August 31, 2015

The Honorable Jack A. Markell

Office of the Governor

150 Martin Luther King, Jr. Blvd., South
2" Floor

Dover, DE 19901

Dear Governor Markell:

| write as the President of The Board of Pardons to inform you that the Board
considered your extraordinary request to recommend a pardon for Mr. Samuel Burris at
its August 27, 2015, regular session.

As you know, Mr. Burris was a conductor on the Underground Railroad who was born a
free man in Kent County, Delaware in 1801.

Samuel Burris assisted many runaway slaves on their journeys to freedom. |n 1847,
Burris was caught aiding a runaway and sent to jail in Dover. After months in prison, he
was tried, found guiity and sentenced to be sold into slavery for seven years. The
Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society raised money privately and had their own man at the
auction on the day of the sale to purchase Burris and subsequently set him free.

Pursuant to the Delaware Constitution of 1897, after a full hearing and a maiority of the



1566 Centra Villa Drive
Atlanta, GA 30311
February 25, 2015

Honorable Jack Markell
Governor

State of Delaware
Dover, Delaware 19901

Dear Governor Markell:

On behalf of more than 100 descendants of Elizabeth Burris Crammer*, sister of
Samuel D. Burris, I join and support of the efforts to pardon Samuel D. Burris
from his convictions of aiding and enticing slaves to escape. We further believe
the descendants of those he personally led to freedom stand with us as well.

As an educated, free man, Samuel D. Burris risked his life and the safety and well
being of his wife and children each time he committed to helping someone enjoy the
life they were denied and to which they were entitled This was a “crime” only in the
eyes of the oppressors. For Samuel D. Burris it was a matter of principle.

I am available and more than willing to assist in anyway to make this pardon possible.
You and the State of Delaware—1* state in the Union—and my birth state--have an
opportunity to correct a wrong by granting a pardon to Samuel D. Burris for taking a
stand and making a difference, both in the face of great odds.

Respectfully submitted, _
/ ) ¥ ' (
Z (¢ a/ A’LE f/ 4 f_-J”L%(*);’I.(’(,U
" Ocea Bolden Thomas

oceathomas@yahoo.com

*Harrington, Magnolia, Dover, Frederica, Camden, New Castle, Wilmington

Illinois, Virginia, Pennsylvania, California, New York,
Washington D.C., Connecticut, Florida



January 20, 2015

The Honorable Jack A. Markell
Governor of State of Delaware

Carvel State Office Building, 12™ floor
820 North French Street

Wilmington, DE 19801

Dear Governor Markell:

On behalf of City Council Member Loretta Walsh, enclosed is a copy of Resolution No. 15-005,
which was adopted by Wilmington City Council on January 15, 2015. This Resolution salutes the
unwavering humanitarian efforts of all those who fought for the freedom of those enslaves, and
further encourages you to grant pardons for Thomas Garrett, John Hunn and Samuel Burris, who
put their lives on the line to champion the cause.
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RES15-005

Wilmington, Delaware
January 15, 2015

WHEREAS, on New Year’s Eve, outgoing Illinois Governor Pat Quinn
granted clemency to three abolitionists convicted of “crimes” for hiding and helping escaped
slaves; and

WHEREAS, similar efforts have begun to pardon three notable Delawareans
for criminal convictions connected with their endeavors in smuggling slaves to freedom; and

WHEREAS, among those being considered for a pardon are Thomas Garrett,
John Hunn and Samuel Burris; and

WHEREAS, prominent Quaker abolitionist Thomas Garrett, who is credited
with helpihg more than 2,700 slaves to freedom, worked closely with Harriet Tubman,
abolitionist and leader of the Underground Railroad; and

WHEREAS, in addition to his abolitionist work, Garrett supported the City’s
black residents and generously provided the funding for land where Bishop Peter Spencer
built the nation’s first fully independent black church known as Mother African Union
Church; and

WHEREAS, Odessa area farmer and abolitionist John Hunn was a member
of the Camden Friends Meeting and was convicted with Garrett for aiding the Hawkins
family, whose trail to freedom is documented at the New Castle Court House Museum; and

WHEREAS, a free black man and partner of Hunn’s, Samuel Burris was
heavily involved in helping slaves from Maryland and southern Delaware and was caught,
jailed and convicted with the automatic sentence of being sold for slavery, but was ultimately
released back to freedom by the highest bidder; and

WHEREAS, as eloquently stated by Governor Quinn “These early warriors
for freedom put everything on the line to help their fellow man, and their civil disobedience
paved the way for civil rights...[c]learing their criminal records shows how far we have
come, but reminds us all that we should fight injustice wherever we find it.”

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, BY THE COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF WILMINGTON, that Council salutes the unwavering humanitarian efforts of

those who fought for the freedom of the enslaved, and further encourages Governor Jack
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ALUL \GOVETNOT Jack viarkelt
820 N. French St.

12t Floor

Wilmington, DE 19801

Dear Governor Markell,

We are delighted by the enthusiasm of many people for the pardons of
Thomas Garrett, John Hunn, and Samuel Burris. We also recognize that the
granting of such pardons at this time may be premature as further research must
be done as to the historical, legal, and procedural correctness of such pardons.
Nevertheless, these great Delaware heroes deserve the highest honor we may
bestow upon them for their bravery in standing up against the greatest evil in
American history —the enslavement of human beings. We, therefore, encourage
you to issue a proclamation honoring all those, known and unknown, who not
only fought the great evil, but who helped restore the honor of this country as
the land of freedom and dignity for all people. Included in the proclamation
should be an appropriate apology for the institution of slavery so that it is clear,
not only in law, but in practice that discrimination in any form will not be -
tolerated.

We have taken the liberty to suggest the wording for this proclamation on
the attachment:

SUGGESTED LANGUAGE FOR PROCLAMATION
BY GOVERNOR MARKELL:

WHEREAS, 19 Africans were brought to this country by Dutch Traders in
1619, and

WHEREAS, these Africans, initially classified as indentured servants,
were subsequently enslaved, and
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WHEREAS, for more than 200 years this country continued to enslave
people of African descent against their will, and

WHEREAS, crimes, treacheries, and dehumanizing laws, in which the
government was complicit, were inflicted upon the enslaved Africans as well as
the abolitionists who worked for their freedom, and

WHEREAS, the abolitionists, who aided and abetted enslaved Africans in
their pursuit of freedom, were subjected in Delaware to prosecution,
incarceration, fines and judgments, and

WHEREAS, in December, 1865, the 13th Amendment to the United States
Constitution, which abolished slavery and involuntary servitude, was ratified
and adopted nationally, and

WHEREAS, the State of Delaware, ult—imately ratified the 13th
Amendment in February, 1901,

NOW, THEREFORE, As Governor of the State of Delaware, I apologize
for the institution of slavery and bestow the highest honor upon all of those who
bravely fought against this evil and its vestiges, thereby laying the foundation for
this country and Delaware to truly become a land of freedom and dignity for all
people.

This request and the suggested proclamation has been approved by the
following organizations:

Afro - American Historical Society of Delaware, Harmon Carey, President
African American Heritage Center of Delaware

African American Maritime Heritage International

Slave Ship Replica Project

African American Arts Alliance

Wilmington Reclamation and Developmental Corp.

Quaker Hill Historic Preservation Foundation

Thank you for considering this matter, which I hope you will approve and
announce at a specially called News Conference. We would consider it an honor
to stand with you at this news conference, which we recommend be held at an
appropriate location in Wilmington during Black History Month.

If you have any questions, please call me at (302) 658-4200. Best personal regards.
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FW: RE: Pardon for Thomas Garrett, John Hunn and Samuel Burris

From: kwbailey@harringtonera.com
Sent: Mon, Jan 5, 2015 at 12:27 am
To:  dick.carter@state.us.gov, bernard.brady@state.us.gov

The Governor would only have to "Pardon" , an African American, Samuel
Burris. The other two men (white)were in Federal Court, and as Bob Seeley
said, will need a Presidential Pardon. Richard and were in bed with the flu
and I had not read Bob's explanation about the Federal Court part.

Bev Laing of Hist &Cultural Affairs can tell you the Samuel Burris story.

Cc:
Subject: RE: Pardon for Thomas Garrett, John Hunn and Samuel Burris

Yeah !
I'll take a copy of the article to Leg Hall tomorrow and pass it around .

Thanks, Bob, for getting this ball rolling.

I am more proud to be a Delawarean because of the actions of these three
men and those who worked beside them-- when those actions were so
personally costly and dangerous and despised by many.

Every school child and citizen of Delaware should be notified and
enlightened as to why Gov. Markell pardons these three, should he decide to

do so.
http://webmail.harringtonera.com/versions/webmail/11.3.7-RC/popup.php?wsid=3200990c... 1/5/2015



http://webmail.harringtonera.com/versions/webmail/11.3.7-RC/popup.php?wsid=3200990¢c...  1/5/2015
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Delaware Backstory: Pardons for 3 who aided slaves?

Although he moved his family for safety to Philadelphia, he was heavily involved in helpng slaves from Maryland and southern Delaware.

ittp://www.delawareonline.com/story/news/local/2015/01/04/delaware-backstory-pardons-aided-slaves/2... 1/5/2015
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freed him.

Garrett, Hunn and Burris put their lives on the line in Delaware, a border state east of the Mason-Dixon Line, where people were enslaved for others'
profit, others risked their own wealth and freedom to help free them, and still others kidnapped free blacks, freed slaves and escaping slaves to sell them

back into slavery.

What Quinn said about the Illinois abolitionists he pardoned also could be said of Delaware's Garrett, Hunn and Burris.

“These early warriors for freedom put everything on the line to help their fellow man, and their civil disobedience paved the way for civil rights,” Quinn
said in a statement. "Clearing their criminal records 171 years later shows how far we have come, but reminds us all that we should fight injustice

wherever we find it."

At the 2012 dedication of the statue at Tubman-Garrett Riverfront Park in Wilmington — where Seeley portrayed Gamett, complete with top hat, to help
share his story with attending school children — city historic planner Deborah Martin spoke of the park namesakes and their "precious cargo.”

Martin spoke of Wilmington as "a beacon to the enslaved and a supreme irritation of the enslavers," of the "faith-filled risk" of those who broke the law to

Hartly. Delaware: Small town

with a big problem

t/storynewsAdocal 201 5/01/02 hartly-

problem/21209327/)
(story/mewsAueal/Z0 L3N 102 hartly-delaware-
savthl-tow n-hig-problem/2 12003271




August 31, 2015

The Honorable Jack A. Markell

Office of the Governor

150 Martin Luther King, Jr. Bivd., South
2" Floor

Dover, DE 19901

Dear Governor Markell:

| write as the President of The Board of Pardons to inform you that the Board
considered your extraordinary request to recommend a pardon for Mr. Samuel Burris at
its August 27, 2015, regular session.

As you know, Mr. Burris was a conductor on the Underground Railroad who was born a
free man in Kent County, Delaware in 1801.

Samuel Burris assisted many runaway slaves on their journeys to freedom. In 1847,
Burris was caught aiding a runaway and sent to jail in Dover. After months in prison, he
was tried, found guilty and sentenced to be sold into slavery for seven years. The

Pennsylvania Anti-Slavery Society raised money privately and had their own man at the
alction on the dav of the sale ta niirchase Riirrie and cithsaniiently eat him frea



Secretary Jeffrey Bullock
Secretary of State's Office
401 Federal Street
Townsend Building, Suite 3
Dover, DE 19901

Dear Secretary Bullock,

Delaware’s history is replete with acts that make Delawareans proud, such as being
the first state to enter the Union and (as tradition holds) the first state to have flown Betsy
Ross's famous flag at the Battle of Cooch's Bridge. Yet, Delaware’s history of slavery and
treatment of free blacks is forever etched in our history. One act specifically affecting a
Delawarean, was the criminal prosecution and conviction of Samuel D. Burris (“Mr. Burris”)
for the acts of “enticing, aiding and assisting a certain female slave to run away from her
master.” Today, we have an extraordinary opportunity to correct a moral and social wrong,
as I ask you to consider the attached documents collectively as an application to
posthumously pardon Samuel D. Burris (1813-1863).

Mr. Burris was a conductor on the Underground Railroad where he endangered his
life and freedom to lead slaves from safe house to safe house throughout Delaware. On
February 16, 1849, ].W.F. Jackson petitioned the Senate and House of Representatives and
requested that stiffer laws be passed to “effectually stop” Mr. Burris, who was
characterized as a “notorious character”, who was “persuading and enticing slaves,
servants to run away”.! Although the petitioner opined that the departure of slaves from
their “homes” was a “great disadvantage to the community” history has revealed the
devastating effects that slavery had on African-American families and American History.

Referenced in the petition was the prosecution of Mr. Burris as it related to enticing
and aiding slaves to run away. In the October Term of the Court of General Sessions of

1 See, Appendix C



1847, Mr. Burris was found guilty in two of three cases. Below you will find an excerpt of
the cases where Mr. Burris was convicted and sentenced:

Case 12: State vs. Samuel D. Burris (Kent County)
Charge: Enticing Away Slaves (Robert McGonigle's Property)

Dates of Trial: November 1-2, 1847.

Verdict: Guilty
Sentence rendered on Novembe 847: "Therefore it is considered by

the Court that the said defendant shall forfeit and pay to the State of
Delaware of the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars: that he shall pay the
costs of this prosecution; and that he shall be imprisoned for the term of six
months commencing on this fifth day of November instant and ending on the
fifth day of May, which will be in the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight
Hundred and Forty Eight: and that at the expiration of the said term of
imprisonment he shall be disposed of as a servant to the highest and best
bidder for the period of seven years. And he is now committed to the
custody of the Sheriff of Kent County until this judgment of the Court be fully
carried into execution.”

Case 23; State vs. Samuel D. Burris (Kent County)

Charge: Enticing Away Slaves (John Clark's Property)

Date of Trial: November 1-2, 1847

Verdict: First count not guilty, Second count guilty.

Sentence rendered on November 5, 1847: "Therefore it is considered by

the Court here that the said defendant shall forfeit and pay to the State of
Delaware the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars: that he shall pay the
costs of this prosecution: and that he shall be imprisoned for the term of
four months commencing on the sixth day of May which will be in the year of
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty eight and ending on the sixth
day of September then next ensuing: and that at the expiration of the said
term of imprisonment he shall be disposed of as a servant to the highest
and best bidder for the period of seven years. And he is committed to the
Custody of the Sheriff of Kent County until this judgment of the Court be fully
carried into execution.”

This posthumous application is based upon extensive review and documentary
evidence provided by Robin L. Krawitz, Director of the Graduate Program in Historic
Preservation at Delaware State University and the President of the Underground Railroad
Coalition of Delaware.2 This request is one of significant historical and cultural importance.

2 An appendix is enclosed with this letter.



As Governor, in order for me to consider a posthumous pardon for Mr. Burris, the
matter must be heard before the board and there must be a recommendation issued from
the Board of Pardons. See, Article VII § 1 of the Delaware Constitution (1897). Therefore, I
respectfully request that you accept the attached documents as an application for a pardon
of Samuel D. Burris filed by his great-great niece Ocea Bolden Thomas (“applicant”) and
consider the application in accordance with the Delaware Constitution and Statutes.

Jack A. Markell
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a. Transcription from Accessible Archives at www.accessible.com

Exhibit 9: Letter from Isaac Flint to Governor Tharp Requesting Pardon from Second
Conviction Punishment




[See attached.]



October 26, 1847: Three cases set in Court of General Sessions:
Case 12 — State vs Samuel D. Burris — Indictment for Enticing
Away Slaves (Robert McGonigle’s Property); Case 13 — State vs
Samuel D. Burris — Indictment for Enticing Away Slaves
(Jonathan S Green’s Property) and Case 23 — State vs. Samuel D
Burris — Indictment for Enticing Away Slaves (John Clark’s
Property. Burris pleads non cul in all three cases.



Governor Jack Markell
Page 2
May 1, 2015

A change of venue to the Court of New Castle County is requested
by Burris based on the general attitude against him in Kent County.
Although his request was supported by a wealthy Quaker Farmer
from Kent County, the request was denied.

e November 1-2, 1847, The trial of a free black man aiding in the
escape of enslaved people was a unique event and drew many
people to Dover to watch history unfold. A 12-man white jury
was called for each of the 3 cases. After three days, the verdict
was Guilty as Charged in Case 12 and 23 with Case 13 dismissed.

e November 5,1847. Sentencing-Case 12: $250 fine: cost of
Prosecution; six months imprisonment Nov. 5-May 5. 1848
and sale to the highest and best bidder for a period of 7 vears.
Case 23: $250 fine; cost of prosecution; four months imprisonment
commencing May 6, 1848-September 6, 1848 and sale to the
highest and best bidder for a period of 7 vears.

Samuel D. Burris is committed to the Custody of the Sheriff
of Kent County.

e March 29, 1848. Samuel D. Burris writes a letter to “my Christian
brethren” in Nantucket Massachusetts, detailing his “present
condition...charged with being concerned in helping slaves to
regain their freedom, which in the State of Delaware is a crime
next to that of murder, if committed by a colored man.” He
believed he would not survive 7 years as a slave: “...without
say expectations of ever seeing you again in this world...”

The entire letter was published June 30, 1848, in the Boston newspaper The Liberator
under the title “LETTER FROM ANOTHER MARTYR IN THE CAUSE OF
FREEDOM”.



Governor Jack Markell
Page 3
May 10, 2015

e May 5, 1848 — expiration of six months’ imprisonment. Sold to Isaac
Flint for $500. Returned to jail to serve four months on second charge.

e September 6, 1848 — Sale of Samuel D. Burris on the Courthouse
Steps. The educated and dignified Samuel D. Burris was examined
from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head by traders
and spectators. The sale proceded as first one and then a second
bidder dropped out. The winning bidder was Isaac Flint under an
assumed name. The price---$500 in gold. Once the bill of sale was
in his hand, Flint whispered into the ear of Samuel D. Burris that he
had been bought with abolitionist gold!

Following the sale, Samuel D. Burris was quickly returned to Philadelphia and reunited
with his wife and children.

e February 16, 1849 — Petition 10384903 — Twenty-nine residents of the
Camden area seek a special legislative act to punish the “notorious
Samuel D. Burris, well known to a large portion of the community whose
conduct is high reprehensible...being a notorious character, who is going
about the county they believe persuading enticing slaves Servants and
Apprentices to run away and leave their Homes, to the great disadvantage
of the Community.” The petitioners “request Your Honors to pass some Law to
reach his Case and effectully (sp) stop such conduct.”

Legislation was later passed from this petition that provided for a harsher penalty
for a second prosecution for this offense, including being barred from the state
and public whipping of 60 lashes.



Governor Jack Markell
Page 4
May 10, 2015

The 1850 Census shows the Burris Family living in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. I believe
they moved to San Francisco in 1855, following the move of an older brother in 1852.
Samuel D. Burris continued his activities in the State of California in support of the rights
of people of color and raised funds for the Freedman’s Association in Philadelphia.

He died December 5, 1863:

“...my religion teaches me to believe, that as the condition of
our heart is, when our mortal life leave us, so judgment will find
our never-dying souls...”....Samuel D. Burris March 29, 1848

I am extremely proud to say that Samuel D. Burris, a man of conviction, was part of my
family.
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[See attached.]



Robert E. Seeley April 14, 2015
32 Waverly Road

Havertown, Pa 19083

RE: State of Delaware Posthumous Pardon for Samuel D. Burris

Dear Governor Markell,

I am writing on behalf of my Garrett family to grant a posthumous pardon for Samuel Burris, who was
convicted for helping Maria Mathews to freedom. Samuel D. Burris, a free black man, was apprehended
in June of 1847 after helping a woman by the name of Maria Mathews escape from Dover Hundred.
Immediately after being captured Burris was put in Dover jail for fourteen months while he awaited his
trial. He was then convicted and automatically sentenced to be auctioned off into slavery. When Burris’
friends, who were active abolitionists including Thomas Garrett, found he was about to be sold they
acted to free him. One of them, Isaac Flint from Wilmington Friends Meeting, posed as a slave buyer.
When Burris took his place on the auction block Isaac Flint examined him just as he had seen the other
slave traders do. Flint performed perfectly, convincing even Burris that he was being sold into slavery.
However he saved Burris from the horror of slaverv bv outbidding the other traders. After the hill of sale

Al







125. J] W.E Jackson et al. to Assembly,

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of

in general assembly met,

We the undersigned Citizens of the State of , beg leave to repre-
sent That there is a Certain mulatto man by the name of Samuel D. Burris, well
known to a large portion of the community who(se] Conduct is highly repre-
hensible indeed, being a notorious character, who is going about the country
We beleve persuading and Servants and apprentices to run
and leave their Homes, to the great disadvantage of the Community.

Last year this said Burris was accused, apprehended, tried and found Guilty
agreeable to after which he was sold sold as a servant, and bot by some man,
who suffers him to go about amongst us and continue the same unjustifiable
emp oyment, .

We therefore request Your Honors to pass some to reach his Case and
effectully stop such conduct and you [sic] petitioners will as in duty bound ever

pray &c
[signed] J.W.E Jackson Thomas Martindale
Wm Slaughter Joel Clements
John (undecipherable] W. K. Lockwood
John P. Coombe Thomas Purnell
James Lord Thomas B. Lewis

[19 additional signatures)

souRce: Petition of |. W, E. Jackson et al. to the Senate and House of Representativesof -
ware, 16 February  , General Assembly, Legislative Papers, DSA. Granted.! PAR #10384903.



[See attached.]



June 9, 2015

The Honorable Jack A. Markell
Carvel State Office Building
820 N. French Street, 12th Floor
Wilmington, DE 19801

Dear Governor Markell:

This letter is to support the pardon effort for Samuel D. Burris, (1813-1863), a free man of
color from the Willow Grove area of western Kent County. Prosecuted to the full extent of the law for
the crime of aiding fugitives to escape, Mr. Burris was the steadfast in his devotion to liberty and civil
disobedience that highlighted the injustices of the system that kept African Americans enslaved, and
severely prosecuted anyone who helped those escaping the cruel system along their journey. Described
here is a narrative supported by documentation from the docket books and case files of the Delaware
Court of General Sessions and Gaol Delivery from the May and October Terms in 1847 and 1848, and
other relevant documents from the Delaware Public Archives and other research collections.

Samuel D. Burris was the son of George and Mary Burrows. He was literate and wrote a
distinctive signature which always included his middle initial. Why he chose a different spelling of
his surname is unknown but some court documents persisted in using his parent’s spelling. For an
occupation, Samuel D. Burris was described variously as a school teacher, laborer, and farmer in
documents of the period. He was married to Catherine who was from Maryland, and they had six
children. In 1845 he was living on a farm south west of Willow Grove as the tenant of Alexandria
Fraisure. It was late in that year that Samuel D. Burris first surfaced in documentation as working as
an Underground Railroad "Conductor."”

In the parlance of the Abolition Movement at the time, railroad terminology was used to
describe the provision of assistance to those escaping enslavement. A Conductor was the term for a
person who would physically lead freedom seekers from safe place to safe place through the state.
The agricultural lands in the Middletown area of New Castle County were among the most productive
in the region and the landowners utilized slave labor as part of their workforce. But there were still
people who were anti-slavery on the landscape as well. Samuel D. Burris's job was to navigate those
in his charges through the slave-holding areas to the pockets of assistance, the safe houses along the
way.

1200 N. Dupont Highway Dover, DE. 19901-2277 302.857.6621 Fax: 302.857.6623

DSU is an equal opportunity employer and does not discriminate based on race, creed, national or ethnic origin, sex or disability



The Honorable Jack Markell
June 9, 2015
Page 2

In early December, 1845, Samuel D. Burris guided a large party of those escaping to the north
from Queen Anne's County in Maryland. Burris carried a letter of introduction from Ezekiel Jenkins,
a Quaker who lived in Camden. Addressed to Middletown/Odessa area Quakers John Hunn, John
Alston, and Daniel Corbit, Ezekiel Jenkins was familiar to all either as a relative or fellow Quaker.
The group Burris guided included four adult men and Samuel and Emeline Hawkins with their six
children. They had traveled all night through a snow storm and ended up at the farm of John Hunn,
whose property was located near the site of what is now the Middletown High School. Emeline and
her children were claimed as slaves of two individuals from Maryland and the notices of their escape
had already reached Middletown. Spotted by neighbors, the ensuing activity resulted in the family
being held in jail at New Castle. Through the assistance of Thomas Garrett, the Hawkins family was
released and successfully made their way to freedom. The aid provided to the family on their journey
resulted in the prosecution of John Hunn and Thomas Garrett for their roles in abetting the escape.
Samuel Burris was not implicated in this prosecution but he appears in the narrative that John Hunn
recounts in the 1872 book published by William Still called "The Underground Railroad."

The prosecution of Samuel D. Burris began in 1847 when he was caught assisting an enslaved
woman named Maria Matthews, claimed as property by Jonathan S. Green, trying to geton a
steamship. The ship was coming to Isaac Short's Tavern near the mouth of Duck Creek. The escape
was not successful and warrants for his arrest were issued. He was put in jail in Dover and bail was
set at $1600. This very large sum was raised through pledges of community members, both black and
white. But before he could be released, he was charged with additional crimes including: the escape
of two enslaved people from the estate of Thomas Slaughter in the ownership of Robert McGonigle;
and, a two count indictment was filed for the escape of the property of John Clark. The bail was raised
to $5000, which was well beyond what he could raise. Burris stayed in jail until trial in November.

Three cases in the October Term of the Court of General Sessions were set: Case 12- State vs.
Samuel D. Burris- Indictment for Enticing Away Slaves (Robert McGonigle's Property); Case 13-
State vs. Samuel D. Burris- Indictment for Enticing Away Slaves (Jonathan S. Green's Property); and
Case 23- State vs. Samuel D. Burris- Indictment for Enticing Away Slaves (John Clark's Property).
Burris plead non cul in all three cases.

Burris requested a change of venue, to the Court of New Castle County because of the general
ill feeling toward him and the issue in Kent County and he felt he couldn't get a fair trial. His request
was supported by Ezekiel Cowgill, a prominent Kent Countian and minister in the Methodist Church
who was a well-known abolitionist. The request was denied. The trials are held as follows: Cases
13&23 was tried on November 1, 1847 and Case 12 was tried on November 2nd. The verdicts were:
Case 12- guilty; Case 13- not guilty; Case 23- first count not guilty, second count guilty.

The sentencing phase was carried out on November 5th. Sentencing for Case 12: "Therefore it
is considered by the Court that the said defendant shall forfeit and pay to the State of Delaware of the
sum of two hundred and fifty dollars: that he shall pay the costs of this prosecution; and that he shall
be imprisoned for the term of six months commencing on this fifth day of November instant and
ending on the fifth day of May, which will be in the year of our Lord One Thousand Eight Hundred
and Forty Eight: and that at the expiration of the said term of imprisonment he shall be disposed of as
a servant to the highest and best bidder for the period of seven years. And he is now committed to the



The Honorable Jack Markell
June 9, 2015
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custody of the Sheriff of Kent County until this judgment of the Court be fully carried into execution."
Sentencing for Case 23: "Therefore it is considered by the Court here that the said defendant shall
forfeit and pay to the State of Delaware the sum of two hundred and fifty dollars: that he shall pay the
costs of this prosecution: and that he shall be imprisoned for the term of four months commencing on
the sixth day of May which will be in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty eight
and ending on the sixth day of September then next ensuing: and that at the expiration of the said term
of imprisonment he shall be disposed of as a servant to the highest and best bidder for the period of
seven years. And he is committed to the Custody of the Sheriff of Kent County until this judgment of
the Court be fully carried into execution."

He was put in jail to serve the first term of six months, after which he was to be sold. From his
cell he wrote letters to friends mourning his plight, which he believed would lead him to be sold as a
slave outside the State of Delaware, risking his status as a free person. One of these letters, dated
March 29, 1848 was published by William Lloyd Garrison, in “The Liberator,” on June 30, 1848. He
served the first jail term six months in jail and was sold for $500 to Isaac Flint, an abolitionist who had
funds provided by the Abolition community. Burris was returned to jail to serve the next four months.
On June 16, 1848 Isaac Flint sent a letter to Governor Tharp with what he stated was a petition with
180 signatures of Wilmingtonians who request a pardon for the remainder of his sentence and
subsequent sale, due to ill health of Burris in confinement. Flint promised to take Burris out of the
state once free. From the record, is not clear whether this was granted or not. But this is not the end
of the story.

On February 16, 1849, a petition was filed with the Delaware General Assembly stating:
Twenty-nine residents of the Camden area seek a special legislative act to punish the "notorious
Samuel D. Burris, well known to a large portion of the community whose conduct is highly
reprehensible ... being a notorious character, who is going about the county they believe persuading
and enticing slaves Servants and apprentices to run away and leave their Homes, to the great
disadvantage of the Community." They point out that Burris "was accused, apprehended, tried and
found Guilty agreeable to Law, after which he was Sold as Servant, and bot [sic] by some men who
suffered him to go about amongst as and continue the same unjustifiable employment.” The petitioners
"request Your Honors to pass some Law to reach his Case and effectully [sic] stop such conduct." The
first ten petitioners included: William B. Clark, Joel Clements, John P. Coome, Alexander
Greenwood, J.W. Jackson, William Lindale, W.K. Lockwood, Thomas Martindale, William Slaughter
and Jacob Welch.

Previous research noted a law passed by the Legislature in 1849 indicating that anyone
convicted of Enticing Away Slaves, was punished and then was caught doing it again was subject to
60 lashes well laid on. It is clearly a death sentence.

Samuel Burris relocated his family out of the State of Delaware by 1849. In fact they may
have been living in Camden, NJ by 1847 when the warrants for Burriss's arrest were issued noting that
was his place of residence. The Burris Family shows up in the 1850 census in Philadelphia and by the
following federal census of 1860, the family moved to San Francisco, California. Samuel D. Burris
died there in 1863 at the age of 50.



The Honorable Jack Markell
June 9, 2015
Page 4

Research on the life of the Burris family in California is currently underway. In 1872, at the
publication of “The Underground Railroad,” by William Still which recounts the events of the trial of
Samuel D. Burris and his participation in the Hawkins family escape, an ad promoting the book was
placed in the San Francisco newspaper for the African American community, 7he Elevator. The
article reminded their readers of the connection of Samuel D. Burris to their community and honored
the family members still living there.

The cause that Samuel D. Burris was prosecuted for and then legislated out of the state of
Delaware has proven to be a just one. His acts in the face of the dire consequences to himself and his
family justify a pardon for these acts of compassion and civil disobedience.

Thank you for championing a pardon for a true Delaware hero.

Sincerely,

U, JULl CldIKN DUILIU
e. Jonathan Green Bond
Exhibit 4: Recognizance Bonds- Supporting Burris
a. Arrest Warrant for Samuel D. Burris
b. Bail Pledge from John Hunn and Ezekiel Jenkins
c. Bail Pledge from Gibbs, Brinkley, etc. Reverse included with approval for release
hatched out
Exhibit 5: Change of Venue Request
a. Ezekiel Cowgill Request for Change of Venue
Exhibit 6: Court of General Sessions Docket Entries



a. Case12& 13
b. Case 23
Exhibit 7: Kent County Sheriff’s Income List with Burris’ Sale Amount Hatched Out
Exhibit 8: Burris Letter Published in the Liberator in June 1848
a. Transcription from Accessible Archives at
Exhibit 9: Letter from Isaac Flint to Governor Tharp Requesting Pardon from Second Conviction
Punishment
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EXHIBIT 4

Recognizance Bonds- Supporting Burtis

a. Arrest Warrant for Samuel D. Burtis

b. Bail Pledge from John Hunn and Ezekiel Jenkins

c. Bail Pledge from Gibbs, Brinkley, etc. Reverse
included with approval for release hatched out
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State of Delaware } Kent Count, October Term 1847
Vs } Indictment for enticing away slaves
Samuel D Burris }

Samuel D. Burris the above named Defendant, being sworn on the Holy Evangels of Almighty
God-

Deposeth and saith that he has good and sufficient grounds for knowing and believing that he may not
and cannot have an impartial trial in this cause in Kent County that there exists in said County must
pastlse? excitement and forsjandsive? against this deponent in response to the charges contained in
said indictment created by confounded rumors and that several of the jurors who are said much as to
those present known of this Court, and are {three words unintelligible] are slave owners and relatives
and friends of slave holders, and that from the face of such excitement and prejudic this deponent is not
able to procecure the necessary [] in preparing his defense, and that five or six colred
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Collection: The Liberator

Publication: THE LIBERATOR

Date: June 30, 1848

Title: THE LIBERATOR LETTER FROM ANOTHER MARTYR IN THE CAUSE OF
FREEDOM.

Location: Boston

The following letter is from Samuel D. Burns, a worthy colored citizen of Wilmington,
Delaware, who was sentenced some time since to a cruel imprisonment in the Penitentiary of that
State, on charge and conviction of having remembered those in bonds as bound with them, by
giving aid and counsel to certain wretched slaves, who attempted to make their escape to

Canada. Hear this martyr!— [The letter was sent to a friend in Nantucket]

DOVER, (Delaware,) 3d mo. 29th, 1848 .
DEAR BROTHER:

I now write a few words to you form my loath some prison. I beg to be excused for not writing to
you before; but as things have come so near to an awful crisis, [ deem it my duty to inform all
my Christian brethren of my present condition, which I suppose you have long since heard, that [
was arrested on the 10th day of July last, charged with being concerned in helping slaves to
regain their freedom, which in the State of Delaware m a crime next to that of murder, if
committed by a colored man. I was also committed to prison, and there I remained, hand. cuffed
and leg ironed, until near the middle of August, during which time I suffered, if possible, more
than death. I then gave bail, in the sum of one thousand six hundred dollars, for my appearance at
Court of Quarter Sessions, which was to commence on the 25th of October, 1847; but my
adversaries being informed of the some, came forward and demanded special bail for damage in
the sum of five thousand five hundred dollars more, which they knew I could not give, on
account of which I was thrust back into. Prison—there to stay and suffer until court, and then go
in to trial, unprepared, as the slaveholders intended that I should do. Court came on, and without
sufficient preparation, I was forced in for trial; and as might have been expected, I was convicted
on two indictments, and sentenced on both to pay five hundred dollars fine and cost, and prison
charges, and be imprisoned ten months, and be sold as a slave for a period of fourteen years; to
be exported, transferred or assigned over to slave-traders, or whatever else the inhuman
purchaser may choose to do with me. Of course, I hare been here in prison ever since, looking
forward, with an anxious mind, to the day in which the sale of my body in the first case will take
place, which is the 5th of May next, 1849—after which, I am to be brought back to prison, to
suffer four months longer, and then sold a second time, on the second case. Each case requires
that I should be sold to the highest bidder or bidders, for a period of seven years—to serve as a
slave to all intents and purposes, From this, you may imagine how much true Christianity exists
in the State of Delaware, especially when we consider that the Church, which holds the balance
of power in this State, in altogether responsible for the unjust punishments thus inflicted on us
poor colored people. This day there was a slave-trader from Baltimore to see me, and to find out
when the sale of my body was to take place. He staled that I need not think hard of him for
wishing to buy me, for he intended, if he was the purchaser, to sell me to no man who he thought
would not use me well, if I behaved well, end that I ought not to have been convicted from the



evidence that the slaveholders produced against me; but so it was. He said also that the evidence
adduced against me here would not have convicted me in Maryland, & This trader's name is
Mass Fountain, who has shipped 165 human beings from Slaughter's slave prison in Baltimore at
one time, to the great slave market of New Orleans. He visits the courts of Delaware regularly
twice a year, in order to buy all the convicts which the State holds for sale, to be exported.

Now you may say that this trader is an inhuman tyrant, because he buys and sells human beings;
but you will recollect that this man is only doing a lawful business, encouraged and protected by
the laws of the State of Delaware—laws which were enacted by men protesting to be
Christians—Ilaws which are esteemed and called sacred by men, who say they are called by the
Great Spirit to go forth and declare the word of truth and justice to a dying people —men who
pretend to say that they are opposed to sin and unrighteousness of any and every kind; yet they
uphold and applaud those slave traffickers, and those inhuman and unmerciful leeches, in their
soul-damning conduct, by making the colored people legal subjects for their bloody principles to
feast on; for whatever is lawful, of course ought to be right, and whatever is right is justice,
although ignorance of the law excuses no one. I have suffered enough to know, that the
constructions of an unjust law might to excuse any one. My dear brother, you will hear from me
no more unlit after my first sale. I mean the sale of my body, the first time; and then you will
hear through the Pennsylvania Freeman what my distresses are, and what has become of my
body. I propose writing to all my friends and brethren before the day comes on which I am to be
sold.

I hope you will not think hard of me for not writing to you before, as I did not wish to give my
friends any uneasiness on account of my awful situation. I would be glad to hear from you, if you
get this letter in time to mail one for me by the 15th of April; and if so, you will perhaps near
from me. again by letter.

The notable slaves-trades mentioned above was simple enough to try to persuade me to have the
last four months of my imprisonment taken off, so that. he, could buy me and take me
immediately. He said it would be the best thing I could do—and if would, he would buy me and
sell me to some good, man in Virginia, who would make an overseer of me, and give me a
chance to get my wife and children & And although I did not tell him what I thought, yet 1
intended that he might keep all his happiness to himself—for liberty is the word with me, and I
would not consent to be President upon any terms that be mentioned, for I consider the lowest
condition in life, with freedom attending it, is better than the. most exalted station under the
restricts of slavery. I here felt the better effects of oppression, and though I have had one of the
mildest men that ever was a slaveholder, fur sheriff of the prison in which I am confined, and
have had the good fortune to have one of the tenderest and most Christian -hearted women in
charge of the Jail, that ever was a mistress, yet I cannot forbear taking; all opportunities to
express great abhorrence of servitude, and my passion for liberty, upon any terms whatsoever. |
deem a state of slavery, with whatever seeming grandeur and happiness it may be attended, is yet
so contrary to common honesty, and is no precarious a thing, that he must want sense, honor,
courage, and every virtue, who can prefer it in his choice. A man who has so little sense of honor
as to bear to be a slave, when it is in his power to prevent or redress it, would make no scruple to
cut the throats of his fellow creatures, or do any other wickedness that the wanton and unbridled
will of a tyrannical master should suggest.



I have now given you, my dear brother, a short sketch or outline of my sentiments, concerning
the institution of slavery; and now I beg to close my remarks without say expectation of ever
seeing you again in this world; and bet me further add, that my religion teaches me to believe,
that as the condition or our heart is, when our mortal life leaves us, so judgment will find our
never-dying souls; and if so, what will be the condition of those who lived and died in neglect of
that golden rule, do on to others as you would that others should do unto you? Is there a slave-
dealer who would be willing to be made a slave himself? I say, no.

I have said this much, and leave comments for you; while I remain your affectionate brother in
the Lord until death,

SAMUEL D. BURRIS
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by the Senate and Fouse of Representa-
A . tives of the State of Delwware, in General Assembly met, That the

ppropria- . . = . . .
monies now in or hereafter to be paid into, the treusury of this

tion for.
* State, shall be applied in the following manner, that is to say : so
much thereof as may be necessary shrﬁl be applied to the payment
Salarics.  of salaries due and to become due, to the governor, chancellor,
Jud Supe ourt, attorney general, secretary of State,
audi count State’s treasurer, up to the first Tuesday

of January, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine: and so much there-
Allowance to of as may be necessary shall be applied to the payment of the
members  of daily allowance to the members of the legislature, their clerks and
Jomislutare. other expenses, and for printing the laws, and the journals of the
h:,rs,péi "8 Senate and House of Representatives: and the residue thercof to
Cluima of oi. e payment of any sums of money duc to the citizens of the State,
tizens, for which provision shall be made by law, and for the payment for
Harrington's one hundred copies of “ Harrington’s reports,” and for the repair-
FOROELS. ing the tomb of Col. John Hazlett, and the procuring of the por-

i £ ; ‘ .
e Ham st traits of the signers of the declaration of independance, on the part

tomb, of this State.

PLEMENT entitle ¢ An Act  roviding

punishment crimes  d misder anors.”

Seomon 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represen-

tatives of the State of Delaware in General Assembly met, That if

For enticing, ANy person or persons shall, knowingly entice, persuade, encourage,

persmading, aid or abet any negro or mulatto slave or indented servant, toleave

&e, u slave \he service of his or her master or mistress, or shall, knowingly,
ar dervant to _. 3 ] :

toave his mus. Md Or assist any negro or mulatto slaves or indented servants, in

ter. escaping from the scrvice of his or her said master or mistress,

every person so offending, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor,

Penaly.  4nd upon couviction thereof, shall forfeit and pay to the State, o

finc of not less than one hundred dollars, nor more than five hun-

dred dollars, and shall be imprisoned for a term of not less than

three months, nor more than six months, and at the expiration of

said imprisonment shall be disposed of, if o negro or mulatto, as o

servant to the highest and best bidder, for the period of seven




of them, be and they are hereby authorized and empowered to erect
such dam or dams across the said canal and gut, and to make such
bank or banks as will prevent the tide-water from overflowing the
said marsh or cripple, so as to enable the said owners or any of
them, to reclaim and improve the same: Provided, that no dam
shall be made or placed below the bridge over the said canal.

[ ]

viding

ainiy and ughter
ssed ariy,

by the Senate and House of Representa-
Manngers,  (20€8 of the State of Delaware in General Assembly mel, That Joshua
to chango G. Baker, Thomas Draper, jr., George Bennell, sen., Thomas Jef-
courre of u furson and Isaac Cerwithen, be and they are hereby appointed mana-
cortain ditehi yopg 10 change the course of a diteh, if they or a majority of them
deem it necessary for the more cflectual draining of the marshes
and low grounds in Slaughter Neck, so that it may discharge its
walers into Slaughter creek, at or near a place known as Wil-

son’s landing, or to such other place on said creek as ma
be deemed by them most useful for the improvement of the navi-

b :
o h;- See. JAn it furth enacted, That sa anagers shall
ack govern int  proceed gs by the several ons of the act
which sis  pplemen not conflicting wi  is supplement.
»rr@@a e
N ACT to mend “ A supplem the act
g titled */AIn ¢ prov ishment of c crimes
A misdemean .’ "
enac and Hou
Delu Assembly
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hav iced ded a slave or indented ser- ticing :‘:V::a
3 ~ " Cc., Not Lo re-
ser his o master or mistress, contrary v "%

to the provisions of the act ntitled “ A supplement to the act en-State,
titled An act providing for he punishment of certain crimes and =
misde 1eanors,’” passed Fe ruary 21,

into o remain within this St te.

Sec. 2. Il any white  rson who has been or may be convicted Cise of &
f the offence specified  the foregoing section, shall after the said White person

offending n- |

rst day.of April next, luntarily come into or remain within this ;068 2
tate, it shall be the du of any justice of the peace, by a war- get.
riff or any constable of the
county, to cause such person to be arrested and forthwith taken
before the associate judge of the Sup
county, who upon hearing the case in a ummary m ner, sha
the person so arrested shall be found to jave oflend  against
provisions of this act, commit him to t ¢ custody the sh

of the county, whose duty it shall be te pe
son so committed to his custody withou ate.’

Sre. 3. If any white gerson after being removed fro s State  cond
under the provisions of the sccond section of this act, sh.... .. second Pc;ﬁg:f

time voluntarily come within the limits of this State, every person
so oflending, shall be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon
conviction thereof shall forfeit and pay to the State a fine of not less
than one hundred, nor more than one thousand dollars, and shall
be imprisoned in the common jail of the county wherein he is con-
victed for the term of six months. '

Sec. 4. If any negro or mulatto who has been or may be con- Cuse of a ne
victed of the oflence specified in the first scction of this act, shall gro or mulat
after the said first day of April next voluntarily come into or re- '
main within this State, such negro or mulatto shall be arrested and
taken before the resident judge of the county, in the same manner
hereinbefore provided in the case of a white person committing the
like offence: and the said judge upon hearing the case and deter-
mining that such negro or mulatto has offended against the provi-
sions of this act, shall order him forthwith to leave the State; and
in case he shall not depart and leave the State within twenty-four
hours or shall after such order voluntarily return and come within
this State, it shall be the duty of any judge or justice of the peace
to cause him to be arrested and committed to the custody of the
sherifl of the county, by whom the said negro or mulatto shall be
forthwith publicly whipped with sixty lashes on the bare back well
laid on, and shall then as seon as conveniently may be, be remov-
ed by the said sheriff without the limits of this State.

Sxe. 5. For issuing a warrant ander the provisions of this act a Fees of offi-
justice of the peace :ﬁmll be entitled to receive fifty cents; for exe- ¢ers  execu-
cuting the same a constable or sheriff shall be entitled to receive "8 this act-
one dollar and mileage at the rate of six cents per mile, going and
returning; and for removing a white person .or negro or mulatto,
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Justico of the
peace to issue
warrant for
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Proviso,

nder

ided
cruing for services performed in the execution of the provisions of
this act against a while person, shall be allowed by the Levy
Court of the county wherein the arrest of such white person is
made, and paid as other counly charges are paid.

d by the Sénate and House of Represent-
atives of the State of Delaware in General Assembly met, That from
and after the first day of May next ensuing the passage of thig
acl, any justice of the peace in and for any of the counties of this
State upon information given to him that any free negro or mu-
latto, mule or female, is residing or staying within the county in
which said justice of the peace shall or may reside without visible
means of support, shall huve power and is hereby required to issue
process directed to the she
commanding him to bring before the said justice of the peace such
free negro or mulatio, and thereupon the said justice ot the peace
shall enquire into the condition and habits of such negro or mulatto,
and il upon examinat n the said justice of the peace shall be of
the opinion that the id frec negro or mulatto has not the neces-
sary means of suppo and is not ol good and industrious habits,
then he sha | issue an rder in writing directed to the sheriff or any

constable of nty, requiring the said sherifl or constable to
proceed forth hire the said negro or- mulatto on the best
terms that ca tained, to some person residing in the county,

a servant unlil the first day of January
next following, first giving ten days’ public notice by advertisements
posted in at lcast five of the most public places in the hundred in
which the said justice of the peace may reside, and before whom
such negro or mulatto shall be brought, that the said nefzro or mu-
latto is to be hired out: Provided, that every person so hiring any
free negro or mulat., -, .irtue of this act, shall in additien to the
price or wages agreed to be paid by him or her for such negro or
mulatto, find him or her during the term for which the said person
shall hire him or her, with good and sufficient food, lodging and

clothing.

~
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Whereas, while in jail, Mr. Burris was als
eseape of slaves from the Estate of Thomas Slaug
and a two-count indictment was filed for the esca

rarged with crimes related to the
¢ in the ownership of Robert McGonigl
f the property of John Clark, and bail

umous pardon fr
srenced offenses;



Hand and caused the Great Sealpof said State
tobe Mmi_dqdémm&m

America Hundred Fort;
df G

e




Anti-Slavery Bugle (Lisbon, Ohio) -+ 26 Nov 1847, Fri- Page 2
Downloaded on Jan 20, 2023

"Anti-Slavery Bugle" Clipped By:

DelawarePublicArchives
Fri, Jan 20, 2023

Copyright © 2023 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved. Newsr



1

Pi
th

nd

an
sla
W
all

in

thy
he
mj

of
wi
Ca

be
friy
cal
lab

seli

Bass Otis portrait of Thomas Garrett, 1838
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NE snowy December morning in 1845, a free black man and
four fugitive slaves trudged into Thomas Garrett’s iron and hard-
ware store with a letter from a friend. The free man, Samuel Burris,
was a guide who had led the fugitives twenty-five miles during the
night from an Underground station farther south. Garrett greeted
the chilled and exhausted men, added four more marks to his tally
of fugitives helped, and quickly sent them on. But the letter meant
trouble.

It came from John Hunn, a younger man who was part of the
Quaker network in northern Delaware. He was writing about a
family of fugitives who had not come on with the four. Yet they
had all arrived at his house the day before.

“On the morning of the 17th of 12th month, 1845, as I was
washing my hands at the yard pump,” he later recounted, “I looked
down the lane, and saw a covered wagon slowly approaching my

house. The sun had just risen, and was shining brightly...on the

13
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“DEAR FRIEND?”

snow which covered the ground to the depth of six inches...This
seemed rather an early hour for visitors...”

The “visitors” were the Hawkins family from Queen Anne's
County, Maryland: Sam Hawkins, a free man; his wife, Emeline, a
slave; and their six children, ranging in age from eighteen months
to sixteen years. For several years Sam Hawkins had tried to buy
his wife’s freedom, but her owner wouldn’t sell, so they decided to
flee. With the help of Burris, his wagon and horse, they had
reached free blacks in Camden, Delaware.

There the four other men had joined the escape, and a Quaker
gave them a letter of introduction in the next town. Traveling all
night through a heavy snowstorm, the woman and children in the
wagon and the men and boys walking twenty-seven miles, the
thirteen had arrived in the morning.

“[TThe wanderers were gladly welcomed, and made as com-
fortable as possible until breakfast was ready for them,” Hunn said.
They had not planned to linger, but the deep snowfall made the
roads difficult, so they all settled in the house and barn to rest for
awhile.

Unfortunately the wagon had been seen. That afternoon the
town constable dropped by with several strange men. In their
hands was an advertisement that offered $1,000 for the recovery of
some runaway slaves. Could they be in Hunn’s house? the men
asked.

At that moment, Samuel Hawkins came out of a building near
the barn, and seeing the men, he ran. They gave chase, but Hawkins
changed his mind about running and doubled back to the house
with a knife, prepared to fight. Stepping into the fray, Hunn per-

14

THOMAS GARRETT OF WILMINGTON

suaded Hawkins to give up the knife and the constable to give up
his pistol. Negotiations began.

The slavehunters wanted the two teenage sons who had been
born to a slave mother, but their father, of course, didn’t like that
idea. Hawkins didn’t want to turn over his younger children either;
he argued that they should be free because they were born after he
and his wife began living in a cabin of their own. Since the ques-
tions were complicated, Hunn suggested that all go to Middletown
on his sleigh to see a judge.

There the slavehunters struck a deal. If Hawkins would give up
the two older boys, the rest of the family would be allowed to con-
tinue. Although Hunn didn’t trust the agreement, he had the
mother and children brought to town. As he had feared, the whole
family was sent to jail, eighteen miles away in New Castle.

Much distressed by the outcome, Hunn returned home where
Burris and the four undiscovered fugitives were preparing to leave
for Wilmington. Hunn sent along the letter: What should be done?
From then on, the family’s fate was in Thomas Garrett’s experi-
enced hands.

The call for help came as no surprise to the merchant; he had
been helping fugitives for twenty years. The antislavery cause was
his life’s work, a cause he made part of his business, his religion, his
family and friends.

Garrett’s concern for justice had started early. His ancestors
were Quakers who had emigrated from England in 1684, seeking
religious liberty. The Garretts settled on land originally granted to
William Penn in what became Pennsylvania.

As Thomas was growing up in the early 1800s, slavery was ille-

15



“DEAR FRIEND?”

[freight] pases over this Road, But ther has Ben but 3 conductors
for sum time.”

They needed a horse to pass fugitives on quickly; “one of our
best men was nigh Cut [caught] By' keeping of them too long, by
not having means to convay them....”

Besides guides, the most daring workers on the Underground
were the conductors who traveled into slaveholding areas where
they would collect an escaping group of slaves and conduct them
to freedom. If caught, the conductors, too, could be reenslaved, no
matter how long they had been free.

Samuel Burris, the man who guided the Hawkins family,
became a frequent conductor. He “piloted them himself, or was
instrumental in directing hundreds of fugitives to me for shelter,”
John Hunn related. Although Burris escaped notice when the
Hawkins family was caught, a few years later, he was caught and
thrown into jail in Dover, Delaware, for fourteen months. John
Hunn and Thomas Garrett “were as faithful to him as brothers”
during this period, Still asserted, but they could not prevent his
conviction for helping fugitives. Burris was sentenced to be sold as
a slave to labor for seven years.

The Underground Railroad quickly came to his rescue. Since
Garrett and Hunn were well known to slaveholders because of
their trial in the Hawkins case, a man named Isaac A. Flint was
enlisted to go to the auction where Burris was to be sold. Pre-
tending to be a slave dealer, Flint went through the motions of
inspecting the feet, head, legs, arms, and body of the “property.”
Outbidding dealers from Baltimore, Flint purchased Burris, signed
the bill of sale, and then whispered to the conductor that he had
been bought with “abolition gold.”

38

Samuel D. Burris
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THE CONDUCTORS

Free once more and vastly relieved, Burris was also intimidat-
ed by the constant threat of becoming a slave again. Although he
and his family lived in the free city of Philadelphia, they moved
far away to the new free state of California in 1852. This man who
helped “hundreds” to escape, perhaps more than any other con-
ductor, never again returned to the South.

Nevertheless, a steady stream of guides, conductors, and fugi-
tives continued to pass through the back countinghouse of
Garrett’s store and the Anti-Slavery office in Philadelphia. Most
famous of all was one indomitable black woman, Harriet Tubman.
Still described her as a woman without equal in courage, shrewd-
ness, and exertions to rescue her people.

Tubman had escaped by herself from a farm in Dorchester
County on the Eastern Shore of Maryland in the 1840s. Lonely in
freedom, she made frequent trips back to Maryland and freed well
over one hundred slaves, including her brothers, sisters, and her
parents. She passed through Garrett’s office at least eight times in
the decade before the Civil War. He first wrote about her in an
1854 letter to the Anti-Slavery office:

Wilmington, 12th mo. 29th, 1854
We made arrangements last night, and sent away Harriet Tubman,
with six men and one woman to Allen Agnews, to be forwarded across the
country to the city. Harriet, and one of the men had worn their shoes off
their feet, and I gave them two dollars to help fit them out, and directed a

carriage to be hired at my expense.. ..

Again in May, 1856, Garrett mentioned to Still that, “Those
four I wrote thee about arrived safe up in the neighborhood of
Longwood, and Harriet Tubman followed after in the stage yester-

»

day.
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Slavery and Freedom
in Delaware, 1639-1865

William H. Williams




Slavery and Freedom in Delaware

ed rewards for the capture of a group of fugitive slaves who
itly escaped from Maryland’s Eastern Shore.? Leading the
from the Eastern Shore in 1856 was Harriet Tubman, who

born about 1820 or 1821 near Bucktown in Dorchester

b
0
n
a
3urris that “helping slaves to regain freedom . . . in
of De a crime next to that of murder, if committed

red man.”® He was speaking from personal experience. Burris
‘born a free man in Delaware, but he subsequently moved to
shia from where he sometimes ventured south of the Mason-

In January 1847 h ent
Alexander make a es-
was back in Kent elp

atthews of Dover Hundred flee north via steamboat. Matthews,
, was captured and returned to her master, and Burris was ar-
1d jailed in Dover for aiding her aborted escape and the suc-

, after Burris had served his ten-month sentence, Flint pro-
0 Dover in the guise of a slave trader to be present when he
-ed on the auction block. Prior to the sale, Burris was exam-
om the soles of his feet to the crown of his head” by traders.

>ff by Flint. The disguised abolitionist then made the winning

Road to Freedom 167

bid while Burris girded himself for fourteen years of slavery in the
Deep South. As soon as he was turned over to Flint, he was told that
he was free and was then rushed away to his Philadelphia home, where
his anxious wife and children waited. Burris never again ventured south
of the Mason-Dixon Line.”!

The Underground Railroad, an elusive but very real network of
local havens and willing guides—Quakers, other whites, and free
blacks—to aid fugitives in their flight to freedom, represented a series
of “stations” and “conductors” that were solidly in place in Kent and
New Castle counties by the midnineteenth century. Because of the need
for secrecy (its purpose, after all, was illegal), the Underground Rail-
road in Delaware, as elsewhere in antebellum America, was an insti-
tution whose record is a slippery amalgam of fact and fiction. What is
clear, however, is that most of the slaves who used it to escape to the
North were not from Delaware but from Maryland and states farther
south. The small number from Delaware simply reflected the state’s
very small slave population by the midnineteenth century.”?

White Quakers from Wilmington who played a significant role in
the Underground Railroad included the previously mentioned Isaac
Flint as well as Daniel Gibbins, Benjamin Webb, and his two sons
Edward and William, Active Friends from southern New Castle County
included John Hunn of Middletown and John Alston and Daniel Corbit
of Odessa. In Kent County, Ezekiel Jenkins of Camden was the best-
known Quaker supporter of the Underground Railroad. The most widely
celebrated of all, however, was Thomas Garrett of Wilmington, who
was probably the inspiration for the heroic Quaker Simeon Holliday
in Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom’s Cabin.*

Garrett was born into a Quaker family in Upper Darby, Pennsyl-
vania, in 1789. When he was fourteen, an attempted kidnapping of a
free black female who worked for his family sensitized him to the
plight of African-Americans. In 1822, Garrett moved to Wilmington,
where he became a merchant. By 1830 he was actively aiding run-
away slaves. Although a member of the Wilmington Meeting at Fourth
and West Streets, he joined with other strong abolitionists to form the
Progressive Meeting at nearby Kennett Square, Pennsylvania, in 1853.
(Sojourner Truth, a former slave and leading abolitionist, spoke and
sang at their first session.) Although it was located just over the Penn-
sylvania border, the Progressive Meeting included a number of like-
minded Delawareans who also were active in the Underground
Railroad, which stretched south from the Pennsylvania line to the heart
of Kent County.*

In his final accounting after the Civil War, Garrett reported that he
had helped twenty-seven hundred fugitive slaves escape to the North.
Many, if not most, received food and shelter in his own home at
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e in the Friends Cemetery in

x operation. Aiding him in this
tors, both black and white. No
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William H. Williams, in his study of the Underground Railroad in
Delaware, expands the list of agents and conductors under the direction of
Thomas Garrett in Wilmington, adding to those names found in the lists of
Siebert, Reed, and Blockson. His list includes Comegys Munson, Severn
Johnson, and Joseph Walker, mulatto laborers; Henry Craig, a black brick-
maker; Joseph Hamilton, whose home was a station; Abraham Shadd, a
mulatto shoemaker and the leading black abolitionist in Delaware; and the
white Quakers Isaac Flint, Daniel Gibbins (not to be confused with the
famed Underground Railroad agent in southeastern Pennsylvania, Daniel
Gibbons), and Benjamin Webb and his two sons, Edward and William.” A
number of the names on Williams’s list agree with those on the other three
lists, but he identifies the black helpers more thoroughly.? Henry Craig was
probably the Harry Craige mentioned by Thomas Garrett in a letter he
wrote to William Still, describing the important role Craige played for him:
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the children with clothes. However, Garrett said that Mrs. Turner
never contributed one dollar to their support, or came to see them.

Eventually Sam Hawkins decided to take his wife and all of his
six children and strike out for freedom. He sought the services of
Samuel D. Burris, a Negro conductor, to show them the way.

The first stop on the way to freedom was at the home of some
Negro friends in Camden, Delaware. While in Camden they received
assistance from Ezekiel Jenkins, a Quaker, who gave Burris a letter
to present to either Daniel Corbit, or to John Alston or to his cousin,
John Hunn, of Middletown, Delaware.

When they reached John Hunn’s house on Friday, the 5th of
December in 1845, Hunn reports that there were four other Negro
men with them, making a party of thirteen in all. They had been
traveling all night through a heavy snowstorm. Sam drove Em and
the four younger children in ‘a covered wagon pulled by a single
horse (which he owned), while the others walked.

After receiving the letter, John Hunn took them in and gave them
breakfast. Hunn reports that this was his first acquaintance with
assisting runaway slaves.® If so, then his intention was probably to do
no more than to provide the runaways with temporary food and
shelter. In his letter to the Blue Hen’s Chicken, right after the trial,
he said: “In consequence of the deep fall of snow, they concluded to
tarry with me until the roads should be open, and recruit both them-
selves and their horse.” He then put up the woman and the four
children in the house, and the rest of the fugitives in the barn.

About two o’clock of the day on which the fugitives arrived at his
house, a neighbor drove up with his daughter in a sleigh, apparently
on a friendly visit. Hunn says he noticed that the neighbor appeared
restless, and was frequently looking out of the window fronting the
road. But he did not know that the man had already seen the wagon
and the fugitives walking with it from his house, and reported this
fact in Middletown, and had now came to “spy out the land.”

Later on that afternoon several men showed up at Hunn’s house.
The exact number cannot be given, as Hunn gives two different
accounts of this. In his letter to The Blue Hen’s Chicken, he names
five men: Thomas Schee Merritt, Robert A. Cochran, and his son,
Robert T. Cochran, Richard C. Hays, and William Chesney. Later,
in his account to Still, Hunn mentions only three men: “a con-
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thought he could go back and get them later . . . or that it would
be better to have at least some of them if he could not have them all.
Whatever his reasons, as Hunn was quick to point out, Samuel
Hawkins’ agreement with Hardcastle was nothing less than a
pargain with the devil, and “. . . at his request,” says Hunn, “I
wrote to my wife for the delivery of the family of Samuel Hawkins to
the constable. They were soon forthcoming, and on their arrival at
the office, a commitment was made out for the whole party. Samuel
and his two older sons were handcuffed, amidst many tears and
Jamentations, and they all went off under charge of the man-hunters,
to New Castle jail, a distance of eighteen miles.”

As they left for New Castle, John Hunn says he returned home,
where he found S. D. Burris and the four other men. Hunn sent a
letter by Burris to Thomas Garrett, detailing the arrest and commit-
ment of the Hawkins family. Burris and the four men left for Wil-
mington about nine o’clock that night and arrived shortly before
daylight the next morning (Saturday).

Meanwhile, the slave hunters and the Hawkins family arrived at
the jail in New Castle around midnight, where they were joined by
John Hunn, Sheriff Jacob Caulk was aroused and the commitment
was shown to him. “. . . after reading it he asked Samuel if he was
a slave? He said no, and showed his pass . . . the sheriff hereupon
told the slave hunters that the commitment was not legal, and would
not hold them lawfully.” It was now Saturday and, as Hunn put it,
“. . . the man hunters were in a quandary.” What were they to do
now? William Streets, the Magistrate of Middletown (and John
Hunn’s friend), had given them a commitment that was not legal,
which meant that the runaways were free, and that the sheriff could
not hold the slaves. The question is, did William Streets do this
purposely, as a favor to his friend, John Hunn, in order to help
Hunn gain the time needed to get legal help, or help from someone
more experienced in assisting the runaway slave—such as Thomas
Garrett? Although in his account of this to William Still—some 23
or 24 years later—John Hunn does not mention that there was
collusion between himself and William Streets. It is possible there
was. Perhaps while Hardcastle was busy betraying Samuel Hawkins’
trust in order to get his family back into slavery, John Hunn and
William Streets were making plans to see that they remained free.

Whatever the case, with nothing further that could be done, con-
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line as soon as a carriage could be procured.” However, this statement
conflicts with Judge Booth’s testimony that procuring the hack, and
its arrival, all took place in his office.

Joseph Bartlett was the owner of the hack, and he testified that he
transported the family to Wilmington (Garrett did not ride with
them). They arrived the same day (Monday), and Bartlett deposited
the Hawkins family at Garrett’s store, and says, “they got out and
went in there.” For this he received one dollar and a half from
Garrett.

Also in Wilmington at that time was Samuel D. Burris, the Negro
conductor who originally brought the Hawkins family up from
Queen Annes county. He now had the pleasure of seeing them all
arrive safely in Wilmington.

Soon after the Hawkins family left the New Castle jail for
Wilmington, constable Richard D. Hays returned with new commit-
ments from William Streets, and presented them in due form to
Sheriff Caulk. The Sheriff informed Hays that the slaves had been
liberated by order of Judge Booth. Although John Hunn did not say
so, apparently Hardcastle had gone to Philadelphia from New
Castle, for he says that a few hours after Hays returned from
Middletown Hardcastle returned from Philadelphia to take Sam
Hawkins and his family back to Queen Annes county—back into
slavery. “Judge of his disappointment,” says Hunn, “at finding they
were beyond his control—absolutely gone!”

“Hays and Hardcastle returned to Middletown in great anger,”
says Hunn, “and threatened to prosecute William Streets for his par-
ticipation in the affair.” We do not learn whether they ever did
prosecute William Streets, nor does Hunn tell us specifically what
they were going to charge him with. My guess is that Hays and
Hardcastle believed, as I asserted earlier, that William Streets
purposely gave them commitments that were not legal.

Early Tuesday morning, Samuel D. Buwris arrived back at John
Hunn’s house in Middletown with a letter from Garrett, giving a
description of all that took place. “My joy on this occasion was
great,” says Hunn, “and I returned thanks to God for this wonder-
ful escape of so many human beings from the charnel house of
slavery.”

As to the ultimate fate of Samuel Hawkins and his family, one
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