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F".'REWORD 

The William M. Henry High S~hc~l is a f,ur yenr unit under th~ supervjsi~~ 
of the State Department of Public Instruction of the Stat~ of Delaware, It has the 
tw~-foJ.d purpose, on the one hand, of prepari~g student~ f~r their life-w~rk, and 
on the other hand, cf giving a thor~ugh ~r~parati~n for the entrance to cclle~es, 
uni versi. ties and sciimtific sch cols• 

It looks upon education as a grcwth, as an enrichment ~f experience, nnd as 
r.~ enlarr.ement of human worth and values. It endeavors t~ use the school environ
nont and the school subjects of instruction as a means of presenting situations 
that will pi_ ve practice in ri~.,ht thinking, right emotional responses and ri~ht act
in~. To realize that purpose, it rlms to have the students not only acquire much 
kt:owledge, but to the fullest extent ,r~ctically apply and interpret it in some 
m~aningful way. 

It recognizes individual differences and respects the rightti cf the individ
ual to develop in harmony with the best that there is in him; nlways, of course, 
with full respect for the rights and interests ,:,f others. 

In brief, the school is a place where co-operative living can be practiced 
under experiene~d leadership, where self-control can be exercisad, where consider~ 
ation of problems af concern t,:, the gen~ral good can be demonstrat~d daily in life 
situations, and where we attempt to develop the best ~ualities of e~ch student. 

It realizes that public education has never faced so grnve a task since the 
very beginnings ~f this Republic as that of charting the w~y for the changes 
imminent in the new adjustments which the people of this country and the world over 
must make to bring order, and peace out of the present ccnfusion and choas. There
fore its program for out-of-school youth and adults will offer training f~r cult
ural and esthotic appreciati~n in the vital educational areas of, education for 
heme and family life, education for conservation, consumer education, education for 
recreation, health education, v~cational training, education in _social sciences, 
and guidance and couns~ling servics. 

It recognizes the fact that our American Democracy is pot to use youth for 
indoctrination as have some countries abroad, but to build with and for youth to
wards a more hopeful and more democratic pattern of living. Therefore, its purposes 
will be to teach students, out-of-school youth, ann adults to think, the will to do, 
and at the same time furnish them with a bodv of information which is essential to 
a reasonable degree of success in their chosen occupations. In short the scho-,1 
sees as its business not only of preparing its citizens to earn a living, but als~ 
to live a life - a democratic life, a way of life that must be learned bv living. 



HISTORY ow OUR SCHOOL 

The 1947 Legislature appropriated $200,000 for a comprehensive high school in 

Kent County, Subsequent to this action a building commission was organized on 

November 24, 1948, This commission was composed of Rev. Jchn L. Johnson, Chairman; 

S, Marcellus Blackburn, Vice-Ch&irmanJ Dr. George R, Miller, Jr,, Secretar:v; 

William W, Shaw; Wallace Woodford; and Peter S, Collins, 

On December 14, 1948, Victorine and Samuel Homsey were selected as the arch

itects for the project. 

On September 23, 1949, the School Building Commission selected the site ad

jacent to the Booker T, Washington school property consisting of approximately 

15 acres. This site was purchased from Mr, Joseph M, Satterfield for $10,000, 

The 1949 Legislature appropriated $650,000, To carry out the distribution ~f 

these funds, a new building commission was organized and composed of: J, o. Willis, 

Chairman; H, Lloyd Jones, Vice-Chairman; Dr, George R, Miller, Jr., Secretary; 

s. Marcellus Blackburn; Peter s. Collins➔~; and Eugene H, Shallcross. 

The 1951 Legislature appropriated $100,000 for the compJ..etion of the project, 

On June 22, 1951, after the recommendation of a committee of lay and professional 

people, ann the recommendation of the School Builrling Commission, the State Board 

of Education approved the name of William w. M. Henry High School. 

The attached Corner-Stone laying program which took place on July 8, 1951 

lists the names of the participants. 

➔~ When Mr. Collins I State Board of Education term expired, Mr, Max Terry replaced 
him on the Buildi~!! Ct.trnmission. 



PLANNING AND CONSTRU7l'ION PERSONNEL 

STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

Dr, James Beebe, President 

Mr, Jacor H, Speicher, Vice-President 
Mr. J~ Ohrum Small 

Dr. George R. Miller, Jr. Secretarv 
Mr. William B, Horner 

Mr. Eur,ene H, Shallcross Mr. Max Terry 

BUILDING PROGRAM BOARD 

Governor Elbert N. Carvel 
Secretary of State Harris B. McDowell 

Dr. James Beebe, Presa, State Bd. of Education 

BUILDING COMMISSION MEMBERS 

Mr, Jo O, Willis, Chairman 
Mr, Max Terry 
Mr~ Marcellus Blackburn 

ARCHITECT 

Dr. George R. Miller, Jr., Secretarv 
Mr. Eugene H. Shallcross 
Mr. Lloyd Jones 

Samuel ~nd Victorine Homsev 

CONTRACTOR 

John E, Healy & Sons, Inc. 

CONSULTING ENGINEER 

A, J, Taylor 



Program for Corner Stone Laying Carmony 
Sunday, July 8, 1951 

of 

WILLIAM W. M. HENRY COMPREHENSIVE HIGH SCHOOL 

DOVER, DELAWARE 

Presiding - J. o. Willis, Chairman, Building Commission 

Invocation - Rev. Edgar Lee Hurt, The Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church 
Dover, Delaware 

America - Floyd T, Hart, State Director of Music 

Corner Stone 
Ceremonies -

Laying 
Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge 
State of Delaware, F, .& A. M. 
o. Oscar Carr~ngton, M. W. Grand Master 

Address - The Honora.ble Elbert N,, Oar.vel, Governor of Delaware 

Benediction ... Reve · Grant Shockley, Wr.,.,.,tocat Me'i;h:;,dist Church, 
Do,:e::·~ Di:.:Jg,w'.ir·e 



OUR STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 

!v1r. Max Torry, 
Mr, J. 0h~·um Small, Vka President 
Mr. Eu.gm1e H. ShoJ.lcross 
Mr. F:cancls Gebhort 

PrGsidont 
Dr. George R. Miller, Jr. Secretary 
Mr. William B. Horner 
Mr. James M. Tunnell, Sr. 

OUR ~DMIN~S':!'RATI_ON_ AND DJSTPJJC'I]QN 

Dr. George R, Miller, Jr. 
State Superintendent of Puhlic Instruction 

Dover, Delaware 

Dr. John Shilling 
Assistant Superintendent 
In Cha::ge of Secondary Education 
Dover, Delawa:ce 

Dr. H.B. King 
Assist.mt Superintendent 
In C~1argo of Elementary _Education 
Dover, Delawe.1·e 

OUR BOARD OF TRUST~§ 

Mr. Robe:.·t H. Rood, Chairman 
Dover, Dolawarc 

Mr, A. B. Pc.rsor.s, Vice-Chairman 
Harri;:Ki;an; Dola·...rarc 

Mr, Martin Roberts 
SmJ·rne, DclawaI·e 

Mr. J. Ha::.·0ld Schabinger 
Felton, 9olawa:r·o 

Mr. mi.yos l<'auntain 
M:!.lfo:..·d, Dolawar0 

Mr. Edwa::-d C::1.b'b.s 
Ca:r.d.on, Delaware 

Mr. Ryn'.3ar W. Sle.ughter 
Clayton, Delaware 

~~PEBVI§ING ~RINCIPAL 

Harley F. Taylor 
Dover, Delaware 

_________ C_,,o.:.::m:.::.p=l,Q!·o Stnff To Be Annoµncod f.;.;:,a ... t_e.;:;.r ______ _ 



MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL 

Promoting Democracv .. Our Task 

Democrac~r really means voluntary coope:r'ation · and teamwork. Events of today 
will indicate that people all over the world have been turning away from democracy 
toward dictatorship, away from voluntary cooperation to social :re¢.ment.ation. 
Whv? This tendenc;r is the inevitable results of our failure to train bovs and girls, 
men and women in the habit of leadership and team work, and voluntary cooperation, 
as well as we now train them to know ~nd to think. 

l 

We have come to a point in Our World's Sooiet:y where we believe there is no 
longer time to sit back and depend on past laurels to carry the situation involving 
the growth of democracy through. Rather, it is a period for courting onlv those 
principles and practices that really count, accepting and pursuing only situations 
that hold promise of peace among men, democratic growth of world society and future 
benefits to all mankind. Education is our sole political safety of our democratic 
wav of life. Our schools must recognize and. accept this as a fundamental respon
sibility. And our citizens must see th:l.s truth w:i.th a zeal that assures their 
total support of our educational institutions. 

Our educational program shoulc'l be designed to include far more than "book 
learning". It should cultivate wholesome personl}.l relationships in school, home, 
church and communitv. It is desti.ned to equip ch;_ldren to establish such basic 
traits as courtesir, cooperat-i. on, friendliness anrl respect for the rights of others. 
It should be geared to Rui.de young people towa.rrl their place in the -world of work, 
to help them select ancl prepare for useful vocations anrl to become intelligent 
consumers as well as prorlucers of l?OOrs. It should develop good citizenship and 
loyaltv to <lemocratic ~.deals. It must be set to promote physical fitness and to 
include adequate provision for wholesome recreation. 

Promoting Community Progress - Through Services 

Our school will promote programs designed to help youth and adults to dis
cover what is important in their immediate environment, to understand and to be 
concerned about community problems, and to realize how the:r can help to build a 
better community. Frankly, we will attempt to see our school as being of the 
community, b~r the community and for the community• 

We will promote special services and make other suitable provisions for the 
exceptional individuals, both the gifted and. the handicapped. Methods will be 
instituted to keep in school those who leave school to go to work. 

Providing Wholesome Surrounding's 

We have, (thanks to those responsible for our school pl~nt) a wholesome 
environment, where learning nnd growth can take place effectivelv and with groat 
ease. At all times we want our surroundings to be safe, comfortable, clean and 
attractive. We will have classes that are not too large and class rooms with suit
abl~ equipment and supplies. In our management of pupils, we hope there will be a 



minimum of coercion ann the maximum of incentive and opportunity for self-direction 
and self-government. 

Preparing Youth For The Future 

Young people now in school on tomorrow, in their maturity will face new pro
blems - new ways of living and working together in a smaller, fast moving, complex 
and dangerous world. They must be prepared to use new tools and appliances, to 
adopt new modes of behavior and to deal with new ideas and situations. Though our 
heritage will to some extent serve them as a guide and landmark, they must be 
equipped to think independently and creatively. Thus our school will recognize 
that it must be a cradle of ingenuity and creativeness as well as a "guardian of 
the permanent good" of what our elders have through centuries of observation and 
expermentation placed at our disposal. 

Makin~ Hay From The Grass Under Our Feet 

History has, at long last shown that there are no limits to the attainments 
of our people in letters, in arts, or in statesmanship, however, I believe the 
surest way to reach those worthy ends is by laying the foundation in the little 
things of life that are immediately about our door. That we should make hay from 
~he grass under our feet. Let me charge you youth and adult amongmy people to 
start wher e-you.are and use what you have. One business~, one house constructed, 
one company formed, one life cleanly lived, will tell more in our favor than all 
the talking and discussion that can be summoned to plead our cause. Our education 
must be directed. and charged with the responsibility of making th~~...irJ~y?,:!_cle~~ to 
our citizens. A good school in a democratic societ y will not i gnore this respons
ibility. We plan to administer and maintain, with God 's help and blessings , a 
good school. 

(8) 



PROGRAM OF STUDIES 

Parents are invited and urged to visit the school to discuss the relative 

values of the courses and subjects or any other problems, 

The following pages contain brief descripti~ns ~f the course~ and subjects 

offered in the high schocl. The curriculum is :rlanned to help the pupil meet his 

responsibilities as a voting citizen and to provide fun~arnental knowledge, attitudes, 

and skills that will aid in the soluti(,n of vocational and C1ther personal problems• 

For graduation a pupil must complete 16 un:l.ts of credit including th,:,se re

quired by the Stai;e r0gulati ,.,,1s. EaJh suhject., u.~11esa othe::.."tr.i.se noted in the des .. 

criptions, carrie s one unit of credi t. At the time of making a pi1r;il I s program of 

studios fe,::..~ any one year, a tentative program should also he drawn up fr_Jr the re .. 

maining years in this schoolo This should represent as nearly as possible the state 

of mind of the pupil and should not be filled out until the pupil has thoroughly 

considered the problems involved. 

If a pupil is planning to attend a particular college or other inatituti0n 

upon graduation, a check of its ent!'ance requirementsshould be m2.Je hei'1v•e the 

9th grade p:i."ogram is s elected, The sc.hool has much of this informat.ii,n (•n file 

and will try to get any additional information needed. 

Pupils cannot secure proper credit and grade standing and cannot expect to 

achieve g:i: 0adua-i~ie;n in four years if sequence• and required subjects are .:'dledo 

Adva!1.oed co,:rses i.n a sequence subject cannot be undertaken if the elerno .. , l;g,ry 

cou::-se is f a.iled; nor can the elementary course be repeated a11d the ad\'&~.ced 

courses be taken the srune year as, for example, Englisn I and Eng~ish Ilo 

It should be kept in mind that satisfactory work in somo subjects is prac

tically do pender;t on p •oficioncv in ano·i:.her subject; for inu+..un~o) wo! l<: ir. chem

istry and physics is aided by a knowledge of algebra, anci pupils ,<l J.:;h dei'Gctive 

knowledge of spelling and punctuation will find it extremely dif~foult to attain 

enough s k.,.11 in tvping and stenography to make such courses p:i:·ac;t:',.:;cJ.l(t 

It r;r,0uld 1.:> 2 noter! here that all pupils, regardless of t he~,~ n2.t:lvo ability 

or r:rnvl•·:.,·,.::: pr·.,i:•:i:.:·-<'.tion, can pass r equired courses. This is r,., ~ .• ::.r ? : ... ::~~;1:,1.:i by 

g:.·a~ :c:Lng at le,;,·./., ::he minimum passing mark to a pupil who i s cl0:'.~1,; ':.110 l ·2st wo::-k 

of wtnch he is capable and who is spending regularly about an hoJr a d.ay in out

side prepa!'atio~ for that class. 

Pup·1.ls m,_12r:·, i:.a.ke no less than four and no more than five su;'.)_~ects per year., 

excJ:,,_Jir;i~ r·fen.:·:.~ Pilc1 ?;,;y-sical Education, In deciding upon h:is otl~ct;y ::..l·,d. a p-c:.;_"'il 

sbo·.L~_ .1 rn.Ko :i.i:J.t'i ~,·t.::::::.c:e1·ation his other activities in and oat, of' s~110ci and also 

dGtcr·m:i.ne how d::.ff:Lc:,1:1-c the proposed subjects will be for h:i..m~ 

Diplomas a~e granted by the State Department of Public Instructinn and bear 

one of thr; foll...:·~·.l.ng :;_,_·1scriptions as to cou!'se: Academic, ScientifJ.c, CoJ"Jrr.ercial, 

Vu'-1 at;_or.,~.1 and Goneral 0 For tl1e academic or Scientific diplomasj rr,R.rks 1n all 

requi.ced C'tlbjects must be "C" or highere 

French may be elected in grades 9, 10, 11 and 12. 



One credit is given in T:vping when the pupil mP.ots the stanrlards established 
by the State DE:partment of Public :i'.rn.it,r11ct.:ton for speed and accuracy. A very 
few havo achieved this in one yoar, but many Hnd it difficult to accomplish in 
two years. 

N~ credit is given for Sten~graphy unless the pupil completes the State re
quirements for the cornmer.c:l.al course. 

(10) 



GUIDANCE SERVICES 

Teachers Will Help You -

Did you ever atop to think that all pe~~le need guidance and counseling? 

nuidance is a dyn6~1c process - it is continu0us and ever changing. You need the 

help and assistance of a trained counselor. This is true of every wise person, re

gardless of age or position. This is esrecially true ~f wise young people whose 

most important task while in scho~l is to learn tc get along with others and to 

plan and prepare for your future. 

The William W. M. Henry Comprehensive High School recognized the need for a 

developmental coordinated and integrated guidance service and plans to provide 

assistance for you in many ways. In the first place, your teachers are very much 

interested in vou and they are want to assist you in knowing more about this 

school and its offerings. They want to help you t0 eelect the subjects best suited 

tJ your needs in accordance with your interests, aptitudes, abilities or dis

abilities. They want you to take the subjects which will help you most, both now 

and in your later life. Teachers are eager to assist you in being happy in schN>l, 

t{l make p:;._• .:igrefls i'..n yeu.r studies, and to get the most out of all 0f y,:,\u." sch0:il 

activitieso YOl::.:r teach9rs are interested in working with you directly J.n the 

classroom but also, wi.i.l assist you during after school hours ind:i.vid1;.ally and 

by attendance at conferences sc that they may know you better and to fiad ways 

to help you moree These efforts by your teachers are also shared by the counsel~r 

and principal. 

Your Guidance Counselor Will Assist Y~u ~ 

In addition to the program to make your school life happy and w0rthwhile, 

you are concerned with the problem of "choosing, preparing f or, and entering up

on your life worko 11 'l'o assist you in this planning, the servic·e s of your guidance 

counselor and other specialists are available to help youo One job of your guid

ance counselor is to keep you up-to-date in the ever changing offerings and de

mands of educational and occupational opportunities open in the world for you. 

To do this, the guidance counselor must be constantly surveying and recording 

these opportunitieso Guidance counselors will pass along information to you through 

the teachers in your regular classes, through organized homeroom and other group 

guidance activities, through personal interviews, through occupations, courses, 

visits to business and industry, bringing in speakers and in many other wavs. All 

of this is done to assist you in making the proper choices 'l.nd to assure you of 

the right kind of preparation for your chosen career. 

Your guidance counselor will help to keep in touch wlth employers and the 

emplovment services s0 as to help you to secure part-time, vacation and full-time 

j01s. The school will assist you in finding employment and will excuse you fr~m 

part of the school dav when your ontside employment is directly related to y~ur 

school work or when it becomes necessary for you to earn money to help the family 

fin,qnces in case they need your earnings to keep you in school. 

For those who choose courses leading to colleges, universities and other 

i:nR;:.j tutbns of higher learning, your counselor is a Key person to assist you in 

;;; c, :=elce, t/_on of the proper school and to gai.n entrance tb same. Scholarship aid 

:i..:" avaiJ.nt,le in most colleges and from many other sources, your gui.danoe oounselflr 

,,rill know of these sources and will ass:lst you in m11.king long-tj me plans to soc·u-e 

''l1P-. 



\ ' It is not possible, in the limited space, to descri~e all the waye ru:id means 
that the William w. M. Henry 1s guidance ~arvices can assist you. However ih 
general, you should remember that any member of the faculty will give you help br 
assist you in receiving proper guidance in any problem concerning your present or 
futureo However, you must remember that n~ one can help you un:Loss you first want 
to help yourseln Remember - there are three ve-ry important thii~g.s to KNOW 
1 • You must know YOURSELF 21 You must know your SCHOOL and. wL;J, t •i; offers for your 
benefit. 3 9 You must know the WOIUJ) OF WORK and your relationsh~.p ·:;o it• If you 
would start immediately to seek couns~l and guidance from your parents, teach0rs, 
the princj_pal and your counselor, you should have a happy expe:c1ence in this school 
and prepared to take your proper place _in tbe community as a good citizen. 

Your Homeroom Teacher is A Koy Person -

Your homeroom teacher is a key person in our guidance services. She will keep 
you informed about regularly scheduled guidance activities and answer many other 
questions for vou, 

Personal And Group Confer ence s -

In connection with the guidance services a series of ~sonal and group con
ferences ar·e pl ,?.nnGd during the school year. These conferences for individuals and 
groups aro planned for the purpose of making provision for boys and girls who may 
require individual attenticn in adjusting themselves to the high school situation. 
The guidance department plans to offer assistance to the high school boy or girl 
in discovering his or her personal assets, liaoilities and possibilities along 
lines of activity which are open to him or her, and to make special provision for 
activities such as: 

1. Holding individual interviews with pupils concerning their educational and 
vocational planso 

2. Hold group guidance discussions with pupils regarding their proper choice 
of a vocation~ 

3, To adjust programs f~r gifted and intellectually bright pupils and for 
those who for some reason are not making passing grad.es, 4, Planning ancl. conducting field trips regarding occupations. 

5 • Assi.stance in sem.1!'ing data regarding college entrance requirements and 
assistance in applic Rtions for admission ann scholarships, 

6, Discussions and planning for those who wish to enter training for a trade 
on a technical or semi-professionnl basis. 

Psychological Services And Clinical -

Assistance from school psvchologists of the State Department of Public 
Instruction is available for service to the sturl.ents and faculty of the school. 
Clinical services are avaih.ble through the Mental Hygiene Department period!.cally 
in Dover. 

Guidance To Out .. Of .. School Youth and Parents .. 

In addition to guinance services for students in school, the guidance depart
ment thinks that, guidance to parents and out-of-school youth is of paramount im
portance~ Every effort will be made to talk over recommendations with parents either 
at the school or in the homo. Many visits will be made to the home when it is im--
possible for the parents to come to the school. Guidance services for out-of-school 

youth will be encouraged. Evening programs on educational and occupationR1 problems 
will be planned at which time parents apd out-of-school youth will be invited to 
particip~te, 



TENTATIVE COURSES TO BE OFFERED 
in the 

WILLIAM HENRY COMPREHENSIVE HIGH SCHOOL 
DOVER, DELAWARE 
SEPTEMBER 19~2 

The following list of courses are offered tentatively to the students in 

the William Henry Comprehensive High School at Dover, Delaware for the school 

year 1952 ... 53. Do not list any course wh~.ch d,:,es not appear in this bulletin. 

The school reserves the right to withdraw or add courses to the curriculum in 

order to meet the needs and interests of the students within the limitations of 

the facult~r the phvsical and the other instructional facilities of the ochool, 

DESCRIPTION OF COURSES 

ART - I - This is an orientR.tion course to E!.3quafnt stur1ents with a variety of 
art materials, tools, and processPs. Emphasis on personal experiences ana a 
creative approach, There will br. group as well as indivi~ual projects that are 
related to the general school and cornmunitv.needs ann intP-rests, 

ADVANCED ART II-III-IV- More advanced work can be taken in successive years 
giving the student opportunities for more intensive w:, rk and stud.ye 



BUSINESS EDUCATION 

Opportunities are opening up in all fields of off-i_ce work, including 
secretaries, typists, file clerks, business machine operators, receptionists, 
and other clerical posj_tions, In order to secure positions in this field, it 
is of the utmost importance that applicants be trained to meet the require
ments of the modern business world. A basic course in Business Education 
provides for training in specialized subjects such as shorthand, tYPing, book
keeping, office practice, general business, business mathematics, and business 
English, as well as a well-rounded general education program. There are always 
opportunities for employment in the ciistributive trades field in which approx
imately one-third of our working population is employed, This course incluctes 
building store and window displays, selling, promoting sales, show card writing, 
advertising, managing a store and keeping stock and other records, A well-train
ed merchant should have a knowledge of the economics related to merchandising, 
commercial geography and laws governing the merchants' needs. 

Bookkeeping I - Bookkeeping I is a general introductory course for the 
secretary to help her in her job assignments such as: writing checks, making 
entries in cashbook or journal, sending out statements, paving bills and making 
discounts, preparation of payrolls, etc •• All students will have some instruct
ion in double-entry bookkeeping, Students who do excellent work will be given 
more advanced training to challenge their interests and abilities. 

Bookkeeping II and Office Practice - This· course is to give a review of tvpe
writing, stenography and for advanced bookkeeping. Filing svstems w::l.11 be 
taughto Personal qualification of a good secretary stressed with actual work 
experience on a job or in the school will be offered. Inst~uction in the use 
of calculating machines, duplicating machines, binoery training and reference 
books will be used, The above experiences in the school will be coordinated 
with assignment to a job with a teacher in the school or in an actual work 
experience in busj_ness or industr,r if possible with remuneration. 

Tx:Q_ini: __ f - Typing is a two year course, The first ~rear the student should master 
tho keyboard and know the function of each part of the typewriter~ Sm:;::ihasis is 
place~ r:-n drill and straight-copy work, Of most importance is absolute accc:.racy 
and SfeAd will come later with many long hours of practice. Forms of personal 
and b1:_s:Lness letters, the typing of envelopes, essays, t~rpes of outlines etc. 
will be taught. 

!Y..?J.Qg_~! - In typing II a student is expected to master most of the common 
bl,.::;in.82s forms: tabulations, legal documents, business letters, invoices etc •• 
Aosc,lute accuracy and increased speed is expected to come with co!lt:i.:· .. :1ed study, 
d:- ill and practice. Common sense in the solution of problems confronted in a 
modern business office should be developed. 

Aq~demic or Personal TYPing - This is a general appreciation c~urse for all 
who wouJd like to learn to t:vpe. All College Entrance, Academic, Scientific 
anC: Ge~ie:rnl course students would profit by this course. Speed will depend 
upon each indivictual pupils initiative, their ability to follow instructions. 
P"upils who expect to work in an office or hold a position as a typist should 
not take this course but take Typing I and II, 



Stenography I - The beginnin~ course in shorthand. Mr,st of the year is spent 
with drill, practice and homework in the mastery of the theory of shorthand. 
Similar to the studv of a !!fill language. Part of the time is spent in dictati.on 
and transcription to letters in good form an~ accuracy. Stun.ents who like and 
are good in English grammar, punctuation and spelling should be able to do well. 

Stenography II - This is an advanced course and stenography I is of little 
value unl ess you take stenography II. This course is to build up speed in taking 
dictation and in transcription. Credit is based on speed and accuracy. Students 
should have a thorough knowledge of English grammar, punctuation and spelling 
are absolutely essential to be successful. Letters cannot be sent out in the 
name of a firm or business organization with errors -- they must be perfect. 

ENGLISH 

English - English is a required subject for four years in high sch~ol. This is 
a key subject for developing the pupil I s abili t3r to use language in understand
ing grammar, communicating with others. High grades and an ability in English 
is basic to college success~ A study of literature, grammar, rhetorics, dramatics, 
and public speaking for the development of an asthetic appreciation and oral 
forms of expression will be conducted. 

FOREIGN LANGUAGE 

Foreign languages are usuallv taught to and for those who are going to college. 
Students taking languages should be average or better in English, should like 
to studv and expect to go to college. 

French I - A modern foreign language. May be used toward college entrance. Use
ful to the teachers of languages, engineers, artists and musicians. Considerable 
emphasis is directed toward learning to write, speak and read French. An under
standing of the French people and their culture is obtained in the study of French. 

French II - French II is a more advanced and intensive study of French for 
transtation, reading and speaking a modern foreign language. Two years of French 
are necessary if pupil expects to use toward college entrance. 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

He alth and Physical Education - Health and Phvsical Education is required of 
all pupils each year while they are in school. A special corrective program will 
be planned for thoae students who have physical disabilities and will conform 
to recommendations made by the family physician. An opportunity for games and a 
program which will develop skills, posture, coordination and strength. Instruct
ion in the principles and practices of first aid hygiene and health will be 
given. Many recreational facilities will be available. 



HOME MAKING 

F..<:imo Making IX .. This is the introciuctor'.'I' course for students in the Home Economics 
field, All girl s will benefit by taking this subject. In the ninth grade w0 will 
teach foods, clothing,, grooming, family relations, child care and nursing. 

Home Making X-XI-XII ~ Advanced Home Making will be offered for pupils in the 
t enth, el eventh and twelfth grades, During these ~,ears there will be foods and 
clothing taught, graded according to the background ann age of pupils. Other 
phases of Home Economics will be taught accordini;! to the skill and background. of 
the pupils. 

INDUSTRIAL ARTS 

Industrial Arts or General Shop~ It is the aim in these courses to teach pupils 
with machines and materials the exploration experiences of the modern industrial 
age. To develop skills and dexterity for use in building, construction work, 
industrial machine work and to be a good consumer and citizen in the home and com
munity, 

General Shoo I - A general course in the use of wood, metals, plastics and many 
~ther media. Mechanical drawing which is the language of industry is etressed in 
the first part of this course, The correct use of hand tools is stressed through 
the actual construction of projects for the school and home. Demonstrations, movies, 
pictures and trips to industry are planned as a part of this course. 

General Shop II - This is an advanced course in wood, metal, plastics and in the 
use of many other materials. The instruction and practice of machine tools will be 
stressed. Students are expected to work on More advanced and elaborate projects 
planned to approach standards of perfection in design and construction of a skilled 
tradesman in these areas, Field trips, movies, pictures and demonstrations will be 
held, 

MATHEMATICS 

General Mathematics - This is a continuation of the study of arithmetic. It is a 
course that is very useful to all who do not take higher mathematics such as al
gebra and geometry. This course is also very necessary to pupils in business ed
ucation, agriculture, in~ustrial arts, auto mechanics and in the General Diploma 
course. 

Algebra I - Algebra is the beginning of the specialized courses in mathematics. It 
is required for entrance to most c·olleges and schools of nursing. Students who 
make good grades and liked arithmetic should .find this course stium1ating and in ... 
teresting., Considerable homework and study 1 El reqni.__rt:u in order to succeed in it. 



Algebra II~ This is called advanced algebra in most schools. Two years of algebra 
is required for entrance to most schools of engineering and science. To enjoy and 
be successful in chemistry and physics while in high school this course will be 
very helpful. 

Plane Geometry - This subject is required by most colleges for entrance. It is re
quired in the Scientific Diploma course and the Academic course. Algebra I is 
necessarv as a prerequisite. 

Engi.neers, carpenters, sheet metal workers, scientists, mathematics teachers and 
many other professions require this subject for entrance to study. You should have 
liked Algebra I in order to succeed in this subject. 

Solid Geomet :-:-;y - This is considered as a higher form of mathematics. On1y those 
who are successful in Algebra I and II and plane Geometry may take this s11'.:>ject,, 
It is required for entrance to most schools of ,engineering, science and the study 
of higher mathematics. This subject will be offered on a 1 semester basis for½ 
unit of credit. 

Trigonomet12 .. J\ r~other form of higher mathematics requiring t.he use of h:1-gher 
thought prooes t:·03, Requir.e s a l ot of memory work and home,;(i~.·)<,, Solid gem,,etry is 
a prer equisi te ?.Hlt i t i1., offe r ed a l!l a 1 semester course for ½ unit credit,., Survey
ors, engi neers, navigat ors must know trigonom~try well. Students with good marks 
in solid geometry and other math should do well and enjoy this course. 

MUSIC 

This course is designed for those pupils who have an interest in rnucic and 
who wish to inc::cease thei:::- opportunities to enj;)y it., 'I'he present dav interests 
of the pupils will be taken in mind in planning the course of study. It will include 
working individually or in groups, as preferred, in s-tnging or in playing instruments 
that the pupils ha,re learned. I! it is desired, the class ma:v put on an operetta 
or other musical show. There will be a chance to participate in assembly programs. 
The class will also listen to all kinds of records, the radio, television and per
haps to performances by musical groups--school or otherwise-- in nearby communities 
if members of the class wish to attend. 

Band or Instrumental Music - This subject is open to boys ano gi rls for all four 
years in high school. The school will furnish approximat ely 10 of the larger and 
most expensi ve instrumcnt s3 It will be necessary for pupils t o purchase the smaller 
instrument s such as: the Trumpet, Clarinet, etc •• Students should n..£1 purchase 
instruments until they have consulted with the music t eacher i n the school. Instruct
ion will be given individuallv md in groups. 

Chorus - This is a course to develop your interests in group and individual singing. 
Opportuni ties to sing in all boys, all girls or mixed groups will be presented. 
A singi ng school is a happy one and all boys and girls should take chorus who enjoy 
singing. 



SCIENCE 

Biology - Biology is a science that all students should enjoy taking. Biology is 
a study of principles which govern the proper growth of plant and animal life -
and espGcially applied to human growth and development. To understand our own 
physical growth and development biology is necessary. Biology is very necessary 
for the prospective nurse and students going to college. Laboratory work, recit
ation, lecture sessions and homework is required, 

Chemistry - Is another technical course used by many to complete a major or minor 
sequence for college entrance requirements. Practical nurses find it helpful and 
registered nurses are required to take it. A good working knowledge of mathematics 
is necessary for satisfactory work. Algebra I is a prerequisite and will be of 
valuable assistance, Laborator:,t experiments, lectures, demonstrations, recitations 
and considerable homework is necessarv for satisfactory work. 

General Science - General science is required of all 9th grade pupils. It is a 
general course giving background and appreciation for the higher sciences such as 
biologyJ chemistry and physics, It is a very interesting course in which r.iany 
practical experiments and demonstrations are given. General information for us 
as good citizens and consumers is taught, 

Physics - Physics is a very interesting course for those who like applied math~ 
ematics, It is very necessary for the engineer and technician and may be used by 
any student toward college entrance. Algebra I is a prereQUisite~ Plane geometry 
and Algebra II would be helpful. Laboratory work, lee i::L1re, recitation and con
siderable homework is necessary for satisfactory work0 The appl:i-cation of natural 
laws and their application are proven by actual laboratory experimentso 

Senior Sc~~ - Senior science is a subject designed to be helpful for students 
in Auto He.:;hanics, A~ricultu1;e, vocational and general courses, Senior science is 
not to be used for college entrance but very valuable for those pupils who have · 
not had some of the other higher sciences. 

SOCIAL STUDIES 

Social Studie,s !! - This is a general introductory course and is helpful to all 
9th grade stuc)e:,-~s. So:.:ial studies offer8 the student an opportunity to gain an 
insight in-to the funccion and operation of a mcdern community. The basic needs of 

people as to ed1.1eation, safety, personal and public health: and then, relation
ships to our local, st1.te and national governments are taught. A considerable 
amount o.f time will be r1eirotG0 to the stucl,r of human relations, vocational and 

educational guidance, personality oevelopment and the solution of personal prob
lems, A detailed studv of the world of work through a unit or occupation will be 
offered. 
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Wttrld History - Sccial Studies X ... World History is a. subject depicting the story 
of the development of man fr~m earliest times t~ the present. Emphasis is placed 
en social relationships and problems similar to th~se whic~ we face today. A con
siderable amount of outside reading is necessary for satisfactory w~rk, 

United States History - Social Studies XI - United States History is required of 
all 11th grade pupils. A study is made of the economic, social, political and 
cultural development ~f man and government during the growth of our nation and 
our democratic form of government. This is a subject which should. be ~ery inter
esting ano helpful to all who want to know about our country and our responsibil~ 
ities, obligations and privileges as an American citizen, 

Problems of American Democracy~ Social Studies XII~ This course is required of 
all seniors, The subject is organized into four subject matter fields: 

1. 

3. 

History - (a study of man and his development and experience) 

Sociology~ (t~ learn how men live and work in the wcrld today) 

Civics - (to study our government and to learn to govern ourselves in a 
democr~oy) 

Economics~ (to observe men in the working world and to study the ways 
men make a living.) 

Pr~~lems of American Democracy is planned to give us first hand information 
which we need as we face the problems in life as a good citizen. Your State and 
National constitution will be studied. Problems in education, religion, conservation, 
consumer problems, political party organization, law inforcement, pr0duc t ion and 
distribution taxation and finance, public health, housing, social security, United 
Ne.ticns and many other interesting topics will be studied. In this course, one 
mt'.st be always on the alert for curretn events in National, world, state and local 
affairs to bring the cause up-to-date and to apply it to a practical problem in 
the school and community in preparation for good citizenship. 

VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE 

~i.-.r.i~ult1~~9 I - ~nt mal Husb~~9.r:z• - It includes managing, raising, breeding, 
f •Jc.> ,:·, :i..ng , a:-,d ma: •:,c<--; ·, 1ng of chie; !~ens, dairy c'.lttle ., 'beef, swine, horses, ar.d sheep. 
Feed. problrnns ccr1n2cted with &~J.~_mal rations are probably the hardest part of the 
cour8e, A hone proJect is reqt..ired~ · 

Agricu.lture II - Plant Husbandry ... It includes asexual propagation ()f plants, 
pruning, grafting, forcing, ~uJtural methods for field crops, grasses, legumes, and 
v,,get.:i.ble ere ps. Major emµhas_;_ c; is plJ.ced on soi~- e;ons.e:cvation such as: b.idng., 
d:,~ • .:.·.age, f1:3rcilizers, crop rol,atio'1 ,, far:a manu:es., green manures, and reforest.ation., 
Ir,r.:eG ts, fi.l,.:gi, and diseases a-c tacki:1g plants and thair control as studied. A home prcject is required. , 



Agriculture III~ Farm .management. Is farm accounting and farin machinery, Farm 
accounting consists of t aking ah inventdffj ma.king a budgetj and labt,r; breeding, 
and feeding records. Shop work in this area deal with units ins ~ope w~~k, 
leather, wood, concrete, forge, electricity, soldering, repairing and repainting 
of farm equipment, gas and acetylene welding. 

Agriculture IV - Advanced Agriculture~ Is farm management and marketing and it 
includes f arm business f actors such asl rate of crop production, farm layout, 
credit, insurance, prices, farm co-cporatives and marketing and grading of farm 
produce. A student at this point will 'be con~itioning an expanded farming program 
following his own interests and aptitude, 

VOCATIONAL COURSES 

Vocational instruction offered in day schools is intended to prepare young 
men and women for gainful employment in specific occupations, It is assumed that 
all entering pupils, after completing the ninth grade, have had the required basic 
and fundamental training i.n general education which will be needed for the study 
of an occupation, The ,,ocational program aims to develop intelligent workers and 
good citizens through training in proper work habits, attitudes, skills, and 
related technical subjects. It is a plan of lear,ning by doing. 

Enrollment will be limited to the facilities available. Only those students 
will be permitted to continue in this program who show special aptitude for the 
work selected and an earnest desire to succeed~ Pupils must have completed the 
ninth grade and be over 14 years of age to enter any one of the curricula which 
lead to a high school diploma. The technical instruction and skills involv:.,'d 
require at least normal intelligence and reading ability. 

The schools make every effort to determine each student's fitness for the 
occupation he has chMen and to advise him accordingly. Graduates are assisted 
in securing employment of a type that will utilize the training which they have 
received. It is obvious, however, that no guarantee can be made relative to such 
employment. 

' This tvpe of education should help to make it possible for voung men and 
women with abilitv and ambj_tion to · attain ~uccess and leadership in their chosen 
occupations and to rea0i 1,, adapt themselves to constantl ,r changinr- occupational 
requirements. 

AUTO SHOP 

Welding. Modern methods in industry and building construction have brought 
forth a new trade that is emplo:1ring a large number of workers. This course gives 
practical instruction in electrical and ozy-acetylene welding on various kinds of 
metal including structural steel, machinery, airplane metals, pipes, etc. There 
is an increasing use of welding in industry. 

Auto Mechanics. This course is planned to give instruction in the various 
phases of automobil e repair work. Three hours per day will be devoted to pra~tical 
work on repair of different k1nds of automobiles. There are many opportunities in 
this trade for those who have a thorough knowledge of the automobile and are 
skillfuJ in the use of tools. 

, 



Body and Fender Wo:rk - This course includes the rebuilding of wrecked cars, 
straightening fenders, boclv work, grill work anrl welding. There is considerable 
demand for skilled workers in this fieldo 

Auto Paint1.ng - This course consists of hand and spray painting, matching 
and miring of colors, primers, enamels and lacquers. This is quite a lucrative 
field for those who are highly skilled worlanen. 

BUILDING TRADES 

Building trades is a vocational course designed for boys who want basic 
training for entrance into the skilled occupati~ns related to building and con
structiona Basic skills, operations, and related information will be taught for 
following occupations. 

Masonry - Masonry is the study and construction of projects using masonry tools, 
cement, concrete, brick, stone and cinder blocks. 

Carpentry - The various phases of carpentry work from the practical work of 
framing and millwork to the more intricate jobs of roof construction, Related 
theory cons~_sts of trade information, blue print reading and estimating, building 
plans and specifications. Practical work in actual construction of projects 
bench and millwork in the shop and out on the job will be taught. 

Sheet Metal - The increasing use of metal in. the building of ships, railroad. 
coach0s, and airplanes and air conaitioning installations is requiring workmen 
who ar e skilled in the hand tool and machine manipulations of sheet metal,- Includes 
the use of fundamental shop processes with hand and machine tools in the con
struction of roofing, cornices, forced air fittings and skylights etc, • 

.. 
Electrical - This course is designed to prepare stu~ents to enter the electrical 
fie l d with sufficient training for an understanding of the application of elect
rical principles, and foundation skills in mechanical operations and trade practice. 
It includes house wiring, bell circuit and signals, electrical appliances, com~ 
mercial resistance wiring and industrial wiring. 
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OUR ATHLETIC PROGRAM 

The value of sports well planned and wholesomely participated in by students, 
cannot be overestimated. Sports pl.ci.y an important role in the total life of 
America. From the beginning of school until it ends, we will have major sports 
being participated in by the students for both boys and girls. 

Major sports as planned for and approved by the Board of Trustees include: 

1. Footiball 
2. BasketbhllJ 
3. Track 
L.. Baseball 
~. Softball (for girls) 

We will h~ve regular scheduled games i.n each of these sports with other 
high schools. 

Other Intramural sports that are likely t~ play an important part of our 
students' athletic and recreational acti.viti .es includes: Hockey, Tennis, and 
camping. 

EDUCATION FOR CLUBS AND RECREATION 

In view of the widening margin of time for leisure, educntion for recreation 
becomes almost as important as education for work. Sports, and games, arts and 
crafts, nature hikes, camping, discriminating reading, radio listening, P.nd 
theatre going are inherently epucational activities which • will be encouraged 
because they lay the foundations for a wealth of permanent cultural and recrea~ 
tory interests. 

In keeping with our program .of education for wholesome living in America, 
we will very lj_kely have as a part of our school life, the fol] owing clubs. In 
our -3.ttempt to 1earn democrac:i:r bv living it, the list could be extended. 

CLUBS 

The Student Council 
The News Club 
Safety Patrol 

Hobbv Club 
Industrial Arts Club 

Drarnatj c Club 
New Home Makers of America 

New Farmers of A.merica 
Young Farmers Club 

The Band 
The Glee Club 

'I'he J tm:i.cn:- Red Cross 
P:ho+,og"Taphy C111b 



WE MEET .THE CHALLENGE 

The William w. M. Henry Sch~ol is a new institution, without any past tra

ditinn or policies. It does however, face the new challenge to schools throughout 

America to create curricula that will h~ld or bring ba~k the large number ~f youths 

who are now not served eith~r by the academic program as it exists or by the voc

ational training, as well as serve the latter two areas of training adequately. 

In democrati.zing opportunlties for training and serving both vouth and anult, our 

school recognizes that the work of the world and the pattern of life demand all 

tvpes of men and women with all tvpes of abilities; all.have the right to training 

fitted to those abilities. It recognizes the ever widening frontiers of experiment

ation to bring about t~his justice of edu.ca,tional e1pportuni ty. 

In M~eting The Challenge, the school realizes that the most fundamental and 

over-all chnn~es in education to meet the needs of youth successfully in this mod

ern complex of conditions are: The introduction of a much greater degree of act

ivitJr to balance study "to do" with "to kw,w" - Education in which life and ex

perience supplement text books. - Education that is mobile, in which students may 

go out into the community and further a field to explore, study, and participate 

in the environment in which they are to live - Education that more nearly approx

imates the idAal. of equality of opportunity for all. 

We will endeavor as a new institution to plot our school administrative units 

in the interest of a greater spread of benefits and increased e f'ficiency of oper

ation. 

We will crusade for an effective educational program in which la:y.tnen co

operate with educators to promote and establish a vi tali zed training ·service. 

We will regard education as the only sure guarantee that the American way of 

life wlll endn.re. Such an education must be _p_laQJ?._~d _,fc:>r, l:>eI,ieye.9- t~~ ~.r1do:r~e_<;i_ by: 

t,he t.nxpavers, and :i u·~-i•l l i.[;Airl:.1.v- i u:LN•p:i:"'0,t,.-<l t .6 laymen in every ..:01mnurd t:v· j n Km1t 
-.., 



county and in Delaware during the trying days ahead. Thus a new school meets a 
new challenge with a new hope for the future. 

Wo will meet the challenge with a feeling that our democratic system has not 
failodl Any seeming partial failure lies rather in its not being really tried, 
fully tried. Tho master builders of our time havo simply learned very little 
about the directing of human energies of all the people. We have in many instances 
crowdod out tho young, and have found insufficient outlets for their varied 
interests and needs. 

We are aware of the fact that educators must abandon the attempt to mould 
all students in the matrix of academic scholarship. The very nature of men and 
affairs makes it impossible oven wore it desirable. There is seemingly no single 
simple solution to tho problem of how to provide a functional curriculum for all 
sorts of youth. Our educational system is at present undergoing change; exper
imentation in curriculum modifications proceeds apace; the activities of newer 
youth-serving agencies mako their contributions; vocational programs are being 
expanded, Tho heart of all this offort to doviso a curriculum adapted to the 
neods of all youth is perhaps to be found in the emphasis upon purposeful act
ivity; upoh participation in the planning; execution, and evaluation .of real 
projects which enlist tho active efforts of the students; upon well planned work 

exporionce, with and without pay. 

Undur the direct in.fluonco of such thinking, we believe the question of how 
to make education reinforce the principles of American democracy must be considered 
as a primary concern of our educational program, principles infused into the per
sonal relationships of tho individual and into his political and social outlook. 
We will with care, counsel and guidance, explore and attempt to discover ways 
by which to 'train young mon and women and adults for a democracy that will endure 
and withstand the assaults of tho forces that oppose it. 
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His~oric o,arker rec_ognizes William Henry's role as b1ack sc.hool 
By Matt Donegan 
Copy editor · 

A marker recognizing the history of William W. M. 
Henry Comprehensive High School, the first high school . 
_for black teenagers in Kent County, was mounted during 
a ceremony Aug. 22 at the Dover school's grounds. 

About 30 alumni and other guests turned out to witness 
what William Holden Jr., alumni association historian 

· and archivist coordinator, called "a dream becoming real
ity." 

"This day has been a long time coming," said Holden, 
class of 1954. 

William Henry op~ned in 1952 as the second such high 
school in Delaware. Other than high level classes offered 
at then Delaware State College, William C. Jason Com
prehensive High. Schooi in. Sussex County was the only 
other high school young Kent County African Americ·ans 
could attend after completing elementary grades. 

"Kids 10 miles south of Harrington and five miles north 
of Smyrna attended William Henry. It was all-inclusive," 
said James Hardcastle, principal cif William Henry from 
1955 to 1966. 

Students living in Milford north of the Mispillion River 
also went to the school, which is something Shirley Hicks 
Riley, financial secretary of the Alumni Association, said 
she personally found to be an advantage. She was a Mil
ford resident while attending William Henry. During a 
school assembly to choose a mascot, she ·met her future 
husband, Harvey, who was from Smyrna. Incidentally, 
Harvey was the person who recommended what became 
the mascot, a ram. 

Harvey played on the school basketball, baseball and 
football teams, the latter of which he has a fond memory. 

. ~e used to practice with a helmet instead of a foot
ball," he said. Despite this, he noted William Henry had 
the best education possible for blacks in the state. 

After graduating with the school's second graduating 
class in 1954, the two went to college together at the 
Hampton Institute in Virginia where Shirley majored in 
business and Harvey went to Army ROTC. When Harvey 
retired from the Army. as a major, the couple moved to 
Dover and became involved in the Alumni Association. 
· Though Harvey pointed out there are "big differences" 
·now compared with his high school years, his wife said · 

A MARKER stating the history of William W.M. Henry Comprehensive High School was placed during a ceremo
ny Aug. 22 outside the Dover school, now William Henry Middle School. Photo by Matt Donegan. · 

things are still difficult for African_Americans. 
"Thing!! have opened up, but not as much as they could 

be," said Shirley. "It was a struggle then. It's a struggle 
now." 

William Henry alumnus James Turner was the person 
who had the idea to put the historical marker at the 
school. Though he wasn't able to attend the dedication, 
the state representative who sponsored the bill to allow 
the marker to be created was present for the ceremony. 

"We :recognize what happened on this campus," said 

Nancy Wagner, R-Dover. "It was really special." 
Dover Mayor James Hutchison also attended and wa1 

among the many who spoke briefly during the hour-lon~ 
ceremony. 

"In order to appreciate the future, you have tr, go bacl! 
and look at the past," .he said. "We are what we are toda 
because of those before us." 

In 1965, Delaware's board of education mandated th 
desegregation of state schools. William Henry closed t 
next year and soon after became a public middle sch.Pol. 



KENNETH C. MADDEN 
lfATI IUPUINTINDINJ 

STATI!: 01" • D<LAWAR< 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC INSiRUCTION 
OOVER.OELAWARE19901 

MINUTES 
DELAWARE 

STATE JnGJID (F EilJCATICN 

FISCAL YEAA ENDING 

E-$1 
INCUJDING THE PERIOD JULY 1, E..2k 

THR<l.GI Jl.tjE :il, EU 
PAGES/_ TO _.iQ 

lNaJJDING ExHIBITS 

STATE 1£PARWENT OF 

Pusl.Ic lNSTRUCTIOO 

LIBRARY 

1973 

RANDALL L. BROYLES 
HOWARD E. ROW 
JOHN J RYAN 

ASSISTANT SU,CRINTCND[NTS 



. 
I 

l 

PnO.fi.'.Jt'.l.'Y 
T.i\;

0

liSI'.t.R
\\'hi te-

Ik:.v-i m• re;coivcu t.le ,:.ro.oor :i.eg· , ..... 0 ti· ti' on --· J·,u·: l . ' -"b .. cu. ..,.. u~ _:.. uv, __ Ol c.::.c~:.. .:..oc ... .:.. 

district in\·olvl)Q, u1e Bo~ uc.opteci. tl1e i'ollo~·.::.r~ ;-c.s""l:i"::..cn u·,J~s.;:e;i·~-.J\: 

the prop•.;;rty oi' Ho\'.-arci wia. I,ul.u \'inite from. Little C:::· - t:k ti::; ....i·.i.ct .. d!) to the 

Dover Specu-..l School District: 

\';",i.Ll:lliAS, i-io .. ~rci t.rw. Lulu Lnite, od.11<; tD.e o,.ner~. ol.' 1:::o. _1·ty 
contuin:i.ng ELbout tw(jlve acrl:'s, loct..teu in tae Little Cr.ci:.l~ Scu_,ol :i)i::;t:..·ict 
#85, Kent County, unci lying w1d. being sit~tea. 1.J.ujo.ceu·~ to t :.t,;: i.:,ove;r 
Speci.:.1 Sci1ool District, Kent County, have peti tioneci. for ,. tr ... .;;;sft.r of 
tne s<..ici propGrty from the Little Creek scnool District . :55 to t;:e s .... ici 
Dover SpeciJ Scncol District; l:lld .. 

·.,~i.L~~.s, T110 I3oi.:.J. .. U of Sc~1ool T1.,ustwes oft.he .:.;'"" jLJ_ Ll.. tt. _L(~ c~.-.._t...!lc sc~: -.. ol 
District //85, a.id un~1;.1r aute of Decei.ioe:.: 7, J.;)46, e:,;.~:,res;; its ~~_:/ .:.rov1..:i.. 
of thti: S0.id trwsfer; c:nd 

W:f:EH.EAS, The Bou.:;. of Eciuct:.tion of tii.& Sc,io. Dov·cr S1)eCic~.l. Sc11col 
Dist1·ict cli<i un;..er c...d,e of December 9, 1946, exprerjs i.ts .:..p_;_:,rov,:l oi t£1e 
said transfer; therefore, be it 

RE.SOLVED, Tht1.t ti1e State BoG.rd. of Eciucution i.11 o.ccoru., -.nce ,:it,11 the 
provisions of Pu.r~rc:.ph 2, Section 35, laws ci· I:;e~ ___ \ _, .1~~ •• , ~•) ~ ::., i1.E::1•e·ny aut~~:-1ri~e 
...nci. ii!a.ke t:i.1c G,~ia. tr.ill sf er. 

Kcl-i '.L' COtJNTY Dr. i·,Iil:i..~r Ci..:llif~ttention to t .i1e ncod. :f:or s-.:,u~~ · of ·;:,,~~ uii;11 :;cllool 
NIDB.O i·iIGH SCHOOL 

si tl.l.:i tion for Negroes in southern Del;.;., ... ~e. In 1~8l:t C0 LU1ty, t i1crc ~~c :funi.:..s 

s:aou.l.ci be sep~u·::.e .:::.no. apurt from ti.1e Dover S_peci .. ,l E,:c;i10ol Dist:::·ict. Dr. 

i;1iller estinhteu th1.-1.t;the ::.;c~1ool should ~roviu.e i'or u.bout ,;; c,o pu11ils in 

gr;:;..des seven ti1rcugh tr,el ve, r:i th t'i1e i'ollo.tin.·..:.: f o.cili ties: 

lo ~iomero0rns 
l auc.i torium-gyrnn,-;.[;ium 
1 c..,.feteria 
1 libr..:..ry 

2 science L.:.bo1· .... to1·i&s 
l woociv;orkinf; s~10p 
1 auto-lfl.CCJ.1i..l1iCS S,10 .:,) 

as i'ulfilli.nt; the li{;reement v;ith Stc:.te College t".1 •. ,t f,r.:: .. ci.es liti1 .. .. liG. l:2th 

v,o'lld be t.:..ken c-:..re of outsilie tiie College. 

Upon motion duly seconc.ed anci cui·i·ieC:, the Bo~.r~ ..:..;,; ... roYGC. -~.: 1G _plu.n for 

Secreta..ry, tlie hi&h school to be sepurc.te Ula. G:p<..:-t i'roili -t,;_:o to•:...:r Specic:.l 

SC11ool District • 

The mootin& o.Ci.journed c.t S:~5 p. ll. 

(So) 
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Dover, Dcli:..-r,nrc, Jc.nu.::.17 17, 194 7 

The Jr..nu1:n-y mectine of the Sta.te Boo.rd .r or Vocntionnl Edu er. t.:Lon m::::. held 

on the above date in the Bo~rd Room, Stt'.te House .Annex, Dove1·, Dcl~--.·:[~re, 

The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p. m. by tne Presi1.:.cnt, Dr. 

James Beebe, who presided. 

Members Present: Dr. Junes Beebe, Mr. Jc:cob E. Speic:·.e;::.·, ~il·. P.o·.:::.rd r:. 

Brc.mhall, Mr. Peter S. Collin:=;, I,1r. \'!. :R. MacIntyre, !.!r. riallu.ce r:oodi'oru., 

together with !,1r, R. W. Heim, Executive Officer for Re~mb:i.7.itation ::.nd 

Director of Vocc.tional lliucr~tion, Dr. Ho-::;e..rd D. Gregg, Ex-0:i.'.Cicio .mernber, 

and Dr. George P.. 1,!iJ.l~r, Jr., Secretar,J. 

The minutes of the December meeting were approved Rs dif:tributed. 

REHliB. COMM. 
f,tinutes-

The minutes of the meeting of the RehabiJ.i tation Cammi t tee, Jc.11.w .. ry 8., 

u ,W.G1:HCY 
BUDGET 

VOCJ.TIONl!.L 
COMMITTEE 

r.ere submitted., and the recommendations therein were a.pprovcd, as herein shown. 

Mr. Heim e:;:plc.ined thct he i.1a.d been eiven assure.nee th;:;.t. the !Zmergancy 

Budget would be approved for sufficient funds to meet their needs, in fact 

more than sufficient. 

The report of the seven years of work of the Rehe.bilitation Di•:ision m::s 

presented and accepted. 

The st~·tistic.::.l report for Deceiilber w&s accepted c.s dist!'ibuted. 

Mr. Heim suggested that the Board select two of itr; members to act, r;ith 

Dr. Miller o._ncl W.:r. Heim, befa:een Board rneetin~s ,for the regular program, the 

se.me e.s Mr. MacIntyre ruid Mr. Speicher act for the rehabilitation progi·am, 

especially durinl · the legislcitive session. 

Upon motion, duly seconded and c2.rried, Mr. Wood.:ord end :.:r. Collins wsre 

named to act with Dr. Miller and J.tr. Heim fo::::- the Do~.rd between ~eetings on 

the regular vocational program. 

The meeting adjourned at 1:20 p. m. 

(.39) 



4,'}g/4,., 
NEW.ARK WHEREAS, Senate Bill 121, passed by the 1947 session of tlie Le; i j ~:, tu-a 

and approved by the Govemor, provides tor an appropriation or $l.,~8,987.00 
'to the State Board of Education to aid 1n a school bu.1.liiing program for 
certain school districts mentioned in the Act, on condition : .he.t cert.Pin 

✓ 

of the ca.id school districts re.ise by bond i~sue or otherwise the re~poctive 
~aunts of u1ocal contribution• as set forth in the said Act; :md 

WHEREAS, The Newark Specie.]. School District, New· Castle County, v;hich 
is required by the aforesaid Act to contribute $217124,0.00 has~reed by a 
favorablo bond io~ue referendum, the results of '"'"hi.ch a,..e more fully r.et 
forth in other documents on !'ile in the of:'ice of the Stnte Bo, rd of 
Education, to raise the sum of $300,000.00 insteed of the $217,240.' ,o 
requi!'ed by the Act; therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, 'l'hat the Ste.te Board of Education hereby allots to the 
said Newark Specid. School District the sum of $300,000.00 as the stE.te 
contribution to the school building program of the said District on condition 
that the said District shall contribute to the program nt lenst the sum 
of $217,240.00 of the amount authorized by the bond issue referendum to 
effectuate the building program alre~~ tentatively approved by the StP.te 
Boa.rd of F.ducntion; and 

BE IT FtJR'IlIBR RESOLVED, That the Delawer~ School Auxiliary As~ociation 
be requested to furnish inspection and account~rvices for the said school 
building program in accordance with the policy adopted by the Sta. te Bmn-d of 
Education at its Il'.M:leting on March 15, 1946. 

SUSSEX CO. WHEREAS, Senate Bill #328, passed by the 1947 session of the Legislature 

:I 
J 

NEGRO and approved by the Governor, provides for e.n appropriation of S~00,000.00 to 
the State Board of F.ducation to aid in the construction of a comprehensive high 
school for Negroes on land already purchased by the Ste.te Boe.rd of Educn.tion 
from ftmds bequeathed by the late H. Fletcher Brown for the construction of "a 
vocational school or schoolsn a portion of which is to be used for the vocational 
part of this high school; nnd 

WHEREAS, The said Act provides for the creation of a Sussex County High 
School District for Negroes and for the appointment by the Resident Judge of 
Sussex County of a seven-member Board of School Trustees for the operation of this 
school; and 

t}:EREAS, The said Act provides for the appointoent of a School Buildi.~g 
Commission under the provisiorfs of Section 8 of Chapter 79, Vol. .4.3, L1rns of 
Del,ai.ware, 1941, for the construction of tJ1e ~id Negro high school; thcrd 'ore, 

BE IT RESOLVED, Thc.t th~ St2.te Board of Fducc.tion iiereby nllots to the sv.id 
School Building Commission for the Sussex County !fogro High Sct.ool, ,·;hen uppointed 
:,y the Governor; the sum of $200,000.00 as the state's contrioution to the said school 
building program; and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Delaware School Awcilic.ry As::.od,:::~ion be 
requested to furnish inspection and accounting services for the ~e.id school 
building program in accordance with the policy adopted by the State Boe:rd of Educa
tion at its meeting on Merch 15, 1946. 

KENT CO. 
NEGRO WHEREAS, Senate Bill #21, passed by the 1947 session of the Legi sl.;.ture a."l.d 

approved by the Governor, provides for an appropriation of $1,668,987.00 to the 
State Board of Education to aid in a school building progr~m for cerkin school 
districts mentioned in the Act; and 

( 

WHEREAS, The said Act provides for the creati on of a Kent County high scrool 
district for Negroes and for the ~ppointment by the Readent Judge of Kent County 
of a seven-member Boa.rd of School Trustees for the opere.tion of this school; and 

WHEREAS, The said Act provides for the appointment by the Governor of a School 
Building Commission for the Kent County High School under the provisicns of Section 8, 
Chapter 79, Vol. 43, Laws of Delaware, 1941, for the construction of the said Negro 
High School; therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the State Board of Education he-reby cllots to t he ::;---d School 
Building Sommission for the Kent County Negro Hlgh School, when appointed by the 
Govc::-nor, the sum of $200,000.00 as the state's contribution to the said school. 
building program; and 

RESOLVED FURTHER, Th~t the Del~ware School Auxiliary Associ~tion be req_uestad 
to furnish inspection end accountir,g services for the sRid school buildin~ p.._T"()grs.m 
in accordance with the policy adopted by the St.?te Bo~..rd of ':du.::-.t ::..;:-,n ::i.t its meetl.ng 
on March 15, 1946. 
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Dover, DelaMare, ~erch 16, 1951 

The March meeting of the State Board of Educ~tion Yes 

held on the above date in the Board Room, Stutc ;;ouse Annex, 

Dover, Delaware. 

The meeting was called to order at 2,15 p.rn. by the 

President, Dr. James Beebe, vho presided. 

Members present, Dr. James Beebe, Mr. Jacob H. Speicher, 

Mr. J. Ohrum Small, Mr. William B. Horner, Mr. Ha:xson Terry, 

together with the Ex-Officio members, Dr. John A. Perkins and 

Dr. Oscar J. Chapman and the Secretary, Dr. George R. Miller, Jr. 

The minutes of the February meeting were approved as 

distributed. 

NANING OF THE KEN'r COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE I-IIGH SCHOOL FOR NEGROES 
Dr. Miller called attention to the fact that the name 

must be eiven to the Kent County Comprehensive High School 

as soon as possible because the construction is ready for the 

letters for the name. He presented suggestions from Hr. Marcellus 

Blackburn, who is a member of the Building Commission, and also 

suggestions from Dr. Shilling~ 

The Board felt that it did not want to take hasty action 

on this matter and suggested that some additional information be 

given to them. The members. did express the feeling that it would 

be preferable to name the school for a national or international 

figure. They also considered the inadvisability of naming the 

school for a living person. It was understood that Dr. Miller 

would send out some additional information. 

BUILDING PROGRAM 
Mr. Taylor said that for the first time in many months 

he had no school building plans to present for approval of the 

Board. On the schools under construction, he reported that: 

Lewes should be finished in about a month. 
Alfred I. duPont, Oak Grov!, Krebs first addition, 
Selbyville and Millsboro Colored, the elementary 
classroom b~ilding at Lord Baltimore, and Stanton, 
are completed. 
Minguadale is completed with the exception of some 
stone sills and steps. · 
Frankford should be completed within 5 or 6 weeks. 
Lord Baltimore is just' beginning their gymnac!~~. 
Marshallton is completed 1Jith the exception of 3 
or 4 pieces of aluminum trim. 

He said that moet of the sm~ll projects are now bein£ 

completed. Wilmington had to bs checked for one bid received 
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authorized to employ the above persons for the positions at the 

salaries indicated. 

EDUCATIONAL LEGISLATION--USLC 

Dr. Miller presented mimeographed cupies of the leei�l�tion 

which had been proposed by the State Board of Education to the 

legislature in 1951 but which had not becone law. 

Mr. Terry reported that Mrs. Kellogg had told him that the 

Unified School Legislative Committee is discouraeed and is about 

ready to fold up unless the State Board of Education shows some 

interest in whet they are trying to do. He said that there are a 

ereat many bills listed on the sheets on which he did not feel 

prepared to vote after five minutes discussion. 

It was his suggestion that one or two members of the Board meet 

with the USLC Committee on certain items of the list for discussion 

of what they may have found fro� their research activities and 

report back to the Board. I,!r. Shallcross so.id ·::.hat, if they wanted 

the State Board members to be lobbyist�, he felt that they should 

not be, but it was 1-,�r. '1'erry1::; opinion Lha.t was not their intention 

or desire but that the USLC did hope that the State Board of 

Education would either recommend the Bills or oppose them. Dr. 

Miller stressed that these bills originated �ith the State Depart

ment nnd State Board of Educntion and not with the USLC. It was 

agreed that Er. Gebhart, !•:r. Terry e.nd Dr. Hiller, together with 

any members of the staff he may select, would meet with repreGenta

tives of the Unified School Legislative Committee for a discussion 

of the Bills on the liat. 

W?1. M� HEURY co11p-.-HIG!1 SCHOOL 
There followed the discussion on Dr. 3hilling 1 s recommendatio�s 

as to the grades to be included in the new William M. Henry 

Comprehensive High School and after an e�·1anation, upon motion 

of Mr. Tunnell, seconded by Hr. Gebhart and carried the follo-wine 

plan was approveds 
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3chool~ 

Smyrna 
Dover 
State Collep;e 
Caesar Rodney 
Milford 
Cheswold 
Kenton 
Harrington 
Union 
Reeve•s Crossing 

Total 

9 

17 

12 

8 
5 
4 
8 
3 

57 

10 

14 
62 

10 

86 

1-15-52 

Enrollm~nt by Grades 
11 12 Tot el 

65 
39 

65 39 

.31 . 
127 

39-

247 

, 

a. All 10th gru.de students a ttcndinc; tho Booker T. We.shine-
t on School would be educated in the Comprehensive High School. 

b. All students promoted from grade eight in the State Board 
Unit Districts \tlould attend the Comprehensive High School. 

c. The 7th and 8th grades would be eliminated from Smyrna 
and these children would attend the Booker T. Washington School. 

d. The 11th and 12th grades would be eliminated from the 
Delaware State Colleee and these children would at t end the 
Comprehensive High School. 

Dr. Miller reported that the Resident Judee had appointed the 

Board members for the William M. Henry School and they had had an 

organization meeting. 
• 

LEWES 
Dr. Miller presented the . letter from Mr. Davis, Chief Accountant, 

of the Permanent Budget Commission, returning the request of the 

Lewes Special School District jn the amount of $10,420.47 for further 

consideration by the State Board of Education. There was considerable 

discussion as to where the money would come from if the State Board 

requested the approval of the emergency transfer in this connection. 

Dr. Miller presented Dr. Herbstts letter to the effect that the 

estimated deficit in transportation was $105,500 instead of the 

previous estimate of $75,000. If the funds for the Lewes District 

are taken from the emergency, there ~ould be less money to take care 

of the transpor_tation deficit. Mr. Horner urged the request be made 

from the emergency fund for the payment of tho bills of Lewes District 

of approxiir.ntely ~2,000. Nr. Small felt that it was a reflection to 

have such billa outstanding and that the $2,000 would not effect the 

emergency fund very much. Mr. Gebhart suc~ested thA.t the Board l~t 
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Mr. Terry preeented the following re�olution which was amended to

read as followss 

Resolved, That, in order to improve education in 
Delaware, the State Board of Education favors proper 
legislation which would enable �chool districts to 
reorganize, providing there is thorough investigation 
and discussion of the propos£d reor-gar.ization and 
providing it be approved by the majority of the voters 
in each district affected. 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Mr. Horner raised the question of the need for clarification of 

House Bill 367 in regard to eligibility of contractors. The problems 

were discussed, and it was move� by Mr. Horner, seconded by Mr. Shall

cross and carried that the State Board through Dr. Miller take steps to 

bring about the changing of House Bill 367 and to remove the inconsist

encies therein. 

1 HENRY SCHOOL--Organization 

l-

Up on recommendation of Dr o ?--all er, it was moved by Hr. Small, 

seconded by Mr. Shallcross and carried that the follc�ing steps be 

approved in the organization of the William Ho Eenry Comprehensive High 

School: 

➔ 

(l) The elimination of grades 8 and 9 from the Thomas D.
Clayton School in Smytnao

(2) Not to require a�y of the colored children in the
Caesar Rodney School District to attend the Booker T.
Washington School.

(3) To allo� the 1952-53 seniors in the Jason School from
Milford to continue thei.r attendance in that school
until they graduate. The other pupils from Milford

(4) 

now in the Jason School are to tran8fer to the William M.
Henry School.

Grades 7 and 8 to be transferred from the Kenton Colored
School to the Booker T o Washington School.

(5) Grades 7 and 8 to be transferred from the Cheswold
School to the Booker T o WashinP,ton School.

(6) Grade 7 to be transferred from the Woodside Colored
School to the Booker T� Washir.eton School.

(7) Grades 7 and 8 to be transferred from the Union Colored
School to the Booker To Washington School.

DOVER ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL--11 months 
Upon the recommendation of Dr. Miller, the State Bonrd approved the 

request of the Dover Special Schoel District that their elementary prin

cipal, Mr. Maurice Bower, b� employed on an eleven month basis. 
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condition or thg school &nd the school property. It was under

:stood that the commit.tee vould send a letter to the State Board 

listing ita reoommendationo for improvement. The janitorial 

situation at the colored school Yas also discussed. The opinion 

was given that the money for the janitorial sorvice at the 

colored school was practically given as a dole to an cld gentle

man who lived close to the school but who did not do very much 

janitorial work. 

The committee pointed out that the local Board of the colored 

school has a feeling that things are done by the State Board and 

others without contacting them in any way or dsking their approval. 

It was agreed that Dr. ~iller should determine what publicity 

should go in the paper. 

Mr. Beihn asked that the local Boe,1·d be kept informed of what 

the State Board was doing. 

HENRY SCHOOL BUDGET 
Dr. Miller presented the budget for the William w. Mo Henry 

Comprehensive High School which had been presented by that Board. 

The budget, moved by Mro Tunnell, seconded by Mr. Small and 

carried, was approved as followss 

Division I - Salaries 

A. Administration 
B. Clerical 
c. Instructional - 13 teachers 1$4000 
D. Operation 
E. Health 

Division II 

A. 1.3 Uni ts 
Textbooks (estimated) 
Supplies and apparatus (estimated) 
Library books (estimated) 

i 5300.00 
2500.00 

52000.00 
5800.00 
35uo.oo 

$69;t 00 • 00 

$ 7800.00 
3300.00 
4200.00 
2000.00 

$1 7,.300 • 00 

$86,400.00 

LOW ENROLLMENT SCHOOLS--Closing Christiana & Clayton Colored 
· Upon recommendation of Dr. King and Dr. Miller the Board 

approved the cloaing of the Christiana School #111-C and the 

Clayton School #136-C because the enrollment ~as not sufficient 

to justify keeping the achools open under the law, with the 

understanding that the schools would not be closed unless satis

factory arrangements could be made for the transportation of the 

children involved. 
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1PRIATION 
If OF NEW AND IMPROVED S NDS AND EQUIPMENT CB:ooL

'ROPRJATION TO TIJE � FOR USE BY SAID 
STATE

ON TO CERTAIN scnot0ARD'.CHASE AND CONSTR L DJs.) PUBLrc SCHOOL Bn,.ycrroN
rENT. V,lLDINas 

,mnediate and pressino-school purposes in th� 
n

S
e
t
ed

t 
for

a e of

districts hereinafter ""e t· .,, n IOnedmrposes presently available b .e proceeds of local bond . Yissues;

chool districts herei.-.aft . d "LI er men-11n s for construction purposes

I nee�s of the particular comit action by the One Hundredmpe�ative because even in those)m_e1ther or both of the sources.v�il_a?Ie funds are not sufficientac1hties; Now, Therefore, 
and House of Representatives
il Assembly met (three-fourths
ich House thereof concurring

eby appropriated to the State 
ie Million, Six Hundred Sixty
:ighty-seven Do1Iars ($1,668,-
by the said Board as herein-

a 

! 

I 
I 

' 
j 

463 

APPROPRIATION 

pVRCHASE AND CONSTRUCTION OF NEW AND IMPROVED SCHOOL
BUILDINGS, GROUNDS AND EQUIPMENT

Section 2. That the sum of Two Hundred Thousand Dol

lars ($200,000.00) of the total appropriation shall be used by the 
tate Board of Education for the construction of a new compre

hensive High School in Kent County for Negroes, who now must 
attend State College for Colored Students for their high school 
education. The said school shall be so located in Kent County 
where in the judgment of the said Board it will best serve the 
educational needs of the g1·eatest number of Negro high school 
tudents in grades seven to twelve. The said comprehensive 

High School shall be buiJt under the direction of a Commission 
appointed under· the provisions of Section 8 of Chapter 79, Volume 
43, Laws of Delawa1·e, 1941. 

Section 3. The creation of a High School District to be 
served by the high school provided for by this Act shall be gov
erned by the provisions of 2683. Sec. 61. of Chapter 71 of the 
Revised Code of Delaware, 1935, as amended. The members of 
the Board of School Trustees for such High School District, shall 
be appointed in accordance with the method provided in said 
Section. 

Section 4. That of the total amount herein appropriated, 
the sum of One Million One Hundred Ninety-six Thousand Eight 
Hundred Twenty-seven Dollars ($1,196,827.00) shall be reallo
cated to the following named school districts for the construction 
and equipment of new schpol buildings or additions to existing 
school buildings, to be expended by school building Commissions 
selected as provided by Section 8 of Chapter 79, Volume 43, Laws 
of Delaware, 1941, and in the following proportions; provided, 
that the respective districts make available the sums set opposite 
the reallocation made to them, respectively; and provided further, 
that if necessary to meet this requirement any district named in 
Sections 4 or 5 of this Act may issue bonds authorized by a refer
endum vote according to the provisions of Chapter 71 of the 
Revised Code of Delaware, 1935, as amended, notwithstanding 
that the total of such bonds when added to any other bonds out
standing against said school district may exceed five per cent 
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WILLIAM W. M. HENRY COlVIPREHENSIVE HIGH 
SCHOOL 

1952-1966 

HISTORY 

Before desegregation, the State of Delaware, maintained by law, separate schools for three 
types of "colored" students-Negroes, Nanticoke Indians and Moors. 

During the period between 1919 and 1965, the greatest progress in Delaware Negro 
education was of a physical nature. Three Negro county high schools were constructed from 
funds granted by the Delaware School Auxiliary Association, which was almost wholly 
supported by the DuPont family. They were: 

William C. Jason Comprehensive High School which was opened in Sussex 
County in 1951 and closed its doors at the end of the 1967 school year. 

William W. M. Henry Comprehensive High School which began operation for 
Kent County in 1952 and ceased operation at the end of the 1965-66 school year. 

Louis L. Redding Comprehensive High School which opened for New Castle 
County students in 1953 and closed at the end of the 1966 school year. 

The 1947 Legislature appropriated $200,000 for a comprehensive high school in Kent 
County. Subsequent to this action, a Building Commission was organized on November 24, 
1948. Members of this Commission included Rev. John L. Johnson, Chairman; S. 
Marcellus Blackburn, Vice-Chairman; George R. Miller, Jr., Secretary; William W. 
Shaw, Wallace R. Miller, Jr. and Peter S. Collins. 

On December 14, 1948, Victorine and Samuel Homsey were hired as architects for the 
project. On September 23, 1949, the School Building Commission selected the site adjacent 
to the Booker T. Washington School property for the new school. This property consisted of 
approximately 15 acres and was purchased from Mr. Joseph M. Satterfield for $10,000. 
The 1949 Legislature appropriated $650,000 for the new school and a new Building 
Commission was organized and composed of J. 0. Willis, Chairperson; H. Lloyd Jones, 
Vice-Chairman; Dr. George R. Miller, Secretary; S. Marcellus Blackburn, Peter S. 
Collins, Eugene Shallcross, and Max Terry, who replaced Collins when his term on the 
State Board of Education expired. 

Contractor for the building was John E. Healy and Sons, Inc. Consulting Engineer was A. 
J. Taylor. Members of the State Board of Education included Dr. James Beebe, President; 
Jacob H Speicher, Vice-President; George R. Miller, Secretary; J. Ohrum Small, Eugene 
Shallcross, William Horner and Max Terry. 
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The Building Program Board consisted of three people: Governor Elbert N. Carvel, 
Secretmy of State, Harris B. McDowell and Dr. James Beebe, President of the State Board 
of Education 

In 1951, the Legislature appropriated another $100,000 for the completion of the school. A 
committee of lay and professional people, the State Board of Education and the School 
Building Commission approved the name of William W. M. Henry Comprehensive High 
School. The Comer-Stone Laying Ceremony took place on July 8, 1951 and included, Rev. 
Edgar Lee Huff, Pastor of Mt. Zion AME Church, Dover; Most Worshipful Grand Master, 
F & A Masons, Prince Hall Affiliated, Grand Lodge for the State of Delaware, G. Oscar 
Carrington; Rev. Grant Shockley, Pastor of Whatcoat United Methodist Church, Dover; 
Governor Elbert N. Carvel; Floyd T. Hart, State Director of Music and J. 0. Willis, 
Chairman of the School Building Commission. 

The Program of Studies for the new school was developed in cooperation with the Child 
Development and Guidance Department and the Department of Secondary Education. John 
S. Charlton, Robert J. Darling, Director and Supervisor of Guidance respectively and Dr. 
John Schilling, Assistant State Superintendent in Charge of Secondmy Education were 
leaders in preparing the Program of Studies which was in place and published May 19, 1952. 

William W. M. Henry Comprehensive High School was a new institution, without any 
past tradition or policies when it opened its doors in September, 1952. As stated on the cover 
of the Program of Studies booklet for the 1952-53 school year, it was "A new educational 
center, born to strengthen the democratic way of life." It was set up as a four-year high 
school under the supervision of the State Department of Public Instruction and the State of 
Delaware. 

William Henry High School had as its two-fold purpose to: (1) prepare students for their 
life work and (2) give students thorough preparation for the entrance to colleges, universities 
and scientific schools. As part of its philosophy, the school was set up "to be a place where 
cooperative living could be practiced under experienced leadership, where self-control could 
be exercised, where consideration of problems concerning the general good could be 
demonstrated daily and where the best qualities of each student could be developed. But, not 
only did the leadership feel that the school purpose was to prepare its citizens to earn a 
living but also to live a life-a democratic life, a way of life that can only be learned by living 
it. 

William W. M. Henry High School, from the beginning offered courses in Business 
Education, English, Foreign Language, Health and Physical Education, Homemaking, 
Industrial Arts, Mathematics, Music, Science, Social Studies, Vocational Agriculture, Auto 
Shop and Building Trades. The initial athletic program included the major sports of football, 
basketball, track, baseball and softball for girls. 

Clubs that were a part of the school at its inception were The Student Council, New Club, 
Safety Patrol, Hobby Club, Industrial Arts, Club, Dramatics Club, New Homemakers of 
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America, New Farmers of America, Young Farmers Club, Band, Chorus, Glee Club, Junior 
Red Cross and the Photography Club. 

Members of the first Board of Trustees were Robert H. Reed, Chairman, of Dover; A. B. 
Parsons, Vice-Chairman of Harrington; Hayes Fountain, Milford; Edward Gibbs, 
Camden; Martin Roberts, Smyrna; J. Harold Schabinger, Felton; Rynear Slaughter, 
Clayton. 

Once opened, students from all over Kent County crune to William Henry. The boundaries 
for student attendance was from Smyrna through Harrington. Before William Henry, a very 
small population of "colored" students went to a high school that was in operation at 
Delaware State College. 

With the milestone decision of the Supreme Court in 1954, integration of blacks and whites 
in the schools of Delaware slowly became a reality. The real desegregation for Delaware 
came after a 1965 State Board of Education Resolution that mandated that there would be no 
more separate schools. School districts began to reorganize their schools in order to comply 
with this Resolution. 

William W. M. Henry Comprehensive High School closed its doors on June 30, 1966. 
Before closing, the school had achieved accredited status through the Mid-Atlantic States 
Association of Colleges and Schools. 

There were only two principals during the existence of William Henry High School. They 
were Mr. Harley.Taylor (1952-1955) and Mr. James C. Hardcastle (1955-1966). 

The school colors were maroon and white and the school mascot was "The Ram". 

Today, William W. M. Henry Comprehensive High School is known as William W. M. 
Herny Middle School for fifth and sixth grades. The current principal is William Denbrock. 

The School History was researched and compiled by Anita L. McDowell Boyer, Class of 1964. 

Back to home p!ij!e 
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DR. WILLIAM WALTER MASSEY HENRY 

January 25, 1885-July 22, 1948 

Born the seventh child in a family of fourteen, William Henry went through the educational system to 
become a medical doctor. He received his early education in his native town of Greensboro, Maryland. 

From there he worked his way through Delaware State College and graduated in 1902. He graduated 
from the Medical College of Howard University to become the first black physician to set up a practice 
in lower Delaware. 

In support of Delaware State College, Dr. Henry established the Delaware State College Alumni 
Association in 1923. He served as first president of the organization and many of his fellow graduates 
joined him in rendering active service to the school. 

The State Board of Education approved the naming of the new high school for blacks and moors of Kent 
County after him- William W . M Henry Comprehensive High School. 

In 1972, the William Henry Pre-Medical Scholarship was established by his sister the late, Carrie Henry 
Blackbum, who was also an alumnus of Delaware State College. 

Mrs. Blackbum was a well-known poetess in the area and wrote several poems about her brother. The 
two poems that are here, we hope, give a more thorough knowledge of the man. 

A TRIBUTE TO THE MEMORY OF 

DR. WILLIAM WALTER MASSEY HENRY 

ON HIS BIRTHDAY, JANUARY 25 

He came to Dover with an empty purse 

But with a heart full of purest gold; 

A love for his neighbor 
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A will to work, and the 

Faith of God in his soul. 

He was small in stature 

With dark brown skin 

But with principles white as snow. 

A brilliant mind, a giant will, 

A smile with a heavenly glow. 

He sought a field in which to work 

With opportunities to exhibit his skill. 

Dover offered him both of these 

And he went to work with a will. 

People were skeptical of him at first 

Because of his youth and his race. 

He soon exploded that color myth 

And they looked beyond his face. 

He was on the job day and night 

And worked with might and main, 

A physician with excellent skill 

A foe to suffering and pain. 

Aside from his regular practice 

Which grew by leaps and bounds 

In civic and religious groups 

He was always to be found. 

Generous, grand, witty, 

A friend to rich or poor, 

People from all walks of life 

Found comfort within his door. 
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How wonderful to honor his memory 

By naming this school for him. 

God bless this grand edifice 

And fill it to the brim. 

With kindness, tolerance, knowledge 

High standards of truth and right. 

May all who leave its portals 

Be inspired by his noble life. 

By Carrie Henry Blackburn, Sister 

Submitted by Mrs. Anna S. Hammond, Retired Associate Principal, Wm. Henry Middle School 

Page 3 of6 

PRESENTATION GIVEN DURING THE UNVEILING OF DR. WILLIAM 

HENRY'S PORTRAIT AT DELAWARE STATE COLLEGE ALUMNI HOUSE BY 
CARRIE HENRY BLACKBURN 

As I present this picture of my brother Will to you 

I am reminded of his struggles, and deeds of greatness, too. 

He was born in Greensboro, Maryland 

Down on the Eastern Shore. 

That is not too important, 

What he did with is l{fe is so much more. 

He was one of a large family 

And our parents were very poor. 

That wasn't a great hindrance, 

The high ideals they gave us 

Meant so much more. 

He had great faith and determination 
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That helped him receive marry cheers. 

But he trusted Him 

Through the years. 

He worked his way through college 

As did many others I could name. 

But this is not the only fact 

That made his claim to fame. 

After his graduation 

He helped marry others on their way. 

Seeing them seek the finer things 

To him was the greatest pay. 

He had a heart of love 

And he shared his friendship true 

With people of every race 

As day by day he grew. 

He went to medical school 

In Washington, DC 

He learned his profession 

At Howard University. 

He was the first Black doctor 

In Dover, Delaware, to locate 
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He had the greatest struggles 

To overcome prejudice, deceit, and hate. 

But he worked, forgave, achieved 

Until everyone who saw him knew 

That he possessed excellent qualities 

And was a skilled physician, too. 

He was a fearless speaker 

And spoke out boldly for what was right. 

It took great courage to come to_ Dover 

Where every physician was white. 

People were afraid to trust him. 

Just because his skin was black. 

He had training, skill and knowledge 

And he refused to be'shoved back. 

He began his practice in Dover 

With confidence in what he could do, 

He led others to have faith in him 

When they saw that he really knew. 

He was a great inspiration to the youth; 

His advice was often sought. 

1'v1uch of it was followed 

Because his life was an example of what he taught. 

His deeds of greatness were many, 
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And in a mutual way, 

Dover has honored his memory 

As he honored Dover in his day. 

Back to home page 
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The members of the William W. M. Henry Comprehensive 
High School Alumni Association would like to give special 
thanks to all who have helped to make our dream come 
true. 

Speci~l-th~l)ks go t_o: , 
. ~ :. ·'. : ' -- •. ·. . . 

Nancy Wagner, Delaware House of Representatives 
James C. Hardcastle, Principal-1955-1966 
John Pitts, City Councilman 
Reuben Salters, City Councilman 
James L. Hutchison, Mayor-City of Dover 
C. Russell McCabe, Administrator-Delaware Public 

Archives 
Glen Bennett, Capital School District Engineering 

Department 
Tracy Riddle, Bancroft Construction Comp[ any 
Mike De Vane, State of Delaware Sign Department 
Dr. Michael Thomas, Capital School District 

Superintendent 
Delores Tunstall, William Henry Middle SchoolPri11.cipal 
Tom Summers, Public Archlves '· · ' - 1 

' 

Capital District School Board 

'101!- 1
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William W. M. Henry Comprehensive 
High School Alumni Association, Inc. 

HISTORICAL MARKER MOUNTING 
"A Dream Becomes A Reality" 

Friday, August 22, 2003 
9 a.m. 

William Henry School Grounds 

William Holden, Jr. 
Alumni Association Historian and Archivist 

Coordinator 



WILLIAM HENRY ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
OFFICERS 

President 
Secretary 
Treasurer 
Asst. Treasurer 
Financial Secretary 
Chaplain 
Ways and Means 

Publicity 

Wall of 
Remembrance 

Paraphernalia ·•·• .· 

Anita L McDowell Boyer '64 
Dauphine C. Drwnmond '64 
Charles Marshall '53 
William Holden, Jr. '54 
Shirley Hicks Riley '54 
Sophia Reed Russell '66 
Michael Casson, Sr. '59 
Aubrey Stevenson '5 8 

· Qlorjf;);J;)eputy :Minus '67 
. . Bessie.Stroud Cr~in '69 . 

Vi~tan I3rown-Sta~es '56 

Ann Holden Thompson '54 
Myrtle Baynard Watlcins• -'65: 

-;;, , ... t:.·;:. ~' 
< .~ 

"A DREAM BECOMES A REALITY" 

THE DRE~M (2001)- Federal lawyer, James 
Turner, a William Remy alumnus, has the· ' 
thought-"! have a dream that some day we, the 
alumni of William W. M. Henry Comprehensive 
High School will have a historical marker placed 
on the William Henry campus." 

THE DREAM PUT INTO MOTION (2002) -
Nancy Wagner, State Representative, sponsored a 
bill that would allow a historical marker to be 
created. After sanction, the actual task of ordering 
the historical marker was sent to the Delaware 
Public Archives and placed in the capable hands of 
Administrator, C. Russell McCabe. 

(2003) - After many phone calls and 
communications to Russ about the production of 
the marker, we were informed on January 8, 2003, 
it was in production. 

THE DREAM IS A REALITY (2003) - On 
Tuesday, March 4, 2003 at 10:45 a.m., a call was 
received from Russ McCabe to verify that the 
historical marker was in. 
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