
Town of Felton 
    P.O. Box 329                     Phone 302-284-9365     

Felton, DE 19943                    Fax 302-284-3449 

   rgreene@townoffelton.com 

 
From The Desk of the Town Manager 

Rebecca L. Greene 
December 18, 2012 

 
 
General Up-Dates 

 Trash pick-up the week of December 31st will be on Thursday, due to the holiday on 
Tuesday. 

 Council has approved one sided parking on Jefferson Street and six streets in Hidden 
Pond.  A letter will be sent to the residents who are affected and signs will be posted on 
the streets. 

 Delinquent tax statements will be mailed the second week of February.   
 If you see a violation in the Town please make sure when you call Town Hall that you 

have the proper address.   
 Town Hall hours are Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 5:00pm. 
 The Town offers a discount to Senior Citizens for their property taxes.   You must 

be 65 years old by June 30th, the property must be your primary residence and 
your name must be on the deed.  If you are eligible please bring your driver’s 
license to Town Hall by May 31, 2013 to receive the discount.  The discount last 
year was 50%. 
 

Public Works Up-Dates 
 If you suspect a water leak or have excessive water on your property, please contact 

Town Hall immediately, so it can be investigated. 
 There can be no regular trash put into the recycle container.  If there is regular trash in 

the container, the contractor will not empty the container. 
 Please make sure that your trash cans are taken from the curb by the next morning after 

the trash has been removed. 
 The renovation of Jefferson Street will be completed by the first week in January. 
 The Town has purchased a new F550 truck for the Public Works Department.  This 

vehicle has a snow plow and was paid for with a grant. 
 The Town will be picking up Christmas trees on January 7th.  This is the only day for 

pick up.  The trees have to be at the curb. 
 
Police Up-Dates 

 All passengers in a vehicle need to be in seat belts or child restraints. 
 Parking on sidewalks is not allowed and is a fineable offense.  
 Make sure you secure all items you have outside, including grills, bicycles, etc. 
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 Children under the age of 18 are required to wear a helmet at all times while on a bicycle. 
 Please keep your doors locked at all times. 
 Secure your vehicles, even in your driveway. 
 Please report any suspicious activity to 911.  They will contact the Felton Police 

Department.  It is best to call and report the activity while it is occurring.   
 Please be aware when you are around the school or bus stops in Town and report 

any suspicious activity to 911. 
 
Utility Bills will be mailed out the first week of January.  The bills will be due on February 10th.  If 
the bill is not paid by the 10th of February, a $25 late fee will be applied to the account.  A 
delinquent letter will be sent out with a disconnect date on the letter, if the bill is not paid by the 
disconnect date on the letter an additional $50 disconnect/reconnect fee will be added to the bill 
and the water will be shut off until payment has been made in full. 
 
In 2013 our trash service will be moved to Thursday for four holidays: 
 News Year Day January 1st 
 Memorial Day  May 27th 
 Labor Day  September 2nd 
 Christmas Day December 25th 
 
Dates to Remember 
 Jan. 1st   New Years Day – Town Hall Closed 
 Jan. 8th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Jan. 14th  Town Council Meeting – 7pm – Town Hall 
 Jan. 21st  Martin Luther King Jr. Day -  Town Hall Closed 
 Feb. 5th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Feb. 11th  Town Council Meeting – 7pm – Town Hall 
 Feb. 18th  Presidents Day – Town Hall Closed 
 Mar. 5th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Mar. 11th  Town Council Meeting – 7pm – Town Hall 
 Mar. 29th  Good Friday – Town Hall Closed 
 
Planning and Zoning Meetings have a set date but will only occur if there are items for the 
agenda.  If you are interested in attending a PZ meeting check our website to make sure there is 
a meeting.  
 
You can also go onto our website felton.delaware.gov a week before our meetings and review a 
copy of the meeting agenda. 
 
The Town also has a page on Face Book with updates on what is going on in Town. 
 
Please feel free to contact our office with any questions or concerns you may have regarding the 
Town of Felton.   

 

 
Mayor, Council and Staff wish all of our citizens a prosperous 2013. 



Town of Felton 
    P.O. Box 329                     Phone 302-284-9365     

Felton, DE 19943                    Fax 302-284-3449 

   rgreene@townoffelton.com 

 
From The Desk of the Town Manager 

Rebecca L. Greene 
December 18, 2013 

 
2014 Council Election – Filing Deadline is January 17, 2014 
There are three Council positions available each having a three year term.  To be qualified to run 
for Felton Town Council you must be 21 years of age,  be a citizen of the United States, have been 
a bona fide resident of the Town of Felton for one year prior to election day and have never been 
convicted of a felony or crime of moral turpitude. 
 
To declare candidacy submit a signed and dated letter requesting that your name be added to 
the 2014 Council Election ballot with a Town of Felton Affidavit of Qualification (available at 
Town Hall, by mail, fax or email) and State Campaign Finance Certification of Intention Form 
(also available at Town Hall or online at www.elections.delaware.gov). 
 
General Up-Dates 

 Trash pick-up the week of December 30th will be on Thursday, due to the holiday on 
Wednesday. 

 Delinquent tax statements will be mailed the second week of January.   
 If you see a violation in the Town please make sure when you call Town Hall that you 

have the proper address.   
 Town Hall hours are Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 5:00pm. 
 The Town offers a discount to Senior Citizens for their property taxes.   You must 

be 65 years old by June 30th, the property must be your primary residence and 
your name must be on the deed.  If you are eligible please bring your driver’s 
license to Town Hall by May 31, 2014 to receive the discount.  The discount last 
year was 50%. 
 

Public Works Up-Dates 
 Please make sure that your trash cans are taken from the curb by the next morning after 

the trash has been removed. 
 The Town has received numerous complaints about cats and we want to remind pet 

owners that you are responsible to keep your pets on your property. 
 The quarterly utility statement has a charge for Debt Service - $26.  This fee is for the 

payment on the two loans that are affiliated with the Water Department. 
 The Town will be picking up Christmas trees on January 7th.  This is the only day 

for pick up.  The trees have to be at the curb. 
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Police Up-Dates 

 All passengers in a vehicle need to be in seat belts or child restraints. 
 Parking on sidewalks is not allowed and is a fineable offense.  
 Please keep your doors locked at all times. 
 Secure your vehicles, even in your driveway. 
 Please report any suspicious activity to 911.  They will contact the Felton Police 

Department.  It is best to call and report the activity while it is occurring.   
 Please be aware when you are around the school or bus stops in Town and report 

any suspicious activity to 911. 
 
Utility Bills will be mailed out the first week of January.  The bills will be due on February 10th.  If 
the bill is not paid by the 10th of February, a $25 late fee will be applied to the account.  A 
delinquent letter will be sent out with a disconnect date on the letter, if the bill is not paid by the 
disconnect date on the letter an additional $50 disconnect/reconnect fee will be added to the bill 
and the water will be shut off until payment has been made in full. 
 
In 2014 our trash service will be moved to Thursday for three holidays: 
 News Year Day January 1st 
 Memorial Day  May 26th 
 Labor Day  September 1st 
  
 
Dates to Remember 
 Jan. 1st   New Years Day – Town Hall Closed 
 Jan. 7th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Jan. 13th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Jan. 20th  Martin Luther King Jr. Day - Town Hall Closed 
 Feb. 4th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Feb. 10th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Feb. 17th  Presidents Day – Town Hall Closed 
 Mar. 3rd  Council Election – 1pm to 6:30pm – Town Hall 

Mar. 4th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Mar. 10th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
  
 
Planning and Zoning Meetings have a set date but will only occur if there are items for the 
agenda.  If you are interested in attending a PZ meeting check our website to make sure there is 
a meeting.  
 
You can also go onto our website felton.delaware.gov a week before our meetings and review a 
copy of the meeting agenda. 
 
The Town also has a page on Facebook with updates on what is going on in Town. 
 
Please feel free to contact our office with any questions or concerns you may have regarding the 
Town of Felton.   

 
Mayor, Council and Staff wish all of our citizens a prosperous 2014. 



Town of Felton 
    P.O. Box 329                     Phone 302-284-9365     

Felton, DE 19943                    Fax 302-284-3449 

   rgreene@townoffelton.com 

 
From The Desk of the Town Manager 

Rebecca L. Greene 
June 19, 2013 

 
END OF SUMMER BASH:  August 21, 2013 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm at Town Hall.  The Town 

will provide refreshments, hot dogs and chips. 
General Up-Dates 

 Trash pick-up the week of September 2nd will be on Thursday, due to the holiday on 
Monday. 

 If you see a violation in the Town please make sure when you call Town Hall that you 
have the proper address.   

 The Town has begun enforcing the property maintenance code.  If there is a violation on 
your property you will receive a certified letter with pictures attached showing in detail 
all violations. 

 Tax statements will be mailed the first week of July.  These bills are eligible for a 5% 
discount (already calculated on the statement) if the payment is received in Town Hall by 
August 15th. 

 Swimming pools are not required to have a fence as long as the pool is over four 
feet tall and has a locking ladder or the ladder is removed when no adult is 
supervising the pool. 

 In-ground pools are required to have a fence. 
 When installing a swimming pool a building permit is required, please make sure you 

stop by Town Hall and get the proper paperwork. 
 Town Hall hours are Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 5:00pm. 
 The 2012 Consumer Confidence Report can be viewed at 

www.felton.delaware.gov/files/2010/07/2012-CCR.pdf.  It can also be picked up at 
Town Hall or call us and we will mail or email you a copy. 
 

Public Works Up-Dates 
 Please make sure that your trash cans are taken from the curb by the next morning after 

the trash has been removed. 
 If grass gets ten inches or above the Town will send out one notification for the season 

advising that the property is in violation of the Ordinance.  If the grass is not cut the Town 
will cut the grass and charge the owner.  The minimum charge for grass cutting is $100.  
If the grass goes over ten inches again during the season the Town will automatically cut 
the grass. 

 Grass clippings are NOT to be placed on the street.  The grass will go into the catch basins 
and cause a problem with the water flow through Town. 
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Police Up-Dates 

 All passengers in a vehicle need to be in seat belts or child restraints. 
 Parking on sidewalks is not allowed and is a fineable offense.  
 It is the responsibility of the pet owner to clean up after your pet while walking the 

pet.  We have received several complaints about this issue and will be issuing fines. 
 Skateboarding is not allowed in the Town of Felton.  Anyone who is caught skateboarding 

will have their boards taken and a parent will have to come to the Police Department to 
pick up the skateboard. 

 Please do not allow children to play in the street.   
 Juvenile (under 18 years old) Curfew is from 10:00pm to 6:00am.  If a Juvenile is caught 

by the police without a valid reason for breaking curfew they will only be released to a 
parent.  

 Children under the age of 18 are required to wear a helmet at all times while on a bicycle. 
 Please keep your doors locked at all times. 
 Secure your vehicles, even in your driveway. 
 Please report any suspicious activity to 911.  They will contact the Felton Police 

Department.  It is best to call and report the activity while it is occurring.   
 
Utility Bills will be mailed out the first week of July.  The bills will be due on August 10th.  If the 
bill is not paid by the 10th of August, a $25 late fee will be applied to the account.  A delinquent 
letter will be sent out with a disconnect date on the letter, if the bill is not paid by the disconnect 
date on the letter an additional $50 disconnect/reconnect fee will be added to the bill and the 
water will be shut off until payment has been made in full. 
 
Dates to Remember 
 July 2nd  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 July 4th  Independence Day – Town Hall Closed 
 July 8th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Aug. 6th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Aug. 12th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Sept. 2nd  Labor Day – Town Hall Closed 
 Sept. 3rd  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Sept. 9th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
  
Planning and Zoning Meetings have a set date but will only occur if there are items for the 
agenda.  If you are interested in attending a PZ meeting check our website to make sure there is 
a meeting.  
 
You can also go onto our website felton.delaware.gov a week before our meetings and review a 
copy of the meeting agenda. 
 
The Town also has a page on Facebook with updates on what is going on in Town. 
 
Please feel free to contact our office with any questions or concerns you may have regarding the 
Town of Felton.   



Town of Felton 
    P.O. Box 329                     Phone 302-284-9365     

Felton, DE 19943                    Fax 302-284-3449 
   rgreene@townoffelton.com 

 
From The Desk of the Town Manager 

Rebecca L. Greene 
June 16, 2014 

 

• Trash pick-up the week of September 1st will be on Thursday, due to the holiday on Monday. 
General Up-Dates 

• Compliance Letters are needed for any sheds, pools, fences, decks or renovations in the Town.  If 
you are not sure if you need a Compliance Letter please call Town Hall. 

• Tax statements will be mailed the first week of July.  These bills are eligible for a 5% discount 
(already calculated on the statement) if the payment is received in Town Hall by August 15th. 

• Swimming pools are not required to have a fence as long as the pool is over four feet tall and has a 
locking ladder or the ladder is removed when no adult is supervising the pool. 

• In-ground pools are required to have a fence. 
• When installing a swimming pool a building permit is required, please make sure you stop by 

Town Hall and get the proper paperwork. 
• Oversized vehicles are not allowed to be parked on any street within the Town of Felton. 
• No disabled vehicles are to be parked on the streets in Felton.  Vehicles will be towed if 

disabled on the street. 
• Town Hall hours are Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 5:00pm. 
• The 2013 Consumer Confidence Report can be viewed at 

www.felton.delaware.gov/files/2010/07/2013-CCR.pdf.  It can also be picked up at Town 
Hall or call us and we will mail or email you a copy of the report. 
 

• Please make sure that your trash cans are taken from the curb by the next morning after the trash 
has been removed. 

Public Works Up-Dates 

• If grass gets ten inches or above the Town will send out one notification for the season advising 
that the property is in violation of the Ordinance.  If the grass is not cut the Town will cut the 
grass and charge the owner.  The minimum charge for grass cutting is $100.  If the grass goes over 
ten inches again during the season the Town will automatically cut the grass. 

• Grass clippings are NOT to be placed on the street.  The grass will go into the catch basins and 
cause a problem with the water flow through Town. 

• Property Maintenance – It is the responsibility of each property owner to maintain their property.  
This includes the lawn and buildings.  Homes should have no broken windows and be secure.  
Sheds should also be able to be secured.  The Town does not allow debris to be left in yards.  If 
you have any questions about property maintenance please call Town Hall. 

• Do not put yard waste inside your trash can.  The trash company will not pick up the trash if there 
are any branches in the container. 
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• All passengers in a vehicle need to be in seat belts or child restraints. 
Police Up-Dates 

• It is the responsibility of the pet owner to clean up after your pet while walking the pet.   
• Skateboarding is not allowed in the Town of Felton.  Anyone who is caught skateboarding will 

have their boards taken and a parent will have to come to the Police Department to pick up the 
skateboard. 

• Please do not allow children to play in the street.   
• Juvenile (under 18 years old) Curfew is from 10:00pm to 6:00am.  If a Juvenile is caught by the 

police without a valid reason for breaking curfew they will only be released to a parent.  
• Please keep your doors locked at all times. 
• Secure your vehicles, even in your driveway. 
• Please report any suspicious activity to 911.  They will contact the Felton Police 

Department.  It is best to call and report the activity while it is occurring.   
 
Utility Bills will be mailed out the first week of July.  The bills will be due on August 10th.  If the bill is not 
paid by the 10th of August, a $25 late fee will be applied to the account.  A delinquent letter will be sent 
out with a disconnect date on the letter, if the bill is not paid by the disconnect date on the letter an 
additional $50 disconnect/reconnect fee will be added to the bill and the water will be shut off until 
payment has been made in full.  It is the responsibility of the property owner to let the Town know if 
they have new tenants, as well as a correct mailing address for the tenant. 
 
Dates to Remember 
 July 4th  Independence Day – Town Hall Closed 

July 8th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 July 14th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Aug. 5th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Aug. 11th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Aug. 23rd  Felton Community Fire Company 75th Anniversary Celebration 
    7am – 5K/10K Run Walk (registration form enclosed) 
    11am – 3pm Parade and Celebration (see insert) 
 Sept. 1st  Labor Day – Town Hall Closed 
 Sept. 2nd  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Sept. 8th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
  
Planning and Zoning Meetings have a set date but will only occur if there are items for the agenda.  If you 
are interested in attending a PZ meeting check our website to make sure there is a meeting.  
 
You can also go onto our website felton.delaware.gov a week before our meetings and review a copy of 
the meeting agenda. 
 
The Town also has a page on Facebook with updates on what is going on in Town. 
 
Please feel free to contact our office with any questions or concerns you may have regarding the Town of 
Felton.   



Town of Felton 
    P.O. Box 329                     Phone 302-284-9365     

Felton, DE 19943                    Fax 302-284-3449 

   rgreene@townoffelton.com 

 
From The Desk of the Town Manager 

Rebecca L. Greene 
March 22, 2013 

 
 
General Up-Dates 

 Trash pick-up the week of May 27th will be on Thursday, due to the holiday on Monday. 
 If you see a violation in the Town please make sure when you call Town Hall that you 

have the proper address.   
 The Town will begin enforcing the property maintenance code in April.  If there is a 

violation on your property you will receive a certified letter with pictures attached 
showing in detail all violations. 

 Swimming pools are not required to have a fence as long as the pool is over four 
feet tall and has a locking ladder or the ladder is removed when no adult is 
supervising the pool. 

 In-ground pools are required to have a fence. 
 When installing a swimming pool a building permit is required, please make sure you 

stop by Town Hall and get the proper paperwork. 
 Town Hall hours are Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 5:00pm. 
 The Town offers a discount to Senior Citizens for their property taxes.   You must 

be 65 years of age by June 30th, the property must be your primary residence and 
your name must be on the deed.  If you are eligible please bring your driver’s 
license to Town Hall by May 31, 2013 to receive the discount.  The discount last 
year was 50%. 
 

Public Works Up-Dates 
 If you suspect a water leak or have excessive water on your property, please contact 

Town Hall immediately, so it can be investigated. 
 Please make sure that your trash cans are taken from the curb by the next morning after 

the trash has been removed. 
 If grass gets ten inches or above the Town will send out one notification for the season 

advising that the property is in violation of the Ordinance.  If the grass is not cut the Town 
will cut the grass and charge the owner.  The minimum charge for grass cutting is $100.  
If the grass goes over ten inches again during the season the Town will automatically cut 
the grass. 

 Grass clippings are NOT to be placed on the street.  The grass will go into the catch basins 
and cause a problem with the water flow through Town. 
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Police Up-Dates 

 All passengers in a vehicle need to be in seat belts or child restraints. 
 Parking on sidewalks is not allowed and is a fineable offense.  
 Skateboarding is not allowed in the Town of Felton.  Anyone who is caught skateboarding 

will have their boards taken and a parent will have to come to the Police Department to 
pick up the skateboard. 

 Please do not allow children to play in the street.   
 Children under the age of 18 are required to wear a helmet at all times while on a bicycle. 
 Please keep your doors locked at all times. 
 Secure your vehicles, even in your driveway. 
 If you plan to travel this summer, please come into the Police Department and fill out a 

Property Check Form and the Police will monitor your property on a daily basis. 
 Please report any suspicious activity to 911.  They will contact the Felton Police 

Department.  It is best to call and report the activity while it is occurring.   
 
Utility Bills will be mailed out the first week of April.  The bills will be due on May 10th.  If the bill 
is not paid by the 10th of May, a $25 late fee will be applied to the account.  A delinquent letter 
will be sent out with a disconnect date on the letter, if the bill is not paid by the disconnect date 
on the letter an additional $50 disconnect/reconnect fee will be added to the bill and the water 
will be shut off until payment has been made in full. 
 
Dates to Remember 
 April 2nd  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 April 8th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 May 7th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 May 13th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 May 27th  Memorial Day – Town Hall Closed 
 June 4th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 June 10th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Mar. 29th  Good Friday – Town Hall Closed 
 
Planning and Zoning Meetings have a set date but will only occur if there are items for the 
agenda.  If you are interested in attending a PZ meeting check our website to make sure there is 
a meeting.  
 
You can also go onto our website felton.delaware.gov a week before our meetings and review a 
copy of the meeting agenda. 
 
The Town also has a page on Facebook with updates on what is going on in Town. 
 
Please feel free to contact our office with any questions or concerns you may have regarding the 
Town of Felton.   

 

 



Town of Felton 
    P.O. Box 329                     Phone 302-284-9365     

Felton, DE 19943                    Fax 302-284-3449 
   rgreene@townoffelton.com 

 
From The Desk of the Town Manager 

Rebecca L. Greene 
March 21, 2014 

 
2014 Council Election Date

 

  The date of the Council Election has been moved to April 7, 
2014.  The Election will be held at Town Hall from Noon to 7:00pm.  In order to vote at the 
Election you must be registered to vote with the State.  The Town does have a list of 
registered voters, please call Town Hall if you would like to verify you are eligible to vote 
at the Council Election. 

• Trash pick-up the week of May 26th will be on Thursday, due to the holiday on Monday. 
General Up-Dates 

• If you see a violation in the Town please make sure when you call Town Hall that you 
have the proper address.   

• Above-ground swimming pools are not required to have a fence as long as the pool 
is over four feet tall and has a locking ladder or the ladder is removed when no 
adult is supervising the pool. 

• In-ground pools are required to have a fence. 
• When installing a swimming pool a building permit is required, please make sure you 

stop by Town Hall and get the proper paperwork. 
• The quarterly trash fee  will increase by $2.73 per quarter.  The new quarterly 

trash fee will be $57.36.  The increase will be effective July 1st. 
• Town Hall hours are Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 5:00pm. 
• The Town offers a discount to Senior Citizens for their property taxes.   You must 

be 65 years of age by June 30th, the property must be your primary residence and 
your name must be on the deed.  If you are eligible please bring your driver’s 
license to Town Hall by May 30, 2014 to receive the discount.  The discount last 
year was 50%. 
 

• Please make sure that your trash cans are taken from the curb by the next morning after 
the trash has been removed. 

Public Works Up-Dates 

• The Town has been authorized to give out more than one recycle container per resident.  
Please contact Town Hall if you would like an additional container.  There is no additional 
charge for the container. 

• The Town has received several complaints about cats roaming the Town.  If you feed a cat 
you are responsible for the cat.   
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• If grass gets ten inches or above the Town will send out one notification for the season 
advising that the property is in violation of the Ordinance.  If the grass is not cut the Town 
will cut the grass and charge the owner.  The minimum charge for grass cutting is $100.    
If the grass goes over ten inches again during the season the Town will automatically cut 
the grass. 

• Grass clippings are NOT to be blown/placed on the street.  The grass will go into the catch 
basins and cause a problem with the water flow through Town. 
 

• All passengers in a vehicle need to be in seat belts or child restraints. 
Police Up-Dates 

• Parking on sidewalks is not allowed and is a fineable offense.  
• Skateboarding is not allowed in the Town of Felton.  Anyone who is caught skateboarding 

will have their boards taken and a parent will have to come to the Police Department to 
pick up the skateboard. 

• Please do not allow children to play in the street.   
• Children under the age of 18 are required to wear a helmet at all times while on a bicycle. 
• Please keep your doors locked at all times. 
• Secure your vehicles, even in your driveway. 
• If you plan to travel this summer, please come into the Police Department and fill out a 

Property Check Form and the Police will monitor your property on a daily basis. 
• Please report any suspicious activity to 911.  They will contact the Felton Police 

Department.  It is best to call and report the activity while it is occurring.   
 
Utility Bills will be mailed out the first week of April.  The bills will be due on May 10th.  If the bill 
is not paid by the 10th of May, a $25 late fee will be applied to the account.  A delinquent letter 
will be sent out with a disconnect date on the letter, if the bill is not paid by the disconnect date 
on the letter an additional $50 disconnect/reconnect fee will be added to the bill and the water 
will be shut off until payment has been made in full. 
 
Dates to Remember 
 April 7th  Council Election – Noon to 7:00pm 
 April 8th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 April 14th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 April 18th  Good Friday – Town Hall Closed 
 May 6th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 May 10th  Utility Bills Due 
 May 12th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 May 26th  Memorial Day – Town Hall Closed 
 June 3rd  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 June 9th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 July 4th  Independence Day – Town Hall Closed 
 
Planning and Zoning Meetings have a set date but will only occur if there are items for the 
agenda.  If you are interested in attending a PZ meeting check our website to make sure there is 
a meeting.  
 
You can also go onto our website felton.delaware.gov a week before our meetings and review a 
copy of the meeting agenda.  The Town also has a page on Facebook with updates on what is 
going on in Town. 



Town of Felton 
    P.O. Box 329                     Phone 302-284-9365     

Felton, DE 19943                    Fax 302-284-3449 

   rgreene@townoffelton.com 

 
From The Desk of the Town Manager 

Rebecca L. Greene 
September 20, 2013 

 
Halloween Treats 

 Costume Contest from 5:30 – 6:00pm 
o Age Categories from Birth to 12 years old 
o Categories:  Cutest, Most Original, Scariest & Best In Group 

 Trick or Treating 6:00 – 8:00pm 
o For kids 12 and under only please 

 Town Hall will be providing light refreshments during trick or treat hours. 
 Town Hall will be giving out treats to the children. 
 The Mayor and Council Members will be riding with Officers in Police Vehicles passing out treats. 

 
General Up-Dates 

 Trash pick-up the week of December 23rd  will be on Thursday, due to the holiday on Wednesday. 
 Delinquent tax statements will be mailed the second week of October.   
 If you see a violation in the Town please make sure when you call Town Hall that you have the 

proper address.   
 Town Hall hours are Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 5:00pm. 
 The quarterly trash fee has increased by $2.61 per quarter.  The new quarterly trash fee is 

$54.63.  The increase became effective July 1st. 
 

Public Works Up-Dates 
 Please make sure that your trash cans are taken from the curb by the next morning after the trash 

has been removed. 
 If you have damage to your trash containers please contact Town Hall and we will arrange for a 

replacement container to be delivered to your home. 
 REMINDER:  There is no burning allowed in the Town except for a fire pit that is above the 

ground.   
 Make sure your water meter is visible and accessible.   Some meters are covered with grass 

or yard ornaments.  The PW employee needs to be able to access the meter in order to get 
the quarterly reading. 

 Please remove the newspaper from your yard and make sure it does not go into the street. 
 Snow season is right around the corner.  There may be snow residue left in front of your driveway 

after the streets are plowed but we try to keep this at a minimal.  We appreciate everyone’s 
understanding that the PW department is prohibited from clearing off private driveways.   
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Police Up-Dates 

 Skateboarding is not allowed in the Town of Felton.  Anyone who is caught skateboarding will 
have their boards taken and a parent will have to come to the Police Department to pick up the 
skateboard. 

 School is in session so please be aware of children in the area while you are driving. 
 All passengers in a vehicle need to be in seat belts or child restraints. 
 Parking on sidewalks is not allowed and is a fineable offense.  
 Make sure you secure all items you have outside, including grills, bicycles, etc. 
 Children under the age of 16 are required to wear a helmet at all times while on a bicycle. 
 Please keep your doors locked at all times. 
 Secure your vehicles, even in your driveway. 
 Please report any suspicious activity to 911.  They will contact the Felton Police Department.  It is 

best to call and report the activity while it is occurring.   
 
Utility Bills will be mailed out the first week of October.  The bills will be due on November 10th.  If the bill 
is not paid by the 10th of November, a $25 late fee will be applied to the account.  A delinquent letter will 
be sent out with a disconnect date on the letter, if the bill is not paid by the disconnect date on the letter 
an additional $50 disconnect/reconnect fee will be added to the bill and the water will be shut off until 
payment has been made in full. 
 
Dates to Remember 
 Oct. 14th   Columbus Day – Town Hall Closed 
 Oct. 15th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Oct. 21st  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Oct. 31st  Halloween Costume Contest – 5:30pm – Town Hall 
 Oct. 31st  Trick or Treating – 6:00–8:00pm  
 Nov. 11th  Veterans Day – Town Hall Closed 

Nov. 12th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Nov. 18th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Nov. 28nd  Thanksgiving Day – Town Hall Closed 
 Nov. 29th  Day After Thanksgiving – Town Hall Closed 
 Dec. 3rd  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Dec. 9th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Dec. 25th  Christmas Day – Town Hall Closed 
 
Planning and Zoning Meetings have a set date but will only occur if there are items for the agenda.  If you 
are interested in attending a PZ meeting check our website to make sure there is a meeting.  
 
You can also go onto our website felton.delaware.gov a week before our meetings and review a copy of 
the meeting agenda.  The Town also has a page on Facebook with updates on what is going on in Town. 
 
Please feel free to contact our office with any questions or concerns you may have regarding the Town of 
Felton.   
 



Town of Felton 
    P.O. Box 329                     Phone 302-284-9365     

Felton, DE 19943                    Fax 302-284-3449 

   rgreene@townoffelton.com 

 
From The Desk of the Town Manager 

Rebecca L. Greene 
September 22, 2014 

 
Halloween Treats – October 31, 2014 

 Costume Contest from 5:30 – 6:00pm 
o Age Categories from Birth to 12 years old 
o Categories:  Cutest, Most Original, Scariest & Best In Group 

 Trick or Treating 6:00 – 8:00pm 
o For kids 12 and under only please 

 Town Hall will be providing light refreshments during trick or treat hours. 
 Town Hall will be giving out treats to the children. 

  
General Up-Dates 

 Delinquent tax statements will be mailed the second week of October.   
 If you see a violation in the Town please make sure when you call Town Hall that you have the 

proper address.   
 The Town is in the process of selling two properties in town due to delinquent taxes/utilities.  The 

Town makes every effort with the property owner to resolve billing issues before the Sheriff Sale 
process begins. 

 The Town has received numerous complaints about children playing in the street.  The 
children are not getting out of the way of traffic and vehicles have to stop in the middle of 
the street before the children will move off of the street.  Please do not allow your children 
to play in the street. 

 Town Hall hours are Monday thru Friday, 9:00am to 5:00pm. 
 The quarterly trash fee has increased by $2.73 per quarter.  The new quarterly trash fee is 

$57.36.  The increase became effective July 1st. 
 

Public Works Up-Dates 
 Please make sure that your trash cans are taken from the curb by the next morning after the trash 

has been removed. 
 If you have damage to your trash containers please contact Town Hall and we will arrange for a 

replacement container to be delivered to your home. 
 There is no burning allowed in the Town except for a fire pit that is above the ground.   
 Make sure your water meter is visible and accessible.   Some meters are covered with grass 

or yard ornaments.  The PW employee needs to be able to access the meter in order to get 
the quarterly reading. 
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 Snow season is right around the corner.  There may be snow residue left in front of your driveway 
after the streets are plowed but we try to keep this at a minimal.  We appreciate everyone’s 
understanding that the PW department is prohibited from clearing off private driveways.   

 
Police Up-Dates 

 The Town is enforcing the Abandoned Vehicle Ordinance.  Any vehicle left on public 
property that is disabled or untagged is in violation and can be towed.  Any vehicle sitting 
on private property that is disabled and untagged can be towed.  The vehicle is towed at the 
owner’s expense. 

 School is in session so please be aware of children in the area while you are driving. 
 All passengers in a vehicle need to be in seat belts or child restraints. 
 Parking on sidewalks is not allowed and is a fineable offense.  
 Children under the age of 16 are required to wear a helmet at all times while on a bicycle. 
 Please keep your doors locked at all times. 
 Secure your vehicles, even in your driveway. 
 Please report any suspicious activity to 911.  They will contact the Felton Police Department.  It is 

best to call and report the activity while it is occurring.   
 
Utility Bills will be mailed out the first week of October.  The bills will be due on November 10th.  If the bill 
is not paid by the 10th of November, a $25 late fee will be applied to the account.  A delinquent letter will 
be sent out with a disconnect date on the letter, if the bill is not paid by the disconnect date on the letter 
an additional $50 disconnect/reconnect fee will be added to the bill and the water will be shut off until 
payment has been made in full. 
 
Dates to Remember 
 Oct. 7th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Oct. 13th   Columbus Day – Town Hall Closed 
 Oct. 20th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Oct. 31st  Halloween Costume Contest – 5:30pm – Town Hall 
 Oct. 31st  Trick or Treating – 6:00–8:00pm  
 Nov. 11th  Veterans Day – Town Hall Closed 

Nov. 12th  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Nov. 17th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Nov. 27th  Thanksgiving Day – Town Hall Closed 
 Nov. 28th  Day After Thanksgiving – Town Hall Closed 
 Dec. 2nd  Planning and Zoning Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Dec. 8th  Town Council Meeting – 6:30pm – Town Hall 
 Dec. 25th  Christmas Day – Town Hall Closed 
 Dec 26th  Day After Christmas – Town Hall Closed 
 
Planning and Zoning Meetings have a set date but will only occur if there are items for the agenda.  If you 
are interested in attending a PZ meeting check our website to make sure there is a meeting.  
 
You can also go onto our website felton.delaware.gov a week before our meetings and review a copy of 
the meeting agenda.  The Town also has a page on Facebook with updates on what is going on in Town. 
 
Please feel free to contact our office with any questions or concerns you may have regarding the Town of 
Felton.   
 



ADAMS-SIMPLER-WARE AUXILIARY 
Post No. 6009 

Veterans of Foreign Wars 
OF THE UNITED STATES 

PUBLIC INSTALLATION SERVICE 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 11, 1946 - 2 P. M. 

to be held in the 

FELTON HIGH SCHOOL 

FELTON, D~LAWARE 



Program 

Advance of Colors 

Pledge Allegiance to the Flag 

Singing of National Anthem 

Invocation by Department Chaplain 

Obligation of Members 

Auxiliary Institution 

Installation of Officers 

Acceptance by Auxiliary President 

Introduction of Post Commander by Auxiliary President 

Presentation of Bouquets to Gold Star Mothers 

Introduction of Guests by Department President 

Greetings ......... . ... . . . Louis A. Szymanski, Dept. Commander 

Musical Selections-"God Bless America" .... Mrs. Amos Moseman 

Accompanist-Mrs. Benjamin East 

Guest Speaker ......... . Past National President Florence Stark 

Ladies' Auxiliary, V. F. W. 

Singing-''America'' 

Benediction ............................. Department Chaplain 

Retiring of Colors 

Officers 

* President .......... ..................... ..... Margaret Kates 

Senior Vice-President ..................... ..... Willow Bernard 

Junior Vice-.President .. .......... . . ... . .. . .... . . .. Doris Jones 

Secretary ......... .... .. .. . .. ... .. . ..... ..... Frances Morris 

Treasurer ......... .. . ....... ............ . Mystle Brittingham 

Chaplain . .. . ...... ......... ......... ... ...... Doris De Long 

Conductress .. . .... ...................... ...... Mamie Adams 

Guard .. . ... . . .. ........ . .............. . .. Blanche Sherwood 

Historian .. . .. ... ..... .. ....... . ..... . .. ........ Ella Melvin 

Patriotic Instructor .... . ............ ...... . Louise O'Day Kemp 

Trustee-3 years . . . ...... .............. . .. Estella Brittingham 

Trustee-2 years . ........ ..... .... . .. .. .......... Aura Sharp 

' Trustee--1 year . . ... . ................... . ...... Emma Kates 

Color Bearer ..... .... .. . .... ........ ...... ...... Mary Harris 

Color Bearer . .. ....... . ..... ... ...... . ... .. Ruth Brittingham 

Color Bearer ....... .. .. . . . ................ ..... Frances Cook 

Color Bearer ............................. .... Pauline Frazier 



Members 

* 
MAMIE ADAMS 

BLANCHE SHERWOOD 

EMMA KATES 

MARGARET KATES 

MYSTLE BRITTINGHAM 

DORISE. JONES 

DORIS De LONG 

PEARL De LONG 

WILLOW BERNARD 

ELIZABETH WARE 

AURA SHARP 

ESTELLA BRITTINGHAM 

FRANCES B. MORRIS 

CARRIE SIMPLER 

ELLA MELVIN 

JENNIE S. HARRINGTON 

ANNE MAY SHORT 

ELSIE DILL 

ELIZABETH L. KEMP 

IDA M. MACKLIN 

ROSE ADAMS 

ADELIA E. HUGHES 

PAULINE FRAZIER 

GRACE NEEMAN 

DpROTHY M. O'DAY 

BERNADETTE O'DAY 

HILDA DILL 

MARY M. HARRIS 

NETTIE B. GREEN 

HELEN O'DAY 

RUTH B. BRITTINGHAM 

MARIE LOUISE MOORE 

GRACE M. BOHANOM 

BEATRICE L. HARRINGTON 

LOUISE KEMP 

EDNA L. KELLY 

KATIE DILL 

VERNA COHEE 

MARGARET S. EVANS 

SUSANNA CLARK 

FRANCES COOK 

ELIZABETH GLEASON 

JEANNE ROGERS 

ELSIE MAE TRIBBITT 

MARY HURD 

ELNORA JARVIS 

ELSIE M. PRICE 

BERTHA ROGERS 

GENEVIEVE S. SMITH 

WANDA K. HALLMA~ 



Christmas Candlelight Tour 
sponsored by 

The Felton Community Historical Society 
Sunday, December 13, 1992 • 5 p.m. - 9 p.m. 

$6.00 Block Ticket 

Bus Tour to Begin at Felton Fire Company Parking Lot 

Buses Donated by Doc and Fern Harrington, Felton, DE 

Program Tickets Compliments of 

The Felton Bank 

Proceeds to be used for 
Felton Community Historical Society Museum 



Christmas Candlelight Tour 
sponsored by 

The Felton Community Historical Society 

1. Governor Truitt House Dr. Michael & Elaine Bradley 
This circa 1740 house is named after the 17th Canterbury-Milford Rd. 15 
governor of Delaware (1808-11) who resided between Rd. #380 & Rt. 12 
there from 1796 until his death in 1818. The 
present owners maintain the house in its stately 
style. 

2. The Bright House Art & Ruth Am Bright 
This American 4x4 design (which means 4 County Road #378 

<• 

rooms on each floor) was built at the turn of the at McGinnis Pond 
century. The 19.9 acres adjoins McGinnis Pond, 
originally known as Lexington Mill. The home 
boasts beautiful interior trimwork and lends well 
to the beauty of handcrafted furniture made by 
the present owner. 

3. The Other Place Mrs. William D. Hammond 
This farmhouse was built in 1937. All of the oak County Rd. #31 
framing was cut out of the Hammond woods Canterbury/Magnolia Rd. 
and sawn and planed by Simpler Lumber Co., 
Felton. H.D. Hammond lived on the farm from 
1937 until his death in 1969. The present 
owners purchased the farm in 1971 and have 
lived there since 1981. The Hammonds lived 
east of this site previous to 1981 and always 
referred to this farm as being "The Other Place." 

4. Defibaugh/Bryan House George & Janice Bryan 
This lovely warm home was built in 1922 by Alternate 13 at light 
Howard B. Defibaugh and his son, H. Clair Woodside 
Defibaugh, prominent builders in the Dover area. 
Maude Defibaugh designed the house and drew 
the plans to scale. It was the first house in the area 
to have indoor plumbing and central heat. The 
Defibaugh's spent $100.00 per year on shrubbery. 
The Bryans purchased the house in 1987 and have 
continued to make improvements. 

5. Woodside Mansion House Robert & Elaine Squier 
This stately Victorian home was built in the 1850's County Rt. #30 
by Henry Cowgill. Mr. Cowgill surveyed and cut a Woodside 
road through the forest from his farm (Longwood) 
near Willow Grove to intersect at the railroad in 
Woodside. Mr. Cowgill was the first railroad station 
agent & postmaster at Woodside. After Mr. Cowgill 
Barnard's death in 1989, the house was purchased 
and remodeled by Robert & Elaine Squier. 
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Felton carrK· into existence in 1E:i6 during the tir.1e of . 
the bdHci i.19 r: i. tl:e Delaware Railroad. The railroad located ½ 
m~le ea::-,i. of a littl-2 town known as Berryto·11n was called Derrytown 
Station and also, Jchnny Cake Station l .. ter Frederica Station. 

:..·(:.'l ten j s situated in South Murderkill hundred, in the 
mi.dale of Keni. County, approximately 11 miles south of Dover, 
a1~proxi;:,ate.ly (; miles west of Frederica, and appro:d..r.1ately 7 miles 
north of Harr in':]tori o 

T!':c town is i mile sqL;are with the railroF?d in the 
exac".: center or, t!1e northern and southern lines. The town was 

_incorrora i.d l.Je fore 1·s6l. 

The r.1atter of giving the town a name caused some heated 
. controversies bot;veen the reor:le on the west side of the tracks 
~ho referred to it as Berrytown Statio~, and the people on the east 
s idr! of the tracks who referr2d to it as the Freder :..ca Station. . n 

One day a farmer on 'his way - ~o market \·iith a basket of 
eggs wa~, stopped 'uy several citizens who were invo 111ed in an ··.· 
arqumer,t. on the subject. The f3rmer . was asked . for a suggestion 
th~t min~1t wlve the ;:.,roblcr.i to the satisfaction of all concerned. 
!le ro~lied, "Why not call it 'Felton', and make).t a r:arncsake ot' 
Mr. Samuel :.1. Felton, a director and r,resid<~nt, 'of the Delaware 

.. _. .. Railroado", · Fror.1 that day forth, the to•,vn 'had a""'namc of its own 
"\~/ '. ,to _E,u_t _ ~~,-.~J-~_J ... ~_e_vel, wit~ _t~e· dig · · e ' ( o~l~~~~ t owns. ;,{:.-::- : ·, · .. ,~. :~- ,./ .. ~-·., -:. · .:r- ···/'~·.' :r:;v:-~_, ::· · · · ·f .:: 1.~- -:-.:: h~/l ( ~~11\\.: '\f.f\-::-...:: '." · · · ;;it,(~··,,., ,,; , :·· .;_:-':,~.'~({/~ ~;•rn ' i~53. Mr. Sarnuel ;_ M; Felton ~was-:i-"a d :tre·ctor o'f - th_e· ·railroad -r. '-, ,, f11"1 • • .,.~ r - ,-. i t ••' . ' I. • !l) -tt' ...,, ,.,_'fl . I J • , • , • ~ i#.:./!.,dii · i.'i :1. ~;·~'- · J-.if. •i:.samuel :Maxvielli Har . . '· of the. Delaware .:. "'· i. " 1 ;r~•~! ,,\• .:\'-'-.f.1~ r, ••· ~ .i _. 1• - I' .- ► ~ t- --V• 

~~- 1., ••-t..•• . .. ~Mr;,;:,~_l:/Jf?i:~; /\Ra :l~r ~~.s! ,,tii~,d~j b;; HJ. s el e~St';~ l~?:' f(s ~de!:}t ~itJ~aii~:.J'htJJ~;1:?7~i£te:--~:~::~f! i/· '. .,?:·-rt YY :;:··./::_-_;:~ - . . .r-t.-~~--4:••~ i1-'?'.1:.,;~"-Th · ilt in, ,1865 ,anu -~., , .:, •c .. ~;· ::r, :~ 

.. . 

;~ --.-~/ · .. .. ~ . 

'\4-> ;~?-_-/;>,· 

j .J,.r, ~r!, •;.'1f.. .'f/ f i!; i ',,•!M-~ 
'-t . ~ ; ., •• ,,. .. ._ - ~ (l,.\,..t"' 1'? • '4- •,•,{" • :,_.j,Y(T~ ':ti< ~"", 

1
'.lf .... n!ame'i:i'. i¥,:·~ Sai~ tors~·-,: ,_'fh1s : ra1lroad ·; ' •. : ·.•• ,_ ., ' .i:,,;Ji,, 'Jf.!'~ • ~ ... , ·H".19 •.•t · f , •-· · · . •• aomihatecLH lf '1:thcir 'fa'st 'steamboat, ·.:,:· (- ·• t :=; .)' 4 i<\..,~">-k~ !"' "~· .;..,,;\~/'"· · · ·· ..,. , .... - :-. • T-he!.'",/ amue l t.;_;..Jvi' 10 n -Jme frorri the Wilson · . iJnt~ l~}/ toii~1l-~[E~~~:~:;t[1~1Je.~ ~§~ ~~:011~~~~~ ~~~~.t 11 labo_r er ; left ·- . ~.

1 
,.' .~, ~;_e x~los,i ve l:~~ l;tf l:~J ~-1'\~ ~~.L~,eE.:/._~?Jl,~!i anq_ 1D~-i,:.ft_~~e:;- · ble·:: up ~t _her , .p1E:r •. ;.. :·t-The :. Felton>-.. was;1>Jater rebui.l ~ ahd ·sold for:,. ~xcursi~m service_ on .the . ~-:~ 

:i_{, c·tii~:~/:~·.ake ', B
1

~y-~<:\·\f ) .~'.;-~~'"/f~tt:: ~~-~ t.:·:•,.~: :_'t\t.f.:~·!?"'-·.{ · (·: .:. ·· · .. , :·: · ... ·:. . •~~ -~ . . 

1··1 · f h c lrntt, R_ichard, Last c t e Steamboats 
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me fir r.t cer.sus of Felton was taken in' 187C 1.~bich showed 
a populdtion of •~.;7. 

The iwx t census taken was in 1880 whic~: showed -~'. :~mall er 
pc•pulat ior, of 3B3. This can be explained by the .J act that the 
f'enny;:c:tcker .Sa 0iJr:1il l anc.1 Lumber Yard was moved froin Feltor. -; to Wilmington 
in 167.3. 

After 1880, the population showed a s:teady increase upwaxd 
through 1920. The 1920' s wP-re the peak point in_ Felton I s history. 
The to\';n wa.s flour5.shing' with basket. factories, · sawmills; ·a creamr:iry 
with a · gcod business in fluid milk, a .canning factory, many store s , 
shops , and D hutal. 

In 1930, the town suffered kn $80,00C fire in the heart of 
the bu s ines & district. At that time, ! the town had no modern water 
sy stem and water had to be r,huttleq f~om Harrington ·by-,:r·aifroad • 

1 
From 1929 to 1940, there was a declin:c -due mostly to the 

~ :~ ~- ,--~~··! .. ~--
de'r,:";ess ion. Many of the people left Felton to··~-ee !~ job·6-i'n the · 
c i ties·o -·•~-'. ·'q·.•. - ._· _; •. .,,. 

~ ·t ~ . .:·~ - "· ➔ ,.. ~ -_;· ':~~·!'. . ~--,:,. . . ,. 
;-

In 1~59, Felton had another fire damaging many businesfcs 
- and som~· r2 ~-idencef;' homes. Estimates o L the damace s :v1er: e over 

•. -· i10 ooc~oc . · · . ~ .. _ ' · · ··~--·· ·.• · \:~ -. : > ·. . . ·. ' .. . . . . {(, '..:;:;~~ . _:,~~,·:-.. .:_ 
· ·. ·. . · Felton, · 1 ike· all _otry~~ ;·~m~l:~·;1~ nt C~~~~J~, " is 
1an<,; i:-:9. : The , .town is becoming surro.unp i ng developments 
~Jfe~d:'9)_~ t l:{e ·J ainil ~a,r , far6:J~Acf lf.ft.~~ ltoifli~~it/ar_f of an 
-.b. ··" .,. '-,d ' ' _, ···1 '' •:•r,...,. I ... 0·d . ·. d. • ·•·· "•··o .... ¾iJ.- 1 . •'•"t ·'•1.t ... "''•~. st''' t ,·. ' · an1zc COf;lo exo- _ .. eprn s ·.oo .- over . o .o :-, .. ne.. a c, · ... 

· ': - • • '\ ~ • • ,,.. • • •• .;.',. , -:- ,· •• r'> .j-:--; ~ ::'i•• •• ;: .. ~ ~- ""'t~ .. • ,(,. ,• ,.,.";. . , 

' r ~los t /?t1e i _~ .. s,'i~mp~~Y~!:Pr::-d:-· Fo,r e,,~l.¾~~~e' ._<;l :food 
,q,~:e:;S,.~lQ9i;~tr~1:}.1 :sj; f?,r .. ~· .. ~ Pi YllJ:.{1t,,c-?l , 
e , local peoJ,le o.!i;13 • -,.:::·,~•-t'i~_;:-,,~.;..,, .,_ · 

: •.• .' .e.';.,__ ... ~ .·J:'j J,ri , ~ ~--.,~~-:· . -"":.- -:· / .. 
. ' .. -., ··~~~-l '►:.'\:~·.,"~}Ji,~,- .:Iil , ,i.; .~ff<;. ~Yf;..J: .. ;1P.:_:-r~ .-r ~ ·:~•,1 , 

.. : ,_· .. : :--;.•/ :- s __ , t ~·,9.,.,~~j\_. §,;;:~•t", _ _t~;, the .. PO_v\{~ a,~ ~on ~-f, ,, . 
lton is basically . the "- same years ·ago. , 

;f .·· . ; {l'~'; ~;?'?~~~li .::...;:.:..;:.=....;.=~ ,-:·· ::\/i~f . ·'~~- ,: ~:;_ ~ -
1870 " ~ -· . · . 

. 1880 . 83 ~ 
J.900 400 
1910 451 
lC:120 771 - hi ghest 

·• 1930 46 3 ,, 

- . 1940 442 
•. 1950 4c:-

J~ . ~. 1960 422 ., 
¥ 1970 495 ,_ .. ,. 

·-- ·I ,.._ .... . 
' -:-.:-~ 

' ~--

'· - .--r:fl I•• 
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c. Developr.wr!t 

The tovm was developed on land owned by t.'ir. Joseph Simpson 

and /,tr. Alt:rcd o. Ciifton. The _farr:ier, Mr. Simpson owned the land on 

the north0r :-, side of main st_reet and sold lots for building. Mr. Clifton 

who~o land was on the southern side of mairi street refused to sell land 

tc, Jnycnc, but ac_Jreed to allow people to build en his land -for ground 

rent. 

'n 1856 when the raiJ.roud and Adams Ex1_r1.~ ss authorities 

opened their offices, Mr. Robert W. Reynolds was the first agent. 

he was shortl, followed by Mr. George Co Hering ·11ho Jfter a brief 

period was succeeded by Mr. James B. ConQer. Mr. Robert Reynolds and 

his brother o~;ened n general store on :the southea-.t corner of Main 

anJ Lo~bart Streets. There was one blacksmith sh0 ; and one farm house. 

In the fall of the same yeal, a hotel v;as built by Mr. Hering. 

This was called the Fountain House and later Smoots Hotel. The 

buildi ;J still exists and is owned by Mr. Fred Casper· who purchased the 

r,roperty in 1966. It is his residence, ·and it alsc houses a grocery 

store mana~ed by Mr. Ronald i'/alters. 

In the early days of the town, there -.,ere two bakeries, 

one of which was owned· by Mr. Prettyman. The ba:c:n~ was done out-of­

·doors. In 1869 tc 187O. Mr. Prettyman's _outdoor furnace wGs located 

on Railroad Avenue. 

Mr. Sam Morgan manufact~red· c.k~ iages. His pl
0

ace of 
businer;s was loc3ted where .the Bank now ~s.tands. There were · two 

br ic1: yards in _. Felton between 1860 and 1870. · .puring this_ t~e, 

.'Felton had a lu_hi~~t .yard, sa\-.mi.11 :and ~w9 fo-~~dries. \,i/ ,. 
• ·' .- ~ •·. ' • : ·~: .. ,~ ,, .... ~ : .- •.: 'l.: 

' ' •, •, • 

. ·. 
> · ;_ · ·.• In 'the· early -70' s· "a foundry was · converted into ·a ·.c basket :-: ,0 , • 

. mill by Mr. James Hubbard. ;· , . ., -. / ,· . ,·, .. 

Mr. J. H. Jones manufactured v1agons in the _early:'. 7O's 
and continued 'for fit_h, years. · ·· -.· -. ;:, · · , .. ~- · 

· ~ J • \ ., • • 

Dr. Jefferson Luff built his general store, drug store, 

·a:-1d granary in 1884 anci continued to -o:)erate_ it until 1904. 

In tho late 7O's .1nd early f;,o•s Dr. R. ;v. Hargadine, an 

imr,orter of ::;cedf,, was thE:: first to introduce: er L!r1son clcve in 

Dr.: L=w,areo Dr. l-lar0adine reportedly owned and OfJEr=i.ted the most 

e ;:tc1·1sive 9r c er.i10uses on the ;-:,eninsulJ. i-lis seeds were irnportod :1·or:1 

Euro pi::·. 

Ur. Geor0c Godwin and · f.tr ~ Char !es Severn wnre carpenters 

,;nd '.)·dldint_) contractors. Godwin's business operated for a half.· 

ccntury o 1!/hile Severn 1·10rked from 1860 until. 18tl0 in Felton. In 
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18?0, 3n cxchanue fer flour and 
M:r. Harry Lyne:-. and his father. 
developcu ;:i wholesale fruit and 
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meal was ovmed and managed 
Mr. Walter Harrington and 

produce business. 

by 
1'.\r. Lynch 

For a number of years, Mr. Gilbert Meredith handled the 

Felton branch of the Farmer's Exchange. Later Mr. James Jones 

acted as ar. independent shipping agent for the farrrers in the community. 

Fel to .. was kn01·m as a peach ship.ping center in the late 70' ~ and as 

late as 1908. 

In 1910 a cooperative creamery built by Mr. John Jones 

ca;ne to Felton • . It was later a milk cooling station. A good business 

in fluid milk was carried on -until about 1930, when the plant clo~ed 

down becau.;;e his company (Breyers see photo5) had enlarged the Harrington 

plant so that it took care of both communities. Then came a canning 

factory owned by Mr. Al Conner • . The ·,:A & P Compan.Y operated it next, 

followed by Paramount Poul h·y Company- who operated it until Swift Company 

bought it. The Swift Company is still in operation in Felton. There 

were two ltlf.",cer yards in Felton during this time. 
. t; . ' 

At one time there were four1' automobile dealers in Felton. ·· 

Mr. George Milbourne owned a blacksmith shop on Main StreP.t. 

Mr. Clarence Voshell was a dealer in farming implernent_s from 1910 

to 1938. Mr. Louis Outten opened a watch repair sho !J -in 1900 and 

. operated it for over sixty years, repairing watches and clocks for 

f;P. 0ple in other communities as well as in Felton. 

,_ 

. Felton boosted a newspaper in 1967-} 968, "The Felton 
Standard". . ." ,{:-_--. r . -•}•-· -

. 
' 1i . .-.~ :-· /t:~ .. ' ,--

.At present, .. indust:ry and bus.· -:., " •' :,~ 
. ' .,· ,.,,.-:,, 

-(!..!, :,. 

. -. - ~ -. .~ , __ : "' .. :..''\ 

,· . : Agway Fertilizer Company C • -::· 

·:.: .. :: Swift 'Poul try Company (proce 
.·.;·:·?·-_':::<outat?Poui try Company ·: ( hauff 
. . '.-~·- ·-~ Simp.ler . Lumber. _Company . ::,_.t 
·-,~ ·.·:• · AlL''Right Rubbish Company '';Ct . . i:e.m6va l) 

·. Par_nell' s 'Mobil Station ·-: .. /,·,Ti'"-', ' : ';: •✓ -.-

-Bell's Axco Station -
Berry' s Funeral Home 
G &- ·B Market (groceries) . 
Vlininger'.s Market (groceries 
Felton Hardware 
Felton Bank 
~,loore Brothers· Barber Shop 
Various Beauty Shops 
The ONl • s Nest Tavern & Retail Liquors 

r, ..,~•·-; ... ~ f;"°~ ~ .. ;J.,-. 

~~; -~ ... --· - . ~" 
·.~-:-::· -~ . -

/ 't "~ 

E. B. Warrington-Massey Ferguson &. Oliver Farr,1 l,lachinery 

Many men in our area are enga9ed in painting, plumbi:.g, 

and carpentry. Several are contractors in business for themselves. 

·,"':.-.. -
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D. General Status ·of Town and Nearby Areas 

We ilre a typical small town and have few industries of 
ciny size. S1·1ift Poul try Company is oux largest industry, hi.ring 
approxir:iately 150 people, most of them from the Felton area. 

/-:bst of the people employed in all the local businesses 
live in the area. The majority of the people who work must look 
outside of the community for a job. Many are employed in Dover 
at International Latex, General Foods, State government, civil 
service jobs d tho Air. Force Base, and others are employed by 
the duPont Company in Seaford. 

New dwellings have created an automatic urban renewal 
pro9ram, r.eplacing many buildings of the late 1800' s and early 
1900's. Felton does not have any vacancies, probably due to the 
housing shortage created by the Dover: Air Force Base. 

ll 

All the dwellings · that have . been built in the last ten ,, 
years are modern ·ranch type homes. ·· 

i: ,. 

On July 1, 1969, consolidation of Felton, Harrington, 
and Frede:rica school riistricts was accomplished in acc·ordance 
with an Act of the State Legislature. Commonly known as the 
Educational Advancement Act of 1968. In a contest to name the 
consolidnted district the newly formed Board of Education chose the 
name "Lake Forest" proposed by Margaret (Peggy) Phelps, a Felton -, . · 
eighth _grade student. The district is _plested with beautiful .. -~/-'.. __ ;:, 

- •· lakes and forests, and the high school has both a lake and a forest . 
adjoining the school property. . . . i .. ·. 

•, I•- ,-.• • , - "":,. • •.: - t ,•'.•~•,; ~ • 7.::_ . •• • , _- ',,,,1••,, 

_ .. The __ ~ake Forest I3c?ard _of Educ13tion ~hen desig'nated · this 
building to serve grades nine through twe-lve for the entire district 

. . , and named it Lake Fo:rest High School. - __ .-:· ·.: . ·. •,: ,_ 
.: ':.+- ~~~t/ . ( . T z L ~ : I' • • • ' ' r ,~ r;.r .. ~)---.-;;,;~ / 5;~~ ~5~;:i·~\~_i1~· i-.~~tI:r; .. t ·,. _.~:~-,l~-~--'J" '::- ';. .· 

· · · The- school was· builf 'to acc001llodat·e 7_00 ptip.ils initially 
: ..:. i'. '• ' · , : and <fes igned ~o be expanded ; to-·:a ;;};a pa city o{;:1\ ·600.-··~;/('.,, " -c,:,;=. •. i'; ,' · '. ·: · ,_ •. 

•• ·.- / ~: i• ·-. ·;. 1,-"~;·zi:t?·•~'.'4~·,·t•~~ •~f~~~i- t >-~•-~ .l}·.:..:t,t-~ I 

The Felton School became Laki.For·es( .North Elementary; 
the Frederica School became _Lake: fO:r~·s< .. sa_st., .¥-1.~me~f~~y·; :the 
Harrin9ton became Lake Forest· South Elementary· and .the· W. T. Chipman 

,_. . , ' .. 
Jr. 'High School. , '-.. ·'--•~' 

For many years the people of Felton. had no othe:r school 
facilities than those afforded by the old-fashioned school house 
situated a half mile east of town on the site of Purnell's Meeting 
House· lot and hence called Puxnell's School House. 
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in the 1860's some of the more wealthy families in the 

community did not wish their children . to attend the free or public 

school. A group of these wealthy men formed a stockholders• company 

and built a seminaxy for the education ~f their children. The 

Felton Seminary was completed in 1869. and was ranked as one'of the 

leading institutions of the entire State. -

The Seminary was discontinued in 1885 • . Between 1873 and 

1875 the public school burned. Another one-room school took its 

place along the railroad tracks. It was used b'f all the pupils of 

Felton. About 1884 it was moved to Church and High Streets •. In 1885 

an addition was made, so that it became a thr~e room school. This 

was the origin of Felton High School. . 
. . . 

The principal in .-the public . school on Church and High 

Streets· in 188o was Mr • . Tyndale, who -~s followed by Mr. OJtten 

· and then Mr. Lattomus. In 1907 Or. Ho~loway took the position. 

He was succeeded by ·Mr. George Messersmith. Next came Cecil McDonald, 

Gleen ·McKay, Howard Evans, ~uben Friedel, Clifford Simpler, Thomas Pyle, 

Mr. _Myers, Mr. Evans, Mr.· Leach, and Mr. · Hahn, who was the last principal 

in the location before the school mov~~ over to the old Seminary 
building. . 

c:) In 1920 the State Depai:itment ··of Education bought the 

seminary building for use as a high .school. Mr. Calvin Afflerbach 

was the first principal in this building. He was succeeded by Mr. 
John Thomas, Mr. Virgil · Wiley a"nd .Mr. Felix Mick. 

· - ... · ·· .·1~1'r·: ~::t·.t:: .. '. ,\;· · ./ · ·. .. · · - · 
In _1927 a _bil~ ·was passed by . th~ . State Department for ·a 

. . building -program to inclu<;ie a new elementa:ry and high school buildipg 

' . , ~ .. •·:,; .' ' for Fe! ton~·. This buildiri(;{was ·t'o._""ce>ntaln .thirteen rooms and an 

-, .. ·-·· .·• t :... ... '· ·: -auditorium-gymnasium •to cost/ $117,.21i, '.- of which .$101,500 'was · ..... · .. 

. , . ·,"···: ·-~, appropriated ·by .the .Stite·.'and <the ··rest t~orne '. from local sources. ··. 

;;~_~ .. ~: . •·<( :.; .. } :; The . school .. w~s .. ?P.e"'!~d ; 1n·) _929::_·\:.A1; . thi·s time,, Frederica :dropped 
., .. • •''(':'At~••:: ·_~.;:1!' i't"s·· ninth .''anct'.':-:t'entt( graoes ''.'and·r1these•i;•pupiis came·_. to Felton·. . r,::,..~. ··: · ·; · · 

. • . •. .- .,. • : J .· • t· ~ · • • . , . t·• .•.. ·• ••r J' . • ·• ... • • · • •• 

:,,.;:~\, , .. •,'.;{-~~; ::. .. ;_:}~!;,D~ -~~-.·. Pet.ry.',yJa~ .... th~ ."pri~~ip~l ,, o.f. t}:l~s·· s.cho?:1- until ih~s retirement 

- : ' ·:;-: .t ·'-'- in"l947 / ~ Her•wait'fol101,led ~·oy·~ M.1;~t :H;"',f ~· Cobley' arid theri' ;by Mr~ Howard 

.. · :;.· ·-. :/~'·: · - · ._ . .-,E .• ·_Henry~: ·· ' : :~,~~:;~'.>;:-;-~f;:·j;;\;':~:i:/~,·:,::<:;;,;·:.-•:·?· ·:·tl :,: •·.~.: -.-!:. ·· : .~· :· ··"· ·1 .: · ·"· 

•. ' • , At this time Felton· .. had •twenty three ·.teachers and thirteen 

of them held Bachelori s ··aegrees~~--1and five· of'thern held tl1eir· Master's 

degrees.' Much . additional work was -· done· by man~ ~.o enrich the courses 

they taught. · Special r~ference was ·made to work done ·1n speech, drama, 

choru5, psychology, business administration and military science. The 

average teaching experience at this time was twelve 1nd a half years. 

The object of the cotll'se was to acquaint students with opportunities 

available in the aviation industry and in the military aviat~on • 

. •• r. , ,. 

. . 
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During Mr. Henry's administration the enrollment sharply 
increased. Two building progl'ams - doubled the size of the school and 
made possible the addition .of the commercial ahd vocational · agriculture 
courses. A third addition in 1957 doubled the size of the cafeteria­
gymnasium-aucJi torium, and provided seven more classrooms. 

Still another addition costing $415 ,ooo was comµlet0d in 1962. 
This addition included six new elementary classroo~s, five senior 
hi9h classrooms, two science labs, industrial axts shop, and a new 
athletic field. 

The schools original cornerstone wa~ removed to permit the 
joining of a new east wing onto the o~iginal building. The same stone 
was re-engraved to add the year 1962 to the original date of 1926. 

II. NOTEWORTHY RESIDENTS 

A. Present 
.I 
i 

In 1949 Dr. HoY1ard E. Henrv 'c ame to Felton School as 
• •I 

Supervising Principal. He held that c 'apacity for 20 years and 4 
years as Deputy Superintendent of Lakd ! Forest School District. Dr. 
P.enxy was instrumental in achieving th'~ consolidat i.on of Felton, 
Harrington, and Frederica Districts to form Lake Forest School 
Dist;rict. · He had worked with other Delaware educators and luymen 
toward this objective since 1950 whe n he served on the Kent County 
Committee for -School Dist:rict Reorganization. He holds a Bachelor's 
degree from Trenton State College, a Master's degree from Duke 
University, . and a Doctor's degree from the University of Fennsylvdnia. 

- His articler: on school administration, curriculum, and r,upil growth 
have been published in State and national magazin es . ' 

- • . .. •! 

'< . 

Mr. R-euberi . Outten was born in ·Laure1;·,February ·18, 1892 ~nd 
l, •,. \ •: . !· • . - ' ·• i i e ., ·.• • . , ' ' 

, . c ar.ie to Felton in 1896. Aside from learn]..Og everything /ibout clocks 
. . . ·,, .. from his father, . Rube OJtten worked in the ba!:ik~ t factory in the early 

· . . /
1 
• •. ''1900 ' s. ·., He. got paid .75 cents · pe:r 100 ba skets . ,· All baskets were .made 

. ::t by' .. hand~ 1 :'.He' rP.calls ·'a Mr. Wil Godwin made 60i b aske ts f rom' su'n u~ · · .. 

· / till · sun down. breaking a previous record of 4 00,. · Mr . o_utten ~_s_!,art~d , 
. with the Pennsylvania Railroad in 1912. He retired :-after 4? : ycor' s 
· ·s~rvic·e.2 ·· · ' · _, · · · · ·· · ·· · 

·1•1-
• 1' 

: B. · .Past 
.. 

Mr. Jorn Bassett lvbcre was born in Smyrn;:i :::.ut educa··tr:d in Fcl ton 

Seminary. He lived in the house opposite the i·,1et}·,odist Church. He was 
Se cretary of State under two presidents. In 1921 he wa s np~o inted head 
of the In_ternational Court of Justice at the Ha<? 1Je in H') ll clild ci;1ci 

') 
"-JJlease refer to news p,aper articl es and r; i ct i.:re s . ~:-,t ·· > :~3/Jri!.';.; 

State ;,Je ws, April 4, 19t9, donated one corn nlete rage to i,i.r, .:::ut t r,n. 
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also served in numerous diplomatic positions. After his retirement, 

· Mr. MJore devoted· himself to literary work until his death in 1947. 

Mr. James H. Hu9hes was born on the outskirts of Felton, 

and was educated in lav1. After several successful years of legal 

practice in Dover, Mr. Hughes entired politics and in 1921 ran 

(unsuccessfully) for governor. In 1891 he became Assistant Secretary 

of State from 1897 to 1901. In the late 30 1 s he was elected United 

States Sen.:itor. After completing senator i al duties he retur ned 

to Dover until his death in 1953. He was 86 years old. 

In January 1897 Harry V. HoHov,ay began teachin9 in· Felton 

where he served as principal until 1902. In 19()/l i:e r,,arried l.iabe:l 

Connor, th0 daughter of State Senator Connor o; Felton. In 1914 

he received his Philosophy Doctorate at the University of Pennsylvanin. 

Under" the existing school law of School Code, he became County 3uµer­

intondcnt of Schools and in 1921 under a ' revision became State Super­

intendent of Public Instruction. He held this of f ice longer than . 

any other man in any of the States except one fron \ii isconsin. 

Ii 
In 1903 George S. Messersmith became principal of Felton 

School. He was Vice President of the State Board of Education fro,:'\ 

191-2 tc 1914 when he became a diplomat. In 1919 he was appointed 

Consul at Antwerp, Belgium and six years later was Cor:sul Gener .'l .i 

at Belgium -and Luxemburg. In 1926 he was appointed Consul General 

at Buenos Aires and in 1930 held the same office in Berlin. Ambassador 

Messersmith became Assistant Secretary ' of State in 1937. Later he 

-traveled to Cuba and Mexico as Ambassador. 

Mr. Jol}n Shilling was born in' 1884 and came to Felton v1hen 

, ,I . . _,{-' he was six yeax s old. After . graduatinf from Felton High School he 

attended Goldey _ College~ then taught for' a year·. P.e received his 

, · . doctorate at Dickinson in· 1908 then went-:Zo Trenton where he taught 

,.-): .~:., '.._ .. ·,; for ;eight ,_ years.: .,,:_ From)916 ;to __ tl918 he taught.-'in ~:orth East High in · 

•,. ·, · Phildadel'phia., _·:In ' 1919 he became··Kent County :superir.teride_nt of . •·.·· 
· · -:•>· · ; .,· Schools. ,,• A year·. later he :-became Assistant Superintendent·.of .Schools 

. in charge of Se~ondary Education. ' . , .. ·' ·~·-/~ . ,'.,~,,('-~•<' !;,J'f -, '1 .. , .,;~-

•. - ~ • ; ~•· : • • • • • • • • • ~ I .__ 

. : -~ ... - .; -

Mr. Randolph Hughes was . born in Felton in 1908. H_e 

graduated from Felton High School in 1925 and Wed")y College . in--

1928. He also attended the University of Maryland Lai'i School. 

Mr. Hughes was State Bank Corrrnissioner from 1951 until his death 

in 1969. I-.tr. Hughes started his banking ca:reer <1 s a runner at 

the Equitable Security Trust Company, 1/Jilmington. In 1931 he was 

elected as cashier of West Dover Trust Company; 1-!art ly, und lat er 

served as director, Vice President, and Pre sident of the bar.L. 

At the age of 26 he was elected to the St ,:1te House o f Rq::re.s e,,-: ;ytivcs 

where lie served as minority floor leader. Mr. ::-, ,;hes serJ0d a: a1; 

assist~:". 'L to the preside:1t of i.he Industrial Trus.: Cu. lS,26-1937 .::.nd 

' .:.,:-. 

=;:-"~f~~,-
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that year bec"me secretary to U. S. Senator James Hughes, a post he occupied 
for the next five yeaxs. Promoted to lieutenant COITllilander in 1946, he joined 
the u. s. · Navy in 1942. A trustee of Wesley College and a member of the 
National Press Club,~~. Hughes had been active in the National Association 
of Supervisors of State Banks serving as treasurer, vice presided, president 
and chairman of the executive committee. 

Born in 1883, Maude A. Reynolds, lived near Hopkins Cementary v1est 
of Felton. She was schooled and graduated from the Felton School. She was 
a first grade teacher for forty tv.Q years in the ·Felton Schools. In 1954 
a wing was added to the school, and named the Maude A •. Reynolds Elementary 
in her honor for her years· of dedication and service. Upon her rct irement 
in 1957 she received the distinguished service award from the Delaware State 
Education Association for her efforts in raising professional standards and 
her years of service. She died in 1957 at the age of 74. · Note! A former 
student recalls a little play house in Mrs. Reynold's classroom for when you 
were bad you had to sit in the little· houseo · 

Another merchant of the Town of Felton was Elmer R. Poynter. Elmex 
and his wife, Amy, came to Felton in :the 30' s and ran a wholesale produce 
business. In the early 40 1 s they ope'ned the only xestaurant in the area at 

· the corner of town and Rt. 13 at whic~ tl!Tle it was a white bungalow type 
structure. Many of the town's children spent a lot cf time at the restauxant 
and latex .at the restaurant and service station, (n::>N Parnell's /,bbil). Also, 
Amy and Elmer had an Ice Cream Parlor ·.•in the now vacant building across from 
the hardware whore they sold mill ions of cones of good old Cupid Ice Crea11. 
In the early 40 1 s they built the first Motel in the area one mile south of 
town. At this.time, there wasn't. even a motel in Dover. Mr. Poynter served 
for many years in our area as the Justice of the Peace. He was the Stat,J 

Republican Cornmi ttee man and ~erved many · times a·s a delegate at the Republican 
Conventions. In his later years he served as the Kent Co. Civil Defense Director. 
~tr. Poynter died in January, 1974. ~tts. Poynter new resides in Harrington. 

III. ACTIVITIES OF THE AREA 

.A. Recently Established 

Long-Standing 

None 

~~ 
The Felton Avon .Club is a women's club in Felton that has an inter­

. ... , , . . __ es ting history and has done much to foster . 9<?~~ ~in the community. The Club 
·w'as organt~ed in 1895 and federated iri 1896. ·There was thirteen charter 

· .• ·. ·,1 . · . members • . , The Club was or9ani~ed· as _a Shakespearean Reading .. ~lub and was 
knovm as "TIK". It later became known as the . Felton Avon Club • . The Club has 
a long record of achievements of which it is ·very proud • . •rrie ·Felton Avon 
Club meets the first Wednesday of each_' m<:>nth :to. study suc,b, ._di;Jeise_ fields 
as education, art, history, prison reform, hlghway safety·; ' healt.h, community. 
improvement and home economics. ·The Club's motto is, "Bestirring as the 
times". 

fraternal organizations and their auxiliaries include?: 

1. The Independent Order of Oddfellows was organized and rece:ived 
theix Charter in 1659. 

2. The Rebekah Lodge ·was instituted in 1932.. 
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B. During the: Civil War "Felton Home Guards" were organi;·ed ~bout "' ~ :'- ... ") ' ... 

May 16, 1661 with tr.e following officers: C~ptain. Thomas D~_ar~i~ "- .. , ....• 
First Lieutenant R;·,.B." Duncan 
Second Lieufenant ..,.o'; \ l.~l1lotte..,, ·Jr. 
Third Lieute~an·t -:~ J·:#1•J·. Ton~:r .. · ... ' f. 

\· Fourth Licuten~n! )~ :~~ ·\Bai_~~r,>_I., · ·,,,. 
'\ Surgeon Josep_h ?lffipson .. ,·. :: !,;..·.:;,: , .. ~. • 

-.. ,.-:l!·Y,~ .. ~.t--. "'"' '. 
•' ✓... ~::;/ • .:\~ ~-~t;};t'f 

The Trophy Grange No. 22 was! orqanized in 1875 a·nd ·it · 
Charter received· October 11 of that ye1a:x. The fir st i,1aster_' wa~s 
Mr • . George Killen. Insofar a's can be bsccrtained' Chartex···n;e·m~ ..- , 

:·.::·1,;.·7;.,;/'i~i~tif"'.~• were· as follows: · Mr. & Mrs.: Geor0e . Killen; .Mr~ & Mrs. ~fyr6° _ ... ,,. "i~'i 
r. ,' -b.\·', -,,, '"-J .:...,.~~~."'""\' .,.,,...... . , • ~ • - •· - •• ,~ :. .. ; 

;:~::;t ~;.';::./_.':::~tiL'..:: Mra & M:r-s• Benny Gooden, _ _ t.rr •• & .Mrs. John 511 tter, /ilr. & :l~J..,, ~i)•; 
:.A ·.)lt~if-W:.; .,:,:Kydder·, Mr • .. & .Mrs. Charle,f .R1ce,_. Mr. & Mrs. Edwa:z::d Kill.~!1•·. :lt=.,. · 
:.. W -·!'J , James Hubbard, Mr~ & ·.Mrs. Leach, Mr. & Mrs. Peck, tvu-. & .·,. 

~J;.;:•?;.·J~-~'J:,.· .. _. .. Saulsbury, t.t:s ·: _clari.so~_,.~~~~'.:i h~ry and Mrs. John .Heyd. · \Y 
. -, ._·,, 

<). ... .,,.-'·1,: The newly,·organi.zed ·~.grange laid a firm 
P'i. - •"- • ' • • ~ ..,... , .. , .., ~~ ' ... ""' • -

. oya ~ ty·;., aj-1.t .. ~o~~e~.?,; i~_~::,;;A_ -,$I\2~ . .'~~~-~l i~ of ·. f O?P:,r.a.t i ve 
e.11 in g · wa.s. d<:,n~./PY·: tJJ~. ~g;.g~ri 1~ ~j:. i9,n • ,(IJ\~-.: bLlfl:per.;. pea 
875 .:was·:· oo1ed/ arid '{s6lci'.·colle'ctivel ·. •·. a·nd( the··Ysales 
•, '·1t ra?i-~~und · :o'1rr,~coinrtti1'·lldtfs;-;{~·r: -~t~:t~; ~e\d rw:. t ff~;'.gr a 

' !i-4,•:,'.'-~.!~•-;'I"'.,,., ·• •! \ ,--i·"'' ..1;I •--«.~l(-~,1.; -",l.~-~-},\l,"'"-t.;".-C.,1._ I~ •': ~ .••.••/ ~ .~ 

outed ;..to ';,the~members· on-° Comm1s.s10 .. -;agen 
!;.,;:.,';'_f'.';'!_\ i i~~~.,._ l" •-.if•--, :'i'••;.,,11.i,H~.:-•'-..) .. ! •''°t"'' f~•1"'°~· :\{ ,rf •-~~,')~#-.\'~!'- ~~'c_:~',~: ~ ,-•• I 

~).ow ;,t,·p,;e .s~nted::-:a .1 ange '"'a-~} a_-\~9k,en 
l.,..'f'e'as~·nt'~:1,ifsT'•-..•. , n - -· · --- .i" .- ·· . ., ·b 

J ~ •• : t • I, • ~ IP.~:•~" ":'l" 

el iif'tr';·a~e ' .r}i 't · became{/the h 
r <v • -.+- i.-"' 'L' ~ .. 'lt.,. • ..:•-,;., .... ""J•:~~,,.__,, ,.j. ~ •; .•rg,~·. i'~ y ,. • :4.· .-·.:; .::: ,.$,. ... ( .... 

. ~!!leftili..e:ru, }1tq:~.9wrt:._., . ··- ,.. . ... :t•;:1 ";§.~op_;.t!°ie::ir;~pl 
-htE:/actual Cwo:tk --.of~bui!ding/ wi:is ~'be· ur{: •:•tJ_Mcrst ;rof t 

nl 11py '·:ih"~ .:-me~r·sr.,· ti1ems'e'i✓e's'.:~t1~>1;1/'t/1~~~:- .".:t1;t~?¥-::::k 
_ ?~.- _ ~ ,,? ·~~t-~;-~~~;. . .1:· ·~ ~-~-t' (:-·J· · ;;::..~;~.i'"t·:~~:..1-~~-:~:4'r::!::· •·· .- .... , •- '•;.:..-c·.1 

,ff:_( · •. ~-.~<.: -. . ' .. ' .. Du:t in'g the\~;~~:-· ;h~~-the State F·;·i~ ·w~s hel .. ' . ,, . 

;\~:.; ·., Trophy Grange was always on hand with a cooperative exhibit;-.' a·n·~ ~;:(,}, 
,., the organization carried off a fair share of prizes. Tho mer.1bers ·· ~, , .... ,.,., .. -~.;.: ,.,. 
f'. '. , who could not make the trip to Elsmere spent much time collecting ·•·i·" .·., ·., · 

i~if~i;;.'--; .• :• .•· exhibits' for 'those who could go. ,:·:·. t~_k_:}{}:-.::' 
;-.. • ;:.,~.?:.,'.. . . ~.,. ,..,, ,,,_.,. . 
~ ........ ,... . .:.f"'··~·- ·•:._·~·~;,~~~ '£~>-·&··.: · .• 

:.· • • ; :, ::{,::_;~-~ ¥ · . • ' ' • 

.,, .,_.). .. ·.·.• . :·i , .. :..~~t~.:·_:_;1~\:':i~~;•r~~~;~--!i>-~--; 
•. :( •. ., .. 'v,;r '· ;, _,.~,,.,'>c_.lJ,h;..t~1•~lt~ t~ .,, ,. . ·' ·· ,,. . .. .,. , . . .. ;{ .. :;~/:7~-.: ... ·r-· ~:i,o{;;~ ;/'tr>~ .. ,1~;• .. ·•; .; 

f" . . . 

-~. -;,~,.,..,~-,~-~ ',, ... !• \1:·~· ::~.•-

_______________________ ,;;;;;,,;;;;;;;.;;,;;;;;;;;;.:.;=:;;;;:::.::.:.:::.:.::::.::::::::!.::.::;;;:.;.:!;;::.:;;::::::,:;:;;:.:!'...::""::;'::..i ~::~~~~~~-~~·~·_:1.}~t2/t::~··~·;~·.cA{~;i{-,4:~ '.. ~i; 
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. In _tl1e . early days there was a fair and bazaar •·in: thc· . . ,, 
Grange hall every year, and the proceeds were . used to . r ·e\ i ; e·· the , 
stock. In the year_s that · followed, the Grange lost a good inany 
members because of death, the depression that followed World War I 
and migration to other communities~ New members .who had had~ no 
part ·. in the bu.:.ictin<J of the hall had no conception of the mag·nitude 
of the effort . and the spirit of the undertakin9 and 1·1ere. therefore 
not interested ir. retiring the stock. As a result of thi5, ·for 
several years the payments were made slowly. The debt is now 
satisfied. 

Al though the membership was not as large as it r:1ight 
have been, the Grange carried on in the tradition in which it 

.was founded. \ 
I 
I 

The Granqe has now joined 1it~ Camden Grange. 

EpWJrth League - A youth group \same as the present M. Y .F. c. 
connected with the Felton Methodist Church. 

·. \ 
! 
! . .' 

.• .... 
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V. EXISTING LANDMARKS 

A. Landmark No. 1 

Page 12 

A marker on east side of dual highway indicating the farm 
formerly known as Burberry's Berry, the home of Captain John Caldwell 
a native of Felton. Captain Caldwell raised game chickens, noted for 
their fighting abilitya These chickens were said to be of the brood 
of a Blue Hen. ' 

Captain Caldwell's Company was attached to Colonel J. Haslet' s 
regiment which fought at Long Island, Whi tc Plains, Trenton and 
Princeton. When not fighting the enemy, the men amused themselves by 
pitting these ~lue Hen Chickens. 

The fame of these cock fights, spread throughout the Arnry 
and when in Battle the Delaware men fou'ght' so valorously that they 
were compared to the fighting cocks, with the result that they received 
the nickname, "Blue Hen Chickens". Because the Blue Hen was used again 
and again in the history of our country '' as a symbol for the men of 

· Delaware, it is now officially the mottd of our State. 

B. Landmark liO. 2 

The Fountain House housed soldiers during the Civil War. 
fountain House was first a Hotel in Felton, 1856. The first floor 
of the Hotel contained a saloon, a smoking room, dining room, and _ 
kitchen. The secood floor held the ladie~ parlor which boosted a 
stained glass window, that is still intact and eight bedrooms. The 
third floor contained 13 bedrooms. 

..... . . . 
I 
,\ 

In 1910 the saloon wa~ changed ~o a _grocery store. In . 
1913 J. B. Case purchased the hotel as a r ·e-S"ldence (Mrs. Ashton Jester's 
father). Mr • . and Mrs. Ashton Jester purchased· it ln 1946. ; The· Fountain 
house "is now 9~ecF by Mr / Fred ·casper ·as 'a residence and a' gr"ocery and 
meat market oper~ted by Mr •. ~onald Walters. · . · · · · 

_. _ ' • : _ ~ 1:1; ,' •' =•/• .,;._:~-~:• : •-~; ..: • .\: • • ~• ~I ; , •.•~ .. : ;: : • •· ~ 

The old Fountain -House Hotel is ·· located on Main Street next 
to the railroad. 

C. Land'llark No. 3 

The farm house opposite the Methodist Church is still 
habitable and connects the past with the present. For~er residence 
of John B~s~e~t /,bore. The farm hous~ i~s now ?J.rled and ~v~dr1, 5-.1-
by Edgar Jr.n tn. /,:vt:· ~ _ e,~ ~~ ~ ~~ 

D. Landmark ~:o. 4 

The Methodist Church located on ·the cor:ier of :.:ain ::it:.-eet 
and Church Street i's another of Felton' s landmarks. A tabl1~t in the 
front gable of the church as the date 1860 carved in 1 -c ,·,hich sion-• 
if ies the date of its erection ant:j,.doting the Civil Viar c;:inying-the 

•- • r_ 

f (~~-:~,.i-· . 
;!·: ~--!~i . 



0 
FELTO:{; DELA1NARE 

t' 

;.,,.••.f •\i%'t l it 
·,:;~ ·~~1p-t -~"i . ~il1 · 

~1ernory retrosrectively. to t Q~~_day~J:,9} s~averyo ln fact, the pews 
rn lhe gallery were bu1l t for and occupied by the slaves freed by the 
Emancipatior. Pro_clamation of Abraham Lincoln. 

VI. FORl,'.ER LA:illlviARKS 

, A. Lnndr;iax k :·~o. 1 

The ii10st f mous lar,drr.ark - The Seminary 

Th€ three story structure had served as a semi:·1ary for 
young ladies and gentlemen, and was a sanitarium for tho~,c afflictPd,' 
with spinal curvature, blindness, and othP.r chronic caEes. 

In 1860 a group of weal thy Felton men b',; il t the strt.;cture 
as a ;:,rivate school. Mr. Skinner, a graduate of Dl ckinson Co] lese, 
was the principal. The school provided lodging for its stud~nts 
who came fro1,1 Felton, suxroundin9 area's, and !--laryla:1 l. The: J.1arents 
provided _ food from homE: f?r the r.ieals .' 

4 
The firsi; floor was used for 'i( classrooms; the second floor 

· was ' gir_l's dormitory; and the third for the boy's quctI"ters. 

The establishment wai then one of the to~. ranking institut:o;-is 
of the State and produced a long line of educators. Its mos t famous 
graduate was reThaps Mr. John Bassett M:>ore, Presiden t of the Internatior.111 
Law .Court. 

: 0 • - · _. The .school closed in 1884. Three years later it or.ened r.is 
a Sanito:i:'ium i.Jnder the .direction of Dr. v:ebster, M. Raines, M.D., who 

' specialized~_ 'in eleGtr ica l treatmel)t• The building wa s then occupled 
. ' for several'· ye ar s".by Dr. Samue1 T .· ·_ Cubbage unt ii hi s df.!a th in 1915. 

~ ~•t\: • _ _ .•.;.'.~,~-..~ :~,~::•i • •-. fJ::;:~~~;lt";_••~"~~ J,'l•f._~ .~,~:; n'-.; ."v.,;~:r:' ,1 u ~• , . ._. •~ .·' •• • 

t' • ·> .. ". ·._··::;:>.; :,, . ·-,;·.·,:.The ') ~_i,lding _ <?nee agai~; ·,¥carne an i n_s·t i t ution of l earning , , .. 

-:<-- ~. :,•_,1 ;.~·,:-,,:f(\'~.i ~l\ ;Jts~-~~+e_;?A .. ~t_tiE: )~o ~~~ . ?f .-Ed~-~.?ti~n. _:.-. ~} wa ~.<~sed as a -~upplerue rd,ary 
· - · : school to · the Felton Public School built in 1885. Roth schools were · 

-:· . -:~ -=IM:;'; ,, ·.',,:~'.~~H~Rn~~rl~~~-9:wt t-.h.) l1~ ,9R,~:1i,ng o_f ~~he , pe_w .. ~cl}oo,kS~n i929:_ .. ~· i .· .. ' ' " ~ 
•. C t1,,-~f.7· ••~:,:,:,,. ~•~ ·• • , ; r• .:.· ·

0 
• .1.,:., . •, u :...;.:, - ·,,; • • - , , .. , .• ,. :. ·._ ~.;- ;~ , ; - ) r,. , ,, • 

. _' _,::•·'.:,;~~:ir .. Th'e" px'operty ··passed into t'ne hands of_ Mr s. '//illiar.1 ~;l~rker. 
~ wh·o occupied .- it· v,ith her son-in-law and d_aughter,- Mr . and iitr s~ J9 sepb 
' DeLon'g :i'and .'.'Mr ~ ·ari'd Mrs. :.James Bishop~·. Mr ~-Haxry -Car lisle wa·s tlic last 
. owner · • .,. He'\ ore' ft 'dovm for wood fo:r'·o~ngalov~s :~• iri11%C • . 



,-

( 
. ----· 

FELTON, DELAWARE 

VIII. ADDITIONAL MATERIAL 

A. Mr. Hen:!:y Aust_in from Felton, Delaware in 1923 r1as the lc1rgest 

asparagus root grower in the entir~ world. 

B. Mr. Geor~Je Rayne, born in Ger:nar.y, Febl'uary 11, ll:-182 war. 

in Amer ic~ since 1914 and traveled thxoughout the United States 

d~in9 his life time as a foot runner. In 1928 Georce ran fror:1 

Los /\n9cles -to ik:w York in 84 day~. H0 was 54 years old :Jt the 

tir:1e he nade that fa:-;-;ous run. 

(ieorge c,3.me to fel ton, Delaware i3round 1933 ~nd star:ed 

makir19 roc1.ing horses and sold them for $30.00. They were c;;rved 

and then upholstered in co1·1hide. :·le started r:.isi:1~1 0oats and 

seliim~ ther.·i 'Jsually just before Easter. George R~1y1~e no·.·1 9? 

ye?ar s old just recently -moved from _Felton to Virc_ii:1i2. ,1it.h sor,:o 

friends~ 

c. The r:-iovie sta.r, Robert Mitchum, was originally from the 

Tow:1 of Felton and attended Felton School. 

J. The .Town of Felto.1, from its.darly incer;tion w.til 1397 

held the ballot box for all the voters in SoLlth Murr.!,:rkill Hundred, 

from Delal'Jare Bay to the Delawart: - Maryland bounclry line:;. 

Three citizens who cast their votes fer more th;:in a '!~: ~;rter of 

a century ~'Jere nominated for Gover.nor of Del3.v1are. 

1. Thomas Boone Coursey in 1870 - lost. 

·2. John 'i'lood Hall of Frederica was electcct Covurnc:c of 

Delaware in 1879 - Democrat. 

3. Robert J. Reynolds of near -Petersbury ,,-;as elected 

Governor of . Delaware in 1891 - Democrat. 

_I The Town of Felton held the annupl Kent Co\1nty Democrat 

Para@'l3 most of the time· up until 1896 whoV they w,~re Jcitr.doned. 

From the To~-m of Canterbury, north of Feltc:1, Geor9e Truit 

was Governor cf Delaware from 1808 until 1311. 

E. Liquor License Application in Felton 1392 as fcllo~s: 

LesJl Notice in the "The Dela•,ia::2an 11
, ::at.., !.!arch 2E, li::92. 

I, Reyr.old·::i '~ool-:, o the To·Nn of ?nl-:-r_;·:, :<e,,t C~ ~~:~::.r, =Jr:d 

.Sfatc of Dela·:.'are de ;·,e.re>hy g ve no+.ico ti.at or. !,~) :;-. i<t'/ the:~'.-: ·.: ,-...,:y 

uf A~r.i.l, A.D. 1892, 1 ':.·ter:d tc r:iake t1:.•;.licc1t::..,,r, ·'.:c ::l-:E:! C,, :J:_,-~ uf 
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C.eneral Session~; of tlw 1;e1ce c:ind J.ail Delivery of t.110 St;::~.c cf 
Del.:iware, in ;md for 1:r:rnt County, then to beholden at Dover: for 
a license to l<ec~: · an I:in or Tavern, ar.d to sell intoxicat:.:.;v_ : liquors, 
in less qtanthi<Js thnn one quart .to · 0€' dl'Unk on t:1e !-rer.,ises at . 
the hou s -, k~1ow:1 as thr;; " Felton Hous·e 11 situated in School uistrict~. 
~los. 102 nnd l0~3 ,md b :J-alted School District tros. }:)2, 1C1, 54 and 
22 ir: Kent County nfoDesaid, and located on R?iilroad A'i,::1,11_;, i1! s:1ict 
town of i:eli.or,, Kent County, Del.n-.1a:rc afor_e:,aid, of ·.il1icii :;aid houf:e, 
,ictel z, nd p:tcr..ise s , I am te;i;:rnt. The resr;octablc ci ,. :.;'.cn :: rccomr,1endin9 
my sc1id a ;:1:,lici.ldor. (,:,r.e half of whor:i at least cire substantial free 
holders) ar,~: .JOS!);,L Sp~nce, J:imcs Abbott, iicirry c. lioic.Jf: :1 , 
C. P. Hardesty, Fl.. '/;. Har<Jadine, ·,v. ,\l'i.liJOurn, Ch3rli':'s D. 0:pj:'le, 
t:. Cha:;man, J. T. Leu, /,br:on Jabobs, T!1omas H. Kelley, Alber~- Vincent, 
};O\•,arc.1 Harrinr:]ton, James B. VJi.1.li.::ir:is, Ju:m 'Nilliar.is, cG'"",j~riin C. Hu ~~!, 
::i. i•,\. S.)tterHeld, John Sip!'.",le. 

r. 
16~_;6 

1856 
1981 
1866 
186(, 
1867 
1869 
1870 
1874 
188C 
1882 
1899 
1r;o1 
1914 
1913 
1934 
1040 

. 1942 

Felton, Del,a•,..mre, ;',la:·ch 18, 12<,2 
Reynolds Cool; 

The following are Doctors whc practiced in t! ic ~orm fro;!: 
un".:.il 1944. At the I;resent time; we have no Doc 1~or. 

Dr. Joseph Simpson 
Dr. .John A • 1\bore 
i)r. Andrew P. !~i10s 
D:r. Benjamin Hopkins 
Dr. Robe:rt Hargadine 
Dr. Conner 
Dr .• Melvin 
Dr~ Morris 
Dr. Raines, also was u Dentist 
Dr. J. M. Luff 
Dr. r•,bney ,- .. --
Dr. Cubbage 
Dr. Chipman 
Dr. Bringhurst 
Dr. Fitchett 
Dr. Faunce 
Dr • Sanford 

G. The next items are pictures and newspa:~•er clip;, i1gs of vc:rious 
places and events ln the Tavrn of Felton. 
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Cc:!r r olJ. ' s ::ia.:.e 

Locc1t ed on u. s. 13 - Felton, -Delaware 

Livestoc~ Auction held here ·every Friday. This auction 

sale ca~c to Felton in 19~1. 

At the sale on Tuesday they hold an automobile auction. 

This was an adcii,tion to th,.? activities of the sJle in 1973. 



TCiUwC, ~967 

0n J;:inuary 27, 1967, at 2: 32 p.m. the pov,er fail~d 

through-::>u"'.: the to1·m of Felton, rain fell in torren~s, ()ales 

whipped, a:.d skies darkened so much that it w.is i.rnpossible _to 

even sec. An fodist~nct rumbling was heard, and fear and question 

cr.tered the mind;, of all thP. citi.zens. 

A tor,iado had struck with deadly, destorying \·Jinds only 

yards from tr.e Fel'.:on School which housed 1,200 of the Town's child:-en. 

A few feet d\1ay from the School buildings were flattfmed o:r relocated, 

but fortunately the School was not touched. 

The School went on emergency service imr.1ediately and 

continued to do so the entire night. 

To sho;11 the spirit of the Town's people for basketball, 

our tearns played ball that night against J. M. Clayton at Felton 

and v1on. 

See the following newspaper clipping for more details. 
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FELTON FIRE COMPANY 

In 1939, a group of Felton residents, who were interested in fire 

protection joined together forming the Felton Community Fire Co. 

Prior to 1939, an old hand pumper was the only piece of fire 

fighting equipment available to the residents of this community. This 

was manned by local persons but they had no organization. 

On February a, 1940 the firemen purchased a Seagraves pumper 

from Denton Fire Co. and on February 17, had their first call, a chimney 

fire at the residence o-f Cornelius Hurd with no fire loss but a little 

water damage. 

In 1951, we built on our present lot a building t6 house thre~ 

pieces of equipment, a meeting room, large dining room and kitchen. 

In 1965, after purchasing an ambulance, we needed more space 

and built an auxiliary building across the street in the parking lot 

for the ambulance and one truck. 

Soon we needed more space and in 1969 we added our new engine 

room which houses six units thus allowirg space for all our present 

equipment. 

It is with pride that the Felton Community Fire Co., Inc., 

displays its building and equipment to the public which has played 

an important role in its development. 1 
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FELTON, DELAVJARE 

OTHER THAN THE PICTURES AVAILABLE THE FELTON 
FIRE COMPANY NOW PROUDLY DISPLAYS THE 

FOLLOWING: 

1972 - New Ambulance 

1972 - New Tank Truck 

1973 - New Grass Fire Truck 

1975 - New Hahn ,Pumper Truck 



FELTON FIRE COMPANY 

From my great-grandfather, John Green's, records, I find that he 
was Felton 1 s town assessor 1875 . to 1884. 

I find that the Felton Fire Department was organized February 26, 1883. 

Chief Engineer, Mr. Fred Hubbard, Assistant Engineer, Mr. David Hugg, 
Elected Assistants; Mr. W. T. Parvis, Mr. W. P. Waldman, Mr. A. P. Hugg, 
Mr. w. T. Sapp, Mr. Chas Cook, Mr. Wilbur Needles, Mr. B. Lewis, 
Mr. J. H. Morris, Mr. Edward Hugg, Mr. William Hugg, and Mr. J. H. Parvis. 

The committee to solicit subscriptions toward paying for the Fire 
Engine and Hose was Mr. c. L. Luff, Mr~ J.M. Hargadine, and 
Mr. J. H. Hubbard. 

In the year 1884 they were to inspect and if suitable to buy the wheels 
from Mr. Dunlary and also purchase all other material needed to build 
the hose cart. To be builtas soon as possible. 

BY: J •. Ashton Jester 
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1851 PUMPER 

SEAGRAVES PUMPER 
Purchased Used Feb. 8, 1940 

Price $737.50 

0 

( 1 

\ 

.. 
•, 
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1953 GMC PUMPER 
Purchased Sept. 8, 1953 

Price $5,890.00 

1965 FORD PUMPER 

Purchased Nov. 15, 1965 
Price $28,820.00 

0 

-. · .. ·• 
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1946 CHEVROLET PUMPER 
Purchased Nov. 28, 1945 

Price $4,644.60 

1950 FORD TANK TRUCK 
Purchased Feb. 13, 1950 

Price $5,540.45 

Page 32 
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CONVERTED 1953 DODGE GRASS FIRE TRUCK 

Purchased Oct. 14, 1968 

1970 FORD TANK TRUCK 

Purchased Oct. 27, 1970 

Price $32,000.00 
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1969 CADILLAC AMBULANCE 
Purchased Feb. 19, 1969 

Price $20,000.00 

1970 DODGE RESCUE TRUCK 
Purchased June 10, 1970 

Price $13,000.00 
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FELTON METHODIST CHURCH 

BY: Rev. Hugh G. Johnson 
1959 - 1961 

Just as the history of the town of Felton properly 
begins with the history of Berrytown and Purnell 1 s Chapel, 
so the history of Felton Mehtodist Church must begin with its 
ecclesiastical predecessor, Purnell 1 s Chapel. It was there 
that the worshipping body now known as Felton Methodist Church 
had its beginning. 

Bishop Francis Asbury established a Methodist So6iety 
in 1779 which met at the house of Andrew Purdin, where Asbury 
found himself a frequent guest. He is known to have preached 
there more than once, and to have administered the sacraments 
there. That small but noteworthy society can lay claim to 
fame on the ground that they contribut~ seven hundred pounds 

Faqo Y, 

of pork towards the completion of Barratt 1 s Chapel, now generally 
recognized as the cradle of Methodism. From that time until 
the closing of the Chapel in 1861, subsequent to the erection 
and completion of the larger and more modern structure in Felton, 
the Chapel flourished as a center of religious activity. 

Purnell's Chapel was situated about one-half miles 
east of the present town of Felton, and was constructed entirely 
of wood. It was described as an old-fashioned building, about 
eighteen by thirty fee, with a high, canopied pulpit, after 
the fashion of Anglican Churches. At that time, Me~hodists were 
members of Methodist Societies of the Church of England. After 
the congregation began to worship at the town church in 
November, 1860, the building was remodeled and used as a school 
which served the citizens east of the railroad until 1870. 

On August 1, 1856, the Delaware Division of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad was extended to Harrington, Delaware, 
and operations began on that. line. At that time, there wa~ no 
town where Felton now stands, and the population being scarcely 
enough to support a church, there was no church, although 
testimony of contemporaries suggests that the need was ample. 

Francis Asbury, the first American Bishop of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the name chosen by the united 
societies in America, tells in his Journal under the date, 
January 22, 1781, that the boys to whom he entrusted the care 
of his horse while he engaged himself in his religious duties 
were given to racing the horse around a ha1¥-mile track near 
here. One afternoon aa the Bishop ~as riding by the trac~, 
"Sparks" rushed onto the track and race:-o against time, in 
spite of the Bishop's terrified and embarrassed efforts to 
dissuade the mount from the spectacle. Those watc~inq had 
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great sport at the expense of the churchman, and he dubbed the 
region the "Devil's Synagogue." 

As Felton began to grow around the freight depot of 
the railroad, two men, the Reverend Messrs. John Edwards and 
T. B. Killiam, who were copastors of the Willow Grove Circuit 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church held services of worship 
for the townspeople and neighboring farmers, which included 
those attending Purnell 1 s Chapel. The site of wors~ip was the 
freight depot of the Delaware Railroad. William O'Neil, a 
Methodist Local Preacher, succeeded Edwards and Killiam as 
exhorter for the community. · 

Five men, A. J. Wright, John Simpson, George W. 
Anderson, John W. Cartee and David ~eedles, who were both 
community leaders and Methodists, saw that the growth of the 
community warranted the establishment of a permanent church 
in Felton; the plot purchased is the same as that which now 
contains the church and the parsonage. Mr. Moore discounted 
the purchase prive in the amount of one hundred dollars 
provided a church was built on the land. 

Mr. James Kensler donated and delivered 175,000 red 
bricks which were laid by Charles Maskell and John T. Taylor. 

By June 26, 1860, enough progress was made in the 
construction that the gable-stone, sometimes incorrectly called 
a corner-stone, was laid. The Reverend Messrs. T. c. Murphy, 
Charles Cook, and J. Allen officiated at the gable-stone laying 
with the assistance of a Mr. Smith, who was not otherwise 
identified. Between June and November, the outside walls 
were completed, and a roof was placed on the shell so that ser­
vices were first held in the basement, as the first floor was 
called in those days, on November 11, 1860. J. F. Chaplain 
and John Allen were ministers at the time, and the former 
officiated at the coneeccration of the first floor of the 
uncompleted building. 

In 1861 the second floor was completed and prepared 
as the "Audience Room" of the church. Today it is called the 
nave and sanctuary for worship. The minister preached from a 
rostrum located at the center of a stage at the north end of 
the nave, from which he looked down upon twin aisles. One 
aisle was provided for women worshippers who sat on one side 
of the nave, and the other was used by ths men, wr.o sat on the 
opp9site side of the room. They were separated by a dividing 
wall three feet in height which ran directly down the center 
of the section of pews. The original pews are stil! in use. 
He looked up to a balcony at the rear of the r_oom, where the 
Negro slav8s sat to worship prior to the Emancipation Prc­
clamation. In later days, the freedmen, then callGd "laborers" 
continued to worship with their former masters, and neld 
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membership in the same churches, but remained in the balcony. 

By September 29, 1861, the entire structure was 
completed, and it was dedicated by the Reverend Dr. Charles Cook, 
of Philadelphia. The structure, _measuring forty-five feet in 
length and thirty-six feet in width, surmounted by a steeple 
and bell, had been built for a sum of two thousand, five hundred 
dollars, with no indebtedness. 

The five men who bought the land deeded it to James 
K. Burnite on January 30, 1865, who in turn deeded the property 
to the tru~tees of the Felton Methodist Episcopal Church, Inc., 
and to their successors forever. T~e trustees on that date, 
May 1, 1865, were William Simpson, Dr. J. A. Moore, William Case, 
John W. Cartee, A. J. Wright, George w. Anderson, Peter Creadick, 
William Creadick, and J. Lee. They are succeeded today by 
Richard Adams, Ingwald Saboe, Clifford. ~. Simpler, Robert J. 
Donaway, James N. Goerger, Lynn F. Torbert, Lawrence J. Kates, 
and Marion McGinnis. 

From 1856 until 1865, nearly a decade, the Felton 
Methodist Episcopal Church had been a part of the Willow 
Grove Circuit. In 1865, however, the.Philadelphia Area 
Cabinet, and the Wilmington Annual Conference separated 
the Felton Church from the Willow Grove Circuit, and appointed 
the Reverend Mr. H. A. Cleveland pastor. Horace A. Cleveland 
became the first pastor of Felton Methodist Episcopal Church 
as a station (single-church) appointment on faith and a salary 
of eight hundred dollars. He observed that the membership was 
not large, but that the people were energetic and liberal. 
He served the community for two years. 

He was succeeded in the appointment by the Rev. 
Mr. Thomas J. Quigley in 1867. Mr. Quigiey claimed "Considerable 
success" during the two years of his tenure, although he 
appended to his evaluation the footnotes that he labored "with 
but little fruit till near the close of the long year (when) 
there was a revival." Seventy were said to have joined the 

-church as probationary members during his ministry at Felton. 
He returned in 1869 and labored with but little success, 
according to his own evaluation. 

His commentary was verified by his successor, David 
R. Thomas, who "found the state of the church by no means 
favorable for success." He, too, found "but little fruit 
for labor bestowed." Indomitable, he returned to the charge 
in 1871. During this year, "about forty professed conversion, 
mostly backsliders." 

The Reverend W. B. Gregg followed thR Reverend 
Thomas at the church 1 and found much more success under much 
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favorable conditions, but found it necessary to leave the 
appointment after having served it for only a few days more 
than a year, stating that "the principle cause of my leaving 
so soon was --- ill health." 

At some time in the latter part of the nineteenth 
century, a long carriage barn was constructed in the rear of 
the church, facing on Church Street. The barn, characterized 
by a long row of open stalls, was originally used td shelter 
the carriages and animals of church-goers in inclument weather. 
With the changing of the times, and the advent of _the horse­
less carriage, the barn was somewhat modified. When automobiles 
became plentiful, the church converted the stalls into garages, 
and this proved to be a means of s~pport for the church, for 
as garages they could be rented to automobile owners. Along 
with the advent of the automobile came the tendency of worshippers 
to travel longer distances to the church of their choice, and 
Felton Methodist Church found itself bursting at the seams. 
Thus the very automobiles which had prcivided income for the 
church also made it necessary for the Church to expand, taking . 
the area occupied by the garages for that expansion. The 
garages were razed to make room for a Church School Addition. 

The Reverend Robert W. Todd saw irnpro·1~me:1t s made on 
the churc:1, and conducted a reopening ·service on Oct. 11, 1874. 
Eight yeaxs ·:,ter the Reverend Jonathan s. V/illis embarked on a 
similaI venture. 

A parsonage was constucted adjacent to the chGrch, 
on the same lot, facing Main Street as does the Church, in 1884. 
William J. Hubbard contracted to build a house for the chu:r-ch, 
to be used as a parsonage, for the sum of one thous;:rnd, three 
hundred sixty-five dollars. Al though there was occc1sional 
anxiety concerning the finances of the building, each pAy~ent 
was made in full and on time. The par·sonage built was i'.l ten­
room fram-:e dwelling, without central heating and without 
closets, as were most of the other homes of the ~)ericd. A 
parsonage foundation stone, containing a history· of the chu:rch, 
the parsonage, and a list of contributors, is located under the 
bay window facint Main Street. 

The original steeple was removed from the church, and 
a new one was built in the Fall of 1897; the Lask was co~pleted, 
and the bell ·11a".:: i.nstallf?d on Octo:Oer 24, 1897. ,\'o:-:r: thJ.n a 
half-century later, in 19~-4, i-iuxricane Bazel, according to 
·ni tnesses, lifi.ed -chc second steerile ci:~ec~ly cut o: the fra:,1e 
ar.d d::.,ur,r-:,8d it intc the stree: beside th'c? Chu::-c~'.. '.'y tr.e:, r.he 
co~-t. ):' ne·:i .::':.ee1,lr:< had become sc1;12,:1hat prohil-::.tivc·, ~nc..: ~-:,G 
C)f·~ici,=,,l EC•rU':i j(~C~(iAd not ~o :.nve3t J.:; ri t~1irci ~;te.:: -le-. ·t1 Lc~· 
::1rd~;~r-)d 3 :·.>: .l ~~"!:"/ CO;!_Stuc t2·"1 ·\;here -~.l ..... e S\~e:e;;l<..~ .. _:1c:~· r:~1_: ~;e~;·:. 
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A yeax later it was discovered that the old brick was 
crumbling dangerously, and soon would have deteriorated, causing 
irreparable damage to the old building. An attractive layer of 
artificial stone was added to three sides of the Chuxch. The 
fourth side was left in anticipation of the required construction 
which was to come. 

In August, 1957, after an arduous campaign· for assurance 
the r,roject would be successful, ground was broken for the 
expans~on of the building to provide more adequate educational 
facilities, and construction crews began their work the folloi'1ing 
month. The unit was completed early in 1958 at a contracted 
price of forty thcusand dollars. Because of the diligence -of 
the ner:ibers and the spirit of ecumenicity of the com:-nunity, most 
of the debt has been retired in the very shorl span of tl~ee 
years. The building was consecrated in June, 1958, since only 
unencumbered properties may be dedicated. The dedication is to 
come later. 

In 1959, from May until July, a garage was built on the 
back of the lot to house the minister's .automobile, and two 
additional chur9h school rooms wer~ built, both st a total price 
of $2,160.00. 

Today The Methodist Church serves the comrnum T.Y 
conscientiously through opportunity for citizens of all ageso 
It serves the women of the community through the Wcr.1an' s Society 
of Christian Service; the youth of the community through Church 
School, including the Methodist Youth Fellowship; the children 
of the community through the Church School, a Little League . 
Baseball Tear.i, and the Childl'en' s Choir. Adults and youth express 
their musical talents in the Adu! t Choir, while nearly everyone 
of the community worships at Felton Methodist Church from tme to 
time. 

A new brick parsonage was built in 1966 for a total 
cost of $20,061.15. 
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1860-1861 
1861-1862 

l.B62-l863 
1863-1864 
1864-1865 
1865-1867 
1B67-1870 
187C-1872 
1872-1873 
18TJ-1974 
1874-1875 
1875-1876 
1876~1878 
1878-1879 
1879-1880 
1880-1882 
1882-1883 
1883-1(386 
1886-1888 
1888-1891 
1891-1892 

' ( : 
l _ _; 1-992-1896 

1896-1898 
1898-1900 
1900-1902 
1902-1905 
1905-1909 
1909-1915 
1915-1917 
1917-1921 
1921-1924 
1924-19Z7 
1927-1931 
1931-1936 
1936-1939 
1939-1943 
1943-1947 
1947-1950 
1950-1953 
1953-1956 
1956-1959 
1959-1961 
1 ')61-1%3 
l }::J-1966 
196,;:;,-1%7 
19,:-7-1971 
1971-1973 
197 "j-197 

Pase 39 

MINISTERS OF FELTON METH<DIST QHJRCH 

' 

John Edwards, T, B. Killiam 
w. H. Merrill, John E. Elliott, 

William O'Neil 
w. Hammond, Rev. Weston 
w. Hammond, John :-varthman 
Joseph E. Smith,. D. C. Ridgway 

Horace A. Cleveland 
Thomas J. Quigley 
David R. Thomas 
w. B. Gregg 

• J. M. Williams 
Robert VJ. Todd 

·E. E. White 
Henxy Colclazer 
John W. Pier son 
Joseph Robinson 
Jonathan s. ~illis 
A. W. Milby, B. C. Warren 
Isaac Jewell 
Vaughan s. Collins 
E .• C. Mac~lichol 
T, H. Haynes 
H. s. Thompson 
D. F. Waddell 
T. C. Smoot 
John D. Kemp 
Edwin 1-1. Nelson 
Ellen2ie C. Sunfield 
L. W. Layfield 
William E. f.1atthews 
M.. J'l .• Marine 
w. F. Dawson 
D. G. tvbore 
J. D. Parker 
Henry T. Caldwell 
E. 'W. Henvis 
Willaxd Everett 
John R. Diehl 
Thomas B. Brinton 
Willi3In Benjamin Hutchens 
Carl w. l-ienn 
Lawrence S. Ranne:r 

Hugh G. Johnson 
1,•iilmer Abbott 
Donald \'Jashbtixn 

Chax le s Tr ade:r 
Cha.rles :.!vycr _ 
Johr: i1l~ssimill3 
David Paul 
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POSTAL SERVICE 

In 1767 Pre~ton derry built a home and shov at~ location 

about one half .iile west of present day f",3lto;1 T:iis loc::. t _;_on was 

Dd~cd Berrytown . On August 16~ 1836 1 the first ;est office W3S 

~~eneJ witn DaviJ J . RicharJs as the pdstmaster - Tnis ~ost 0 tfic~ 

r'..iilrei,.1u, wds built ., Tnis attracted most of ".l,:'rr/town 1 
~; Lusir'lt::r;s, 

hL; .:.:ir-oth~r" The building was located on the sou·r.r\e.-1::;t ccr:.er of 

M .. ,1.~n and Lo:!\bard Sti .. e'..!t3 of tht;? present Fel to11 , 

to .,,) te that Kober-t 1-J ,·, Reynolds later became the ~7th Goverr-, ,,r of 

U~laware, 1891 to lS~So 

Felton Station was incori?orc"a~_ed before l8Gl, but t ll ~ 8Xact 

date is unknown, Records also fail to show w;,., the ;)GStr:1ascer was 

at tnis tiineo In 1869 when the town was re-inccrµorated, tn.:! post ~ 

office 1;;as in a building adja.c~nt to a ho:ne We!,it cf the raiJ.co.1d 

tracks on lligh Street and Railroad Avenue Th i.s pr•oper ty ;.,·as known 

as the Friedel property c Mr Prettyman ( f it'st .:1c1rit: ,1ot \c,,~11,., , ") w2.s 

the postmaster nt this tine -
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Jahn An~er C~lJwell took av~r 

t~e job as ~0stnaster in lci3S~ with ~he postoffice~ onca a~ain~ in 

t~me nis widow was 3~pointeJ to take his ylace Wh,:n :1rs CalJwell 

A;:i'fH'oximate ly .L 9 04. J · Mcrt1is ~la rrington b~cc1.:,e postmaster a.nd 

served until 2912. The postoff ice rem·aihed on the Friedel property 

until 1910 when it was moved to a new building~ owned by the post-

master~ on Railroad Avenue It remained at this ·spot for may· yea.ps., 

Postma6ters who used the postoffice on Railroad Avenue 

werl.!t 'l'J.i.lliam T. ilradl~y, 1912 to 1916; John Green Jester, 1916 to 

l!:j21;, Jonn Gc-·.:win,. 19.7.l to l'.128; .Edmund darrington~ 1928 to 1934; 

a.nd ..; hsnton Jesterjl w!10 took office on Ju;-:e L, 1334 and served 

- .... -· 
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In 1936, while Mr . J~ster ~as postmaste~. the postoffice 

( was moved to a new location on the southwest corner cf Main Street 

and Railroad Avenue, E, Reed tiughes took over as post;-naster on 

August 1~ 1939., It was during hi::; term, on July 1~ 1965, that Felton 

became a second class postofficee On -December 1, 1967, Mr .. Hughes 

retired and MargdX"et Co Kat~s ·,,,as sworn in by Inspectol'." R .. E. McGee, 

as acting postmaster , 

Hrs .. Kates was officially appointed Postma~ter on June 20,. 

1968, by President Lyndon Bo Johnson and is still serving in that 

capacity at this writing" 

*It . is interesting to know that John Green *1873-1885) was the 

grea1.: .. grandfather of J., Ashton Jester (1934-1939) and that John 

Green Jester (1916-1921) was the father of J. Ashton Jester. 

J" Horris Harrington (190~=1912) was -the fathe~ of Edmund Harrington 

( 192 8-l93a. ., ) 

On March 26, 1968, excavation was started for the foun-= 

dation of a _building on the corner of High Street and Railroad Avenue, 

which would become The United States Post Office of Felton, Delaware 9 

Daniel Koffler and Associates of Wilmington, Delaware, being the 

builder and' owner., Ten months - later, the moving day arrived~ On 

Saturday, January 25, 1969, after business was closed for the day in, 

the old Post Office, the moving was completed by the employees, 

husbands, wives, and childreno 

Mro Samuel Ludlow was the first to deposit a l~tter in the 

drop box~ 

Monday, January 27, 1969, at 8:00 AnMo the doors were opened 

for businessa Mrs. Robert Donaway made the first stamp purchase from 

Postmaster Margaret Co Kates,, The stamp was placed on a letter to 
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M!'s ., Donaway I s daugh ter,~in ·•law. which will be retained as a souvenirQ 

Dedication date was held on June 14, 1969, at 2:00 P,M , 

Tne Honora:Ol~ i...Jilliam V- Rothi Congressman~-at~Large from Delawa1"e, 

presented ~n American flag to Postmaster Margaret C, Kates-. This 

flag haJ previ~usly been flown over the United States Post Office 

Department duilding .i.n Washington and t'he United States Capitol . 

The Dedication Address was given by Postal Service Officer 

Charles E. Jackson-

Master of Ceremonies for Dedication was Dr. Howard E., Henry• 

Supervising Principal of Felton Schools, 

Entertainment was provided· by The Felton iiigh School Band, 

which was one of its last· performances4 Members will join with 

Harrington High School Band members to form a new Lake Forest High 

School Bando 

( Thus begins another era in the long history of The United 

States Postal Service in Felton, Delaware~ 
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SAI..U"i"E TJ ;:·..-1i¥3JS OLD i/11~~-iSl-!IP CHUR.C!l 

0v0r 100 ytcars ilCJO Manship Church was built ln an 
anciect g:::<Jve amid stately oak!; and r-ural shrubbery on the 
rid-Jer:,ole of tr.e terra.i.n between the DelavJaro and Chesapeuke 
Bay 5, and o.: the o.:.d State highway, he dividing lines between 
Uis 1:;iU..2.o~ c.:'r.r.! r.;u;..,de.rkill Hundreds exist from the old Blackswarnp 
M. E. Chur·:h at ·,\'hi takers' land to the Delaware and Maryland 
boundcll'y line, the practical, idendical, highway fror.i Freder::.cci 
o!1 the Murderkill river, to Greensboro, Maryland, on the Choptank. 

Cn December 2, 1855 Rev. Andrew Manship, a crusading 
Met hodi s t r.1inis t(.:! :::', preached the dedication sermon, accompanied 
by 't h<? De r,':.on Choir, and led by their gallant Choirester, 
Frederic Garey. 

In this h.ollowed grove - A Temple Shrine for this 
n:ral subUJ:'ban, parallelgram axe a, and neighbor in9 sUJ:'roundings 
never once faltered, only in the direful seventies, when a 
thou s:htless Congress deflated our financial system, that made 
money scarce, and times haxd. Then, and only the, was this 
church ever dropped by the M. E. Conference. · 

During this extreme picture, Rev. B. C. Warren then 
a Theological, student of brilliant aptitude, came forth and 
offered his service providing they could get cooperation from 
another church that was also dropped from the Conference, but 
this was without success. 

So the Church remained closed until Rev. Jonathan s. 
Willis, was Paster of the Felton Church, and Circuit; who · 
was acknowledged as one of the most brilliant and eloquent 
speakers, that ever graced a pulpit, and also an ag:ricultuzist, 
horticulturist, introducer of famous horses in Delaware, lecturer, 
poet, industrialst, Congressman in 1895-96. This fine talented 
man came to this church one 'Sunday afternoon in early spring of 
1991 and said, "We are going to :re'!"Open this church this afternoon". 
With pencil in hand the man said, "I will give $10 to start the 
subscription list." Alexander Hughes, not a church member, 
but a regulax attendant said $10, and the desired amount was 
acquired in a few minutes. 

This great preacher, took for his assistant the 
youthful, brilliant, Rev. B. c. Warren, who had only a few 
years previous officered his services to this chUJ:'ch. From 
this time on, this church has withstood all decadency of time. 

. - •.- . - . ~ 
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In 1940 the Manship Church people bought the beautiful 
abandonGd Willis' Chapel, which was built in 1880 or 1881, in place 
of the old Ebenezer Church, and named for their pastor Rev. 
J. s. Willis, a popular eloquent preacher, who preached the 
didication sermon accompanied by a mixed choir led by the late 
Chief Justice James Pennewill, with Wm. r. Smilters at the organ. 

Now standing side by side, these two once famous, Willis' 
a community hall, both plump, erect in modern attire. 

According to tradition and records, this community 
was settled i~ the seventeenth century by pe9ple by the name of 
Reed, Whitaker, 1,bore, Carter, etc. , who came with a Bible in 
one hand and a flag in the other, bought their land and made 
peace with the Indians, who had a village of wigwams on Whitaker's 
land, at Lookout Hill, where thousands of arrowheads and some 
martars and axes could he found in the. 19th century. 

Written by: Native of Hollandsville 
Felton, Delaware 
1955 

For the past thirty five years members of the Manships 
Church, located on Route 12 at Hollal)dsville, on the road from 
Felton to ~'lhielysburg, have had a Thanksgiving in the true 
spirit of Thanksgiving. People travel from Vlasbington, D. C., 
Pennsylvania, tlew Jersey, and Maryland, to eat Thanksgiving 
Dinner here. 

They serve every Thanksgiving afternoon from 600 to 700 
people in their small Willis' Corrmunity Hall. Some arrive early 
and visit Manship Church next door, the old church to pray and then 
continue on to enjoy the good home cooked feast. 

Church. 

The traditional meal includes: 

Roast Turkey, dressing, gravy, fried oysters, 
mashed potatoes, candied sweet potatoes, turnips, 
cranberry sauce, coleslaw, apple sauce, chicken 
salad, pickles, string beans, rolls and- butter, 
along with short biscuits. Lots of coffee and 
ice cream. 

The fust Thanksgiving· Dinner was held in 1940 at the 
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THE FELTm BAt~K 

The Fixst National Bank was organi2ed in 1908. 
Before this time, the safe in Killen~s Store was used as 
storage for valuables. The people of the town also used 
the Dover banks, and every week someone took money to Dover 
for other people, to save unnecessary trips. 

·The First National Bank changed its name to The 
Felton Dank in May 1917. Reioodeled in the late 19201 s. 
Du:ring the depression of 1929, The Felton Bank was closed. 
Stockholders found theix stock worthless, and many people 
lost money. 'Later the bank was reopened in 1933 and new 
stoc)< ·sold. The new bank lobby was added in 1964. 

started. 
There have been only foUJ;' cashiers since the bank 

Mr. J. H. Whitaker 
Mr. C. M. Simpler 
Mr. L. D. Keller 
Mrs. Louise Biddle 

f 
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