
Q•-===================1f, 

THE CHURCHES OF DELAWARE 

by 

FRANK R. ZEBLEY 

Author of "Along the Brandywine" 

* 

A history, in brief, of the nearly 900 churches 

and former chttrches in Delaware as 

located by the Author. 

1947 

::!'l=====:I 



226· THE CHURCHES OF DELAWARE 

was arranged to be held on Nov. 12, 1865, with the Revs. A. Manship J ·.J. 
Pearce, Mr. Colclazer and A. D. Davis taking part. ' • 

On Jan. 20, 1881, John T. Jakes donated a church site at the cor. of Layt 
Ave. and College St. More land was purchased on July 8, 1881, from S 
A. Williams. The ground was broken for the present church on Mon., July 
1881. The corner-stone was laid on July 31, 1881, by the Revs. A. W. Li h 
bourne, J. S. Willis, J. H. Caldwell and J. N. Pilchard, the pastor. The ch!r 
was incorporated on May 8, 1883. It was dedicated in September, 1883. Aft 
having been entirely redecorated a reopening service was held on Oct 
1888. The building was improved in 1902 and a reopening was held on s~ 
~4, 1902. On Dec. 29, 1912, the church was rededicated after extensiv 
improvements. 

Zion A. M. E. Church was organized in Wyoming in 1845 and a chur 
was built. Additional land was pur:chased on Sept. 12, 1848, from Geo. Jo 
and on Apr. 9, 1863, from John Jones. A second church was built in 1889. 0 
On Oct. 6, 1898, while a service was in progress, Sam Jones jumped up an 
declared, "I am the Lord and all who don't believe it are liars." Then 
trouble started. Ike Fulman drew his pistol and shot into the ceiling first 
then sent a bullet crashing into Chas. Waters' breast. A general melee follo 
after which Jones an<l Fulman fled to Hazlettville and then on into Marylan 

On Aug. 15, 1923, one-quarter of an acre of land was purchased fro 
Wm. Gaynes. 

Union Methodist Church (M.E.) is located four miles west of Wyoming 
The first camp-meeting in this section was held, in 1805, near the site of th' 
church. The first church was probably built previou~ to, or at about this tirn 
This building was used until 1859 when it was moved away to be used as 
barn. A new frame church was completed and was dedicated on Dec. 25, 185 
by the Revs. Dr. Cooke and John B. Mann. In the graveyard the first inte 
ment was John Sewal'd who died on Feb. 23, 1847. Extensive improvemen 
were made in 1894. Pennell Emerson donated additional land on May 20, 193 
In 1933, the minister appointed by the Conference was refused by the cong 
gation and the church was closed. It was opened as a Sunday School in 19? 
which is still continued with occasional preaching. 

Thomas' Methodist Chapel (M.E.) is located four miles west of Hazlel 
ville. One-half acre of land was donated by Hennelope Freeman-Mrs. 0 
Irons to the Rev. Wm. Thomas to be used as a site for a church by "the peo 
called Methodists to preach and expound God's Holy Word." A log cha 
was built and a graveyard was laid out. On Dec. 24, 1779, Mr. Thomas 
£erred the property to a board of trustees. It was known locally for ma 
years as the "Log Chapel" and as "Forest Chapel" although its official na 
was "Thomas' M. E. Chapel" in honor of the Rev. William Thomas. On Ma 
13, 1781, Harry, a negro, preached upon the subject, "The barren fig tree" an 
from the mention made by Bishop Asbury "that the circumstance was entirel 
new and that the white people looked on with attention," it is believed to hav 
been the first instance of a negro preaching to white people on the Penins 
Harry was Bishop Asbury's servant and accompanied him on his travels. 

The log chapel was moved away, in 1 798, and a frame chapel was erecte 
This chapel was dedicated by Freeborn Garrettson. The present br.ick chap 
was built in 1825. It was dedicated by the Rev. Solomon Higgins. In 187 
the chapel was rebuilt in modern style. The walls were raised three feet, th 



Tombstone of Raymond W. Dill (1920-1985) 
Co-author of Souls in Heaven, Names in Stone 

Souls in Heaven, Names in Stone 

KENT COUNTY, 
DELAWARE I 

Cemetery Records 

VOLUME I 

RAYMOND WALTER DILL 
WILLIAM MARTIN DILL 

ELIZABETH ANN BOSTICK DILL 



I-21.. GRllllN CEMEllllRY 

Green, Ella; b. 5-1854, d. 7-2-1860; dau. of Elizabeth & Nathan Green II 

I-22. SllllllllDB!llS aMEll1IRY 

streets, James B.; b. 1804, d. 2-11-1866; husband of Sarah Ann Streets 
Streets, Sarah Ann; b. 1809, d. 9-15-1852; wife of James B. Streets 

I-23. J<Hi D. VOSlllllllltL CEMlmlRY 

Voshell, Ara Virginia; b. 2-26-1864, d. 9-21-1865; 
dau. of Mary Jane & John D. Voshell 

Voshell, Daniel; b. no date, d. 1824; husband of Miss Delaney of Ireland 
Voshell, Daniel D.; b. 10-30-1852, d. 7-22-1872; 

son of Mary Jane & John D. Voshell 
Voshell, John D.; b. 7-18-1817, d. 8-12-1895; husbarrl of 

Mary Jane Hubbard Voshell; son of Miss Delaney & Daniel Voshell 
Voshell, John D.; b. 7-18-1817, d. 8-12-1895; 

husband of Anna Voshell; son of Miss Delaney & Daniel Voshell 
Voshell, Mary Jane Todd Hubbard; b. 1-22-1822, d. 1-27-1887; 

wife of John D. Voshell; dau. of Mary & Newton Hubbard of 
Caroline County, Marylan:1 

J-1. ZIOI A..M.E. ClllmlJI CEMEllllRY 

Aikins, Harry (Jr.); b. no date, d. 1-16-1937; 
Delaware, Depot Service Co., ASO 

Allen, Aurdry; b. 2-14-1904, d. 9-4-1921 
Benson, Sarah L.; b. 1920, d. 1958 
Butler, Benjamin H.; b. 8-30-1894, d. 6-23-1960; 

Delaware, Pvt., U.S. Army, WW I 
Caldwell, John E.; b. 1-13-1897, d. 8-21-1957; 

Delaware, Pvt., U.S. Army, WW I 
Caldwell, Palm; b. 1857, d. 1918; husband of Sarah Gibbs Caldwell 
Caldwell, Sarah Gibbs; b. 1859, d. no date; wife of Palm Caldwell 
Causey, Annie May; b. no date, d. 4-25-1957 
Causey, Mitchell W.; b. no date, d. 8-26-1965 
Clark, David G.; b. 5-26-1820, d. no date 
Cooper, Annie M. Guy; b. 1880, d. 1945; wife of E.C. Cooper 
Cooper, Edward H.; b. 5-10-1900, d. 7-27-1941 
Fisher, Caleb; no dates; Co. D, 8th U.S. Coast Infantry 
Gaynes, Lillian; b. 1886, d. 1965; wife of William Gayne~ . 
Gaynes, William; b. 9-22-1888, d. 2-6-1975; husbarrl of L1ll1an Gaynes 
Gibbs, Abraham; no dates; Co. I, 41st U.S. Coast Infantry 
Gibbs, Carl E.; b. no date, d. 4-9-1939; son of Julia & Abraham Gibbs 
Gibbs, Cleveland; b. 5-16-1895, d. 3-26-1949; 

Delaware, Pfc., 310th Labor Bn., Quartermaster Cor:ps, WW I 
Gibbs, Curtis Moore; b. 2-22-1914, d. 2-24-1970; 

son of Annie & Joe Gibbs; F-1, U.S. Navy, WW II 
Gibbs, Etta T.; b. 3-5-1897, d. 3-29-1973 
Gibbs, George Cutler; b. 11-13-1911, d. 1-15-1914; 

son of Anna C. & Joseph Gibbs 
Gibbs, Josei:o T.; b. 1886, d. 1960 
Gibbs, Julia E.; b. 9-9-1861, d. 10-24-1949; wife of Abraham Gibbs 
Gibbs, Lavenia; b. 4-30-1894, d. 8-14-1965 

J-1. ZION A..M.E. 01B1DRCB CEMlffllRy 

Gibbs, Norris; b. 9-2-1898, d. 2-4-1951 
Goldsboro, Sarah E.; b. 8-27-1862, d. 8-6-1924 
Goldsborough, Gene; b. 1953, d. 1960 
Guy, Garrett; b. no date, d. 2-2-1924; 

Delaware, Horseshoer, 349th Field Arty. 92nd Div. 
Guy, William R.; b. no date, d. 6-23-1938; ' 

_Delaware, Pvt., 519th Field Arty., 92nd Div. 
Hamilton, Mary A.; b. 5-15-1856, d. 3-20-1874 
Holiday, Clara; b. 1871, d. 1952 
Ishmon, Aaron; b. 8-5-1917, d. 12-10-1965· 

Florida, Sgt., 584 th Ordnance Arano. Q)., WW II 
Mason, Eben; b. 10-10-1873, d. 11-26-1952 
Miller, Rachel; b. 12-18-1809, d. 3-16-1880 
Mitchell, Andrew; b. 1839, d. 1-26-1890 
Pennewell, Gertrude; b. 1885, d. 1971 
Rigby, Ethel H.; b. 8-8-1903, d. 11-6-1938 
Seaphus, Lena; b. 2-11-1891, d. 10-7-1930 
Stevens, Myrtle; b. 8-29-1923, d. 12-23-1959; Delaware, Pvt., 

Headquarters Dept., 1322nd Service Unit WW II 
SUl!lllers, Harriette; b. 1856, d. 1930 ' 
TOwnsend, Maggie Guy; b. 1886, d. 1966 
White, George W.; b. 1862, d. 1931 
Woodlin, William H.; b. 4-13-1885, d. 10-31-1967 

Brown, Harry M.; b. 11-3-1896, d. 10-22-1922; 
son of Mary E. & William H. Brown 

Demby, Samuel (Jr.); b. 8-14-1904, d. 2-3-1925 
G:oves, El~; b. no date, d. 10-4-1918; Delaware, Pvt., u.s. Army 
Pitts, Hanna; b. 1899, d. 1933 
Thom:pson, James Edward; b. 6-22-1879, d. 6-17-1889; 

son of Mary A. Thompson 
Thom:pson, Leven D.; b. 1814, d. 12-8-1903 
Thompson, Mary A.; b. 1812, d. 1-22-1894 

J-3. ~CEMEIIIIRY 

Arnold, Eugenia Ridgely; b. 9-4-1884, d. 2-27-1964; 
wife of John Randall Arnold 

Arnold, John Randall; b. 10-24-1885, d. 3-23-1958· 
husband of Eugenia Ridgely Arnold ' 

Atkinson, Edgar H.; b. 6-7-1858, d. 10-8-1945· 
• _husband of Elizabeth K. Atkinson; Grand Jtrmy of the Republic 
Atkin~on, Elizabeth K.; b. 9-6-1859, d. 1-24-1946; 

wife of Edgar H. Atkinson 
Brown, Alice Hunn; b. 8-8-1881, d. 12-10-1969; wife of Thomas Ross Brown 
Brown, Thomas , Ross; b. 4-6-1876, d. 5-16-1938· 

husband of Alice Hunn Brown ' 
Butler, Araminta; b. 9-12-1837, d. 5-25-1880; wife of William Butler 
Carrow, Elnna M.; b. 11-2-1848, d. 2-18-1934 
Charles, Mary N.; b. 1790, d. 1858 
Conard, Adeline F.; b. 3-17-1868, d. 12-1-1899; 

dau. of Rebecca Moore & Augustus B. Conard 
Conard, Ambrose B.; b. 3-4-1889, d. 1-29-1910; 

son of Rebecca Moore ,, A11n11<::l-11c, o ,...~----" 
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ZION AME CHURCH, CAMDEN, DELAWARE 
Historical Marker Dedication 

November 16, 2008 
11 :00 A.M. Worship Service 

1 

Minister: Dearly Beloved this historical marker for Zion African Methodist Episcopal 
Church which by favor of God and the generosity of your people is this far made 
possible, is a symbol of sacrifice to God and to humankind. We believe that the 
Heavenly Maker not only desire but gladly accepts this marker, and l.ook with favor upon 
the dedication ofhimself and the worship of His children. 

Let us therefore bring to Him praise for His guidance and aid in the proper and adequate 
use of the same. 

Minister or someone appointed: 0 Lord open thou my lips and my mouth 
shall show forth thy praise, for thou hast no delight in sacrifice; were I to give burnt 
offering, thou wouldst not be pleased. The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 
a broken and contrite heart, 0 God, thou wilt not despise. (Ps 51: 15-17) RSV 

Trustee or someone appointed: We/I present unto you this historical marker to 
be dedicated to the service of Almighty God and the benefit of souls who worship Him. 

Minister: Dearly Beloved, it is right and proper that this historical marker given in the 
name of Our Lord and Savior. Jesus Christ, should be formally and devoutly set apart as a 
reminder of the history of Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

For such a dedication we are now assembled, and as the dedication of this marker is vain 
without the solemn consecration of those whose Labor is herein represented, let us now 
give ourselves anew to the service of God, that the fruits of our labor may tend to the 
glory of God and the advancement of the Kingdom. 

Minister: In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, we dedicate this 
historical marker to the holy ministry of service and worship. Amen 

Minister and People together: We dedicate ourselves anew to the worship of 
Almighty God, and humankind in obedience to the injunction of Our Redeemer who 
saith; "It is more blessed to give than to receive." 



Minister (Prayer): Dear Lord, Our Heavenly Father, we thank you for the 
opportunity to gather in Thy holy name for the dedication of the "Historical Marker" for 
Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

2 

We thank you for the marker that now stands completed aod ready for the sacred service 
that belongs to this house, Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church. May this dedication 
serve to renew our vows of :fidelity and loyalty to you O Lord. 

Hear our prayer, 0 Lord that those who worship here and pass by may see the marker 
and be reminded of the faith, commitment, and service of those that have gone on before 
us. Hear us, we pray, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

Hymn: "How to Reach the Masses" #221 
How to reach the masses, those of every birth 
For an answer Jesus gave the key 
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto Me. 

Lift Him up by living as a Christian ought 
Let the world in you the Savior see 
Then all will gladly follow Him who once taught 
I'll draw all men unto Me. 

Refrain 
Lift Him up, Lift Him up 
Still He speaks from eternity 
And I, if I be lifted up from the earth 
Will draw all men unto Me. 

Minister (Benediction) The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord makes His 
face to shine upon you and be gracious to you; The Lord lift up His countenance upon 
you and give you peace. Amen, Amen, Amen (Nwn 6:24~26) 



Zion Alv1E Church -- Morning Worship Service 
11:00 A.M. 

1 

Doxology: ... ... .......... ..... #647 ................. Praise God from whom all Blessings Flow; 
Praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Him above ye heavenly host; Praise Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

Call To Worship ....... ...................... . ............................... .. Rev. Rosa S. Smith 

M: I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house ofthe Lord" Our feet shall 
stand within they gates, 0 Jerusalem! 

P: For a day in thy courts is better than a thousand. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the 
house of my God than to dwell in the tents of wickedness. 

M: Because of the house of the Lord our God, I will seek thy good. 

P: Those that be planted in the house of the Lord, shall flourish in the courts of our God. 

M: Blessed are they that dwell in thy house, Lord I have loved thy habitation the place 
where thy honor dwelleth. 

P: For the Lord is in His holy temple, let all the earth keep silence before Him. 

M: Let the wmds of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, 
0 Lord, my strength and my redeemer. 

P: 0 sing unto the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things, make a joyful 
noise unto the Lord, all the earth sing praises! • 

Opening Hymn ......... #243 .......... ............... ...... .................. "Down At The Cross 

Invocation ...................................................................... Sis. Lorraine Harris 

Choral Response ................................................ . : ............... "Thank You Lord" 

Worship Through Music ...... #450 ......... ...... . ......... ...... ..... ..... "Blessed Assurance" 

Scripture ..... . .................. ..................... ............................ ... Sis. Olga Rosado 

Introit ... #69 ...... From all that dwell below the skies; Let the Creator's praise arise. 
Let the redeemers name be sllllg. lb.rough every land, by ever tongue. 

Decalogue (Summary) ...................................................... Rev. Rosa S. Smith 

Hear what Christ our Saviors saith, Thou shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two 
commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 



2 

Gloria Patri ....... 626 ... ''Glory be to the Father, and to the Son and the Holy Ghost; As it 
was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen, Amen 

Benevolent Offering (Missionary) ............................................. .............. Ushers 

Announcements and Welcome of Guest. .................................... Sis. Lorraine Harris 

Worship with Tithes and Offering ...... ..... ..................... ...... _ ... Finance Commission 

The Offertory Prayer ........... #644 ............................................ .................... . 

All things come of thee O Lord, and of thine own; have we given thee ... Amen 

Worship Through Music/ Altar Call.. ....................................................... .................. . 

Sennonic Hymn ... #272 ...................................... "Pass Me Not, 0 Gentle Savior" 

Morning Meditation ............... .................. ..... ..................... Rev. Rosa S. Smith 

Invitation to Christian Discipleship ...... #356 ......................... "Get Right with God" 

Apostles' Creed (ALL) .. .. . . .. . ..... ...................... ....... .. .............. .. ................ . 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, 
His only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. The third day He arose 
from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand of God, the Father 
Almighty, from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in the 
Holy Spirit, the church universal, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
Resurrection of the body and life everlasting. Amen 

Dedication Ceremony (All assemble outside near marker) 



I I 

,/. 

', J 
.. \ ,; i 
:j, \ if 
~ 

I 

' 
; I, 

./ 
• I. 

, , , 

;(, 

l' 
J. 

'/f, 

// 

;..,6 

' / 

:; 

:1 
-~ 

ti, 

/2 

1/ 
I, 

,I. 

/ 

i.t ... 

·~ 

,• 
i 

i· . 
' 
. I, 

~i! 

~ .. F 
,I 

I 



r 

.. 

J 

I 

flt1lu 111 

lff / 
,.i01,i ./JI (ff J v 7ff/P ; 



Copies for re!erencs only from the orltiinal 
in the Custody o1 the Delaware Publlc 
Archives, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 
19901. Permission 1or reproduction must 
oe obtained. 
Volume ____ Pace ___ _ 

~c rah 
X3 p l7q(r?) 

JCV1Q,,? -lo 1)v~ kw 



) 

f 
I 

) 

! 
' l 
I 
I 
) 

! 

1 
I 
i 



. ...__ . _, , d 
~ ~ -J "'I "1 ..., :':''•, - ' ~ ~ · '~ 

(tl 1 1 1 • ~ 1 1, f j 
o I J~1 

·: J , -J:} Fl q 11-i j . J i j j J J ~ . 11 l 4 ~ ' ~ l t ~ ~ 

-i . . _ _ ~ ~ j · J 1 i c:2 1 { 1 } i 1-,; ~ I ~ "'\ t J t ?O·: q 1 ~ -• 1 
!\w·,..·~4:~-- y~ J 1 ~ J a 111 1 c3 ~ ~ 1 1 -'i 1 ~ ~ ~ ~ J ~ ~ of ~ 1 j Jc! cI ; J -J JA l d 1 _ . . ~ " 

f.a "•-:-';~t3.:--,-------------~---- ----
f: 1F M .'• ------~--------------- - - ·--•--·· __ _____ .._ __ . ___ _. ---.4'-.. - ,- ~ __ ...... ~-· .. _ -~ - - ----·•.,.. _ ____ .__... -~•--.---.... _ __ ~---- • \." 





Copies 1or reference only from the orloinal 
in the Custody of the Delaware Public 
Archives, Hall of Records, Dover, Delaware 
19901. Permission for reproduction must 
be obtained. 
Volume ____ Paoe ___ _ 

ll 2- f0 L/ (p 

Gey rw,J , to iNb ~ 





Copies for reference only from the original 
in the Custody ol the Delaware Public 
Archives, Hal I of Records, Dover. Oelawa re 
19901. Permission !or reproduction must 
be obtained. 
Volume ____ Paoe ___ _ 

j6hrt Jm.0 l"b Zlt.Yl 1~3 

x~ y\q5 



226· THE CHURCHES OF DELAWARE 

was arranged to be held on Nov. 12, 1865, with the Revs. A. Manship. 
Pearce, Mr. Colclazer and A. D : Davis taking part. 

On Jan. 20, 1881, John T. Jakes donated a church site at the cor. o( 
Ave. and College St. More land was purchased on July 8, 1881, from 
A. Williams. The ground was broken for the present church on Mon., J 
1881. The corner-stone was laid on July 31, 1881, by the Revs. A. W . 
bourne, J. S. Willis, J. H. Caldwell and J. N. Pilchard, the pastor. The 
was incorporated on May 8, 1883. It was dedicated in September, 188, . . 
having been entirely redecorated a reopening service was held on ~-
1888. The building was improved in 1902 and a reopening was held oa 
14, 1902. On Dec. 29, 1912, the church was rededicated after e:-t, 
improvements. 

Zion A. M. E. Church was organized in Wyoming in 1845 and a 
was built. Additional land was pur-Ghased on Sept. 12, 1848ii1rom Geo. J 
and on~p..c...2. 18621 from IohQ.jones. A second church was built in )889. 
On Oct. 6, 1898, while a service was in progress, Sam Jones jumped··up 
declared, "I am the Lord and all who don't believe it are liars." Thea 
trouble started. Ike Fulman drew his pistol' and shot into the ceiling fir~ 
then sent a bullet crashing into Chas. Waters' breast. A general melee fo 
after which Jones and Fulman fled to Hazlettville and then on into Mary 

y-On Aug. 15, 1923, one-quarter of an acre of land was purchased f 
Wm. Gaynes. 

Union Methodist Church (M.E.) is located four miles west of Wyo 
T he first camp-meeting in this section w~s held, _in 1805, near the site_of . 
church. The first church was probably built prev1ou~ to, or at about this 
This building was used until 1859 when it was moved away to be used 
barn. A new frame church was completed and was dedicated on Dec. 25, l 
by the Revs. Dr. Cooke and John B. Mann. In the graveyard the first • 
ment was John Seward who died on Feb. 23, 1847. ExJensive improv 
were made in 1894. Pennell Emerson donated additional land on May 20, l 
In 1933, the minister appoi.ntcd by the Conference was refused by the con 
gation and the church was closed. It was opened as a Sunday School in 1 
which is still continued with occasional preaching. 

Thomas' Methodist Chapel (M.E.) is located four miles west of H 
ville. One-half acre of land was donated by Hennelope Freeman-Mrs. 
Irons to the Rev. Wm. Thomas to be used as a site for a church by "the 
called Methodists to preach and expound God's Holy Word." A log c 
was built and a graveyard was Laid out. On Dec. 24, 1779, Mr. Thomas t, 
ferred the property to a board of trustees. It was known locally for 
years as the "Log Chapel" and as "Forest Chapel" although its official 
was "Thomas' M. E. Chapel" in honor of the Rev. William Thomas. On 
13, 1781, Harry, a negro, preached upon the subject, "The barren fig tree'" 
from the mention made by Bishop Asbury "that the circumstance was enu 
new and that the white people looked on with attention," it is believed to 
been the first instance of a negro preaching to white people on the Peni 
Harry was Bishop Asb.ury's servant and accompanied him on his travels. 

The log chapel was moved away, in 1798, and a frame chapel was er 
This chapel was dedicated by Freeborn Ga.rcettson. The present brkk 
was built in 1825. It was dedicated by the Rev. Solomon Higgins. In 
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--------=---------------------------------------------------------------w----
1. Name of Property 
------=-------=-------=-------=----------==--=-------~-----------------------
historic name Zion African Methodist Episcopal Church 

other names/site number Zion AME Church; K-6613 

---=----------=-------==-------------------------------------=---------------
2~ Location 
============================================================================= 
street & number Center Street not for publication N/A 
city or town _.....aaC~am=d~e=n=--------------------- vicinity N/A 
state Delaware code~ county Kent code 001 
zip code :1~9~9=3~4 __ _ 

=------=====-------------------=------------------------------------------=-= 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification 
========-==---========--=========-=============-==-=========-========---====-
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act 0£ 1986, as amended, 
I hereby certify that this i.. nomination_ request for determination of eligibility 
meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets tne procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR 
Part 60. In my opinion, the property _x_ meets_ does not meet the National Register 
Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant_ nationally __ 
statewide~ locally. 
(_Se con~ion s 

Signature of. certifyi 

State or Federal .agency and bureau 

comments.) 

In my opinion, the property __ meets __ does not meet the National Register criteria. 
{ __ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 



-------------------------------------------==--=========~=~=======~~========= 
4. National Park Service Certification 
============================================================================= 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
__ determined el.igilJle for the 

National Register 
See continuation sheet. 

determined not eligible for the 
National Register 
removed from the National Register 

other (explain): 

Signature of Keeper Date 
of Action 

=========---==--===--=-=========-=====-=================-==------====-------= 
5. Classification 
============================;===============================----====--------= 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

...lL private 
public-local 
public-State 
public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
_K_ building(s) 

district 
site 
structure 
object 

Numl:Jer of Resources within Property 

Contributing 
1 
1 
0 
0 
2 

Noncontributing 
0 buildings 
0 sites 
0 structures 
0 objects 
0 Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National 
Register 0 

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter 11N/A11 if property is not 
part of a multiple property listing.) -~N~A~----------------



==================================================================~=~======== 
6. Function or Use 
------~----------------------------------------------------------------------
Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 

Cat: ·Religion Suh: Raligious Facility 
Funerary .....:aC~em=e=t~e~r~y'-----------

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: Religion Sub: Religious Facility 

Funerary ~C~e~m~e~t=e~ry"'"'-------------

---------------------=--------==--------------------=--=--------------------= 
7. Description 
====-=========-=~==============================~========--=======-=========== 
Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 

Classical Revival 

Materials (Entar 
foundation 
roof 
walls 

other 

categories from instructions) 
brick 
asphalt shingle 
weatherboard 

wood 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the 
property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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SUMMARY 

The Zion African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church on Center Street in Camden, Kent 
County, Delaware, '!as originally bill'!: in l,?j1L@_cl. __ ~!)Jf!:.lLaf.tEP:_V,il'~. j,n 1~89; The one 
story Class-ic:al Revival church rests on a brick foundation which may be original to the site. 
The width of the church is 28 feet and 3 inches across the front and back and 36 feet 2 
inches in length. The church, when established, was located in a rural section of Camden, 
very close to Wyoming, Delaware, on the edge of a traditionally African-American section of 
town. The expansion of the size of the City of Camden is readily identifiable since the 
white community has expaned in size towards the town of Wyoming and the African-American 
community has also grown in the same direction except that there is not as much development 
in the African-American neighborhood and there is more open space between the individual 
homes. 

The gable-fronted church faces north and is covered in white-painted weatherboard which 
has a 4 1;2~ reveal. The gable end of the church has a box cornice with partial returns. 
There is a lunette window in the front of the church which has been covered over, as well as 
a 6/6 double~hung sash window with colored glass, to the east of the entrance. Around 1940 
two small additions were added to the front of the church. One addition is a stuccoed over 
narthex which has a roof line that mimics the larger one on the church. The second addition 
is that of a men's and lady's room. Because the bathrooms are located in an addition just to 
the west of the entrance in the narthex, the 6/6 double hung colored glass window which 
would answer the one on the east has been covered over with weatherboard. Although the front 
additions to the church appear to have been completed at the same time, a tell tale seam line 
in the plaster indicates that in fact tne addition of the narthex and the addition of the 
bathrooms were each done separately. The narthex is enter~d by climbing three steps and 
going through double doers which open outward. Before the addition a£ the narthex, people 
entered the nave of the church from the outside through these double doors which have a glass 
transom. 

The east and west sides of the church each have three 6/6 double- hung sash windows with 
colored glass. Window light colors include red, yellow, blue, brown and orange. It is th~ught 
that these windows contained stained ~lass until the 1950s when they were replaced with the 
colored lights that are still in them today. An old photograph of the church reveals that the 
original windows were 4/4 double hung sash. A new asphalt shingle raof was put an the church 
in May, 1992. At this time pieces of the original wood roof were discovered. 

The interior of the church is covered with beaded cream colored wainscoting under the 
chair rail and modern panelling above. The church was originally heated by wood stoves. Two 
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interior chimney stacks extend out from the east and west slopes of the roof. Today, heat 
from a heater below the floor of the church enters the nave through two large grates in the 
floor. • 

A center aisle bisects the nave up to the chancel. Six red cushioned pews are on the 
left side of the nave and seven are on the right side. The chancel in the front of the church 
is separated by a white railing. To the left of the altar is a choir box which is 8 1/2 feet 
by 12 feet 7 inches and also has a railing. The ciloir box holds four, of the remaining eight 
original wood pews. Two of the other original pews provide extra seating in the nave, and 
the remaining two original pews are located together in the front of the church on the right 
hand side of the chancel, perpendicular to the altar. 

An elaborate painted mural covers the apse behind the altar. The mural was painted 
around the time the church was re-built and is in good condition. The mural depicts a 
shepherd carrying a staff, herding his sheep near a stream. Below is painted the caption "The 
Lord is my Shepherd, I Shall not Want.~ Another item of ornamentation in the church is a 
needlework depiction of the Last Supper which hangs on the wall near the choir box. A.wooden 
cross hangs down from the ceiling above the pulpit. 

An old wood panel cabinet remains in the rear of the church, extra bibles and hymnals 
are probably kept there. 

Outside, the ground around the Zion AME Church has been used since the church was 
established as a cemetery. The soil is quite soft and the ground is hilly. Most of the land 
surrounding the cemetery is to the east of the church, almost all of the gravea are found 
there. There are probably many more people buried in the ground than there a:re markers 
indicating. There are several unmarked family plots, modem headstones and small stone 
markers. The oldest marked grave is from 1874 and the most contemporary is 1978. The rear 
of the cemetery is covered DY thick underbrush. There is also underbrush in the middle of 
the cemetery along an aisle. The underbrush obscures many of the markers and headstones. 

cemeteries are typically laid out with graves in long parallel rows. The cemetery 
surrounding the Zien AME Churcn in Camden does not have a typical and readily definable 
pattem of burials. There are several rows distinguishable, but essentially many older 
graves are scattered in the rear of the cemetery and other markers and headstones are 
scattered upon the open ground. Types of gravestones range f~om the normal contemporary 
version to the crude. One example is a headstone with the name 1'Mother, Annie Mae11 scratched 
onto the surface. Some graves merely have stone markers indicating a grave below. The 
gravestones of two Civil War veterans are identical in type, and were probably standard issue 
for veterans of the.Civil War. 



-----------------------------------------------------------------------------
8. Statement of Significance 
--====-------=-------------------------------------~------------==-------==-~ 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark 11 x 11 in one or more boxes for the 
criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing) 

_X_A 

B 

D 

Property is associated with events that have made a significant 
contribution to the broad patterns of our history. 

Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in 
our past. 

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, 
period, or method of construction or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a 
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important 
in prehistory or histc1ry. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark 11 X11 in all the boxes that apply,) 

J_ A 

B 

C 

__L_ D 

E 

F 

G 

owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes. 

removed from its original location. 

a birthplace or a grave. 

a cemetery. 

a reconstructed building, object,or structure. 

a commemorative property. 

less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the 
past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance {Enter categories from instructions) 
Social History 
Architecture 

Period of Significance 1889-1942 

Significant Dates NIA 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion Bis marked above) 
N/A 

Cultural Affiliation N/A 

Architect/Builder Unknown 
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8. STATEMEN'l' OF SIGNIFICANCE 
======================-====-=========================•======-=====----------= 
SUMMARY 

The Zion African Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church in Camden, Delaware is 
significant under criteria A and C. It is significant under criterion A 
because it was the first African Methodist Episcopal church in Camden, 
Delaware and therefore spawned from the ideals and beliefs of the traditional 
African-American community in Camden, Delaware. The church is significant 
under criterion C because it is a good example of a diminishing resource, the 
rural African-American church. 

Camden, Delaware, a traditional Quaker community, is said to have been a 
stop for slaves northward on the Underground Railroad. Beers Atlas of 
Delaware, 1868, clearly shows the church as being away from, and separate 
from, the white community of Camden, and on the west edge of the African
American community. The Zion AME Church established in 1845 and re-built in 
1889, has been an important part of the African-American religious and social 
community of the city of Camden and its environs. 

Richard Allen, the founder of the African Methodist Episcopal Church was 
a slave of Benjamin Chew•s in Philadelphia. According to Woodson, Allen and 
his family were traded to a planter living near Dover, Delaware, Camden is 
just two miles south of Dover. Allen was able to purchase his freedom for 
$2,000 before founding the AME Church. Frazier described the rise of the 
African Methodist Episcopal Church: 

Richard Allen along with Absolam Jones organized the Free African 
Society in 1787. Allen believed that the Methodist form of worship was. 
more suited to the religious needs of and the form of worship the 
negroes had become accustomed. The movement begun by Allen under the 
name of African societies spread to ether cities where so-called 
African Methodist Episcopal churches were set up. Representatives of 
these churches met in Philadelphia in 1816 and established the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church. At this meeting Richard Allen was elected 
Bishop and a book of discipline was adopted which embodied the same 
articles of religion and rules as the Wesleyans. 

In 1787, 30% of all Methodists on the Delmarva Peninsula were African 
American. The Methodist church treated white women as second class citizens 
and treated African-American men and women as third class citizens. This 
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undoubtedly provided the impetus for Richard Allen and his followers to found 
the African Methodist Episcopal Church, a church were African-Americans could 
worship in the manner in which they chose. 

Richard Allen's movement is described by Frazier as being much mere 
important sociologically than theologically because, for the first time the 
world saw the birth of a church not on the basis 0£ some new theological 
propositions but solely on sociological grounds. The AME church became the 
arena of African-American political and so.cial life. Individuals could 
attain the distinction and status within the church which was not possible in 
their everyday lives. Thus the reason far the establishment of the Zion AME 
Churcn was to provide a safe haven for African-American's to worship and to 
gather as a eommunity without controls from the white majority. While Camden 
had always had a tradition of tolerance due to its strong Quaker roots, there 
was still a perceived need for African-Americans to collect together as a 
separate community. ~-

~ Zebley, in the Churches of Delaware, cites the Zion AME Church of Camden 
as being organized i n 1845 , with a church being built. The year that the 
first deed exists for the church is 1848, leading us to believe that the 
first deed went unrecorded because the 1848 deed makes mention of the church 
already standing at the site adjacent to the land being purchased. 

J( The first recorded deed that does exist for the church was filed on 
-September 12, 1a4a. 

11 George Jones (colored) on the one part and James Miller, Prince 
Caldwell, Palm George, Samuel Millis, and William Brinckley (colored) 
of the same place, Trustees of the Zion Methodist Episcopal Church 
near Camden, afo::resaid witnesseth that the said George Jones fer and 
in consideration of the sum of fourteen dollars to them in hand." 

The deed illuminates that this land was purchased for the express purpose 
of a cemetery adjoining the church. The deed explains that the land is for 
the trustees mentioned and their successors fore~er in trust for the purpose 
of a burying ground or place of internment for the bodies of the deceased 
members of the African Methodist Episcopal Church and their successors or 
majority of them, and for no other use or interest or purpose. 

~ A second deed under the Trustees of the Zion AME Church was filed on 
April 9, 1863 in Kent County, for land which would enlarge the existing 
cemetery. This land was purchased by the trustees of the church from John 
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Jones for fifteen dollars and was approximately sixty-eight feet by eighty
four feet by fifty-seven feet by eighty feet, abutting the existing cemetery. 

)f, After a fire, a second church was built in 1889. Zebley recounts an_ 
interesting story concerning the church in his book Churches of Delaware. He 
states that on October 6, 1898, while a service was in progress, Sam Jones 
declared that 11 I am the Lord and all who don•t believe it are liars. 11 then 
the trouble started. Ike Fulman drew his pistol and shot into the ceiling 
first and then sent a bullet crashing in Chas. Walters breast. A general 
melee followed after which Jones and Fulman fled to Hazletville and on into 
Maryland. 

The third and final procurement of land that the trustees made for the )(/ 
church, was made on August 15, 1923, when they purchased a quarter of an acre 
of land from William Gaynes. The initial unrecorded deed of the land on • 
which the church stands, and the three subsequent purchases of land surround
ing the church are thought to equal the existing land holdings of the Zion 
AME Church in Camden. 

The cemetery surrounding the church provides an eternal resting place for 
many people who were once fellow congregants and friends. There are at least 
eleven known designated war veterans buried in the cemetery. The most 
noteworthy are Caleb Fisher, known ta have fought in Company D, of the 8th 
United States Colored Infantry of the Civil War, and Abra.ham Gibbs,. known to 
have fought in Company I of the 41st United States Colored Infantry of the 
Civil War. The two headstones are identical., each with a cut out crest shape 
with their name and company. The exact same headstone is also found in Cedar 
Grove Wesleyan Church, marking the grave of a white Civil War veteran. It 
would seem as though this headstone was issued to commemorate the graves of 
all persons who fought in the Civil War. Of the remaining buried veterans, 
three participated in World War I and four in World War II. Evidence 
suggests that all of the veterans survived the time in which they were in 
service. The oldest marked sto~e in the cemetery is dated 1874 (the head
stones of the two men who fought in the Civil War are undated). The most 
contemporary burial appears to have been in 1978. 

Throughout the years the congregation of the Zion AME Church in Camden 
has ebbed. The current congregation is approximately twenty-four. Previous 
congregations have been as large as eighty. All church activities take place 
either in the church, rented hall or a hall belonging to another church. If 
large crowds are expected far an event, it is necessary for the church to 
rent accommodations. Occasionally other churches, or other church choirs 
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visit and share Sunday services. 

Several traditional annual events and celebrations take place in the 
church. The second Sunday in September is an annual Family Day. This day is 
also known as 11 Summers" and 11 Friends 11 Day. Each February there is an annual 
Men"s Day and each March there is an annual Women 1 s Day. Individual family's 
are also celebrated. The church has set aside specific days to honor such 
families as the Cowgill's, Penewell's and Gibbs 1

, ta name a few. Many 
current members are related ta the very people who were the original trustees 
of the church. 

The current Pastor of. the Zion AME Church in Camden is Stony Daggett. 
The Church is paxt of the first Episcopal District of AME churches. Thirty
four AME churches currently exist within the state of Delaware. 

The Zion AME Church is significant under criterion C in that it is 
representative of the type and style of church constructed in rural Delaware 
in the mid-nineteenth century. It is also distinctive because it is a 
surviving example of an African-American place of worship. Resources of this 
type are few within the state, the bulk of them having been abandoned or 
demolished. 

The Zion AME Church in Camden, Delaware is a Classical Revival, white 
frame church, with small narthex and three windows on each side of the nave 
which is very similar in style to other rural churches in Delaware, 
established by both whites and African-Americans. Some examples of Delaware 
churches similar in style to the Zion AME Church in Camden are the St. 
Johnstown Methodist Episcopal Church and Shiloh Church, both in Sussex 
County, and Griffith 1 s Chapel, Little Union Methodist Episcopal Church and 
Cow Marsh Church, in Kent County. These churches are similar to the Zion AME 
Church in Camden in that they are all basically small frame churches which 
were organized to fill the religious needs of certain people in rural 
communities~ Little Union ME Church is very similar to the AME Church in 
Camden, although it only has two windows on each side of its nave. The Cow 
Marsh Church is also very similar in style, although it does not have a 
narthex. The Shiloh Church only lacks the partial return cornice that the 
Camden church has. 

While there are similarities between the churches mentioned and the Zion 
AME Church in Camden, none are located in proximity to· Camden, but rather 
centered in their own communities. The churches surveyed in Camden are 
larger than the small rural church that the Zion AME Church typifies. The 

• I 
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past 40 years have not been kind to the small church as many have been 
demolished as t~eir congregations have dwindled due to advancing age and 
migration away from the rural sections of the state, to the now urban areas 
of Dover and Wilmington, or out of Delaware. 
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COMPRBBENSIVE PLANNING 

ZONE: 
PERIODS: 
THEME: 
PROPERTY TYPES: 

UPPER PENINSULA 
1880-1940;/-;· URBANIZATION & EARLY SUBURBANIZATION 
RELIGION 
PLACE OF WORSHIP, CEMETERY 



=======~===============~======================~==========~=======~=========== 
9. Major Bi~liographical References 
==========~====~===;======================================~================== 
(Cite the bocks, articles, and other sources used in preparing this fom on one or more 
continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

N/A preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 
requested . 

ffi 
1ft 

previously listed in the National Register 
previously determined eligible by the National Register 
designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic Ameri can Buildings Survey # 
recorded by Historic American Engineering Record# N/A 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 

State Historic Preservation 
Other State agency 
Federal agency 
Local government 
University 
Other 
of repository: 

Office 

==~===-===============-====-====⇒===========================-===-=-==-====== 
10. Geographical Data 
==----=----=----------=-=-------------------=-------=-----------------=-----c Acreage of Property less than 1 acre 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting 
3 

Zone Easting Northing 
l 18 452330 4329680 

4 -
-_ See continuation sheet . 

2 

Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a 
continuation sheet . ) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a 
continuation sheet.) 

===========:=============================================~=================== 
11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Leslie D. Bashman, Research Assistant 

organization State Historic Preservation Office 

street & nwnber 15 The Green 

date August 28, 1992 

telephone 302-739-5685 
city or town =D_o_v_e_r.._ ____________ _ state Im_ zip code _1_9_9_0_1 ____ _ 
====~===================~======~============================================~ 
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~.9.c. ◄70 -~ ••q.l . 

E•~1..,~•d •~roan Sta~•-n~ : Pablto repoc-tinq barden fDr tbt• far• t• ••~i--tad ta •v•r•G• 18.l hoor• p•~ r•■po••• 1noludin9 tbe 

t 1- tor ~•vi..,i~q 1P•~z~ct1oa•• gatbe%i~g and a.&io~aiDJng da~&. acd coaul ating •ud r•Tiewiog dl• tonL.. Oir■c~ $0Jl&ea~• regarding 

~hi• burden &■tia&te oc a~y ••P•c~ o~ ~h1a ~o~• to ch• Chi■~, AdaiGiatr•~iv• 8•~vic■• Oivtaion, MacioAaJ Park aezv1c■• t . o . BaK 

l7l27, Waaminqton, DC 20013•7121; and tba Offtca a: MaD&Q&MDt and Dudqa~, Pap■zwar~ Raduction■ Pro3ect (l024•00t8), W11hin9too, DC 
20~03. 
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10. BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND .JUSTIFICATION 
==============================:=============---===---=======---===-=====-===-
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The area described by and included within this nomination is the property of 
the Zion AME Church of Camden. The bounds are the legal limits of tax parcel 
NM-02-094.07-01-37.0l-OOO as recorded by the Kent County Recorder of Deeds, 
Daver1 Delaware. 

BOUNDARY JlJS'l"IFICATION 

This nomination includes all of the land historically associated with the 
Zion AME Church of Camden. 
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WEEKLY LIST OF ACTIONS TAKEN ON ~ROPERTIES: 11/21/94 THROUGK ll/25/94 

, 
,I 

DEC I 1994 

KSY: State, County, Property Name, Address/Bound.uy, City, Vicinity, Reference NUml:Jer NHI, StaQls, Action, Date, Multiple Name 

AAKANSAS, HOWARD COtJNTY, Garrett Whiteside Rall , Jct. of N. Third Ave. and t.ocke,,burg St.,, SW corne"C", Nashville, 94001340, 

NOMINATION, ll/21/94 
AAIQ\NSAS, Om>.OlITA COUNTY, Tyson Family Commercial Building, lSl Adams St., SE., Camden, 94001339, NOMINATION, ll/21/94 
CALIFORNIA, LOS ANGELES COCNTY, Stuart Comoanv Plane and Office Building, 336D E. Foothill Blvd., Pasadena, 94001326', OWNER 

OBJECTION, 11/23/94 
CONNECTICUT, NEW RP.VEN COUNT'!, Bigelow--Rart:ford carpet: Mills Historic District, Roughly bounded by Lafayette St.., Hartford 

/Ave . , Alden Ave., Pleaaant, H.1.gh, Spring, Soueh and Prospect Sts . , Enfield, 94001382, NOMINATION, ll/2S/94 
..._ ~pELAWAAE, KENT co~. Star Hill J\HB Church, Rt.. 366 SE of Camden, camden vicinity, 94001389, NOMINATION, ll/2S/94 

~ DELAW:ARE, KENT COUNTY, Zion A.frican Methodist 1:!oiscopal Church, Cent:er St., Camden, 94001388, NOMINATION, ll/2S/94 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, DISTRICT OP COLUMBIA STATE EQUIVALENT, Manhattan Laundry, 1326--1346 Florida Ave., NW. , Washington, 

94001327, NOMINATION, ll/21/94 
GEORGIA,. COBB COUNT¥, Bankston, J. C:. 

0 
Rock HoUSIO, 901 Industrial Dr., Dobbins Air Reserve Base, Mariett;i. vicinity, 

94001387, NOMINATION, 11/25/94 
IDJ\HO, ADA COUNT'{, SDaulding

1 
Almon W. and Dr. Mary E.

1 
Ranch, 3805 N. Cole Rd., Boise, 94001363, NOMINATION, 11/25/94 

IDAHO, BANNOCK COUNlY, East Side Downtown Historic District, Roughly including the 20 0 and 300 blocks B. Center St., 100 

block N. Second Ave. and 100 ,block S. Second Ave., Pocatello, 94001361, NOMINATION, 11/25/94 
IDJ\HO, NEZ PERCE COONT'l, Asposas , Jam10s1 Rouse, 1610 Fifteenth Ave., Leviston, 94001366, NOMINATION, ll/2S/94 
IDAHO, NEZ PERCE COONTY, Booth. Frank

1 
House, 1608 Seventeenth Ave., Leviston, 94001 367, NOMINATION, 11/25/94. 

lDl\l!O, NEZ PERCE COUNTY, llescer. Pat.rick J. and Lydia, House, 1622 Fifteenth Ave . , Lewiston, 9400136S, NOMINATlON, ll/25/94 
I DAHO, NEZ PERCE COUNTY, Tamblyn, Agnes M.

1 
House, J.506 Seventeenth Ave., Lewiston, 9400136\\, 'NOMINA'.?ION, 11/25/94 

I DAHO, NEZ PERCE COUNTY, Wvatt
1 

W.R. and Louisa E.
1 

House, 1524 Eighteenth Ave., Lewiston, 94001 362, NOMINATION, ll/25/94 
I Nt>IANA, CLINTON COUNTY, Young, John, Rouse, 966S N Co. Rd. 250 S, Geetingsville, 94001348, NOMINATION, ll/25/94 
I Nt>IANA, DEAR.BORN COUNTY, lturlbert

1 
Lewis, Sr., House., 412 Fifth St., Aurora, 940013S0, NOMINATION, ll/2S/94 

I NDIANA, ELKHART COUNTY. St. John's Lutheran Church, Jct. of co. Rds. 1s and 32, NE corner, Goshen vicinity, 94001349, 

NOMINATION, ll/25/94 
INDIANA, HANCOCK COUNTY, County Line Bridge, Co. Rd. 900 E over Big Bl11a R., Mo=ist:own vicinity, 94001356, NOMINl'li'ION, 

U/25/94 
INDIANA, Ll\XE Cotltl'l'Y, Gary Bathing Beach J\guaconum, One Marquette Dr,, l'larquette ParJc, Ga:.y, 940013S4, NOMINilTION, 

J.1/25/94 
INOD',W\, LAICE: COUNTY, Gary City Center Riscoric Distrier , ROUghl.y. Broadway from tl:e Chica;o, South Shore ar.~ So~th Beru:i iU< 

tracks to 9th Ave., Gary, 94001352, NOMINATION, 11/25/94 
INDIANA, LAKE COUNTY, Gary Public Schools Memorial Auditorium, 700••734 Massachusetts st., Gary, 94001353, NOMllt\:l'ION, 

ll/25/94 
INDIANA. ORJINGE COUNTY, Paoli Historic District, Roughly bounded by W. Fifth, llailrolld and NE. Thir:d St.s. and Lick. Ci: .. 

P!loli, 940013SS, NOMINATION, ll/2S/94 
INDIANA, OWEN COUNTI, Owen County Counhouse, Courthouse Sq. , Spencer, 94-001351, NOMINATION, 11/25/94 
KENTUCKY, HARDIN COUNTY, Fort Sands, Off I - 65 SW of Lebanon Junc:t;ion, above the CSJC RR trestle over Sulfur Fork;, Lebanon 

Junction vicinity, 94001379, NOMINATION, ll/25/94 
mr"UCKY, KENTON COUN'IY, '!eager, William Jt,. 1 and Edlilard Mohr Farmstead, 5002 Ma.di,ion Pike, Independence vicinity, 94001380, 

NOMINATION, ll/25/94 
l<EN"l'OCICY, ROWJ\N COUNTY, ?'4orehead State University, Bounded by O"n.iver1:1ity Blvd., Battson Ave. and Wa,:-d Oates Dr., Morehead, 

9400l3Bl, NOMINATION, ll/2S/94 
KENTUCKY, WASHINGTON CO~. Brown

1 
·stephen Cooke, House, KY 438, S~ingfield vicinity, 88003471, NOMINl\TION, ll./21/!H 

(Washin9ton County .MltA) 
MINNESOTA, HENNEPIN COUNTY, Twin City Rapid Transit: Company Steam Power Plant, 12--20 Six;th Ave. SE., Minneapolis, 
94001385, NOMINATION, 11/25/94 • 
MINNESOTA, HOUSTON CO'IJN'l'l', Jeffer.ion Grain Warehou,ie., act MN 26, JeCferson ToWnship, Jefferson vicinity, 94001386, 
NOMINATION, ll/25/94 
MUINBSOTA, WASECA COUNT'.{, Bailey, Philo C. 1 llou.se, 401 2Ild Ave. NE., Waseca, 94001384, NOMI?mTION, ll./25/94 
MISSISSIPPI, HINDS COUNT'.i, Bellevue Court Aoarcments , 950 No:rt:h St.,, Jackson, 94001336, NOMINATION, ll/21/94 
NEW YORK, ALBANY COUNTY, Ten Eyck, Tobias, Rouse a.nd Cemeteries, Old RaVena Rd. IPictuay ild,1 N of jct:. with O'S 911, 
Coeymans, 94001375, NOMINATION, ll/2S/9~ 

- ---------··· - .. •. -







• Underground Railroad Sites (U): These sites have verified association between individuals, 
events, and places with the network of people who assisted fugitive enslave people in their 
escape to freedom. 

• Cultural Context Sites (C): Connotes a site or area that is related to broad themes of the 
Underground Railroad historic context such as the growth of free black communities and 
churches, abolitionist Quaker families and meetinghouses, African Americans in the Civil War 
and others. 

• Commemorative/Interpretive Sites (I): Sites that commemorate specific Underground 
Railroad events or interpret the general history of the Underground Railroad, includlng 
museums and historical markers. 

• Evocative Landscape Site (E): Connotes a site or area that visually evokes the general 
undisturbed historic landscape of this part of Delaware providing the traveler with an 
experience as removed as possible from contemporary intrusion. 

INVENTORY OF THE PROPOSED HARRIET TUBMAN UNDERGROUND RAILROAD BYWAY 
HISTORIC INTRINSIC QUALITY SITES 

SEGMENT 1: THE GAUNTLET: This was the most dangerous part of the journey for freedom 
seekers due to local pro-slavery sentiments and roving slave hunters. In addition, the flat, open 
agricultural fields in this segment were difficult to cross undetected except at night. This segment 
includes an optional loop that passes through Camden and Dover. 

Sandtown to Camden 

1. Sandtown (U) 
This small town was once home to a community with residents who were active in the 
Underground Railroad. This town was mentioned by Harriet Tubman as part of her route 
in an interv\ew with historian Wilbur Siebert in 1897 but research has not uncovered any 
further detail to date. 

2. Route 10 Agricultural Landscape (E) 
This is a rapidly developing but predominantly agricultural area that retains openness. 

3. Henry Cowgill Farm Site (U) (E) 
The Cowgllls were a prominent Delaware Quaker family, and family oral tradition states 
that Henry Cowgill and his wife helped fleeing slaves by housing fugitives in the family's 
home or barn and providing them with much needed food, rest, and clothing during their 
stay. None of the buildings from this time period survive. 

4. Willow Grove (U}(C} 
Willow Grove has been linked to Underground Railroad through Harriet Tubman. It was 
also a rendezvous point for the Dover Eight and today retains much of its historic 
character. After the escape from the Dover jail, William Brinkley escorted six of the eight 
fugitives who backtracked from Dover to his home in Camden back to Willow Grove 
presumably to regroup and take another route north. 

5. Free Black settlement west of Camden (C) 

\ 

Optional Camden and Dover Loop 

The area west of Camden was once a free African American neighborhood that included 
the Zion AME Church. Not many buildings from the historic period survive. l _________ _ 
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6 . Zion AME Church (C) 
An African Methodist Episcopal congregaiion has met on this site since 1845 but the 
surviving church building dates from 1889. The adjoining cemetery includes the burials 
and markers of United States Colored Troops Caleb Fisher and Abraham Gibbs, the son 
of Abel Gibbs {later Abraham), one of Harriet Tubman's Camden connections on the 
Underground Railroad. 

7. Camden Historic District (C) 
The Camden Historic District is on the National Register of Historic Places with many 
of the structures dating to the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. This 
community was a stronghold of anti-slavery sentiment dating back to the founding of the 
town when it was known as Mifflin's Crossroads in the late eighteenth century. The strong 
Quaker community was centered on the Camden Friends Meetinghouse. 

8. Camden Friends Meeting House (C)(I) 
On the National Register of Historic Places, the meetinghouse was built in 1804. It was 
both the weekly meetinghouse for Camden area Quakers and the place of worship for the 
larger regional Quaker community. Allied with the Hicksite branch of the Quaker faith
the more ardently anti-slavery branch of the mainstream Quaker community- the 
meetinghouse also shared the status as a monthly meeting place for the Quaker 
community stretching from Lewes to Odessa with the Meeting House at Little Creel< in 
eastern Kent County. Prominent Abolitionists from local families are buried in the 
adjoining cemetery including John Hunn who was prosecuted in 1848 with Thomas 
Garrett for assisting runaway staves. The site includes a State Archives marker about 
John Hunn and the Underground Railroad. 

9. Whatcoat Methodist Episcopal Church (Morningstar Institutional Church of God in 
Christ) (C) 
This building was the second church constructed for this white Methodist congregation in 
Camden. Dedicated in 1857, this church was built by prominent free African American 
bricklayer Absalom Gibbs. 

10. Brinkley Hill (Free Black Settlement north of Camden) (U) During the mid-
nineteenth Century there was a small predominately African American community north 
of Camden was called "Brinkley Hill". This densely settled area was home to William 
Brinkley, a well documented conductor on the Underground Railroad, and his brother 
Nathaniel. These free men were vocal supporters of maintaining the rights of free people 
of color, signing their names to petitions opposing the limiting of their rights by the State 
Legislature. Letters from William Brinkley to Thomas Garrett survive documenting his 
activity, and he was also mentioned by Harriet Tubman in her interview with historian 
Wilbur Siebert in 1897. Unfortunately, nothing physically remains of this important and 
historic community today. 

11. Brecknock Park (E) 
Begun ca. 1750, Brecknock, the main house of the Hanson-Howell estate, is the focal 
point of this Kent County park. Located across Main Street from Brinkley Hill, the 
evocative aspects of this property include the main house that was present during the 
Underground Railroad period, and the nature trail that allows the visitor to explore the 
wooded area along Isaac's Branch, the site of the milling operation that helped estabfish 
the prosperity of the owner. 

12. Great Geneva (C) 
One of two family homes within the vast land holdings of the Hunn family near Forest 
Landing at the confluence of the St. Jones River and Tidbury Creek. A wealthy arid 
prominent Quaker family, the Hunns may have been involved in assisting escaping 

30 



the route, which heightens the awareness of the 
fields, sky, and road itself. Ditches alongside the 
road provide some variety in both color and form. 
Unfortunately, recent development has left its mark 
on the landscape in this section. As the road draws 
closer to Camden, the frequency of new 
construction appears to increase, putting the 
historic and cultural integrity of agricultural sections 
like this one at greater risk. 

At the intersection of Route 10 and 
Camden-Wyoming Avenue, the traveler has the 
option of continuing onto that segment of the route 
or to take the optional Camden and Dover loop. Caesar Rodney Avenue, Camden, Kent County 
The main Scenic Byway route departs from Route 
10, turning left onto Camden-Wyoming Avenue and passing through the town of Wyoming. The 
Wyoming Historic District was recognized on the National Register of Historic Places in 197 4 for 
its collection of historic structures that date from the 1750s to the end of the nineteenth century. 50 

The district encompasses 65 structures on 316 acres along Camden-Wyoming Avenue and Main 
Street. Here, the historic townscapes offer a variety of small structures that provide visual 
interest. The segment ends at the intersection with Railroad Avenue, where a right turn brings the 
traveler onto Route 15 and the next segment of the route. 

Optional Camden and Dover Loop 

Camden and Dover were very significant in the story of the Underground Railroad albeit 
for different reasons. For the traveler who wishes to see these sites, there is an optional loop that 
begins when Route 10 enters the town of Camden and meets Camden-Wyoming Avenue. To 
continue on the main route to the end of this segment one turns left and picks up in the section on 
Segment 2. To follow the Camden-Dover Loop one turns right. 

As an abolitionist center with an active Quaker community and surrounded by a cluster of 
free black communities, the Camden area was an important station on the Underground Railroad 
where freedom seekers could rest, make connections to continue their journey and get new 
clothes and shoes for the next leg. 

As the state capital, Dover was the seat of the legislature and legal challenges to slavery 
and of the courts where Delaware as a slave state tried and convicted Freedom Seekers and 
those who assisted them. 

From the intersection of Route 10 and Camden-Wyoming Avenue, go straight ahead 
down Rodney Avenue, and there, flanked by Fred Fifer Middle School, stands the Zion A.M.E. 
Church, a small white church with a steeple among tall trees which marks the location of the 
historic Free African American neighborhood that was active in the Underground Railroad. This 
church was built In 1889 for a congregation that was established 1845 in the same vicinity. 51 The 
adjoining cemetery includes the burial place of Abraham Gibbs, who served with the United 
States Colored Troops during the Civil War. Gibbs was the son of Abel Gibbs, who later changed 
his name to Abraham, a man named by Harriet Tubman as one of her helpers on the 
Underground Railroad. 52 The church helps to preserve the history of the African Americans in 
Camden who worked against slavery. 

50 National Register of Historic Places, "Delaware, New Castle County," available from 
http://www.cr.nps.gov/nr/DE/Kent/state.html. Internet. 
51 Frank R. Zebley, The Churches of Delaware (Wilmington, DE: Privately printed, 1947), 226. 
52 Larson and Bodo, 85-86. 
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To continue on the loop, the traveler should turn right, following Route 10 along Camden 
Wyoming Avenue. This road passes through the Camden townscape, with its many historic 
structures. The buildings, made up of many colors, shapes, and sizes, provide a variety of 
interesting views. 

Very quickly on the right is the Camden Friends Meeting House built in 1804. 
53 

This 
Meeting House is important as the regional hub of Quaker worship and because it served local 
Quakers who were very active in the Underground Railroad. One of the Quakers who attended 
meetings here was John Hunn, who was buried in the adjacent graveyard in 1894. As Camden
Wyoming Avenue passes through the middle of town the traveler will see the large red brick 
Whatcoat Methodist Episcopal Church, built by the bricklayer Abel Gibbs (later Abraham). 
Members of Gibbs' family worked on the Underground Railroad and oral tradition proposes that 
freedom seekers may have hidden underneath the church while on their dangerous journeys 
north. 

(Here the traveler might want to stop and follow this route description on the map since 
in the next part of the route new development is mixed with the historic sites.) The route makes a 
left on Main Street. To see the sites, you will drive two blocks, past a high school, to a park, and 

then turn around and go back to Camden 
Wyoming Avenue. The route passes two 
more Underground Railroad sites which are 
the free black community of Brinkley Hill, 
and an historic African-American cemetery 
containing Brinkley Hill residents and 
Brecknock Park, the site of an 18th century 
mill seat. 

The VFW Post 3238 serves as a 
landmark of the traveler's arrival in Brinkley 
Hill. During the nineteenth century, Brinkley 
Hill was a free black community, with at 
least fifteen families living in the area by 
1830. Today, the homes and landscape of 

Brecknock Park, Old Camden Road, Alternate Route Brinkley Hill as a community is gone. The 
13, Camden, Kent County area was named for the Brinkley family, 

which included William and Nathaniel 
Brinkley, two men who were active participants in Underground Railroad activities.

54 
The route 

also passes Demby Cemetery an historic African American cemetery that belonged to the 
Colored Peoples Methodist Episcopal church demolished for the widening of Route 13 in the 
1950s. The cemetery contains the remains of some of the descendents of the Civil War 
inhabitants of Brinkley Hill. Brecknock Park (seen at the end of the road) was the estate of 
Thomas Howell, a wealthy miller whose house and mill ruins are located within this Kent County 
park. Although gone physically, Brinkley Hil!'s location in the shadow of the estate nearby gives a 
sense of the social landscape of race in the nineteenth century. 

Although the traveler may be tempted to get on Route 13, one is best advised to turn 
around at Brecknock Park and backtrack to Route 10 and turn left. The route crosses Route 13 
becoming West Lebanon Road, which becomes East Lebanon Road on the far side of the 
intersection. The landscape along these roads is a rather unsightly urban sprawl of subdivisions 
and strip malls. On East Lebanon Road, after crossing a major intersection with South State 
Street, the route passes Great Geneva, which was one of the two Hunn family homes in the area. 

53 Zebley, 223. 
54 Larson and Bodo, 84-85. 
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Name: Free Black settlement west of Camden 

Segment: 1 

Site Type: Cultural Context 

. . .. \ 

,l. '/.1.fn/.."'c-.. ,• • ..: , , 

Although there were many ways to enter and travel through Delaware, certain locations 
played central roles in the Underground Railroad. Those in Wilmington recognized the importance 
of their southern counterparts; the Blue Hen's Chicken, a newspaper sympathetic to the abolition 
cause, reported in 1849 they "have reason to believe that the above are not all the slaves who 
have made their escape through our city [Wilmington] recently. The abolitionists are extremely 
active, and we have every reason to believe that the Underground Railroad extends a 
considerable distance down the State and that branches have even entered Maryland."94 One 
important reason Camden was such an influential Underground Railroad stop were the numerous 
free black communities, including Star Hill to the east, Brinkley Hill to the north, and the area to 
the west of Camden. As increasing numbers of African Americans were manumitted, numerous 
small, free black communities sprung up all over Delaware. These communities were crucial parts 
of the Underground Railroad. Unlike Maryland, where in 1860 only 49 percent of the African 
American population was free, roughly 92% of Delaware's African Americans were free. 95 

Because of this, individual communities, such as this one to the west of Camden. were able to aid 
freedom seekers in journeying further north. _ ~------

.o, 

\ 1, 

r 

\ 

I 

J 
-..,/ ' 

94 "Running Away from Happiness". Art!cle reprinted in The North Star, (Rochester, New York) 
November 23, 1849 and transcribed in the Accessible Archives database. 
95 Essah, 38-39. 
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Name: Zion AME Church 

Segment: 1 

Site Type: Cultural Context 

Although the records of church attendance do not survive, Zion AME Church was the 
only independent African Methodist Episcopal Church inJpe Camde,n area when ffirtiW!'cfj'ff184§. 
Toe chmctristnought to be connected-tottiedescendants of Absalom Gibbs, the patriarch of a 
large family and a mason who accumulated a substantial estate by his death in ca. 1840. His son, 
~bel Gibb~. also~ ma~ by trade,vqia_Q_gec!Jlis n?lm~ jq Abraham s_qon aft~r th~ G)v~_J"iar 
ended. It is this Abraham G1bbs that Harriet Tubman referred to in her interview with 11,1/iJbur 
Siebert in.T897, where ·she· recalled· him as one of her h elpers in· Camden. His son Abraham was 
a musician and a private in the 41 st Regiment of the United States Colored Infantry, organized at 
Camp William Penn in September, 1864. This regiment was present at Lee's Surrender at 
Appomattox Courthouse on April 9, 1865. Private Gibbs is buried in the cemetery adjoining the 
Zion AME Church. 
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As it became obvious that enlisting black troops was a boon to the Union war effort, and 
that the Union's overwhelming advantages in every means of war production would eventually 
crush the Southern war effort, the Confederate government began debating whether or not to 
form black regiments of its own. Many African Americans were already serving the army as 
laborers and body servants, but the Confederacy was hesitant to take the next step. After the twin 
defeats of Gettysburg and Vicksburg in the summer of 1863, letters began pouring in to President 
Jefferson Davis begging him to arm slaves. By February 1865, even General Robert E. Lee lent 
his public support to the idea, and on March 13, 1865, the Confederate Congress passed a bill 
that would allow for the arming of African Americans. The measure came too late to save the 
Confederacy, and Lee surrendered at Appomattox less than a month later. 

The issue of arming African Americans in Delaware mirrored the national debate on the 
subject. Republican Governor William Cannon failed in his early attempts to call for black 
enlistment, but a need to fill the state's enlistment quotas eventually won the day in favor of black 
troops. In all, 954 Delaware black men fought for the Union cause. Today, there are traces of this 
chapter in Delaware's history along the Underground Railroad route, appearing most prominently 
in the cemeteries of the Zion AME Church in Camden and of Polktown, the free black community 
that grew up on the outskirts of Delaware City. Here, veterans of the United States Colored 
Troops have been laid to rest. Although this history is not directly related to the Underground 
Railroad, it is valuable as a reminder of the measures taken by Delaware's African Americans to 
win freedom and respect during the Civil War. 

Sources 
Essah, Patience. A House Divided: Slavery and Emancipation in Delaware 1638-1865. 
Charlottesville: University Press of Virginia, 1996. 
Jenkins, William L. Climbing Up to Glory: A Short History of African Americans dun"ng the Civil 
War and Reconstruction. Wilmington, DE: Scholarly Resources, Inc., 2002. 

Profile: African American Settlements and Churches 

Delaware was a unique state in regards to the lives of African Americans during the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries because of the internal struggle between the reality of 
slavery and idea of manumission. By 1787 manumission regulations began to be passed in 
Delaware. However, it is proposed that free African American settlements existed since the 
1730's. As slaves began to be manumitted, additional regulations limited their 'freedom' in the 
sense that additional laws were passed to limit the movement of free African Americans in order 
to maintain a labor force for agriculture in the state. Furthermore, as African Americans were 
struggling to achieve freedom, they were also re-defining their role within the traditional Euro
American churches. Religion played an important role in the lives of enslaved people and was 
perceived by slaves as a way to return to their native lands after death. Due to the sect's 
tolerance of African Americans, they tended to join the Methodist church. Also, the expressive 
worship style of the Methodist church most closely resembled that which was practiced in 
traditional African religions. According to the 1868 Beers Atlas, 16 African American churches 
existed at this time; however. many of the churches are nameless. 

Little is known about the free African American settlements in Delaware. In general the 
settlements tended to be located near plantations or along rivers or streams. The specific dates of 
establishment or population within the settlements are largely unknown. As of 1849, the location 
of African American churches tended to be an indicator of African American settlements but the 
settlements were not necessarily indicators of African American churches. 

Thirty--one rural and urban communities existed within the corridor south of the 
Chesapeake and Delaware canal along the proposed Harriet Tubman Underground Railroad 
Byway. Few specifics are known about these communities other than that they existed. A rural 
free African American community is defined as "a district or a more or less definitely 
circumscribed place containing African American members that is located remotely from the 
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