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CONDITION
1 1 Excellent CZl Good Fair

(CiiecJc One;

1 1 Deteriorated 1 1 Ruins □ Unexposad

(Check One)
Altered O Unaltered

(Check One)

n Moved Q Original Site

□ ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (II known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located at the northeast edge of Farmington, the Tharp House is a 
two-story-and-attic structiire with m east frontage. The house is clearly 
^ composite of three*^stinct parts.

room
To the south is a three-bay back portion containing a large first floor 
which features a paneled fireplace breast. ' On the second floor are

two bed chambers. The ^;^t facade is laid in Flemish bond, while the south 
gable and west walls^ are laid in English-gardenwall bond. Brickwork 
discontinuities indicate the existence of a doorway in the center bay, new 
occupied by a window.

The north seci-inn of the main house is frane, sheathed in cedar shinglep 
and contains a hall and north room." The fireplace in, the north room is 
the larger, and the exposed beams are beaded and whitewashed. A finely 
paneled wainscoting remains in the hall. The facade of the north section 
is composed of four bays. Because of the close spacing of the fenestration 
in the northern three bays, the entry is visually located in the center of 
the house facade.

Most of the recent cilterations have occured in the rear wing, which is 
considered to have been a kitchen outbuilding joined to the main body of 
the house. To this wing has been added a core containing modem cenvenien 
Most of the original detailing has been removed or obscured; however, an 
enclosed winding stair remedhs to the rear of the kitdi^ iri i fiortitw^t
comer.
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[x Altered D Unaltered 
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D Deteriorated 

D ESCR I BE T H E PRESENT AND O 'RIG I NAL (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

D Ru ins D Unexposed 

( Check One) 

D Moved ()t: Orig inal Si te 

Located at the northeast edge of Farmington, the Tharp House is a 
two-:_story-and-attic structure with an east frontage. The house is clearly 
a Ca:i:iPO_?i te of three distinct pc3£1:s. 

To the south is a three- bay back P9rtion containing a large first floo 
roan, which features a paneled fireplace breast. ' On the second floor are 
two bed chambers. The east facade is laid in Flemish bond, while the south 
gable and west walls are laid in English-gardenwall bond. Brickwork 
discontinuities indicate the existence of a doorway in the center bay, new 
occupied by a windav. 

The north section at tha main house is frame, ~eatbed in cedar shingl 
• . . ,,: • ,.. t • • .. 

and contaJ.nS a hall and north roan. The • fire lace in , the north roan is 
the larger, and the exposed beams are beaded and whitewashed. A finely 
paneled wainscoting remains in the hall. The facade of the north section 
is canposed of four bays. Because of the close spacing of the fenestration 
in the northern three bays, the entry is visually located in the center of 
the house facade. 

-Most of the recent alterations have occured in the rear wing, which is 
considered to have been a kitchen outbuilding joined to the main body of 
the house. To this wing has been added a core containing modem convenienc 
Most of the original detailing has been removed or obscured; however, an 
enclosed winding stair remains to the rear of the kitchen in µi~rthv,est 
comer. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

□ Pre-Columbian | □ 16th Century

r~l 15th Century CH l^^l* Century

I I 18th Century 
1 ?th Century

f~l 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATEISI (It Applicable andKnown)
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I I Prehistoric 
I I Historic 

I I Agriculture 
Architecture 
Art

Commerce 
Communicotions 
Conservotion
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□
□
□
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Educotion

Engineering

Industry

Invention

Londscape

Architecture

Literoture

Military

Music

(5a
□
□
□
□
□

Political 
Religion/Phi- 

losophy 
Science/^\

Soci/f^fui

Tro\|s^tatioflJ/\TlON Ait

I I Urban Planning 
H Other (Specify)

Local history
architecture

2:jiEcn€0
OG'i 13 W1

f^£GIST£T?

The Tharp House stands on a tract once calledLot'-’, 
probably for a Thomas Flowers, who owned over a thousand acres in the 
area about 1681. "Flcwers' Lot” became the property of Purnell .Johnson 
who bought over one hundred acres in 1807 for six hundred fifty dollars. 
Johnson added this acreage to his holdings, which grew to five hundred 
acres by 1816.

In his will, dated January 24, 1829, Johnson devised "all hcsne 
farm or tract of land vdiereon I new live” to his daughter Mary. This 
bequest probably included the present house, or at least portions of it. 
The structure's north end is_thought to be the older portion, The fire­
place there is larger, and before repairs were made, exposed sumner beams 
bisected the ceiling.

Through Mary Johnson, the house came to the man who gave it his name. 
WjHiam Tharp., her husband, was the namesake of his grandfather, vdio had 
been an influential citizen of Mispillion Hundred before the Revolutionary 
War. Tharp was bom in 1803 and came to take a proidnent part in the 
agricultural, comiercial, and political activities of Kent Ctounty and of th 
State. He held a seat in the State Senate for a term beginning in 1838.
After one unsuccessful campaign, and defeat by the Whig candidate, he won 
the governorship in the following election. He served from 1847 until 18$1,

As its treasurer, Tharp assisted in organizing the Delat-7are Railroad, 
which aimed to build a main line south towards Cape Charles, Virginia, 
with lateral branches serving other areas of the state. Tharp was also a 
charter member of the State's first agricultural society, and was a 
successful farmer, as his father had been.

William Tharp finished building the mansion as it stands today, l^n 
his death, the property again descended to a daughter, Mrs. Robert J. Hill, 
During her tenure, alterations were undertaken ,including conversion of the 
center room into a stair hall.
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Local history 
d ar9hitecture 

The Tharp House stands on a tract once caI ·rs' lDt'!, 
probably for a Thomas Fla-1ers, who a-,ned over a thousand acres in the 
area about 1681. "Fla.iers' lDt" became the property of pprne] J ,Johnson 
who bought over one hundred acres in :J.aQJ for six hundred fifty dollars. 
Johnson added this acreage to his holdings, which grew to five hundred 
acres by 1816. 

~ 

In his will, dated January 24, 1829, Johnson devised "all my home 
farm or tract of land whereon I na-1 live" to his daughter ~ . This 
bequest probably included the present house, or at least portions of it. 
The SID1cture ' s north epd is ho-yg.h.t_ to be he ..older portion. Toe fire­
place there is larger, and before repairs were made, exposed summer beams 
bisected the ceiling. 

Through Mary Johnson, the house came to the man who gave it his name. 
W~ ] 1 jam Tharp, her husband, was the namesake of his grandfather, who had 
been an influential citizen of Mispillion Hundred before the Revolutionary 
War. Tharp was born in 180 3 and came to take a praninent part in the 
agricultural, camnercial, and political activities of Kent County and of th 
State. He held a seat in the State Senate for a term beginning in 1838. 
After one unsuccessful campaign, and defeat by the Whig candidate, he won 
the governorship in the folla-1ing election. He served from 1..§.47 until 18 

As its treasurer, Tharp assisted in organizing the fulaware Railroad, 
which aimed to build a main line south ta.iar<ls Cape Charles, Virginia, 
with lateral branches serving other areas of the state. Tharp was also a 
charter member of the State ' s first agricultural society, and was a 
successful farmer, as his father had been. 

William Tharp finished building the mansion as it stands toda: . Upon 
his death, the property again descended to a daughter, Mm. Robert J. Hill. 
During her tenure , alterations were undertaken ,including conversion of the 
center roan into a stair hall. 
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