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FREEMASONRY UNINTERRUPTED IN THE CAPITAL OF DELAWARE FOR 146 YEARS. 

LODGE HISTORY 

The present Union Lodge #7 had its charter revived on June 27, 1857 by Grand Master 
Alfred P. Robinson, naming James P. Wild - Worshipful Master, William Shark - Senior 
Warden, and John A. Nicholson - Junior Warden, after remaining dormant for a period of 
twenty-three years. They first met in the old brick academy on State Street where their 
predecessors had met during their existence from 1809 until 1834. 

After the first year they moved north on State Street to the Dunning Building where they 
met for twenty-seven years. During this period only sixteen men served as Worshipful Masters. 
In 1885 the lodge moved to 22 Loockerman Street where they continued to meet until 1927, at 
which time they moved back to State Street in the Hinkle Building where they remained until the 
present temple on South Street was completed in 1960. In the not too distant future Union Lodge 
will make still another move, this time to a location in the western part of Dover, where the lodge 
will have room to grow in an area of growth in the city. Over a 146-year period Union Lodge 
No. 7 is privileged in having 13 Grand Masters called from their ranks to serve the Most 
Worshipful Grand Lodge of Delaware.* 

The first Union Lodge No. 7, Ancient York Masons, was chartered on June 24, 1809 with 
Willard Hall as charter Worshipful Master. Brother Hall was born in Massachusetts in 1780 and, 
after graduating from Harvard Law School, came to Delaware on horseback in 1803. He served 
as Secretary of State, Congressman and State Senator before being appointed a federal judge by 
President James Monroe in 1823. He continued to serve in this position for forty-eight years, 
retiring in 1871 at the age of ninety-one. 

Judge Hall was best known as "the father of our state school system" on the basis of 
establishing the 1829 school system law which divided the counties into school districts with 
legal authority in the qualified voters of each district to establish and maintain free schools. 
Each district was to receive a fair share of state funds upon the condition that they raise local 
funds; thus, the taxpayers were responsible for the quality of education received in their local 
school system. 



-------------------------------------

Brother Hall, having served Union Lodge as Worshipful Master twelve times (six-month 
terms), went on to be elected Junior Grand Warden in 1809 and 1810 and Grand Master in 1817 
and 1818. By this time the Grand Lodge of Delaware was composed of nine lodges with a total 
membership of 291. Due to the Morgan Affair, Union Lodge became dormant in about 1833 but 
during a twenty-three year period their ten charter members had "brought to light" forty-four 
who went on to distinguish themselves in honor and service to our Fraternity. 

Masonic Light first came to Dover on August 26, 1775, when Lodge No. 18 became the 
third to be chartered by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in the state of Delaware. During their 
twelve-year history they met at the "Sign of General Washington", an inn which stood on the 
Green until it was destroyed by fire in 1863, where the Kent County Courthouse now stands. 
Between 1775 and 1787, 106 men were made Masons with at least twenty of their members 
serving as officers in the American Revolution, a claim which few Masonic lodges can equal. 

A few of these Masonic patriots were Colonel I?avid Hall, whose regiment saw action in six 
major battles before he was able to return to become charter Worshipful Master of Lodge No. 63 
in Lewes and Governor of Delaware; Captain Jonathan, Caldwell of the Company of Blue Hen 
Chicks with their famous fighting cocks; Captain Robert Kirkwood, who risked his life in thirty
three battles before making the supreme sacrifice for his country; Captain James Tilton, surgeon, 
who saved the Continental Army from a typhus fever epidemic, later to become Surgeon General 
in the War of 1812. But the greatest patriot of all was Captain Allen McLane of whom General 
George Washington remarked: "I would not do without him in the Light Corps - no, not for a 
thousand pounds." 

Thus, during the past two centuries of our nation's history, the brethren of Dover have 
endeavored to uphold their responsibility in projecting their Masonic Image to their community, 
state and nation. 

from Reflections on Delaware's Ma.sonic Lodges, James H Hutchins P.G.M, published 1981, 
updated 2003. 

* indicates updated portion 
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FREEMASONRY UNINTERRUPTED IN THE CAPITAL 
OF DELAWARE FOR 146 YEARS. 

Union Lodge #-7 meets on the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month except July, August & 
September. There are no meetings in July & August. The Lodge meets only on the 3rd Tuesday in 

September. Special Communications as called by the Worshipful Master. 

Ladies Ni rht will be held March 1.3 at Felton Fire .Hall. Be sure to attend this fun, annual event as w 
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OFFICERS FOR 2003-2004 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

HISTORY OF UNION LODGE #7 

♦ IN MEMORY OF RECENTLY DECEASED 
BRETHREN 
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~ PAST MASTERS 

~ GRAND MASTERS FROM UNION LODGE #7 
- -

OFFICERS FOR 2003-2004 I 
WORSHIPFUL MASTER MARK A. CLAVELOUX I 

SENIOR WARDEN JOHN A. EBERLY I 
JUNIOR WARDEN JOHN D. HIOTT 

SECRETARY _(?.ARY L. LAING., EJYI, 

TREASURER P. DONALD CAREY, G.M. 

SENIOR DEACON ERIC L. STEPHENS 

JUNIOR DEACON THOMAS E. MORRISON 

SENIOR STEWARD TERRY D. GILLETTE, P.M. 

JUNIOR STEWARD I RICHARD L. SHEHQRN 

CHAPLAIN WILLIAM F. SPRUILL, P.G.C. 

TILER CHARLES A. WELLER 

AIDE TO THE WORSHIPFUL MASTER S. CURTIS C0L-E, P.M., GR,MARStlAL 

OFFICER INSTRUCTOR FRANK R._f0SIER,_E,M, 

Return to top 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
When preceded by an*, the activity is open only to Master Masons 

*February 17, 2004 Stated Communication 
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February 26, 2003 Bring-A-Friend Night 

*March 2, 2004 Stated Communication. Dinner at 6:30pm, Lodge at 7:30pm. 

*March 6, 2004 Masonic Education Workshop @ St. John's #2-New Castle. Designed for 
lodge officers to improve their knowledge and work in the degrees, the workshops are open 
to all Master Masons under the Grand Lodge of Delaware A.F. & A.M. 

March 13, 2004 Ladies Night at Felton Fire Hall. Begins at 6:30pm. Dinner includes 
fried oysters, chicken & dumplings, chicken salad, vegetables and more. Tickets available 
from any officer. All widows of Union #7 members are invited to attend at no cost. 

March 14, 2004 Masonic Home Service at Highfield. Union Lodge #7 will conduct the 
service for the residents of our Masonic Home. Starts at 3pm. 

*March 16, 2004 Stated Communication. 7:30pm. 

*March 20, 2004 Semi-Annual Communication. 

*March 26, 2004 25th Annual Brotherhood Night. Tickets are $25.00. 600 Masons are 
expected at Nur Shrine in New Castle. Cash bar at 5:30pm. 

*April 6, 2004 Stated Communication. Dinner at 6:30pm, Lodge at 7:30pm. 

*April 20, 2004 Stated Communication. 7:30pm. 

April 30, 2004 Grand Masters Class Entered Apprentice Degree at Nur Shrine. 

May 1, 2004 Dover Days Parade. Union Lodge officers and members to participate. 

May 1, 2004 Grand Masters Class Fellowcraft and Master Mason Degrees at Nur 
Shrine. Table Lodge follows. 

return to toQ 

LODGE HISTORY 

The present Union Lodge #7 had its charter revived on June 27, 1857 by Grand Master Alfred P. 
Robinson, naming James P. Wild - Worshipful Master, William Shark - Senior Warden, and John A. 
Nicholson - Junior Warden, after remaining dormant for a period of twenty-three years. They first met 
in the old brick academy on State Street where their predecessors had met during their existence from 
1809 until 1834. 

After the first year they moved north on State Street to the Dunning Building where they met for 
twenty-seven years. During this period only sixteen men served as Worshipful Masters. In 1885 the 
lodge moved to 22 Loockerman Street where they continued to meet until 1927, at which time they 
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moved back to State Street in the Hinkle Building where they remained until the present temple on 
South Street was completed in 1960. In the not too distant future Union Lodge will make still another 
move, this time to a location in the western part of Dover, where the lodge will have room to grow in an 
area of growth in the city. Over a 146-year period Union Lodge No. 7 is privileged in having 13 Grand 
Masters called from their ranks to serve the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Delaware.* 

The first Union Lodge No. 7, Ancient York Masons, was chartered on June 24, 1809 with Willard 
Hall as charter Worshipful Master. Brother Hall was born in Massachusetts in 1780 and, after 
graduating from Harvard Law School, came to Delaware on horseback in 1803. He served as Secretary 
of State, Congressman and State Senator before being appointed a federal judge by President James 
Momoe in 1823. He continued to serve in this position for forty-eight years, retiring in 1871 at the age 
of ninety-one. 

Judge Hall was best known as "the father of our state school system" on the basis of establishing 
the 1829 school system law which divided the counties into school districts with legal authority in the 
qualified voters of each district to establish and maintain free schools. Each district was to receive a fair 
share of state funds upon the condition that they raise local funds; thus, the taxpayers were responsible 
for the quality of education received in their local school system. 

Brother Hall, having served Union Lodge as Worshipful Master twelve times (six-month terms), 
went on to be elected Junior Grand Warden in 1809 and 1810 and Grand Master in 1817 and 1818. By 
this time the Grand Lodge of Delaware was composed of nine lodges with a total membership of 291. 
Due to the Morgan Affair, Union Lodge became dormant in about 1833 but during a twenty-three year 
period their ten charter members had "brought to light" forty-four who went on to distinguish 
themselves in honor and service to our Fraternity. 

Masonic Light first came to Dover on August 26, 1775, when Lodge No. 18 became the third to be 
chartered by the Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania in the state of Delaware. During their twelve-year 
history they met at the "Sign of General Washington", an inn which stood on the Green until it was 
destroyed by fire in 1863, where the Kent County Courthouse now stands. Between 1775 and 1787, 106 
men were made Masons with at least twenty of their members serving as officers in the American 
Revolution, a claim which few Masonic lodges can equal. 

A few of these Masonic patriots were Colonel David Hall, whose regiment saw action in six major 
battles before he was able to return to become charter Worshipful Master of Lodge No. 63 in Lewes and 
Governor of Delaware; Captain Jonathan Caldwell of the Company of Blue Hen Chicks with their 
famous fighting cocks; Captain Robert Kirkwood, who risked his life in thirty-three battles before 
making the supreme sacrifice for his country; Captain James Tilton, surgeon, who saved the Continental 
Army from a typhus fever epidemic, later to become Surgeon General in the War of 1812. But the 
greatest patriot of all was Captain Allen Mc Lane of whom General George Washington remarked: "I 
would not do without him in the Light Corps - no, not for a thousand pounds." 

Thus, during the past two centuries of our nation's history, the brethren of Dover have endeavored 
to uphold their responsibility in projecting their Masonic Image to their community, state and nation. 

from Re ections on Delaware 's es James H. Hutchins P.G.M, published 1981, updated 
2003. 

* indicates updated portion 
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PAST MASTERS OF UNION LODGE #7 

*•DENOTES LIVING P.Ms. 

J1857IJJ. P. Wild 111931 IIHughlett H. Golt 

l1858IIJ. P. Wild ll1932IIWilliam C. Boyer Jr. 

J1859IJJohn A. Nicholson. P.G.M. lj1933IIFrancis L. Turner 

l1860IIJohn A. Nicholson. P.G.M. ll1934IIHarley R. Bodley 

11861 IIMyers C. Conwell ll1935IIHarry K. Heite 

l1862IIMyers C. Conwell ll1936IIBarrett S. Marvel 

l1863IIJohn A. Nicholson. P.G.M. ll1937IIB. Clark Pier 

l1864IIJohn A. Nicholson. P.G.M. ll1938IIMaurice W. Carrow 

l1865IIEdward Ridgely ll1939IIJulius A. Weinstein 

l1866IIJ. P. Wild ll1940IIWilliam G. Bush 

l1867IIMyers C. Conwell ll1941IIAndrew Van Sant 

l1868IIEdward Ridgely ll1942IIJ. Allen Frear. P.G.M. 

11869IIWilliam E. Jump ll1943IIM. Allan Wilson 

l1870IIBeniah Watson ll1944IIThomas C. Radway 

11871 IIE. 0. Shakespeare ll1945IIJ. Henry McDonnell 

11872IIFrank C. Bancroft ll1946IIRobert C. Densten 

l1873IISevern Taylor ll1947IIWalter J. Williams 

l1874IIEdwin S. Anderson ll1948IIM. Eugene Gardner 

l1875IIB. F. Shakespeare ll1949IIBertram H. Blum 

l1876IIE. W. Cooper ll1950IIG. Preston Ward 

11877IIJonathan A. Nicholson 111951 IIGilbert A. Shank* 

l1878IIJonathan A. Nicholson ll1952IIGilbert A. Shank* 

l1879IIJonathan A. Nicholson II 1953IIEarnest B. Lashley 

l1880IIJohn F. Saulsbury, P.G.M. ll1954IIVictor E. Holpp 

11881 IIJohn F. Saulsbury, P.G.M. ll1955IIRalph G. Farlow 

l1882IISevern Taylor ll1956IIGeorge S. Manlove 

l1883IIJudge J. Green ll1957IIRhey H. Smith 

l1884IIJohn C. Gooden ll1958IIMatthew E. Mitten 
===============: 
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l1885l!Jonathan A. Nicholson 

l1aa6llw. E. Smith 

l1887l!Eldad L. Clarke. P.G.M. 

l1888IIA A. Watson 

I1889l!Hiram Reedy 

l1890l!Hiram Reedy 

l1891 licecil C. Fulton 

I1892l!J. Frank Allee 

l1893IIGeor e Masse Jo~ P.G.M. 

l1894l!A. R. Benson 

l1895IIHenry E. Cain 

l1896IIWilliam N. Boggs 

I 1897l!William Saulsbury 

l1898IIW. G. Simmons 

l1899l!James E. Carroll 

l190ollw. L. Pritchett 

I1901 IIReynolds Clough 

l1902IIHenry D. Dorzback 

l1903l!Henry I. Beers, P.G.M. 

l1904l!Jacob E. Kirk 

I 1905l!william P. Satterfield 

l1906lIWilliam A. Kingsbury 

l1907 IIWilliam D. Denney 

l1908IICornelius B. Hope 

l1909IIWilliam C. Jesting 

l1910l!Harry Mayer, P.G.M. 

I 1911 IISamuel H. Carson 

l1912l!Frank C. Bancroft 

l1913l!John B. Hutton 

l1914lIWilliam K. Knight 

l1915lIWilliam K. Knight 

l1916l!Karl D. Dorzback 

l1917l!Jacob L. Soper 

1191 allHoward P. Fenimore 

l1919JIJames W. Wise 

l1920IIJames H. Lewis 

l1921 IIJ. Wallace Woodford , P.G.M. 

l1922IIFrank F. Collins 

ll1959lIDavid B. Bachman 

Il1960IIJohn J. McClearnan, P.G.M. 

I]1961 liHarold S. Bruner 

ll1962 IINathaniel D. Elliott 

ll1963lIFrank W. Vanderslice 

ll1964 JIEarl D. Smith* 

ll1965IIJohn R. Seacord 

ll1966lIThomas H. Cou hlin P.G.M. 

I]1967l!Donald S. Lawson* 

ll1968lIFrank H. Furr, Jr.* 

ll1969l!James A. McWilliams* 

ll1970IIJa es H. Hutchins P.G.M.* 

ll1971 IIA James Wilgus* 

ll1972ll~esse E. Collier* 

ll1973IIJoseph H. Wiggins 

111974IIJohn H. Satterfield* 

ll1975llsamuel A. Wise 

ll1976IIJoseph D. Scott 

ll1977IIThomas A. Erek 

ll1978IIJoe D. Kenny 

ll1979 jlGeorge A. McPhee* 

ll198olIHarry M. Sullivan* 

111981 IIClifford W. Faircloth 

Page 7 of 12 

ll1982 IIP. Donald Carey, G.M. 

ll1983IIThomas I. Moore, Jr.* 

ll1984IIEugene L. Edwards, P.S.G.W.* 

Il1985IICharles H. Ware* 

ll1986lIRodney L. Caulk, Sr. 

Il1987IIRichard E. Wise* 

II 1988IIHershel R. Terry* 

ll1989IIGeorge E. Murphy* 

ll1990IID. Michael Robertson* 

111991 !!Jesse H. Flanders* 

ll1992IIArthur L. Bright* 

ll1993IIFrank R. Foster* 

ll1994IIJohn J. Nuss* 

Il1995lIDavid L. Chidester* 

ll1996IIFrank H. Furr, Jr.* 
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l1923IIJohn P. LeFevre 

l1924IIWalter D. Ross 

l1925IID. Rodney Bice 

l1926JJ1ra D. Townsend 

l1927JIHarry C. Mcsherry 

l1928JIJesse H. Farlow 

l1929IIMilton Dill 

J1930IIBennett H. Emory 

return to toR 

JJ1997JJAdolph L. Friday, Jr. 

ll1998JIThomas A. Frazier* 
Jl1999IIBernard J. Bialecki, Sr.* 

Jj2000JIFrank H. Furr Ill* 

ll2001 lls. Curtis Cole, G.Mar.* 

IJ2002JIGary L. Laing* 

I 
I 

-
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I WORSHIPFUL MASTERS WHO SERVED MORE THAN ONE TERM 
JJ.P.Wild 1857, 1858,, 1866 
[John A. Nicholson PGM 1859.1860, 1863,1864 
JMyers C. Conwell 1861,1862, 1867 
JEdward Ridgel~ 1865,1868 
[Jonathan A. Nicholson 1877,1878,1879,1885 
JJohn F. Saulsbury PGM 1880,1881 
Jsevern Ta~lor 1873,1882 
jHiram Reed~ 1889,1890 
jWilliam K. Knight 1914,1915 
jGilbert A. Shank 1951, 1952 
!Frank H. Furr, Jr. 1968, 1996 

-
I THE 13 GRAND MASTERS OF MASONS IN DELAWARE FROM UNION LODGE #7 

11817 IIWillard Hall (2 six-month terms) 

11818 !!Willard Hall (2 six-month terms) 

11865 IJJohn A. Nicholson 

11882 IJJohn F. Saulsbur~ 

11883 IJJohn F. Saulsbur~ 

11893 IJEldad L. Clark 

11901 JJ Georae Massev Jones 
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11908 JJHenrv I. Beers Jr. 

11919 JJ Harry Mayer 
j1931 JjJ. Wallace Woodford 

J1949 JjJ. Allen Frear 

J1969 JJJohn J. McClearnan 

j1977 jJJames H. Hutchins* 

j1987 JIThomas H. Couahlin 

12002 !IP. Donald Carev* 

return to to 

W1LLARD HALL, PGM 

Willard Hall was the charter Worshipful Master of the original Union Lodge #7 when it was chartered on June 
24, 1809. 

Judge Hall served Union Lodge as Master twelve times (six-month terms) and went on to be elected Grand 
Masters in 1817 and 1818, the first to serve from this Lodge. 

During his term as Grand Master, the first Masonic patents or certificates of membership were issued and the 
charter of Union Lodge No.8 at Port Penn was suspended . He also gained the approval of the State Legislature 
to conduct a $15,000 lottery for the construction of a new Masonic Hall at the Wilmington College Building in the 
800 block of Market Street in Wilmington . 

JOHN A. NICHOLSON, PGM 
In 1865, John A. Nicholson, the charter Junior Warden of the present Union Lodge #7, became the second 

Grand Master from Union Lodge to serve in that office. During his term he introduced a resolution admonishing 
Robert Morris for his compilation of the Webb-Preston work. Despite this action, Past Grand Master Robert 
Morris of Kentucky addressed the Brethren of Union Lodge #7 on August 3, 187 4 and held a public meeting in 
the Methodist Church Hall the following day. Morris is probably best remembered as the founder of the Order of 
Eastern Star before he was finally repudiated as a Mason. 

Grand Master Nicholson also granted the charter for Hiram Lodge No.21 at Seaford and continued the 
dispensation of Felton Lodge U.D. for another year. In an attempt to ensure uniform work in Delaware, he 
requested the Grand Secretary to invite the Grand Lecturer of Maryland to visit the next session of Grand 
Lodge. He also directed that each lodge be required to pay ten per cent of the initiation fee, rather than the 
usual three dollars, to the Grand Lodge and recommended that the Grand Master visit every lodge at least once 
during his term of office. 

JOHN F. SAULSBURY, PGM 

The third Grand Master from Union Lodge No.7, John F. Saulsbury, elected in 1882, had the honor of serving 
two terms. He was re-elected in 1883. He dedicated the new halls of both Armstrong Lodge No.26 at Newport, 
and Hiram Lodge No.21 at Seaford. It was during his term that Felton Lodge No.22 finally became·-cJormant as 
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the result of a fire burning them out. He advocated a uniform ritual and the establishment of Masonic libraries 
by each Lodge. He also authorized $200 to purchase new Grand Lodge Officer Jewels and directed the old 
ones be returned to the Grand Secretary. 

I ELDAD L. CLARK, PGM I 
Eldad L. Clark in 1893 became the fourth Grand Master from Union Lodge. He, like Past Grand Master 

Nicholson, never served as Deputy Grand Master, but served as Senior Grand Warden as well as Worshipful 
Master in 1887. He commended the Brethren for the establishment of a Grand Lodge library and on the newly 
renovated lodge room in Wilmington's Masonic Temple. He reported on the success of the Lodge of Instruction 
which was conducted there each Saturday night. He recommended that in order to secure a competent Foreign 
Correspondent a salary of $50 should be paid annually, even though the price of the Past Grand Master's jewel 
was now $25. 

I GEORGE MASSEY JONES, PGM I 
In 1901, George Massey Jones became the fifth Grand Mai:;ter from Union Lodge. He expressed satisfaction 

with the uniform work being done in District 1, but was concerned over that being employed in both Districts 2 
and 3. During his term of office, a petition was first introduced for a new lodge at Millville which was rejected 
due to a minor irregularity. Finally in 1903 Doric Lodge No.30 was chartered. 

I HENRY I. BEERS_ JR., PGM I 
Henry I. Beers, Jr. became the sixth Grand Master from Union Lodge with his election in 1908. During his 

term in office, Brother Beers laid the cornerstone of Cedar Heigbts Chapel at Brandywine Springs and attended 
the Conference of Grand Masters which was held in Philadelphia. He also had the distinction of being the guest 
of the Grand Lodge of Ohio on the occasion of the President-election, William Howard Taft, being made a 
Mason at sight. Brother Beers also instituted the use of Grand Lodge aprons by the Grand Lodge Officers as 
well as the use of standardized forms by all of Delaware's twenty-two lodges. 

I HARRY MAYER, PGM I 
In 1919, Harry Mayer became the seventh Grand Master from Union Lodge. He dedicated the new Masonic 

Hall of Union Lodge No.5 at Middletown and also attended the first annual meeting of the Masonic Service 
Association which was held in Cedar Rapids, Iowa. He also issued the order for removing the remains of 
Delaware's first Grand Master, Gunning Bedford, Jr., and those of his family from Wilmington's First 
Presbyterian Cemetery to be re-interred at the Masonic Home of Delaware. It was also Brother Mayer's 
recommendation that an addition be made to our Masonic Home to provide for an infirmary for the guests, which 
he felt was long overdue. 

I J. WALLACE WOODFORD, PGM I 
The eighth Grand Master from Union Lodge was J. Wallace Woodford in 1931, who would eventually 

become known as "Mr. Mason" in Delaware. Brother Woodford attended the 200th anniversary of the Grand 
Lodge of Pennsylvania and participated in the dedication of the George Washington Masonic National 
Memorial. His great concern for Masonic education is evidenced by his recommendation that Carl Claudy's 3-
volume set, "Introduction to Freemasonry" be presented to each candidate, a practice which continued until 
recent years, ended by the end of publication of the volumes. Brother Woodford holds the distinction of having 
laid the cornerstone of eight public schools, a post office and a church, a record that may never be equalled. 

I J. ALLEN FREAR, JR., PGM I 
J. Allen Frear, Jr. became the ninth Grand Master from Union Lodge when he was elected in 1949. During 

his term of office, the cornerstone of Hiram Lodge No.25 Masonic Temple in Newark was laid and Ionic Lodge 
No.31 was chartered at Newport, the first new lodge to be chartered in forty-seven years . He was honored by 
being chosen as the speaker at the Conference of Grand Masters in Washington, D.C., his subject being "A 
Legislator Looks At Freemasonry". During his term, the Orville H. Peets oil portrait of Delaware's first Grand 
Master, Gunning Bedford, Jr., which now hangs in the Grand Master's suite, was presented to the Grand 
Lodge. It was his recommendation that a letter of good standing be issued, rather than a demit being issued, 
before a Brother affiliated with another lodge, a practice which continues today. 

I JOHN J. MCCLEARNEN, PGM I 
The year 1969 saw John J. McClearnen become the tenth Grand Master from Union Lodge. During Brother 

McClearnen's term of office, cornerstones were laid for both the Delaware State Police Academy in Dover and 
the new Masonic Temple of Gethsemane Lodge No.28 in Reliance, which he also dedicated. He continued to 
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strengthen the Masonic education of the candidate by instituting the Intender Program through the Committee 
on Education and Leadership, which is now mandated by the Grand Lodge Code. 

I JAMES H. IDITCHINS, PGM 

The eleventh Grand Master to serve from Union Lodge is James H. Hutchins, who was elected in 1978. He 
laid the cornerstone of the Kent County Administration Building and consecrated a new daylight lodge, High 
Noon Lodge No.38 at Newport. He also provided for plural membership as well as modified the admission 
policies of Delaware's Masonic Home. During his term of office he raised over $4,000 among his Delaware 
brethren for the Masonic Service Association to assist the victims of the Mississippi flood and was also elected 
vice-chairman of the Conference of Grand Masters of North America at their meeting in Colorado Springs, 
Colorado. He was the charter Worshipful Master of the Delaware Lodge of Research when it began in 1976. 

I 1HOMAS H. COUGHLIN, PGM 

The twelfth Grand Master of Masons in Delaware to hail from Union Lodge is Thomas H. Coughlin. He was 
made an honorary citizen of the City of Lewes by then-Mayor Alfred Stango, a Mason, and was presented with a 
Kentucky Colonel membership by the Governor of Kentucky. The Bicentennial of the United States Constitution 
was celebrated during his term, and an original dramatization, "The Architects of Freedom", was presented in 
the Scottish Rite Cathedral. Brother Coughlin laid the cornerstone for the new Masonic Temple of Brandywine 
Lodge No.33 at Wilmington. He also issued an edict authoriz_ing a Mason to make a "neutrally worded 
approach" to a non-Mason. 

I P. DONALD CAREY, PGM

The thirteenth and most recent Grand Master of Masons iri Delaware from Union Lodge. His term ended in 
October 2003. While serving as Grand Master, M.W. Carey continued his many years of service to Union 
Lodge by continuing as lodge Treasurer. Brother Carey held the first-ever Grand Master's Charity Ball, and 
oversaw efforts to help the financial situation of Highfield, our Masonic Home, as well as the continued 
Implementation of a Grand Lodge Permanent Fund that will go toward ensuring that our Grand Lodge is able to 
continue programs that will be necessary to the continued growth of Freemasonry in Delaware. 

from "Dover's Masonic Heritage", a paper presented in Union Lodge #7 by James H. Hutchins P. G.M, 
December 7, 1982, and updated by the webmaster in 2003. 
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