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Cape Charles, Va., September 25, 1947

Mr. W. B. Torbert, Secretary,
Felton Chamber of Comsroe,
Felton, Ibllm.

Dear Mr. Torbert:

On Tuesday last I was in Felton and called on
Mr. Eaton, Mr, Reed, Mr., Harrington of Harrington & Lynch and Mr,
B. Edmund Harrington in eomneotlon with the proposed change in the
hours that Felton Station will be open. I am sorry that I was unable -
to get in toueh with you. I stopped at the store and the girl there
told me that you had gone to your brother's farm south of Felton.
On my way back to Cape Charles I drove in.to your brother's place
but was unable to locate you.

I asked Mr, Eaton, who is president of the Com-
nissioners, to discuss with you the serviece we propoae to afford at
Felton. I am sorry that the rumor with regard to the complete slosing
of Felton Station became circulated through towm. It is not our in-
tention to enilrely close Felton Station. As pointed cut to Mr, Eaton
and others, because of the financial conditicn of the Railroad dus to
increased cost of materials and labor, it ia necessary for us to effect
economies wherever possible., In erfeeting theas economles it is our
desire to discommode our patrons as little as possible., In so far as
Falton is emecerned it 13 cur thought to reduce the hours the station
will be open from & hours per day to 3 hours per day for the period
October 1st to June 1lat. During the peried June lat through September,
when the grain season i= at iis peak and the canning industry is geoing,
wo will have a full time agent at Feltom. I bellieve, and those with
whom I talked join me in my views, that this change will not seriocualy
discommode our patrans at Felton. When explained to them they all
were sympathetic and very cooperative.

We have not as yet declded when this change will be
madeandInd.]lbegla.dto advise you when the change in hours will
becams effective,

-



I have asked our Supervising Agent, Mr. Budkley,
to call upon yom the naxt time he is at Felton and I want to do
1

ikewise on my mexkh trip to the north end of the divisiem,

Again, I am sorry that I was unahle to mest with
you. )
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Cape Charles, Va., June 17, 1942,

¥r. J. Louis Hopkins,
Secretary - Chamber of Commerce,
Felton, Delaware,

Dear Sir:

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter of
June 15th and your request to stop train No. 454 at Felton:

For some time past travel on this train has been
exceedingly hesvy and consists largely of military personnel en-
route to points requiring connections to the north, west amd south,
and it is of the utmost importance, under present conditions, that
these connections are made on schedule.

Under these conditions you can well appreciate the
bearing additional stops would have on our passenger schedules and
I regret to advise you that additional stops on any of our fast trains
cannot be considered at this time,

Very truly yours,
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FELTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

FELTON, DELAWARE
ﬂ/% 297 [ FH7



H. L. NAKCARROW,
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GEWERAL SUPT. MOTIVE POWEA
E. R. SHULTZ,
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A. W, HARAIS,
SUFT. FREIGHT TRANSPORTATION

J. W, LEONARD,

SUPT, PASICMGER TRANSPORWATIOR

J. €. STEWART,

S5UPT. 5TATIONS B TRAKEFERS

H. L STANTON,

SUPT, TELEGWAPH & NIGHALY

Mr. W. R. Torbert,

Seeretary, .
Pelten Chamber of Comnmerce,

.Felton, Delaware.
Dagr ¥r, Torbert:

Your letter of August 25, addressed te
Belzware Railroad Co., ceneerning alleged clesing of
Felten Statiem has been referred to this office fer
attention:

You may rest assured that this matter
will be thomughly investigated,

Thank you for calling the situatisn to our
attention.,

Tours very tmly,

S Sy






KENT COUNTY.

T. W. Pearsott,....uveaenn 187B=T
Joseph Bobinaom......,.e.... 1879=82
Jopathen B. Willls e 1879-82

Rev, Horace 4, Cleveland, 186566
Thomas J, Quigley..
David R, Thomus

J. M. Williams....... 1872-73 A.W. Milby...... . 1882-83
Robert W. Todd . .. 187875 Isanc Jowall.. ... 1883-86
E. ©. Whits.. werenenn 1875-76 | Vaughan 3. Oolline......... 1886-88
Henry Colelager.... ........ 1876-78

The Presbyterian Church isaframe building, thirty
by forty feet, and was organized November 15, 1860.
Rev. J. G. Hamner, of Milford, preached until 1863.
From January, 1864, to January, 1866,L. P. Bowan, &
licentiate of the Presbytery of Lewes, supplied the
pulpit. From the spring of 1868 to the spring of 1873
the Rev. 8. Murdock was the pastor in charge. Dnr-
ing the next two years there was only occasional
preaching. From December, 1875, Rev. 8. B. Bturges
was the stated supply until his death, June 20, 1877.
From Qctober, 1877, until October, 1879, the Rev, L. #:
T. Jobe was the minister in charge. Siace his
departore the church has heen without pastor or
stated supply. : o

Felton Lodge, No. 30, I. 0. 0. F, was instilnted
June 21, 1859, and in 1887 the lodge was in a very
flourishing condition. .-

Felion Lodge, No. 22, A, F. A, M, was legally or-
ganized in 1868. The Masons met in the Odd Fellows’
Hall until November, 1875, when they, in conjunction
with the Knights of Pythias, built a hall of their own.
The Masonic fraternity at Felton had many trials.
They were burnt out aud lost their furnitere and
regalia; and after their funds had been embezzled by
their treasurer, they became disheartened, aud sur-
rendered their charter to the Grand Lodge.

The Knights of Pythias also had a discouraging
existence.

For many years the people of Felton bad no other
achool facilities than those afforded by the old-
fashioned school-house, situated half 2 mile east of
town, on the site of the Purnell’s mesting-house lot,
and hence called “ Purzell’s School-house.” In 1887
Felton had one of the finest school-houses on Lhe
Peninsula, and her educational facilities are as good
@1 those of any town in the State.

A stock company was formed and a seminary was
tnstituted for the education of both sexes in the
languages, belles lettres and the higher mathematies.
It was placed nnder the management of Robert H.
Bkinner, and was successfully conducted by him.

The town of Felton wus incorporated before 1861,
The records of the town in many respects ure incom-
plete and unobtainable. The civil list is as follows:

Town Clerks.

Joseph H. Boob..... ~ 1862 | A, B. Counsr... ...ueeemrnn. 1878
A. J. Wright ..., " 1864 | 1. A. Moore... 187778
Juhn A, Moore..... .. 1855 | W, II. Burnite, rerens 1BRO
N.FP. Lu€......... aesmmeaseeens 1866 | A B. Copner.. 88182
P. L Boaowill.... vaeneen LBGB | G, C. Cliflon... s 1883
Benjamin C. Hopkina, .. 1860 | William T, Parvis..,,

M. M. 8tevenson,.. .- 1870 | C. L. Luff _......... 1884
Jukn A. Moors | . J8TI-13 | George Waldman ... 1886
A. B, (onner....... ... 1874 | A. D. Conner....... v 1887
Wilhur H. Burnite............... 1875

Treasurers.
John Simpasn.. ..o 1473
J. T, Taylor ..., e 1674
M. M. Biavenson.. cuvenieae 1878
John W. Qodwin....veveeenss 1878
P, L. Boowil M. M. Stevenson,. corens 1817
K. P. Luf..... Joghna B. Luf.... cvesens LATE
Philemon C. Carter... M. M. Stevenson.. ... 1880
Jacob W, Prettyinan Thomas H. Kelley... . 1881-B7
Asaessors,
Jobn Bimpgon.......ees ciewiens 1881 ] Jobm Green........... . 187880
Samuel Harrington, John W, Waldman., erreenn 1881
W, H. Calneceenncees 1866 | Jobn Green, e 1582
3 1 1. Roe, 1887 | L B. Lofl......oiee. .. 1883-86
David Needles........ veeeenree 1868-T4 | Joho M, Evans...... .. 1988
John Green. ... ... 1875-76 | Robert Hodgeon . 1887
J. W, Godwin.....cceciirnnenes 18TT
Collegtors.

M. Morris 8tevenson........ 186164

W. T. Cest..cuuniceinns

W. H. Caibueeremenes revrtreeneess 1885 | Thomas H. Kellay...
Aldermen.
Georza Moore.... 1861-79 . 1888

A J. Wright... mesrarane, LHEQ
Peter Creadick..... s ii.en 188186

8tephen 4. Simpkins...........
J Petar Creadick.....couuin oean. 1887

Commissioners,

Joho W, Carter... 1361

Willigm B, HorrIng..,.oee-e.r 1865
H. P Luff. i mveeaenenr 1868
David Foster.,

Apdrew P. Nileg
8. Harringtoo ..
J. W. Beynolda.........
Peter L, Boawill,
J. B. Auderson.,...
John 8billing.....
Benjamin A. Reeves.

Nathaniel P. Luff.. 1861
A J. Wright...commer. 0 1881
Er. Joseph Simpeoa.. 1861
A, J. Wright.... oo 1862
James B, Conner,. e 1862
Joseph Simpson, .. 1882
Johu 8l paon... 1862
Job 8. Butterworth. 1862
Juhn A. Moors, . 1861
A.J. Wright..... 1864
N. P. Lufl..... 16864
Jobn W. Reynolds... 184
Charles T. Wyait.. o 1864
Dir, Josaph Sinpaon.. 1865
Johu Duiley 1865
James B. Conner... .. 1885
Stephan W, Lewis, 1805
J, W, Heynolds......cce..uu.eeee. 1865

In 1869 the town was r

Bamuel Harringlon
P. L. Bonwill..
B. A, Beeves..
W. H. Cainveer
David Needles

J. T, TRFIOT . cararpm viscmsm

e-incorporated, and the act

appointed commissioners for the first year as follows:

.. 186G
1859

Jacob W. Prettyman......
Benjamin A. Reeves.

David Hiver ...omieems 1869
Benjamin C. Hopkine.. 1369
8. D. Rot..oviverenenn 1870

18T
1870
1370
1871
. 1870

. M. Stavensun
Joshua Morris...
Juhn A. Mogre
Jobu A. Moora,,
D1. M. Stevenson..
Ell Deborty....

J. A, Maore..... ...
Alvin B. Conuer.
N, I Lul. e
I C. Carter.
P. C. Carter.
Wilbur H. Burnite
Eli Dehorty....cone wees
Joho SImMpeon._....comrr i

February 21, 1883, the

J. A, Mo0re. e eeeee e 1878
Alfred O. Clifton..... . 1878
John M. Waldinan .. 1876
Alvio B, Conper..
Juhu W. Gudwino...

J. M, Waldmia. ...
Eli Dehnrty...
J. H. Hubbayd
Alfred O. Clifloo
W. H. Burnite.,......
P. C. Carter....
A. B, Conner..
R. W. Hargudine.....
Ell Dehorty..omme.-
Wasley MeDowell
W. H. Bornite.......
Dr R. VY. Hargadipe,
J. B. Lull
Eli Deharty..
A. D. Conner..
Calyb L LuT.
A. B. Cunner...
R W,
John T, Taylor,..

act of 1869 was amended,

by which the alderman was made ez offieiv a member












1lis offorts o reguin stulnlity brouwght dowa perzonal
abuse on his head, but he was successtul and in a fow
Years the railroad had become one of the best equipped
and most prof  bly run railioads in this country. Duiing
these most difficult years be refused the presideney of
bath the Baltimore & Ohio and the Philadeiphia &
Reading iailivady (the latter ul o salary luiges thanr that
given Lo any olther railroad official in the country) in
order to fulfill what he feit was his obligations to the
stockholders of the Philadelphia, Wilmington &
Baltimore.

wWith the outhreak of the Civil War in 1861, the
Philadelphia, Wilmmingion & Baltimore became of great
strategic impaortance. It was over this railroad that Lin-
caln made his entrance into Washington at the risk of his
life. Felton changed President Lincoln's advertised route
lo the rapital, arranging for his secret passage from
Harrisburg o Washingtoa the night before he was ex-
pectad, and therefare saved him from the Baltimore mob
which attacked the traio suppused tu be currying him.
The services he rendered in the transportation of Union
troops during the Civil War can scarcely be averlooked.
For his endeavars in getting Ceneral Butle'« traaps to
Annapolis and in preparing pluns for the cooperation of
all railroads centering in Philadelphia, the telegraph lines
and Adums Exprees Company, he received the official
thunks of the War Depurtment. Byl the stinging
eritecisms he received while pecfortning the almost super-
buman dutiss involved in the task were too much foar
him. He suffered a stroke of paralysis in 1864, {orcing
him Lo retire from active work A year later he had suf-
biciently recoverad ta agsuima the presidency of the Penn-
svivama Steel Compuny engaged in the manufacture of
steel rails Although he devoted much time to this project
iu the later yeurs of his life, he never gave up his railroad
nlerests Even during his illness be had retained the
presidency of the Delaware Railroad, a small road which

R T A . T w5 an

n ade

- of tha Houvsue Tunnel from
1662 to 1865 and was for some time managing directur of
the Lehigh Navigation Company.

Mr. Felton was married first fn 1836 to Eleanor Stet-
son who died in 1847 In 1850 he married Maria Low
Lippitt Hc died January 24, 1889.°

The Penusvlvanio Raibrewd huilt asteamboat in 1465
aned named i Samae]l M Fellon after one of their direc-
tors  his railvosd dominated the Wilmington-
Chiladelyliia line wath their fast steamboat. The Samuel
ML Felton, antil 1892 when competiton came from the
Wilsan Tine. T fortune struck the Felton in 1885 when u
Laborer Jeft oaplosive material near her botler and the
steamer Blew up at her pier. The Felton was Jater rebuilt
andd sold for cxewrsion service on the Chesapeske Bay,”

* Dictionary of American Biography, pp. 318.3%.
* Elliatt, Richard, Last of the Steamboats

OFFICERS

JF YHE

Deleware Bailvsad Hompany,

8. M. FELTON, Pruidmi, Philadviphin

ISAAC HINCELEY, Philadelphis.

A. C. GRAY, Now Casilc.

CRARLES WARNER, Wilmingwn.

JUSEPHE BRINGHURST, Wilmingion.

EDWARD BRINGHURST, Jn, Wilningloo

ISAAC JUMP, Dover

H. B FIDDEM AR, Millord.

MARLOYE HAYRES, Dover

ALEXANDER JORYWSOXR, Farmmnpion

Wi Ll AN H. HUSSE, Sesford i

ALBERT CUREY, Grecowood.

1. TUHPIR NOORE, Laural, :‘-
i

BECHETARY AND THEAEUNLR:
M., HAYIES, Dover,

-
T T S T e e “_L"_"_"M 2




























valley, Fennsylvania. ‘1'he station oI Uanterbury was a miie or S0 west oI the Town and 1S now
known as “Viola.” The town of Frederica was a good six or seven miles east of the station

which served it. The station was later renamed “Felton™ after Samuel M. Felton, president of
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the P. W. & B. who succeeded President Harrington of the Delaware Railroad upon his death in
1865. Milford Jct. was originally known as “Clarke’s Corner,” but was renamed in 1856 when it
was designated as the point from which a branch road to Milford would diverge. The name was
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3. CONDITION: good deteriorated
remarks: Tosasox Ttor IN fMeres) of Rastarirg frfusmrem s Bublnaly

4. INTEGRITY: a) original site = by moved

c} if moved, when and from where _ 5

d} 1ist major alterations and dates {if known)

Rond,  ovaawaomsy  Cut Dacd

5. DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUCTION: 18 8o
f. ARCHITECT/BUILDER: ___ Dihewatt QLo bhand

7. RELATED QUTBUILDINGS:

a) barn ____ Db} carriage house ____ c) garage ___ d) privy
¢) shed )} greenhouse __ g} shop _h) gardens
i} icehouse i) springhouse_ k) other
describe:
. NowE

8. DRIEFLY DISCUSS THE ORIGINAL AND SUBSEQUENT USES OF THE S™RUCTURE. NOTE ANY
ASSOCIATIONS WITH HISTORIC EVENTS OR PERSONS:

Pudiwy s pmall?  cowsTauated, A% (aSTamarA Lox Dehavaal
fatbandh feun Camwitnal wicdh Qunhury By fatharqee Hialiew
Koo o shant Tukwea, Wadl Wwe= Ui oh Debhorg wed Mg Tan B4
Chrar Lo Deww Canthal. foin fan .

9. PRIMARY REFERENCES: {include location of reference)

10. SURVEYOR: DATE OF FORM:

USE BLACK TNK ONLY
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HISTORY
THE DELAWARE RAILROAD

ITS CONNECTIONS,

M. HAYES, SECRETARY AND TREASURER.

WILMINGTON, DEL.: .
ALDINE PUBLISHING & ENGRAVING COMPANY.
1882,



HISTORY OF THE DELAWARE RAILROAD,

ble they would be sold for the benefit of their
Stockholders or Bondholders at a period more
or less remote ““and in order that the Directors
might have authority to acquire, by purchase,
such roads if their acquisition was desired by
the Board,” at the Stockholders Meeting
January 8th 1874 full power was given the Di-
rectors to negotiate and complete the purchase
of any such roads,and to arrange a mode of
paying for the same without further action of
the Stockholders, but with the consent of the
Lessee of this road”
RENEWAL oF LEASE.

It may be proper here to state that notice
was duly given by the Lesee of the road, that
in accordance with the provisions of the orig-
inal contract they had '“elected to renew the
lease of the Delaware Railroad for twenty one
years longer, at the expiration of the first
term, May 4th 1876.”

IMPROVEMENTS ON THE LINE OF THE ROAD.

The aspect of the country near the Dela-
ware Railroad had undergone many important
changes in the twenty years since the opening
at Seaford. During that period, and more
especially in the years of active business pros-
perity that succceded the war; and before the
financial disasters of 1873 overtook the country
and paralyzed business, improvements were
everywhere to be seen springing up in town
and country on the line of the road. Well
cultivated farms had succeeded to the dense
forests and jungle that stretched for miles to-
gether on the borders of the roadway when it
was first opened. New villages had grown up
at Clayton, Wyoming, Felton, Harrington,
Farmington and other principal stations.
Tasteful residences, public schools, academies
and churches in the larger towns presented in-
ducements to people seeking new homes, and
brought many settlers to their neighborhood.
The substantial and attractive appearance of
the new brick Passenger Depots and grounds,
ornamented with plants and flowers, which
were now to be seen at many of the stations,
showed the traveler that the managers of the
railroad were performing a commendable part
in thus educating, cultivating and rcfining the
tastes of the people. In all the plans for im-
proving the Delaware Road, the Presidents of
the two Companies were in full accord, and
Superintendent Kenny's instructions

4

were |
promptly and ably carried out by the General |

25

Apgent, Mr., Mills, and the employees of the
Company.
FRUIT TRAFFIC,

The plantations of small fruits as well
as of peaches, which everywhere abounded,
proved to be a great blessing to the people
of the Peninsula in the period of the “ Hard
times.” The ready money returned from their
sale in the cities was distributed largely for
labor among all classes in the country, and the
operations of numerous fruit canning, and evap-
orating establishments, gave employment to
many hundreds of women and children.

The quantity of {fruit shipped by railroad
from year to year varied greatly; the crop of
peaches, especially, was subject to disaster, by
frost and other climatic influences, as well as
from the attacks of curculio. Sometimes the
fruit was only destroyed in certain sections of
the country, leaving enough urharmed at
other places to supply the markets; at other
times, perhaps. but half a crop was left; and
if it so extended throughout the peach grow-
ing region, the returns from sales would prove
more satisfactory than from a full crop by
which the markets would have been glutted
with inferior fruit and the prices consequently
low. The heaviest crop of peaches ever
grown on the Peninsula or shipped over the
Delaware Railroad was in 1875, Conferences
were held between committees appointed by
the fruit growers, and the railroad authorities,
to arrange for the shipment anddistribution of
5o large a crop, estimated at five or six mil-
lions of baskets.

The scbedule of [reight charges, embraced
all the large cities within the distance to Chi-
cago and Cincinnati in the West, and to Bos-
ton at the East. The extent of the shipmenis
will be shown by the following items from
President Felton’s report of 1876,

““The total number of baskets of peaches
sent to market over the Delaware Railroad was
4,536,751, and of car loads, 9,072, The highest
number of baskets shipped in one day 209,000,
and of loaded cars, 418;” beside peaches, gog
car loads of berries and other fruits were sent
to market in this prolific year,

The season for fruit shipments was short;
for peaches, not exceeding six weeks; the
moving of this crop requiring the use of an
unusually large number of cars, as those
sent to distant places could not be unloaded
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United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Sea instructlons in How fo Complete National Register Forms
Type all entries—complete applicable sections

1. Name

historic Felbozl___Rfl_j;l_J':oad Station

and/or common

2. Location

street & number E. Railroad Avenue _._. not for publication
clty, town Felton __ ___vicinity of congressional district One
state Delaware code 10 county Xent code 001
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_ district % public ___occupied —_ agrlculture e MUSEUM
X pullding{s) __ private —x unoccupied — commercial — park
____ structure __._ both . _.. wark in progress —__ educatlonal ____ private residence
—_.slte Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment . — religious
—__ object —_in process —£_yes: restricted —government — _ scientitic
—-— being considered .. yes: unrestriched . — Industrial _____transportation
—no -— military ——other: proposged as

Town Office

4, Owner of Property

name Town of Felton

street & number Box 329

city, town Feltan — vicinity of state Delaware 199413

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Kent Countv Coprthouse )

street & number The Green

city, town Dover state Delaware 19901

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title Delaware Cultural Resgurce Survey: has this property hee_n_determlned elegible? ___ yea X no
{X~335)
date 1980 B —federal x _state . county ___ local

depository for survey records 0ld State House, The Green, P.Q. Box 1401

Dover
city, town state Delaware




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

- excelient ___ deteriorated ___._ unaitered _X__ original site

— good —___ruins _X_altered —. moved date —
X ftair - unexposed

Describe the present and originai {if known) physical appearance

N

The Felton Railroad Station is a one-sided type, single level, brick passenger
depot constructed in 1868 by the Delaware Railroad Company in the southern Kent
County town of Felton. It supplanted an earlier frame depot plotted in Beer's
Atlas of Delaware, Felton map, (1868) at the center of town where Main Street
crossed the rallway. The present building is located three blocks north of the
site of the first depot, on Railroad Avenue East directly by the tracks between
Sewell Street and High Street.

Best described as "truncated" Italianate, the low mass of the l-story brick
building is offset by a reqular placement of round-headed doorways and windows
defining three principal chambers aligned with its rectangular plan. The
coursing of the exterior brickwork varies, with 6, 7 and 8-course common bond
segments present on each wall. The most distinctive architectural feature is
the projecting double row of header bricks defining the heads of the doorways
and windows. The present low-hipped composition shingled roof with shallow,
bracketless eaves, a replacement of unknown vintage, is very similar to the ori-
ginal standing seam sheet metal—-clad hipped roof with deep eaves apparent in a
late-nineteenth—century photograph of the station. The central bay of the
bullding, defined on the facade by a projecting bow-front window, housed the
ticket office, telegraph station and business office. The other two chambers
which flank the office were used as waiting rooms (perhaps, at first, segregated
by gender), each with a round-headed double door on both facade and rear eleva-
tions as a means of access. The northernmost waiting room was later converted
into a baggage room, with the facade doorway widened and reinforced with heavy
plank jambs and a beam lintel to accommodate a hand-car operating on a short run
of rail going through the doorway to the edge of railway to.facilitate baggage
handling. The single surviving original door, on the north exterior wall of the
baggage room, features four slightly raised, square shouldered panels with
heavy, applied Grecian ogee moulding. The windows are now temporarily covered
by plywood as rehabilitation continues for eventual use as town offices.
Originally, they housed tall, two-over-two pane sash windows.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—— prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

___1400-1499 ____archeology-historic ____conservation —_law ____science

———1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___-economics —literature ——sculpture

—__1600-1699 _ X architecture . — education ___military _ . social/

—1700-1799 ___ art —___engineering —__ music humanitarian

X 1800-1899 _____ commerce L . exploration/settlement ____ philosophy ____theater

— 1900~ ___ communications ____industry ____ politics/government __X transportation
___invention ; ___other (specify)

Specific dates 1868 Builder/Architect

Stat'ﬂ?g rﬁeﬁt%'ﬂ'ﬁg‘i Toa "bgggfoar';ag{;a%h)significant architectural symbol of the central
role of the Delaware Railroad in the post-Civil War economic development of
Delaware as a means of rapid and efficient transfer of passengers, goods and
produce throughout the Delmarva Peninsula.

The Delaware Railroad, connecting the agricultural hinterlands of Delaware and
portions of the Eastern Shore of Maryland to northern markets by way of
Wilmington and Philadelphia, represented a regional culmination of the railroad
building mania sweeping America in the mid-nineteenth century. Envisioned as a
link between existing northern and southern railways, the Delaware Railroad
operated the length of the state by 1859, and by 1866 was extended to the town
of Crisfield, Maryland, on the Chesapeake Bay.

Prior to the contruction of the railroad, Felton consisted of a few frame
buildings scattered along Main Street, a transpeninsular road connecting the
ear ly-nineteenth-century town of Frederica, Delaware, on the Murderkill River,
with Choptank Bridge some 25 miles to the west in Maryland.

The econcmic and commercial optimism generated by the railroad brought into
being a new community in Felton. A 1868 map of the town in' Beer's Atlas of
Delaware, portrays the town's plan for future development along a gridded street
plan centered on a new town square several blocks to the north of Main Street.
The Felton Railroad Station, built in 1868 just as the Atlas of Delaware was
published, was conspicuously sited as a focal point to encourage planned growth
in the undeveloped area of town that filled in during the later decades of the
century. The town was named for Samuel N. Felton of Philadelphia, elected pre-
sident of the Delaware Railroad Company in 1865 and a member of its board for
over 35 years.

In simliar fashion, other towns springing up along the route of the railroad at
this time were named for other railroad officials.

Manlove Hayes, a director of the Delaware Railroad Company, accurately appraised
the social and economic benefits arising from the railway in his History of the
Delaware Railroad (1888):

"Well cultivated farms had succeeded to the dense forests and jungles
that stretched for miles together on the borders of the railway when
it was first opened. New villages had grown up at Clayton, Wyoming,
Felton, Harrington, Farmington and the other principal stations.
Tasteful residences, public schools, academies and churches in the
larger towns presented inducements to people seeking new homes and

brought many settlers to the neighborhood. The substantial and

effective appearance of the new brick Passenger Depots and grounds,

ornamented with plants and flowers, which were to seen at many of

the stations, showed the travelers that the managers of the railroad

were performlgg a commendable part in their educating, cultivating,
e

and refining tastes of a people."
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Name: Felton Railroad Station

Location: Felton, "Delaware

Fhotographer: Dean E. Nelson

Date:. 4/80

Location of Negative:Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs,

B/AsHP, 014 State House, The Green, Dover, Del. 19901
Description: facade and north wall

Photograph Number: 1 of 8 NOV 3 1980

13 108t






Name: Feltqn Railroad Station

Location: Felton, Delaware W
Photographer: Dean E. Nalson
Date: 4/80 o
Location of Negative: Div. of Hist. & Cultural Affairs,
B/AGHP, 014 State House, The Green, Dover, Del. 19901

Dezcription: facade (west elsvation)

Photograph Number: 2 of 8 NOV3 1980

AL 13 el






Hame: pelton Railroad Station

Location: Felton, Delmeare M

Photographer: pean E. Melson
Date: 4/80
Location of Negative:Div. of Hist. & Cultural Affairs,.

B/AGHP, 014 State House, The Gresen, Dover, Del. 19901
Desoription: rear elevaticn and south wall

Photograph Number: 3 of 8 . nOV 3 'm

Ju. 13 1981






Name: Felton Railroad Station

Logation: Pelton, Delaware

Photographer:. Dean E. Nalaon

Date: 4/80 :

Location of Negative: Div. of Hist. & Cu.ltural Affairs,
B/ASHP, 0ld Stats House, The Gmn, Dover, Del. 19901
Description: facada slavation and south wall

Fhotograph Number: 4 of B
NOV3 g0

JL 13198






Name: Felton Railroad Station

Location: Felton, Delaware M
Photographer: Dean E. Nelson

Date: 4/80 7

Location of Negative: Div. of Hist. & Cultural Affajrs,
B/A&HP, 01d State House, The Green, Dover, Del. 19901
Deséription: window detail

Photograph Number: 5 of 8 Noy 3 .

AL 488l






Name: Felton Rallroad Station

Location: Felton, Delaware

Photographer: Dean E, Nelson

Date: 4/80

Location of Negative: piv, of Hist. & Cultural Affairs,
B/ASHP, 014 State House, The Green, Dover, Del. 19901
Description: porth elevation

)

Photograph Number: 6 of 8

WOV 3 1qor
Jo. 13 e8l






Name: pelton Railroad Station

Location: Felton, Delaware
Photographer: pean E. Nelson A
Date: '

Location of Negative:p;, ¢ Hist. & Cultural Affairs,
Besﬁptﬁ%d State House, The Green, Dover, Del 19901

south wall dcorway

Photograph Number: 7 of 8

NOV 3 %80
Q=1 3 168l






Naze: Felton Railroad Statioﬁ

Location: Pelton, Delaware
Fhotozsraphor: Harold Short
Date: Unknown

Location of Fegative: pjy. of Historical & Cultural Affairs

B/ASMR, Hall of Records, Dover, Del. 19901
Descripticn:
station c. 1890

Photograph Numbers 8 of 8

& 3
a1 1398 NOV3 180

CREDIT:
DIV. HIST. & CULT. AfF.
COVER. DL
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Haméa ‘Felton Railroad Station

Locationu Felton. Kent County, Delaware JUL ,3 IQSJ

Photographiera \Ba.trlala Wright

Date: 4/81

Location of Negativem Bureau of Archaeology & Hist. Pres.
0ld State House, The Green, Dover, DE 19901

Description: view from southeast

Photograph Number: supplementary photograph #2 of 2






Name: Felton Railrcad Station

Location: Felton, Kent County, Delaware “ 15 m
Photographer: Patricia Wright

Date: 4/81 JL. 3 198
Location of Negative: Bureau of Archaeology & Hist. Pres.

0ld State House, The Green, Dover, DE 19901
Description: view from northwest

Photograph Number: supplementary photograph #1 of 2
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