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C. J. HENRY, 
5UPEFI IIHE.N.DENT M,UlYt.A.N D DIIIHitON 

R. W. GRIGG, 
51J P'I.IH(H E: NIIENt, tl[UU,AYA DIVLs iort 

CAP'E i::H"iRLES t '01., f/Je/7!/ ~tr~✓ 

Mr. w. R. Torbert, Secretary, 
Felton Chamber of Comaerce., 
Felton.., DelawaN. 

Dear Hr. Torbert.: 

Cape Charles~ Ya • ., September 25, 19.,.7 

On Tue1d&7 last I vu in Felt.on and called on 
Mr. Ea.ton., ,Mr. Reed, Mr. Harrington. of Harrington &. IG'nab and Mr. 
R. Edmund Harrington in eonneot.t.on 14th the propoeed o.baage in the 
hours that Felton stat.1.GD will be open. I am. aorr,- that I 'NIie unable ~ 
to get in touch with 7au.. I atopped at. the store and the' girl there 
told. me that JOU bad gone to your brother1s f'ana south ot Felton. 
On. 'llq lA9' 'back to Cape Char lea I droft in . to ,our brother' a pl.ace 
but was unabl.e to locate you. 

I asked Mr. F.a.ton.., 1'ho is president of' the Ccm­
mieaionera., to discuaa wl.tb. you the service we propose to afford at 
Felton. • I am. SOl"1"'J" that the rwmr with regard to the complete closing 
of' Felton Stat.ion became c1ral.ated thl'OUgb t.cnm. It is not ov in­
tention to en t.:l.rel.J' close Felton Station. Ae pointed out to Mr. Eat.on 
and others, because at the financia.l c0D.Clit.1on of the Bailroa.d. due to 
increased cost. ot mat.eria.ls and labor., it 1a neceaaar;r tor us to et.teot 
economies wherever possible. In eff'ectin.g these economies it ia our 
d.uire to diaCOIIIIDDd• our p&trcma as llt.tle u pooaible. In ao far aa 
Felton ia cm.cerned. it ia Ol1l"' thoaght to redu.ce the hot.1r8 the stat.ion 
w:l.ll be open fNII 8 hours per da.7 to .3 hov.ra per daJ' tor the period 
October 1st. \o June lit. .Daring the period Jane lat through September, 
when the gra:lJ:i aeuon ia a\ it.a peak and the eanning i..ndustrJ' is going, 
w will have a fa.ll time agent at. Feltan.. I bell.eve, and those with 
whom I talked join• in Dir view., that thie change will not aeriouaq 
di.scODIIIIDde our pat.res at. Pal.ton. Wben uplalnad t.o them th.e7 all 
wre sppathet.ic and TifrT cooperat.1.n. 

We haw not. as ,..t decided mm thia abuga lli.ll be 
ma4e and I w1.ll be glad to adviae 7e>u vbc the change 1n bcnlre ld.ll 
bec:am affect.ive. 



I hav.e.. ~- our Supan-J..si.J:l& .Agant, Mr. Bllakl9J', 
t.o call. upon .you _the_ .nan_ time . ...he_ ia at Felton and_ I _ waat. to dD 
likawiae. m.. .. lllJ. .nut. ... \ri.p_ ,t,o_ tbe .. north: nd.01'. the d1Tiaicm. 

Again, I am...aarr;,. tba\. __ l •• UQ&bl.a. to . ._at with 



J. T. RlDGELY, 
G[~ ERU 5U Pli:JIIN1£.NDEIH 

WI L,.. I N~10ff I cu:L, 

E', S. REED, 
SUPERINTENDENT, M/..'R:'l'LAND PIYUIO,t 

EIALTl'tillORE• MD, 

P. W. TRIPLETT, 
S IJPERINTUil DEhli, DELMA R\li DIV1$ ION 

CAPE C:til\ALES, VA, 

¥~. J. Louis Hopkins, 
Secretary - Chamber of Commerce, 
Felton, Delaware. 

Dear Sir: 

Cape Charles, 'ifa., June 17, 1942. 

This will acknrn~ledge receipt of your letter of 
June 15th and your request to stop train No. 454 at Felton: 

For some time past travel on this train has been 
exceedingly hea:vy and consists largely of .military personnel en­
route to points requiring connections to the north, west amd south, 
and it is of the utmost lmportance, under present conditions, that 
these connectiom are rrade on schedule. 

Under these conditions you can well appreciate the 
bearing additional stops would have on our passenger schedules and 
I regret to advise you. that additional stops on 8!li:,' of our fast trains 
cannot be considered at th.is time. 

Very truly yours, 



FELTON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
FELTON, DELAWARE 
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H. L. NAMCARROW, ~~ 
. - Gf.MUi, L MA.NAGIK 

G, I.. WEST, 
GUUIUL '"" ' ~OflVII: ,own 

E. R. SHULTZ, 

A. M. HARRIS. 
SLJ"1' . F1111~KT TU'NSPOt'.UTICl I( 

J. W, LEONARD, 
5tl PT. 1'.A.51CNGU TIIIAN. P'OIITATIO~ 

J. C. STEWART, 
SUPT, iTAllOHS I tRAN'.!f!IU: 

K. L STANTON, 

Mr. W. R. Torbert, 
Secretu,,, . 
Felten Cham.bar of Cemm.erce, 
.Felton, Delaware. 

Dear Mr. Torbert: 

Your letter of August 25, acldressed te 
Del.mrare Railr8ad Co., cu.eemir,g alleged closing of 
Felten Statien has beea ref'erred to this e.f'fice !Gr 
attent1on1 

You wq- rest assured that this matter 
will be tkorGugbly ia.vestigat.ed. 

Thank you. for eaJ.J :hg the situatien to our 
attention. 

Yours Tery tru..11', 



1164 HISTORY OF DELAWARE. 

On the northeast side of the Upper Kiug'e Road, 
and lying upon Bishop's Bunch, is a tract of si:ir 
hundred a.cres granted to Robert Parvis, by the 
court of Kent, on the "17"' day of the 8"' rnontb, 
1682," named "Gillford." This kind is now owned 
by John Pennell Emert10D nod otbera. On this tract 
is Jocnted the old "Pratt's Branch " Scbool•house, 
which for many years wns the only institution of 
learning nvailDble to the people for miles around. 
It was iocorporoted by special act of the General As· 
sembly January 29, 1829, wiLh George T. I~isher, 
William Roe, William Satterfiel<l, John Bniley and 
Joshua .l\lcGonigal as trustee:i. U now beloogs to 
the common school system of I he State. 

Soutbwesl of Canterbury, on the Delawnre Rail• 
roRd, lies wh11t WM once known as "Plymouth." It 
wa.s 11ttemptcd t.o be founded b.)I n set of colonists 
from Ma~snchusetts, who settled in the jmmediate 
vil1inity, bought lands, dh·ided them.,foto small par• 
eels and e11ga~ed in trucking. In December, 1866, 
Rev. D. 8. Purington came t.o Dover under !,he 
auspices of the Amerion Bapfo,t Home Mission So­
ciety, and io 1''cbr11ar1, 1867, began preaching· at 
Plymouth, where were several Baptiijt familie11. fn 
the ll.'llnC year the Congregationalists built a church 
there nt II cost or fifteen hundred dollars, but the 
ground on which it stood liaving been refused to be 
con6rmed to the society, the congregation disbanded. 
September 241b, of the same year, the Plymouth 
Baptist Church was organized with & membership of 
thirty persons, who used the above-mentioned church 
fnr about a year. Rt1vs. J. M. Haswell and I:saac 
Cole preached occasionally, but many oftbe members 
moving away and having no bouse of their own in 
which to m:msbip, tlaey bocnme dishe11rtened, and 
March 22, 1873, disbanded, the members uniting with 
the church nt Miignolia. The churcb building in 
1874 was sold to Hudson 1'. Haynes, who moved it 
nwny lo be used as a cmJning-fnctory. Plymouth was 
laid out in 1866, :ind that or the (ol101Viog year tbe 

• Delaware R11i.lro11d put in ·a side•trnck and estahlisbed 
a station, which did quite. a business for a frw yturs. 
But tbe people being mostly small truck farmers and 
the seasons not yielding so nbun<l1mtly 1u1 Ibey had 
hoped, m11ny sold out 1md moved away, the place 
went to deC11y, tbc railroad diRcontinued. the station 
o.nd Plymouth ccnscd to exist. 

On the north side o( the road lending from Fred• 
eric,, into Felton, south of Pratt's Branch (Bishop's 
or Panis") and chielly ea11t of Fode Branch, slightly 
infringing on the nor1hcn~tl'rn corporate limits of the 
town of Felton, is a tr11ct of land locatci:I by l\licbael 
Lowber nnd Henry Lewi", under a wnrrnnt benring 
date ~fay 29, 1715, which is now owned by Alfred 0. 
Clil\on, of Felt.on. 

FE1,TON.-'fhe town of Felton, lying on both sides 
of the Delaware Railroud, is ten nod on<>-h11lf miles 
from Dover uod >1ix miles west of Frederica, on the 
rnad lending through the I.own to Whilelcysburg. 
It was laid out on the 1st day of August, 1856, when 

the railrond and Adams' Expr- authorities opened 
lheir offices at this place. Robert W. Reynolds was 
the first agent; lie was shortly follol\·ed by George 
C. Hering, who, after a brief period, was succeeded 
by James B. Conner, who hns been in the employ 
of the two coDlpanies to the prMent time. The land on 
which Felton is built was owned by the heirs of 
,Tobeph Simpson and by Alfred 0. Clirton. In 18!i6, 
when the railroad was thrown open for traffic, Rob­
ert W. Reynolds & Ilrother had opened a general 
store, and there was one blucksmitb shop nnd one 
fArm-house. In the fall of thE- same year a hotel was 
built and culled the "Fountain Rouse," now 
" Smoot's Hotel.'' 

The populRtion in 1880, according to the census 
returns, was three hundred ·and eighty-three, being 
fifty-four less thn11 in 1870. To-day the population 
is rapidly increMing and some very floe re-;idenccs 
are being built. There are six general stores, iwo 
groceries, one hardware and two drug store", two 
hotels, two general carriage denlera, three wagon• 
build~ nod bl11clcsmiths, one steam saw-milJ, built 
in 1S69 by ,Jnhn S. Kersey, which wns destroyed by 
fire in 1876, and rebuilt by Jol>n Waldman the ~nme 
year, who i.s e.xtensively engaged in the manufacture 
of ship timber and geDernl .bard-wood lumber. There 
.is also one floriMt and general nurseryman-Dr. Rob­
ert W. Hnrgadine, ~·ho is said to own and operate 
the most extensive green-house on tbe Peninsulrt. 

The most important industries are the bnsket factor­
ies and the canning nod evaporating establishments. 
In 1870 Jnmcs H. Hubbard begun the mnking of 
crates for the t.rnnsportntion of peaches, which he 
con tinned until 1875, wben he put in bll!iket machinery 
which, in o fair peach season, will Lurn out ~wo lmn· 
dred and fifty thousand ba.skets. In 1887 a second 
hMket factory was estnblisbC(I under the firm-nnme of 
Meredith, Conner & Wnldo1an, which has o. capacity 
to produce five hnodred thousnod bMkete. There are 
nlso one conning and three l'rait evaporating establish­
ment~: These basket factories and canning and evnp• 
orating establishments give employment to tbree or 
four hundred pe1'80ns each season, for five months ill 
tbe year, and add much to the n1nterial prosperity and 
well-being of the community. 

There arc two churches, the M:ethodist and the 
l'rl.'~bytcriau. The Methodjst Episcopnl Church is a 
brick structure, thirty-si.'t by forty-five feet, sur• 
moo.nted by steeple and hell. It was erected at n cost 
of two thous:1.nd five hundred dollnn, nnd wrui dedi• 
cnted September 29, 1861, the Rev. Dr. -- Cook, of 
Phil::idclphin, P11., officinting. Prior to tbe building 
of lhc church in lowu, lhe people of the villngc and 
the surrounding counLry met for worship at nn old 
frame st.rncture, about bnlf :l mile out of town, on the 
ro:id toward J,'rcderic1. It wns 11, plaiu, old-lashioued 
building, about eighteen by thirty feet, with the high 
e,rnopied pulpit. 

The following have been the ministers of Feltoo 
Church since May 1, 186.5: 
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.Bev, Horace A, Cle'l'elaod. l S6,1.-66 J. W. Pearson .... .,, .. ,.... .• lBJB-79 
ThoruasJ, (iuigloy .... ...... 1867-70 
Do.vid R. Thom .............. I 870-72 
J. M. William• ............... 1812-73 
Jtobett W. Todd ............. 187S-7u 
E. E. WhiLe ................... 187i>-76 
Hem-y Colcw.er .... ......... 18lfi-.78 

J o,,epb Ro blu&on •....• ,.,.... 187~Si 
Jono.tho.n S. Willlo ..... ...• IBW-ij2 
A. W. Milby .................. 1882-<!3 
I.,aac J ewe!J .. . ....... ... . . . ... 18&3--4!6 
Vaughan S. Collin-. .. .. .... 1886-88 

The Presbyterian Church is a. frame building, thirty 
by forty feet, and was organized November 15, 1860. 
Rev. J. G. Hamner, of Milford, preached until 1863. 
From January, 1864, to January, 1866,L. P. Bowan, a 
licentiate of the Presbytery of Le1nia, supplied the 
pulpit. From the spring of 1868 to the spring of 1873 
tbe Rev. S. Murdock was the pastor in charge. Dur­
ing the next two years there was only occaaioo&l 
preaching. From December, 1871'i, Rev. 8. f:!. Sturges 
was the statet.l supply until his death, Juu~ 20, 1877. 
From October, 1877, until October, 1879, t.he Rev. L. A, 
T. Jobe was the minister in charge. Since his 
departure the church has heen witi;lou_t pastor or 

"· "',,· 

stated supply. 
Felton Lodge, No. 30, I. 0. 0. P, was institnted 

June 21, 1859, aml in 1887 the lodge was in a very 
flourishing condition. 

Felton Lodge, No. 22, A. F. A. M., was legally or­
ganized i 11 I 868. The Masons met in the Odd Fellows' 
Hall until November, 187.S, when they, in conjunction 
with the Knights of Pythias, bu i It a hal I of their own. 
The Masonic fraternity at Felt.oil had many trials. 
They 11·ere burnt out aud lost their furniture and 
regalia; and after their fuut.ls had been embezzled by 
their treasurer, they became disheartened, aud sur­
rendered their charter to the Grand Lodge. 

Tbe Knigh1s of PythiRs also had a discouraging 
e.lCistence. 

For mauy years the people of Felton had no other 
school facilities than those afforded by the old­
fashioned school-hou~e, situated half a mile east of 
town, on the site of the Purnell's meeting-house lot, 
a.nd hence called "Pumell's School-house." In 1887 
Felton had one of the finest school-houses on Lhe 
Peninsula, aud her educational facilitie~ are as good 
a:i those of any town in the State. 

A stock compimy was formed 1tnd a seminary was 
instituted for the education of both sexes in the 
la.ngu.ages, belles leUres and the higher mathematics. 
It w.11,s placed nnder the management of Robert H. 
Skinner, and was successfully conducted by him. 

The oown of Felton wus incorporated before 1861. 
The r~cof'ds of the town in many respects ure incom­
plete aud unohta.inab!e. The civil list is as follows: 

Town Clerks. 

Joaepb H. Boon ... ......... ...... 1862 A. ll. Connor ...... ............... 1876 
A. J. Wrlght ...................... l81i¼ .I. A. blollre ..................... 1877-78 
Juhn A. 1'1-0,,,., ..... ....... _, ..... 1865 W. II. Du mite .................... 18110 
:ti. P. Lu.-............. ....•..•...... 18u6 A. B. Cooner .. ................. .1881-82 
l'. L Boowill ...... ........... .. ... 18G6 C. C. Clifton ........................ 1883 
Benjamill C. Hopkina .... .... .. 186~ William T. Pani, ..... .... ....... 1884 
M . Id . 8tevet1eun , .... ......... .... 1810 C. L . Lu ff ........................... 1885 
John A. Moor• .............. 1871-7,l Geo r !!II Waid uian .. • .. . .. . . . . . . . . I 996 
A. B. r,oooer ....................... 187¼ A. D. Conner ....................... I 887 
Wilbur H. Burnite ............... 1875 

Treasurers . 
Jame• B. Oonner ..... ....... .. .... 1861 John Simpaon .. ............ ..... .. 1873 
A. J. Wright ......... .............. 1664. J. T. i'aylor ...•..••......... .. ...• 187¼ 
Job o A. Muom... . . . . .. .. • .. ... . • l 861; M. Id. 8!..venoon .. .... ,, • ......... 187 5 
N. P . Lull" .. ........................ . 1886 John W. Godwin ........... , ••• ••• 1876 
P, L. Bouwill .................. 1807-£9 M. M. Stevenson .. .......... ... ... 1877 
N, P. Lulf.. .......... ... ............ 187r) Joahna. B. Lulf .. .................. 1878 
Pbilomon C. Carter ......... .. ... 1871 M. M. Ste,enoun .................. 18110 
Jo.cob W, Pretlym&n ..........•. 1872 ThomlUI H. :Kelley .......... . 1881-87 

Asaessors. 
Jol.,n Simpi!OD ..... ............... 1861 John Gn,en ..... .. ........... .. 1878--80 
Samuel Harrington . ......... ... 186t John W. Waldmau ............... 1881 
W. R. ca!n .. ........ .. ............ . 1866 John Gruen ......................... 1881 
Sn.mu&\ D. Roe ..... .. .......... .... 1887 J.B. Lull' ......... ... ......... ... 1833~6 
Do.vid l\eedle, ....... .. ........ 1869-74 John M. Evans .................... 1886 
John G,een ............ .... ..... 187~76 Robert Hodgoon ........... ... . ., 1887 
J. W. Godwin ........ ...... ....... 1877 

<Jo ll ~ctors. 
M. Morris Stevcnoon .. .. . . .• 1861-1;4 I W. T. C...o ... ........ , .. .... ... .... • 11167 
W. H. Cain ......................... 1865 Thomas H. Kelley ..... , ..... 1880-<17 

Aldermen. 
Georg<, Moore .......... .. ...... 1851-79 I Stephen <l . Simpkins ........ .... 11186 
A. J. Wright......... .. . ....... •.. lSSO Pe tor Cread.lck ............ ,.. . .... 1887 
Peter Creodick. ............... 1881~5 

Cmnmi88wrters. 
John W. Cllrler .... .... ........... 186[ WilliQm B. Hemog ............ 18o5 
Nathaniel P. Lull" .. ·· ··· ··••••••• 1861 N. P. Lulf ..... ... .. . ............. .. 1865 
A, J. Wright.., ...... .. ............ l86\ Davld Fo.,tor .... .. .......... ....... 1865 
llr. Joseph Simpson .. ............ 1801 ,Tosh u& R. Lu If.. .. .............. ... 186!1 
A. J. Wrlgbt ....... ............... 1862 N. P. Lulf ........ ...... ........... .. 1866 
Jame• B. Con nor. . . . . . .. . ..... . .. • 11!62 J. A, Moore ...... ... ....... ..... ... 18~ 
Joeeph Simpson, ... .. .•.•... ,., .. . 1862 AodrewP. Nil .. ........... ... ... 1856 
Joh11 Shnp,on .. ..... , ............. 1862 S. Hurrington .. .................. 1SG6 
Job S. B 11tterworth.. .... .. .. •... 1802 J. W. Reynolds .................... 1866 
John A. Moore ..... ... ......... ... 180 I Peter L. Bonwm ... ........ .... ... 1867 
A. J. Weight ....................... JSM J, B. A nde1110D., .• .... ............ 1867 
N. P. Loll' ............ ... : ........... lSG¼ John Shilling ............. ... ... ... 1867 
John W. Reynold, ............... IBM Benj umin A. Reeves... . .. ... ... 1867 
Cbnrles P. W ynt t.. .... .. ...... ,.. 1864 Samuel Ha:rringLon .............. 1867 
Dr, JoO<lph Sim(lOon ... ........... 186:, P. L. Bonwi!L .................... 1868 
John Doiley ......... ............ ... 186(; B. A, B.eev"".... .. .. .. .. ... ........ 1868 
Jilmes ll. Conner.......... .. ...... 1865 W. H. Cain, ......... ... ..... ... .. . 1868 
Stephen W. Lewio .... ............ 1801> David Needle• .... ... ... . . ..... 1868 
J. '1', Rey nolda ... . . . ...... .. . . . . .. 1865 J. T. T~ylor ................. .... .. , 1868 

In 1869 the town was re-incorporated, nud the act 
appointed commissioners for the first ye11.r as follows: 

Jacob W. Pretty111an ........... . 1869 J . A, Xooro .. .......... ...... ... ... 1876 
Bcnj~min A. Dee\'e.e .. .......... 1869 Alfred 0. Clifton .. ......... , .. ... 1876 
Dn,·id Nive,· ........... ............ Ia69 John .H. WaM1nan .............. 1876 
Benja.min C. Hopkins . ......... 1869 Alvin B. Conner .......... .. ...... 1876 
S. D. Roe ............ .............. . 1870 Johu W. Godwio .. ........ ....... 1876 
M. M. Stovensuo .. ..... ......... , 187H J. A. Mooto .... ... ........... .. .... 1817 
.Toehua. Morris ..................... 1870 J . Ill . Waldm~n . .................. 1877 
,1ohn A. Moor& ..... .............. . 1870 Bli Dehorty ..... .. ........... ...... 1877 
Joh11 A. :rdooro ..... .. ............. 1871 J. H. Hubbo.,·d .. ............. .. ... 1877 
M. M. S1e,-.,n.on ................ , 1871 Alfred 0 . Clinoo ...... ....... .... 1877 
Eli Deb 01· Cy........................ 1871 W. H. Uurnite .................... 1878 
Charles P. W1·ight ............... 1871 P. C. Cllrtor ........ .......... ...... 1878 
J. A. Moore ... .................. .. . 1872 A. B, Cooner .... ...... ...... ...... 1878 
M. M. Scoveo,on ................. 1872 R. W. Ha rgorli ne ... . •.. . . . . . . . . . 1880 
C. P. WyRtt ....................... , 1872 EH Deborty ......... ........ ... .... 1880 
Eli Dohorty .. ... . . . . . . . . . ...... . .. 1872 Wooley McDowell ..... ..... ...•.. 18~0 
Saru e Com mi8Sloners ... ...... H . 1873 W. H. Bufllito ... .. .......... ... ... 1880 
J. A, Moore ........ ............ .. 1874 Dr R. W. Hargadioe ..... ...... 1881 
AlVin D. Con11er .................. 1814 J . B. Lu11 ...... ................ .. ... 1881 
N . P. Lu!f ........................... 18H Eli Deho>ty ..... .... ......... .. .... 1881 
P. C. Ca.rCcr .......... .............. \SH A. D. f:onner .. ................... l8ll 
P . G. C&rler ... ...... .... ..........• 1~7~ Cal• b L , Lull' .. ... .. ,.. ... .. .. . .... l 88t 
Wilbur H. Burnite .............. 1875 A. B. Conner ....................... 1882 
Eli Dehorty ... ...... .... .. .. . . .... 1875 R. W. Hurgadine ................ 1882 
John Simpson ..... ....... ... ...... 1876 John 'l', Taylor,. ................. 1882 

Fehruary 21, 1888, the act of 1869 was amended, 
by which the alderma.n waa made ezojficia a member 
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TOWN'S HISTORY 

Unlike the earlier Lowns along the Delmarva 
Peninsula, who owe t heir heritage to the W:\lerways. 
Felton owes their·~ to the railroad. a great revolution in 
land transport. The miraculous iron horse changed our 
modes of life more ra<lically than any mechilnical device 
before or since. from steel plow, to airplanl!s. 

Felton came into existence in 1856 during the tirne 
of th.:· builJing ui th<.: Ddaworr railrnnd. Th<" Ddawarc 
ra1lro.id wa~ ater lc.-~sc<l lo the Pennys)va11ia Railrva<l, 
which became the Pemn Central on l·ebruary l. 1968. 

Fellon i:; situute<l in South M urderkill h1m dred. six 
mile~ we.~t of Frederica. seve11 mile~ !\Orth of Harrington 
anJ eleven miles south of Dove,·. the Stat<.' C apitol. 
Felton is geographically thf! center of the Stat<> of 
Dt>lawart>. It w.1s I.t i cl out r\ugusl L l 856 when the offices 
or th~ ruilro.iJ and th~ Adam~ Express W ('I'(' O!)Cll\'d 
tf1ere. 

The town w,u developed 011 land owned Ly Joseph 
Simp~on and Alfnsd 0 . Clifton,. T he fonnl"r owned th\~ 
land on th<.' north side of Main Street and i.ol<l lob for 
l.iu1lding. Clifton , whvs{' land lay sou th of Main Str<:>el, 
refu~.,d t u s<!ll gn,und tn :1nyone , but :igreed t o allow 
people t<., build on hi:; land fur ground rent. Today som p 

properties ilre still subje\~t lo ground rent payabk to the 
Clif l o,;, huirs. 

;.. .. -. 
.... _:.;:,l~,.J. .. 
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The matter of giving the town a name caused some 
h~at(·d i.~1Jntroversies between the people living un the 
1.1.•est side of the railroad who called it Berrytown St3tio11, 
in honor of th<.' village of Berrytown. and lht! people on 
the ~a~t sidE' who re~err<;>d toil as Johnny Cake Station tor 
Johnny Calu,· Landi11g. lt wa~ th~ clo~est point fmm 
which F,ederk~a could ship goods. 

Ow: day. a farmer on his way to the market with a 
b.:isket of e ggs was stopped l.,y several citizens who were 
invulvud in :m ::i.r~ument QI\ tho s ubj~ct . The £armor w:i.s 
asked for a suggesh<m th.it might solvl' the p roblem to 
tht! ~ati~fa<:tion <1f all <'0~1ccrned. 1-k re\?l~cd, " W ~iy not~ 
,:,,\JI 1l F<1l!on :md make ,t :, ""mes2lce of S:imuel },~Jton, 
director and preside11l of the r:1.1ln:1ad." Sine then the 
community has been known as Fellon. 

The (ow~, of F1dton is m1e,ha!f mlle squarf' with the ~ 
r_ailroild in t hf! euct center on the northern and soulhe-rn L 
Jines according to a survey uf Hl71, the boundaries of 
which are ~till valid_ 

The town W'1.S in~orpor:i.ted befon, 1861, the exact 
dat<.> bc,ing hard to dt'lcnrune. J:> th\> lown records are in­
coniplel't! The town was reincorporated in 1869 and 
ll.m<cnd~cl in 188:3 

Acc()rdin ~ to lci;end, the- road that enters th(' town 
of Ft-lton and forms Maiil Str<:!el was once arl lrtdi:m 
·1 rail. The town site l.i.y ;ilong the railroad between 
B<"rrytown t1.nd Johnny Cake Landing, now kno""n as 
Frcclcrica. M aiu S/r('('I 



Ont· ,·annot go v~ry for int<:1 the history o f i,-~ltc,n 
witlwut rt>:1liz111g th:tt- th,~ Lown had il$ cadie~t beg11111i11~ 

in Bnrvtown hefort· the .1<lvent of the r.,i!ruad. i\bout 
<>lh'-lialf mil"° west of Felt◊n. lyin~ <:Jll the north sidP. of the 
rn,tJ lt-aclinl:' to WhitP.l,•y~hm·s W:>$ 11 tr:i.d, o f 3 69 a.cri:., 
callt•d "lk,Lr C,1rd(;1, .. owni:d by John Grier. The first 
l'<·t·orcl w<• liavl" o i it is in 1767 when Preston Berry 
pl lrd1aS<·d Olli' lrnH :ll' r". p,1rt o f Dn,~ G a rd,:,11. Presron 

lk rr\' built a hou~<· .md blacksmith ~hop, Pt"ter Lo\l:b.i r 
kq)l .i tav(•ru llwrc·. und in 177-t, T imothy C.ikh.,,ell kept 
,l .,t11n•. 1 n I 7i,"i 1>r1_.s to 11 Bc'rr)' p u rcha;;ed t"'" ,111 d on,• 
h:ilf ;1tT('S tlllJJ'(' . Tl 1<•n• w..is ,1l on~• timt' fi ve d wE'!lings. 
h \ 11 \ tmo. a tav,•rn. ,L lila~•k~rnith shop. and a hotd in tht· 
,·ill;1~t• Tlw h,it,•I w.,~ k,•pt a~ bt~• a:; 1811 b ,v Vv' i\li.im 
A 11derson. i\ post office wa5 Oil,:ncd in 1&16, dosed in 
l ~ -1-1 and n•111w11(•d in lo'i52. lt w11s tnOV<!d inlo Fdton in 
l~i51i. "I 11d,1y th1·1·,· 1•,i~1~ 0111 ~• t wo dwdlin.!(" on ll1t' ~i te of 
Bc•tT Yto w 11. t!l(' o thn [HiilJin!!S h.i.vlr,~ be-e n ll>l'll down ,Jr 
tll<>vcd iuto Fdton J .1d<~1111·s Hot«! was 111oved from 
lk rn ·to," 11 i11tn Fr>l t, 111 .t<,m,;.s from th~· tn1.in ~talion 
J ut ·b11n opt•r:ttl•d ,, lintd .ind livery st:ihk. wh1.' re horws 
:111d c.:.trl'iuµ,,s w,•n• ,1v,!i hihk for rent so ~alcsm <:'n eould 
m;tk(' tlwir ~·.di~ tn t lw 111'ighlmd111, coniniuru lk~. HI' 
!ut,•r trnd,•d li is b u~irw~, lo i\fr. lbur:iy ;ll' McCauky·~ 
l'oud. 1\1 r i1;1ltr.n, u1wr,1t<:d tlw hok l u ntil 1 Fl'25 wht•n 
lw s()ld t" Ob :i,,d !·:,t..,lb lkittinl'-h.im. wh,, 11f)t-rt1ted 

,\ hotel. lnnchrnnm a11d taxi serv11.·e llllt il 1934. T ht' 
,11•i~in.d J,1,.:ks o u I l11t,·I i\ ~t ill tlw rl'sid1c·nc:(' c,f the Bri t-
t i11.l!.hu111s. 
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Sine~· the fou nding of Felton in 1856. the villav~ nf 
flt' rrvt1lwn ma.v bit said to ceas~ to have .in exJ.Stenc('. 

Tht• first r.1ilrnur! agent wa!\ Robert W Reynnlds, 
who with hi~ hrnth~•r opc11.,J a g-,11,:-rll-l ~tnrc. ,!\bOtil lhis 
~.unc; tinw i\ Ir. 1-le,ring built a hotel and nami:,d it the 
Follnl,iin HmJH'. l.it1:r Smoots H olt>l. 

111 I ,<;,5\), the Ft>lton Directory revealed the following 
IJusi1wss pb1.•f:'s • J. \V C.irtcr. dc,\ler in fru it and 
pn•tlt1c:I:' : Luff :rnd 1'.l von•, R<:' )'tiolds & Broth(>r. Sinip~r,n 
a nd C..:n•uclick . .ind P. J. Bot h n1erchan t~: J:rnies Simpson 
a11d I.. D J,1c·k~o n plivsid .ms; P. A. Jobe , manager of 
Vnun l,1in Hm1,~•; L. N. Hammon. FE·lton Hotel; h m«>~ R 
(. .o tlll\'1'. sta t i1>1\ .\~~·nt : c~org~· Mc.Bt•ide. c:upen ter .ind 
b uild,•r; C . F. C rn11('h. whwlwrighL ; Kersey and Nicker­
~011, ~t(·am !>aw 1111ll: S t,l11 ton ;ind Lir1dak. foundry and 
11 1aehiiH· shup. J oi J K<-t nsk-r. b 1'i<'k yan:l (next to 
i\ k lhocl bl 1·:p im ipal C hurdi ); Bostwick a.nd Schilling:, 
bhtebmiths, C1twis S<:·,unan, Sl;,am sawmill. 

I 11 tht• t'-ir l~• d;iys of tht' t()wn there W'=l re two 
l>ah·rw~. <>m• o f wli ich was nw 11t!cl by M r. Pre.ttyrnan 
Tl11• h:1 1.:iri!{ w a,- drnw Ottt-<if-Jo,w~. 1 11 1&6~) rn 1870: Mr. 
l' rdl ym ;in'., outsid<· uve11s Wl:'l'P hxat~d ,in R,iilmad 
t\vP11t1(' T he tir\t drug st,Ji'l:' was u w n1:•d by Dr. M. M<lrris 

S IP~•' " ' "" in l8f'i0 (t ,,·ti:; liic:at,·d u.l l h l' con1(' r uf Main 

Strn·t and lb i! rt>ad J\vt·1111e,. In th," bte fiftie~. S,unut>I H 
Morgan slart.-d m:inufactu 1-ing e:,1rriages. His plac~ of 
b 11,i1ll'SS w .,~ lo,:~11,:d n n 11· wh~r,:- t h"' l,:uok now Stands. J. 
11. J1111('S m..,n11f,1d\1 1\·cl w a!!ons in tht· e:idy 70 s :111J c:nn­
li1 111!'cl for fift y ~·ear~. Thne u_rl' two carriugcs. madt=· hy 
F,,lton ( \ irri '-l,'.;-•c Comp,"" · nn Ji,,pl;;iy in Nuttt>r t\'l arvc;'l"S 
C::tnici_~t' 1-- ! USl'lllll , C,- 111·~ ,•t()Wl\. D t>l,1waw. 

i\ l r Whik of Chl:'stt.'t' and Ph ila clt:,• lph i,1. ·.1 

wl\11olm:1lt' or J11h11 \ V:11111amaktir. 1\p~ned .i hric-k yard o n 

tht· wc,t ~id,• of town This bu~int'SS w.i~ continu1td by a 
i\ l r Hc:,,no!d~. Johll Simp:.0 11 <.1. lso o pe rnt~d ,\ b ric.k y :i.-r.l 
i>dWl't' ll [,'{G() \\l id Uf70. 

. 
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SAMUEL MORSE FELTON 

•.. . ~-~ 

~!?! ... : 

Samuel Murst- 1-'e!ton was lhe son of Cornelius 
C t>nw.1y ~1\d A1lll.l l\'1c>1"£e v-~~lton, nnJ brothc-r of 
Corn~lius Conway Felton. Hew.is h orn on July l7, 1809 
at Newbury. Mussa.ch usetts 

His falhe r was u c:huise makeT by trad« acid lost h \s 
property dming ~amuel' s youth :.mJ mov('d the family to 
S·.\ng11, wlw.rP thpy k,,,cw ~~v,;-rc po,·vrl)' Al th., :lit<' of 
fourte~n Samuel w,.rnt in to l3o~tCJ:1 tot,~ clerk and g~nera.1 

S. 

errand boy at a whols<?sale groccri store Ht- earned hi~ 
livilli; in lhi$ wuy for four veers and ~t11dic-d chiring .every 
spare mom<>nt in order to pr11pare hirnself fm his:;h 
school During this time h<> worked himself up to the 
po$ition <Jf clerk ,11\d buul<kccpi;r thu:. p11tting himsdf 
through thE' Livingston County high schuol at Cene5eCCJ, 
New York. of whKh hi~ hrothN was rrindpal. an<l sa-..~d 
eno u1;h mo1~e,y to cnubk· him t u <.:11tcr Harv ... rd in l 830 
when~ he supported himself by tt•achi,1g, 



After his graduation in 1834 he spent two years 
teaching in a private school and then enteN'd upon his 
engine ering ca.rc,cr with Lonmtni .6t1ldw in, Jr-, of .6oston. 
Felton attained tbe business after the death of Mr. 
&ldwiu ir1 1838. His first railroad accomplishment was 
in 18-41 whe11 he comttuctcd the F.,rcsh Pon d Re.llroad, 
desi~nP-d te> carry ice into Bo~tnn. ln 1843 he began the 
construction of the Fitchburg Railroad. He becam~ 
3Uperil\t.:ndcol of this road in 1845. From that time. on 
he was continuo115ly affiliated with railroad management 
in th is country. 

In 1851 he wenl to Philadelphia to bet'ome presi• 
dent ~,f th.;; Phil"odph ia, Wilmington & Daltimon:: 
Railroad. He fou nd this railroad in .i demorali-z_ed condi­
tion, badly mismanag<~d and unsuc..-cessfu\ financially 
Il l& cffo1-ts to 1egal11 $\11.\:,1l ily bNughl down pc,)Omil 

.ibuse on his head, but he was successful and in Ii few 
years the railroad h.i.d become one of the best equipped 
and most profitably rn,i , ail, oa<ls in lhis couut,y. Du1i1l-g 

these most diffkult years he refused th(.' presidency of 
hoth the R.al timor~ & Ohio and the Philadelphia & 
n .... Jiu~ n1ilivaJ) (Llit: l.11tt<1 al <I :,,1la1y la1 ~c:,1 d1a11 d1,1l 

given lo any other railroad official in the oou11lry) in 
ord..-r lt1 fulfill what he felt was his obligations to the 
stockholders of the Philadelphia, Wilmington llt 
Baltimore. 

With thf' outbreak of th.e C ivil War in 1H6l , the 
Phikdelphia. Wilmingtou & Daltimor~ b~caJne <lf gr<:'al 
strittcgic import:.i.ncc. It was over this railroad thll-t Lin­
coln made his entrance into Wa~hington at the risk of his 
lift'. F~lton changed Pre~ident Lincoln's a.dvertiseJ rout~ 
lo the cai,i la..l, arr:1.ngir1g for hi, wcr<?t pass,.\ge fr"olll 

Harrisburg to Washington the night before he was ex­
pect~d. and therefore "wed him from the Baltimore mob 
which :1ttucked tl1e train ~uppust1d tu b ... c a rryic1g hinl. 

The: sc:rvices ht- rendered in the transportation of Union 
tn1ops during th~ Civil W;ir can scarcely be overlooked. 
Fnr hi, C!nO('::avo1·~ in g.-tting Cene r a l llutle, ·~ twwp• to 

1\nnapolis and in prt.>p:iring plam for the t'Ooper:1t1on o{ 
all rJilroads cenl€ring in Phil!iddphia, the tel~graph lines 
and Ad,.nu F.:,.p,.eFJ Comp"")', he r"ceh•ed the o ffici::al 
thanks 1>f the War Department. Bul the stinging 
criticisms he re«:·eived wh ih~ perfonning thl~ almost super• 
l:tumll.n d1.1ti<."s involved in the t::i$k were too m uch for 

him. He suffered a strnke of paralysis in 1864, forcing 
him lo relir~ from active work. A year later he h8d suf­
fic-i~ntly re-cove-red tn :1$f1Jme th.- pruidenC)' of the Penn­
sylv,1n1a Steel Companr ~ngaged in the manufacture of 
~tc-c-1 rails Although ht• devoted much time to th i~ project 
in thP l:iter )•~u.~ of his li fe, he, tlt-Ve!r g:i.v~ u p his rallto.\d 

inl~rests. Even during h is illness he had retained the 
pre~idency of the D~laware Railroo1d, a small road which 
h « h ad dev<?lop<i'd irt his csrliN ye!'.rs with the 
Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore. From 1873 to 
1883 h~ took .1tt important pa.rt in lhc devdopment of the 
PennsyJv.._ni.:1 R~iln:11vl. of whirh hP wn, :i rli rPrtnr HP 

was a lso one of the organi1.ers and later a director of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad. In addition to these activities 
he ~erved a~ 11 commi5&ioner of the H ooi;ac Tunn .. 1 from 
1862 to 1865 and was for some time managing director of 
the Lehigh Navigation Company. 

Mr_ Felton was marri~ first in 1836 to El~anor Stel­
son who died in 1847. 111 1850 he married Maria Low 
Lippitt He died January 24. 1889.1 

T hv P,·n1iwlva,1ia Rai\ro,1d lh,ih a ste11mboat in I .S65 
:md 11anwd it Satn11t•l t\1 Fd(nn ,1ftt•r on,• of tlwir dire-c:­
tor.~ l'h i~ railrn;id dominatt•d th <• W ilm i11)!_to11 -
l'hil,1dt·lpl1iJ Jim· with tlwir fast st c.>amhoat. The $a.mud 
I\(. F<·ltt•ll. until PS:j;l wlwn t:ompt·lilion <:am~: from th(• 
Wil,1111 l .irtt'. ill Fnrt1111t• ~trud.: tlw Fdto n in 1885 whim a 
L1lmn•r h+t \'xplosivc- matt•t·i.il rn!al' hc-r boilt~r ~nd tht· 
~t1·:11m·r hi(·" up al lwr pi..-r. Tlw Fdton was latt'I' r<.'buil t 
and snld tm ('X<'lff~ion S\•rvicf' on th•~ C b1•supt>ake filly.'' 

1 Di<:tionary of I\ merican Oiogr.iphy. pp. 318-39. 

' Elliott, Hi<.:hard, Last of tliR. Steamboats 
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In HHO th~ s.1l<.>0n wa) th,mged to a grocery stort" 
In 1913, J T Cast pun:has('d th~ hottl a~ 11 rl'$idPnet­
{Mr$ Ashton Jr><tPr, fath~r) Mr. and Mrs Ashton }1,>stc1 
purc;h.is~d it in 1946 The Fountain Hou~!.' is now owned 
hv Frl'<l C:\Sp\"r a) ~ rl'Siclen<:~ and a groCl'TY nn<l mE>at 
n;arlo.d opl'nilcr.1 hy Nonll:ln lvlalull~')I Th~ oki Fountain 
ill•US(• Hoti.'l i~ l~atrcl on Main Strel'I rWlCt tu th(' 
railro.id. 
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Tht' t\ kthod1~: Ch11(ch 11><.-.il~·d on tht- corne-1· of 
l\l<1in ,111<1 CIIL!rd, Strn·b i, .111otht-1 ol 1-t>llc,n·_, I.uni• 
111;1d,~. A i.,bkt in th<' lro,11 1=,uhlt· .,f tht• ch1.11·d1 h.:a• th" 
cl.itt' 11;60 ('.1rvt>d m 11 which s,g11lf1('~ tht> d:1k l1f it~ ert-C· 
tim1 :rnti-clat1ng tlw Ct\'JI V,'ar carrring th" memory 
r\•fn>Xpl'<.'ll"l" I ." lu 1h.,. d,,ys ot 3J.i..,l'rr- I II fuel. llw f!PW~ iu 
tlw 1,tall\•Y~ wt'n .. built for .i11d (1cc11pwd by the sl;1vt'~ 
frt>(•d h" tlw Em,mci1>;1tion Proc-lamat1on of 
A b r,t h.1111 Li111.,t1l11. 
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It ha) hl' l'll told Lo nw that lhl' Railroad Station was 
oriµ:in,111~ i1ltl'lldt>d to be' bu ilt )1i.1 th of the Main Str~rt 
u,lv, ~vcth m. l.ut b nd wu:. d◊1,,,t<•d by Jaine>• R Conn':'1· 
for th~ localil111 to Lt• north of Main Strt-el. 

Tlic ud:1•t ol!i1.'<' w.1~ lut·.tll·d in tht' Ct"nter of tht" 
IH11ldm~ w1tl1 thl' bd1t'~ waitinS?, room on tht' north end. 
"lwrr no smok111.: ",\S allowt-<l Thl" 11wn~ wa1un~ room 
,1,1~ on the• suuth. l.'lid 1\ 1.•c11,l Stl)\'<.' \.\'as located tn each 
,,·:iitin~ n111m. J.iin<.'$ R Conner \!.'as thl· first $t,nlon 
ni,1st1.'r . .ind h<.' "a~ sur.c<'dC'd b:,, hi~ s<;>n J .B. Connt'r. who 
h.id b<:i·n c•n1 pi()vl'<i a~ .i tt>l~•~raph operator ,111d ticket 

agl'tlt l,inct' thl· ~tJ!ion wa~ first hu1h In 1856. In HHO. 
I. l) Mom,,\. tonJ.. the! job when Con1\nr rl!tir<.'d Harrr 
0 Bu~t1c:k ~un:t'l.'d,•d Morrnw nnd In turJl wc1~ ~u<:Cl'l-dt'd 
li) Ari,·,· Slau!!ht<.•r O,n Qu<-'t'll was th1.· last •'i!~·ol .it 
Fdton St.il11111 It <·lm,t-d Ill tlw Jgso· s. 

FORMER tANDMARKS 
Thl' mo~t fa1\l(ll•S l,indm,1rk - Tlw Sl·minary 
Th,• tlir,·,· ~too')' ~tr11c:tun· h 111 ... ,.,..,,,cl J~ a ~t·minary 

for yo111tg ladks and ~l·ntknw11, aml wa~ .i $a111t,1r1urn for 
tho\(· ,1fflidt•d with 1-p111al t·urvaturt'. lilindrwss. ,md 
ollh·r t.·hroni<..· • .-~,,,;, •.~ 

111 1Hb0. a )!Will) ol -..,1•.1lth~ l·\•llcm nll'O huilt llit· 

,t111d1crt· m, :1 privuk sc-111111I. ~lr Skinrwr. ti ~ra<luuk of 

D11·k1n~1111 ( :ollq.:~·. WJ, th<• 1.mndp.11 Tht· :-dmul provkl-
1·d lod~illj! lor it~ ,;tu<l,•11b who <:arJll· fwm f1·ltnn, :.ur­
ruu11di11~ .1r,•,1,. uml l\fol'y!a11d Tlw part·nt"lo prnvicl1•ci 
h,od I rnm hom<· lor th<' llll'lll~ 

Tiu· lirst floor w.is U$c•d for d:1$~wurns, th<' wt·und 
floor ,,. LI$ tlw ~irl • s dormitory, .ind tlit' th l I'd f1C1M for the:­
h r1y· ~ qu.irl\'t'l' 

Tlw ,•st.1blishnwnt wa~ tlwn 01w of tht- top ranldn~ 
Jlll,t1tutin11s of tlw Stale! ;111<l pmduct•cl ;,i Ion!! lint' ,,f 
,·d11,·ator>. Its mosl fatnou, ~radt11U<:' w as perhaps Jo lin 
BJi.M·tl l\loor<-'. Prrsld('nt ol tlw lntl'rnathm.il Law Court. 

Tlw ~dwul cl"St'<i m l.llR4 Thr<.'~ )'l'J rs lal4!r It (lP~n-

1 •d .1~ a Sa11it<1t·i1101 undl•r tlw lim.'<'tion of Dr Wt-bstc1·, 
1\.1 . R:1i1w~. 1\1 D .. who ~pPc1alized in <1k-1.·trical treatmi-nt 
Tlw h11ild111~ w-~~ th .. ,, or1111p1ed fM 5E'Vtr.il years U)' D r 
~Jmm·I T Cul,b;i~l' \Inti) liis dt"atli in 1915 

Tlw hu1lding, um:<:- :1~:1in hec:mw an institution of 
lt•.1min~ . ..,,ti, it~ s~k• ~" l'h,. Rn;u<i of Education. ll WllS 

11M'd as J !>Ul,)pl1m1entuy schoQI to lhl• r-~!Lon Public 
Sdi,1111 built ill 181\5, Both schools we-re d1scQntinuecl 
with thL' <lP,.•nin~ of th<.- ,ww ~,•hn.,I in l 929 

l'h,· pro111•rty p.s$s~d into th~' hands of Mrs. Willi:un 
1\.1.irkt'r who t)CC'llpi.,d ,t wtth h~r $00•1n-l:aw .ind 
d,wi;htt-r. Mr and Mrs. Jo,t>ph [')eLoog 300 Mr. :md 
!\Ir, J • .irne-~ 13i~liop l\1t- Harry Carli~k wa~ the last 
ow1wr Ht> h•n· 1t down for wood for b\1ni:.iluws in l!-156 . 
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CHAPTER IV 

The Delaware Railroad, Backbone of Delmarva's Rail System 

The key to the future of Delmarva railroading would be held by the first company to build a 
line down the center of the Peninsula, making subsequent roads tributary to it. As soon as 
major rail construction became practical, there were several projects intended to accomplish 
this. In 18.'36 the Eastern Shore Rail Road was begun with the purpose of running a railroad 
through the Eastern Shore of Maryland, while in the same year there was a railroad proposed 
to run through the Eastern Shore of Virginia and north through Delaware as far as 
Philadelphia. 

.. 

This view of the station o.t histork New Co.stle, Delaware is one of a series of photographs 
mo.de from stercoptican cards given to the State of Delaware by Mr. Robert J. Barkley. They 
date from the 1870's and arc an immensely valuable historic record. (Delawal"C State Archives, 
Dover, Delo.ware) 

On June 20, 1836 the Delaware Railroad was chartered with authority to build a railroad 
"from any point on or near the Wilmington and Susquehanna Railroad, or the New Castle and 
Frenchtown Railroad, to the southern line of the State, in a direction toward Cape Charles, with 
full power to construct lateral branches to Lewes, Seaford, or any other points or places within 
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This v ery rare old employ ee's t imetable was donated to t he Sta te Archives by Mr. Robert J . 
Barkley. Notice that the Eastern Shore Railroad was operated as an integral part of the 
Delaware Railroad. (Delaware State Archives, Dover , De lawar e) 
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the limits of the State of Delaware." A survey was made, but efforts to realize the necessary 
stock subscriptions fell short and the charter lapsed. This first failqre occurred despite the best 
efforts of the railroad's most ardent supporter, John M. Clayton, who was one of Delaware's 
most prominent citizens and later gained fame as U.S . Secretary of State. The economic 
conditions of the times destroyed all hopes of accomplishing any of the three projects for some 
time. 

In 1849, the charter of the Delaware Railroad was revived in a modified form, largely 
through the efforts of Samuel M. Harrington, Delllware's chief justice, who eloquently 
advocated it..c; merits. Nothing was done, however, until 1852 when the State of Delaware 

The station at Bear was qujte an architectural gem and may ;well have been a private dwelling 
converted to railroad use. (Post Card from Caley Historical Post Card Collection - Smyrna, 
Delaware) 

subscribed conditionally to 5,000 shares of the company's stock to be paid out of revenue 
derived from the New Castle & Frenchtown Rail Road as it accrued. Accordingly, the company 
was organized in May, 1852 with directors and officers appointed by the state, Samuel M. 
Harrington serving as president. In 1853 the Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad 
became interested in the new railroad and a reorganization was effected wherein Samuel M. 
Felton, president of the P. W. & B., Charles I. DuPont, and others became directors of the 
Delaware road to represent that company. 

Construction, which had begun rather tentatively the year before, was immediately pushed 
south from a junction with the New Castle & Frenchtown Rail Road between Bear and 
Glasgow. In 1854, when it became necessary to mortgage the properly for $200,000 in order to 
continue work, it was the P. W. & B. which guaranteed the bonds. When they still could not be 
sold, the P. W. & B. company advanced the money itself. The state came to the rescue in 1855 
with a loan of $170,000, secured by bonds endorsed by the P. W. & B. and stock owned by that 
company. 

On May 4, 1855 the Delaware Railroad was leased to the P. W. & B. for 21 years with a 
renewal option, later exercised for a corresponding period, at six percent on the capital stock 
and bonds and one-half of the company's profits over that amount. Construction was delayed in 
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Kirkwood; Delaware. (Delaware State Archives, Dover, Delaware) 

New Castle County by excessive demands for damages for the right-of-way, but was completed 
as far south as Middletown in August, 1855. In January, 1856 the line reached the state capital 
of Dover. On December 11, 1856, the Delaware Railroad was opened to Seaford, a total of 70.6 . 
miles. At this time Seaford was considered the railroad's goal and completion to that point was 
the culmination of the greatest internal improvement project ever undertaken in the state. It 
generated excitement on the level of the first Moon landing more than a century later. 
Consequently, this event was accompanied by imposing ceremonies, special excursion trains 
were greeted by volleys of cannon fire, and many of the state's most prominent citizens, 
including Governor Causey, made congratulatory speeches.1 

The Delaware Railroad did have charter authority to build to the southern border of the 
state and there had been discussion of extending the line to Tangier Sound in Maryland, the 
original terminal of the proposed Eastern Shore Rail Road. No definite plans were made to 
accomplish this until after the railroad had been "completed" to Seaford, however. In the 
"Engineer's Report of Preliminary Survey of the Unfinished Portion of the Direct Route 
between Philadelphia and Norfolk; comprising the Eastern Shore Railroad and Extension of 
the Delaware Railroad," which was written in December of 1858, the survey's engineer, E. Q. 
Sewall, Jr., superintendent of the Delaware Railroad, made this note ~t the outset: 

It is due to all concerned to state, that it was by a. subscription among individuals 
(chiefly in Wilmington and Laurel, Delaware, Salisbury and Princess Anne, Maryland, 
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and their vicinities,) that the expense of the Survey from Seaford to the Annemessic, 
and of this Report, was provided for. Under other circumstances, both might have been 
more complete. 

E. Q. S., Jr. 

Despite this complaint, Mr. Sewall's report was very carefully prepared and comprehensive in 
its study of the prospects of the project. It presented a bright picture of the, railroad's potential. 
Branches from Salisbury to Berlin and from Salisbury to Snow Hill were planned. The foresight 
and enthusiasm of these early supporters did not go unrewarded, either. On December 20, 1859, 
the Delaware Railroad was completed to the Maryland-Delaware line at the site of the present 
town of Delmar, 13 miles south of Seaford. Rails taken from the abandoned portion of New 
Castle & Frenchtown Rail Road were used in building this line. The Maryland portion of the 
route was built under the charter of the Eastern Shore Railroad, but was operated by the 
Delaware company. 

. ... 

The station at Middletown was one of the larger buildings on the Delaware Railroad. A ticket 
window was later added to the track side. For a short time early in the century the tro.veler 
could make connections here with the Odessa nnd Middletown Railway for a four mile trolley 
ride to Odessa. (Delaware State Archives, Dover, Delaware) 

In November of 1856, the Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore Railroad had taken formal 
control of the Delaware Railroad under its lease. The Delaware Railroad main line was operated 
to Wilmington and a junction with the parent P. W. & B. by way of its affiliates, the New Castle 
& Wilmington Railroad and a portion of the New Castle & Frenchtown Rail Road. The New 
Castle and Wilmington Railroad, chartered on February 19, 1839, was built by the P. W. & B. 
during the period of May through December, 1852 to provide a connection with its subsidiary, 
the New Castle & Frencbtown. It ran from a junction with the P. W. & B. west of Wilmington 
for 4.9 miles to New Castle, with an intermediate station later established at Farnhurst. 
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Stations on the Delaware Railroad at the time of its completion to Seaford were, from north 
to south, St. George's , Mt. Pleasant, Middletown, Townsend, Smyrna, Leipsic, Dover, Camden, 
Canterbury, Frederica, Milford Jct., Prettyman's Corner, Farmington, St. ,Johnstown, Cannon's 
Crossing, and Seaford. St. George's, just north of the Chesapeake & Delaware CanaJ crossing, is 
now Kirkwood. The station of Townsend was erected on land owned by Samuel T. Townsend 
and named a fter him by the railroad, despite the wishes of many people in the area who wanted 
the station to be n amed "Lancaster." The town of Leipsic was some distance east of its station 
and in 1861 the name of the station was changed to "Mooreton." It was again changed in 1888, 
at that time assuming its present name of "Cheswold." A community grew up around the 
station of Camden and was known as "West Camden." The name was changed in 1865 to 
"Wyoming" in honor of Rev. J. J. Pierce, a respected local citizen who was from Wyoming 
Valley, Pennsylvania. The station of Canterbury was a mile or so west of the town and is now 
known as "Viola." The town of Frederica was a good six or seven miles east of the station 
which served it. The station was later renamed "Felton" after Samuel M. Felton, president of 

This was the original station which served the capital city of Dover. A portion of the building 
was incorporated into the station which replaced it. The newer structure, with its ancient 
Greek facade, was hailed when built as one of the most ornate railroad depots in the country. It 
still stands and is in use by the State of Delaware. {Delaware State Archives, Dover, Delaware) 
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Wyoming, Delaware. (Delaware State Archives) 

the P. W. & B. who succeeded President Harrington of the Delaware Railroad upon his death in 
1865. Milford Jct. was originally known as "Clarke's Comer," but was renamed in 1856 when it 
was designated as the point from which a branch road to Milford would diverge. The name was 
changed in 1859 to "Harrington" in honor of the first president of the Delaware Railroad. The 
station of Prettyman's Corner was discontinued at a very early date. The name of the station at 
present-day Greenwood was originally selected by the railroad as "St. Johnstown," an old post 
town in the vicinity. However, when a townsite was laid out around it, the place was called 
"Greenwood" due to the abundance of holly trees in the area. 

When, in 1859, the Delaware Railroad was extended to Delaware's southern border, the end 
of the line was called "Delmar," taking the first three letters of the names of the two states 
which met there. Intermediate points were Laurel and Broad Creek, just north of Laurel. By 
1861 stations had been established at Blackbird, south of Townsend, and at Bridgeville, south 
of Greenwood. By 1868 there were stations at Sassafrass Road, south of Blackbird; Brenford, 
south of Clayton (earlier Smyrna Station); Dupont, south of Mooreton; Willow Grove, south of 
Wyoming; Plymouth, at Canterbury Station; ' and Bacon, south of Laurel. The town of 
Sassafrass was, and is, way over in Maryland and the station of Sassafrass Road became 
Green Spring in 1871. The town of Willow Grove was about five miles west of the station. There 
was a town and post office of Fredonia at the site of Willow Grove Station. In 1869 the name 
was changed to "Woodside," the present name of the town. In the 1860's a group of New 
Englanders, the American Baptist Home Mission Society, attempted to found a model 
community, n amed "Plymouth," about two miles south of Canterbury Station. It never 
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.,.,ounted to anything, but for a short time there was a station of Plymouth listed in the 
,-llrond's timetables. It apparently was not a separate stop, though, as the times shown are the 
94Hll' us for Can t.P.rbury. • 

The junction of the Delaware Railroad with the Pennsylvania & Delaware Railway, which 
•JI!! lnid across the Delaware road north of Kirkwood in 1873, became known as "Porter." By 
U,11 I HBO's there was a station established at Armstrong, between Mt. Pleasant and Middletown, 
,ind by the turn of the century there was a station at Ross, between Cannon and Seaford. 

When the Delaware Railroad was being built, the line was surveyed so as to pass about one 
,nllu west of Smyrna, along the most practical engineering route. In order to divert the railroad 

r •ctly through their town, the residents of Smyrna were called upon to invest a huge sum, 
l,uul. $40,000, to make up for the added cost. This the town could not manage at that early date. 

1'hu11, the railroad went through as planned and the station for Smyrna was erected one mile 
w1'tlt of town, near a place called "Jimtown."2 Within ten years of the completion of the railroad, 
tho need was felt for more direct and convenient transportation for the town. Accordingly, in 
IA66 a subsidiary of the Delaware Railroad, the Smyma Station and Smyrna Railroad 

Even the freight house at Wyoming, Delaware was a little fancy. (Delaware State Archives) 
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Company, built a branch of one mile from the Delnware main line to serve the town of Smyrna.3 

"Smyrna Station" continued to develop an identity of it.s own and was shortly renamed 
"Clayton" after John M. Clayton, the gentleman who had figured prominently in the Delaware 
Railroad's history. In 1885 the offices and shops of the Delaware Division of the P . W. & B. were 
moved to Clayton (the Delaware Railroad and its branches had formed the Delaware Division 
since 1870). As Clayton was the division headquarters and the junction with the Smyrna 
Branch and later two other railroads, it became one of Delmarva's largest rail centers . 

., 

The camera was in its infancy when this photograph w os made at Fel ton, Delaw ar e a nd 
everyone knows that his pictUTe is being taken , We'r e reeJly fortunate to h ave fine old photos 
such as this , although it's e a sy to wish that even more h ad been taken back in the " olden d ays." 
(Delaware State Archives, Dover, Delaware) 

In 1867 another subsidiary, the Townsend Branch Railroad Company, built a line from 
Townsend through Van Dyke, Delaware and Morris (later Golts), in Maryland to Ma'ssey in 
order to connect with the Queen Anne's & Kent Railroad. In the same year, the Delaware 
Railroad built another spur, known as the Dorchester Branch, from Seaford six miles to the 
Ma ryland line to meet the Dorchester & Delaware Railroad and loaned that company sufficient 
capital to complete its line to Cambridge. The total cost of the Delaware Railroad and its 
branches was $2,206,710.89:1 

In 1863, shortly after the completion of the Delaware Railroad, there was a bumper peach 
crop which, coupled with a car shortage, made it difficult for farmers t-0 market their produce. 
Grumblings then began to be heard concerning the money which had been spent by the state to 
aid the railroad. It was suggested that, rather than helping to build the Delaware Railroad, 
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perhaps the money would have been more wisely spent for improvements in the road system or 
other alternate forms of transportation. A suit brought by the growers resulted in a huge award 
for damages being paid by the company.5 

A severe storm in 1873 damaged the bridge over the Chesapeake & Delaware Canal and 
suspended rail traffic for a week. The importance and vulnerability of this vit.al link was again 
demonstcated a century later when in 1973 a freighter rammed the lift bridge, rendering the line 
out of service for seven months. 

The peach growing interests of the Eastern Shore were a source of considerable revenue to 
the railroad. In 1876 shipmenta of this commodity totaled 4,536,751 baskets or 9,072 car loads. 
The growth in other products was good also. It was in that year that the state loan of $170,000 
was finally paid off. 6 

The P. W. & B. continued t.o improve it.s connections with the Delaware Railroad, expediting 
movements to and from the Peninsula. This included the purchase of the New Castle & 

Sailing vessels once mude the trip up the Nanticoke River to Seaford, passing through the 
9wing bridge of the Delaware Railroad shown here. (Delaware State Archives, Dover, 
Delaware) 
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The original station at Smyrna was lotated on the site presently occupied by the firehouse. This 
wa.s a very central location in town and some street-running was required to reach it. 
Eventually, the track was cut hack and the building shown here was erected on 11 site on th"' 
westerly side of town. (Post Card from Caley Historical Post Card Collection - Smyrna, 
Delaware) • ; 

Wilmington Railroad in 1876, the purchase of the Newark & Delaware City Railroad in 1881, 
and the construction in 1888 of the New Castle Cut-Off. The last-mentioned line ran five and a 
half miles from the south end of the Shellpot Branch to New Castle and provided a short-cut 
from the Delmarva main line to Edgemoor Yard east of Wilmington. It was sold to the Dela ware 
Railroad in 1891.; 

The Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore Railroad, thro'ugh its control of the Delaware 
Railroad, became the dominant. force in the Delmarva rail network. It was involved to a greater 

Clayton, Delaware, junction of the Delaware Railroad, the Smyrna Branch, the Delaware & 
Chesapeake Railway, and the Smyrna & Delaware Bay Railroad, as well as the location of the 
division headquarters and shops. (Post Card from Caley Historical Post Card Collection -
Smyt·na, Delaware) 
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• IPt1ser extent in the construction of most of the branch roads and they all sooner or later came 
11nrlcr its wing. It also exerted considerable political influence in the State of Delaware through 
lh• ium of the century. 

The P. W. & B., as a vital rail route, was the object of much intrigue on· the part of the 
holtimore & Ohio and Pennsylvania Railroads, who at that time were the fiercest of 
rnnll)etitors. In 1880 a syndicate was formed by the B. & 0. for the purpose of acquiring a 
.. ,otrolling interest of the P. W. & B.'s stock. On February 22, 1881 it was announced by the B. 

A 0, that its organization had purchased this interest. This seems to have been somewhat 
19n,muture, for 1.he Pennsylvania immediately offered a higher price and obtained control.8 With 
th P. W. & B. into the Pennsylvania System went its ext.ensive rail properties on Delmarva. 
l'hi6 left the key to the future of Eastern Shore railroading in the hands of the P. R. R. 

FOOTNOTES 
1. For the early history of the Delaware Railroad, Scharfs History of Delaware was heavily relied 

upon. . 
2. Information regarding the stations of the Delaware Railroad comes from a variety of sources, 

ncluding information supplied by Mr. Hugh R. Gibb, various old maps nnd timetables, and a number of 
local histories. 

3. Scharf, p. 430. 
4. Ibid., p. 430. 
5. Delaware A G1tide to the Fir8t State, p. 78. 
6. Scharf, p. 430. 
7. Sharf, p. 426 and Interstate Commerce Commission Valuation Reports, Volume 23, p. 267 - Docket 

No. 903; Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore Railroad. 
8. Scharf, p. 425. 
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7. REPRESErlTATION ON OTHl:'.R SURVEYS: 

TITLE: _______________________ N ____ _ 

TITLE: _______________________ # ____ _ 

T[TLE: ______ ......,. _______________ ·N ---,----
~ \ I .,__ -.....,.., .. ~•'Ila 

8. YOUR NAME: •~w ~\a,. TEL. Iii'• '-'' -\'teo 

YOUR ADDRESS: ~\IN' S1. Qo \ ~ l:; C. f.L"Tciw ~ ~ \ '\ ~ '-(. ~ 

ORGANIZATION (if any) rtr,lw..., c~""-lSSlo--.~ DATE: ----

USE BLACK INK ONLY 

v., .. ---·· ··-;-, ... # ~'. - -........ '\--;;:-;: .. ~ 
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• :· J,~~./V ca • _ • 
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9, C0Mt1!::NTS: 

Consider the following : 

rel ationsh1p to setting 
associated traditions or 
noteworthy features 
compar1son with others in 
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CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY 
STRUCTURAL DATA FORM 

DELAWI\RE BUREAU OF 
ARCHAEOLOGY AND HISTORIC 
PRESERVAT IO~l 
HALL OF RECORDS 
DOVER, DELAWARE 19901 
(302) 678-5314 

- f ~-----------•' Form CRSJl 
FOR OFFICE USE ONLY 

CRS I 
Quad 
SPO map# 
Hundred 
DOCUMENT 20-06/78/04/o 

l DOR OF S O \ n _ l ,._~ ["' .1 lo-..J ~-~' . I\ ESS TRUCTIJRE : _l'a...:..P......:.\1.....:....;...1"-0_0...,;;o;..._"c..._.-c._....:.t_-_.'-____________ _ 

2. DtSCRISE THE STRUCTURE AS COMPLETELY AS POSSIBLE: 

a) Overall shape 
s tor·i es o•I 
bays 8•, ... ,,.. .... ._€'•1'- 11114 "-'"~-, 

wings 

b) Structural system 

c) Foundt1tion &p,,,cJ,(. 
materials 
hasement Nu,< 

d) Exterior walls %t.,u4. 
materials 
r:olor(s) ~o 

e) Roof 
shape 
cornice 
dormers 
chimney lo~atioo(s) 

f) Windows 
spacing \~ \..,1i \o..l•'\I'\ fAw ~\o..~0-1 ~, -r,.., 
type 
trim 
shutters 

g} Door 
spacir.g 
type 
trim 

h) Porches 
location(s) 
,natertal s 
supports 
trim 

i) Interior details (if acc11saib1a) 

USE BlAGK ·iNK :QkLY 
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3. C0NDfTJ0N: good deteriorated--~--

4. INTEGRITY: a) original site -,I. b} moHd 

c) if moved, when and from where • 

d) list major alterations and d3tes (if known) 

\ocJ, OIIU.\.Mo.i~ C."-''t \AuL.: ___ -~· 
5 , DATE OF INITIAL CONSTRUC1 l ON: \8So 
6. ARCHITECT/BU!LDEK: 

-- . - ---··· -- ------------------------------ -----
7. RELATED OUTBUILOJNGS: 

a) barn b) carriage house ___ c) garage ___ d) privy-~--

e) shed f) greenhouse __ g) shop--·· h) gardens _____ _ 

i) icehouse j) springhouse ____ k) other ___ --''-------

der.cribe; 

8. ORIEFLY DISCUSS THE ORIGINAL AND SUBSEQUENT USES OF THE S¥RUCTURE. NOT£ ANY 
ASSOC !AT JONS WITH HISTORIC £VENTS OR PERSONS: 
~u..,~~ ci,\~\NIII,~\,..- cu,~,,..,..c,H4. A\. Q111\l"N,.-A. .qC.,'- t.~~ 
(ta,L. ..... ~ ~ .... C_, ... t.. V~4. <lr.v'-'V.,~ ., • Al,\--,.... ~'\ ... ,1 • .,. 

J(G~ • 5',.;,.-., "t~k- ~•11 \,,l,,w,,_ \I~' cr,a ••"-I.~ 11,,o•J ... ~,,'t .. -"""­
'"-' .,c...._ \'lu,w c .... tMo\.. .. ~\~ ....... ~. 

9. PRIMARY REFrnENCES: (incl udc- I oca ti on of reference) 

10. SLiltV£ 'fOR: ____________ DATE OF FORM: _____ _ 

USE BLACK INK ONLY 
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ble they would be· sold for the benefit of their Agent, Mr. Mills, and the employees of the 
Stockholders or Bondholders at a period more Company. 
or less remote "and in order that the Directors FRUIT TRAFFIC, 
might have authority to acquire, by purchase, The plantations of small fruits as well 
such roads if their acquisition was desired by as of peaches, which everywhere abounded, 
the Board," at the Stockholders Meeting proved to be a great blessing to the people 
January 8th 1874 full power was given the Di~ of the Peninsula in the period of the "Hard 
rectors to negotiate and complete the purchase times." The ready money returned from their 
of any such roads, and to arrange a mode of sale in the cities was distributed largely for 
paying for the same without further action of labor among all classes in the country, and the 
the Stockholders, but with the consent of the operations of numerous fruit canning, and evap-
Lessee of this road" orating establishm{;nts, gave employment to 

RENI•:WAL OF LEASE. many hundreds of women and children. 
It may be proper here to state that notice The quantity of fruit shipped by railroad 

was duly given by the Lesee of the road, that from year to year varied greatly j the crop of 
in accordance with the provisions of the orig- peaches, especially, was subject to disaster. by 
inal contract they had "elected to renew the frost and other climatic influences, as well as 
lease of the Delaware Railroad for twenty one from the attacks of curculio. Sometimes the 
years longer, at the expiration of the first fruit was only destroyed in certain sections of 
term, May 4th 1876." the country, leaving enough unharmed at 
IMPROVEMENTS ON THE LINE ot- THE ROAD. other places to supply the markets; at other 

The aspect of the country near the Dela- times, perhaps. but half a crop was left; and 
ware Railroad had undergone many important if it so extended throughout the peach grow­
changes in the twenty years since the opening ing region, the returns from sales would prove 
at Seaford. During that period, and more more satisfactory than from a foll crop by 
especially in the years of active business pros- which the markets would have been glutted 
perity that succeeded the war; and before the with inferior fruit and the prices consequently 
financial disasters of r873 overtook the country low. The heaviest crop of peaches ever 
and paralyzed business, improvements were grown on the Peninsula or shipped over the 
everywhere to be seen springing up in town Delaware Railroad was fo I 87 5. Conferences 
and country on the line of the road. Well were held between committees appointed by 
cultivated farms had succeeded to the dense the fruit growers, and the railroad authorities, 
forests and jungle that stretched for miles to- to arrange for the shipment and distribution of 
gether on the borders of the roadway when it so large a crop, estimated at five or six mil­
was first opened. New villages had grown up lions of baskets. 
at Clayton, Wyoming, Felton, Harrington, The schedule of freight charges, embraced 
Farmington and other principal stations. all the large cities within the distance to Chi­
Tasteful residences, public schools, academies cago and Cincinnati in the West, and to Bos­
and churches in the larger towns presented in- ton at the East. The extent of the shipmen::s 
ducements to people seeking new homes, and will be shown by the following items from 
brought many settlers to their neighborhood. President Fe I ton's report of 1876. 
The substantial and attractive appearance of ' 'The total number of baskets of pt":aches 
the new brick Passenger Depots and grounds, sent to market over the Delaware Railroad was 
ornamented with plants and flowers, which 4,536,751, and of car loads, 9,072. The highest 
were now to be seen at many of the stations, number of basket~ shipped in one day 209,000, 

showed the traveler that the managers of the and of loaded cars, 418 ;" beside peaches, 905 
railroad were performing a commendable part car loads of berries anJ other fruits were sent 
in thus educating, cultivating and rc:fining the I to market in this prolific yt:ar. 
tastes of the people. In all the plans for im- 1 The season for fruit shipments was short; 
proving the Delaware Road ., the Presidents of for peaches, not exceeding six weeks ; the 
the two Companies were in full accord, and I moving of this crop requiring the llSe of an 
Superintendent Kenny's instructions were , unusually large number of cars, as those 
promptly and ably carried out by the General sent to distant places could not be unloaded 

4 I 
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Delaware 
Delaware's principal municipality, Wilmington, lies virtually centered between New 
York and Washington on the highly traveled Northeast Corridor. Train service was his­
torically dominated by the Pennsylvania Railroad, headquartered in nearby Philadelphia. 
Other than a fairly large station in Wilmington and a mid-size one in Newark (home of 
the University of Delaware), the remaining stations are-and were-in rural settings. 

CLAYTON 

CIAYTON RAILROAD STATION 

Bassett Street 

C. 1855 

The Italianate-style Clayton depot is the best 
Delaware example of a very early standardized 
design. A smaller version stands at Felton (NR 
District), but the roof has been altered. United 
States Secretary of State John M. Clayton initi­
ated the original charter of the line, known as 
the Delaware Railroad (financially controlled 

by the Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore 
and later the Pennsylvania Railroad) . The 
Clayton station was built of brick and, unlike 
Felton, lacked an agent's bay. Its double doors 
and small-paned windows were all topped with 
molded arches and fanlights. Pierced by two 
ridge chimneys with decorative tops, the roof 
had wide eaves supported by brackets. Inside, 
the floor was brick. By 1868, the depot was sur­
rounded by a freight house, an express office, 
an eating saloon, a hotel, and several stores. 
After 1885, Clayton became a division head­
quarters and one of the Delmarva Peninsula's 

Early postcard view of the Clayton station shows two chimneys on the depot and 
o platform canopy (to the right), all now gone. 
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"-•fJest railroad centers, although the general 
•o•a remained agricultural. Passenger service 
.. ,Jcled in the 1950s. NR. [Privately owned. 
i\nllques store-for sale.] 

DOYER 

DoVER RAILROAD STATION 

West end of loockerman Street 

c. 1856, 1911 

The Philadelphia, Wilmington & Baltimore first 
~ached the state capital at Dover in 1856. 
Traffic generated by abundant peach crops 
nnd by the Civil WaI contributed to the line's 
prosperity. In 1911, the Pennsylvania Railroad 
f PW &B successor) expanded and remodeled 
lhe Dover station into a more elaborate 
Georgian Revival style. Enlarged again in the 
1950s, it was altered two decades later for jus­
tice of the peace offices. The state is consider­
Ing a commuter service between Wilmington 
and Dover, with the old depot as a new multi­
modal center. NR District. [State of Delaware. 
Magisterial courtrooms and offices.] 

MONTCHANIN 

MONTCHANIN RAILROAD STATION 
AND Posr OFFICE 

Montchanin Road (State Route l 00) at 
Rockland Road 

1889 

Wilmington and the surrounding estate area 
(known locally as "chateau country") has been 
the domain of the French-born du Pont family 
since the early 1800s. Montchanin was one of 
four stations on the Wilmington & Northern 
Railroad (later the Reading system) that were 
named after places in France or for family 
members. Colonel Henry A. du Pont was the 
president and general manager of the 
Wilmington & Northern, a line useful for mov­
ing black powder and anthracite between the 
Du Pont Company's mills in Wilmington and 
coal mines in Pennsylvania. Montchanin, orig­
inally called Du Pont Station, was also the local 
post office. A two-story frame structure with a 
teme-rnetal roof and a porte-cochere, the 
Montchanin depot sits today along a freight 
line, in a setting little changed over the years. 

Dover station after its 191 l expansion. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
See instructions in How to Complete Nat;onal Reg;ster Forms 
Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 
historic: Felton Railroad Station 

------ -------·-·-·- ........... -. .... _. -··-----------

and/or common 

2. Location 
street & number E, Railroad Avenue ____ not for publication 

-------

city, town Felton _ vicinity of congressional district One 
--- -- ·- . -------------------------

state Delaware code lO county Kent 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district 
~- bullding(s) 
_structure 
_site 
_object 

Ownership 
-~public 
_·private 
___ both 
Public Acquisition 
__ In process 
___ being considered 

Status 
_occupied 
---x- unoccupied 
. ___ work in progress 
Accessible 
_.x_ ves: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
_no 

4. Owner of Property 

name Town of Felton 

Present Use 
_ agrlculture 
_ commercial 
_ educatlonal 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
. _ Industrial 
.. _military 

____ , _____ , __________________ _ 

street & number Box 329 

code OOl 

__ .museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
__ scientific 
-----X- transportation 
_ other: Proposed as 

Town Office 

-----, ..... ----------------------------------·-----

city, town Felton _ vicinity of state Delaware 19943 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc:. J.<ent county CoJ.U:t.hc.1,...1s...,e..__ __ 
... ----------------

street & number The Green 

city, town Dover state Delaware 19901 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

title Dela~are c~~ural Resource survey: 
(K-335} 

date 1980 ______ ., .. __ ... _, ___ _ 

has this property been determined elegible? _ yes X --~ 

_ federal ~ state _ county __ local 
----·· --.. - -· ·-· 

depository for survey records 03:~_ Stat_e _House, The ~reen ~.!~~B~~ -~~.2.! .. __________ _ 

city, town 
Dover state Delaware 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
_good 
_!_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated unaltered 
_ ruins altered 
~- unexposed 

Check one 
-1L original site 

moved date ~-----------

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Felton Railroad Station is a one-sided type, single level, brick passenger 
depot constructed in 1868 by the Delaware Railroad Company in the southern Kent 
County tam of Felton. It supplanted an earlier frame depot plotted in Beer's 
Atlas of Delaware, Felton map, (1868) at the center of town where Main Street 
crossed the railway. The present building is located three blocks north of the 
site of the first depot, on Railroad Avenue East directly by the tracks between 
Sewell Street and High Street. 

Best described as "truncated" Italianate, the low mass of the 1-story brick 
building is offset by a regular placement of round-headed doorways and windavs 
defining three principal chambers aligned with its rectangular plan. The 
coursing of the exterior brickwork varies, with 6, 7 and a-course conman bond 
segments present on each wall. The nost distinctive architectural feature is 
the projecting double row of header bricks defining the heads of the doorways 
and windavs. The present low-hipped canposition shingled roof with shallow, 
bracketless eaves, a replacement of unknown vintage, is very similar to the ori­
ginal standing seam sheet metal-clad hipped roof with deep eaves apparent in a 
late-nineteenth-century photc,graph of the station. The central bay of the 
building, defined on the facade by a projecting bav-front window, housed the 
ticket office, telegraph station and business office. The other two chambers 
which flank the office were used as waiting rooms (perhaps, at first, segregated 
by gender), each with a round-headed double door on both facade and rear eleva­
tions as a means of access. The northernmost waiting room was later converted 
into a baggage room, with the facade doorway widened and reinforced with heavy 
plank jambs and a beam lintel to accamnodate a hand-car operating on a short run 
of rail going through the doorway to the edge of railway to.facilitate baggage 
handling. The single surviving original door, on the north exterior wall of the 
baggage room, features four slightly raised, square shouldered-panels with 
heavy, applied Grecian c,gee mc>ulding. The windows are now temporarily covered 
by plywood as rehabilitation continues for eventual use as town offices. 
Originally, they housed tall, two-over-two pane sash windows. 



8. Significance 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
_1400-1499 
_ 1500-1599 
_1600-1699 
_1700-1799 
__K_ 1 800-1899 
_1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ archeology-prehistoric _ community planning 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation 
_ agriculture _ economics 
_K._ architecture _ education 

_ landscape architecture_ religion 
_ law _ science 
_ literature _ sculpture 
_ military _ social/ 

_art 
_commerce 

~ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_theater 

_ communications 1 • 

~ exploration/settlement _ philosophy 
_ industry _ politics/government --1l transportation 

_ other (specify) ~. invention 

Specific dates 1868 Builder/Architect 

Stateinent of Sigl\i.fic;ence lil\.cm• paragraph) . . . . • 
Tne Felton Hai~road ~tat1on 1s a significant architectural symbol of the central 
role of the Delaware Railroad in the post-Civil War economic developnent of 
Delaware as a means of rapid and efficient transfer of passengers, goods and 
produce throughout the Delmarva Peninsula. 

The Delaware Railroad, connecting the agricultural hinterlands of Delaware and 
portions of the Eastern Shore of Maryland to northern markets by way of 
Wilmington and Philadelphia, represented a regional culmination of the railroad 
building mania sweeping America in the mid-nineteenth century. Envisioned as a 
link between existing northern and southern railways, the Delaware Railroad 
operated the length of the state by 1859, and by 1866 was extended to the town 
of Crisfield, Maryland, on the Chesapeake Bay. 

Prior to the contruction of the railroad, Felton consisted of a few frame 
buildings scattered along Main Street, a transpeninsular road connecting the 
early-nineteenth-century tCMn of Frederica, Delaware, on the Murderkill River, 
with Choptank Bridge sane 25 miles to the west in Maryland. 

The econcrnic and commercial optimism generated by the railroad brought into 
being a new canmunity in Felton. A 1868 map of the town in'Beer's Atlas of 
Delaware, portrays the town's plan for future develo:pnent along a gridded street 
plan centered on a new town square several blocks to the north of Main Street. 
The Felton Railroad Station, built in 1868 just as the Atlas of Delaware was 
published, was oonspicuously sited as a focal•point to encourage planned growth 
in the undeveloped area of town that filled in during the later decades of the 
century. The town was named for Samuel N. Felton of Philadelphia, elected pre­
sident of the Delaware Railroad Company in 1865 and a member of its board for 
over 35 years. 

In sirnliar fashion, other towns springing up along the route of the railroad at 
this time were named for other railroad officials. 

Manlove Hayes, a director of the Delaware Railroad Company, accurately appraised 
the social and eoonornic benefits arising from the railway in his History of the 
Delaware Railroad (1888): 

"Well cultivated farms had succeeded to the dense forests and jungles 
that stretched for miles together on the borders of the railway when 
it was first opened. New villages had grown up at Clayton, Wyoming, 
Felton, Harrington, Farmington and the other principal stations. 
Tasteful residences, public schools, academies and churches in the 
larger towns presented inducements to people seeking new banes and 
brought many settlers to the neighborhood. The substantial and 
effective a~arance of the new brick Passenger Depots and grounds, 
ornamented with plants and flowers, which were to be seen at many of 
the stations, showed the travelers that the managers of the railroad 
were performing a carmendable part in their educating, cultivating, 
and refining tfie tastes of a people." 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Continuation Sheet 

10. Geographical Data Aer~~[ HO! ~Htif ~cB 
Acreage of nominated property ___Less than ..J.,LA. Ac.re 

Quadrangle name Wyoming 

UMT References 

A~ 14 Is 1° 11 e e I 14 ~ I !1 ~ 91 01 ~ 
zone Easting Northing 

C LL.J I I I I 
ELLJ I I I I 
Gl.u I I I I 
Verbal boundary description and Justification 

BW I I I I 
Zone Easting 

""""'.'-:-'" ___ I I ii I 
Northing 

ow I I ............ ___ 1 ... I...._. ___ _ 

FW I I ......................... J .... I...._.__._.......,._..,..,. 
HW I I _.__........,_,__~I 1--I _.___.__._.......,._,__ 

The nominated property includes only the building itself. The dimensions are approximatel 
SOX 24 feet. 

-----------------·----------- ------------
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Dean E. Nelson, Historian 
····- ··-·-----------

organization Bureau of Archaeology & His.!.• Preservatiodate May 22, 1_9_8_0 ________ _ 

street & number Old State House, The Green, P.O. Boxl40lelephone (302)-736-5685 
---·-··-------

city or town Dover stateDelaware 19901 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

__ national __ state X __ local 
-·-·--------------

Aa the dealg nated State Hlstorl c Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 ( Publlc Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National ~~j_ster and certify that it has been evaluated 
~cor:ing to the criteria and procedurea set forth by th . eritage 7°/l'lservatl __ d / / re !Y6n Service. 

PU Y _ / 
State Historic Preservation Officer sign~ture ,. 
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United States Department of the Interior 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory-Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet # 1 Item number B Page 2 

The country passenger depots built by the Delaware Railroad C.anpany throughout 
the state during the second half of the nineteenth century came from plan books 
whose basic tenants were later codified by railroad architect Walter Gilman Berg 
in his treatise Buildings and Structures of American Railroads (1893). 
Discussing the particulars of smaller facilities, he wrote: 

"Where standard designs or 'class depots' are adapted, stress should 
be laid on having the designs irodified in minor details, so as to 
avoid a nonotonous sameness of similar structures along the road. 
This can be easily accanplished by making modifications in the details 
of the exterior finish, gables, dormer windows, ridge cresting, finials, 
roof brackets, chimneys, etc., without in reality changing the ground plan 
or the frame or walls of the buildings." 

The Felton Railroad Station, considered as an element in a tmified network of 
Delaware Railroad stations surviving from the second half of the nineteenth cen­
tury, is a good exanple of the architectural percepts govering much of the 
railroad depot construction of the time. Its architectural and historical 
qualities are paralleled in the stations of Middletown and Seaford, both listed 
in the National Register for their association with Delaware railroading. In 
addition, nominations are currently being developed for the Milford Railroad 
Station and Wyoming Railroad Station to document their respective and collective 
significances in Delaware's heritage . . 

Since the primary significance of the site is as an architectural symbol, the 
nominated property includes only the building itself. The imnediately 
surrounding grotmd is not considered to have any particular significance, 
although the relationship of the structure to the surrounding town of course 
does. This same reasoning was used to determine the boundary for a sibling 
structure, the Wyoming Railroad Station, which was entered in the National 
Register December 4, 1980. 
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Inventory-Nomination Form 
Continuation sheet Item number Revisions 

Felton Railroad Station, Kent County, Delaware 
Revisions and Clarifications requested 12/80 

Page 

7. The appearance of the station has not and will not be altered under present 
plans. These plans involve simple repair of existing exterior features rather 
than alteration of any of them. Such original interior fabric as remains will 
also be retained in the course of conversion to to\-m offices. 'rhe repair work 
is proceeding on an ad hoc basis using local, donated labor, and no formal reha­
bilitation proposal exists. current photographs are enclosed to document these 
statements. 

8. See re-typed form. The first four paragraphs were inadvertently anitted 
from the original form. The final paragraph contains a boundary justification. 

10. See re-typed form. 
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Name: Felton Railroad Station 

Location: Felton, 'Delaware 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
DatG: 4/80 
Looo.tion of Negative:Div. of Historical & cultural Affairs, 

B/A&HP, Old State House, The Green, Dover, Del. 19901 
Descriptio'1: facade and north wall 

Photograph Nun,ber: l of 8 NOV 3 l980 

.U. 13 1981 





Name: Felton Railroad Station 

Location: Felton, Del-are J/ /~ 
Photographer: -Dean E. Nelaon ~ 
Dsite: 4/80 
Location of Negative: Div. of Hist. ~ CUltural Affairs, 

B/AiaP, Old Stam House, 'ffle Green, Dover, Del. 19901 
Descriptioij: facade <-st elevation) 

Photograph Number: 2 of 8 NOV 3 1900 

J.l Ii 1981 
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Name '! Pel.ton Railn,ad Station 

Location: !'eltGo, Del•~ 

Photographer: Dean E. Belson 
Dato: 4/80 
Location of Negative:Div. of Bi•t. , CUltural Affairs, . 

B/MiBP, ~Old State Bouse, 'J.'he , Gzeen, Dowr, Del. 19901 
Desorip-tion: rear alevaticn amt aouth ·vall 

Photograph NU111ber: 3 of 8 
IOV3 a 

J.l. -J 3 1981 





Name: Felton Railroad Station 

Location: Felton, Delaware 

Photographer:. Dean E. Nelson 
Date: 4/80 
Location of Negative: Div. o~ Hi•t~ 

B/Aii!P, Old State House,. The Green, Do'!lll!lr, Del. 19901 
Description: facade elevation and south wall 

Photograph Number: 4 of 8 

IOV3 -

Jl. I 3 1981 
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Name: FelbXl Railroad Station 

Location: Felton, Delawaxe 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Date: 4/80 
Location of Negative: Div, of Hist. & CUltural Affairs, 

B/A&IIP, Old Stat:a House, '!he Green, Dover, Del. 19901 
Description: window detail 

Photograph H11111ber: 5 of 8 #0V1 _, 
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Name: Felton Railroad Station 

Location: Felton, Delaware 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Date: 4/80 
Location of Negative: Div. of 

B/A&HP, Old State House,. The 
Description: north elevation 

Photograph NU111ber: 6 of 8 

~,.2:=tl0::J 
Green, Dover, Del. 19901 

lfOY 3 100r 

J.l. i 3 1981 
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Name: Felton Railroad Station 

Location: Felton, Delaware 

Photographer: Dean E. Nelson 
Date: 4180 
Location of Negative:Div. of Hist. & CUltural Affairs, 
B/A&HP, Old State House, '!he Green, Dover, Del. 19901 
Description: 

south wall doorway 

Photograph Number: 7 of 8 

"ov 3 1980 
Jliil 3 l98l 





Na:ne: Felton Railroad Station 

~:,:::::::;,h::~ to::r:::::t Mr-.~ 
Dato: Unknown f.../'F:·~~7 -
Locatio:1 of ITGgative: Div. of Historical & Cultural Affairs, 
B/A&MR, Hall of Records, Dover, Del. 19901 
Descrlpticn: 

station c. 1890 

Photograph Number~ 8 of 8 

.11.. I 3 1981 
ttOV a ao 
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·' 
Bame~ _Felton Railroad Station 

-1~--, 
·-.. -~---

' 
Locatfon11 F~lton, Kent County, Delaware J.l. I 31981 

"~ 
Photographer~ ~triaia Wright ., 
Date: 4/81 
Location of Negatlve,i Bureau of Archaeology &_ Hist. Pres. 
Old State House, The Green, Dover, DE 19901 

Description: view from southeast 

Photograph Number: supplementary pboto9raph #2 of 2 





Name: Felton Railroad Station 

Location: Felton, Kent County, Delaware 
•15118\ 

Photographer: Patricia Wright 
Date: 4/81 ..ll. I 3 1981 
Locat1on of Negative: Bureau of Archaeology & Hist. Pres. 

Old State House, '11le Green, Dover, DE 19901 
Description: view from northwest 

Photograph Nlllllber: supplementary photograph #1 of 2 
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