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STAR HILL A.M.E. CHURCH 

By the end of the 18th century this area was home to a large number of African 
Americans, many of them freed slaves. Their settlement was largely due to the efforts of 
local Quakers. A congregation of the African Methodist Episcopal Church was 
established here circa 1863. On June 12, 1866, the congregation purchased land from 
Henry W. Postles as the site for their church, which they named "Star of the East." 
Members of the church are believed to have participated in the activities of the 
Underground Railroad, cU1d the church's name is attributed to the symbol of the star as 
guide for escaping slaves. ' 

J KC-50 

LOCATION: Near Camden - Approximately 1/2 mile east of the intersection of Route 
13 and Star Hill Road (Route 3 60) north side of Star Hill Road 
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228 THE CHURCHES OF DELAWARE 

gallery was removed :1-nd a recess pulpit was built. It was dedicat-e-d on N 
1877, by Pres. Elder Cl:farles Hill and the Rev, J. H . Caldwell. 

Services are held every other Sunday afternoon. In the rear gab 
date 1825, in large figures, is laid out wit'h black header bricks. The 
yard beside the chapel is well maintained. The oldest tombstone that the 
could .find is that of the Rev. John Connelley who died on Dec. 21.. l 

Parker's Methodist Church, colored, is located two miles s. w. of 
ville. This church was founded in 1877. 25 perches of land were donat 
Jan. 9, 1878, by Joshua Parker, as a church site. There is a graveyard. 

Star Hill M. E. Church, colored, is located at Star Hill, east of 
The first building was erected in 1866. The present church was built in 

Addition,'\l land had been purchased from F. W. J. Heinem 
Feb. 16, 1903. 

Star Hill Unity Holiness Church, colored, is. located at Star H 
building was originally the home of the Lutheran Church at Rising 
1931, the building was moved to its present location. The church $ite ha 
donated by Albert M. Palmer on Oct. 13, 1930. 

Rising Sun M. E. Church was organized in 1888, and meetings w, 
in a . local ball The interest was not sustained and the effort failed ill 
three years. _1 

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church at Rising Sun. This coqgtc 
was formed in 1900, and met over the blacksmith shop at the five CQrn 
Jan. 13, 1903, a building committee was elected.'The church was ineocp 
on Feb. 16, 1903. A plot of land was purchased from Rober~ Ri¢hatd 
Mar. 3, 1903, and the building was started. The corner-stone was Jai<I Q 
29, 1903. The opening service was held on May 24, 1903. The chut 
given the name "St. Paul's" and was dedicated on Aug. 2, 1903, by th 
E. L. S. Tressel and W. Zimmerman. Sometime between M:tr. 2, 19 
1916 this congregation was dlssolved. Mission services were held fro 
until 1924 when the church was closed, the congregation t~ansf~rrinj 
Dover church. The building was sold, in 1931, to a congregation o. 
Holiness who moved it to Star. Hill. 

Lebanon Methodist Church (M.E.) at Lebanon, was b.uilt in 18 
church site had been purchased from John Sapp on Oct. 19, 1857. Tire 
was incorporated on Apr. 2, 1874. On Mar. 12, 1922, the church 
strayed by a fire that originated next door in the borne of Captnln W 
new church was built and it was dedicated in 1925. The ehucch was cl 
1939. Since that time occasional se(vices have been held by ·students 
Wesley Junior College. 

Lebanon P. E. Mission was founded by the Rev. Benjamin F. 11h 
B.D., of Dover, in January, 1931. The early meetings were held in & 
home. The Methodist church was dosed at that time and Father Th 
was given the use of it for .bis services. In February, 1933, a class w 
for confirmation and this was _done by _Bishop Philip CoQk in S 
Chu.rch at Cal}lden. At this time the Methodists decided to reo 
church. This depleted the mission lt> some extent. One 0£ the m 
unteered to tra,nspo.rt the members, by bus, to attend the services at S 
Church in Camden, after which the ~ission at Lebanon was closed. 



Church 
.noted for 
, historic 
railroad 
By Joseph D. Harr\s 
Staff writer 

' ' ST AR HILL - Tidy and :pon-
descript Star Hill AME Church 
is fi nally getting the recognition 
it de.scrves, C. Russell McCabe, 
a state archivist, said 
Wednesday. 

Built 130 years ago. Star Hill 
Church is believed to have been 
a stop along the Underground 
Railroad which brought fugitive 
slaves from the South to Cana
da and other free areas. It 
stands in an area which was 
one of the state's first commu
nities of free blacks who were 
manumitted by the Quakers in 
the mid-1 700s. 

Though it has 35 or so pari
shoners, Star Hill Church is 
also a repository for much of 
the area's black history. Still, 
the church has quietly endured 
the years, with its history and 
that of the surrounding area 
known only to state historians 
and nearby residents. 

But things are different now, 
at least somewhat. 

Wednesday, Mr. McCabe and 
two other state workers erected 
a blue and gold marker desig
nating the church as a point of 

State News/Kevin Heslin 

Nelson Driggus, right, a steward and trustee of Star Hill AME Church, and C. Russell 
McCabe of the state's archive division, place a marker Wednesday in front of the 
church. The sign indicates that the church was once a part of the underground 
railroad used by slaves. 

historical interest. 
"It's been more than a while 

in the making," Mr. McCabe 
said. "Places like this, where 
there isn't much written history 
about them, tend to get passed 
up sometimes. A lot of the re
search we did for this came to 
us orally. 

"If you think about it, very 
few records were kept about the 

Underground Railroad and 
who used it, for several rea
sons, so most of the informa
tion was passed on by word of 
mouth," he said. 

Despite the lack of written 
history, the state was able to 
determine that the land where 
the church sits was purchased 
by a _group of men identified as 

trustees from Henry W. Postles 
for $30 in 1866. The land was 
designated for use by the mem
bers of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church. 

Additionally, Mr. McCabe be
lieves that there may have been 
two schools on the property. He 
said that one of the schools may 

See Marker - Page 2 
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cJl!(etl'wdtj,t Epuaopaf CC.Utah 

tE.CfUUt the honot of !JOU'C. f'tej,eiZc£ 

at the in~alfation U'C.uiae 

of thelt d/-lj,totiaaf cJl!(a'tke't, 

hono'tirlfj ltj, 130 yea't hUto1ty 

on datu1td~, the fifth of :J.une 

dVinel:een /;unJuJ and ninef.y-th'C.U, 

at one o'afoak in tfu a{te1tnoon 




