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The Delaware Public Archives unveiled a new historical marker in Smyrna on March 2. This !"larker, located at 110 
South Street, stands in front of a building that once served as a school for local students. Pictured, from left: 28th 
District Representative Bruce Ennis; Russ McCabe, director of the Delaware Public Archives; and Marty and LuAnn 
Maxey, the owners of the residence. (Photo by Seth Clevenger) 

Maxey home was once School District # 5 
A group of Smyrna residents and representatives 

from the Delaware Public Archives met on March 2 at 
the home of Marty and LuAnn Maxey to unveil a new 
historic marker a t the site . 

.. The Maxeys' home, located at 110 South Street in 
Smyrna , was once a s chool for local students du ring 
the 1800s . 

This wooden bu ilding, along 'wi th a n adJoining 
brick building, served t he stu dent s of t he Delaware's 
School District #5 until a new school was completed 

in 1884. 
With the new school in place, the wooden portion of 

the old school was moved to face Cummins Street and 
converted into a private home. In 1936, this wooden 
building was transferred to its present location on 
South Street. 

Mr. Maxey s aid he was proud of the marker and the 
re$earch that ,ven t into it. 

"This does mean a lot," he said. "lt's a piece of his
(Confinued on page 3) 
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Historic lllarker dedicated in Sinyrna 
(continued from page 1) 

tory. The town deserves it." 
Russ McCabe, director of the Delaware Public 

Archives, said researchers had to dig deep to discover 
the history of the building and document an important 
piece of Smyrna history. 

"Many generations of Smyrna didn't have a clue it 
was a place of learning for local students, n McCabe 
said. "This is public history." 

28th District Representative Bruce Ennis was also 
on hand for the ceremony. 

"The Maxeys were passionate about having a histor
ical marker at this location," he said. 

Sun-Times office hours: 

Monday-Friday
7 

8 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Text of historic marker: 

SCHOOL DISTRICT IS 
In 1829 the Delaware General Assembly enacted legis

lation resulting in the establishment of a public school sys
tem. The state was subdivided into local districts. One of 
these was School District #5, which was created to serve 
the needs of students in this area. In 1854 a two-story 
brick schoolhouse was erected at this location to supplant 
the outgrown frame struct:w-e used since the district's cre
ation. After the consolidation of several local districts in 
1881, a new school was con.structed at a nearby site on 
the opposite side of South Street. Upon its completion in 
1884, the District #5 property was sold. The b;rick build
ing was converted for use as a home. It was later disman
tled. The school's frame attachment was moved to the back 
of the lot to face Cummins Street, where it also was reno
vated for use as a private residence. In 1936 the wooden 
structure that had once served as a place of learning for 
local students was again moved to its present location at 
110 South Street. Delaware Public Archives - 2007 
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LAWS OP' DELA WARE. 

OF Pt;Ilf,lC EDUCA.'J'JIJN. 

poses herein m~utioue<l shall include tho necessary repairB or 
1'••~·oe,,. alterations of the r>rcsent school-house. If euch additionai sum 
1111(11 id 
1uw1n1r. shall be :111thori½ed to be raised, two certifies.tee of the proceed. 

ings uf the meeting shall be 1M<le and signed by the chairman 
and secretary: one shall be immediately delivered to the 
,.:ccretnry of the hoard vf cornmi11sioners, the othP.r to tho Clerk 
,,,· the Peace, of' Sus:-;ex County, to be kept ns a public re.::or<l. 

,._,.i,,, .. i ~E<.:'l'JO:-- 13. T ile respective school 1:ommittecs of the several 
;·~:.••~•::,

1
,: School District.-; Nos. 1>7, OU, 106 nrnl 107, shall exhibit their 

,· .. u,,,, ""'1 cl • ·1 • S ' 20 f Cl "I'"'"· acc.:ounl 1111 report, us ment!Ollcu in '!Cllon , o 1nptcr 42, 
u .. w ,,r tl,c Revised CoJc, to ti1e rn,!cti ,w ol' the eclwol voter,; of 11aid 
•.•i.hJ1,1ted. ,.., 

u11ite1l 1listricts, t,, be l,chl on the first Sntur<lny of April next, 
,1.'/;;;::;/i~ ancl sl,all pay to the saiJ board of commissioners all money 1luo 
.,.,,.. l'r111n t hem; nn1l if tlicy neglect t<> do so for ten Jays t!.iey ;;hall 
t·;;';,~!,::··1 f~1rfcit :1111I pay to the :-ai<l •· 'l'liP. Duar<l of CommisRioncr1-1 of the 
1·"·' """1· l'uhlic School~ ol' Ucurgct11w11, Sussex <.:ou nty," a<l<litioaally, the 

rutc of twenty-five per cent. 011 the sum <luc. 
J>a.y.1f1l 111 lJnver, Jf,m.-h 2V, 1881. 

OF nn;t; StJHIJC/f.S. 

Tolle. .\~ ACT to ' '"11"01!,J11tc tile i'ul,li,• 8choo1M of tho Town or fimyrn11. 

B,: it em1cted l.Jy tlie Sc,w /e and Ilousc of R~Jlreseiitali,;es of 11,t 
s·tu/e of /J,:l,11vare, in General Ass,•muly md (two-thirds of e11c/1 
l,rrwcl, 'tf ti,,· Le:1•1Jlature c1ncurrin1) as /allows: 

, ·,.., . .. 1J.1a. s~:cno:-- 1. 'J'hat on and after the fi rllt Saturday of April, 
~;:;:.,~,\,.,,.A. 1>. lt:181, tbc 1 • niteci S,:hool District No!-!, 3 and 77, nnd the 
.'.~::;\~·~•;,.1 L" 11itc1l School Hilltrict ~ os. r, nncl 107, in Kent. County, a<J now 
~.~•· :, "."'' l,01111dcil, or as they may hereafter be l,011nded, slaail form ouc 
I • • 111 Kt'n l I I ) 1 • • \ • ,. ) {." 1> ' ·)' 1· .. u111y. nnitcc :-c 1vo t 1str1ct >J t11c name or t 1e ",:;;myrna uu IC 
~ • .,,.. Scl111ol," and :1hali be govcrnctl by a board of directors to be 
!~:::,,,..s. co111p•>sc1l of' seven 111cm uer11 w Ito Hhall be clccte<l ns hcreiunftcr 

provided. 
u.,.,.,, .. r Sl!cno:-- 2. That the "Board of Directors" of the said 
. : frl:1'[ I irjll, 

"Smyrna Public Schoob ., Hirn.II be cor.sti tuui<l as follol'{R: the 
t w.., pre,;cu t eornmi~sionerH of each of the eaiu united districts .7\ os. 



1,A\\'~ Of DET,AWA.RE. 

OF PlJBI,IC EDlJCA.TION. 

3 and 77 and Noe. 5 and 107, whose terms of ofli,;e will not Uo,vcon•tl

i:xpire on the first Saturday of April, A. D. 1881, shall be :r,~;:.~~~111 
member11 of the said "Board of Di:'ectors" until tbe time for 
which they were originally elected shall have e.:q,irP.d : Two 
membcrti of the eai<l "Board of Di!"ectore" shall be clr,cted by F:lert1,,n "' 

I h I I . b Id dlrccrur,. the Sc:hoo voters at t e annua e ect1on to e he on the firflt 
Saturclay of April, A. D. 1881. That is to eay: 'l'be school Tenu111r 

f •.. , h I d. • N 3 d 7a b II .d dlrerton. voters o umteu ec oo 1etr1ct os. an , s a at sa1 
annual election elect one member of the said "Iloarci of Direc
tors,·• and the school vC1tere of the said united ecb ·>ol -di1Mict 
Nos. u and 107 shall also at said annual elect.i'Jn elect one member 
of the said "Board of Directors," which two membeo; of the said 
"Dorird of rnrectore" eo elected oc the first Saturday of April, 
.A. D. 1881, shall Ecrve for the term of three yeara: The rnm:i.iuiog 
mcmbe!" of the said board sbull be elected bv the oth•!r six mem
bero of the said board at the first meeting of' the said lloard 
which shall he held on the first ~fonday after the fast Saturday 
of April, A. D. 1881, and nonually thereafter, ancl who i;hnll 
serve for the term of on" year. And thereafter the! i;chool voteri; 
in the said united district comprising Districts Nos. ;~, 5, 7i, and 
107 shall meet nt. the brick school-house in united <li.:;trict Nos. o 
ancl 107, or in such other pince as the said Doard may appoint, 
on the first Saturdny in April in each yea!', at 2 o·dock P. lL, 
and hold an election for two members of the said "Board of 
Vi rectors,·• who shall serve for the term of three vta ri;. In case 
of a tie vote at any election the presiding officer i>f stJch election 
shall give nn additional vote. 

s~:cr10~ 3. That a majority of the board sh:lll form a 
quorum, nnJ any vacancy occasioned hy ncn-eleciiqn, death, •tuurum. 

rci;1gnation or othP.rwi11e, i;ball be filled by the said hoard at any '°2 
.. :inr le;. 

stated meeting for the wlwle or residi:e of the term, as the ca!lc 
may be; and if any member of the board, or any person 
elected a member thereof, shall nbs~nt himself from its stated 
mectingii for th ree successive scs!lions without 1;ufficicnt excuse, 
the board may, nt its option, declare hi::1 place vacant, anJ mny 
fill such vacancy as herein provided. 

St:CTlON 4. 'rhat the mcm bers of the sai<l board shall he a 
cor11oration by th .. nntne of "'I'bc D""ard of Dirc··tor11 of the r-:,,uic "' 

"" 
4 

•.1 " c•IT)'v r:t• 

Smyrna Public Sohools,·1 an1l by that name they an<l their sue- lluu. 

ccssors shall have perpetunl succcs11i<m. and Hhall l1nvc an<l 
pos.~css all the powers, rights, privileges, nnd frnachises of a 1•u..-m. 

corporation necessary nnd proper to c~tablish and m:1intnin good 
$<:}iooh; for the education of ·all the children withiu the district 
afu~csaid, thnt arc by law entitled to be educated in the public 
school:1; and shall have full control of all the real nu<l personal 



102. SMYRNA'S FIRST KINDERGARTEN BUILDlNG 

An Act uf Assembly ia I 829 established the public school systell\ in Delaware. As the 
result of that legislation, Smyrna was divided into two school districts, namely No. 3 and 
No. S. 11y 185~ population expa nsion on the .1outh side of Commerce ·Street nccc~,itatcd 
the erection of a two-storey brick structure on West South Street. It was surrounded by 
a large yard. In the 1880's the kindergarten movement, originating ia Germany, Je.vclopcd 
in the United States, and took hold in Smyrn~ in the l~ttcr years of that dcC".adc. 

By that time a small frame Victorian cottage had been erected on Cummins Street on 
a part of No. S's lot. Accord'ing to oral 'tradition the ladies of the town organized the 
private kindergarten, and held classes in the cottage. Albeit the venture was short lived. 
Later the building was moved to West South Street and turned around. 

112 

-- --
It is one of Smyrna's smallest Victorian Cottage structures. However, it is three bays 

wide on the first floor, one room deep, but two storeys high. The most unique feature 
being its twin separated dormer gables protruding from the A-shaped roof line. Windows 
were six over six. The porch was a later :i.ddition. 

For many years it was a tenant property owned by the Short Estate. Recently it has 
been purchased by Elmer Gove. 



ScHooLs.-ProbabJy the earliest school i11 S 
nd I • h . myrna • one w nc attamed the most eel b 't • ' 

i' • d ' h e r1 Y, was a 
, r1en s sc ool, known as th~ Southern Boardin 
,c~o~l. The school exercises were performed in th! 
utldrn~ on Mt. Vernon Street, now owned by Mrs 
• 1\I. Fisler, an~, the students boarded in t he build~ 
1g now the re.inuenee of John 1;1u!'ltard "'h' . t' f · • .1. lS IDS 1-
1 ton ':as c!osed before 1825, ai;.d little can be Jear d 
oncermng 1t. l ne 

By the first division c;,f the county into school dis
tricts, according to the act of 1829, Smyrna formed a 
portion of Districts No. 3 and 5. Two frame school• 
houses were erected, one:on North .and the other on 
South Street. At a late~ date District No. 77 was 
created out of No. 3, and Dii1trict 107 out of No. 5. 
No new buildings were erected in the new district.s t 
but the schools conducted as before. In 1854 it was 
found necessary to provide more ample accommoda
tions for the scholars, and the building on South 
Street was removed and a two-story brick structure, 
twenty-six by forty feet, erected. Both buildings 
are still standing, though no longer used for school 
purposes. The building in District No. 3 received 
several additions and alterations, and was used for 
school purposes until 1884. The growth of the schools 
and the advantages of the graded•school system led 
to the coµsolidation of the schools. In 1881 •an act 
was p~ed enabling the commissioners to conso1idate, 
and on April 4th of tha.t year a meeting of the com• 
missioners of Districts No. 3, 77, 5 and 107 was 
held, which resulted fill foilows: The board orgt>.n· 
ized by electing George H. Raymond president; E. M. 
Olo~k, eecretary i P. Rotrecker tr~urar. On July 

13th of same year, George H. Raymoo<l resigned his 
position as commissioner, and William M. Bell was 
chosea his successor. . 

T n Reptemher 1881; L. Irving Handy waH elected 
principal, which position he filled until 1887, wheo he 
resigned and accepted the position of superintendent 
of the public schools of K ent County. Pursug,nt to 
& notice given J a.nua.ry 8, 1683, a meeting oft.he tax
payers was held ,Tanuary l~th for the purpose of 
considering the advisability of erecting a new school
house. At this meeting it was resolved, " That the 
Board of Directors of the Smyrna. Public Scho-0ls be, 
and hereby are, anthorized and requested to ask from 
the General Assembly at its present sP.s::iion, an 
awezul1u-=:ut Lv the act entit!rd ~~ ' ..:'let to Ce!!sc!!ds.t~ 
the Public Schools of Smyrna/ enabling the said 
Board of Directors to borrow, not exceeding the sum 
of sixteen thousand dollars, for the purpose of erect- . 
ing a school•house in said district.,. The petition was 
granted, and on Febrnary 12th John H. Hoffecker, 
George W. Taylor, W. A. Faries and William M. Bell 
were appointed a committee to Relect a suitable site. 
A lot on the corner of Dela.ware and South Streets 
was selected and purchased of the heirs of Mr. Catts. 
The plan of .... building, as draughted by C. E. Graham 
& Sc.::1&t of WJmington, was adl'.\pt.ed on April 3d. 

The contn1.ct for the building was a.warded to T. 
W. Farree & Bro., of Yorklyn, on the 2d of May. On 
May 29th William M. Bell, W. A. Faries and G. W. 
Taylor were appointed a building committee. The 
building was completed and accepted in January, 
1884. It is a brick structure, cruciform in shape, 
having four transepts, each twenty-five by thirty-five 
feetr two stories high and fo.r:ming eight rooms. The cen
tre building is thiriy-fi ve feet equare, three gtoriee high, 
and is surmounted l'tith a dome and belfry, making a 
tot.: l height of ninety-two feet. The total cost of the 
building was fourteen thousand nine hundretl a.nd 
eighty•eight lollars. The old school property was 
sold J anua11 2d of that year. The land on South 
Street was divided into six.lots, three of which were 
purchased by William M. Bell, two by J. C. Bailey . 
and one by Mrs. Han?Ja.h Surgeon. The lot on North 
Street was purchased by W. W. Tschudy. In June, 
1884, Edward B. Gordon and Harry R. Bell were 
graduated as the first aiumni of the pub1ic schools. 
The firdt commencement exercises were helcl June 26, 
188:i, when a class of five was gradur.ted. At the 
present time twenty-three have graduated. Them 
are at the present time in the public schools eight 
departments. 



~x .. The Slllyrna Public Schools .. g~ 
~·~ ~~ 

'I he lir~t frt>tl :,,di111ll 111 tnwu Willi 01,- ::;outh :;traet, lHJW tl.io re.-11<ltiui•c of 
l.'u~tl JU "huil,lir-!: un t',l"t (.'ow,uer<'e ~atlrnuial F . Wild,., At n !11t~r tllltll 

i-lretlt uuw owut•,i 11!< u 1,hu·e uf re.,i- ,li;.tn<'I ~"- 7-; wui; ,'reale\l out of .'.'~•l. 
d .. uce l,,. ,loliu W. Tn,·kt-r t'otmt>rl,y ;I 1111,l :\o. Iii';' u11t of :\°<1• :., Ju 11:S~-l, 
the D,ni" pr, i•tttl\'. It wa"' 1>lurtc,,l hy f1t1 ,\'L'IH tl.1t1 H~J\'IIS.\ 1'1:1.tEs w1111 t'S· 

t:i,. }'<>11 11:: l1t1ii,,,. 01 tu,c 1: 1,r .. 1uiutiut tal>i i,heil, tl.11i iru111e str11cture kuowD 
u1uou~ whom ,,.,r,• :'111;., .\ nu Spr11111H~,1 ,u, :,.;.,, :; 1.n11, tHll•Pl11ut1:,l u.va tw,, ~tury 
1t11,I tl1t1 .\Ii:-,-.. ,. )fury a:.i,! .\1111 l'11ttt'l'• !,rid, .,drnulhou~e, 1ut,1·ti ciomwo,lious 
i;nu. It was i:h·Prpurattid ll» tue Fe- u ud l ,·· t I l•r udnpte,\ to nu,et ilil• iu • 
111•lt1 r ui1111 S1:,•1...ty, .J au ,inr~· '!'!, I ~1-l, creH-i 11_:,t {lt>111aud. The :,:row th of the 
it11 olijt-l"t l,ci 11..: to t'1h,·,11 ,. I h"'ic w Ii" sc!iu,Jl an•\ I liti Mhau 111;,:vs of the 
VI 're ntrnbl._. tu I'll\' tlil· 111 iti<", 11 at Iii,• c,:rudt·d st•hrn,j "} ~t~ru 1<11011 nrndte il~••lf 
pri,·at.:> sd.100•~ Thi~ iu,t ,tuti,111 Wal! full Ltlld !tat.I npto t\1e cu1J81)litl11t:uu of 
,·ontiu11t-d uutil lhl' """r-tiuu of ti.it• the ,.,,)wuls auid the lmil,liu;.: of our 
1,t1Mic ~,•\wol 11\"><lt•w. \rlit'u Keut 11,n..:niliceut ,,chool 1,nil,liui;. 
Cunnty ''"" ,li\'i<lt',l i11t,, >-dH1t,I \lis c ,,uolidatiun ul th~ Smyrqa f>ubllc S~huol. 

1 nets u,·1:ortH u:: !• , I lit' 11..:t of 1~:?1!, T\ie ud eu!luliui; t Lie !4dtuol .:1J1u • 
Stuyr111l t,,nut>d tl111t IH•rti JU kuowu Ill! u:.il!l'i•JUtlrs to cuui.olit.late the ttcbooh1 
Jli,..trit-ts \'o. :; illld \'o .. i. Two frawe l\·as 1,11.ssetl h,v tbe Legi,;lature of l&ll 
l'dioolli,,11~1•~ w.,re ertwtt>•l. ~o. lJ ht' au,l n1: A!'ril tlie 4th <>f tlie flllllJe \'t!llr 
iu~ •ln :,.-.,,·th ~trt't•t 1ww t Lie re,-i,l,•uc~ :he ,•.,urnii.~.~itJuer!I of :"\o a, ·7-;

1 
ti, and 

of culor,•t! people and ~"· ,; Leiug ou 107 wt!t autl effected au org1U1izatiu11 

with George H. Raymond aN ))l'68i

de:.1t, I!:. M. Cloak, 1,1ecret11ry, and 
.Trmes r . Hoffecker tre1u,.nror. Iil 
J1:IJ uf ll.ie ~11me year Mr. Haymond 
rei-.i:{ue,l tl.1t1 preiaideucy en,l wa11 sue· 
cee, 1e<l by Mr. V:. l\1. Bell whu took 
1m ,1ctive iutere1-1t iu tbe ea111-1e of uilu
c,tiuu and witll,Tohn H. Holfeckn, were 
l11rj?ely io ... trn weutal in gtittinl{ the 
otlW scl.iool h11iltli11~. lu fa,~t tht' 1•11&0 

vf utll' Hii:il 8ellool wai; 01·igiually 
tbougl.it out l.,.1· :\Ir. He1I before it w1u1 

giveu to tha 11rchitecti.. P11n1uout I.J ll 

uoth•e ;,!i,·eo ,July the Ii, 18Aa a meeting 
of tile tupay0r11 was held fur the pur• 
po~u of cour.ideriug the ach-111111Jility of 
erec·ting a modern Hi.11:h ~ c hool bmhl 
iug 1111<1 it \\'llH resolved tu petition the 
li.,k!it1ol11t11re for the ri~hl to horrow 
$11i,(l0◄ ! for the )IDrpOP.0 or uni!tliu;; the 
uew 11tr11ctnrtl. The petitiuu w11s 
:;rn11te<l J:o't'brullry 1:?th 1111,l ,Tobu H. 
Hotl••cker, W. M. Bell, Geor::e W. 
T11ylor autl William A. Faries w~re aJJ· 

pviotctl a committee to select a 11ite. 
Tl.ae contract was aw11rde1l to T. W. 
F11rre anil Bro., th11 11ccon,l of ::\lay 
11u,l on the Wth of :\lay \\'. :11. Bell, 
W. A. Faries soil George W. Taylor 
were appointed a b11ilrliu.1; com111ittee. 
Tho Jot wns pnrcba~eil of tbe heir~ ol 
H1rn111el Cutti<, Hr., for S1800 autl the 
pn~ot>ll t w r\g u i tl ceu t e-liflce w llM haa-
t enetl to au early c,>wpletion, and was 
ucct>pleil au,l ready for occupancy in 
Fcbrnary liiS-1. Tue lmildiui.: is cruci
form in 11bnp, h11 ving four tnlllsepta, 
c11ch ~,:.::3•> itiet, bl·o storie11 higl.a aod 
forn1iug eight rou lll~. The ..!eutre 
huilil wg is :n feet 1<<1nare, tLree 
titoric!! hi:;h autl ii< ,mrwouute,l with a 
1lntue auil belfry, makiag II total 
hei.:ht of !r2 feet. Tbe third floor or 
.h:-ewhly Hoom i11 u11ed as the (tepart
weu l of t.bti Prio ci1,al. There are uow 
riine departmeuts and eltil'eD i;rra1les. 1 • I 

:\t tl1~ opeoiu;.r of the 11ew 11cbool ! 

FACULTY OF THE SMYRNA PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
1. .. n .'" Hi,:t,1 T,, ,, 1-; .. w --~I i- ., F.111:ly -~1,rua:1 , ,. ~Ji-., \1.i1a R,•!'lu•tl. !Ifill-• l.iui,• ;\lcl>ow~ll. life• 

,,u :ia )h11d,f•tou ~11-.,. .\hu~· ~J•r uaru·e . 

: "'I.,. 1,i>th• 1: .. ,1,,,., ;.;, .. ,·.-)If-. Emm,. lfn, ,,;!1 \'',:,• l'rl n<"ipul ,; W. p,.)·nc. l'rhl<'J,,&l J. r. 
H1n··t1:1Ht• '.\ti,-... L · .1/ · ,. l'J;tn, , r:. ,. 

huilrliai;, Fehrnary 111t, 1884, Mr. L. 
In-in,; HanJy wa!I Principril; ~lias 
ElizRheth PRrrott, list as11ietan t; Mi8!1 
Eruma Honµ-h, ~011 1111t1i11lant; ~Jiu 
Annie Uoughteo, ard as11istant; ~li111! 
Elizabeth McDowell, l~tpriwan·; Mi11s , 
Katherine L. 8torm, ~ntl prima;y; an<l j' 
.M i11s llary Spruance, :ltd primary. 
On .June :?!ltb l8&i . .\Ji1111 Carrie x.

1

1 

Hn11d WH elected as teacher of the 
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THIS OBBO', Made Thia 

' 

1.9868 

Tax Map Q:C-J?-OJO.f.?-O'l--2_! 
Prepared By1 

Schmittinger and Rodriguez, P.A. 
414 s, State Street 

Dover, DE 19901 

~ day of ()1$ in the year of our LORD one thousand 
n i ne hundred anrl

1
in::7Y-three 

BETWEEN, WILLIAA R. BOWERS AND RUTH I. BOWERS, husband 
and wife; Parties of the first pait 

-AND-

LUANN GOVE, Party of the first part, 

Witnesseth, That the said parties of the fi~st part, for and 
in consideration of the sum of One Dollar & No/100 ($1.00) lawful 
money of the United States of America, the receipt whereof ia 
hereby acknowledged, hereby grant and convey unt o the said party 
of the s e cond part, her heirs and assigns 

ALL that certain lot, piece, or parcel of land 
situate d in the Town of Smyrna, Ke nt County, Delaware, said 
lot lying on the Nort herly side of Sout h St reet and being 
as shown on a plan of ELLIOTT SURVEYING- dated 7/2 I793 , said 
p l an being an integral part hereof, said lot being bounded 
as follows: on the North by Cummins Street, on the East 
by lands now or l ate o f the following: ( a J James L, and 
Euna Givens, (b) Patricia L. and Robert J. Watson, (cl 
Char les J . and Jo Ann V. Murphy, and (d ) John W. and Debra 
D. Gillespie , on the South by South Str eet, and on t"he 
West by lands now or late of Irene Moffitt Caley; being 
more particularly described a s fol l ows; 

BEGINNING at a point in the face of curb line of South 
Stree t at a corner for t his lot and lands of the said 
Gillespie , said point being located South 52 deg. West 106.67 
f e e t f r om the intersection of the Northerly face of curb 
line of South Street with the Westerly face of curb line 
of Delaware Street, said intersection being t he said face 
of curb lines e xtended ; t hence from the sai d point of 
beginning the follow i ng five (5 ) courses and distances, 
( 1 ) South 52 deg. West 31.33 f eet, n,easured along the said 
f.:ice of cur b line o f South Street, to a po int, a c orner 
for lnnds of the said Ca lcy, the nce with the same, ( 2) Nort.h 
34 deg. 0 1 min. 47 sec. West 1 59.93 feet to a point, a found 
nail i n the Southerly side of Cummins · Street, thence with 
the s ame , (3 ) North 54 deg . 11 min. 47 sec. East 34. 02 feet 
to a point, a corner for lands o f the sai<l Givens, t hence 
wi th the s<1me , .::ind also in . p.:irt a long line of Llnds of t he 
sai d Watson a nd Murphy, ( 4 ) South 3 3 deg. 52 min. 36 s e c. 
East 114. 7 l f eet to .:i point, a found i ron pipe , a corner 
for lands of the said Gillespie, thence with the same, ( 5) 
South JO deg . 51 min. 09 sec. East 44 . 18 feet t o a point, 
the point o f beginni ng. Conta1.11 l ng within said metes and · 
bounds 5,332 square feet of land, more or ~ess, and being 
known as illO South Street . 
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AND BEING the same lands and premises conveyed unto 
William R. Bowers and Ruth I. Bowers, husband and wife by 
deed o f John El. Melvin and Sandra J. Melvin, husband and 
wife , dated June 27, 1983 in. the Office of the Recorder 
of Deeds in and for Kent · County, Delaware in Deed Record 
Book G, Volume 38, Page 1 42 . 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said parties of 
have hereunto set their hand and s eal, 
aforesaid. 

the first part 
the day and year 

SEALED and DELIVERED IN THE 
PRESENCE OF 

STATE OP 

COUNTY OF 
SS: 

.... d~L.&..:~=..· '--7...__.,.fj,=M...,.&,....:::;~c..=...---<SEAL i 
Wi l liam R, Bowers 

_,,.C.....,1_..-.... x,...' (<....-9::..'u, ....... ( j.,,e:<""-'W='<l.:A:../ _____ (SEAL) 
Ruth I. Bowers 

BE IT REMEMBERED, Tha t on this ::,,, >,:( day of 9<.ilrv in the 
year o f our LORD, one thousand nine hundred and / niif)!ty-three 
personally came before me the subscriber a Notary Public in and 
for the State and County afor esaid William R. Bowers and Puth 
I. Bowers parties to this Indenture, known to me personally to 
be such, and they acknowledged this Inde to be theirAct 
and Deed . ~ 

GIVEN under my Hand and Se ~/4 
aforesaid. 

l:UG 3 2 51 f:i '53 
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27th "'7 o/ June 

... , LORD orvlAtm,ui.,..... AwtJral ,.,.,l eighty-three (1983), 

BET'/1'EEN, JOHN E, MELVIN 11nd SANDRA J. HEJ.VU~, husband and wife, of 15 
West Coak Avenue, Smyrna, Kent County, State of Delaware, PARTIES OF TIIE 
FIRST PART, 

and 

WILLIAM l, BOWERS and RU111 I, BOWERS, husband and wife, of 110 West 
South Street, Smyrna, Kent County, State of Del~ware, PARTIES OF THE SECOND 
PART. 

l'lllitnrs 5.l't~. ri,,,, 1M ,a;J parlie8 o/ tli• f.r•I p,,n, for aNl la cootnd~" of ,I,.. """ o/ 
THIRTY-FIVE TIIOUSAND 
(~35,000.00) DOLLARS-~ --------- '-/ul ""'""T of 1M Uni.ud s- of Ame,....., 

,.,.J con...,,. 

pa,i ies o/ 1M 1«:orrrl porl, their helre and aa dgns, 

that certain lot, piece or 
parcel of land with the improvements thereon erected situated 1n the Tovn o! 
Smyrna, Kent County a,id St11te of Delaware, 1ying OTI the northedy side of 
South Street, a shore distance west of Delaware Street, being bounded on the 
south by South Street, on the vest by lands now or late of Moffitt, on the 
north by Cummins Street and on the east in part by lands now or late of 
Rebecca Broadway, lands now or late of Joseph H, Ziegler, lands now or late 
of Mabel Slaughter and in part by lands now or late of Roger M. Hunt, and 
being more particularly described in accordance with a recent survey by Enrl 
D, Smi.th, Professional Land Surveyor, dated June 16, 1983, as follows, 
to-wit: 

BEGH!NINC at 11 drill hole in the curb in 
the north line of South Street at a corner for this lot and for lands now or 
late of Roger M. Hunt, said point of beginning being South 52 degrees West 
106,57 feet from the intersection of the west line of Delaware Street with 
the north line of South Street; thence runt1ing from said point of beginning 
with the 11orth line of South Street South 52 degrees West 3) ,0 feet to a 
drill hole in the curb at a corner for this lot and for lands now or late of 
Moffitt; theni,e. running with eatd lands now or late . of Moffitt North 32 
degrees 47 minutes 54 eeconds West l59,9J feet to a nail in the curb in the 
south line of Cummins Street; thence running with said south line of Cultll\ins 
Street North 54 degrees 05 mit1utes East 3),0 feet to a pipe at a corner for 
this lot a11d for lands no" or late of Rebecca Broad.,ny; thence running in 
part with said lands o! Rebecca Broatlwny, lands no., or late of Joseph II. 
Ziegler, lands now or late of Mabel Slaughter South 33 degrees 20 minutes 02 
seconds East 114,76 feet to a pipe; thence running with lands now or late of 
Roger H, Hunt South 31 degrees 17 minutes 20 seconds East 44,0 feet to the 
point and plac.e of beginning, and containing 5,333.3 square feet of land, be 
the same more or less. 

AND BEING the same lands and premises 
11hich 11ere conveyed unto John I!, Melvin and Sandra J. Melvin, husband and 
wife, by deed of Elmer T, Gove and Theodosia H. Cove, husband and wife, 
dated September 19, 1979 at1d of record in the Office of the Record~r of 
Deeds, in and for Kent Cou11ty, at Dover, Delaware, in Deed Record Book G, 
Vo~ume 34, Rage 202. 
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19th ur o/ September III rJt.. 7..,, o/ . 
o., LORD ou "'°"'-' niM "'-Ired ""4 seventy-nin~ ( 1979) 

BET1"££N,ELMER T. GOVE and THEODOSIA H. GOVE, husband and wife , 
or Box 367 , Town of Clayton, Kent County and State of Delaware, 
Parties of the First Part, 

a n d 
JOHN E. ~ELVI N and SANDRA M. MELVIN, husband and wife, 

of 6-F Helmsdale Circl e, Town of New Castle, New Castle County and 
State of Delaw~re, Pa~ties of the Second Part, 

Jlitnr1u1rt~. T,._ JA. ,.;J pan ies,/ tloe fom per1, /or .,.J Ill co~idfffllio11 of rA. """ of 

TWENTY EIGHT THOUSAND ( $28 , 000 , 00) '-/ul ,,,_, o/ 1M UniNl S,-, o/ America, 

Di£ L,~~1 ;L,.,,77,-&;;~r.;«~itii;,t; 'X«,J., "",;;;;;- --- - - -,.;r~n~ --- ---- -.;;,;;,-iii.-.;.'d-

pari IES of ui. -,,,v/ ,-n. their heirs and assigns: 

J\21'7-0~HA CERTAIN lot , piece or 
parcel of land, with the dwelling t'rtereon erected , situa t ed in the 
Town of Smyrna, Kent County and State of Del.aware; lying on t he north 
erly side of Sout h Street a short distance southwest of Delaware 
Stree t ; being bounded on the south by South Street , on t he west by 
lands now or late of Moffitt, on the north by Cummins Street, and on 
the east by lands now or late of Rebecca Broadway, lands of Joseph Zi 
lands now or l ate of Mabel Slaughter, and lands of Roger M. Hunt, and 
being more particularly described in accordance wi th a survey prepare 
by Charles C. Brown Associates, Land Surveyors of Dover, Delaware , 
dated September 4, 1979, as follows , to-wit : 

BEGINNING at a dri ll hole in the 
northerly line of South Street at a corner for this lot and for lands 
of Roger M. Hunt; said point of beginning being South 52 degrees West 
of and 106.67 feet from the northwesterly intersection of South Stree 
and Delaware Street ; thence running from sa1d point of beginni ng with 
the north line of South Street South 52 degrees West 33,0 feet to a 
drill hole at a corner for this lot and for lands now or l ate of 
Moffitt; thence running with lands now or late ·of Moffitt North 32 
degrees 47 minutes 54 seconds West 159.93 feet to a nail set in the 
south l i ne of Cummins Str eet; thence running with the south l ine of 
Cunvn1ns Street North 54 degrees 5 minutes East 33.0 feet to a pipe 
set at a corner for this lot and f or lands now or late or Rebecca 
Broadway; thence running with lands now or late of Rebecca Broadway, 

1
1ands of Joseph H. Ziegler , and lands now or late of Mabel Sl aught er 
South 33 degrees 20 minutes 2 seconds East 114,76 fee t to a pipe set 
at a corner f or this lot and for lands of Roger M. Hunt; thence 
running wit~ l ands of Roger M. Hunt South 31 degrees 17 minutes 20 
s econds East 44 . 0 fee t to the place of beginning ; and containing 
5 ,333.3 square feet of land, be the same more or less. 

AND BEING the same l ands and 
premises which were -conveyed unto Elmer T. Gove and Theodosia H, 
Gove, his wife, by deed of George N. Short, Widower , et al , dated 
November 14, 1977 , and recorded on April 4, 1978 in the Office of 
the Recorder of Deeds, in and for Kent County , at Dover, in Deed 
Record M,- Volume 32, Page 193, 

I I 
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ui\CcOROER or DE£os 
OUHTY, Df:UWAR[ 

ir Jt Ermrmbrrrb, Thal an 
IAi, • 19th dll'f o/ Septembe1'11 th.r ,,,.., o/ oi,r LORD, all<! tl,owand 

nineliuodrcrJ GJ1rJ seventy-nine (1979) ~r,o11aUr came b, Jo,.,,.,, the Subscriber , 
a Notary Publ ic for the county and state aforesai d , ELMER T. GOVE 
and THEODOSIA H. GOVE, husband and wife, 

part iee /0 thi, Indenture, A'.1101011 IO ,,,. ~rJMallr to bt '"'"· and they have 
arlmowl,dr~ 1hu lnd,111,.,, to be their Act l D 

GIPE/V iur,1., mr Hand .,.,J ;., of 

lt-~:_ _ _._'----------------------------'-''---"L-
i,L;.. 
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THIS DEED, made this J 11 \;li day of Novt,mh~ r 
in the year of our Lord one thousa~d nine hundred and eev~nty
seven (1977). 

BETWEEN, GEORGE N: SHORT, Widower, of 912 South 
DuPont Dlvd., Smyrna, Kent County, Delaware·: FLOYD SHORT and 
ED!TII SIJORT, hi s wife , of 104 Centerville Road, Brookland 
Terr.:ice, Wilmington, New Castle County, Delaware; ETHEL 
SCHNEIDER .:ind HOMER SCHNEIDER, her husband, of 108 West Third 
Street, Wyoming, Kent County, Delaware; BETTY LOU JONES MASTEN 
and FREDDIE MASTEN, her husband, of Greensboro, Maryland, JOHN 
PAUL JONES , Single Man, of Woodside , Kent County, Delaware, 
!-JARVEY MOWOREY JONES, Single Man, of Woodside, Kent County, 
Delaware; JANE DUNLAP and HOWELL DUNLAP, her husband, of 3701 
Chesser Drive , Waco, Texas 76706: DONNA. DALY and KENNETH DALY, 
her husband, of 820 Parkside Blvd. , Northridge, Claymont, New 
Cnstlc County, Delnwarc; all lleirs of Nancy Short Jones, 
BEULAH HAZEL RODWAY and THOMAS c. RODWAY, her husband, of 711 
East Loockerman Street, Dover, Kent County, Delaware; LEONA 
HAZEL, Single Woman, of Garden Court Apartments A-2, Dover, 
Kent County, Delaware; RAYMOND HAZEL and MYRrLE L, HAZEL, his 
wi fe, of 3628 Topaz Drive, Ashburne Hille, craymont, New Castle 
County, Delaw.ire; all Heirs of Eva Short llazel; FOSTER SHORT 
and EVELYN SllORT, his wife, of 1005 New Jersey Avenue, 
Wilmington Manor, New Castle, New Castle County, Delaware, 
EARL SHORT and FLORENCE SHORT, his wife, of 2806 Faulkland Road, 
Wilmington, New Castle County, Delaware; KATHRYN SHORT, Widow, 
of Rt, #2, .Box 784, Smyrna, Kent County, Delaware, ESTHER 
SHORT McCRYST~L and GILTON McCRYSTAL, her husband, of Rt. 15, 
Dox 77B, Dover, Kent County, Delaware, RUTH SHORT SINGLETON, of 
Rt, #5, Box 102-M, Dover, Kent County, Delaware/ DOROTHY SHORT 
JONES and CHARLES F. JONES, her husband, of P, O. !lox 96, 
Greenwood, Sussex county, Delaware; all lleirs of Harvey Short, 
WALTER GINN and RUDY GINN, his wife, of Rt. f2, Landenberg, 
Pennsylvania; and VERNON GINN and KAY GINN, his wife, of 
Rt. #2, Landenberg, Pennsylvania/ Heirs of Virginia Short Ginn, 
Parties of the First Part: and 

ET.MER 'l', aovr, un<.l •rmmDOSl/\ 11. covi-: , hll.l wire, or 
llnx 3(,7, Cl nyt.on, Kent County, anc.l State of Dc- lawarc, l'nr-t1e:;i of 
the ~" ~oncl P;:i rt., 

WITNESSETH, That the s aid Partiee of the First Part, 
for and in consideration of the ewn of NINE THOUSA ND ($9 ,000.00) 

DOLLI\ R ,; _______ --------------------- -------- --------------------- , 
lawful money of the United States of America, the receipt whereof 
ie hereby acknowledged, hereby grant and convey unto the said· • 
Partl l'a of the Second Part, Lllcir hr.1ri.; and as:;iirns: 

ALL TIIJI.T CERTAIN lot, piece or parcol of land 
situated in t he Town of Smyrna, Duck Creek Hundred, Xent County 
and State of Delaware , lying on the northerly e ide o f South 
Street and having o frontage of 33 feet on South Street and 
extending back along parallel lines from South Street to cummin1 
Street between parallel lines of a width of 33 feet, ad joining 
lands now or late of t he Estate of William Broadway , lands now or 
late of Lulu v. Robinson, lands now or late of James Slaughter, 
lands now or lat e of Matthew Ford, and lands f ormerly of 
Fanny c. Faunt Le Roy, now of Arthur 'Moffitt , be the contents 
thereof whatsoever they may, and having an improvement thereon of 
a frame cottage. 



ANO BEING the same lands which were conveyed unto 
Bertha Short, Single Woman, by deed of Harry Faunt Le Roy and 
Fanny C. Faunt Le Roy, his wife, dated October 28, 1936 and of 
record in t he Off ice of the Recorder of Deeds, in and for Kent 
County , at Dover , i n Deed Record w, Volume 14, Pago 492, 
The said Be rtha Short died intestate on July 25, 19~8 
l eaving to surv ive he r as her only heirs- at-law eight brothers 
and sist e r s as follows, t o- wit: George N. Short and Floyd Short , 
Grantor s herein , and Eva Short Hazel, Nancy Short Jones, Harvey 
Short, Jemina E. Short Simon, Virginia M. Short Ginn, and 
Flore nce Short, a l l now deceased. 

Nancy Short Jones di ed intestate on March 16, 1950 
leaving to survive her as her only he i rs-at-law two children, 
a daughter, Ethel Schneider, a Grant or herein, and a son, 
Uarvey M·. Jones . • Harvey M. Jonos died testate on December 28 , 
1961) and under' the terms of his Last Will and Testament dated 
Septembe r 10, 1952 and of r ecord in the Office of tho Register 
of Wills, in and for Kent County, at Dover, in Will Cook P, 
Volume J, Page 90, did devise the residue of his oetate, 
includi ng his interest in t ho heroin convoyed lands, unto 
Baltimore Trust Company in trust until t he last of the minor 
chil dre n of Ua:i:-vey M. Jones became of full age, tho corpus of 
the trust then distributed in equal shares among the five 
children of Harvey M, J ones, to-wit: Bet ty Lou Jonas Masten, 
John Paul Jones, Harvey Mowbrey J ones, Jane Dunlap, and Donna 
Daly, Granters here in. 

Eva Short Hazel died i ntestate on Apr il 10, 1956 
leaving to s urvive her as her only heirs-at-law thre·e children, 
De ulah Hazel Rodway, Leona Hazel, and Raymond Hazel , Granters 
herein. 

Harvey Short diee intestat e on June 27 , 1966 
leaving to survive him eix children, Foster Short, Earl Short, 
Esther Mccr ystal, Ruth Singleton, and Dorothy Jones, Grantors 
herein, and Arthur Short who died testate August 20, 1976 and 
by the terms of his Last Will and Tes t ament dated December 5, 
1961 and of r ecord in the Office of the Register of Wills, in 
and for Kent County, at Dover, in Will Cook It, Volume 4, Page 
JOO, did devise his intorest in the said lands unto his wife, 
Kathryn Short, Granter herein. 

Florence Short died intestate on April 23, 1974 
leaving to sur vive her as hor only heirs-at- law two brothers, 
George N. Short and Floyd Short, Grantor s herein1 oue niece and 
three grandnieces and two gr andnephews, being tho heirs of her 
deceased sister, Nancy Short Jones, two neicea a nd a nephew, 
being tho children of her deceased sister, Eva Shor t l!azel1 
threo nieces and three nephews, being the children of hor 
deceased brother, Uarvey Short, and two sisters, Jemina E. 
Short Simon and Virginia M. Short Ginn. 

Virgini a M, Short Gin~ died intestate on Febr uary 3, 
1975 leaving to survivo her as her only he i rs-at-law two sons, 
Walt er Ginn and Vernon Ginn, Grant ors here in. 



f~r1~ -,-0~)t~ /1,D. IJJ,;. 
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PRIVATE EDUCATION IN THE TOWNS. 53 

of Philadelphia, and Thomas and James Skeldig, of New York, for 
$101000. The first trustees were Richard Mansfield, Dr. Arnold Nau
dain, John Eddowes, William Oraw:ford, and Johll Ginn. 

In 1826-'27 t he new building was constructed and Rev. J oseph Wil
son elected principal, a.t an annual salary of $400. The school was 
opened October 151 1827. Miss Isabella Anderson took charge of the 
fema.Je students. In 1830 Samuel G. Appleton succeeded to the princi-
1>n.lsbip1 but resigned in December. From that date it was closed until 
Dr. Henry L. Davis took charge in 1832. In 1838 Mr. Hnrris was 
principal; then Joseph A. White. In 18401 33 pupils were in att.en
dn.nce. In 1842 William Hards was principal. Rev. J. H. Tyng suc
ceeded him. Mr. Payson Williams openecl a female boarding school in 
the building in 1844. The following were subsequent principals: 18461 

Thomas .l\fadden, Rev. Henry Fries; 18551 James McDowell; 1865, Rev. 
Oha,rles H. H allowa.y; 1867, J.E. Newman. In 1868 H. A. Woods and 
W. J. Hicks were joint principals, and in 1871 H. A. Woods becam~ 
solo 1>riucipal. Then there were 104 students in attendance. In 1878 
tho building was leased to the board of. public education and the 
academy was abandoned. Now Mr. W. B. Tharp, principal of public 
schools, conducts in the building a boarding as well as a di~y school 

SMYRNA. 

Probably the earliest school in Smyrna was the Southern Boa-rding 
School, established and controlled by the Friends. I t was closed before 
1825. 

January 291 18171 The Mecho.,nics' .A.,ca.demy of Smyrna was illcor
porated, and remained in operation for a few yea,rs. 1 

The Smyrna Union School was incorporated February 20, 1852, with 
n capital stock of $151000.i 

Rev. F. M. Ohatham, in 18661 was principal of tho Smyrna English 
Classical Academy, which occupied The. Friends' Meeting-Honse. The 
huilding was destroyed by fu•e in 1874 and the school was closed. 

It is noteworthy that o. free school was ·opened· in Smyrna as early as 
1818 by tho young ladies of the town, incorporated as the Female 
Union Society. Its object was tho education of those too poor to pay. 
tuition at the private schools. The school continuecl in operation until 
I lie adoption of the public school system ill 1829. Smyrna Seminary 
wns tmder the principal.ship of Tarleton H. Bean, n. E., in 1870-'71. 
lJm'ing that year 125 l)upils were enrolled. 

DOVER. 

Dover3 has long enjoyed a reputation for excellent schools. The town 
wa.s probably founded before 1708, for in that year Olclmixon wrote : 

1 Lnws of Defawnre, v, 228. ~ Ibid., XI, 137. 
• Oldmixon, 155. Humphrey's Hist . .Acct. of tbo Sooioty for the Propagntion of the 

Ooapel, 166-169. Luff's Biography, quoted by Schn.rf. Laws of Dola.waro, 1v, 304-SOS. 
Lcunum;'e Riso of M()thodism, quoted by Scharf. Letters from Prominent Citizens. 
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Middleford 219 .................................... November 25, 1952 
Concord 58, united with District 149 by the General As• 

sembly, March3 1, 1891 (19 De/. l. 95 ) .... April 15, 1954 
Blocksom 218 (Oak Grove) ··········•-··· September 24, 1964 
Concord 216 .................. .................................. Apri I 2, 1965 
Blades 172, with District 186, listed in 1919·20 State 

Board of Education minutes in classification of "In
corporated Districts" ·····················•·····-······· July I , 1966 

NOTE: An early private school was Seaford Academy, in• 
corporated January 29, 1819 (Scharf). 

SMYRNA 

Component school districts of reorganized district, July I, 
1969: 

SMYRNA SPECIAL 
KENTON 9 

SMYRNA SPECIAL School District, created by the General 
Assembly, April 14, 1919 (30 Del. L. 157) composed of 
Smyrna 3, incorporated with Districts 5, 77, and 107 by the 
General Assembly, March 30, 1881 (16 Del. L. 366) 
Alley 2 .............................................................. July 1, 1919 
Smyrna 135, incorporated by the General Assembly, 

March 9, 1901 (22 Del. L. 130) .................... July 1, 1919 
Brenford 84 (Silver Spring) ........................... July 1, 1919 
Severson 6, consolidated with District 95 by the General 

Assembly, February 9, 1877 (15 Del. L. 361) July l , 1919 
Peterson 134 ··-········· ······••··········- ······················· July 1, 1919 
Big Oak 4 ............................................................ July 1, 1919 
Green Springs 128 ............................................ May 2, 1929 
Taylor's Bridge 127 ............................................ May 2, 1929 
Raymonds 7 .................................................... May 22, 1929 
White Hall 88 ................................................ May 22, 1929 
Woodland Beach 116 (Bombay Hook) .... November 1, 1933 
Deakyneville 67 ................................................ May 18, 1934 
Walkers 68 .................................................... April 26, 1940 
Raymond's Neck 167 ................................... April 17, 1942 
Bay View 130 ····················-·······-······- ······· August 20, 1942 
Cheswold 83 (part) ........................................ May 20, 1949 
Nelsom 49 (pttrl) ........................................ April 22, 1936 
Taylor's Bridge 66 ........................................ August 19, 1949 
Clayton 11 9, created from Districts 2, 84, and 49 in 187 3 

(Scharf), and incorporated by the General Assembly, 
Mard1 16, 1893 ( 19 Del. L. 605) ............ April 5, 1962 

Green Spri11gs 70 ............................................ J1111e 9, 1927 
Blackiston 1 .................................................... June 18, 1929 
Oak Hill 71 .................................................... May 17, 1935 
Hazel's Comer 114, created /1-0,n District 1 in 1885 (Scharf) 

May 17, 1935 
Clayton 136 .................................................... April 22, 1952 
Blackiston 137 .................................................... July 1, 1934 

KENTON 9 (Wilds), incorporated March 11, 1885, (17 
Del. L. 459), with renewed incorporation March 21, 1905 
(23 Del. L. 100) 
Down·s Chapel 8 ............................................ May 15, 1931 
Nelsons 49 (part) ........................................ April 22, 1936 

Kenton 140 (Mt. Friendship) .................... March 27, 1965 
Down's Chapel 139 ............................................ /11/y 1, 1919 
Bl,mco 138 .................................................... April 21, 1939 

NOTE: An early private-school was Mechanics Academy, in
corporated January 29, 1817 (5 Del. L. 130) 

STANTON 
Component school districts of reorganized district, July 1, 
1969: 

STANTON 38 
JOHN DICKINSON 133 {Stanton Area) 

STANTON 38 
Forest Oak 35 ................................................ June 28, 1928 
Sunnyside 95 .................................................... June 28, 1928 
H,umony 32 .................................................... April 19, 1956 

JOHN DICKINSON 133 was created as a high school dis
trict as of July 1, 1964 by the State Board of Education from 
the Henry C. Conrad School District, superimposed on the 
Stanton and Marshall ton districts. The John Dickinson at
tendance area (Stanton) became a part of the Stanton School 
District. 

WILMINGTON 

Component school district of reorganized district, July 1, 1969: 

WILMINGTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
The Wilmington Public Schools* developed chronologically 
in the following manner: 
February 8, 1837- Districts 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 

17, and 18 were consolidated (9 Del. L. 
79) 

February 9, 1852- The Board of Public Education in Wil
mington was incorporated and included the 
same districts as named in the union legis
lation of February 8, 1837 (10 Del. L. 636) 

March 30, 1869 - District 3 was added to the incorporated 
school district of Wilmington (13 Del. 
L. 466) 

February 24, 1871- The charter of incorporation was renewed 
and included the original districts, Dis• 
trict 3, and half of District 19 ( 14 Del. 
L. 43) 

March 10, 1875 -District 19 was added to the Wilmington 
incorporated district ( 15 Del L. 5 5) 

April 6, 1905 -An incorporation act included Districts 
3, 9, IO, 11, 12, 13, 14, 1'5, 16,17, 18, 
19, 20½, 78, 78¼, 78½, and 102 (23 
Del. L. 92 

April 14, 1919 -Wilmington was included as an auto• 
nomous special school district in a com
pletely new school code ( 30 Del. L. 15 7) 

*On April 10, 1773, the Public Grammar School for the 
County of New Castle was chartered in Wilmington, and 
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The property belonging to the 
Public Schools of this town were 
sold at Publk Sale this morning 
a~ follows: On South Street, 
comprising the brick school 
house and yard, divided into 
three lots of ◄6 by 16J feet; No. I. 
John C. Bailey, S425; No. 2. 
(having the school building on it) 
John C. Bailey. $810; No. 3. 
(ndjoining the house 0<.-cupied by 
Joseph t. Beckett) Mrs. Hannah 
Surgeon. $470. Th~~ playground 
on the opposite side of the street, 
divided into three lots of 46 by 
138 feet; No. 4 for SJIS; No. 5, 
$350. and No. 6, $385, all 
knocked off to William M. Bell. 
The lot on North Street. 13.3 by 
175 feet on which is 11 frame 
~huol house. known as Nos. 3 
;lnd 77 to W.W. Tschudy. for 
S820. The sale aggregated 
SJ.57S. This sum will go into the 
building fund of the new school 
house. 

The following officers of 
McDonald Encampment No. 2 -
Patriarchs • 1.0.v.F.. cf this 
town. were elected last evening: 
Chief Patriarch, George M. 
Stevenson; High Priest. E.C. 
Faries; Senior Warden, John A. 
Wright: Junior Warden, John R. 
H.-.rris; Scribe, E.M. Fowler; 
Treasurer, Abel S. Farit.•s. 
Smyrna com:lavc, No. 4S, 1.O.H., 
elected the following officers for 
1hc ensuing term last Wed
nesday: Archon, J.H. Primrose; 
Provost, John Cosgriff; Secre
lary. George M. Stc:vcnson; 
Financier. James H. Groves; 
Treasurer. Jonathan B. Evans; 
Prelate. William H. Baggs; In
spector, E. Harry Beck: Warden, 
: • ~ .~ ~ • " • _ r . ("' • t 

JOfHl Hlil'.HISull JI.; J<.:illliiCi, 

A.L Quillen; Trustees. William 
H. Baggs, William E. Hall, 
Richard M. Johnson; Medical 
Examiners. Drs. William T. . . -

McCleary an·l-Miss Ida White, 
both of Kent County. Ross • 
Green. December 19th, at the 
home of the bride in Magnolia by 
Rev. S.N. Pilchard. Dennis D. 
Ross and ·Miss Anna D. Green. 
both of Kent County. Short • 
Warrington. Dec. 16. at the M.E. 
parsonage, Magno!ia. by Rev. 
S.N. Pikhard. Henry Short and 

• Miss Margaret Warrington, both 
of Del.aware. Sipple • Tilghman. 
December 20. at the M.E. 
parsonage. Leipsic. by Rev. E.C. 
Adkins. John Sipple and Miss 
Lydia Tilghman. both of Kent 
County. 

The Newark Ledger makes the 
following mention of the wedding 
of a well known gentleman, until 
the past eighteen years a 
resident at the Alley Mills, near 
this town: "On Thursday night. 
Mr. D.J. Murphey. one of our 
very esteemed citizens. was 
united in marriage to Miss Mary 
E. Crawford, at the residence of 
the bride's mother, at Avondale, 
Chester County, Pa. 

More Marriages • Baker -
Hartup. at the residence of the 
bride's mother in Thoroughfare 
Neck, this morning. January 2, 
by Rev. D.F. Waddcil, William 

5 
The frigid cola spell of last 

week which sei1t the mercury in 
the thermometer down to zero 
temperature, brought the first 
kc skating of the winter at Lake 
Como and afforded a del:ghtful 
pastime for young and old during 
!1~c Ch~lstr::~.J hcP~Jy~, By l'lc'N 
Year·s Eve the thaw spoiled the 
sport. 

At the meeting of the Citizens' 
Hose Company last week. eight 

______ ·_· -_-.:_-• ...... -- --...S .,....~~ ... (',.... __ ,.,.. .. 

E. 8a~er and Miss Clara Hartup. 
Jones • Walter, in Phifadelphh1, 
:Occembcr 31st. by Rev. D.F. 
Waddell. Thomas Jones and 
Miss Annie E. Walker, both of 
Thoroughfare Neck. . Rowe • 
Titus, in West Phil.!ldclphia, De
cember 24th, by Rev. J. Addison , 
Henry, George R. Rowe of 
Middletown and Miss Kate C. 
Titus of Philadelphia. 

On last Monday evening 60 or 
70 citizens gathered at the rooms 
of Miss Mary E. Savin to witness . i 

:the charade ... Madcap"; Char- / 
actcrs: "Miss Emelina Boggs" 1 

was taken by Miss Kate Bell; , 
"Miss Araminta Boggs" by Miss 
Laura Doughten: '"Margaret 
Westmore: by Miss Elva Carrow; 
"James Morley" by Olin I. 
Hough; "Shaketpeare Tennyson 
Hogg" by L.M. Price; "a 
Polie<:man" by Mrs. E.M. Cloak. 
which was very much enjoyed. It 
was followed by Miss Lizzie 
Myers of Philadelphia reciting 
"A Legend of Bregenz" which 
was beautifully rendered. The 
pantomine, .. Chinese Restau
rant" was enjoyed by all. as well 
as the singing of two pieces by na 
quartctte of gentlemen. J. Ed. 
Hoffccker singing the solos. 

Mary Louise Deakyne: solo, Ruth 
Gooden; recitation. Manficld 
Ennis; solo, Mis. Frank H. 
Hynson: Grange Journal. Ruth 
Pryor; songs. refreshments and a 
social hour. 

Dr. W.L. Vaughn of Smyrna 
h;i" sued tlic Town of Smyrna for 
S 1000 for injuries sustained 
Christmas a year ago while the 
Christmas decorations were be
ing put up. Dr. Vaughn, it is 
... u ........ ~.... U•~<:' ,.......ncc;ftn th.n ...... 
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J,AWII OF DltLAWAl<E. 

OF .l't;IIT,IC }!Ol:CA'rlO!<. 

P""''" hureh1 f n~c,1~iuuom .1rh~ll i-neluue t}io,..!!,eeessary repair• or 
,Tr •• •• additional Rum 

'l >f the proceed
' r the ehairmau 

.vered to the 
~r t.o tl10 Clerk 
ublic reoord. 
of the several 
exhiblt ti1elr 15 -y1es 

CJ►' ••JlKI:: 8CHOOJ,S. 

• .. 

• 

of Clu111ier 42, 
voter6 of ~aid 

, of April u~xl, 

1 :ill money ,lue • 
lay• they ol,~11 
sHiouerli of die 
IJitiona!Jy, the 

Be i( ~mu:te(t by tl,~ 8 1.•utAle an,l ]J,,us<: Qf ll~prti!sentaJivu of tl,t 
St,,k f>/ /)~!,n.1J(lt (', ;,i a,men.ll Aas,•mbl9 m,·t (l'wo-ll,irds of ,,,r./i 
l,i-arw/, 1Jf !I,,, ~c.,p'sha,,re ,:1ncurri1t!J) <t.s tollo,cs: 

•; .. , ... ,,,.,... S1:,T10:< 1. . ·'.el\;WO.i>:.nn,1b!fl<Jr!Cd t.\\ .0:r~t ~!ii,~tur,!l,'J·;QC::,J\pril, 
~::::.::.\ 11,,. A .. JJ .. ,l !ll:>l,, tl,cS: 1i1fuil'.S{;lji1,ill: •:l'l~ii:tcf:. N&< S,J ifl<ti 7f;D))'.d;£the 
': 1·;--~ ''.1:f t'ftt&,1, :-rJi~Yr1f:r)t,C.;,r~:»-t..~s.l.1ii>:r~.in:tt{ii'i~eoFCa/i:fi'i;.; :ti,l)ow 
";.:, ·.'.~ •. ; . .tioi,ilii'fif;¼i::?1&\ 11:if;;,,-,,y.;t iti,-.;i,i'r:ci': b,t,i1<iiiiiue;i;, ~1,.~i Vfi>rii\' oue 
t:;;,•r

1.',f1
''l

1 
11n'fi'Cil'•"s(~Ii~,ol di strict l,y tho uamc of tbe "~myrna Public 

""""'· ~cliuol " awl sh:i.li he governed by. a board of ,lircetot.s to ho 
~!;:.;rne--t .. l:ompo~l!d of ,;<!v<.m rneuiherfS who shall ho e)cctetl :l3 ber~inafter 

pr,widc,l. , . ,, . . 
,. .. .,,,, .. , SKCTIO:S 2. 1 hot the "Board of lJ1reetors • ol tlie soul 
.,,.,..,,.,,_ ":,;,uyru:i. l'u1,lic Sd1ool, ·, ~hall be constituted as foll<,wP., tlie 

two 1~rc,.cut comtni:i~i<1ner1i of each of tho said 11nited dietrict..q .~O!>.. 

!,Aw:,; or DEr.,AWAfU!-, 

OJ:1' PCBl,IC JWIJCA.TION. 

3 and 77 and No6. Ii and lOi, whose terms of ofli•;~ will noq~'r.J":'.~;'"· 
-,xpire on the first. Saturday Qf A.pril, A ... D. 1_88> SI/all be'"•''"""' 
member• of the sn>d "Board of Di,ectora .. until t ,1e ~,me for 
~J,ieh th11y were originally elected shnll buve c:q,iMd: Two 
merr.bBrl of the sai,1 '' Boar,! of' Di!'ectors 11 ehalJ b? clf}Cted by r-a~;;:~·:,.111 

1bc School voter• at the annual election !O be he!Cl .~n the 6ret , 
Saturday of April, A, D, 1881. That 1s to et1y: 1 he •cho?l r.,~~~":.,~;. 
votera of unitoo •ehool district NoB. 8 and 77 _shall a~ sa,d 
annual election elccl- ono member of the saicl "noa,ci of Direc-
tor•., and the 8ehool ve>tere of the saitl united •cb-ool -di~trict 
No;, 5 and 107 shall at~o at euid annual election elect one member 
of the .said "Boanl of Direct:.r11," which tw,, member!, of the au!cl 
"ll<>arcl of' llirect.ors" so eloctecl oc tho tir~t Saturday of Apr,I, 
}., D. 1881, ahnll ,crve for the i.,,,rm of three year•: The re.maiuing 
wcmber or the said board slmll be elected by the oth,,r six mem• 
her• of the snid board al the liral meeting of the sniJ Boarcl 
,.,hich •hall he held on the 11rst Moniluy after tl,e fast Saturday 
ol' A jiril, A. D. 1881, and a11n1:1a!I¥ y,ere!ll~r, 3U('. wh~ ,'::ia,:I 
~rve for the term of c:,ne year. 0':A'tt.it'lb.~r~i\{~ t ~\,Jf(i:l!QC:f ,1!!,>.l.\!r•. 

' iif tii~;Jii111 'U'nJ((f.JJiiii.fJ~I ·g?i!.J:P.;!l!!iit:£-P~tff~!t~?\J'-;:11?~.;J ~:~licl'' 
.. ,1ot.•h.~11·,,11e~t iiJflik1ll•lll~•~cJ1ii-~,hl_il>.ilW•iiiN/11~\Jr~~1,~~ 1'.'N~i•.~,-. 
i$nf~tT ( </f)(,i_. ~f~~:?tli~r,~lt<rf~• ;'r~~:~ai~l · ~8~fa .. ~'a.i\,.;tJ'J!:~•r:1,i, 
'ori, tl~e.if!ratt5t\~ ti r4~ Yi.\~-• ;(tt lr..1.l:.,1 ll;::e:i.c I 1s,;yea~; at: i • fJ r'l ook f ', -~I,, 
aud hold. ao· 'election for two mcmber8 of the sa10 "lloard of 
llirec.tors," who shall aerve for the term of three _veat·s. In e~$C 
of .:i tic, vote nt any election the presiding cffi•:er of s:ich clectmn 
ihall gi vc an additionul vote. 

S1xT10:< 3. '!'hat a majority of tbe board sbll form n 
<iuorun:t, an,l any vac.anc7 occasioned 1,y. non-elccLion, cleo.th, '!u, .• rum. 

re, ig11ation or othe,rwiHe, .1.,.11 be Ii lied by the aaiJ hoard at any' "''"'"'· 
stated mect.i11g for the whole or residt:e of the term, as the ca~,: 
mav be· 011d if any member of the boartl, or any pcrscm 
elcctccl ~ member thereof, ahall abS<lnt bimself fn, m its •lated 
meetings for three Auceesai.-o iiession• without •uffiei cnt excuse, 
1!,e bo,ml may, Rt it8 option, declare hi• pbco vocaat; aucl 111ay 
Jill such vacancy ns herein providecl. 

S.K<,'TJOl' 4·. 'rbat the mcmbct$ of the snit.! boar,, '-hall be a . 
• b l 1· 'l'J B I f 1)' ' l • f ti """"'' corporation y t 1c nnmc o " 1c 0ar< o ire.; or.:t ? 10 cM,...,ra-

Smyrnn Public Scl,ools,'' and by that name they a 11d .thc1r ,uc- "'"'• 
Cc-'<.~or• shall have pcrpe~unl suc~c~~ion, and 0hr,:1 l(nvci "!"' 
)'OS~CSS nll d1c powers, rights, privilege~, and frnn~IJls_c~ 01 a 1•uKCr£. 

corporation necc.,rnry :mcl proper to c.~t_n~liah n1.>d .m mctmn_ go?u 
rebools for the t-duco.tion of all the ,:luluren mthrn· ~lw dr•trict 
afosesa id, thnt arc by lnw cntitlecl to be cclucatecl i·., th,, public 
,d,oolij; and shall ha vc full control of all the real :, ucl pe•·~on:il 



102. SMYRNA'S FIRST KINDERGARTEN BUILDING 

An Act of Assembly in 1829 established the public school system in Delaware. As the 
result of that legislation, Smyrna was divided into two school districts, namely No. 3 and 
No. S. By 1854 population expansion on the south side of Commerce·Strect necessitated 
the erection of a two-storey brick structure on West South Street. It was surrounded by 
a large yard. In the 188O's the kindergarten movement, originating in Germany, developed 
in the United States, and took hold in Smyrna in the latter years of that decade. 

By that time·a .smallfr~rpeyi~;~rJt~•cottageh~.d}eert .erected on~t:tmmi11sStreet .011 
a part .• ofNQ. 5'$ .lot, :A.ccpfdingito oral 'tradition· the ladies of ihe town?prgani.zedthe• • 
private kindergarten, and held 9l asses in the cottage. Albeit the.venture was short,livcd. 
Lat1=r the. building was moved. to West South Street and .. turned around. 

112 

It is one of Smyrna's smallest Victorian Cottage structures. However, it is three bays 
wide on the first floor, one room deep, but two storeys high. The most unique feature 
being its twin separated dormer gables protruding from the A-shaped roof line, Windows 
were six over six. The porch was a later addition. ' 

For many years it was a tenant property owned by the Short Estate. Recently it has 
been purchased by Elmer Gove. 



SCHOOLS.-. Probab~y the earliest school in Sm rna 
.nd one wluch attarned the most eel b 't y ' 
i' • d ' • e r1 y' was a 
'r1en s school, known as th~ Southern Boarding 
,c?~~l. The school exercises were performed in the 
mldrng on Mt. Vernon Street now owned b M 

l\I F' I ' • Y .rs. 
• .r • Js er, an?, the students boarded in the build-
1g now the res1uence of John l'r'Iust"'rd "'h: • . t' · " • i is 1nst1-
1 10n ':as c~~sed before l8r25, acd little can be learned 
oncermng 1t. ( 

By the first division Qf the county into school dis
tricts, according to the act of 1829, Smyrna formed a 
portion of Districts No. 3 and 5. Two frame school• 
houses were erected, one ion North and the other on 
South Street; At a late~ date District No. 77 was 
created out of No. 3, and District 107 out of No. 5. 
No new buildings were erected in the new districts . , 
but the schools conducted as before. · In 1854 it was 
found necessary to provide more ample accommoda
tions for the scholars, and the building on South 
Street was removed and a two-story brick structure . b , 
twenty-six y forty feet, erected. Both buildings 
are still standing, though no longer used for school 
purposes. The building in District No. 3 received 
several additions and alterations, and was used for 
school purposes until 1884. The growth of the schools 
and the advantages of the graded-school system led 
to the coµsolidation of the schools. In 1881 •an act 
was pas~ed enabling the commissioners to consolidate, 
and on April 4th of that year a meeting of the com
missioners of Districts No. 3, 77, 5 and 107 was 
held, which resulted as follows: The board organ
ized by electing George H. Raymond president; E. M. 
Cloak . secretar,p ~ P, Hoffecker tr~Q_f:Z•:-ri... On .Tnlu 1 J 1 --..UJ.~~. -...,.._. v -.-.J 

13th of same year, George H. Raymond resigned his 
position as commissioner, and William M. Bell was 
chosen his successor. 

T n September 1881 1 L. Irving Handy wa8 elected 
principal, which position he filled until 1887 when he . ' resigned and accepted the position of superintendent 
of the public schoois of Kent County. Pursu'.l.nt to 
a notice given January 8, 1883, a meeting of t.he tax
payers was held January 19th for the purpose of 
considering the advisability of erecting a new school
house. At this meeting it was resolved, "That the 
Board of Directors of the Smyrna Public Schools be, 
and hereby are, anthorized and requested to ask from 
the General Assembly at its present session,' an 
ame11<lu1t11L Lu tho act entitlrd a.~ '.i'\.ct ta Cc!'!so!id~t~ 
the Public Schools of Smyrna,' enabling the said 
Board of Directors to borrow, not exceeding the sum 
of sixteen thousand dollars, for the purpose of erect
ing a school-house in said district." The petition was 
granted, and on February 12th John H. Hoffecker, 
George 'I.N. Taylor, W. A. Faries and William M. Bell 
were appointed a committee to Relect a suitable site. 
A lot on the corner of Delaware and South Streets 
was selected and purchased of the heirs of Mr. Catts. 
The plan of a building, as draughted by C. E. Graham 
& Sons, of ·wJmington, Will! adopted on April 3d. 

The contract for the building was awarded to T. 
W. Farree & Ilro., of Y orklyn, on the 2d of May. On 
May 29th W'illiam M. Bell, W. A. Faries and G. W. 
Taylor were appointed a building committee. The 
building was completed and accepted in January, 
1884. It is a brick structure, cruciform in shape, 
having four transepts, each twenty-five by thirty-five 
,. • • L • 1.. ·i.· ,:i f'. • • h '"h 
met, two SLO:ries uigu anu Aormrng e1g •• t rooms. .!. _P. CP.TI • 

tre bu ii ding is thirty-five feet square, three stories high, 
and is surmounted V"tith a dome and belfry, making a 
tot.: l height of ninety-two feet. The total cost of the 
building was fourteen thousand nine hundred and 
eighty-eight lollars. The old school property was 
sold Janua1J 2d of that year. The land on South 
Street was divided into six lots, three of which were 
purchased by . William M. Bell, two by J. C. Bailey. 
and one by Mrs. Han11a,h Surgeon. The lot on North 
Street was purchased by W.W. Tschudy. In June, 
1884, Edward B. Gordon and Harry R. Bell were 
graduated as the first aiumni of the pub1ic schools. 
The firi!t commencement exercises were held June 26, 
1881'>, when a class of five was graduated. At the 
present time twenty-three have graduated. There 
are at the present time in the public schools eight 
departments. 



>tX .. The Smyrna Public Schools .. g~ 
~-~ ~~ 
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'l he tir,.t !rt>tl :,,dw,)I tu tnwu w1u1 op
t,ntid 111 11. huildini,: ou l'll".t <·:ou11uer<>ti 
litreet 1ww owu1•tl ai; u pl11.1·e uf re,-i
deuce hv ,J.il1u \\', Tud,t•r formerly 
the Dli\'i"' pr. l'>lft\', It was 1>t11l'te,l lly 

tht> Y<Hlllg- la,ii1•>1 uf town prumiueut 
lltUOlll,!' whoru "•"It' :\Jr,.., .\nu Spr11111H't' 

1111,I tliti .\li,-1<1•, :\lar_,. au,I .\nu Pt1ttPI'• 
s,,u. It was i:i.·orporatod as the Fe
malt1 l"uion So,'lt'ly, J1111:111ry '2:!, 1-'H~, 
it11 ohj .. ,·t liuiu..: r .. Ptln,·al ,. th:>sti wh" 
w 'rt) n1rnblt• to I'll\' th•· tnitiuu at tin• 
pri,·ate ,.,_•uoo'~- This imt,tllllllll WII!\ 

!'Olltillllt'd Ill.ltd the i,durtiou of tLP 
pnMic ~,·lwt1l !ln•tPm. \\"h1•11 Ktrnt 
(\muty ,,a,. divided iutn "l'Lool di,.· 
lnets a•·<~ordiu;: ~ .. ti.it• 1hit of JH:.>H, 
Su.,yrnu f<>l'lllt'd tllllt purti JU kuown nil 
J>1,-trit-t~ \'o. ::aud :-,o. -i. Two frame 
1«~lio111l1,.•11~1•,-. w,•re erewlt>d, Xo. H he 
i11g- ,m x .. rth >'lrt•t•t 1ww tl1e reHi,ltluee 
or eolor,•,l pe()p!e 1ulll X (1. ,i beiug ou 

:::loutli strnt'!, 1ww 

~atlrnniel F. Wilds. 
tl.i1.1 rn,11.Jou,·e of 

At 11 !11ttir date 
,l1~tnd So. 77 wiu; :•reuted out of :;,i, 
;; au,l \o. 1117 out of \n, ,'i, Tu 1::!~4, 
h11 .n•tu- the H~Hll!l'A l'un;s wa11 ttS· 

tabli~he.J, the frullle 11tr11ctuni kuuwu 
its \n, :; w1u; 1rnpplauh•tl L_y a tw" -.tury 
bri,·k sdw,1lhom,e, 11101·e comn1r111ious 
uutl I t•tl1•r ud11ptetl to meet tlw in· 
crea-iug- ilt•waud. Tbe ,.:rowth of tbe 
sc)1~lul awl tlte 11tlvanl11;.:'-'s of tlrn 
::radt·d ~ch1111i "'Jsteru Hoou m111lt., 1t~,.Jf 

fdt uud ltad upto tlie co1181)lidut:un of 
thi> 1-1.-lwols aud tbe hnil,liu:,r of our 
wa..:11itkeut :school li_ti,ilding. 
C ,uolidalion ol the ~myrna Public S~hool. 

The uet cuubliug tl.ie Hcbool ,·om· 
u.i:;;;i,,uers to couHolidate the trnhool11 
was p1rnsed h,v tbe Legislatnrn of 18.'31 
nud nu April tbe 4th of tbe Hawe i·ear 
:lw ,'Dllllllis~iuuers nf No a, 'ii, :i, and 
!07 met uud effected au orgunizution 

with George H. Haymond 1u1 prnsi
de!lt, K 1\1, Cloak, Hecret11ry, aud 
,Tr mes P. Hoffeeker trea11.nror. Iu 
,Tt:l.)· of the 1<nrne ytiar :\Ir. Haymond 
re&i1:ued tl.ie pref'ideucy and wa:, sne· 
ceet1e1l by Mr. V,'. 1\1. Bell who took 
an ,1t'live iutereHt iu tbe c•1111Ke of edn
c·,tiou 111111 witl.J ,J obu H. Hotfeckn, 1\·e1·e 

lar,1?ely in1,1trn1ueutal iu getting- tbl.l 
new scLoul buildiug-. Iu fad tbe 1il140 

of vlll' Hi~b 8ctiool w,u-1 origirrnlly 
tbonglit out by :\Ir. Be11 before it wa11 

g-iveu to tbe architectR. Pursuant!.) 11 
;10ti1•e l!iveu ,Tuly the 8, 188:J a meeting 
of the taxpayer11 was held for the 1nir
pww of cou1<ideriug the a,l v111ubili ty of • •• 
erecting a l.lloderu Hii:h SchllOI build 
iui,: aud it WI.I.H resolved to petitiou the 
lel!i11lat11re for tbe right to borrow 
i,lli,000 for the pnrpo11e of bnildiug the 
uew structure. The petition \\'I.I.fl 

;;rnutt•tl February 12th au1l ,Tobu H. 
Hotfocker, W. M. Bell, Georg-a \V. 
Tllylor aud William A. FarieH were iip· 

pointed a committee to Releet 11 Hite. 
The contract was 11wurde11 to T. W . 
.Farre ancl Bro., tlw seco u 11 of ;\lay 
and ou the 2flth of :\lay W. :.\1. Bell, 
W. A. Faritlll autl (ieorge \V. Taylor 
were appointed a huililiug committee. 

' Tho lot was pnrchaHe1l of the heir~ of 
Ha1111wl C,,tt:<, Hr., for $1800 and tbe 
pn•i,i,ut nrnguiflceut e,litice waH has
teued to au early completion, and was 
11c1.wptetl and ready for occ11pa1iey in 
Fubrnary lHS-1. The building it, crnci- : •• 
form iu 11hn11. having- four transepts, 
eacli ~ix34J foet, two stories high and 
formiug eight roolllli, The ,ieutre 
hnildrn;; is :ri feet "1111are, tliree 

' Htoriflll high au,1 b 1111rwonute1l with a 
dome aud belfry, making a total 
height of 92 feet. The third floor or 

.\ sl,ou, hly Hoom is nso!l as the deruut- , 
went of the Priuci1,al. There are 110w: 

nine !lepnrtmeu ts nnt! eleven gra1lei:. J 

FACULTY OF THE SMYRNA PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 

At the opening- nf the 11ew Hcbool l 
h11iltliug, Fehrnary lHt, 1884, Mr. L. 
Irving Hauuy waR Principal; Miss 
Eliz11heth Parrott, I 8t asRistaut; Miss 
Enmrn H ougb, '!ail 11.1111iRtan t; :\I iss / 
Annie Um1ghten 1 , :Jrd assistant; Mies j 
Elizabeth :McDowell, l11t primary; 1\litis, 

Kat beriue L. Storm, 2nd primary; and 1• 

1\lis11 l\lary 8prnance, :!rd primary. 
On ,June 2\Jth H~8;i, .\1i11s Carrie K. i 

l .en_'" l·:iict:1. T,,,. f{ .. w --~fi,., r.lllily :-'J>ruan, ,. ~Ii•., .\1o11a B, .. ,·kl'tt. !\Ii!<.• J.iui,· ~lefloWl'II, Mi,~ 
,\u:n) M1dd,t•l.ot1. .\Jl ... "1 ).Ji.irs :""J)rt.Htflf't~. 

: ••'I'" l.iiclir i; .. ,t,,m ,.;,.,,·.-~lf,, fmuu, 11««.;f, \':,.,. Prln.-iuul 1; W. P11yne. Pr!Jwlp11.I J.P. 
Hnr.-lt•tt•· ~It~, L·zr,, P::t.rrot! 

I 
Budd was elected as teacher of the I 



,, 
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