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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Barraft's Chapel is a two-story brick meeting house with a west
gable-end frontage.

The south wall, facing the cemetery, is laid in Flemish bond witH
a glazed header pattern. In the center of this wall is a double door,
flanked by two windows., Three second~story windows light the gallery,

| The west, or front, wall is laid in unglazed Flemish

bond brick, with diaper patterns in glazed brick on the face
of the attic story. Two belt courées appear on this facade; the
lower one divides the first and second stories, and the upper one
separates the second story from the attic.” There are three doors in f
first floor of this facade, and on the second story there are
three windows. A window has been cut into the attic story, destroying
a segment of the diapered brick design.

The north wall is laid in common bond, with three windows on eacH
story. The east géble wall ié covered with stucco. An off-center
doorway in this wall provides access to the chancel.

Exterior shutters follow the Delaware tradition of solid shutters
on the first floor, with louvered shutters above. The box cornices
on the north and south facades are elaborately moulded, and return
onto the gable end to create a seat to receive the bargeboard.

The interior is arranged as a traditional aisled hall. Square
posts extend from the ground to the rafters, in two rows parallel to

the north and south sidewalls. A three-sided gallery is hung from

these posts and from the north, west, and south walls. A wooden floox

and simple open bench pews, finished in rustic fashion, appear to datg

b

from the first quarter of the nineteenth century. Against the east
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

#1In the summer of 1780 Philip Barratt gave the Methodist Society
a plot of land, near the Murderkill River in Kent County, Delaware.
The two-story brick meeting house, named in honor of Barratt, was
begun immediately.

Barratt's Chapel was the first church in Kent County that was
built especially for Methodist worship, and one of the first two
erected in Delaware.

For two generations, the interior remained in an unfinished
condition, with only dirt floors and no heat; in spite of these
primitive conditions, Barratt's Chapel was the best meeting house
in America belonging to the Methodists as a house of worship. St.
George's in Philadelphia was, at this time, serving as a barracks
and stable for the British army.

‘%arratt's Chapel today is known as the '"Cradle of American
Methodism'" because of its unique place in the development of the
denomination/ It was here that Dr. Thomas Coke and the Reverend

enr

Francis Asbury, later the first two Methodist bishops, met to make
the preliminary arrangements for the formation of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in America. Here the sacramental ordinances were

first administered to Methodist communicants on American soil by
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

" evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:
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A

O

National

g.
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Name
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Title Director, Div. of Historical
and Cultural Affairs
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Keeper of"I‘h}e National Regzste
Date /(7 - ) 7 2.
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7. DESCRIPTION (continued)=--

to be part of the original furnishings.

wall is a high two-level pulpit, now enclosed with a balustrade but
formerly panelled. Although the balustrade was installed around the

middle of the nineteenth century, the bench behind the pulpit is said
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8. SIGNIFICANCE (continued)=m-
duly authorized Methodist ministers, Dr. Coke and the Reverend Richard

Whatcoat.
At T

According to Scharf's History of Delaware, '"The edifice was forty=-

two by forty-eight feet, two stories high, and had a vestry room connect
with it. There is a tradition that the brick of which it was built were
inmported from Holland, which is improbable, as the clay in the immediate
vicinity is as good as any in the world for bricks and the art of making
‘bricks was already well-known...The house was furnished with a pulpit
and occupied as a place of worship...The old fashioned high pulpit
which was reaghed by a flight of steps and which almost concealed the
preacher from his congregation has been remodeled to suit modern ideas;
but the seat or wooden bench, upon which Bishops Coke and Asbury, and
other pioneers of the church, sat, is still preserved as a memento

For the first sixty years of its existence the ground was the only

flooring and the walls were left in an uncouth and primitive state."
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LWO Bunurea aliu iilcey avivd Uldaulv up vl uiiitoe vt
tracts, called the “ Uptou Farm,” which recently be-
came the property of Dr. Thomas H. Cooper, of
Chestertown; N

Murderkill A the eastern end of South Mur-
derkill Hundre_, ._ <ent County, bounded east by
the Delaware B.iy, north by Jones’ River, south,
by Murderkill Creek and west by the north branch
of its Spring Creek tributary, known as the Mon-
tague mill-strrpam. Near the mill-seat a slight eleva-
tion divides its waters from a branch of Jones’ Creek,
and thus prevents the neck from beingan island.
The divide, with contiguous tracts, was an early ac-
quisition of the Chambers family, whose ancient
dwellings and burial vaults are pointed out to the
stranger. That the Neck was once a populous abode or
favorite haunt of the red man,is evident by the shell-
heaps visible, and by other large deposits. Many ar-
row-heads have been gathered, of various shapes and
origin. A heap of fragmentary arrow-head cleavings,
once observed at the mouth of Murderkili Creek,
suggested the idea thatit may have been at one time
a place for the manufacture of Indian implements.
Recent collections of implements—besides arrow-
heads and interesting specimens of pottery—include
tree-killers, meat and skin-dressers, corn-crusher and
a furbisher. Greatnumbers of water-fowl frequented
the streams, small quadrupeds the forests, ponds and
marshes; wild-turkeys were numerous; bears, deer

! Propared by Jumes H. Reed, of Bowers, Kent Couuty.
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