering 
'T!essages to him, iier maid upset the RoT/-rland plot by t:1rowin!?; a 
packet of McKean letters into 3odney's lap, C, a. was horrified 
and shocked! He immediately rushed to Phila, 
Many Suss:~ Countians still believe this story as true. 

2. 1911 - Samuel 3ancroft, Jr. checked authenticity of this ta~e. 
(:--re had financed the publication of I'owr..send' s poer.i.s.) 

J, Townsend confessed, but claimed he did. ::ave aut':-!c::-ity :':ir 
C. rl., starting his ride from I.ewes, G, :1, 's :::rotl'";er, :'\o:'".As 
' t i ' i - di t \,-. a r .... \,-. e " '"' ... a ..:i. ... " • • ~ s -".,,. '°'.,, 0 

:: ' ,.. nOW8Y8T WTO 8 :1. n ~ ary 1'., vli "'" L·v ·/,~ J.~--'-..& '-• ··• .~ 

fa.r:n :'.",ear Dover. 

' J 
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4 . 1889 - At the monument unveiling at Christ Church Thomas F. 
Bayard, Sr, U, s, Senator from De, U, s. Sec, of State and 
Ambassador to Great Britain didn't dignify the story and 
made no reference to it, 

5. 1940 1 s - Autcgraph collectors among Sam Bancroft's letters 
found Townsend's letter of confession. 

n - Final Years of c, R. 
1. By 1780's C, R. was weakening 
2, 178J - C, R, nevertheless was elected speaker of upper house 

(Today, Lieutenant Governor) 
J. 1784 - The State General Assembly met at C, R.'s home. This 

was really a oourtesy call, 
4. C,R.'s funeral June 28, 1784. Buried on his home farm of 

Poplar Grove, Grave was unmarked for over 100 years until 
Chief Justice Comegys placed a small slab by grave, 

5, 1887 - Rodney club organized to move remains to Christ Church. 
6, 1889 - Monument placed in Christ Church graveyard, 

I - c. R. Memorial at Christ Church 
1. Concern whether or not c. R,'s bones rest there, because of 

deterioration at family plot. 
2. :1arch, 1978 - James B. Jackson of Dover ( the Rodney collateral 

descendent)discovered the forgotten cemetery on the old Byfield 
tract (Historian Harold Hancock feels strongly that Byfield and 
Poplar Grove were the·same) He concluded tr.at it must be the 
family burial ground which 1s' known to have been in use as early 
as 1708, when the emigrant William Rodney was burled there, 
The site from which C, R,•s remains were said to have been moved 
·ror transfer to Dover was on the "Burton's Delight" addition 
which Rodney himself had bougnt in 17 63. · 

J. Other evidence to support Jackson's discovery~ 
a; Of 14 graves at the site, only one is a •brick vault. It 

contains the skeletal remains of a middle-aged man. C , R.'s 
estate record notes a small expenditure to purchase "bricks" 
for C, Rodney's gaave, No other brick vaults have been found. 

b,C,R.'s will directs his brother fhoma~ to erect a brick 
wall around the family burial ground and evidently a foundatior. 
trench for such a wall was built. However, c.a. 's estate was 
so depleted there was not enough money to build a wall, His 
lands were finally sold at a sheriff's sale, on the 4th of July 

c, The De Division of Historical and Cultural Affairs con
ducted an examination of t~e area, There could be a possibility 
that C, R.'s remains be moved to Christ Church. 

4 , For time being we should refer to the Christ Church grave 
site as a ":,Jemorial" to C . .R, • 

Note - ~ , h1 d 0 d f r th tua·~ .• .J.g. _y reco-:r.men - or .. ur . er s .; : 
~ de ~~or-e ~ edi~or ·e~~~~s ~~ a~~ ~ro~ :aesa rs ~•Y n, u"C"-;; e .. .J. _ v , .L.,. i.., ._...-.J... •..}'-' 1, . ...... _ •• • 

Pu~listed by Sistorical Society, 1933 
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Rodney's · 
grave--
It waa nearly 200 years 

ago that Caear Rodney, 
Delaware's m0&t famous 

; Revalutimary War hero, 
: died and WU DUried. 
_ It hu been 90 years since 
: his burial place was 

chanpd lrotn the nu-al .SL . 
Jo~ Neei: area outside 

: Dover· to the graveyard of 
Christ Episcopal Church, a 
~ock Crum The Green in the 
center of Dover; 

An~ \t has been nearly a 
week· now since the • public 
at ~e- learned what a 
collateral descendent of 
camar Radney had long 
st11pected - that Caesar 
Rodney's remains- were 
almost surely mt moved to 
Dover nearly a oezrtury ago. 
Instead they remain in a 
long.forgotten Rodney 
family plot. 

How this major histcrical 
find came about is almost 

as . interesting as the 
discovery itself. 

James B. Jackson of 
Dover is the Rodney 
collateral descendent whose 
long interest in Delaware 
historical research ,ind the 
Rodney family in particular 
finally led to the discovery 
of the forgotten cemetery. It 
is on the old Byfield tract 
which was the home of the 
first three generatio~ of 
the Rodney family in Kent 
County. 

Despite all the evidence 
that the grave J ackaon and 
his two sons discovered in 
March is actualJy that of 
Caesar Rodney, Jackson is 
reluctant to • state 
categorically that the brick 
vault contai1JS Rodney's 
remains. He wants to niake 
sure that all possible · ob
jections and arguments to 
the contrary. are heard 
before the claim is officially 
made. ,-

Jackson chanced to look 
up specific information 
about the Byfield tract 
beca111e of a (ltlfBtiqn asked 
about the Rodney cemetery • 
by Dr. Harold B. Hancock 
of - 0over. Hancock is a 
Jle.laware. histo.tlan and 
long-time friend of 
Jackson's wbo was writing 
an article on Rodney. A 
copy of a plot of the tract 
(the· original· is. in Penn
sylvania> had been tran. 
sferred to the Archives in 
Dover, Jadcsm learned, 
and upon examination of it 
he was excited to find that 
it.showed a cemeteey. 

He concluded that it must 
be the family burial ground 
which is Jcnown to have 
been in use as early as 1708, 
-when the emigrant William 
Rodney was buried there. ' 

The • ,site from which 
caesar. Rodney's remai.Ds _ 

were said to have -been 
moved for transfer to Dover 
was on the "Burton's 
Delight" addition which 
~odney himself had bought 
m 1763. The two graveyar~ 
are not far apart, but. the 
one on Burton's Delight 

- could hardly have been the 
Rodney family cemetery. 

Other. evidence supporting 
the liklihood lhat It is in
deed Caesar Rodney's 
gra-ve which has been 
discovered includes: 

1. Of the total of 14 graves 
at the site, only one is a 
brick vault. and this one 
contains- the skeletal 
remaim of- a middle-aged 
man. Caesar Rodney· was 56 
when he died and his estate 
record notes a small ex
penditure to purchase 
"bricks for C. Rodneys 
grave". No other brick 

:How the finding 
; came-- about. 

Of the 14-graves, .only one is 

a IJrick -vault, and this contains. tire 

skeletal remains of a middle-aged man. 
vaults have been found. 

2; C.aesar Rodney.'s . will 
directs his brother Thomas 
to erect a brick wall arolllld 
the family burial ground, 
and evidently a foundation 
trench for such a wall waa 
buill What Caesar Rodney 
dtcl not know at the time 
w• that- his estate wu. so 
depleted that there wu not 
money enou&b to build a 
wall, In fact, Rodney's 
laada were finally sold at a 
sheriff's sale, on the Fourth 
of July, no less. 

The archaeological 
examination ol the area waa 
coaducted by C.ara .b. wi.e 
Daniel -R. Griffith and . 
Richard E. Artmy ol the 
Division of Historic:al and 
Cultural Affain-. Ned Heite, 

. state archivist, visited the 
site with .Jackson after the 
-actual discovery by Jackaon 
and hil two sons, C. Terry 

Jackson U and Thomas C. 
Jackson. 

Finding the burial ground 
has- led to other in
vestigation of the property, 
which Is now owned by 
Island Farm, Inc., 
reprmented by Harry Bonk, 
who gave his permission. 
Tnices of former homes on 
the property· have been 
found. 

Jacbon expects that he 
and other c:ollateral 
descendent.I of Caesar 
Rodney will confer at 
sometime to decide what 
should be done now. The 
prospect that the n:mains 
will be moved t.o the Christ 
Church graveyard is very 
much a pouibility. 

Jackson is In no way
critical of Chief Justice 
Joaep~ P. Comegys, who 
back in 1787 had panted out 
what he thought was 
Rodney's grave; Records 

are collected ·and indexed 
now which wen, scattered· 
in private hands then, he 
says, . particularly- those of 
Thomas Rodney, the 
trother whme journals and 
letters ten us almost 
everything we know of the 
man whoee ride from Dover 
to, Philadelphia on July l 
and 2, 1776, meant the 
crucial Delaware vote in 
support of I.be Declaration 
or Independence: 

J.F. 

DovcR PoST 
.I 

Po vEre , OELAW'i'.~c 

3/MA'1 /'l7f!' 

All evidence points to 
newly-discovered grave 

J 
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BY-F!E'lDS, HOME OF" CAESAR RODNEY, NEAR DOVER 

RODNEY'S RIDE 
In that soft midland whore the brcer.cs benr 
The North lln<l tho Son th on the geni11l air, 
'fhrough the County of Kont on nffnirs of Stnte 
Rode Caesar Rodnoy, the clelegut~. 

Burley nnd big und bold and lJlutl' 
In his thrco cornorod hut 1rn<l suit of snnff, 
A J'oo to King (foorgc and his English State, 
Rxlt! Oacsitr Ro:lnCly, tho tlelegato. 

Into Dovor village he rndo upl\Ce. 
And his kinsmen knew, by h~s unxious foce, 
'Twns mnt.ters grave had brought hirri there 
To tho Counties three on tlrn Dclm✓uro, 

·, 'Money u~d men we must lrnve,'' lie said, 
"Or the Congress fails nncl the cause is dead; 

. Give us both, 11nd the: King shull not work his will:' 

q 

!, 
r 

•!,. 

·I 
~!.' • '( ~ 

So.id Rodney then, ''I will ride with speed, 
It is 1i berty 's stross, it is freedom's 11 eed, - _,, 
\Vhen stunds it?''. "'l'o-night, not a moment to spurn, 
Ilut spcotl like the wind from tho ·Delaware.'' 

"Ho, ·s~cldlo 'the, block;· I'yo but .half u dny, 
And t.he Congress site eighty miles uwrty; 
But I'll be in time, if God give me grnce, 
'fo shnkc rny fist iii King George's foco.'' 

Ho is np; he i~ otf, 1md tho good steed flies· 
On the nOl'thword roo.d ere the ''Godspeed" dies. 
It is gullop und spur us thc·lee.gues they clear, 
And tho clnstol'ing rq.ilestones movo nrrcar, . 

It is two of tho clock, and the fleet hoofs Hing 
'l'lrn ~~ioldbury. dust with a olang nnd o cling; 
Three, un<l'with sliwkcm.ed roiu he gullops where 
The rouJ winds down to tho Delaware 

It is four as ho spurs in.to N~w Oo.stlo Town, 
From his panting stood gets qniokly down, 
"Ho, n fresh one,-hnsto, not u minuto to wait," 
And on rides Rodnoy, the dologo.to. 

' .. i'·{'. ' 

' It is fiv\l; 1rnd tlie, beams of the ":'~stern sun 
'ringo tho spires of Wilmington, gold and chrn; 

, Six, 11nd the dust of tho Olrnstor street 
P lioo lmok hrn clcnid fr?m his l~orse' B foe t .. 

' H is 1:(lVBll; t.ho horse-bout, bt·ond ol benm, 
• At tho Schuykill fcrl'y, crawls ov'or tho stream; 

But at seven fifteen, by tho Rittenhonsci clock, 
Ho hns flung hi1:1 rein to tho tu,cm joclL 

Tho Oo11gress hus met, the deb11te begun,' 
And liberty lags for the vote of one,--;-

• When, into the lrnll, not n moment l1ite, 
Wall{B Ci:tosar Rodney, tho dclogat\}, " 

lly Elbridge_ StreC'tcr Brooks, of Somerville, Massacl111setts, 
Author, Editor, Literary Advi~or D. Lothrop C mpnny. 
B- rn in 1846 Mns~nchu~ctt,1. • 

• We urn rmm since tho blood of Bur1ker Hill. · 

Comes n rider swift on u panting buy,~ 
"Hello, Hoduey I ho, yon rnnst save the dily, 
For the Congress hnlts nt a dee<l !:lo grcint, 
.A.nd your vote alone may' docicle its fate.;' ' ' • . ' ' 
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CATALOGUE No. 1236 

The Great Historical Sale 
THE PAPERS OF 

CAESAR RODNEY, of Delaware 
Signer of the Declaration of Independence, Brig,-Genl. of Delaware Militia in 

the Revolution and President of Delaware 

THOMAS RODNEY, of Delaware 
Member of the Continental Congress, Colonel of the Delaware Militia in the 

Revolution and First Judge of the Mississippi Territory 

CAESAR A. RODNEY, of Delaware 
A.ttorneys General of the United States under Jefferson, Consul to Buenos Ayres 

Sold by order of H. N. TWELLS, Administrator 
AND 

Oil Portrait of Caesar A. Rodney, by Chas. Willson Peale 
OIi Portrait of Washington, by Anna Claypoole Peale 

Ivory Miniature of Andrew Jackson, by Anna Claypoole Peale, 
and Ivory Miniature of Capt. Rufus Green 

TO BR SOLD 

Friday Afternoon and Evening, June 13th, 1919 
AT 2.30 AND 7.30 O'CLOCK, P. 1\1. 

0RDE.R Ol!' SaI,E: 

First Sitti1,g, 
Second " 

Lots I to ~so 
251 toen/! 

STAN. V. HENKELS. 
AUCTION COMMISSION MERCHANT 

Fer the ~nle or Books, AntogrRphs, Paiutluge and Engravh1g1 
1804 Walnut St., Phlla., Pa. 

Assistant-STAN. V. HENKELS, Jr. 
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