
;,'fi~ lSaltimcre C~e~cs ot _ 1793 • aasigned ~chard l-llutcoat to ~~ otrice ot pNaiding .. 

lder !or the temtor., of the ·Eaatern' :Sho~ ·or. Mar,yl.and am ~~ • A gnat. re'dvai . ~ 
. . ' . . . .· .. . . . 
' . . - • -. . . . ( ~ ·,... .- . . '" . . 

11• ¢ th,e peninsula under 1'1hateoa.t•• adm1n1atntion. The orgam.ation &Id-· ccmatruction o:!' 
• . ' . . .. . ., 

..... - . 

• inan;r churches· was -a ~· c:nitgro~h 0t Whatcoat •a :Lnf'l.uence. 

The Whatcoa.t l~· Churck. in Camen was organized tn l'79i at- which t~ Daniel l • - • •. 
• ' ..... - . . '. 

~ • • I • • • I • ·• • • - • , - • ' • • , 

. Lowbel': gave the usa • of.' one-h&l.f'. acre ar laJd: to: bu:l.l.d a 4hUl-ch.. Thia halt-ao.:ra :la :1:Mluded . ' . 
' . ~ . . : . . . . ' • . • •... . . ' 
in tha ol.r.1 grave y-ard" in ~he ■out.hem part. of. town. ~~ !olfber tomal.11.' deeded· the laJr:1' • ' • · 

to Elijah Barratt. Willi~ ~~iek, '.thanes' ~il •. Pet~· 14Wff".,. .. amt_ Ben.1iua1n· Br.ad1,. 
• ;" . • . . :~ - ~ . : •. ,/ . .. . . ... . . . -. .. . . • : ~~; ' ' . . • ·,· • • •• ' 

T:rwst~~ tor the people· caJJed: Metbediaf; .:in -~ .- about :th• v1ll~ ot ~en .. on the, lWld .. 

◄• .·• · 

: ' - : •• ' On ·w.a ~ --a chapel:.,;.. -erecQd;: ·~ -- ~ighte~ b7 thirty !Mt·, ~th & aalhzi - ·: 
. . •• - ·- .. . .- .. ... . . . . ' : . . . • . -.. : ,, .. 

·tor. the. blacks, who . worshipped with. am· :recei'ftd: the-. sac~ of -U.. obUl'Ch ·ban the-. vbi~- ,. 
' . ' ' - .. . - . . ' . . .. . 

• J • .I . ' • ,: • • 'i ., • • • • . • \ . ·. '· • • •-••.· " 

Ddn;l-atera . .. lJl l.8l3- an addit.jorvff _laa:lf'°-&Cft ,_. deeded. to.- tba Tru.tNa: ~ .enlarge ·t1ie~·gra,- ·, 
,. . : . . . . . . . ' .• . . . " . . ~ . 
iud~ -:~cl. ~~ ~ ~.tbe: .. maps:t ~ -ms~ . ': . ~ .. ·, ~·-

• ; -,. • • :. • • • f , / ' • • ., • • • • • •• : J. . ;, . .•. . . : . . : •• #) • ,r • '' • • 

. , • 'l'h•· ChapoI·.·• · used u a pl&c• ~t wonhip,unti;l l.8S7 -.m 1~,.. abandon.ed &t.¥1, ~ · 1: • • • • 

... : . . ... ' . ... : . .. . . . • - • . ,. . •• ~- ·, ··., ;-__ . • . . . ' . - ' -· .. ,.... : . : 
c:ongnption took. ~ ot. tlW: nev· .~c:k . ~J?UC.tur•·:QAZ!' tm,._ ~ 0£' town. Tb1a: •tt4l.. •. , . ~. . ""',.. • .. . ,'· : . ,-:..' . -~. . . . · .. (. ·-,~ 

Ii¢ ~ ~ -cm ~ , ._:-DJ,& bat& Xbonaae Mifflin. ' 'J;'b,~ahUall btdl~ina, litialt.' ~ •• -./ . · ~} ~ 
•• • • • • . .. •,· . • :. ·-_ _. ..... ..... ~- -. . . . - •. .--;.. - ' i. • •• , . - ... ....... • .. ~:. .... •• 

-$1.ooo·to c;onatl?Uo1 vaa~ded1tiaw ,- J111726:,.l.JS7'- -~i-1.Rev. Wale71"emiq; w.a.~~: :. 
"" . "" • . - .. • • ' . .' . . ' . . • - .... . -;'~- ,·,r 

· UJd~.-RrW. ·Todd•· 1Lhe· ~-. ~ -- ~ -ixi that~~- • • • • ~ .• .---:·· '·: ... ·:/• • 
• • '_.· ~ -~ -1:der,. chir1nc· a. ~ , stoni_ ·the: ~ .·end ~;-tile -~ ~ •• · ~~<.--·'::.·_- < 

• • • t ,.. ,, ' ' • • • • • ,I • • • • • •: •. • • • • .• • • • , 

• h1o1a dovn. 'l'h9 ehlU'Cll .... . napail."ed and "'1edi~at.d iJl Jatmuo7",J.86061: •.: •.. ;, :, . ~·· ::.· 
. . 

... • MaJor impftv-■xt.a· wve· ~~:mid• in- 186S:, with ftded!cat.:ton on· rionaabn--12,: ~j . • . ~ • 

• 1q tu:~. Andmr~p ~~ • . th.· a.v--. Mr •. -~ ; , ~ .,, ' & ~·186, ~-~pan,-.>_-.-
... . . . . - . .. . • •- , [ .. 

aml mw· orpn-. ....-, ~ --

In· l.913 undor the l.eadvuip ot" the· putoPit Rn. w, .. J~ Dawaen.· tJie. Stmday' Scnoo.l aid . 

tectur. rocma' WN"_ :lm~~; anc1· ~ miff dmrcb wu ~ tor .~ ··~1ng. • 

'?he· cmll"Cb.. -.-~ incC>r.porated unt.11 Mq- 16,- 1"9:U~ tu· 'l'rut.NII at. that t:fJa wn

Lutba:l,· s· .. , cCIIDMlJ..: BGJam1n· 'r~ conwll, .. s • .;,t J ., spt&l.,.. John a.- m ·nal-,, EMld:ei Cl__..-. 
. . 

-~ L •. ·ftubba and.· FAP.r c~ . . Dur.Lng; tba.t.. A111J -,..r- a.-~ -an, Kain: Sven vu ~ 
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Peninsula Conference Historical Questionaire 
' I 

See Conference JYl-inutes of 1940, Page 73 

name of CbartQ!i? C. AMJ>1il~. ·- ······ ··-·- -

Is it a station or a circuit? ST.ATIOlif 
If a circuit, what chu·rches are on it? 

If a station, what year did you become such? 19'24 
What churches composed the circuit at the time you became a station? CAMJ)J,~N & LEBANON 
We are very anxious to know of any changes in circuits at any time. The year such change occurred and the churches in
volved. Here is where we are at sea. The minutes do not reveal this, hence our plea for detail. A little bit of information 
reveals volumes to us, 

Cburtcbes 
(Kindly make a separate rt:turn for each church on the charge.) 
What is its local aame (like Asbury, St. Pauls. Union, Etc.) WHATCOAT 
Has it ever been known by any other name? NO 
When was the present building erected? 1857 How many buildings have housed the congregation? ~ 
When built? 1?96 & 185? Where located? West Commerce Street 

Parrsonages 
When boughL or built? Bo ugh t 19 ':2'2 How many have you had? 

Have you one? NO 
Community Building 

When built? 

c;~mete1tks 

'2 

Does the church own one? YES 
Who are they? 

Are there any Methodist preachers buried there? NO 

Pasto1ts 
We have a complete list of all published appointments. If we know what cirt.uits you have been with and the year of :1epe
ration, we can give you a complete record of your pastors with this exception. Has there ever been an appointment made 
other than at Conference, or in other words. has there been post Conference changes1 Name such, who had been appoin ted, 
how long did they serve and who took their place, and it is an easy matter to complete your appointment sheet. We have 
it worked out with the above exception. 

DR. BOLTON C01iiPll~T:::D YEAR FOLLO...-VUW DEATH OF .RP:V. E. H. NELSON 

Recortds 
How far back do your Church Records go? 1864 Are they continuous? YES 
Is there a historical-statement? YES Can we secure a copy? WILL :MAIL SOON 

We have a tentative arrangement with the State of Delaware Archives Commission to store in their fireproof building with 
burglar alarm and other protection devices, such material and valuables as may be committed to us. Would your Official 
Board desire us to keep such old records and papers as may··not be in active use, in this building, with the distinct under
standing they are your property and must be returned to you on demand~ Wi l l i nquire at next m~ etin~. 
Has your history; ever been wriUen? PARTIALLY Could we secure a copy? WILL BE FOUND 

IN HISTORICAL STATEMENT Closed Cbuttcbrzs 
Are there any closed or abandoned Methodist churches or sites of former Methodist churches within ten 
miles of you? 

Can you give us the name of anyone who knows anything about such? 



108 REV, TU:Qlll,~S S~UTJT, 

:Mal'ch 22. I prcnchcd nt Cnmdcn. Tlie 
Lord was in his snncLuary, and npplicdhf5 word 
with po,vcr to many souls, and there ,~ns (Trent 
• • C 

JOY m tho place. I thought the mcetin..,. would 
hnve ~cld nil night, but it broke up a l~tle be
fore day, 

April 1 G. As the conference J('nr is comin..,. 
to ncfoscwc hc!c! a· u'~;~ji,;g nnd _p~be_d 

1hercL:md ~cttfod ue._!~1~ ~u~~~s:S <?f H~~Lt. 
coking over our jouma.ls we. found we hnd 

, ;,r- tnken into .the church on p1·obntion fou~ hun-
• .• dr!d nnd lhirty-lhree members. •• ·-... 

m.1m~tncsar;X oni) 6otttcrGd <!rirmits. • 

llfay 1, 1803. Confcrc;1ce was held in Smyr
~n, and I wns nppointcd to Annamcsscx circuit, 
in Mnrylnud. I bless God that I am rroia" ou 
}

• C C 

us crmnd, :md not. n1y own. Uay that God 
"_hom I scrv~ with my spirit in the gospel of 
his Son, so give me graco in the eyes of the 
people, tliat I mny be useful among them. • 

Sunday, l\fay 22. I prcache!l at . Curtis's 
Chnpcl to a cro,vded house, on Heb. ,i, 3, and 
the word tpok effect in all parts of tlic con"re
gntion. Convictions flew thick and hea.-y, ~nd 
the sword of the Spirit perfo1·med its office
cutting it:, ,ray to the hea.rts of sinners. Bef~re 
the discourse was closed mourners were~ing• 

.REV. THOMAS smTU. 109 

around the altnr fot· m·~r. It was S?Oil 

crowded, nnd nwful WRS the place. Thero wns 
no meeting clnss, but nt tho close of the meet. 
ing w_e received twenty-live into the church on 
probation. Thanks, b'e to God for so good a 
bcginriing on Annnmesse..: cii·euit. This w11s 
another good dny's wo1·k in • the Lord'e vine, 
yal'd. Ilut, ns it must needs b_e llint offenses 
come, when I rode up to the meeting-house, 
being a strnn:;er, some so.id, "Ia that tho pl'eA.ch
cr ?" Mr. -- snid, "If it isl he. is ~ d----d 
proud fellow," and ·swore lie would never hear 
him prench; and mounting his horse rode l1ome. 
·when the meeting was over, :ind :Mrs.. -
l1nd 1·eturncd home, alic found him i11 a rage 
witl1 tl10 prc11cl1cr. "Sir," snid slie, "if you 
hnd staid nnd hmml M1·. SmHh it is likely you 
would l11wc thought bettor of him ; fo1·, siuce 
you loft the house many souls have brcn con
verted}' The next day I prcnched at a funeral 
in the neiglihorliood, nnd Mr. -- left. home in 
the morning, ln.ying his injunctions on 1'frs. --· 
not to hear me prench ; but some ln<lics coming 
by, she wns prevailed on to go with them ; nnd 
soon 11fter, he returned, ;ind 'inquire cl of the ser
vants whc1;e their mistress was. " Gone to thtl 
funeral, sir," said Jhoy. . After walking a.bout 
nnd swearing .o. great· deal, ~e mounted bis . 



108 REV, TliOM.\S SlU'l'U. 

l'lfarch 22. I preached al Cnmden. The 
• Lord wns in his sancLuary, and nppliocl 1iis word 

with 11owc1· to runny soula-, nnd them wns n-rcnt . . .. 
JOY in tho place. I thought the meeting would 
have ~cld all night, b11t it broke up a little be
fore dny. 

April 16. As the co~~~~~c? p.•m· is coming 
to_ n~wo held n mc.~fo1g nncl _prench~d 
thero':--a~1d ~cttled ue._!~<:._-~u~~~~ of 11\~Lt, 

~lung over our journals we found we ho.d 
.:-i- tnkcu into the church ou p1·ohntion fou~ hun-

• .., dr~ nnd thirty-three members. • • -= 

2l.mt~m.csG.c,l mtl:i 5outcrGct Qiirmil.G. • 

Mny 1, 1803. Coufcrn1~cc wns held in Smyr
~:t, nnd I wns :ippoinled to Ann:imcssc::.: ch-cuit., 
Ill Mn.ry Ian d. I bless God t.hnt I um ~o in " 011 1. I:) ., 

us errand, ancl 1101- lily own. l\foy that God 
whom I scrrn with my SJ>irit in the gospel or 
his Son, so givo nic graco in the eyes of tllll 
people, that I way be useful among them. 

Sunday, 1\fay 22. I pl'eachc!l 11.t Curtis's 
Chapel to n cro,vtlcd l1ouse, on Heb. i, 3} and 
thEl word took dfcElt in all parts of the con"re
gntion. Convictions flew thick and hoaYy, :nd 
the sword of the Spirit performed its office
cutting its way to the he::irts of sinners, Bef~re 
the discourse was closed mourners were ~ki• 

zttt TPR:Crtc:i: ' WW ?:c>rew·· W>IIIYP 

1mv. THO]l.A.S S~llTIT, 109 

around the :i.lt_nr for EJ~i-. H was S!Jon 
crowded, Mll awful wns the p1ncc. 'l'hcrc wns 
no meeting clnss1 but nt the close or the meet
ing w_e received twenty-five into th_e church on 
probation. Thanks oe to God for so good a 
beginning on . Annn.mcsse.....:: circuit. This wns 
another good day's woi·k in the Lord':: vine• 

·~ w· . 
! • 
J1 ,,,. 

I 
I . 
I • 

.• 

j . yard. Ilut, ns it must needs b_e that offenses 
come, when I rode up to the meeting-house, 
being n stranger, some said,"' Is tliat tho p1·each
cr ?" Mr. -- srud1 "If it is, he. is n d--d 
proud follow," and -swore he would neYer heo.r 
him prench; and mounting his horse rode home. 
"\\'lien t.he meeting was over, and 1Hrs. -
hnd 1·eturned home, she founcl l1im iu 11 rag~ 
with tl1e prenclicr. "Sir," s.\id she, " if you 
hrul sta.id nnd l1cnr(l Ml', Smith it is likely you • ' J 
wouhl lHWO t\1ougllt bctlcr of him; for, since •• ~,; . • § 1: 
you Jc~ the hou~e rnm1y souls hnvo bl'en con~ ~ 1£-j· 

;:rtt~::eig~:::r~::~~::}~:.~aclied ::i:~1;:r~l '.'1fi~·f'1 
the morning, lr.ying hii; injunctions on l\frs. -- -~-! 

not to henr me prencll; but soma lmlios coming i Wj : 
by, slie wru; prevailed on to go with them ; :md :t,~[!l ·. ' 
soon :d'ter, he returned, n.nd iuquire(1 of the scr- • 

1
~ I ' 

-van ts where their mistress waa: "Gone to_ th;; ' · t • i ; • I I 

funeral, sir," said _they •• .After walking n.bout ·11 
nnd swearing .a great • deal, he mou~ted his J' '. : : : \ 

1111 i 

• ~- .,e.,,,,-n~&~,-- .. .. . -· .tl~f 
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A8lllTHY•8 JQUllN AL. v l. [S1w1·,, 1'702, 

l ~P•_il<c_.on P l_,ilip. i, 113. At. 11ig-ht Lite m'1bility cnme in like 
Ll,c 1

11111111g ?' llto sett : boys were nn·,uml Lhll 1luCJrs, nllll tho 
t;lrc:ct_~ Wei\: Ill 1111 upru1tr. '!'hey l11ul been 11l11ru1ml li\' tt tthont 
Llic 111g-hl before, which, probably, wns ,111c causc ci n,e con-
g-n:g,11\n11 L(:!ng ;o laq,:-e. Hrollll!I' A-- W!!IJt tu prnycr; 
it l ►<'J'gun <.ll"lt:•1 ot1L • \ , .. Ll " • • J • _. , • 1 u 1er , .,-- 111111cc m pmy(:I'; the 
111o:l,iid wen: colli:ctf:d to (ipriosc, I felt tltc JJUIVl~rs of tlark
H~~~ Wt:rc l'cl"y ~trrmg. 1\J'tur !:1t(li11g rn_r rliscomse, l,rr;Urnr 
Ill~-- l"(•~c up 111,d mt11iiu1u.:d lhll sl1ucldn~ cuurlu<:l.lic hnd 
••h~crnid 111nong- th~m; fiil1ting-, swearing-, 1hrc;11lluii,g, &e, 
But 11 li,:t·t: urc the watchmcll? a~leo11. \\'her" arc Hie murris-
1'.·ul<.'s ·/ dc,zi11g Ill lu,rne. '1'1,is i.;; iL wicked, hu1·,·ibl1' wicked 
clly; 1111d if Llu.: 1wr,plll du llul l'cl'or111, .1 thi11k tl,c}' wilJ lie 
kl luu,c 11pua one a11ulbcr, ur els~ Ou\l will scutl tlll; pr,~Lilcucc 
111\lullgsl lhcm, nm] ~lay ll1c1,1 hy lnnnlrcchi a11tl thuusnmls : 
t\,c spirit uf pr.1ycr l1t1~ tlcparlell, nwl the spiritu11\ wntch!l\cl\ 
lii\\'u ccascil tu cry 1tl,rnd ainol\g 1111 ,;cuts u1Hl <lc1wr11ina1 io11s : 
f01· Lliei1: 11111'u'.thfulue~~ ll1cy ll'ill l,c ~111itk11 iu itng,:r: fur 
l>l,,.!11Y silc1«:,; lll lite lu;us,; ul' (ln.l, which 011<",]1! l(J rcsuttnil 
". i~l, Lh~ l'oice c,f )Jl'uisc und frcquc11(, JJrn)'CI',"' tl1c Lurll will 
Yl,1l then· i<lrct:ts '1'ill, the 1ilc1,cc ,if dt:J,,lu/i,,u. 
.• llr.1 •• 1. w AHt:,-..illuiid,ry, "JO. I lt•ft Jlhil:,dclpl1i,1, dined nt 

(ll1cstllr, anti prcnchctl nt Wilmiug-lon in 1lw c1·~11ing-. 'J'he 
lli:xttlay I rnclli to Duck Urcek Oro~:; lt .. 11d~, St1ttc .,f Dclnwurn 
lo h,~hl Cilllf;;rcllCI!. We Wcl'c full or Lusii~~~\\Llif~ 
111,J hltcdr. l rncL the lc,~crn ani\ luc,d IJ1·et.ltn,11 in thc rnii1i~
Lry, 111ul we l1nd ll 11u1\·crful 1.i111e. l....i:i!!L).!J.;~lcd tl,cm tc, uj1,e 

,!i\l '.'CC<lunt 1,.f llu,i1· !)~ISL mu! )ll'l?S~llL e:.:1~1:ric~~ •. c.slu_i:. .. 0.c 

• .,t!:~2!: te~,(~~.l~~!~~~(~~s i ;!!•!t,~he,c_l_i,1~~ dicy had Ilic clnlr!!'e 
111, tu9e:thcr with the fil!l.:i.P_~ts of 1:oligi"~ -~1-T;~;.~ tfi'~:y liv~<l : 

. 6 i!7 . Ll,w_y __ 1111~~·~~l~~~ Ill~, um) SJl\'~~cEJ..~-~-1,;;~r·:·,y;;:
~ • 11;1~r~~-tl .\''1tl, ~l g?~il . k,1:.:-fou~~•. J i:~n~. ~v)1\c.!•.,~!•1: gny_ 1~1~_} hO • 

-:t..r,., ~ nl b!l:,;L, Wcl·u c:xchtllcd, 11 we 11111 Hut k':!]1 011L ~in-
(\ ,"'\· l 'l • I " ' -: , )' v 11c1-:;,__ 11ins..:cs, om h1• ,uc1·i1cs. ; . i I}) ::lflfo,·,fo!I, l 5. Hodc tu Camden. ·ro Dr. Ha1'i't:U, ll !.!:l.Ul,. 

~ ~ul\ 1,I a 1r,·,1·lhy fat!ict·, w,i arn chiefly ilt[lelit,,d fur u neut, 
V..·•'-tl "'..,, .'.:._~LJllUIIJical_nwdi11g--l1uu$c, J. hml Su lJlllllY frwiius 11~1;c,?"Iiut 

---..___.-------- -

ASHUllY'S JOURNATJ. 

when: lu g-u.. J\Iy ,1Lt1:m\unco on cunl"cr~.11ce:s 11m1 11uarl,:,·ly 
mcc1111gs lut; lnL"ly hee11 s1) cunstni,t, l J\rnml ii. (:~pctlicnt tLJ 

malu, n ~uildcn ch11111,ll nncl come lu,111e. J 11 rny wuy l bloppcll 
iita'"rflciill 's li(rl1,;c: Llic wom11li11iiir lJccn early n lih crnl w l' ; 

the mun, 110L .,f u~; 1 pwsse;l family ]'ntycr upon l,cr fn,n1 

}.lh:.in,1; •. ,!~_!~Lliuril.y ; l ~:tw hel" Lcit1·s arnl hennl l 11:w 111·0n1i~i:s, 
( " Cumc lio'fi~f Whilll:0 1 rc~olv~tl on the c:;tul,\bhllH:nl 

of 11 pru cr-mecti11 • fur the wou1(rn !JeJ01·c l uu hcnt:e. l Im n i ~ 
folt my s,)ul wclllly quic cued of lalii to bear 11ml suffe r ult L, 
thing,;, nnd lo fed 11othing but love: if we !ll'e tri,·J liy Ut~- ( 

tim, people, iL is _:},1_i:fly -~:~-wn_nt. o!J~~,c::_ __ o! l;i'.~~1~:1.'.,1!~<: _i n )' 
them, ur us, ur 'toll,; l.11ey u1·c oli1ccts of 1,1t}c, not_ ol "~!;(ff. 

'J'his 1l11y is ,;pc11L i11 i-~a,li11g, writing, 1111,diratiou, 1111<l pn,ycr. 
'to he rcli1·c,l 1111\l s,1lit11ry is dl!:;irub1c nftcr the pr.,,wnr:c uf 
crowds, nnd the ]11bnur,,' vmi<HlH nnil unc,~asing, to wl,id1 I 
nm cnlh:d : wl1cn om· Lord wns 1rnr~ue<l hy tha peoplt,, he, 
ns n man, wuultl l1id,: (,'11nsclf. I th01.1glit, if my bl'dhrc11 
w·ould J\Ot spurt: me, I. 11,11~1. s1mrc t~•sell'. 
. I l,nvc hllllll ret111ing Dudol' Lirngtlon on the R ~1·elatim1, 
and lind littlll new r,r v<·ri• ~piritu:d; ,110 is like th,\ Newtons 
mi(l all tlw ltistr,ricnl inlcrprctcrs-unc thing i~ w,111ting-. An1l 
m,,,ht not an i111crprdcr slh>w tlw present time f.:iretultl hy 
th;~,u signs, wl,ich plain1~• poinl tu tlu, 11•!,y ttnd w/, rr~/i,1·e it is, 
1.h:1t sumc urc Chri.,tiat) \Ji~h" ps 11ncl Chrisliim ,lisscrlntor~ c,n 
11roplwcy? A bislwp1:ic wiLh unc, l11" two, 01· three tlwusnull 
~tel'ling n yeiu· ,1s nn 11pp1·11,lng-c, n1ig·ht tlctenninc the mos~ 
l,c,;irnting in tlteir cltoie,,: I sc~ nu reason why a heath,in phi. 
lusoplicr, who lrnd c111J11gh of Lhis w(1rh!'s wisdLJIII lo sec tl1e 
ndl'untnges of wt:allh antl hoiwurs, sl,oul<l not s11y, :• Give me 
a bi~hup1·ic im,l I will be n Cliri~lian." In the Enslt:rn 
ijl:lte~ 1tlso there urll very guo.Z uwl s11_rliri~~'?.L~i~ 

.Jiili!~.P.U.l11: .. f,1~1·\l~11-~1).l)1!11i_s~:)~ ~ ~se;~ 1~ur, i~1~~!.c.st: what 
follows? iclllhllrj', mqli!l'S!!!!,~1, <lei~~ 

Toe~tlct_t/, 18. Co1.1tiirned at J11<!g;c W--'s, rrnd spolio ll 
few wunls Lo 1i few JlllCJplc. 

ll'ed1;c~dw1, l[I. \\'c ca11u! tu }Jillfonl, un cl l\i\J ll sol~nm 
tin,c ou Gc,;o:sis l'i, :i. lfrrc J hd1l 11 cc,nfcr~nce with the 

VuL lL-8. 
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THEM. E. CHURCH AT CAMDEN, DELAWARE 

Methodism was early planted in this to'W?l ot Camden, and may just]¥ claim 
much of the credit for whatever there is of religious interest and life among 
the people here today, and, too, must largely bear the reeponaibility for any 
religious indifference that exists here. In the year 1796-117 years ago - and 
on July 27th of that year, one Daniel Lowber deeded one-halt acre of land to 
Elijah Barrett, Wi1Jiam Bostic, Thomae Punlell, Peter Lowber and Benjamin Brady, 
trustees for the people 11called" Methodiets in and a.bout the village of Cam:ier... 
This half acre of land is now included in the old burial place in the southern 
part of the town. On this ground was built a chapel about 20 by 30 f'eet in size, 
with a gallery for the use of the colored people who then worshiped with the 
white people, and received the sacraments to the church from the hands ot white 
ministers; and among whom, -we are told, were some real Christian characters. In 
the year 1813 there was deeded to the trustees ot this chapel, by this time 
known as Whatcoat Chapel, and additional hal.f' acre at land, which is now also 
included in the burial place, in which are the graves of maey of the pioneers 
of Methodism. Thie chapel was w,ed by the Methodists here a.a their pl.ace of 
-worship until the year 1857, when the present, commodioUB, brick church, built 
at a cost of about seven thousand dol.lare was dedicated on July 26th, 1857; but 
some two years ai"ter, being badly damaged by a severe etorm - the north end o! the 
church was partly blown down - it was restored, and was rededicated in January 
or February of 1860. The serm6n on this occaeion was preached by the then cele
brated Peter Cartri8ht. At the time of the dedication, 1857, Ca.mien circuit 
comprised the charges of Camden, Magnolia, St. Jones, Bethbrier, Gum Swamp, 
Canterbury, and LeipJic. This substantial. brick church or Cam1en is the 
heritage of .the Canrlen Methodists of today, bequeathed to them by their ancest-
ors of the last generation eameet Christiane, among whom was Benjamin Townsend., 
who was the leadiz18 spirit in the enterprise and 'Who gave largely of his time 
and means to it; together ld.th Fletcher Jacla,on, Jose}il McBride, F.dward Lord, 
Thomas Nock and many others, men and women, who ''being dead yet speaketh II through 
the commodious church building of today. Mr. J. W. Stevens, is a member of the 
chapel. and a member ot the p:,;-esent cilu!'Ch when built. All who were associated 
with him in building the present church, tor which he furniehed the lumber and 
helped haul the brick, are gone to the "rest that rema.ineth. 11 It ia a curious 
fact that, at least, a part of the old chapel, built more than a century ago, 
is now an old dwelling house here occupied by colored people, and in which, it 
is said, a "speak-easy" was recently run; to euch base uses may even dedicated 
and venerable things be brought. The present members ot the Methodist Church 
here appreciate, but may be not eo much ae they should, appreciate, this heritage 
lei"t them by the fathers, and, ae an evidence ot this .appreciation, they keep 
the building in repair. They have within the past month, following the leadership 
of their pastor, Reverend W. F. Daweon, removed a pa.rt of the brick walls between 
the class and sunday school rooma and the lecture room of the church, and have 
put in place of the walls removed, glass partitions and glass doors and have 
covered the walls of the lecture room with ornamental metal ceiling, extending 
the lecture platform, and have painted the entire work, all of which adds neatness, 
and additio~ light, ventilation, com.fort and convenience to this part of the 
church. They have also wired the entire church building for electric lighting. 
The material for these improvements is paid for in cash, and the work was kind.q 
given by the mechanics and by the young men ot the church, to all of whom much 
credit is due, and whose interest in the work is appreciated. In all this· the 
ladies of the church have bome a full share. They have, by their efforts raised 
a. considerable part of the money to pa.y for the material, and by their enthusiasm 
encouraged others to go forward in the work. We are told that the total amount 
expended for improvements on the church during this conferenc-e year, 1e about ti V8 
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The Afternoon Order of Worship 
2:00 o'clock 

Orgau Prelude ''Pan is Angelicns'' Franck 
( Kenneth Faulkner at the Organ) 

Call to Worship: 
Minister: This is the day the Lord hath made: let us 

rejoice and be glad in it. 
People: This is None Othe r Than The House of 

God, and This Is The Gate of Heaven 
Minister: Ent~r into ~is gates w~th thauksgiviug, • 

and m to H1s courts w1th praise. 
People: .For The Hour Cometh, And Now Is, When 

The True Worshippers Shall Worship 
The Father In Spirit and In Truth. 
Amen. 

Hymn *. 231 ''Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing'' 
;Jie Scnpture Lesson, 1 Cor. 3:9-23, • • 

Anthem "Praise the Lord, 0 J ernsalem'' Maunder 
** (Solo - ~1rs. Richardson and Choir) 

Prayer By a Former Pastor 
Historical Sketch Mrs, Ernest M. Cool 
Greetiugs From Former Pastors 
Choral Selection "Nearer T o Thee'' Norman 

(Solo - Mrs.James Bennett and Choir) 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings 
Organ Offertory "Pastora1e" Beetl1oven 
Hymn *3821 "Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken" 

(r&3) 
Newark, Delaware Sermon, Re,.;.. Dr. J. J. Bunting, Jr. 

Prayer by Dr. Buntin(>" ' 
A h Cl b 

nt em Holy is the Lord" Offenbach 
Hymn * 1801 ''Breathe Ou Me, Breath of God'' 
Benediction • Meditation 
Postlude "Jesus, Priceless Treasure'~ Bach 

**Interlude for Ushering 
* W e shall Worsllip Standing 

xxxxm:~K~Wl~ MK~~x~~XX~K 
Whatcoat Methodist Church 

. Wha~coa~ Methodist Church was organized in 
1791, at wbtch time Daniel L owber gave the use of one
half acre of land upou which to build a church. This half 
acre is included in the old graveyard in tbe southern 
part of 1?~~ and was formally deeded to"the peop1e called 
M_ethod1st on July 271 1796. On this land a small chapel 
wtth a gallery for colored worshippers was built. This build~ 
ingwasused until 1857wben the present brick church was 
erected at the cost of $7 ,ooo. T he site had been p urchas
ed on July 5, 1856- from Thomas Mifflin. T he church 
was dedicated on July 261 1857, during, the pastorate of 
the Rev. R. W. Todd. He was ass;isted at the dedication 
by the Reverends Wesley Kennedy and W . H . Brisbane. 
T his ?riginal building has undergone several major re
novations. Two years following the first dedication, a 
severe storm par tly destroyed the north end of the build
ing. The damage was repaired and the church rededicated 
during January, 1860. 

After maj or improvements, the church was rededi
cated ou Sunday, November 1 2 1 r865. Further improve
ments are recorded in 1867 when the Rev. Mr. Schreck 
was pastor. Early in 1869 a parsonage and new organ 
were purchased. • • 

Whatcoat Church was not incorporated until 1923. 
During this same year a parsonage on the West side of 
Mai_n Street was purchased. This served as a parsonage 
until November 1953 when the present attractive parson
age, located at the ·north-west ~orner of Main Street and 
Willow Avenue was acqnired at a cost of $ 15,500. In 
1940 extensive improvements were made to the iDte.r ior 
of the church. In 1948 the church was enlarged by the 
addition of a nine·room educational annex under the 
leadership of the Rev. Howell 0. Wilkens. The cost of 
the project was $161000. In 1956 the Social Hall of the 
church was completely renovated and most of the interior 
of the church was redecorated. Members donated many 
hours of labor toward this project. 

The total. membership of Whatcoat Church in 
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1956 is 323 members. 
Fifty-two Sundays a year at IO A. M. the Church 

School assembles. The attendance averages about 150. 
A Sunday School bus leaves 0 amden at 9:20 A. M. and 
serves the following areas: Kentwood,Kent Acres,Moores 
Mi111 Lebanon, Rising Sun, Palmer Park and Kemp 
Acres. Miss M, Kathryn Willey has faithfully ser.ved as 
Superintendent of the Sunday School for almost ten 
years. T welve rooms are available for the 19 classes of 
the Sunday School. 

At 11;00 A. M, each Sunday the congregation 
meets to be guided in the worship of Almighty God by 
its pastor. 
A senior choir and junior choir lead in the singing at 
this service and render special selections. • • 
Miss Mildred Spencer is organist and director of music 
for the church. 

Active church organizations include: The W.S.C.S. 
Lend-A-Hand Society, Upstreamers Adult Fellowship, 
and Methodist Youth Fellowship. These organizations 
meet regularly and each contributes generously of time. 
senrice, and money to the overall p·rogram of the church, 

Since the turn of the century the following pastors 
have served Whatcoat Methodist Church; L.W.Lay£eld, 
E. H. Nelson, T. S. Bolton, W. F. Dawson, Alfred 
Smith, J. T. Price, C. W. Moore, J. S. Eldridge, 
J.P. Outten, D. J. Givan,R. W; Campbell, J. W. Jones, 
W. J. Ennis, J . J. Bunting, Jr., A. W. Goodhand,Howell 
0. Wilkins, J.E. Parker, Ira S. Doyle, and A. E. B. 
Blunden. 

The record shows one hundred years of growth 
and service for Whatcoat Church. May the next one 
h undred years reveal .even greater service and influence 
by the members of this church toward the betterment of 
the community and the advancement of the kingdom of 

, God in the world. 

Off i o i al Board 
President ............... : .... . ...... ................................ ...... .... Frank R. Manahan 
Treasurer ......... ................................................... : ... ........ Kathryn Willey 
Secretary ..................... ...... ........................... ............... Raymond l afferty 
Lay Leader .... ... ............. ... . ..... ..... ................. ......... ...... Walton H. Simpson 

Board of Trustees 
Bradford Carter Harold Carter 
Raymond Lafferty Frank R. Manahan 
W&.lton H. S impson Or . W. B. Simpson 

Robert Wagner 

Board of Stewards 
Burke, Merritt, Sr. 
Carter, Harold 
C luley, Herbert 
Dickerson, Madelyn G. 
Foresman, Virginia 
Laffe rty, Raymond 
Morris. Edward 
Powell, Purnell 
Sipple, Myrtle 
Simpson, Dr. W, B. 

Burke, Lena 
Clark. Mary S. 
Cool, Ernest 
D ickerson, Willard S. 
Hinsley, Bessie 
l o dgo. Flore nce 

McClellend. George 5. 
Richardson, Herbert 
Stauss, William 
Simpson, Walton H. 

Wagner, Robert. 

Carter, Bradford 
C linton. Olive 
Dawson, William 
Dunn, Rebecca 
Jester, Guy 

Mana han, F r ank R. 
Nelso n , E dward 
Richardson, James 

Saulsbury, William 
WIiiey. Kathryn 

President, The Woman's Society of Christian S ervice, Alomn Stauss 
President, M. Y. F. (Seniors) Edward Morris 
President, M. Y. F. (Intermediates) Don Johnson 



BICENTENNIAL PROJECT 

OIL PAINTING OF 
BISHOP RICHARD WHATCOAT 

~il painting was commis~ioned by the Whatcoat Bicen
ial chairman , Larry Layton to Mrs . Ki tty H . Hammond in 

1984 . The painting is self evident that Mrs . Hammond 
t ed a great deal of talent and patience , and with. a • 
;i tual searching from within , captured on canvas all 
fine and honorable qualities of such a devout preacher. 

. Hammond disclosed her feelings when she wrote these 
·sonal thoughts about the Whatcoat portrait: 

Lnce there was a choice between black and brown clothing, 
Eelt the brown to be more representative of Rev. Whatcoat's 
aracter because he looks like a very warm and gentle man. · 

cause he was a circuit rider preacher, I wanted to let the 
,ckground po~tray the double feeling of outdoor foliage and/ 
: a stained; glass window, symbolizing the ch~ch. 

gave the white collar, denoting his calling almost equal 
nportance to his face becuase obviously being a minister 
as extremely important to Rev. Whatcoat. 

. wanted to emphasize the light coming down ~ver his face, 
,nto his collar, and spilling onto his clothing, to repre
;ent the Light and Love of God falling upon him, a love 
~hich, according to his gentle face, he must have shared 
3enerously with others. 

The frame is simple and unadorned, in keeping with Rev. 
Whatcoat 's character and lifestyle." 

The painting of Bishop Richard 
Whatcoat will grace the walls 
of our church for all to s ee. 
A place special and fitting for 
such a spiritual leader of our 
American Methodist Heritage. 
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RICHARD WHATCOAT 

1736 - 1806 

Richard Whatco~t was born on February 23, 1736 to Charles 
and Mary Whatcoat in the parish of Quinton, Glorecesters.hire 
County , £ngland. Richard was one of five .children (one 
brother and three sisters). He grew up in a Christian home 
with confirtlled religious and spiritual teachings bringing 
him into a strong Christian way of life . He began his 
adulthood during very trying and tempt ing times of eigh
teenth century England. 

After the death of Whatcoat's father, Richard Whatcoat 
began an apprenticeship at th,e age of thirteen which lasted 
about eight years during what was considered difficult 
economic times in England. 

Whatcoat w~s greatly influenced by the Methodist pre ~ching 
of Mr. Alexander Mather , an assistant to John Wesley. 
Mather was in charge of the pr eaching c i rcuit which Richard • 
Whatcoat attended . Guided by his religious experience, 
Wha~coat soon became the class-leader, band- leader and 
steward. of the Methodist society at Wednesbury in Stafford
shire. 

At · the British Conference in 1769, John Pawson offered , 
Ri chard ·Whatcoat's name for pr obationer acceptance into 
the ministry. Wha t coat fi r st began .his preaching activities 
when he was assi gned to the Oxfor dshi r e circuit at the age 
of 36 . Whatcoat' s preaching-carri~d him from Oxfordshire 
through the different circuits in England, Ireland and 
Wales . Much of his pr eaching was per formed in the open air, 
as the occasi on would permit in every town and village in 
the circuit and to visi t every member of the society at _ 
home. 

During the Conference of July 1784, Whatcoat came to accept 
the Lord's calling to perform missi onary work in Ameri ca. 
John Wesley acknowledged on September 2, 1784 the or dination 
of Richard Whatcoat to administer tne s acr aments of Baptism 
and the Lord's Supper,. according to the Church of England, 
to those in North America. 

On September 28, 1784 at 10 AM Richard Whatcoat s.ailed on 
' ' 
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the ship "Four Friends" from ,King's Road Bristol, England 
for New York. The voyage was filled with four days of heavy 
seas and strong winds which delayed the ship several days. 
His traveling companions were Dr. Thomas Coke and Thomas 
Vasey. John Wesley had appointed Thomas Coke and Francis 
Asbury as joint superintendents over the following in 
America with Richard Whatcoat and Thomas Vasey to act as 
elders (assistants). 

Richard Whatcoat arrived in New York on Wednesday,November 
1184. The following Friday he and Dr. Thomas Coke left by 
stagecoach to Philadelphia. From Philadelphia, they pro
ceeded to Wilmington, Delaware on horse back later arriving 
at Dover. 

It was on this journey that Coke and Whatcoat met Francis 
Asbury on Sunday, November 14th at Barratts Chapel;, and 
during that historic meeting they agreed to have a· general 
conference on Christmas Eve the 24th of December at the 
"Lovely Lane Chapel" in Baltimore, Maryland. It was at 
this conference that the Methodist Episcopal Church of 
America was founded with Thomas Coke and Francis Asbury 
elected Bishops. 

Richard Whatcoat soon after that conference received his 
first American preaching assignment on the Eastern Shore in 
the circuits of Cecil, Kent, Talbot, Dorset, Annamessex, 
Somerset, Northampton, Caroline and Dover. The task of 
circu'i t rider was difficult even for the best of men , 
however, Whatcoat embrassed his preaching with unsurpassed 
zeal despite the difficulties. It was common-place for him 
to ride twenty miles or more bef0re noon. His journeys were 
tiresome and difficult, taking the weather good or bad in 
his stride. Circuit riders like Whatcoat were usually very 
comfortable ~n the saddle, good horsemen and constantly 
alert to the dangers that faced them on their appointed 
rounds. 

Wha tcoa t served the John's Street Church in New York City 
and later 'in 1792 was sent as the presiding elder of the 
City of Baltimore. In 1793, Whatcoat again returned and 
remained until 1'796 as presiding elder to the Eastern Shore 
of Maryland and Delaware 

~ n November 15, 1796, Whatcoat was appo· tab s· . in e y ishop 
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Asbury and Bishop Coke as the presiaing elder over me 
South District of Virginia . . 

After the disappointing opposition and rejection to the 
position of Bishop during the 17 B 7 Bal tirnore Conference; 
Richard Whatcoat was elected on the second ballot over Jesse: 
Lee to the office of Bishop at the Baltimore ~eneral Conf-· .:;. 
erence of 1800. On the 18th of May, he was officially 
ordained Bishop by the hands of Bishop Asbury and Bishop 
Coke. 

Bishop Whatcoat's Evangelical preaching took . him to the 
societies in the middle and eastern states, plus North and 
South Carolina and Georgia. In 1802 Bishop Asbu:y and Bishop 
Whatcoat passed through the states of Pennsylvania, New York, 
Connecticut, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Maine. 

By 1806 Bishop Whatcoat's health was failing, growing weaker 
and suffering greatly from the task of his office and age, 
Whatcoat's last sermon was preached on April 8, 1806 at 
Milford, Delaware. While traveling in Bishop Asbury's 
carriage, Whatcoat became very ill by the time they reached 
Dover. Whatcoat was ~aken to his friend Governor Richard 
Bassett's home where he lasted for thirteen weeks before he 
died on July 5, 1806. His caus·e of death was described as 
a combined illness of "gravel, stone, and dysentery". 

~atcoat was buried under the altar of the Old Wesley chapel 
in Dover, In 1850 the Wesley Chapel congregation moved to 
State Street and the old chapel was moved. In 1855 a monu
ment was erected by the Philadelphia Annual Conference and 
part of the inscription reads "This stone marks the site of· 
the Old Wesley C~urch erected in 1780. The grave being under 
the Pulpit." 

) Richard Whatcoat died virtually a poor man having hardly 
enough possessions to pay for his funeral. - Whatcoa.t never 
married·, al though he was considered to have been attracted 
to the "gentler sex". He wrote "God has kept my heart 
disengaged from all creature loves, arid all desire for 
wordly happiness." 

Bishop Richard Whatcoat had an 
and a pleasing way about him. 

honest, and gentle, but frank. 

-6-

i~teresting personal appearance 
He was a preacher who was 

He was kind and good and was 



a man of fortitude and feared no danger when his Christian 
duty called. He served a total of thirty-eight years in 
the ministry. Sixteen years in England, Wales and I reland, 
and twenty-two years in America. His service included 
twelve years as presiding elder, four years assigned in 
the cities or traveling the circuits, and six years as 
super in ten dent. 

He neve r received the notorie ty that John Wesley, Francis 
Asbury or Thomas Coke enjoyed , but his dedication to the 
Christian Ministry was no l ess significant . 
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Bradley, Sidney Benjamin Life of Bi shop Whatcoat. 
Kentucky: Pentecostal Publishing Co. , 19 36. 

Leete, Frederich D. Methodi s t Bishops , 
1948, pages 193 - 194 
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OuJt .tha.nfu to .the Wha.:tc.oa.t Adult FeU.oW6hip 601t .the 
6~ng 06 .the p.11.ojec;t, and LaNty Lo.yt.Dn, oWt &c.e.n.t~ 
c.ha.vt.pe,u,on, who c.001r.cUna...ted :tltl6 p!lO j ec;t o.nd ga.theJt.ed 
mo~t o 6 .the .in 6Mma.tlo n 601t ;thµ bM c.hwt.e. 

C fuvrlu M. Mo ye1t., PM:tclt 
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:.-,'Hi\'rCOAT Ul"TTEfl METHOOTST CHURCH 
CAY:flP.N. !lEt..,\WARE 

1791 ..... 1 ?7~ 

i-11'.~lt, otlii: Uinitetl ~tht:1M.Bt Church, C.::ill!ld~oJt Thr!lawJ1r.e 2 

1-"M l ,oitg~fl t -zed 1 ~ 179L l; chapel wa,, b,.rt.1 t on the pree 
~Cli'l t ~H.!i' of t he old g t'nvcy.r,n•;! io thP sguthern p'-"rt o f 
the t-l.l~9 u:.hoe hnH acre o f land hPing given by D:mfol 
T..ot#.H~f " rr,1t1~i~ A~btn·v ~puke in th:h t:h.ap~] in Un'J; 

tr, n,iH,';• ~ brick eh1.ir-ch was hnd.H: t,t', Cami:le·n-Wyoming 
AV!\?~ue 11 •on l.iuul p,mth,,Hzed from Th~m1is M:l. f f1 ilfl o The Re11 o 

R0 W0 Todd ·was th~ fi'!'.";;;t. t,);lS1:"1T' '1)f th~ nev chux-chl> Af t~r 
being si:ariooel y dJJ1m,1geo by a 3torm the church w~~ ria ... 
pisl'l1red ,11ml rededicated .tn 18600 In t 948 the hpt hH~g 
~ag ~nlarged by the ndditiun o f a nine-room ~ducat1on~l 
tJ!Ilne)( uttdeir. th~ leader-sMr of thie P..evo Ho-well Oo • W!lkin8o 
Th~ 1,865 buildinP, and its a~ne.'l( ~re still in use .is a 
yootht commonitr and ed\Ucatlon:al reenter housing sevc.n•a.l 
church scho<:'1 classes ... 

Io !(}61, under the minhtry of the Revo Fre.f!'.k 
Luci~, l~nd wng purchas~d frO!II MI'o & Ml"so Richard Feister 
:ind Mr0 & Mrso George t!oweH for the pre~ent New bu:ick 
but hl.1 n11 l!lnd ?lllf'1d.ng lot., Ground wa:JJ bt'oken on Novem,,, 
ber 22 it 1 t,l6f~ n~d on Oc t<~bm: 9i> '\966ij the. cor~erstone 
w.:i,; ldd f.nr the new sa~c:ti,nr.y and f,el lowship h:.1111 under 
thf;! letll.der-~rdo o f the Revo iU.c:ha.nl Bdle.y~ The new bufUe 
ing uhich t ost l:lVtn· $1.85~000 ~• conseer~ti::d on Scptel!\tler 
'.!,~ ].<:167.. l m 1971 th¢' R~v o Ch.tries M" Moy«!'r- h~ic:amc the 
f}cat'.ltog:-o l}o Nov~mber l4, 1976:1 t~,i yf?~r~ L~t:~r, the mart•· 

g.ige <leb1t w1rn colt!pl t~t~J.y fJlfmi iilate.d and ;,1 sf!rvicu of 
Mof't.q;llt¥ P.~u·nfog and Oedkl1tion wns held;, 
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DELAWARE CHURCH ARCHIVES 

Methodist Episcopal Church of Wilmington (entry 200) from 1796 unti l 1798. He made his home in the 
latter city until 1797 when an epidemic of yellow fever caused him to move to Newport. See: article in 
Wilmington Journal Every Evening, Nov.12, 1936. 

Minutes, 1796--, 1 vol.; in possession of Lelia A. Lyman, Newport Pike. Register, 1928--, 1 vol.; 
in possession of pastor, Rev. Jesse C. McCoy. Financial, 1879, 2 vols., in possession of Francis T. 
Hall, Newport Pike. Sunday School, 1809--, 1 vol.; in possession of Marie Perdham. Records of 
incorporation and deeds; New Castle Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. E5, p. 74; vol. G50, 
p. 106; Private Acts Record; Vol. A 1, p. 294. C . 1, 1."\i • l..-"' , 

(v\'\\l~l\ • 'Nl,\~ '''" • ~ 
®HATCOAT METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1975--, Commerce ~t., Camden. _ r'\f'lsta 

Organized 1796. First church, a small wooden building on Canterbury,to Dover road, was us~ 
from 1796 until 1857 when present church was dedicated. Present church is a two story red brick with 
date stone. Dover ministers served this organization until 1838. First settled clergyman, unknown. 

Minutes (including Financial), 1699--, 3 vols.; Register, 1889--, 3 vols.; in possession of pastor, 
Rev. William J. Ennis. Sunday School, 1925--, 5 vols.; in possession of superintendent, Walter 
Simpson. Ladies's Aid Society, 1928--, 3 vols.; ,in possession of secretary, Mrs. William Evens, Deed, 
1856, Charter, 1796; in possession of Walter Porter. Records of incorporation and deeds: Kent Co. 
recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. F2, p. ~- vol. L4, p. 39; vol. B5, pp. 3 and 24; vol. R5, p. 342; 
vol. T5, p. 216; vol. B7, p. 51 ; vol. L32, p.310 vol. K12, p. 43. 

/It, le,• 
223. ST. THOMAS METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1800--, 2 ½ miles Se of Shortley. 

Organized 1800 as a result of series of meetings held in the home of Thomas Phillips. First 
church, a one story frame structure, was erected in 1800 on land donated by Levin Napkins. In 1857 
it was destroyed by a fire and replaced by the present building which was dedicated the same year. 
Renovated 1892 and 1906. A one story frame structure. First settled clergyman, unknown. 

Minutes, 1930--, 1 vol.; Financial, 1930--, 1 vol.; in possession of Mrs. Olivet Conaway, R. F. D. 
Georgetown. Register, 1930--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, Rev. John H. Whedbee, Bethel. 
Sunday School, 1930--, 1 vol.; kept in church. Records of incorporation and deed: Sussex Co. 
Recorder's office, Deeds Record: vol. AAA49, p. 423; vol. BJ83, p. 311. 

224. TODD METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1801--, 2 miles NE of Adamsville. 

Organized 1801. Services were held in the schoolhouse until a one story frame building was 
erected in 1803. This was used until present building was dedicated in 1852. It was remodeled in 
1920 and in 1928. lt is a one story frame building. First settled clergyman, unknown. 

Minutes, 1896--, 1vol.; Financial, 1820--, 1 vol.; in possession of Mrs. P.A. Johnson, 
Greenwood. Register, 1886--, 1 vol.; in possession of pastor, Rev. Robert W Hastings, Farmington. 
Sunday School, 1920--, 1 vol.; in possession of Miss A. Calloway, Greenwood. 

225. UNION METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, 1801.:-, Market St., Bridgeville. 

Organized and first church bui!t in 1801. Incorporated September 5, 1853. Church was a fran:ie 
structure about a block from site of present 
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More Than 200 Years of Worship

Whatcoat United Methodist Church traces its beginning to the origins of Methodism
here in America. Richard Whatcoat, for whom this church was named, was appointed
by John Wesley in 1784 to come to this country to assist Francis Asbury in the
formation of new churches. Whatcoat was later elected presiding elder for the
territory of the Eastern Shore and was appointed bishop in 1800. He preached his last
sermon in Milford, De. in 1806.

According to our church's history revealed in,
"Whatcoat United Methodist Church - Roots and
Wings", people who had embraced Methodism in
the Camden, Delaware area organized in 1791. The
history was compiled by Kay Powell, Whatcoat's
Church Historian in 1976.

The History of Delaware 1609-1888 by J. Thomas
Scharf, A.M., LL.D. which was published in
Philadelphia by the L.J. Richards & Co. in 1888

states,

"The first Methodist Episcopal Church at Camden was built in 1796. On July 27th of that year,
Daniel Lowber deeded one-half acre of land to Elijah Barratt, Wm. Bostick, Thos. Purnell, Peter
Lowber and Benjamin Brady, trustees, for the people called Methodists in and about the village of
Camden, on the road from Dover to Canterbury. On April 24, 1813, Benjamin Brady, Thos. Paine, and
George Temple deeded to the trustees of Whatcoat Chapel, Camden, adjoining their lot, on which a
preaching-house is erected, one-half acre more. The land on which the church stood was also used
for a burial-place, where many people are still interred.

"The church edifice, about eighteen by thirty feet, was used for a place of worship down to 1857,
when it was abandoned and pulled down, and the congregation took posesssion of their new and more
commodious brick structure farther up town, which had been built at a cost of seven thousand
dollars, and was dedicated July 26, 1857."

To read a Dover Post article dated December 10, 2003, and view pictures of the 1857 church, click
on the numbers. They link to a graphic of the article and pictures. Used with permission from The

Dover Post. The graphics are large, so you'll need to give them time to load. [1] [2] [3]

[BJ Peters' note in 2003: The land granted by Daniel Lawber is included in the old graveyard
which you can see standing across the street from Carl King's Goodyear business on Main St. on
the southern end of town, one or two houses north of South Street. A new structure, dedicated in
1857 is still located just a couple buildings west of the intersection of Main Street and Route 10
(called Camden-Wyoming Avenue), and was used by our congregation until the first service was
held in the present location on 3 June 1967. An educational annex and paved parking area were
added in 1980.]
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"The Camden church was supplied with ministers from
the Dover Circuit until 1835, when it was formed into
a separate circuit. The ministers who served the
circuit in 1835-36 were John Henry, Thomas J. Quigley,
John Henry and W.C. Thomas.

"In 1857 the circuit comprised Camden, Bethbrier,
Canterbury, Magnolia, St. Jones, Gum Swamp and
Leipsic. It has now been [at books pub. year of 1888]
reduced to but two charges.

To read bio-bits for some of our past ministers, click
on "Our Early Pastors" on the menu above.

Our present church is located at 16 North Main St. in
Camden, just up the street and around the corner
from the 1857 church. Its sanctuary features an altar
inscription that was suggested by Dr. E. Stanley Jones
from Matt. 12:6 which states, "Greater than the temple
is here." A Moller pipe organ was added in 1982 in
memory of Isaac and Georgia Jackson and Mildred R.
Spencer, the Whatcoat organist for forty, faithful
years.

In the early 1990's, Don Tyndall began a Video Ministry during the summer months, taping the
traditional service each Sunday morning. He then made the tapes available to members who were
homebound.

A new sound system was installed in 1991, in memory of Donald Knouse and Olive Clinton, for
their many years of dedicated service to our church. In September of 1991 is when Whatcoat began
its ministry of providing a Christian education to Preschool aged children in the area. Carol
VanDerWall was its first Director, and Nancy Caswell its first Teacher.

In 1993, Jean Prettyman headed up the project in which the congregation funded the purchase of a
Yong Chang grand piano.

An elevator and handicap accessibility were added in 1996 to better welcome all from our
community who may want to join us for worship.

During the summer months of 1999, we began to
offer a contemporary praise service before the
traditional service. The Whatcoat Praise Band

was born. The early time was set to enable those
that wanted to head to the beach or for a day's
outing, to be able to go to church service too.

Dress was, and still remains, more informal than
for the traditional service.

In January of 2002, B.J. Peters was given the
Administrative Board's approval for bringing up
a website for Whatcoat under the domain name
of whatcoat.com. This is not only an informative
service for our church members, but an outreach
to the community.

Whatcoat Church as it appeared in the early 1900's. 
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Who Was Richard Whatcoat?

(Recent additions to the text of this bio are found in bold print.)

"Richard Whatcoat was one of the saintliest men in the
primitive itinerancy of Methodism. Had he been a Papist, he
might have been canonized. His biographer adds that it might
be said of him, as of St. Basil, 'that so much divine
majesty and luster appeared in him it made the wicked
tremble to behold him. In him were seen majesty and love.
His whole deportment was beautiful, and adorned with
personal graces.' During eight or nine years he labored
humbly but effectively as a Band and Class Leader in
Wednesbury, Staffordshire, where Methodism was 'tried as by
fire' in terrible persecutions. In 1767 he began to hold
public meetings, as an Exhorter, in rural neighborhoods. In
1769 the devoted John Pawson, who knew how to estimate his
character, proposed him as an itinerant at the memorable

Leeds Conference which sent the first Methodist missionaries, Boardman and Pilmoor, to
America. The Conference might well have received their obscure young probationer with
peculiar interest, could they have anticipated that he was providentially destined to
follow their missionaries, and become one of the early bishops of the wide-spread
Church they had thus been humbly founding in the distant West.

After traveling two years in England, he was sent to Ireland. In 1773 he was sent to travel among
the mountains of Wales, where he continued two years. The remainder of his services, down to the
time of his departure to America, were on various circuits in England. Shadford, who well knew the
wants of the American Church, urged him to go with Coke; he hesitated, and observed a day of
fasting and prayer for divine guidance." ...

The following is an entry in Richard Whatcoat's Journal, "September
1, 1784, Rev. John Wesley, Thomas Coke, and James Creighton,
presbyters of the Church of England, formed a Presbytery and
ordained Richard Whatcoat and Thomas Vasey deacons, and on
September 2, by the same hands, etc., Richard Whatcoat and
Thomas Vasey were ordained elders, and Thomas Coke, LLD., was
ordained superintendent for the Church of God under our care in
North America."

 Wesley used the Latin designation "superintendent" rather than
"bishop", the more accurate rendering of the Greek episcopos.
The latter word was associated in England with too much secular
pomp to satisfy his simple tastes. It was not his wish to
multiply bishops of the Anglican type. He desired a more
primitive Church order..."
Source: John Wesley the Methodist - A Plain Account of His Life and Work, authored by (as is simply stated) "a Methodist
Preacher", Pub. In NY in1903.

An excerpt from the journal held by Rev. Ignatius T. Cooper in 1887, of Camden, DE., nephew of
Rev. Ezekiel Cooper, states, "Friday, February 4, 1785. I rode about eight miles after meeting, to
meet brother Richard Whatcoat, who was appointed to travel the same circuit [Kent]. I was much
affected while I was with him. ... Monday [Feb. 21st] and Tuesday [the following day]. Our
Quarterly Meeting was held. I found my mind backward and dull both days. Brother Whatcoat preached

https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.freefind.com/
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/index.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/WhatcoatPreschool.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/WhatcoatSundaySchool.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/services.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/upcoming.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/fellowship.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/youth/youth_main.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/CelebrateRecovery.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/WhatcoatGallery.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/WhatcoatHistory.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/missions.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/WhoWasWhatcoat.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/OurEarlyPastors.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/WhatcoatDevotions.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/WhatcoatGames.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/EmailDirectory.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/bookstore.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/LocalNewsMovies.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/livechristianradio.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.unitedmethodist.org/fac/facdetails.asp?FAC=24002
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.despn.org/index.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.whatcoat.com/directions.htm


two very great sermons. In the evening, after our quarterly meeting was over, we had an
opportunity of hearing Dr. Coke in Chestertown, and again next morning."

... the Minutes of the Annual Conferences for the year now under review give no account of the
appointment either of Mr. Whatcoat or of Mr. Cooper to Kent Circuit. The reason for this seeming
omission probably is, that Mr. Whatcoat did I not arrive in this country until some months after
the close of the Annual Conferences of the year, and that Mr. Cooper, also, did not go out as a
supply until after the date of those Conferences. Hence neither could appear on the Minutes of
those bodies. The same is true, also, of Rev. Thomas Vasey, who also came to America with Coke and
Whatcoat, by appointment of Mr. John Wesley. Both Mr. Cooper and his elder, Rev. R. Whatcoat, were
removed from Kent Circuit by the Conference of June 1785, the one [Richard Whatcoat] being sent to
Baltimore, Md., and the other to Long Island, N. Y.

Besides the preaching places mentioned above, as connected with Kent Circuit, meetings were held
and classes established at Captain Kent's, Spaniard's Neck, Newtown, Smithers's, Richard Gold's,
Kent Church (old), John Collins's, Georgetown Cross-roads, Gideon Clark's, Mr. Seaman's, Widow
Featherstone's, Risden Plummer's; John Smith's, near Long Marsh; Mr. Bayley's, George Bolton's;
Mr. Jerome's, near Rock Hall; Dudley Church (or chapel); Mrs. Woodland's; and other places whither
the calls of duty pointed.

Rev. Cooper writes, "Sunday, May 15, [1785]. Our quarterly meeting began. We had, I do expect,
three thousand souls present. We held it at Dudley's Brick Preaching-house. The house was very
large, but would not hold all the people. Some gathered under the trees, and so we had preaching
in both places. Monday, 16. Love-feast began at nine o'clock; the house was almost full of members
of society. Then preaching, in and out of doors, began at twelve o'clock. Brother Whatcoat
preached within, Brother Cloud outside. George Moore gave an exhortation in, and Harry, a black
man, exhorted without. It was a good time."

The Conference for 1785 opened on Wednesday, June 1st in Baltimore, Md., and closed the following
Saturday.
Source: Beams of Light on Early Methodism In America; Chiefly drawn from the diary, letters, manuscripts, documents
and orig. tracts of the Rev. Ezekiel Cooper; Compiled by Geo. A. Phoebus, D.D.; 1887.

"Whatcoat has left us but brief notes of his travels and labors in the present period. Immediately
after the Christmas Conference he took the field in Maryland and Delaware for about half a year,
preaching 'almost daily, sometimes twice a day,' and administering the sacraments almost as
frequently. In Kent County he records more than seventy-five baptisms on a single day - such had
been the long privation of this ordinance among the Methodist families! In 1786 he spent seven or
eight months in Philadelphia and its neighborhood, and the next year penetrated to the west of
Pennsylvania to Alleghany, Bath, and Berkeley Circuits, where he spent nearly fourteen months
supplying the settlements with the sacraments, and proclaiming the Word in barns and woods."

Mr. Cooper made these notes in his journal in regard to the Quarterly Meeting for which he arrived
on Saturday, Feb. 10, 1787. "Sunday, 11[th]. Meeting began about eleven o'clock. The Rev. Mr.
Whatcoat preached, and administered the sacrament, after which Mr. Benjamin Abbott preached. Of
all times, under preaching or prayer, I was now most plagued with laughter to hear the old man so
queer in many expressions concerning the sinners. He may properly be called a son of thunder. We,
the preachers, lodged at Mr. Dilks's. Monday, 12[th]. Love-feast began at nine o'clock. The Lord
was with us indeed in a very powerful manner. I have not seen such a day for a long time. At
eleven o'clock public service began, at which time a corpse was brought into the preaching-house,
the sight of which called aloud, "Be ye also ready." After Mr. Sparks and Mr. Whatcoat were done
speaking the corpse was interred. Then two young people were joined in wedlock. I think the most
solemn wedding I ever saw. Some are dying, others marrying, but soon we shall all be laid in the
silent grave. A little after, I preached; then brother Brush concluded the meeting. I have not a
doubt but that many dear souls were much profited by the services."
Source: Beams of Light on Early Methodism In America; Chiefly drawn from the diary, letters, manuscripts, documents
and orig. tracts of the Rev. Ezekiel Cooper; Compiled by Geo. A. Phoebus, D.D.; 1887.

"Again he was sent, in 1788-89, to Maryland and Delaware, the head-quarters of his charge, which
was a district with no less than sixteen large circuits, extending from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh
and Redstone, from the Maryland peninsula to Ohio. His manners were devoutly grave, but relieved
by affectionate cordiality, and he was both revered and loved by the people. His preaching was
often attended with overwhelming unction, and in the administration of the sacraments he was
peculiarly impressive, rendering those solemnities, frequently, occasions of great effect. In 1789
he traveled with Asbury to the north as far as New York, and westward across the Alleghanies to
Fort Pitt, (Pittsburgh) and thence to Uniontown, Pa., where he assisted the bishop at the first



ordination beyond the mountains. Returning to Baltimore, they held on their route to Charleston,
S.C. where they met the South Carolina Conference, and thence into Georgia, where also they held a
session. They then hastened westward to the Alleghanies, and passed into Tennessee and Kentucky.
... On again reaching Uniontown, Pa., he records that 'in the last fifteen months we have traveled
six thousand miles.' "
Source: History of the Methodist Episcopal Church.

We sometimes forget that the area surrounding our churches
and homes was at one time wilderness. One's life would be in
mortal danger simply by traveling down a primitive road in
what was then frontier territory. The source states on their
webpage, "The Holston district had formed the Clinch Circuit,
which at this time included Scott, Russell and part of Lee
County in Virginia, and part of Tennessee lying north of the
Holston River. Bishop Asbury, in his Journal, makes the
following entries concerning his visit to Fort Blackmore:

"Wednesday, April 28, we have had cold weather and severe frost for two nights past we had a
dreary ride down to the ford of Clinch through a solitary plain; many attended at L-S. We rode
down to Blackmore's Station, here the people have been forted on the north side of the Clinch.
Poor Blackmore had a son and daughter killed by the Indians. They are of opinion here that the
Cherokees were the authors of this mischief. I also received an account of two families having
been killed and of one female that was taken prisoner, and afterward retaken by the neighbors and
brought back.

"Thursday, April 29, called at James Osborne. Here I preached to an attentive congregation, and
Richard Whatcoat performed a wedding ceremony for John Alley and Mary Porter after which they rode
to Joseph Blackmore. Lord pity the people in these backwoods though living in jeopardy every day
yet the greatest part of them seem to have no more religion than savage tribes.

"Friday, April 30, Crossed the Clinch River about two miles below the fort. In passing along I saw
the precipice from which Blackmore's unhappy son leaped into the river after receiving the stroke
of the tomahawk in his head; I suppose by the measure of my eye it must be between fifty and sixty
feet high; his companion was shot dead upon the spot; this happened on the 6th of April 1789."
Source: Website of the Historical Society of Southwest Virginia located at http://www.ls.net/~newriver/swva/hssv-
16.htm.

This not only tells us of the dangers involved with Whatcoat's duties as an itinerant preacher, but the distances he had to
travel on horseback to minister to the body of Christ in the very early Methodist Church. He certainly loved Jesus Christ

more than life itself.

"In 1790 he was flying to and fro through the middle states, supplying the sacraments and preaching continually. In 1791 he was
stationed in New York city, where he stayed some months, and was then transferred to Baltimore, where he welcomed the first
regular Gen'l. Conference in 1792."
Source: History of the Methodist Episcopal Church

A spectator of the Gen'l. Conference of 1800, held in Baltimore, Md., states, "It was one of the most
remarkable in the history of our Church. The revival at that time was the greatest that has ever
occurred at the session of any Gen'l. Conference. The greatest displays of divine power, and the
most conversions, were in private houses, in prayer-meetings. And yet the preaching was highly
honored of God, for the ministers were endued with power from on high. The strong men of Methodism
were there, and such a noble class of men I had never beheld. ... They elected Richard Whatcoat
bishop, he having a majority of four votes over Jesse Lee. Sunday the 18th [of May], was a great
day. The ordination sermon was preached by Rev. Thomas Coke, LL.D., in Light Street Church. Crowds
at an early hour thronged the temple. The doctor preached from Rev. 2:8 ... After the sermon,
which was adapted to the occasion, Richard Whatcoat was ordained a bishop in the Church of God by
the imposition of the hands of Dr. Coke and Bishop Asbury, assisted by several elders. Never were
holy hands laid upon a holier head."
Source: History of the Methodist Episcopal Church

"On the 6th of May, 1800, the General Conference began its session in Baltimore, Md. There were
one hundred and fifteen preachers who were members thereof. The session lasted until May 20. ...
During this year a serious and ugly dispute arose in the society of Methodists in Philadelphia,
which also much affected Mr. Cooper, and opened up a course of opposition that finally led to the
removal of the Book concern from that city. Added to the bottom of a letter from Bishop Asbury* to

https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.ls.net/~newriver/swva/hssv-16.htm
https://web.archive.org/web/20051228213622/http://www.ls.net/~newriver/swva/hssv-16.htm


Rev. Cooper dated January 7, 1801, Camden, was a note from Bishop Richard Whatcoat. It stated, "
MY VERY DEAR BROTHER:

We spoke to the Conference about the ten dollars you reminded us of, but, do not come at it. You
must set it down to the Sinking Fund. The books were spoiled and scattered. We are concerned for
the peace of the Church; much prayer, patience, and forbearance, with great moderation, appear to
be needed at this time. What need have we to "stand like an iron pillar strong." May the good Lord
bless you, and all the Lord's people.
Thine in love, R. WHATCOAT.
Source: Beams of Light on Early Methodism In America; Chiefly drawn from the diary, letters, manuscripts, documents
and orig. tracts of the Rev. Ezekiel Cooper; Compiled by Geo. A. Phoebus, D.D.; 1887.

In speaking of the General Conference of 1800 in Baltimore, Rev. Whatcoat wrote, "We had a most
blessed time, and much preaching, fervent prayers and strong exhortations through the city, while
the high praises of our gracious God reverberated from street to street and from house to house,
which greatly alarmed the citizens. It was thought that not less than two hundred were converted
during the sitting of our Conference."
Source: History of the Old Baltimore Conference - From the Planting of Methodism in 1773 to the Division of the
Conference in 1857, pg.37; James Edward Armstrong, Secretary of the Baltimore Conference, M.E. Church South; Printed
for author by Kings Bros.,Printers, Balto., Md.; 1907

In A Compendious History of American Methodism by Abel Stevens. L . L . D., he states, "In casting
a glance back over these sixteen years, so replete with great characters and achievements, we are
reminded of events which might strike us as catastrophes were it not that they were in the order
of Divine Providence, and therefore in "due season," and illustrations of the Methodistic maxim
that "God calls home his workmen, but carries on his work." Among a host of men, many of them
prominent, who fell by death in the ministerial field, Whatcoat, Coke, Asbury, and Lee have all
disappeared from the scene as we close the period.

"Whatcoat sustained his episcopal functions with continual disability from chronic disease, but
was ever in motion throughout the whole extent of the Church North, South, East and West. His
beautiful character preached more effectually than his sermons. Peculiarly simple, sober, but
serene and cheerful, living as well as teaching his favorite doctrine of sanctification, extremely
prudent in his administration, pathetically impressive in discourse, and 'made perfect through
sufferings,' he is pre-eminently the saint in the primitive calendar of American Methodism.

"In November, 1806, Asbury wrote to Fleming: 'Dear Father Whatcoat, after thirteen weeks' illness-
gravel, stone, dysentery combined, died a martyr to pain in all patience and resignation to the
will of God. May we, like him, if we live long, live well, and die like him.' He had 'finished his
sixth episcopal tour through the work after his consecration,' says his biographer, 'or near that,
and, after great suffering, he got an honorable discharge from the Captain of his salvation, and
by his permission came in from his post, which he had faithfully kept for fifty years.' He took
refuge at the home of Senator Bassett, Dover, Del., where he died, 'in the full assurance of
faith,' say the Minutes, July 5, 1806. 'He professed,' adds his brethren, ' the justifying and
sanctifying grace of God, and all that knew him well might say, If a man on earth possessed these
blessings, surely it was Richard Whatcoat.' Nearly a year later Asbury reached Dover, and over his
tomb declared that he 'knew Richard Whatcoat, from his own age of fourteen to sixty-two years,
most intimately his holy manner of life, in duty at all times, in all places and before all.' "

The relics of Richard Whatcoat, the third elected Methodist bishop, and who died in 1806, ten
years before Francis Asbury, were buried under an altar at Wesley Chapel in Dover, Delaware, above
which Asbury preached his funeral sermon.
Source: History of the Methodist Episcopal Church

*(pgs. 272-273) Ezekiel Cooper was continued as superintendent of the Book Concern**, and its
interests were placed under the supervision of the Philadelphia Annual Conference, as before.
After the adjournment of the General Conference, the Philadelphia Annual Conference was held at
Smyrna, Del., beginning June 2. From thence Mr. Cooper began to visit the several Annual
Conferences accessible to him, year by year, in behalf of the Book Concern. Thus having, at the
close of the Philadelphia Conference, returned to Philadelphia, and spent, says he, "better than a
week fixing and arranging the Connection business, during which time I got the Minutes of the
General Conference printed, Wednesday, June 18, I took stage for New York Annual Conference." He
remained there, several days, and then came back, July 1, to Philadelphia, and engaged in
forwarding the "Connection printing and book business."



"During this year a serious and ugly dispute arose in the society of Methodists in Philadelphia,
which also much affected Mr. Cooper, and opened up a course of opposition that finally led to the
removal of the Book concern from that city. It is here alluded to solely for the purpose of
putting the reader in possession of points that will enable him to understand the import of some
letters that are introduced. The first of these is from Bishop Asbury, followed by a note from
Bishop Whatcoat on the same sheet of paper.

MY DEAR COOPER:

Grace and peace be with thy spirit. I have meditated a letter to you for some months. We have had
a gracious season in Conference for five days. Brother Blanton is located. Stith (Meade--P.) is to
preside in the State of Georgia, James Jenkins in South Carolina. Brother Blanton showed me an
answer of $1,000, by John Harper. William M'Kendree, you perhaps know by this, commands in the
West. John Kobler was appointed to the Richmond District, but I fear he hath failed. I heard that
P. Bruce was at his father's in North Carolina I desired him, upon his return, to see if J. Kohler
was upon his station; if not, to get it himself; if Brother Kobler was in place, I desired Brother
Bruce to go to Norfolk. We will do what little we can to collect for you; but we might as well
climb to the moon as attempt to get some of those debts.

I thank you for the advice given of the middle ground. We have some time to consider upon it
between this and the Yearly Conference, when it will probably be brought before the Yearly
Conference; at least, we may suppose, the Presiding Elder and Elder will implead each other at the
Conference.

I had no doubt but you would feel like wishing to be out of the business of book-making; but, my
dear, it is not so easily done. You will have many a shot. I say in all company, when I speak,
that you are deeply concerned for the interest of the Connection, and go very near the wind in all
your movements for our good. You are easy of access, I have found; readily pacified by a word or a
line; you are not a man of intrigue, but open, and therefore I love you. The very thought that I
gave you a nomination to your appointment is enough; those that dislike me will disapprove of you.
I advise you, as a friend, to retire into your own business as much as possible. I only wish that
those who think hardly of you or me could, if it were right, be punished with our places they so
much envy; but many would. God forbid! and we also will oppose it.

I think our Scripture Catechism is one of the best in the world, but it could be mended by you,
and laid before the next Conference in the amendment. I gave the outlines to John Dickins. I think
now if you propound in your own language questions such as these, What is the duty of parents?
What is the duty of husbands, wives, children, ministers, rulers, subjects, masters, servants?
What is the duty of Christians one to another? and so on, and answer them wholly in Scripture, it
would, in my view, be most excellent. We could enforce catechising if we had a complete guide.

Thine,

F. ASBURY.

CAMDEN, January 7, 1801.
Source: Beams of Light on Early Methodism In America; Chiefly drawn from the diary, letters, manuscripts, documents
and orig. tracts of the Rev. Ezekiel Cooper; Compiled by Geo. A. Phoebus, D.D.; 1887.

**August 17, 1789 - St. George's and the Reverend John Dickens open the Methodist Book Concern,
from this has grown the United Methodist Publishing House and Cokesbury Book Stores.

 [BJ's note: This Bio-Bit is a work in progress and will be added to as time allows]



KENT COUNTY. 1133 

"VillaO'e some time heretofore called Mifflin's Cross
Roads (aliw Pic<mdilly), but now called and know11 
by the name of Camden.'' 

Camden, a long time previous to the opening of 
the Delaware Railroad in 1856, was a place of con
siderable mercantile and commercial importance. 

In 1850, and a long time previous, vast quantities 
of cord-wood, staves, black oak and Spanish oak bark 
and grain were bought by the merchants and shipped 
from the " Forest Landing" and Lebanon to Phila
delphia and New York. 

In 1850 there were James Lord, Edward Lord, 
Garrett Luff, James Green anti Thoma!! and Daniel 
Mifflin engaged in the mercantile busine,s, who 
bought the products of the forest and the field and 
paid their owners in Clish and gof>ds. But with the 
advent of the railrond in 1856 all this changed. 
The people, who had before hauled their products 
ten, fifteen and even twenty miles to find a market, 
now found a market at their very doors. In those 
days there were two hotels. The hotel~ were nrninly 
indebted to the old stage line between Lewes and 
New Castle, and the stage liue to Dona Landing and 
to Short's Landing, in connection with steamboats to 
Philadelphia. 

There is no1v one hotel, three general stores, four 
grocl"ries, one cannery, one saw-mill, one lumber
yard, one boot and shoe store, two drug stores, t\\·o 
butchers, two undertakers, two flour and feed stores, 
one stove and tin-ware store, three physicians and 

/2
e real estate conveyancer. 
The first Methodist Episcopal Church at Camden 

as built in 1796. On July 27th of that year, Dan· 
l Lowber deeded one-half acre of land to Elijah 

Barratt, \Vm. Bostick, Thos. Purnell, Peter Lowber 
anc. Benjamin Brady, trustees, fo1· the people called 
Methodists in and about the village of Camden, on the 
road from Dover to Canterbury. On April 24, 1813, 
Benjamin Brady, Thos. Paine, and George Temple 
deeded to the trustees of Whatcoat Chapel, Camden, 
adjoining their lot, on which a preaching-house is 
erected, one-half acre more. The land on which the 
church stood was also used for a burial-place, where 
many people are still interred. 

The church edifice, about eighteen by thirty feet, 
was used for a place of worship down to 1857, when 
it was abandoned and pulled down, and the congre
gat,ion took posesssion of their new and more com
modiom brick structure farther up town, which bad 
been built at a cost of seven thousand dollars, and 
was dedicated July 26, 1857. 

The Camden chqrch was supplied with ministers 
from the Dover Circuit until 1836, when it was formed 
into a separate circuit. The ministers who served the 
circuit in 1835-36 were John Henry, Thomas J . 
Quigley. John Henry and W. C. Thomas. 

In 1857 the circuit comprised Camden, Bethbrier, 
Canterbury, Magnolia, St. Jones, Gum Swamp and 
Leipsic. It has now been reduced to but two 
charge.'!. 

llobt-rl W. Tv<M .............. :&7-18 - Sn,ilh .................... ...... 1870 
J . l t S11,lrh ......... ............. 1&7~ J . o. sn111•m ........................ un11 
J . &. IJrynu ................ ...... 1&7-68 J . E. llryRn ........................... 1871 

J"n1e.11 Blu1111~ry ........................ 18S9 J . E. Wilh•y ........ _ ............ .. 1871 
T. &. Skluu.r ....................... 18.~& J . R Bryo ............. ................. 1872. 
JMftlel f'lllnUer)' - .................. 1860 Wllli•m R11111<l,ley ........ ........ 1872 
- &11 ............. .................. 18.0 E. 0 . Jrwl11 ......................... 1873 

J . 1,. lfo111M1 ...................... 1801 A. )I. G1·•• ..... ..................... . 137a 

N. D. Durrel! ........................ t8GI R G. ln,·h, ............... - ....... l87f 
J. L. Honstou ....................... 18G:i! T . . t,:. T.rry ........................... 1.8H 
J . D. Ay,n, .. ................. ....... 1862 F.. (l. I rwlu ........................... 1&76 
J . n. ?lferrill ......................... 18tJ3 - ~lcMlohael .. ................. 1876 
W. T. Tull ........................... 1803 II. H . lk>dln• .................. ... 1870 
J . R. Merrill ......................... 186-1 Wllllom T. Tull,01. ................ \877 
- Jump ........................... lSM C'bnrl•• l:lill ..................... ..... 18'17 
JlllllM W. Hnnuo • .-.l•y .......... 1865 Willlom T. 'folwl ................. 1878 
J . B. Merrit .......................... 1866 E. L. lluhbnrd .............. ....... 1878 
JIJlltl \V. H:uumc1vlt-,· ......... 1866 Henry S. 1'hun,11<1n ............... 1870 
John l>ownh~rn ........... . ....... 1866, E. 0. Adk.ln, ..................... li?9 

S. 1'. Oimlnor ......... ........ ....... 1&67 Jnm .. Roblmo• ...................... l•n 
C. W. lkhrrok ...................... 1867 J1J1100 llol,1118<in ................... . 1880 
J , O. Syph•nL .......... ...... ...... 1868 l,. E. A11d1-.w ...................... 18&.I 
G. W. Sehr,ck ......... ......... .. -1808 Jam .. Jloblnson ......... .. 1881 
J . 0. ~111honl ........................ lw.l Jam"" A. Brlndle ......... 1681-S:S-84 
Jl\l11t1 Conn,r ....................... 1860 E. H. llyn&0n ..... - ....... 18~G-'7 
J. WIison ...................... ...... 1870 

The trustees of the church at present are Frisby 
Clark, A. K. Bogg~, J.M. Richards, Amos P. Hinsley, 
G. H. Gildersleeve, Dr. E. W. Cooper and E. A. 
Shilling. 

St. PAul's Protestant Episcopal Church was organ
ized July 17, 1868. Daniel P. Barnard, Jr., was 
elected ~enior warden, and Philo H. Kent, junior 
warden. John G. Graham, James Lord, Dr. George 
G. Harmon, Dr. John W. Sharp, Alanson A. Law
rence, Samuel B. Wales and John Antrim were 
elecLed vestrymen. The congregation has built no 
church, but hold their services in &rde's Hall, and 
are attached to Christ's Chnrch, Dover. 

In 1881 the Baptists (new school) built a meeting
house under the au!<pices and liberality Qf the late 
George Parris, of Dover. The structure is a neat 
wooden building. 

Camden and the surrounding country is peculiarly 
a Quaker settlement. Here the Mifflins, the Hunns, 
the Nocks, the Jenkinses, the Lowbers, the Dolbys, 
the Howells, and many other familief', settled and 
took up the land, much of which is still in the 
possession of their descendants. Much of the reli
gious history of the Quakers centres in and near the 
town of Camden, which has ultimately absorbed the 
other societies of the Friends in this county. The 
first notice we have of them is from an abstract of the 
minutes of their meeting at Duck Creek: 

"The Tenth Month 19th, 1705. This day was held 
the MonLhly Meeting of Friends at Duck Creek; it 
being the first Monthly Meeting, by approbation and 
order of the Quarterly Meeting of the people called 
Quakers, at Cheswr, for the establishing llJld keeping 
up t,he good order of Truth." The Friends of Duck 
Creek Monthly Meeting held a Monthly Meeting at 
the house of Widow Needham, at MnrderkiH Creek, 
the 18th of Sixth Month, 1712, at which time Robert 
Porter was appointed overseer of the Weekly Meetings 
ofMurder Creek. 

A record of Duck Creek Monthly Meeting, under 
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Whatcoat Methodist Church (M.E.) located at Camden was organized in 
1791, at which time Daniel Lowber gave them the use of one-half an acre of 
land upon which to build a church. Mr. Lowber formally deeded the land to 
"the people called M ethodists" on July 27, 1796. This half-acre is included in 
the old graveyard in the southern part of the town. On this land, a small 
chapel was built. There was a gallery for the colored people who worshipped 
with, and received the sacraments of the church from the white ministers. 
On Apr. 24, 1813, an additional half-acre was deeded to the trustees, to enlarge 
the graveyard, by Benj. Brady, et al. Francis Asbury spoke in the chapel on 
Apr. 12, 1815. 

This chapel was used until 1857, when the present commodious brick 
church was built. The site had been purchased on July 5, 1856, from Tbos. 
Mifflin. The church was dedicated on July 26, 1857. The services were con
ducted by the Revs. Wesley Kenney, W. H. Brisbane and R. W. Todd, the 
pastor. On Oct. 24, 1857, the old chapel, benches and fixtures were sold at a 
public sale. Two years later, during a severe storm, the north end of the new 
church was partly blown down. The damage was repaired and the church was 
rededicated during January, 1860. 

After major improvements, the church was rededicated on Sun., Nov. 12, 
1865, by the Rev. Andrew Manship assisted by the Rev. Mr. Hammersley, the 
pastor. After being renovated, the church was reopened on Sun., Oct. 27, 1867, 
by the Rev. Mr. Schreck. Early in 1869, a parsonage and a new organ were 
purchased. 

The church was incorporated on May 16, 1923. The parsonage, on Main 
St., was purchased, from Mary E. Graham, on May 23, 1923. During 1940, 
extensive improvements were made to the interior of the church. 

At least a portion of the old church, built more than a century ago, is now 
a dwelling occupied by colored persons. In the old graveyard at the southern 
end of the town, the oldest tombstone that the writer could find is over the 
g rave of Robert McClyment who died on Mar. 24, 1814. Formerly there were 
a number of oaken grave markers but these have all disappeared. 

St. Paul's P. E. Chapel in Camden. The effort to organize this church was 
started on Trinity Sunday, June 7, 1868. The mi::c:lings were held in Sarde's 
Hall. It was organized as a mission of Christ Church, in Dover, on July 17, 
1868. A church site was secured in 1890 and the chapel was built in 1891. 

In 1895-96 a window in memory o{ the Rev. Lewis W . Gibson was un
veiled. A new organ was installed in 1906-07. Three memorial windows were 
unveiled in 1907-08 aod additional land was purchased. In 1908-09 chandeliers 
and chancel Hghts were presented by Mrs. Caulk of Milford. The church was 
renovated and the parish-house was built in 1913. On Dec. 7, 1913, the church 
was consecrated and the parish-house was dedicated by Bishop Frederick J. 
Kinsman. A new pulpit was installed and it was blessed by Bishop Kinsman 
on Dec. 13, 1914. In 1922-23, a chancel window in memory of Mrs. Julia 
Lord was unveiled. A credence shelf was installed in 1927. 

Beginning in 1890 services were conducted in Wyoming for a short time. 

Camden Friend's Meeting-House was the last Meeting to be organized in 
Kent County but, in the meantime, it has absorbed all of the other Meetings 
in the County. In 1805, the prese!}t meeting-house was built for religious and 
school purposes. The deed for th e land was executed by Jonathan and Patience 
Hunn on July 6, 1806, and the plot was described as being located on the road 
leading from the village to the poor-house. This Meeting was an offspring 



Whatcoat 
United Methodist Church 

P.O. Box 1012 
16 N. Main St. 

Camden, Delaware 19934 
Office (302) 697R7539 Parsonage (302) 697-6qll 

January 29, 2004 

The Honorable Gerald Buckworth 
127 North Old Mill Road 
Dover, DE 19901 

Dear Gerry, 

Rev. James Walz 

Russ McCabe recently suggested that an historical marker should be 
done for the site of the original Methodist Church in Camden, which is 
located on South Main Street. This site was started in 1791 with a 20' 
by 30' church and cemetery and was used until 1857 when a new 
church was built. 

We often have questions concerning this cemetery and feel that a 
marker would go a long way toward answering these questions. The 
original building had a balcony for blacks to worship. The church was 
formed only seven years after the Methodist Episcopal Church of 
America was formed. There is evidence that Francis Asbury preached 
at this church. 

Russ has indicated that funds are available for this marker. Our 
Administrative Board has approved this project. We are requesting 
your support of this project. 

Should you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, 

/4:o-:."Jv-
Pat DyeV 
Administrative Board Chairman 

PD/bj 

cc: Russ McCabe 
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