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Historic marker recognizes 'center of community life' 
Citizens' Hose Company of Smyrna honored for more than a century of service 
By Jennifer Sprague 
Staff writer 

Celebrating a history that dates back more than 
120 years, a state historic marker was recently 
unveiled at the Citizens' Hose Company firehouse on 
West Commerce Street in Smyrna. 

Founded by 27 members of Smyrna's fire brigade 
in January 1896, the Citizens' Hose Company was 
originally located at what is now the Smyrna Opera 
House, at the corner of Main and South streets. In 
1925, the company moved to its current building, 
which has undergone two major additions as well as 
other renovations . 

During its long history, the Citizens' Hose 
Company has welcomed hundreds of members, 
responded to thousands of alarms, marched in more 
than a few parades, and seen countless changes. One 
of the many of the noteworthy events in the history of 
the Citizens' Hose Company was a manpower short
age during World War II, which resulted.;fu accepting 
boys 16 years of age and older as probational mem
ben,. 

The Delaware Staj:e_ His_torigt,1._ ¥a,rkers Program, 
established in 1931 , recognizes institutions like the 
Citizens' Hose Company, commemorating the history 
and heritage of Delaware and its residents. 

"We've placed a number of historical markers at 
school buildings and churches," said Russ McCabe, 
director of the Delaware Public Archives , which over
sees the program. "What we've tried to do is really rec
ognize history within our communities and institu
tions that have shaped our lives. A perfect example is, 
of course, the Citizens' Hose Company, which has pro
vided a valuable service. But it's more than that. Fire 
companies in Delaware are more than just emergency 
responders. They are centers of community life." 

Funded by the General Assembly through the state 
budget, the Delaware State Historical Markers 
Program places an average of 25 to 30 historic mark
ers each year, about one every other week. 

"They're all requested by groups, organizations and 

(Continued on page 30) 

State Senator and Smyrna firefighter Bruce Ennis (right) speaks at the unveiling of the Citizens' Hose Company's 
new historic marker, with State Representative and Citizens' Hose Company member Bill Carson, and Citizens' Hose 
Company Historian Michael L. Keen (left). As a legislator, Ennis submitted the request for the marker to the General 
d ssembly. (Photos courtesy of Citizens' Hose Company) 
I 

In 1925, Citizens' Hose Company moved to its current location on West Commerce Street. The building looked like 
this until 1948, when it was expanded for the first time. 

In 1986, special life membership is presented to James 
C. Truax by Citizens' Hose Company President Bruce C. 
Ennis, David Truax, and Bill Carson, nephew. 



Page 30 Sun-Times, Wednesday, March 5, 2008 www.scsuntimes.com 

State historic marker dedicated at Citizens.' Hose Coinpany 
(Continued from page 1) 

sometimes individuals through the General Assembly," 
McCabe said. "It comes at the request of citizens and 
taxpayers as opposed to us. We let the citizens decide 
what's important." 

In this case, State Senator Bruce Ennis, who is also 
a Smyrna firefighter, requested the marker during his 
time as a State Representative. He also requested mark
ers for the Clayton and Leipsic fire companies , which 
should be receiving their plaques in the coming 
months. 

Other fire companies with historic plaques include 
Cheswold, Milton, Georgetown, New Castle, and 
Seaford. 

, Other historic markers in Smyrna 
The plaque at the Citizens' Hose Company of 

Smyrna joins more than a dozen others in Smyrna 
including those recognizing the Smyrna Opera House 
and Old Town Hall on South Main Street; the Bar
racks, South Main Street; Clearfielci Farm, Smyrna 
Landing Road; The David C. Harrison American Le
gion Ambulance Service, Glenwood Avenue; the site 
of Old Asbury Methodist Church, Delaware Street; 
the site of Taylor's Bridge School, Route 9; the 
Thomas D. Clayton School, Monrovia Avenue ; and 
several more. For information on these markers, visit 
http://archives.delaware.gov/markers/ . 

(Continued on page 31) 

Text of historic marker 
Citizens' Hose Company No. 1, Inc. 

The history of Citizens' Hose· Company No. 1, Inc. 
began on January 6, 1886, when thirty residents of 
Smyrna voted to "go into permanent organization" to 
serve the firefighting needs of the community. Their 
charter was approved by the Delaware Legislature on 
January 19, 1886. The Smyrna Opera House was ex
panded to accommodate the Company in 1887. On 
February 24, 1921, delegates from Citizens' Hose 
joined with representatives of eight other fire compa
nies to establish the Delaware Volunteer Firemen's 
Association . In 1924 the members purchased this 
site, then known as the McDowell property. The first 
membership meeting in the new building was held on 
November 9, 1925. The original fire bell from the Main 
Street location was moved to the new firehouse and 
continues to be used during memorial services to 
honor deceased members. Along with their dedication 
to responding to the emergency needs of the com
munity, the members of the Citizens' Hose Company 
No. 1 are noted for displaying their discipline and 
meticulous care for their equipment through partici
pation in parades and other events. The Firemen's 
Band was organized in 1947, and the Ladies Auxiliary 
was formally established in 1950. 

n·• 

The membership and Band of the Citizens' Hose Company in 1948, left to right: Clarence Tigner, John Melvin, Phil 
Denney, Bill Marsh, William Doughten, Sr., Linden Doughten, Jr., Homer Shorts, E. Temple Heinhold, Ed Williams, 
Harry P. Shapley, John H. Long, Elwood Hackett, Babe Collins, Morgan Parry, Howell Barnes, Marvin Knox, Frank 
Morris, Jr., Lester Burris, Smithers Snow, Jr., Herman Tucker, Richard Ennis, George Dickerson, Earl Bailey, Garland 
Collins, Leon Collins, Harry Pusey, Victor Brown, Jr., Earl Ford, Wilson Faries, Robert Faries, Sam Best, Harold Huf-

. schmidt, David Todd, Ervin Cox, Russell Biggs, Fred Slaughter, Horace David, William Hartnett, Wilson Maberry, 
William Mabrey, Vernon Ford, James Rogers, James Truax, Charle Busker, Harper Jones, Frank Thornton, Linden 
Doughten, Sr., Stout Sickling, Edward Tucker, E. Reynolds Bradley, Henry Dukes, Paige Tumey, A. Rodney Schuman. 
(Photo courtesy of Citizens' Hose Company) 

In November 1963, Fire Chief E. Reynolds Bradley demonstrates how to move an additional section of hose by rolling 
rather than dragging the section. Firem~n standing at left are Ronald Hoffecker, Thomas Kennedy, N. Ralph Tieman, 
and Gordon R. Miller. (Photo courtesy of Citizens! Hose Company) 
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State marker honors history, tradition of Smyrn,a Fire Company 
(Continued from page 30) 

How to apply for a marker 
Anyone interested in applying for a marker from the 

Delaware State Historical Markers Program should call 
Moira Conlan at 744-5035. The process, from request 
to installation, takes one to three years, McCabe said. 
The funding for the marker will then be requested from 
the General Assembly through a legislator. 

"I think people need to recognize that Delaware is a 
state that's absolutely rich history and heritage," Mc
Cabe said. "The beauty of our Historical Markers Pro
gram is it's a very public way to recognize our history 
and educate people." 

Highlights from timeline 

of the Citizens' Hose 
Company of Smyrna 

(as compiled by the History 

Committee of the Citizens' Hose Company) 

Jan. 6, 1886 - Citizens' Hose Company is estab
lished as a permanent organization 

Jan. 18, 1886 - First administrative officers are ap
pointed 

July 4, 1887 - Company participates in its first pa
rade 

1904 - Having used a man-drawn hose tender and 
ladder cart, the company purchases a horse-drawn 
cart 

1922 - Company purchases its first motorized truck 
Nov. 9, 1925 --,-First official meeting is held in the 

building still housing the company on West Commerce 
Street 

1954 - Firehouse is expanded 
1960 - First Governor's Cup victory in state parade 
1969 - Current room is added and the old side of 

the firehouse is converted into current social hall 
1982 - For the first and only time, Citizens' Hose 

Company loses a fireman in the line of duty. H. 
Thomas Tucker dies after falling from an engine while 
responding to an alarm. 

1986 -Citizens' Hose Company celebrates 100 
years of service to the people of Smyrna 

Model t(?y and train 

show in Hartly 
The Hartly Volunteer 

Fire Company will hold its 
annual model train and 
toy show and sale from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Satur
day, March 15 at the
Hartly Fire Hall.

The event will feature 

lectibles. 
Tickets will be $3 and 

$2 for spouses. Kids under 
12 accompanied by an 
adult are admitted for free. 

Breakfast and lunch 
will be served by the Fire 
Company Auxiliary. Door 

First Assistant Chief James Mood instructs a fire school class on the Emerson breathing apparatus. Firemen from 
left to right are Edgar Cox, Jay Lasage, Glenn Matthews, Butch Robinson, Ken Newburg, John Joseph, and Gary 
Harvath. (Photo courtesy of Citizens' Hose Company) 

A State of Delaware historic marker was recently unveiled and will soon be installed at the Citizens' Hose Company 
firehouse on West Commerce Street in Smyrna, honoring the long history of the company, established in 1896. (Photo 
by Jennifer Sprague) 
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J''l1Il8 24, 1946 

• The special meeting ot thfi Citbens• B>se Co. was called to order by President 
Bickllng. Tbe President anmunced that due to the i'act that tbs •cow:rt.r;r Fair" 
would be in session on the regular aeeting night, th9.t the meeting wuuld enter
te.in 8.I\V reular business that m.ight co■e before the CoapaJV. 

Roll Calls Jinrard Edgar, Lea J'aries, Bob Faries, R~sell Big~s, John Jacobs, 
Temple HeiJX>ld, Julian Staats, Wells Faries, Dave Todd, Clifford Jones, James 
Truax, Russell Fo:nell, J'SJ1ea Warren, Go.r1and Collins, Bill ~bre,-, Willlam 
Matthews, lroodrow Marvel, George Dickerson, netchor Truax, liu'per Jones, Sall 
Best, Chicle Barnes, Loon Collins, John lilon1.e, B>arce David, Wilson Faries, 
Joe Passnters, Allen lfoffitt, G1 Farios, Irving Cox, Somv Wright, Stout 
:Sickling, Be,yn,lde Brad.le,-, 

Lex Faries, having returned fro■ the Service was given a welcome by' President 
Bickling. 

A. portion ot the ■inutes ot tbe last ■eating having been read, a motion was 
made by' Clifford Jones acd secomed by Russell Foxwell that so much be consie
er~ the reading ot the minutes. lilotion carried. 

A portion of the minutes of tbe last aeeting ot the Board of Directors having 
been read, a 110tion was 118de by Teaple B'e.1!1014 and seconded by RW1sell Foxwell 
that so ■uch be considered the reading ot the ■inutes. Motion carried. 

A. co11111unication n.s presented trom the Delaware State Assoc. asking ua to 
Dillie tbe delegates to the state Convention to be held in lfilford in Sept. 
Motion made by' Clifford Jones am seconded by' Chicle Barnes that the co111111unice.tion 
be aedepted al1ll that the President naae the delegates by the next regular 
■eeting. Motion carried. 

Harper Jones r-,ported on the Jtent Co. Assoc. meeting held in Cheswold in June. 

Secretary ann:)\1Dfld tbat the Co. received a 125 prize at the Rewport parade for 

1. B·7 

the COll!pa?IY going the longest distance. Also that the Co. bad accepted iavitations 
fro• the Gree:aaboro J'ire Co. to parade on J~ 9th am at Chesapeake City on 
J'uly 10th. 

John Jacobs gave a report !or the finance coamittee and laid the plans for the 
Fair which opens on Jul7 let. • 

Wells Farlee gave a report on the fireworks which will be tisplayed on the evening 
or J~ 4th. Be also ,ave a talk on the idea of organizing a bam in the town 
to ba sponsored by' the Citizens• !i,se Co. .I. 110tion was made by' Clifford Jones 
am secomed by' Russell Foxwall that there be acommittee or .3 appointed to find 
out if a be.in could be organized, that llr. Faries be made chairman of the 
committee am _be allowed to pick the other two to assist him. Motion carried. 

The applications ot John D. Taylor, J'r., Barry Sylvester am William B. Owens 
were presented tor ■embership in the Collp8!!1. 

Motion was made by' Te■pla Hei!IOld and seconded by Cbiclt Barnes that the applications 
be accepted and balloted on. lfotion carried. 

President Bicltling appointed the tollorlng election board- J'mge, Chick Barnes, 
Tellers- Garland Collins and Qi Faries. 



I 

I 

June 24, 1946 

• The specie1 meeting ot thei Citizens• 8:>se Co. was cal.led to order by President 
Bic1cllng. '?be President ann:>unced that due to the i'act that tbs •coUJitry Fair" 
would be in session on tbe regular aeeting night, thst the meeting would enter
te.in aiu reular business that might coae before the COIII)Sl\Y• 

Roll Cal.ls Boward Edgar, Lea Faries, Bob Faries, RU3sell Biggs, .Tohn Jacobs, 
'?e11ple Hei~ld, Julian Staats, Wells Faries, Dave Todd, Clli'i'ord .Tones, James 
Truax, Russell Fomll, J811Sa Warren, Go.rland Collins, Bill Kaybrq, William 
!iattbews, Woodrow llarvel, George Dickerson, Fletcher Truax, fiu-per Jones, S81l 
Be&t, Chick Barnes, Loon Collins, John Korrie, 8:>arce Darld, Wilson Faries, 
Joe Pusnters, Allen Moffitt, G1 Farios, Irving Cox, Som:v Wright, Stout 
l3ickllng, JleTmlds Bradley, 

Lex Faries, having ·returned froa the Service was given a welcome ey President 
Bic1cllng~ 

A portion ot the ainutea ot the last aeeting having been read, a motion was 
made ey Clifford Jones am secomed by Ruasall Foxwell that so much be consi41-
ere<i the reading ot the minutes. Jlotion carried. 

J. portion of: tbe mimites or the last aeeting or the Board or Directors haviDg 
been read, a 110tion was aade by Teaple Bei~ld am secomed by Ruasell Foxwell 
that so auch be consideri,d the reading or the Jdnutes. Motion carried. 

A co.11111um.cat1on was presented trom the Delaware State Assoc. asking ws to 
D1111e the de1egates to the state Convention to be held in Kilford in Sept. 
Motion made by Cllff'ord Jones am secomed by Chicle Barnes that tbe comunication 
be acdepted el1d tb!lt the President Mlle the delegates by the next regular 
aeeting. Motion carried. 

Harper J'o:nea rllported on the J:ent Co. Assoc. meeting held in Che81'0ld in June. 

Secretar,y a~uned that the Co. received a t2S prize at the liewport parade i'or 

1.B7 

the coapaiur going tbe longest diat.ance. Also that the Co. bad accepted invitations 
from tba Gree~boro Fire Co. to parade on J'ul7 9th and at Cbel!lapeeke Ci t;y on 
J'ul;y l.Otb. 

John Jacobs gave a report tor the finance co.mittee am l.aid the plans for the 
Fair which opens on Jul7 1st. • 

Wells Faries gave a repor-t on tba f'ireworka which will be displayed on the evening 
or J~ 4th. Be e1so l&Te a talk on tbe idea or organizing a bani in the town 
to be sponsored by the Citizens• li>se Co. .I. motion was made ey Clifford Jonea 
and secomed ey RUBaell Foxnll that there be acoJllllittee or 3 appointed to tin! 
out U a band could be organized, that Kr. Faries be made cha.1rman of the 
colllllittee am _be al.lowed to piclc the other two to assist him. llotion carried. 

The applications ot John D. '?aylor, Jr., lilrr;y S;ylvester am William B. Owens· 
were presented for ■embersbip in tba Compmv. 

lfotion was made ey Teaple Heinold aJd secomed by Chicle Barnes that the applications 
be accepted am bal.loted. on. Jlotion carried. 

President Bicltling appointed the tollom.ng election board- Ju:lge, Chick Barnea, 
Te1lers- Ge.rlam Collins am G1 Faries. 
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July 29, 1946 

The Special MeetiD.6 ot the 01tizena 1 Hose Co. "'8.s called to order by President 
!iclcling. The President announced that t.he meeting had been called to te.k:e 
place of the regular August meetin,: due to the fact that the an.nu.al carnival. 

1.3H 

would open too .near the date o! the regular meeting, and that any reCU,lar businm s 
woulci. be e.ntertained at this meeting. 

loll Ce.11: ll!ll Mabrey, Jaclc Ga.ris, Harold Hutschmidt, Leroy Wade, l3ob l'aries, 
• James Edmo:i.dson, J'rancia 0111eill, Jr., Robert Jacobs, 1A.at \'heyland, Jemes Truax, 

Russelll lli6gs, Gey Edmondson, Jr., G•q Edmondson, Sr., Wells Jaries, Hoarce David, 
Jolm Morrie, Howard E~ar, George Dickerson, Woodrow Marvel, Su :Best, Irving Cox, 
Russell Foxwell, Chick llarnea, Jack Taylor, Stout llickling, Fletcher Truax, 
John Jncobs, Temple Heinold, Reynolds llradley, Ba~er Jones, James Warren, Charles 
Hufschmidt, Garland Collins, Ja:nes Turner, 'Willard Rutter s.nd. Homer Short. 

Wells hries reported for the bruid co=ittee. He urged everyone to supuort the 
band and asked that all pers~ns interested in band work, ~'hether or not they 
VBre able top~ a.n instrument to start coming to b8Jlci. practice and learn to 
play some instrument. 

The minutes of the last meeting vere preeented. Motion ma.de by Bill Mabrey a.nd 
seconded by Chick l!arnes that the cinutes be a;;rproved as read. MOion carried. 

'l'he following co:nmunications were presented: 
From the American LaFrance Corp. st~ting t~.at they expected to ship the nev pumper 
during the latter part of S~tember. 
From the State Auditor ennlosing the dont-.tion of $1000.' for the year. 

Motion made b7 John Jacobs and seconded by Russell Foxwall that the communications 
be acc?pted and filed. Motion carried. 

Harper Jones reported on the Xent Co. Assoc. meeti~~.held in Hartley in July. 

John Jacobs reoorted for the finance committee. The re»orted stated that the 
amount of $11,000 had been readhed, and hopes are that a lot more cen be added 
at the coning carnival. Mr. Jacobs announced :nlans for the carnival which 

will open· on August 7th. 

Secretary presented the following applications, ~ry Auma.ck, Willard P. Wade, 
Eeverly Gaulke, and.Philip Close. 

Motion ma.de.by Chick llarnes and seconded by Harold Hufschmidt that the applic~tions 
be accepted and balloted on. Motion carried. 

President Eickling appointed the following election board: John Jacobs as Judge -
Jeck Walker and Jack Garia as Tellers. 

The vote having been taken and the applicants having rec~ived the required nUl!lber 
of votes, Presid~nt Eickling ieclared them members of the Compa.~y. 

President llickling discharged the election board with thanks. 

nutn SecretlU'y nn.nounced that $15 was recdved by attending the Elkton pnrade, 
being the colllt)MY r,olng the longeot distance. Announcement was made that we 
would attend the parade in »etterton on Wedneed,,;cy' night July 31st. 



Citizens' Hose Company No. 1, Inc. 

On January 6, 1886, thirty residents of Smyrna met and voted "to go into 

permanent organization". They decided to be known by the name of Citizens' Hose 

Company No. 1, Inc. The company was chartered on January 19, 1886 by the State 

Legislature in Dover. 

On February 24, 1921 the Citizens' Hose Company No. 1, Inc. became a Charter 

Member of the Delaware Volunteer Firemen's Association. 

The first home of the company was located in the former Town Hall located on 

South Main Street. In 1924 the members purchased the McDowell property on West 

Commerce Street. On November 9, 1925 the membership held its first meeting in the 

present day firehouse. The fire bell that was moved to its present location from the old 

Town Hall is still used today during Memorial Services to pay tribute to deceased 

members. On August 20, 1954 an addition was completed on the east side which 

included a kitchen, lounge and engine room. The current engine room on the west side of 

the station was completed in 1970. An addition was added in1986 to the rear of the 

original building, a classroom, office and storage. 

The Citizens' Hose Company No. 1, Inc. has the only Fireman's Band in the State 

and one of only a few remaining in the country. The Company and Band members have 

marched in numerous parades both in Delaware and the neighboring States. In 2000 the 

members traveled to Ireland to participate in the Saint Patrick's Day parade. This is the 

most decorated Fire Company in the State. 

The Citizens' Hose Company No. 1, Inc. on May 8, 1950 organized the Ladie~ 

Auxiliary. Over the years the Auxiliary has supported the company by holding bake 

sales, dinners and other fund raising events. 
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:· ·varch 6, 1950 

• The regular Dieeting of The•Citi~·ena 1 ·Hose Co~ wias cailed. ·to order by President 
John w. Jacobs, Jr. · • , : • • • 

'.Ihe meeting was _opened with prayer of'i"ered by the Rsv. o. c. Jones. 
Roll Calla • 

Harry Pusey Cane David 
Bob Faries • Fletcher • Truax 
Stout Bickl:ing Irving Cox 
Harr.; Shortt James Ferd 
Earl Ford Ralph G. Faries, 
Willard Rutter Rsv. o. c. Jones 
Guy F.dnondson, Jr. Howell Barnes 

, ' • HarpE!t' Jones Sam Best . • 
George &d.th Henry Dukes 
Benjamin Seward . John nikes 
Wilson Faries. John Jacobs 
Alden Robinson Reynolds Bradley 
Glenn Matthews James Truax 
CaJ.vin Foxwell · John Bames 
Leland Slaughter Marvin Knox 
Lex Faries . ..ll.t'red Tilghman 

The minutes of the last reguJ,.ar meeting were···read and aP.pr"ovf!!i. 
Secretary reported receipt of the • credent.ial list for the Del-Mar""'Va Convmtior.. 

to be held at Oiincoteague, Va. on May 10th • 

. Fire Recorder, Heney Dukes, gave· the l~e .Report, for the month of February. 
l!ation made by Willard Rutter ani seconded. by Stout Bickling that the Repcrt be 
accept~ and filed. I.lotion carried. . . • • 

James Truax reported ' on the Kent Courity 1.ssociation meeting held at Camden in 
Februar.y. 14r. Truax repcrlied ttat Presl.de;ilt Harper Jones l.ead a discussion 
atta~ing the distribution of posters in the State, -which advocated the legalizing 
at .lx>g Racing for the benefit of Volunteer Fire Canpanies, this being done 1'i thout 
the authorization of the state Association. l!r. ·Truax further stated that f'Ner'Y 
member of the Citizens• Hose C<>'•· shou.ld get behini Haipa- Jones and make every 
possible .contact to help get. the. nanination for the second Vice President of the 
State Associat1. on. • . • 

;James Truax reported a baJ.anc e of $462. 79 for the Finance Cannrl, ttee. li1r.., 
Truax stated that a lis't ?D.uld be p3:&ced on the bulletln lx>a,rd; naming ·P ers_ons to 
assist at the Town Hall Dances.· If tnese persons are unable to help on date 
specified, they are to h'ave saneone report ibr them. · 

Willard ,Rutter present¢ the following resolution. (This resQl't~t.ion attac}?-eq) 
.ut~r a lengthy discussion, Pres1dent Jacol:>s re<pest.ed the privilege of' the : 

noor, and · Vice President· F.arl Ford tobk t,he Chair. Mr. Jaoobs stated 'that he 
• believed the question on the Resol"ution was v~y important and that it should be 

gi vm cons:'\,~~e • ~h91W}t. A mgtion ..911.41/>i. !a:a Jacobs and seconded by Willard 
Rutter that.. tll'e rlax<m;fif~,•iliJi~~t~cn:o tifdte representatives of other Fire 
Qompanies that had Ladies .lwdliaries t.o the next; regular meeting so that these 
representatives could . inform the manbership as to th~ -.>rk and connection ·Ladies 
Awdliaries have with the Fire Canpanies. Motion carried. ' 

The ai:plication of l!r. • A. o. ·Biers ns presented for mmberahip. 
Motion made by Howell Barnes and seconded by stout Bickling that the application 

be aooepted and balloted on. Motion carried. • . . 
President Jaoobs appointed Jack Dukes a Judge, HOll'ell Barnes and Harry Sliortt 

as te1lers for the election. _ . ' 
The ballot laving been taken, and the applicant having received. the necessar.y 

• majority of the votes, Preal.dent . Jacobs declared Mr. Biel'B elected to· mailberah:Lp• 
.There being no further business, a motion was made by Willard ~tter and 

·- · -
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Bl!LIEVING the Citizma1 Hose Co. to be an outstaming organtzation of 

the Town ot Smyrna, and a credit to our oamnmit7, and 

llHERFAS, 1hia organization has sponsored J118D7 events in this community

and have had to r~ on tm assistance of atmr groupa, and 

Wll!RSS, our maey present actirltiee could be aided and sponsored by 

reliable assistance b7 a group working in our behal:f', am 

WHERD.S, a majority of the Volunteer Fire Canpanies of the state of 

Delaware have already aclmowl.edged a Ladies Awd.liary, and 

V4:IERElS, these many Ladies Auxlliries have tumed over thaisands of 

dollars to the Volunteers for nar eqrlpnent., and 

WHERPAS, these many Ladies J.n:x1J1aries have always aided Volunteer Firanen 

with carnivals, banquets, and public .tunctions, ·and 

WHJ!RFAS, the Cit:lz ens I Hose Co. 110uld like to endcrse the aid which has 

al.ready been given by 1he ladies or this canmun:1.t;r -

THERWOR"E, BE IT Rl!SOLVZD, that the Citizens' Hose Co. go on record 

favoring the organi11atl.on ot a Ladies J.ux:l.liar7 of 'J2leCi tizens I Hose Co. #l, 

Inc. of Smyrna, Delaware. 
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James Tr\l.RX reported a balar.ce of $494.21 for the Fin.imc Committe0. 
r:ir. Truax rP.ported on tLe Kent County meetin{, held at I.:ilford or. March 15th. 

He stated that a discussion was held on the recent motion made by the State Executive 
Committee that estilllates be made after each fire as to the a'!lount of property saved. 
The next rr.eeting to be held at (.;heswold on Aoril 19th. 

Lex Faries reported for the 19.50 Carr.ival Co!111lll.ttee, which col!ll!littee includAs 
James Truax, and Robert Jacobs, that a 4th of Jul}· Jubilee would be held June 29th to 
July 4th inclusive. This to be in addition to the regular carnival to be held August 
23rd to Septemb~r 4th incl 11siire. !:Ir. 1'aries stated that an automobile would be ~iven 
awa:,' at each affair. 

President Jacobs announced th:it he had appointed the follov.d.ng Delegates and 
Alternates to the Del-IJar-va (.;onvent:i.on: Delegates: James Truax, Chairman, Horace 
David, Stot:t Bickling, Hov,ell Earnes, Alden Robinson. Alt~rnates: Wilson Faries, 
Harold JJufscbmidt, William liabrey, Hor.ier Shorts, Reynolds Bradley. 

Howell Barnes stated that he had prepared tlm lists of persons who were willing 
to donate blood i .n an emergency. One list was left at the Town Office and the 
other left with _the SecretarJ of the Company. Listed also are the types of blood 
each donor has. It vtas pointed out b;r l:r. BarnP.s that 2Ily member of the Company 
trat had not bP.en listed to date might get in touch with the Secretary. ---- ) 

Re.ferring to unf:i.nish ed. bt~8iness of the prev'i.ous meeting, President Jacobs stated i 
that the Secretary had been instructed to invite reprnsentatives of other Fire Com- , 
panie:::: trat had LadiP.s Aux:i.liaries to eJ<plain the work that Ladies A•lXiliaries did. 
President Jacobs introduced Chief GP.orge Cahall of Cheswold and President Walter 
Handst-erry of Leipsic who told of the work that the Auxiliaries had done for their 
respective companies, and the connection bet•neen the Auxiliary and their company. 

The resolution offered at the i:revious Meeting endorsi11.g the organization of a 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Citizens I iiose Company was read. L:otion made by Willard Rutter 
and seconded b~, Vernon F'ord that the resolution be adopted. Following a lengthy 
discussion a motion was o:.'fered b;, Clifford Jones and seconded by !-Iarold Hufschmidt 
that a secret callot by roll call be taken on the adoption of the resolution. J.iotion 
c,:irried. 

President Jacobs appointed Harry Pusey as Judge, Henry Dukes and ~has. Jones 11.s 
Tellers, t.o conduct the poll. The votes having been cast by roll call the r':lsult 
was YES (in fairor of the resolution) 22 votes - NO (against the resolutjon) 13 votes - , 
1 not Yo tine:. .- - _____ J 

'.i:he resolution having rece5.ved a majority of the votes favorably, was dedared 
adopted. 

The Board conductj YJG the poll was discharged y;j_th thanks. 
L;oLion made by i:onell Barnes and seconded by Clifford Jones t.lk-it a rising vote 

of thanks be giv,rn l,:r. C-3hnJ 1 c!.nd 1.:r. ''andsberry in appreciation for their time in 
coming to the mectine:. l,iotion carried. 

'l'here bei~~ no fbrther busine::is, a motion via.; made by Clifford Jones and secon.dcd 
b;r Yii]).ard hi,tter that- the mee+,ing adjourn. :.:otion carr5.ed. 

-:Crie meeting adjourned at 9:35 P.1:. 

E. Reynolds Bradle3•, Spcretary 
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At right Is a cl905 view of McClement's ltaUanate 
residence. Built cl860, It was considered Smyrna's 
most ornate private dwelllng. All of the original 
hardware Is reputed to ·have been sterling sliver." 
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shall be in service when vehicle is standing or running. 
4. Every motor vehicle shall be provided with a horn or 

bell when in use and sl1all be sounded a.t the approach 
of every curve or crossing to insru:e the safety of the 
other users of the street. 

5. Fines - not less than $5 or more than $25 or not more 
than 10 days in jail. 

At a special meeting of the town commissioners on J a11u
ary llth., l 913, a new Chief of .Police was elected one Lee 
Cochran of Middletown, Delaware, at a salary of $60 a month. 
This was the beginning of the first organized police force in 
Smyrna. lt consisted of a full-time Chief of Police and numer
ous part-time policemen, including the former chief. B. W. 
Turner was kept 011 as policeman and town hauler at his same 
salary of $85 a month. Also, about this time, two water 
closets were installed in the two cells of the jail. Thus, Smyrna 
now ha.d an organized police force, an up-to-date jail according 
to the standards of that time, a town judicial system with Mr. 
E. Crow as the town alderman at $25 a month pay; and a set 
of ordinances for rules and regulations for the general welfa1e 
of the citizens of the Town of Smyrna. As a side~light, in 
1913, tl1rough the efforts of the Century Club, the com
missioners adopted as the official colors for the Town of 
Smyrna, dark red and dark blue. 

Sometime in May, 1922, Josuha Lewis, a retired steam
boat cap ta.in replaced Lee Cochran as Chief of Police. Captain 
Lewis remained in that capacity until retiring in 1938, when 
John W. Jacobs, Jr., who had been with the police department 
since 1930; first as a part-time policeman then as full-time 
under Captain Lewis, was appointed Chief of Police. He held 
the job until 1961 when he retired due to reasons of health, 
after having given many years of faithful service to the Town 
of Smyrna. Eden Jones, a retired state policeman, was appoint
ed to replace John Jacobs. He remained on the job only a short 
lhne, quiting to take another type of job. William Short, the 
!he present Chief of Police, was appointed in Jones' place. 

The present day police consists of one chief, 6 full-time 
Ratrolmcn, and one part-time patrolman, 2 radio equipped 
~olice cars, walkie-talkies and a base station. Jail facilities are 
ipproximatcly the same as they were at the turn of the cen
tury. The patrol coverage is 24 hours a day 7 days a week, 
~eked up by a very close relatiorulup with the state police. 

Citizen' Hose No. 1, Inc. 

line of people would be forced to pass buckets of water to the 
fire from private resident pumps and wells. ln the same 60's 
the fire fighting was under the jurisdiction of the Town °Com
missioners. The method of £ice fighting was streamlined by the 
Town's purchase of two band engines, one the "Smyrna" and 
the other the "Friendship". These engines would force the 
water, still supplied by the bucket brigade, onto the roofs of 
two story houses. During the year 1885 Smyrna built a Munici
pal Water Works including the "Standpipe" erecte,d at the inter
sections of West Commerce High and Clayton Road, water 
mains and Hre hydrants. 

On January 6, 1886 thirty interested citizens of the Town 
of Smyrna met. A motion wa:; made at that fust meeting to 
"go into permanent organization known by the name of the 
Citizens Hose Company, No. 1 of Smyrna, Delaware". Samuel 
Taylor was elected President and B.V. Weldon was elected 
Chief. Funds were raised by a public subscription at that time 
amounting.to $961 &om residents. Members decided to collect 
weekly dues of $.02 per member in order to operate. A Com
pany ch:ii;ter, approved by the State Legislature at Dover 
Janu.ary 19, 1887, and signed by John E. Collins, Speaker of 
the House, incorporated the organization as a volt!nteer fire 
company. 

Citizens' Hose Co., Inc. arou11d the turn of the Century - Town 
Hall Bu.ilding 

Nineteen years later, they discovered that their charter had 
lapsed a11d promptly took steps to reincorporate under a new 
law. The Company was so reincorporated on April 15, 1916. 
011 November 17 of the same year the first motorized equip
ment, an American LaFrance six-cylinder pumper with about 
3500 feet of hose and a Dodge Chemical .Engine was purchasi;,d. 

Prom the beginning of the settlement of Duck Creek Cross Th'is action marked a great stride of achievement in equipping 
load until the early 1860's fire fighting and fire protection the Company with adequate mobile protection apparatus. 
'Is completely a neighbor to neighbor job. IJ, 1886 the Company was housed in a portion of the 

When, the alarm "Fire" was sounded men and women Town Hall located on South Main Street. ln 1924, however 
~ulcl seek to ascertaiJ1 the location of the fue. After they had the McDowell property on West Commerce Street was pur
'Hlc so then those volunteers would try in th eir way to put chased and a ,Building Committee composed of John C. Man
I the conflagration, s.we lives or protect other property. nering, G.R. Stevenson and Stanley Morris lau11ched a build-

~ 'th ere was no organization other than tl1e pontaneous help ing campaign to erect a modern brick firehouse on ch_e pur
.fered by each citizen. In many cases the helping citizen had chased site. On November 9, 1925 the Citizenk' Hose Com-
1Ptovide l1is own equipment. pany held its f1rst meeting at its present site. 
, In the early 1860's tl1e Town of Smyrna made use of the On July 12, 1948 a Dodge chassis mounted with a 800 
~ itive "Bucket Brigade" system of fire fighting in which a gallon tank wagon was added to the equipment of the Com-
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pany. Two days later, Smyrna suffered its greatest fire loss. 
1'he Wilson Cabinet Company disaster of July 14, saw a million 
dollar fire which raged out of control and threatened an entire 
section of the Town. On Christmas night of that same year, 
the partial destruction of the Town Hall took place marking 
that year with the highest fire loss in the Company's history. 

During 1949 property adjoining the fire hall was purchased 
for future expansion. The installation of radios on all the 
equipment and the purchase of a base radio station at the flte
house was accomplished in 1951. 

On February 17, 1953 a Building Committee, composed of 
James C. Truax, Wilso.n Faries and James Ford launched a 
building campaign to erect the present addition to the fire
house. When it was completed on August 20, 19 54 it housed 
seven pieces of apparatus, a kitchen and a lounge. On Novem
ber 13 of that same year a 1953 American LaFrance 1000 
gallon water tank was received and put into service. 

During the year of 1956, 1963 through 1967 adjoining 
property and equipment was purchased by the Citizens' Hose 
Company, No. 1, Inc. for expansion to meet the growing needs 
of the Community . 

Among the special equipment acquired by he Company 
between those years were the 1964 Dodge V-8 four wheel 
drive 3/4 Ton "Weed Wagon" used extensively for field, brush 
and woods alarms; a.5000 gallon tank wagon which could be 
fully loaded for u.se in rural alarms in less than five minutes, 
and a 17 ft. Keller Kraft Aluminum Rescue Boat pr.opelled by 
a 20 H.P. Johnson outboard engine for water rescue response. 

Constant need for mo.dern equipment and training which 
members of the organization undergo make progress of the 
Citizens' Hose Company self-evident. A new rescue unit and a 
1000 gallon capacity Pumper mounted on Ford chassis recent
ly have been plated into service. Our firemen appear on the 
rails of local, county and state-wide fue schools in or_der to 
keep abreast with the latest methods of fire control, fire fight
ing and rescue techniques. Today each of the 220 members of 
the Citizens' Hose Company No. 1, Inc. is proud to be a part 
of the organiza tion which has and which will continue to serve 
this Comm.unity with the best possible service in any 
emergency. 

Al\ l\rray of Modern Fire-Fighting Equipment in Front of Fire
house on West Commerce Street 
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The War for Independence 

Allen McLane 

Col. Allen McLane whose portrait hangs in the Hall of Records, 
Dover, Delaware 

Allen McL.rne - Lt., Captain, Major, Colonel, Romantic 
trooper, fearless fighter, daring scout. He was called the "On
known Hero of the Revolution" by Fred J. Cook in an article 
written for American Heritage in October, 1956. 

Allen McLane was born in Philadelphia, August 8, 1746 
but moved to Duck Creek Cross Roads in 1769. In 1770 he 
man-ied Rebecca Wells, a daughter of James Wells, for_mer high 
sheriff of Kent County . In. a enumeration taken of the men in 
Kent County in 1775, McLane was listed as a leather-breeces 
maker. 

In 1775 he was commissioned as lieutenant in Col.. Caesar 
Rodney's regiment of the Delaware Militia. 
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In July 1925, the Citizens' Hose Company No. 1 hosted the fifth annual convention of the Delaware 
Volunteer Firemen's Association. The hose company was a charter member in the association, 
which began in 1921. The cost of membership for the company was $5. The parades were meant 
to show the pride the firemen had in their trucks and their community commitment. (Courtesy 
of the Citizens' Hose Company No. 1, Inc.) 

In Smyrna, like other towns at the time, roadways were not uniform and were well worn with 
large ruts from carts, horses, and new automobiles. Precipitation on the streets was not a driver's 
friend, as roads would get washed out, muddy, and mostly impassable. This photograph was taken 
on New Street in Smyrna in 1929. 
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CITIZENS' HOSE 

The first settlement of Smyrna was not on the 
present site of the town, but was about a mile 
and a half to the north, along Duck Creek. Duck 
Creek Village was settled about 1700 and 
thought to be a good spot for shipping and 
receiving goods by water. The village had a tav
ern, a blacksmith shop, a Quaker Meeting 
House, some other small businesses, a church 
and two cemeteries. 

The only lhing left of th original village is 
"Th(! Lind as" a brick building reel cl by a 
mill er sometime before 1725, constru t cl along 
lhe lines of a dulch dwelling wilh gambrel .roof 
nnd dormer windows. 

Th e: Town of Smyrna as we know it today 
~egan in 1768 when James Green sold off p r
gc>ns of h_is land at a crossroads south of Duck 

1 
reek. The name Smyrna was chos n for the set

I .emen1, according lo I aJ legend becaus of the 
ri ch grn inland • and other produce shipped from 
I hp · 

- 1•1vcr whar es. The formers felt their setllc-

men t would be as important to the Eastern 
Shore as its namesake was to the merchants of 
the eastern Mediterranean. During the next 200 
years the town became the third largest in Kent 
County. It was incorporated in 1817. 

The convenient transportation by water did 
make Smyrna the export center for grains and 
fruits of the prosperous countryside and resulted 
in the establishment of shipyards, carriage facto
ries, canneries, basket factories, a tannery, a pot
tery, two banks and a weekly newspaper. The 
Smyrna Times is the oldest independent news
paper in the state and has not missed an issue 
since its first one in 1854. Ken Smith has been its 
editor since 1946. 

In the early 1860's, the Town of Smyrna had a 
more or less unofficial fire brigade, loosely 
organized under the Town Commissioners. Up 
until the purchase of two hand engines, one 
named the "Smyrna" and the other the "Friend
ship," the method of firefighting was solely a 



bucket brigade. But with the hand-pumpers, the 
firefighters could at least force a stream of water 
onto the roofs of two-story houses, even 
though they would still need the bucket brigade 
to keep the hand pumpers filled with water. 

A Municipal Water Works system built during 
1885 included the "Standpipe" which was 
erected at the intersections of West Commerce, 
High and Clayton Road, as well as water mains 
and fireplugs. 

On January 6, 1886, thirty residents of Smyrna 
met and voted "to go into permanent organiza
tion known by the name of the Citizens' Hose 
Company, No. 1 of Smyrna, Delaware." Samuel 
Taylor was elected President, and Benton V. 
Weldon was elected Chief. 

Funds were raised by public subscription 
from residents at that time which amounted to 
$961.00. Members decided to collect weekly dues 
of two cents per member for operating funds. 

The company was chartered on January 19, 
1886 by the State Legislature in Dover and 
signed by John E. Collins, Speaker of the House. 

In 1886, the company was housed in a portion 
of the Town Hall located on South Main Street. 
In 1924, however, the McDowell property on 
WP.~t 1.nmmP.rr:P. Strr.et was ourchased and a 

Building Committee composed of John C. Man
nering, G. R. Stevenson and Stanley Morris 
launched a campaign to erect a modern brick 
firehouse on that site. On November 9, 1925, the 
Citizens' Hose Company held its first meeting in 
the present fir house. 

That same year the fire bell was moved to the 
new firehouse and is still used during Memorial 
Services to pay tribute to deceased firemen. The 
bell was purchased in 1887 and originally 
located in the Town Hall. 

The first motorized piece of equipment, an 
American Lafrance six cylinder pumper with 
3,500 feet of hose, and a Dodge Chemical Engine 
was delivered on November 13, 1916. This pur
chase marked a big step forward in efficiency 
for the firefighters. From 1916 through 1948 five 
additional pieces of apparatus were purchased 
which included a 1922 Dodge Chemical Truck, a 
1928 American Lafrance Pumper, a 1932 Ameri
can Lafrance Pumper, a 1946 American 
Lafrance Pumper, and a 1948 Dodge Pumper. 
The first drivers were Warner W. Price, Sr., Cle
ment Sapp, Wallace Elterich and Harry Turner. 

In 1944, the David property on the east side of 
the fireball was purchased for future expansion. 
ThP P-xi~tino firPhnnc;:P 1,v;:ic;: rPmnrlPlPrl th::it c;:::imP. 



year. Installation of radios on all equipment and 
purchase of a base station was accomplished in 
1951. One of the biggest sources of revenue dur
ing this period was received from annual carni
vals sponsored by the Citizens' Hose Company. 

The arrival of the new 1948 Dodge firetruck 
mounted with an 800 gallon tank wagon couldn't 
save Smyrna from a large fire loss. The Wilson 
Cabinet Company disaster of July 14, 1948 was a 
million dollar fire which raged out of control 
and threatened an entire section of the town. On 
a freezing icy Christmas night of that same year, 
the $100 000 partial destruction of the Town Hall 
including the old Opera House, one of the most 
popular entertainment halls in central Delaware 
took place marking that year with the highest 
fire loss in the company's history. 

On February 17, 1953, a Building Committee 
composed of James C. Truax, Wilson Faries, and 
James Ford proposed an addition on the east 
side of the firehouse. When it was completed on 
August 20, 1954, it contained seven pieces of 
equipment, a kitchen and a lounge. On Novem
ber 13 of the same year, a 1953 American 
Lafrance pumper with a 750 gallon tank was 
received and put into service. The Westfall 
property was purchased in 1956, the Turner 

property in 1963, and the Presbyterian Manse 
property in 1966. Four additional pieces of 
equipment were purchased during that same 
period: a 1958 American Lafrance Pumper; a 
1958 Ford Panel Rescue Truck; a 1964 Dodge 4-
Wheel Drive Bush Truck; in 1966 a 1958 Mack 
Tractor and 5000 gallon tanker; 1968 Ford-Hahn 
Motors Rescue Truck and a Ford-Hahn Motors 
Pumper. 

Citiz ns H se fir 'men and lhose from ight 
nciohboring c mpanics foughl the January 16, 
1 64 fir " whi ch burned lhe 150 year old three
story building containing fourteen apartments 
and the Wootten Clothing Store on West Com
merce Street. The loss was about $100,000. 

There is only one volunteer firemen's band in 
the State of Delaware, which is from the Citi
zens' Hose Company. Forty-five members of the 
band rehearse~t the Delaware Home and Hospi
tal regularly and have been together since 1948. 
Directed by A Rodney Daniels, the musicians 
have won many prizes at parades and conven
tions throughout the Delmarva peninsula as well 
as in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. 

The other thing that is one of its kind in the 
state among volunteer firemen is a brass pole. 
Still in use, the pole is part of the original equip-
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ment of the presen l firehouse. 
They were also the first volunteer fire depart

ment in the Stal e of Delaware with statewide 
fire communications network on May 10, 1953. 

There are no paid dispatchers at the Citizens' 
Hose Company, but there is a part-time custo
dian. 

The Archives Room in the firehouse is well 
organized. Minute books dating from the organi
zation of the company in 1886 up to the present 
are in chronological order and complele. Among 
the interesting fire relics in th room include 
antique trumpets, one inscribed 'To the We ,ca
coe Steam Fire Engine Co. No. 8 oJ Wilminglon, 
Delaware by the Volunteer Firemen of Philadel
phia on November 30, 1893"; trophies, plaques, 
the original building fire bell, lanterns, leather 
buckets, pikes, badges, the bell from the 1886 
hose carriage, and many photographs. There is 
also a film made in 1932 by J. Wells Faries of the 
Citizens' Hose firemen conducting a mock 
alarm. 

The two people most responsible for historical 
photographs and preservation of early records 
of the company was E. Reynolds Bradley and 
Willard Y. Rutter. 

There was a grandfather-grandson combina
tion of fire chiefs. Harvey W. Faries was Chief 
from 1917 to 1919 and his grandson Robert T. 
Faries was Chief for several years in the late 
1950's. 

A summary of the minutes from 1886 up to 
1956 was the most interesting reading of all and 
a few entries are included below. 

The volunteer firemen of Smyrna held their 
first parade on the 4th of July, 1887 and Lizzie 
Faries made the first parade banner which cost 
$10.65. 

The Smyrna firemen were invited to Middle
town for the dedication of their new firehouse 
on February 12, 1889 and arrangements were 
made with the Pennsylvania Railroad for special 
rates of 25¢ round trip for all those who 
attended. 

On May 30, 1904, an agreement was made with 
Ben Turner who hauled coal to the town light 
plant to use his team of horses to pull the fire 
equipment. The following May, the White Rose 
Minstrels were presented in the Opera House on 
Thanksgiving Night as a fund raiser. 

The first out-of-•town fire occurred at the 
home of Edgar Spruance and after it was extin
guished the firemen decided to call on him for a 

and Union Streets. High winds carried sparks 
and burning embers to the homes of Buttery, Jef
ferson, Frank Goottee, Dr. Robert Watts, George 
D. Wright, Ben Collins, Enic Moor, Frank Wat
son, Edith Collins, St. Peter's Episcopal Church, 
Mrs. Cyrus Snder's stable and Horace Mustard's 
tannery. 

On January 2, 1922 the firemen were called to 
Belmont Hall and found the 2nd and 3rd floors 
burning. The fire was extinguished by water 
pumped from Lake Como with the hose laid 
through Odd Fellows Cemetery. 

The Middletown New Opera House and Post 
Office burned on April 5, 1922, and Dover, New
ark, Wilmington, Clayton and Smyrna 
responded. 

A tragic accident called the Smyrna firemen 
on January 4, 1925 when Mrs. Spencer Buckson 
threw kerosene in the kitchen stove to hurry the 
wood stove for supper. The stove exploded, the 
house burned to the ground, and Mrs. Buckson 
was killed. 

Another housewife died in a tragic accident 
when Mrs. William Stanley poured gas from a 
can into a stove on November 4, 1935. It 
exploded, setting her clothing on fire. She was 
taken to Kent General Hospital where she died 
the following morning. 

The firemen were called to a rubbish fire at 
the Masonic Colored Lodge on East Street on 
July 4, 1944. The Colored Drum and Bugle Corps 
was on hand and in the spirit of cooperation 
played "There Will Be a Hot Time in the Old 
Town Tonight" while the firemen put the fire 
out. 

The minutes are full of other entries and well 
worth reading. 

Planning for the present building began in 
1969. The Committee in charge was composed of 
James C. Truax as Chairman, James A. Mood, C. 
Albert O'Neal, Jr., Gerald J. Mood, and J. 
Fletcher Truax. After considerable study on the 
project, the committee requested the approval of 
the membership to construct an addition to the 
firehouse on the west side. Approval was given 
and the Moffitt property located southwest of 
the firehouse was purchased. George Fletcher 
Bennett, noted Delaware architect, was engaged 
for the project. 

The present membership of the Citizens' Hose 
Company numbers 230 with 68 life members and 
6 honorary members. Six members have over 50 
years of service. The men operate and maintain 
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HISTORY (1924-1993) 
Seeking a way to serve the community, the eighteen 

members of David C. Harrison Post No. 14 supported the idea 
of J. Dewey Quillen that the Legion provide an ambulance 
service. The year was 1924 and William E. Matthews, Jr. was then 
the Commander. After a successful fund-raising campaign, an 
order was placed with an Ohio manufacturer of funeral cars. The 
ambulance, a 1924 Meteor, was delivered November 10, 1924 
and dedicated November 11, 1924, thus becoming the first 
American Legion Ambulance in the nation and the first Volunteer 
Community Ambulance in the world. 

The Meteor made its first run on Novembe,. 15, 1924. The 
ambulance served the area from Summit Bridge to Milford. A 
second ambulance, a Lincoln Sedan Classic, was purchased in 
1926. After being in service for two years and five months, 283 
calls were answered, with 310 patients, and 28,243 miles were 
traveled. The longest trip was from Clayton to New York City, 323 
miles. Average cost of service per call was $19.25; average 
contribution, $2.20; and average cost per mile, $.21. 

Other ambulances that have been placed in service include 
a 1935 Studebaker President Straight 8, a 1949 Ford, and, since 
1958, four Cadillac units. During the ?O's, the larger Box-type 
units replaced the Cadillacs. Of the four units purchased, three 
units are still in service. 

The present membership of Station 64 (Smyrna Legion) now 
totals 36, plus 7 auxiliary members. State law requires each 
member to have successfully completed a 45-hour course in 
Basic Life Support at the State Fire School. Members may further 
their knowledge by taking additional courses. Ambulance 64 was 
the first volunteer service in the state qualified to use the 
defibrillator and the Military Anti-Shock Trousers (MAST). 

The American Legion Post No. 14 is proud to serve the 
communities of Smyrna and Clayton and surrounding areas. 

St> -

AMERICAN LEGION AMBULANCE STATION 

1924 LEGION MEMBERS 
William E. Matthews, Jr., Commander 

Joseph C. Goldsborough J. Stout Sickling 
Grant Garis Ralph G. Faries 
Edward Vogel H. N. Vogel 
A. A. Wick F. Earl Keith 
J. Dewey Quillen Creadick Ennis 
M. Leslie Hirons Lee Deakyne 
Davis H. Bell C. W. Schantz 
Clark M. Knotts Bernard Morgan 

Earl Grant 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
The Citizens' Hose Company No. 1, Inc. of Smyrna, 

Delaware, which was organized January 6, 1886, serves as the 
Smyrna Fire Department and provides 24-hour fire and rescue 
service within the Smyrna fire district. The fire and rescue 
equipment is dispatched through a centrally located Kent County 
Enhanced 9-1-1 Communications Center. 

Ambulance service is provided by the .Smyrna American 
Legion Ambulance Service of the David C. Harrison Post #14, 

Smyrna, Delaware which was organized November, 1924, the 
first volunteer community ambulance service in the nation. 
Ambulance service is provided 24 hours a day and dispatching 
is through the same centrally located Enhanced 9-1-1 Center. 

SMYRNA FIRE DEPARTMENT 

PROFILE OF SMYRNA 
SCHOOL DISTRICT 

There are six school buildings in the Smyrna School District: 
Smyrna Kindergarten Center (PreK - K), Clayton Elementary (1-4), 
North Smyrna Elementary (1-4), Smyrna Elementary (1 -4), 
Smyrna Middle (5-7) and Smyrna High School (8-12) with a 
combined approximate enrollment of 2,919. The district employs 
a staff of 275, including over 186 dedicated professional faculty 
members. 

Smyrna has been very successful in academics, the arts and 
athletics. In 1989 the district was recognized atthe International 
Competition for Odyssey of the Mind. League championships 
have been won in athletics. All students have educational 
opportunities that are varied, with an extensive range of 
curriculum-related experiences. The programs encompass 
developmental early childhood through college preparatory. 
Academically motivated students may enroll in Honors and 
Advanced Placement courses. Special programs provide for 
children who have exceptional learning styles or who have 
special needs. There are also private schools nearby. 

Smyrna School District is dedicated to setting high 
expectations for all students. The Board of Education, 
administration, faculty and the community work cooperatively to 
provide a comprehensive educational program. 

Higher education is available with a wide variety of 
curriculums at: 

Delaware State University, Dover 
Delaware Technical and Community College, Dover 

and Wilmington 
Goldey Beacom College, Wilmington 
University of Delaware, Newark 
Widener University, Wilmington 
Wilmington College, Wilmington 
Wesley College, Dover 

SMYRNA HIGH SCHOOL 
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HOUSING CEREMONY 

Ford=Hahn Motors Rescue Truck 
Ford=Hahn Motors Pu1nper 

Serving as 

Smyrna Fire Company 

1:00P.M. 

June 22,1968 



OFFICERS 

CITIZENS' HOSE COMPANY NO. 1, INC. 

President ................................. ........................ ... Howell H. Barnes 
Vice-President .. .... ..... ................................ .. Leon A. Collins, Sr. 
Secretary ............ .............................................. James P. McCann 
Treasurer ........... .................................. .. ....... Harry M. Thompson 
Chief ............. .. .................................. ............... .... James ·A. Mood 
1st Ass't. Chief ........... ............ ...................... : .... Gerald J. Mood 
2nd Ass't. Chief ... ........ ............ .......... .. ..... .......... Bruce C. Ennis 
Fire Recorder ............................................ ...... D6nald V. Ebright 
Fire Inspector ................... .. ....... .... ........... ....... Gordon R. Miller 
Historian ..... ... ......................... .................... ......... .. Bruce C. Ennis 
Captain .... ..... ... ...... ... ... ..... ..... ........ ........ ...... .. ..... Gary F. Harvath 
Lieutenant ............................. .... ... ....... .... ...... ..... Gordon R. Miller 
Engineer ... ... .. ..... ..... ... .... ...... .. .... .... .......... ... Eugene .V. Robinson 
Chaplains ... .... ......... ..... .. .. ........... ..... ... ..... Rev. Edwin J. Horney 

Father Francis J. Ti~mey 
Rev. Donald.I-I. Feick 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

Edward A. Hohman, Jr. 
Eugene V. Robinson 
Preston A. Turcotte 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Howell H. Barnes 
Henry S. Bush 
Garland Collins 
Leon A. Collins, Sr. 
Gary F. Harvath 
Ronald Hobbs 

John Wayne Joseph 
Marvin Knox, Sr. 
Gerald J. Mood 
James A. Mood 
Harry M. Thompson 



• FIRE APPARATUS PURCHASED 

By the 

CITIZENS' HOSE COMPANY 

1916 - American LaFrance Pumper .... ............. .... ........ $ 6,500 

1922 - Dodge Chemical Truck ..... ........ .... .......... ...... .... 3,850 
1928 - American LaFrancf: Pumper ... .... ..................... 10,996 

1932 - American LaFrance Pumper .... ...................... .. 
1946 - American LaFrance Pumper ........................ ... . 

1948 - Dodge Pumper .................... ......... ... ............ .... . 
1953 - American LaFrance Pumper ........................... . 

1958 - American LaFrance Pumper ........ .. ........ ... .... ... . 
1958 - Ford Panel Rescue Truck .... ............................ . 
1964 - Dodge 4-Wheel Drive Isrush Truck .................. . 
1966 - 1958 Mack Tractor & 5000 Gal. Tanker ........ . . 

1968 - Ford-Hahn Motors Rescue Truck .................... . 
1968 - Ford-Hahn Motors Pumper .... ....... .. ... .. ........... . 

6,000 
7,448 
9,307 

18,902 

22,623 
3,198 
5,600 
2,001 

24,700 

29,626 



HOUSING OF EQUIPMENT 

June 22, 1968 

Ford-Hahn Motors Rescue Truck 

Ford-Hahn Motors Pumper 



PROGRAM 

Master of Ceremonies 
ELBERT C. GOLDER, Sr., President 

Cheswold Volunteer Fire Co. 

Introduction ........ ..................................... Rev. Edwin J. Horney 
Chaplain, Citizens' Hose Company No. 1, Inc. 

Welcome ......... ................................... Howell H. Barnes, President 
Citizens' Hose Company No. 1, Inc. 

Greetings 

Housing Address ......... ... ............. Honorable Sherman W. Tribbett 
Lt. Governor of the State of Delaware 

Housing of Equipment ........ .. E. Reynolds Bradley, Past President 
D.V.F.A. & Special Life Member Citizens' Hose Co. 

Ford-Hahn Motors Rescue Truck 

Clayton Fire Company No. 1, Inc. 

Cheswold Volunteer Fire Co. 

Hartly Volunteer Fire Company 

Robbins Hose Company, Dover 

Ford-Hahn Motors Pumper 
Leipsic Volunteer Fire Company 

Little Creek Volunteer Fire Company 

Middletown Volunteer Hose Company 

Townsend Volunteer Fire Company 

Odessa Volunteer Fire Company 

Acceptance of Equipment ... ....... ........ .. ..... James A. Mood, Chief 
Citizens' Hose Company No. 1, Inc. 

Benediction .......... ..... .. ............................ Rev. Francis J . Tierney 
Chaplain , Citizens' Hose Company No. 1, Inc. 

Open House 



FIRE COMPANY 

From the beginning of the settlement of Duck Creek Cross 
Roads until the early 1860's fire fighting and fire protection 
was completely a neighbor to neighbor job. 

When the alarm "Fire" was sounded, men and women would 
seek to ascertain the location of th .fire. After they had done so, 
then these volunteers would try in thefr way to put out the confla
gration save lives or protect other property. 

There was no organization other than the spontaneous help 
offered by each citizen. In many cases the helping citizens had to 
provide his own equipment. 

In the early 1860's the Town of Smyrna made use of the 
primitive "Bucket Brigade' system of fire fighting in which a line 
of people would be forced to pass buckets of water to the location 
of the fire :from private resident pumps and wefls. In the same 60's 
the fire fighting was under the jurisdiction of the Town Com
missioners. The method of fire fighting was streamlined by the 
Town's purchase of two hand engines, one the "Smyrna" and the 
other the "Friendship". These engines would force the water, still 
supplied by the bucket brigade, on to the roofs of two story 
houses. During the year 1885, Smyrna built the Municipal Water 
Works including the ••standpipe" erected at the int rs ctions of 
West Commerce, High and Clayton Road, water mains, and 
fireplugs. 

On January 6, 1886 thirty interested citizens of the Town of 
Smyrna met. A motion was made at that first meeting to ego into 
permanent organization known by the name of the Citizens' Hose 
Company,No.1 of Smyrna, Delaware". Samuel Taylor was elected 
Presid nt and B. V. Weldon was elected Chief. Funds wereraised 
by a public subscription at that time amounting to $961.00 from 



residents. Members decided to collect weekly dues of $.02 per 
member in order to operate. A Company charter, approved by the 
State Legislature at Dover January 19, 1887, and signed by John 
E. Collins, Speaker of 'the House, incorporated the organization 
as a volunteer fire company. 

Nineteen years later, they discovered that their charter had 
lapsed and promptly took steps to reincorporate under a new law. 
The Company was so reincorporated on April 15, 1916. On Nov
ember 17 of the same year the first motorized equipment, an 
American LaFrance six-cylinder pumper with about 3500 feet of 
hose and a Dodge Chemical Engine was purchased. This action 
marked a great stride of achievement in equipping the Company 
with adequate mobile protection apparatus. 

B. Franklin Morris, Jr. joined the Citizens Hose Company on 
November 5, 1912 and is the oldest living member of the 
organization. 

John D. Morris, Brother of B. Franklin Morris, Jr. joined 
membership on December 1, 1914 and is the second oldest living 
member of the Citizens Hose Company. Between the years of 
1920 and 1944, John served as Fire Chief for 19 years which 
became an achievement unequalled in the existence of the Citizens' 
Hose Company. 

The year 1917 brought complete fire records written in long
hand. 



In 1886 the Company was housed in a portion of the Town 
Hall located on South Main Street. In · 1924, however, the 
McDowell property on West Commerce Street was purchased and 
a Building Committee composed of John C: 1Mannering, G. R. 
Stevenson and Stanley Morris launched a building campaign to 
erect a modern brick firehouse on the purchased site. On Novem
ber 9, 1925 the Citizens' Hose Company held its first meeting at 
its present site. 

That same year the fire bell which was purchased in 1887 
[ which hung in the Town Hall] was moved to the present building . 

.r 

On July 12, 1948 a Dodge chassis mounted with a 800 gallon 
tank wagon was added to the equipment of the company. Two 
days later, Smyrna suffered its greatest fire loss. The Wilson 
Cabinet Company disaster of July 14, saw a million dollar fire 
which raged out of control and\hreatened an entire section of the 
town. On Christmas night of that same year, the partial destruction 
of the Town Hall took place marking that year with the highest 
fire loss in the Company history . 



During 1949 property adjoining the firehall was purchased for 
future expansion and the fire house was remodeled. The installation 
of radios on all the equipment and the purchase of a base radio 
station at the firehouse was accomplished in 1951. -

1928 American LaFrance Pumper - 1948 Dodge Pumper - 1946 American 
LaFrance Pumper - 1932 American LaFrance Pumper 

On February 17, 1953 a Building Committee, composed of 
James C. Truax, Wilson Faries, and James Ford launched a building 
campaign to erect the present addition to the firehouse. When it 
was completed on August 20, 1954 it housed seven pieces of 
apparatus, a kitchen and a lounge. On November 13 of tnat same 
year a 1953 American LaFrance 1000 gallon pumper with a 750 
gallon water tank was received and put into service. 



Willard Y. Rutter and E: Reynolds Bradley of the membership 
are recognized for their work in the interest of amabilia for photo
graphing scenes and for preserving of early records of the Company 
for posterity. 

During the years of 1956, and 1963 adjoining property and 
equipment was purchased by the Citizens' Hose Company, No. 1, 
Inc. for expansion to :meet the growing needs of the Community. 

Apparatus of the Citizens' Hose Company and equipment from 
eight neighboring fire companies was placed into service on late 
evening hours of January 16, 1964 during a conflagration at a 
160 year old three-story building which contained fourteen 
apartments and the Wootten Clothing Store located on West 
Commerce Street resulting in a loss of approximately $100,000. 



Among the special equipment acquired by the Company be
tween those years were the 1964 Dodge V-8 four wheel drive 3/4 
Ton "Weed Wagon" used e~tensively for field, brush, and woods 
alarms; a 5,000 gallon tank wagon which could be fully loaded for 
use in rural alarms in less than five minutes, and a 17 foot Keller 
Kraft Aluminum Rescue Boat propelled by a 20 H.P. Johnson 
outboard engine for water rescue. 

Constant need for modern equipment and training which 
members for the organization undergo, make progress of the 
Citizens' Hose Company self-evident. A new rescue unit and a 
1000 gallon capacity pumper mounted on Ford chassis recently 
have been placed in·to service. Our firemen appear bn the rolls of 
local, county and state-wide fire schools in order to keep abreast 
with the latest methods of fire control, fire fighting and rescue 
techniques. Today each of the 220 members is proud to be a part 
of the organizati"n which has and which will continue to serve this 
Community with the best possible service in any emergency. 
Through a suggestion by the Underwriters Association the Com
pany has been investigating the purchase of aerial equipment, but 
a decision has not been reached. Officials believe that the purchase 
of aerial equipment is inevitable. 

1958 Ford Rescue Truck -1958 American LaFrance Pumper - 1953 American 
LaFrance Pumper - 1946 American LaFrance Pumper - 1926 American 
LaFrance Pumper 



Among relics that are in the possession of the Smyma 
Company besides its many trophies and plaques, accessories from 
antiquated apparatus and original fire bell housed in the present 
firehouse are two volumes dating back to 1886 offering lists of 
officers of the company and a page for each member who had 
jofoed showing the date of membership, offices held, and number 
of fires to which he responded durfog membership. 

The volunteer company lists a grandfather-grandson combin
ation of fire chiefs. The late Harvey W. Faries, who was chief from 
1917-1919, and his grandson, Robert T. Faries, was fire chief 
for several years :in the late 1950's. The company currently has 
fourteen 40 year life members still living. They are B. Franklin 
Morris, Jr., V. Wallace Eltetich, John D. Morris, Harry P. Shapley, 
Earl W. Grant, J. Stout Bicltling, John W. Jacobs, Jr., Wilson 
Faries, William E. Matthews, Jr., John E. Wilson, Jr., D. Vernon 
Ford, Horace C. David, Wallace D. Elterich and Carl A. Bartlett. 
Honorary life members are J. Caleb Boggs, David P . . Buckson, 
Linden Boyer, James Hairgrove, Louis J. Amabili, and Rodney A. 
Daniels. A special life member is E. Reynolds Bradley, past fire 
chief of the Citizens' Hose Company and past president of the 
Delaware Volunteer Firemens' Association. 



Welcome to 

SMYRNA'S 

BICENTENNIAL CELEBRATION 

·'

200 Years of Progress= 1768 = 1968 

June 16 =22, 1968 

Compliments 
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