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0 Excellent @ Good 0 Fair 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

I&] Altered O Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved [8: Original Site 

Barratt's Chapel is a two-story brick meeting house with a west 

gable-end frontage. 

The south wall, facing the cemetery, is laid in Flemish bond wit 

a glazed header pattern. In the _center of this wall is a double door 

flanked by two windows. Three second-story windows light the gallery 

\The west, or front, wall is laid in unglazed Flemish 

bond brick, with diaper patterns in glazed brick on the face 

of the attic story. Two belt courses appear on this facade; the 

lower one divides the first and second stories, and the upper one 

separates the second story from the attic. j There are three doors in 

first £loor a£ this £acade, and on the second story there are 

three windows. A window has been cut into the attic story, destroyin 

a segment of the diapered brick design. 

The north wall is laid in common bond, with three windows on eac 

story. The east gable wall is covered with stucco. An o£f-center 

doorway in this wall provides access to the chancel. 

Exterior shutters follow the Delaware tradition 0£ solid shutter 

on the £irst £loor, with louvered shutters above. The box cornices 

on the north and south £acades are elaborately moulded, and return 

onto the gable end to create a seat to receive the bargeboard. 

The interior is arranged as a traditional aisled hall. Square 

posts extend from the ground to the rafters, in two rows parallel to 

the north and south sidewalls. A three-sided gallery is hung from 

these posts and £ram the north, west, and south walls. A wooden £loo 

and simple open bench pews, finished in rustic fashion, appear to dat 

from the first quarter of the nineteenth century. Against the east 
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□ Conservation 
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/rn the summer 0£ 1780 Philip Barratt gave the Methodist Society 

a plot 0£ land, near the Murderkill River in Kent County, Delaware. 

The two-story brick meeting house, named in honor 0£ Barratt, was 

begun immediately. 

Barratt's Chapel was the first church in Kent County that was 

built especially £or Methodist worship, and one 0£ the first two 

erected in Delaware. 

For two generations, the interior remained in an unfinished 

condition, with only dirt floors and no heat; in spite of these 

primitive conditions, Barratt's Chapel was the best meeting house 

in America belonging to the Methodists as a house of worship. St. 

George's in Philadelphia was, at this time, serving as a barracks 

and stable for the British army. 

-'Barratt 's Chapel today is known as the "Cradle of American 

Methodism" because of its unique place in the development of the 

denomination/ It was here that Dr. Thomas Coke and the Reverend 

Francis Asbury, later the first two Methodist bishops, met to make 
•-,•~--

the preliminary arrangements for the formation of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church in America. Here the sacramental ordinances were 

first administered to Methodist communicants on American soil by 



Scharf, J. Thomas. History of Delaware. Philadelphia: L.J. Richard 

and Company, 18884 

Barratt, Norris s. Barratt's Chapel and Methodism. Wilmington: 

Historical Society of Delaware, 1911. 
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DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING TH.E PROPERTY 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

Q DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
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Rev. Charles E. Covington, President 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Commission on Archives and History of Peninsula .... 8/23/72 
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Rehoboth Beach Delaware 19971 10 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National ~ State D Local 0 
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Dr. E. BerkelleyTmpkins 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 
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7. DESCRIPTION (continued)---

STATE 

Delaware 
COUNTY 

Kent 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 
EN TRY NUMBER DA TE 

wall is a high two-level pulpit, now enclosed with a balustrade but 

formerly panelled. Although the balustrade was installed around the 

middle 0£ the nineteenth century, the bench behind the pulpit is said 

to be part of the original furnishings. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE {continued)---· 

STATE 

Delaware 
COUNTY 

Kent 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

EN TRY NUMBER DATE 

duly authorized Methodist ministers, Dr. Coke and the Reverend Richard 

Whatcoat. ""' -· 
According to Schar£'s History 0£ Delaware, "The edifice was forty-

two by £arty-eight £eet, two stories high, and had a vestry room connect d 

with it. There is a tradition that the brick of which it was built were 

imported from Holland, which is improbable, as the clay in the immediate 

vicinity is as good as any in the world for bricks and the art of making 

·bricks was already well-known ... The house was furnished with a pulpit 

and occupied as a place 0£ worship ... The old fashioned high pulpit 

which was reached by a £light 0£ steps and which almost concealed the 

preacher from his congregation has been remodeled to suit modern ideas; 

but the seat or wooden bench, upon which Bishops Coke and Asbury, and 

other pioneers 0£ the church, sat, is still preserved as a memento 

For the first sixty years 0£ its existence the ground was the only 

flooring and the walls were left in an uncouth and primitive s.tate." 
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the entrance open and subject to the elements. The local name fo1 th' 
is "vault woods." 111pr,t 

Mt. Olive A. M. E. Church, east of Little Heaven, was rebuilt in 1906, I 
The land had been purchased on Oct. 26, 1904, from Wm. Abrams. _ 

Saxton's Methodist Church (M.E.), located one and one-half miles 'Ii 
of Bower's Beach, was built on land donated by John Saxton, on Jan. 23 18: ' .' 
The chapel was dedicated on Dec. 8, 1879. In 1893, the chapel was mo'i,ed t • 
its present site at Bower's Beach. The opening service was held on Sun., n: 'l• 
3, 1893. It was conducted by the Revs. W. L. S. Murray, Robert Watt a~d 
S. R. Maxwell. This site was purchased from Elizabeth Minner on June 
20, 1894. l 

Barratt's Methodist Chapel (M.E.) is located one mile north of Frederin. 
t 
l 

1t is known as the "cradle of Methodism." The land on which the chapel an~ 
the large graveyard are situated, was conveyed by Philip Barratt on Aug. 17, 
1780, to a Methodist board of trustees for the nominal consiaera6on of 6vr 
shillings. The interest in Methodism in that locality was started by Freebor.n } 
Garrettson, a Methodist missionary, who preached in private homes in 1778. I
Among those converted were Philip Barratt and W aitman Sipple. They formed 1\ • 
a Methodist Society and in March, 1780, they took the initiative and startcc 
building the brick chapel on Ba rratt's land. It was finished and occupied oe• 
fore the end of the year. It was here on Nov. 14, 178-1, that Bishop Thomas 
Coke first met Francis Asbury and the spot is marked with a brass star inlaid 
in the floor. It was here that the Holy Sacrament was first administered 
regularly. 

On Dec. 24, 1784, at Baltimore, Asbury: and Coke were elected the ftrst 
Superintendents of the church in America. n spite of Jonn Wesley's earnest 
opposition both Asbury and Coke immediately assumed the title of Bishop. 
Asbury preached here for the last time on~ l4, 1815. 

The old-fashioned high pulpit has been removed but the pulpit-bench, 
upon which Coke and Asbury sat, is still preserved and in use on the present 
pulpit. For the first sixty years the interior was roughly finished, the only 
flooring being the ground itself. At regular intervals a half brick was left out 
of the outside walls, a featu re that arouses the curiosity of many persons. It 
appears that in those days the scaffolding used in erecting brick buildings wis 
placed on the outside of the buildings. These openings, half-brick deep, are 
where the scaffolding rested on the walls and they were not filled in when 
th.e scaffolding was removed. 

Barratt's Chapel is owned and supervised by a self-perpetuating board 
of nine trustees. Under the deed of trust negroes were allowed to hold ~eet· 
ings on designated mid-week evenings using the gallery for these meetings. 
It was stipulated that they must not become boisterous and that at least threi 
of the trustees must be present. The white mulberry tree in front of the c~ape 
is believed to be older than the chapel itself. In 1932, termites did consJder· 
able damage to the building. The damage was repaired, the woodwork was 
treated and it receives semi-annu-al inspection and care. 

,. Among the noted perso.ns buried in the graveyard are former Govern:s 
George Truitt and John W. Hall. Gov. Truitt was originally buried on ~ 
farm south of Canterbury. Added to the inscription on the flat slab over Go'i 
T ruitts vault is the following: "By Resolution of the General Assembly 0 

Delaware the remains of Gov. Truitt and family were reinterred and these 
th ree stones removed to this place-March A. D. 1903. The oldest tombstone 
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that the said [Preacher] Preach no other Doctrine bench, upon which Bishops Coke and A~bury, .,~~d 
than is cont.-iined in the Rev4• J ohn ,ves.sley's Notes other pioneers of the church, sat, is still pre3erveJ as a 
on the New Testament anti Four Volumes of Ser- memento. F or the fi r,it sixty year:1 of its existence the 
mons." [Deed n ·ook W, vol. i., foli'> 247]. ground was the only . flooring of the church, and 'the 

From the recordis that h,we come down to us, it walls w'ere Jeri' in an ·uncouth and primitive BtRte. 
appears that the Rev. Freeborn Garrett:son gava the Yet, notwithstanding these in(\onvenicnces, the early 
first. impetus to ?tiethodism that eventuated in the fathens and mothera of the church in Israel never 
formlltion of the strongest hierarchy of ~ ny Protest- . ceased to meet here and bold di vine services, 
ant denomination on this Peninsula. Barrati's Chapel has enjoyed the· ministrations of 

Io the year 1778 he preached at the house of a Mr.· some of the brighteist ecclesiastical luminaries in the 
Lewis, who, in company with Philip Barratt, J ona- church, but the most memorable epoch in its history 
than Sipple and their families, b~me so much in- was the meeting of Coke and Asbury at the chapel 
terested by his preaching in the teachiogii of J ohn the year following, and th.eir own consecration to the 
Wesley, that they formed themselves, with others, · episcopacy for the ordination of the Rev. Ezekiel 
into a sqciety of Methodists. Cooper, then twenty-two years old. To this trio is to 

At this time it was the custom oC the people to be attributed whatever of ultimate success the Meth
meet by appointment at each other's houses in the odist. Episcopal Charch has achieved throughout the 
morning for. prayers and to li~ten to a difcourse from world. • 
some pa11sing itinerant. It often happened 1.hat more In li99 Ezekiel Cooper became editor and general 
people assembled on these occasions than could be agent of the Book Concern, whose capital stock in the 
a~commodated with house-room, particul.idy on next six years rose from almost nothing to forty-fi ve 
Sundays and during revirnl seasons. Owing to the thousand dollars. T he energy and ability which he 
lack of room at prh•ate reaidenc€s, the followers of brought to this undP.rtaking gave to the" Book Con
John Wesley felt greatly in need of more spacious cern '' an impuh1e and orgaoizatio':1 that hllS ren.dered 
accommodation,. • it one of the l:irgest religious publishing esteblish-

In March, 1780, Philip Barratt and Waitwan men:.S in the world. . 
Sipple took the initiative in erecting a meeting- After his or·lioation to the miniolry, in 1785, h~ was 
house, the result of which was B11rratt's Chapel. The in frequent communication with John ~ esley as to 
edifice was forty-two by forty-eight feet, two stories the "rgnnizat.ion and details of the church. The last 
hii;h, and had a vestry-room connected wit h it. letter e\'er penned by J ohn We,.Jey to the New World 
There is a tradition that the bric~s of which it was wss \ll"ritten just twenty-nine days before his. death, 
built were imported from Holland, which is highly and was directed to Ezekiel Cooper. The original 
improbnble, as the clay in the immediate vicinity is lettt·r was in the po88ession of bis nephew, the R!v. 
as good as any in the wo,Jd for bricks and the a rt of Ignatius T. Cooper, D.D., of Camdeti, Del., who had 
making bricks was already well-known, as bricks bad it frameJ, and treru:ured it as a memento of great in
been b!lrned at Lewes and other plRCeS in the Pen- teresL Here is gh·en a copy of the letter: 
inaula ,many year.ii before this t.im~. The house wn.s " Na.a Lo1111011; Feb. J. 1711\. ; 
furnished with a pulpit and occupied 88 a place or "Dua llao; n,:n : Tho.e that d"lre to write or N.J an:,tblnp: to mo 

hue nv 1ln1• tn • e, for Time bu ahakeo me b:, tbe baud anil Dtetb l1 
worship in the latter part of the same year. not ru ~bind. ..ut I hue ttUOn to be thankful ror th dme 1bat 1, 

•In No,·ember, 1784, Dr. Samuel Megaw, who had put.. lfeltn .. ne oCthe lnllro1ltles urold 11ge for funr•■cora and 1lz 
been rector or St. Paul's Protesta~t Episcopal Church, ,...,.,. It ...... not till a yu r 11ad a h11l( ft l!O that my elreogtb IUld ruy 

1lght flllled. And atlll I ani ~nabled to 1cM1ll a llllle a nd t.. cre•p, 
Third aud \Val nut Strett11, Philadelphia, Biishop though J c-nnut run. Probably I •bould not 1J811ble lo do •o 111,ich did 

b C I not a:Aoy of you _ ,st 01e by yunr p,-yen,. Frum time to time I have 
As ury, a eh B. Pedicord, J 08eph Hartley, Rev. glno a dJortlnt-hccount of the work ur Oc.d, which bu been wrougbtln 
Cromwell and .Rev. Thomas Coke, LL.D., met at llrihJo a nd lr.,h, nd for mure than bal( a ceutury. We ,-·ant ac,me of 
Buratt'tt Chapel and celebrated the first Quarterly :,ou to ghe ua a connected r t l:.tloo or whllt our Lord baa l>l:eo doing In 

Ao1erica froru t!Je time that l:Uchanl Boanluu,o accopted tbo IAYlb.tlon 
l!eeting held there, at which one thou!and people aoJ leflbll country to 1uve you. Stt that yoa oenr give place to one 

· d h b I h. thought of •J>llrllllng from j o .. r t,r;,thnm l::i Enro~ . • I.- 110 nrpor-
were estimate to ave een present. t w:i.a on t 1s tunlty or declaring wall moQ t.ha.t the Mtthodlru a re one, peopte In all 
occasion, November 14th, that Dr. Coke, who preach- the world, 11nd that It 1, tbelr full dettrmlna.Uuo.., to conUuu., 

iog the sermon of the day, fin,t met Francis Asbury "• TIJougb mountain, rLN and uceana rot, 
To ~ .. er III lu Y11,ln.' 

ard concerted those measures by which the Methodist "To tbe care or ourcomllloo Lord 1 commit you, aad am 
Episcopal Church was· OJ ganized jo A meric.a, which " Your aff'wctlonate fri<md and b.NCher, . , :, 

• • " J oR11 Wutn." • 
was etrected at Baltimore, Md., a few weeks later. At •• · · .. 
that meeting Asbury was elected the . first bishnp in .On the southwest s ide of the North1vest Br&nch of 
America and was con .. ecrated by Dr. Coke, who had Murderkili Creek-, abutting on the creek, i11 & large 
been (Jtdained the fi,,.t • bfahop o( the M~thl'.ldiiJt tract of land called "St.' Collom," on whi~h the vil• 
Episcopal Church by John We,;ley himself. lage of Frederi~ ,.s~ ntt.s: It was taken up on a ~ar-

The old fashioned high pulpit, which "'as r('ached rant in 168~ by Benoni Bishop and sun·eyed ~ him 
by a flight of steps and whicli aim ,st concealed the December 10, • 1684, for fourteen hundred ncres. . h 
preacher from his congregation; baa been remodel- extended down a small branch and Biishop'a ~ranch 
ed to auit modern ideas ; hnt tlie eeat or wooden until it fell into the North we.it Branch, then down lo• 

I 
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dian Creek (Mill Creek) to" Indian Point," the aite 
of" Johnny Cat'k:e Landing,'' no\, knowo ns Freder• 
ica; then up the creek to Ash Branch, then by Vilt• 

ious Jines to corner t'ur '' Bishop's Choice" on Ash 
Bre.nch, then by lines of Bi11hop·a Choke. Iuxtend
ed from Indian Point, at thcjun<:tion of the Nortb
wHt Branch with Murderkil\ Creek, nenrly two miles 
into the country in n westward direction. Bitsbop 
allo took up about thE: same time another tract of one 
thou1and and fifty acres, which he n~med "Bishop's 
Choice." 
•• The Indian rights in these Janda he bought of Sac
carack~tt, December 30, 1682, and January 5, 

'.1682-88. The Jarids were partly sold by him, and the 
remainder passed to two stepdaughters, and from 
their descendants, Zachariah Goforth, William Car
penter, Vincent and Jonathan Emerson and others 
purch:i~ed. Zachariah Goforth, who owned the land 
in "Johnny Cake Neck," known as the Old Landing 
(in a .surn•y of June 27, 1758; called Gororth's Land
ing and on th'd site of the pr~eot crossing from 
Frederica·· to Milford), was the first! purchaser, and 
bought part of" Bishop's Choice" (rormerJy of Mark 
lf.aolove), 

On March 2, 1769, be bought rMty-eight ncres of 
• Jaiid; part of St. Collom, Jying in "Johnny C.1ke 

Neck," adjoining,. Johnny C11lce Landing.'' It form
erfy belonged to Samuel Hues, and descended to him 
from bis grand(ather, Samuel Mott~ wlio hn.d pre
vio111ly pua·c~ased from the said Gororth fuur hundred 
acr-s, part of St. CoJJom, to which ho gave the name 
or " Mott's Field." 

"Johnny Cake Neck " is n term susceptible of in• 
de6oite extension- fa fact, comprel1ending :ill or St. 
Collom and part or Bishop's Choice. It lay west, 
northwest and southwest of Frederica, and extended 
from Murderkill Creek on the southwest and south to 
the Northwest Branch and Bishop'• Brauch on the 
north. 

The landing-place, called •= Gororth'• Landing,'' 
was surveyed to Zachariah Gororth, Jane 27, 1758, 
aod the remainder, June 19, 1776. It lies :l.bove the 
town of Frederica, on tl1e .MurderkiU Cceek, and ia 
near the site or the present crossing from I<'rederica 
to )lilford, 
•• Sil via Sipple, April 29, 1776, was granted a warrant 
for one hundred and sixty•oce ncres, part or St. Col
lom, lying in "Jo~nny C11lre · Neck/' adjoining land 
of Zaclrn.riah Goforth and Vincent Emeraoo. A part 
or "St. Collom" :ind or IC Bishop'• Choice,, in 
"Johnny Cake N eek" \Vas granted to Vincent Emer
son, September 16, 1769, and in all contained nine 
hundred and ele\·en acres. The land of .Jonathan 
Emerson was adjoining and wu J> .. rt of SL Collom, 
on which he laid out Fre~crica. James _Boyer, by 
warrant, llarch 18, 17i6, also bad one hundred and 
twenty-aeveii acres of land in Johnny Cake Neck ad
joiniog Gofortb's )and atid "Helltberd'• Adven
tore,'' which wu 1urveyed tu Jame■ Borer and Chlll". 
Ridgely. 

FnEDEBICA.-On the part of "St. Collom," that 
Jonathan Emerson pnrchn.sed, he laid out., in 1770, a 
town with streets and lots, each one bun<lred by one 
hun,lrecl and twenty feet. Zachariah Goforth made 
the firsL purcb~e that is on record, February 13, 1772, 
and bought two lots, Nos. 6 and 7. The other lots, 
soon after sold, were M follows: John Dill, August 
24, 1773, lot.s Nos. 27 r.nd 28; John Crompton, August 
25, 1773, lot No. 2; F.ancis l\fanny, August 27, 17i3, 
lo~ Nos. 25 and 26; John Fisher, September 9, 1774, 
lots Nos. 23 and 24; Solomon EJmonson, February 
6, 1775, lots No1:1. 8 and 22; John Gibson, February 
15, 1775, lc,ts Nos. 18 and 19; Levin Wainwright, 
November 15, 177 5, lots Nos. 9 and 10 ; Wi!liam 
Sipple, February 24, 1776, Jots Nos.11 and 12. Zach
nriah Goforth, August 10, 1774, sold twenty-five·hun
drcd and fifty square feet to John Dill, innkeeper of 
.Johnny-Cake Landing. In 1790 William Berry was 
a storekeeper in the town. 

The idea prevails aml)ng some people that one 
David Leach owned all the Jand around Frederica, 
nnd that there was a small clm,ter of wooden tene
ments, with here a.nd there a respectable brick dwell
ing, the decimn!cd remaias of which are etill to be 
seen. This idea so prevalent is all a mistake. David 
Leach did not come from Som~rset County, Md., :Jotil 
1729, and February 20th in that year bought one 
hundred acres of lnnd in the forest of Murderkill 
Hundred ot' Jacob Simmons, ca.1Ied "Simmons' 
PJumbs," and May 14th the sam~ year be bought 
fifty acres of land in the fork of Murderkill Creek of 
John Sipple. He did not own the land on which 
Frederica sf.tlnd~. "Johnny Oak~ Landing,'' the 
site of Frederica, wits east arid northeMt of Leach's 
land; and adjncent thereto on the BB me side of the 
creek. Frederica lies on the extreme eastern end .of 
Jobuny Cake Neck. David Lench died in 1760, and 
was buried on Briar Bu.sh Hill, and did not, there
fore, lay out Frederica, as ia amply proven by the 
deed:1 of Jonathan Emerson, dated twelve years later. 

The headstone and foot.stone, marktng the site of 
bia grave, on the brow of the hill along the cripple of 
.Murderkill Creek, about fifty yards south from Na
thaniel Lank'111 large building, on his ship-yatd, are 
in a good 1tate o( preservation, and bear this inscrip
tion: 

.. DA YID La.1.cR 
departed tbl1 Lire 
10th Da1 JAnU.&r,r 

1760.·~· 

Many peop)e attempt to discredit the fact of 
Frederica being at one tim'e called II J:-ohnny Cake 
Landing," but Survey Buote A, in the recorder's 
office of Kent Cou~ty. on folios 118 and 183, will 
sa.ti!!fy one of the identity of the two names. On folio 
118 occu~ tbi,i language :·" A Dr.iught of two parcels 
of ?lfarsh and cripple, situ11.te in a. fork of the }further 
Creek in Uurtbt-r Crc!ek Hundred, in the County uf 
K~ot on Delaware: viz. Fig 1. f',ontaining 34 acres 
and a.llol'f&nce ofsix pr cent : and Fig. 2, including· 
Johnny Odie landing aqd beginning at a cor. R. <;>. 
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tracts, called the" Upton Farm," ,vhich recently be
ean1e the properly of Dr. Thomas H. Cooper, of 
Chestertown, Mel~ 

.Jfurderkill Neck1 is the eastf!rn end of South Mur
derkill Hundred, in Kent County, bounded east hy 
the Delaware B..1y, north by Jone~) Ri, .. er, south, 
by liurderkiII -Creek and ,vest by the north branch 
of its Spring Creek tributary, known as the }lon
tague mill•str-;,am. Near the mill-seat a slight eleva
tion divides i1s ,vaters from a branch of Jones' Creek, 
and thu-J prevents the neck from being an island. 
The divide!' ,vith contiguous tracts, was an early ac
quisition of the Chambers family, whose ancient 
d,vellings and burial vaults are pointed out to the 
stranger. That the_ Neck was once a populou~ abode or 
favorite haunt of the red man, is evident by the shell
heaps , .. isible, and by other large deposits. ~Iany ar
row-heads have been gathered, of various shapes _and 
origin. A heap of iragmentary arrow .. head cleavings, 
once ob!erved at the . mouth of Iviurderkiii •• Creek, 
suggested the idea that it may have been at one time 
a place for the manufacture of Indian implements. 
Recent collections of imnlements-besides arrow-

• 

headR and interesting specimenK of pottery-include 
tree•killers, meat and skin-dressers, corn-crusher and 
a furbisher. Great numbers of water-fowl frequent.ed 
the streams, small quadrupeds the forests, pondd and 
marshes; wild-turkeys were numerous; bears, deer 

I Prepared by J-mee H. Reed, of Bowers, Kent Couat.y. 



. on his farm for the burning of lime-stone. The 
whole8ale destruction of wooded preserves, before the 
development of coal, caused alarm amoug the people. 
To :n1:eet the _de~and for h~dgcs, lvng before the_ O§Jage 

' • "r • ' -

orange came into use, Jehu_. Reed: in 1882, having 
then a nµrsery up_o·n his home farm, procured berries 
of the_. Vi'rgini~is.-~_l_ackthorn. These _he fermented, 
plaµ~:~~g:_tli~ _se~~/ in bed8, and . for ma~y years gr~": 
and ' sold thornquicks _in addition ·to othe,r ·n,urse_r~ 
stock • . ·111 some";ifl~taµ~e.s he ·set out hedges·'t,y con~ 
. . . ·.: . :. • • ~ ·: ?]; ...-- • . : ;, ' • • 
~ it_is __ ~id Drµ~~~tJlray, an aged freedman, who 4ied about 1840, 

poin.te~ ~n~:.fl\~ .h~~: ~@_jf,'-to· those. now livfo~, the pf~e \\'.h~re .)1e h~ 
. seen~ the last• small'.tHrerd of 'buffalo in this neck-namely, a glade or 
• - meado·wr ~!!~I!iti~t~JE~]fi \he,~ ~a~~r ,-:4~dre.~ gray :.~he-g~ndfat_her or 

our SeJ1at9~. Ge9rge ~i:ay;1 n·prtJiw~t of hfs:res~dence. ~- . -
= .. Tld_~· cbaract~r-'~d~lk~:~~b:tsto_rjc_ l){cl_te: . __ In a44ition to his .(~eedoµi, 

1 "' ... ~ l ~ .. ....-.;:-~· .. ~.~-t\.:-... ~ 7 ·;- ... " ..... ~ t-~7...... A .._.. • ~ .. , l, • • :!'"..;.. • ~ ...... ;-. •., ' • 

h' • waif ~iv~!} .~ i ~~f~~r.!.tU-J~~ what the l>~pe~ _call th_e '~~ ~rn~iner 9~Y 
~-o~.0 

__ ~- ~~:'fell_Jo4~~Jlite. fQlks s~~lc of. bis hospi~lity, of ~Isita to 
hi~ !icf.~ .. ~1!~ _of · _ae~f1 ... a~t -h,!~.J-~bl~. Pio~s. and j_ustly proud of his o~_eJ!, 
be could be eieen 1n h1~~cai-t"'early S~nday moru1ng, on his way to Bar-

' ratt's 9haeel~ where,} o· ih·e· galler.;·, the colo~ peopl! ~o~-- ) ippe«! .in 
those· days aod.,..held clllSS-meetings bt,fore the white folks arri vad. Back 
of .. ~~~ IJ~J.9-~c /liti!Ut~s£.,~~~!tgtluup, ~~d ~f. the __ more ·.~.cer~~; n1ott~~ry 
cit,fofl evergreen and~m.arbla, are the graves of those ·oarlY. Christians 
Q( t~i~f~i~i:iil _rac~;;f~fne."wlio yet live welf ._r~pr~lit u· iqe~ rar~ Q{d 

1top!.~·;.~~.-~cia~ly t~~~ J.,y t~~ µarue of Qmy (o_f severat ~is!in~t types). 
wh~!~~o:,~d w~re .4 o~b~les,. all1 ~~a~~, ~ t~e sam~<:' l~T•~Y, J~~Qwn 
as so~rf clvi•' and o~i:Jy, reflect credtt on __ the nan1e tlJey }nli~rlt, as 

• comp~r~ with certa.llf o~~e.rs, W~, ~ _ceived_n_o_t t~-~-~r~·yepts of telig!on 
wbll& under1 tbe yoke~ In the lives of the~e, observj~·;-tQ·. !)e-~I~t~~s, 
treacherous and short, and or tbose the reverse, one riiay·dfscern ante
cedenfa ; likewise; th~( good or -~vil one ~y do through successh·e gen-
erat~6~•··a~i- ceaa~µ~}-?ilve or.~ven to be remembered. -~ • • • 1 • . • 

. ,:i · 74 · ,,.~ ·,.., . 
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·'t~-ti- •··.r11\lb~ _·ij(nii'h ·· nt =: ·n..<ri!Qf:::: \:i.i(/ ·,'.({ l\:r{in if.· 
;<f f l'-i}ltL\\\ti i·_~:r ~~C:~ hll,:-\h~r-hif.tli~tl\1i :1J;$ i~:·_1Jf!}i. :,~liJii~ 
J~f ·t\il · :ri.hJ:··tl:t:1t~k ;Qhn:t:eh.\1~sth~d: :ii:1):\t)U~ ·+ltcr h t'{\~ 
wlth · ,-r, :P-tn11t1hxr.,v ·.Il1'i. 't:'Wl'> :s:itht~. '.:t., f' • ·lt ~ ·tl1.rn t 
t~ll\lt-~h 1~ ffhnt~itl~· ( ih4p_(}L • 

ltl 'Jt1s·-1?r~~ml1ot-tJ ·P:~,t-rfU·~~n1·~.rf\t\:lit { \ u.t lh<· 
lW)U.Hl o:i :j1 :.NJ-t, 1·.w.wts ;h~.J~J.iJ:i>)u:int ~f~tt'JH1 .t .am.Huiz, 
-ttd~t ftrtrlt>:tk;it ~ J>:.{1.Hhr ~ll~t.~titt·,, -)~~itllm.11 ;~qVli.k 
~-t: d -::h>JJn;fthn,J~. J~~l~~J(~. :(l,~J~itH-l~~Jr-:f fH!,-dthrs. ~~~t~ $1_:1 
-nt~H~h ·:,tJh\d~fl :b~r lm~--l)f:<'t~rlo,rir ·thilt,-.rlws-,ftwnmd 
... ,lt.,,.;{-.'iE(l-1\•L\~ -Jy1·t:i')·'..,~.:. ·.lf.i'\~·1, ihi_ ~-k -t., t,\'f-:w' .:t~,h.-\· cxtl(l;-J.(\if.,V w ... \., .... ..... ~ ... , ~ "··- . ~ •h'-... l ." .. ,J~:.: '-'.--Y~. , ~1-.~i .J.11. , . . . -!.- .-.. ·>:i-"' 
J~J1t. ·tlt • thcilt-.jH,1tsJ~~1 -lnr~ .~~tio.fi.· tJ1ijy~ Jd t.::.(h.tt un-od 
tlJ }O_.t)nv ,~hOijlJ tiJi{_l -,;_A~hitr.y ·N:rn{I\t:rt1J}t'.!.tl'· tfwtn 1o 
• h 1 ~-ud :,t ::oltu,-p.o-1, 

hl ,tho ·,~JUlll):te.r p.f:' ttr1.S.l1 P.b:iH:riJJtrrN"t n ,~un-~ 
t,1·H,n~tr-d:•:f.l jJl (1°t ~,it-.-.itt6Hri:d·lo :th<~ ~{~t{ic;ty :•WJXh t-b(~ 
1t1'J'lt?l"~.tn.ndi m;r:(li~l'.\hi.1~-~ -1\~uti1d hnfHl ·;~ lW~t111i'l), .. 
th:~ hnii.s(r l hr:t~.01t !.: -~t ,;t;w~~:~fttry :htfrit.f • ,ttlun,d)l 
wt),." :sowlNl-h'rn11:r*U:-i~Hf-ly\ tr11~ ;s1J~r.ritd~)1J nUit!-~11-
rd·· ·f. f l . ·.t.hr'. :P tl.lrlp.ttthr -\H' tJrfr . -~t,1l1tndi'.Hf:~ :l1l1H¥~d 
·l.\{))1t 'i•Jf•_r-,\hk .i_,v,1rf~\U:ofi .:.ft• fh~- :(1fcx~H1, t,1 n·r ttm 
·ccJinrr h wi t.hhr . t.Jt~ -;tn_dghbtwhoml. \\~.tilh... th1:\ 
;(~liHf'.t~h \\'M~ 'l.ft)Xl(l'f r·onsJ;;rJH~.MOll,1 1.\ :g('t!ll.ki-tn:fftt ltf 
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In retirement during the Revolution, Asbury studies ancient languages 

CHAPTER EIGHT 

Delaware 
January 1, 1779, A living miracle of Divine mercy, I am brought to· the 

beginning of another year. How many of my friends are gone to eternity 
the past year, while I am spared amidst temptations and afflictions of 
various kinds! I humbly hope, upon the whole, I am more spiritual; but 
0 ! how unfruitful and unprofitable. This year seems to open with fore
bodings of uncommon distress. Lord, prepare me for every event of thy 
providence! My own soul was much affected, and there appeared to be a 
concern among the people, while preaching to-day at Lewis'. Blessed be 
God I my soul has intimate access to Jesus, and is much quickened. 

"My residue of days or hours, 
Thine, wholly thine shall be; 

And all my consecrated powers, 
A sacrifice to thee." 

Saturday, 2. !reached my circuit in Kent,1 and preached on my favourite 
~ubject: "This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners;" and there appeared t0 
be some meltings of heart among the people. 

UpoJ:l mature reflection, I do not repent my late voluntary retirement 
in the State of Delaware. Notwithstanding all my afflictions and fears, I 

1 
Having left his retreat at Judge White's, Asbury began riding a fragment of the 

old Kent Circuit, co.nfined largely to Delaware, although the General Minutes contain 
no record of this appointment. The conference of April 28, however, appointed Asbury 
with fQur others to the Delaware Circuit. He .had considerably enlarged the old circuit 
since his arrival. in December, 1777. (Lednum, op. cit., 205, 226.) 
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ent~rtain a hope, that after the people have been tried and humbled b 
t~eir pr~~ot calamities, the Lord will yet visit and bless them with spirituJ 
light? punty, and_ consol~tion. Alr~dy I am informed that there is a 
gracious work gomg on m Sussex, m Delaware, and in Accomack and 
Northampton counties, in Virginia. 

1:f onday, 4. Being prevented from travelling, by a heavy fall of snow r 
firushed the reading of the 2d vol. of Mr. Wesley's Sermons, which I beg:m 
on Saturday; and they were, as usual, made a peculiar blessing to my soul 
I trust the Lord favours me with an increase of love and gratitude. • 

Wednesday? 6. I ended the .first volume of Prideaux's Connexions,1 and 
had a clear view of !he st~te of the ~ations at the different periods of the 
Chur~h of God- a Just view of which is highly necessary for the under
standing ~f the prophec!es. The revolutions of kingdoms have been 
wonderful m all_ ages ; and 1t ought not to be thought strange, if they should 
b~ so now. _B_ut m all the various turns of Divine providence God had, and 
still has, spmtual ends, and the welfare of his Church, in view. • 

_Thursday, 7. In reading the second volume of Prideaux, I was struck 
w!~ th~ exact ful.fiJm_ent of Daniel's prophecy "The seventy weeks being 
divided mto three penods,-that is, into seven, sixty-two, and one week _ 
the first reacheth from the time of the going forth of the commandm~nt 
to Ezra, for the restoring of the Church and the state of the Jews, in the 
seven~ year of Artaxerxes Longimanus, to the finishing of that work by 
Nehemiah, forty-nine ye~s after ; the second, from the end of that period 
to four hundred and thirty-four years after, at which time the Messiah 
appear~d in th~ ministry of John; and the last, from that of his thus 
appearmg, to his being cut off by his death on the cross- which was one 
week, or seven years; and all these put together, fully make up seventy 
week~, or four hu_ndred and nine_ty years of this prophecy: and, according 
to this computation, every particular of it hath been fully verified in a 
co~ pletion exactly agreeable thereto, and the whole number of years 
pmnted out thereby exactly answered to a month; for as the going out of 
th~ commandment_ to _Ezra, fro~ whence they began, was in the month of 
N1san, so the c~ci.fixion of Christ was also in the same month, just four 
hundred and mnety years after." This day my heart wa·s kept in peace. 
My soul shall make her boast in the Lord. 

f riday, 8. I rode to Mr. Boyer's, and conversed freely with him on the 
thmgs of God. He appeared very kind, and inclined to hear instruction. 

L ord's day, 10. Though it rained, many attended to hear the word both 
a\Boyer's3 an~ at Dover; and on M onday my heart was greatly enlarged 
. Hu~phrey Pndeaux (1648- 1724) wrote Connections of the Old and New Testaments 
in the History of the Jews, etc. (1716). • 

3 
This was the Boyer home located near Magnolia, Delaware. From it went Caleb 

Boyer, a convert under the ministry of Freeborn Garrettson, who was an itinerant from 
178? to 1788, and who was one of the most eloquent and effective leaders that the 
Peninsula conference has produced. (Lednum, op. cit., 304-5.) 
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in preaching to a large congregation at Hilliard's, on Rom. i, 16. There 
were present many persons of respectability; but every mouth was stopt, 
and gainsayers had nothing to say or do. 

Tuesday, 12. I preached at S.'s,' on the education of children, and 
relative duties : I then rode to Richard Shaw's, where I found a tender 
congregation; and left one soul in deep distress. It seems that God, in 
compassion to the souls of the people, has kept the way open for the 
preachers to travel, notwithstanding the imprudence of some, and the 
wickedness of others. If the Lord is pleased to work, who or what can 
binder? 

Wednesday, 13. My soul has enjoyed a deep sense of God. The con
gregation was large at Stradley's, and I trust their coming together was 
profitable, at least to some of them. In many circuits the preachers have 
hardly an opportunity of reading their Bibles, much less anything else. A 
great part of the day is taken up in riding, preaching, and meeting the 
classes; and very often at night, there is a large family, but one room for 
all, and sometimes no candle: so that I think it would be well, under such 
circumstances, if the preachers could have one spare day in every week 
for the purpose of improving themselves. 

Thursday, 14. I bad many people at (William) Thomas's, to whom I 
preached with great freedom; and took occasion to explain and enforce 
family duties. It affords me no small joy to find that my labours are not 
altogether in vain. 

Saturday, 16. I am grievously tempted by the enemy; but the Lord is 
still my defender and friend. I am now reading the third volume of 
Prideaux, and find it both entertaining and instructive. I still go on to 
enforce the education of children, and family duties. 

Lord's day, 24. At the widow Jackson's I enforced Genesis xviii, 19: 
"I know him, that he will command his children, and his household after 
him, and they shall keep the way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; 
that the Lord may bring upon Abraham tl1at which he hath spoken of 
him." In the evening I opened and applied Ezek. x:xxvi, 25, &c., with light 
and liberty, and the congregation felt the ~eight of the word. 

Tuesday, 26. I spent much of my time in reading the third volume of 
Mr. Hervey's Dialogues. I like his philosophy better than his divinity. 
However, if he is in error by leaning too much to imputed righteousness, 
and in danger of superseding our evangelical works of righteousness, some 
are also in danger of setting up self-righteousness, and, at least, of a 
partial neglect of an entire dependence on Jesus Christ. Our duty and 
salvation lie between these extremes. We should so work as if we were to 
be saved by the proper merit of our works; and so rely on Jesus Christ, 
to be saved by his merits and the Divine assistance of his Holy Spirit, as 
if we did no works, nor attempted anything which God hath commanded. 

• Asbury preached at either Sturgis's or Scotten's. 
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This is evidently the Gospel p)an of man's salvatio-n :-:-St. Paul says in 
_one place, "By grace are ye saved, through faith; and that not of your
selves, it is the gift of God." In another place the same apostle saith 
"Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling." But some, wh~ 
see the danger of seeking to be justified by the deeds of the law, turn all 
their attention to those passages of Scripture which ascribe our salvation 
to the grace of God; and to avoid the rock which they discover on the 
right hand, they strike against that which is equally dangerous on the 
left, by exclaiming against all conditions and doings, on the part of nian • 
and so make void the Jaw through faith-as if a beggar could not cros~ 
the street, and open his hand (at the request of his benefactor) to receive 
his bounty, without a meritorious claim to what he is about to receive. 
What God hath joined together, let no man put asunder. And he having 
joined salvation by grace, with repentance, prayer, faith, self-denial, love, 
and obedience, whoever putteth them asunder will do it at his peril. But 
it is likewise true that others who see the danger of this, in order, -as they 
imagine, to steer clear of it, go about to establish their own righteousness; 
.and although they profess to ascribe the merit of their salvation to Jesus 
Christ, yet think they cannot fail of eternal life, because they have wrought 
many good deeds of piety towards God, and of justice and mercy towards 
man; and they would think it incompatible with Divine justice, to sentence 
them to eternal punishment, for what they call the foibles of human 
nature, after having lived so moral and upright a life. Happy the man: who 
so studies the Holy Scriptures, his own heart, and the plan of salvation, 
and daily prays with such earnest sincerity to Almighty God, as to see 
that neither faith without works, nor works without that faith which 
justifies the ungodly, will suffice in the awful day of universal retri
bution! 

Wednesday, 21. My soul is sensible that there is a declension among 
professors. This cannot but grieve the hearts of those who Jabour, and are 
engaged to promote the spiritual and eternal happiness of their fellow 
creatures. Lord, revive thy work of grace, in all our societies throughout 
this extensive continent, and in every nation on the earth-and especially 
in my poor heart. 

Thursday, 28. We had tidings of great troubles in the south as well as 
the nortb.6 Th~ gathering cloud seemed to loy.,er and threaten with great 
severity. 0 my God! I am thine : and all the faithful are thine. Mercifully 
inteI]Jose for the deliverance of our land. and for the eternal salvation of 
all that put their trust in thee. At present my way is measurably hedged 
in by Providence; but the time may come when I shall be useful· in the 
Church of Christ. This would afford me more satisfaction than all the 

• Asbury probably refers to the defeat of the Americans and the capture of Savannah 
and occupancy of Georgia by the :British. In the North anxiety prevailed over the 
conduct of :Benedict Arnold. 
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. f th east, with all the pomp and grandeur of empires, and all the 
nches 0es t{at can gratify both the imagination and the flesh. . 
pleasur di February 1. My conscience smote me severely fo~ speaking 

~on ,:~~d in company. o ! how frail is man. It is ve:1 difficu~t for 
an idl\heck my rapid flow of spirits when in company w1th my friends. 
roe to . unruly member: and St. James spoke a sacred truth when 
Toe tongue is an • fi t d able · d "If any man offend not in word, the same is a per ec man, an 
he 5~ cile the whole body." He that can ou all occas~ons ~o~em his ~on~e, 
~~ve power sufficient to ke·ep bis whole body m religious subJectto~. 

This day our quarterly meeting began,• and my h~art was exp~ded ID 

bing to about seven hundred people, on Heb. u, 2. I entertaJ.11 great 
reac that we shall see a gracious revival of religion. The Lord knoweth 
:~es ext to my own salvation, this is my chief concern, and all "fI!-Y 
~ ~ ' ~ in America or in the whole world: I desire to live only for this. 
ID 7ieres., 2 Our iove feast began at nine, and public worship at twelve 

uesuay, • . . rfuI • th 
, I ck The operations of the Holy Spmt were very powe m e 

0 c O e~ation. so that there was a general melting; and amongst the young 
con~ there '.were outcries and deep distress. Here was a blessed prospect, 
~

0J i:• gracious beyond the power of language to d~cribe. Both preachers 
an~ people were exceedingly quickened. The public labours of the day 
were too much for my feeble frame. . . . . 

Friday, s. I am still far short of what I wis~ to be ~ po10t of uruversal 
holiness and fervent devotion; but my soul 1s kept m peace, and I am 
determined, by grace, to be more resolute, faithful, and dilig~nt. 

Lord's day, 1. There was a large company, and some meltmg of he~rt, 
at Boyer's, while I preached on Luke xix, 10. 1:° the afternoon I was m
vited to preach in Dover court house; but my ideas were not very clear, 
neither was my spirit at liberty. _ . 

Tuesday, 9. My affections were warm, and my words flowed with ease 
last night in town; and the attention of the people appeared to be ~e?· 
The people also were very lively today at Richard Shaw's. My body 1s m 
a feeble state; but glory to God, when I am weak, _th~n am I stron~. 
Though this mortal frame is sbaken by repeated affi!ctions, my soul 1s 
supported by that peace which passeth all understanding. Lord, keep me 
always in the dust at thy feet, leaning continually on Jesus my beloved, 
that as my body approacheth the grave, my soul may advance towards 
the realms of light and glory, and there securely rest in Abraham's bosom 
till the general resurrection. 

"There I shall see bis face, 
And never, never sin; 

There, from the rivers of bis grace, 
Drink endless pleasures in. 

'This quarterly meetlng was probably held in the home of Ric~atd Shaw, two miles 
west of Dover, Delaware. (Lednum, op. cit., 226; Hallinan, op. c,r., 120.) 
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"Yea, and before I rise . 
To that immortal state 

The thoughts of such am~ bliss 
Should constant joys create. 

"There I shall bathe my weary soul 
In_seas of heavenly rest, . 

And not a wave of trouble roll 
Across my peaceful breast." 

Saturday, 13. Having .seen some good a 
places, I returned to my lodging ' but found ppearances at two or three 
are to be borne here. Upon th; whole it 'as usual, th~t heavy crosses 
God bas other work for me to do and' tha:1pears suffic1e?tly clear that 
graciously intends me for more ext~nsive se . m_ust _not abide here. If be 
pleased to open my way and make it l . rvb1'; m his Church, may he be 

Mi d 15 v • ' pam e,oremer 
. on ay, • anous trials beset me-fro s . • 

friends; but hitherto the Lord bath hel d f atan, 1!3e world, and from 
no resting here in an pe • am convmced there must be 
bitter and painful in ~ ~;~~on, place, or other object; for it would be 

Thursday, 18. My soul was in sweet pea . d I h 
will sooner take me out of the world thacel, atn li umbJy_ hope the Lord 
'T' • • n e me ve to sm agai t him 

is _grace, almighty grace, must keep me. otherwise all ns . • 
pray~g, and labours of every kind, would be' inefli tu I Th my reading, 
be diligently used; but unless God's bl . ec a • e means must 
be used in vain. essmg accompany them, they will 

Friday, 19. My soul was so terribl. be e b S 
say, I bad rather die than live th ~ s t y atan, th~t I was ready to 
to submit, and say, tlte Lord's w~ b:~ gra~e, by reflect10n, br~ught me 
even worse than deatlt I one' though my su.trenngs were 
it be through fire and' ~:~e;_t :\:~d~ h~tn, !o enjoy thy presence, if 
observed, that notwithstandin tlte e g arke s Mar_t~rology,s I have 
there has been a Church of fai~ l ~ors and superstitions of Popery, 
witness to the trutll-not in word ~o]v1 ~esses preserv~d, who have borne 
death. Y, ut by a holy life, and triumphant 

Monday, March l 1779 1 h fl fi 
in preachlng, and th~ Spirit of;;~ ~t:, o; the ~ost part, bad liberty 
various and peculiar exercises I or as . een with m~: 8:nd from my 
that the Lord is preparing m~ f~~f~t;ngly J.I?Pressed with a persuasion 
for shame, on account of my reat unf. ~ services. Bu~ alas I what cause 
be well compared to a tempe!tuous aithfulness I This present life may 
prosperity blows a fresh gale. at othe°c:;: stltometimes f?-e fair wind of 

, ' r · es e cross wmd of adversity 
; As?wy was lodging with Judge Thomas White 

This was probably a work by Samuel Clarke (. 
who was a prolific writer on religious subjects. 1675-1729), an English clergyman 
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rages and ilireatens a hurrican{ How difficult it is, in the midst of such 
opposing diversity, to pay pro~·er attention to the Divine compass, and 
still pursue the right course! 

Wednesday, 3. Notlting grieves me so much as the want of holiness. But 
it affords me some satisfaction to find that the people in these parts 
appear to advance in religion. 

Friday, 5. Satan shot his fiery darts at me; but my soul was shielded, and 
his darts repelled. My heart is humbled within me and I must be more 
faithful to God, or I fear I shall not endure to the end. 

Monday, 8. I had a large congregation yesterday at Jackson's, and my 
spirit was at liberty. To-day my hopes were revived at Dover, whlle 
expatiating on the experience of Hezekiah. 

Lord's day, 14. For some days past my soul has been dejected: but upon 
examination, I am conscious that I have, in some good measure, walked 
closely with God, and in the time of my greatest heaviness, I have found 
peace: therefore conclude, that it must be owing to some natural cause, 
though intended to humble me. The most genteel people in Dover treat 
me with great kindness and courtesy. I hope it will tum to their own 
spiritual advantage. I have a witness witltin, that I seek not theirs (neither 
money nor esteem) but them-as the purchase of my Lord's death, that 
they may be his willing servants forever. I have lately been reading Watson's 
Body of Divinity.' The general drift of it does not comport with my 
sentiments, yet it contains many good things. I had a mind to abridge bis 
two sermons on, "Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil." 

On Friday I was inclined to believe, tltat the night before the Lord had 
re-sanctified my soul. It afforded m: much comfort; and I was ready to 
conclude it had been so for many years past, if I had maintained and 
believed it. But I fear I have been too slack in urging both myself and 
others diligently to seek the experience of this great and blessed gift. 
May the Lord help me from this time, to live free from outward and in
ward sin, always maintaining the spirit of the Gospel in meekness, purity, 
and Jove! . 

At this time my body labours under much affliction, and I seem fit for 
little or no service .. This, witlt the heavy temptations which frequently 
attack my soul, makes me feel as in the furnace; but grace surrounds me 
as a wall of .fire, and I trust my soul suffers no damage. 

Tuesday, 23. My eyes being sore, the children10 read for me the Life of 
• Thomas Watson (d. 1686), ejected English divine, was a man of considerable 

learning; and hls works preserved his fame long after his death. His most famous 
work was the Bady of Practical Divinity, which appeared after his death. It consisted 
of 176 sermons on the catechism of the Westminster assembly of divines. (Dictionary 
of Natiol1Cll Biography, XX, 948-49.) 

10 These were the children of Judge and Mrs. Thomas White. For sketches of Mrs. 
White and members of the family, see lednum, op. cit., 256, 270. 
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John Bruen.
11 

He was an eminent man, truly pious, and much mortified 
in his affections, by deep meditation OJ?. t~e word of God, and other · 
religious exercises. I see myself the least of all God's servants, whethei 
ancient or modern; and although he bas done more for me than for many 
yet I have done less for him. From an observation of Mr. Bruen's, that 
great blessings more frequently attended the labours of plain, simple 
preachers than of the more sublime and eloquent, I was led to fear that r 
had not been simple enough. . · 

Thursday, 25. It appears to me very difficult to keep professors fro.Ill. 
placing too much confidence in past experience; and to keep them pressing 
after grace with as much assiduity as at first. How prone is man to stare 
from God, and to embrace every excuse for the neglect of that best of all 
duties-living in close communion with the Father of spirits I Though I 
now pray not less than ten times a day, yet I find I have need to pray ... 
without ceasing. • . ·· 

D ELKWARE 

Saturday, 27. A remarkable instance occurred of the watchful care of 
God over his people. Mr. Peddicord went to bed, but could not sleep, 
though he tried again and again. At last he was obliged to rise; and M . 

going down stairs with the man of the house, be found the house on fire. 

Lord's day, 28. My mind was much drawn out in prayer, and I believe 
I have not spent more time in this exercise for many years past, if ever, , 
than I do now. But my mind has been much perplexed about wandering 
thoughts in prayer, though Mr. Wesley's deep and judicious discqurse on 
that subject has afforded me no small satisfaction. He hath both shown 
the causes of those thoughts, which are not sinful, and incontestably , 
proves that they contract no.guilt. Yet a devout and tender mind must be 
grieved, to find any kind of temptation in that sublime exercise wherein 
the whole soul desires to be employed. This portion of Scripture-"Shall 
not God avenge his own elect who cry unto him day and night?"- hath 
followed me for some time, almost continually, and hath brought me 
much comfort. This day I preached at Edward White's. I am strongly 
persuaded in my own mind, that I have stayed in these parts too long. A 
black man, who had been liberated by Mr. Blades, gave such an extra
ordinary account of the work of God in his sow, and withal displayed 
such gifts in public exercises, that it appears as if the Lord was preparing 
him for peculiar usefuJness to the people of his own colour. Let the Lord 
choose bis own instruments, and send by whom he y.,ill. 

Tuesday, 30. Several of my friends came to take their leave, and see the 
last of me for the present. They manifested great affection: and well they 
might, if they knew how much I had suifered among them. The next day 

11 

William Hinde (15091-1625) wrote The Very Singular Life of J. Bruen, Esq. (1560-
1625), of Brue11-Stap/eford, Chesl,ire, exhibiting- a variety of Memorable and Exemplary 
Circumstances. It was first published in 1641. 
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i,iL • duall recovered my spirits. Meeting 
ff.12 and on my Journey 1 

gra Y him about the things of God, ~~ a ~an on the road, I be~ to s:t~ a~out for the Lord had reached 
l't'JI» aw how Providence had r<;>ug ~ to b~ diligent and. faithful, and 
: dt~ the night before. I :d~~~1h~haw's, where I hear~ agreeable 

left him. I then rode OD: o thin in the womb of Providence, for 
so - s II Peradventure there is so~e m! by bringing me through the fire 
ne~ • the Lord hath been prepanng ' 
which d th as a 

d water. M soul was much blessed, an ere w 
an 'Jfhursday, April 1, 1779. ~ while I spoke strong words on t~e sub-

t melting am?ng the peol?e;ers were greatly quickened, and m cl~ss ~ of sanctification. The beli f God I live in great hopes of domg 
J ting we had much of the power o O m • soul' 
meed in this journey. Bles~ the ~~r! R y Mr Magaw l& a kind, sensible, 

•· go;riday, 2. I had an inte~ew w~ Ch:rc:\ th~n retum~d to the house of 
friendly minister ~f the Episcop e resent; and here I hope to spend my 
Mr Shaw my quiet retreat for th J?th God and Divine subjects. My soul • ' • ceable converse WI 
little leisure m _pea lete in the image of God. 
longs to be qwte comp ed with a Presbyterian minister, and en-

Lord's day, 4. I breakfast ·ections which he started; but _could_ ~ot 
deavoured to answer some obJ t who had dipped deep mpolitics. 
a,ttempt a vindid' cati~n ~e:o!:~o;!~t u~oving among the people-some 

On Wedn~s a;:, ' erfect love. . 
~king justification, and others J? e. but I have not sufficiently en-

Wednesday, 14. My soul_ "'.as m ~a~~n This will press believers for
f~rced the doctrine of Chrils s.ti2;1 ped :Suffi~ient. and the people in these 

A b verything e e 18 ioun ' · · B t I have war.., w en e • • - r there is little or no opposition. u 
parts appear npe for it fo all and low experience. Brother Joshua 
attended too much to _1DY ~~as:ettson two young preachers, both sp~ke 
Dudley and brother Richar a written license. On Thursday my rrund 
to-day and I gave each of them_ f tin.cation. and the result was, 

' I ·sed on the subJect o sane ' dili' tly 
was deep Y ~xerc1 h 't e frequently and pursue it more gen . a determination to preac i mor , . 

hl h had offered him sanctuary smce • :11 Asbury was leaving Judge White's home, w c . -

•• November 9, 1778. . tha Asbu 's letter to Thomas Rankin 1D ~ 7_77, 
•• • u This may be a reference to th~ fact b t ·ties had caused a lessening of susp1c10n 
• having been interce~ted by Amfl er::°-au~~r~ttit~de of Governor Ca:sar Rodney of toward Asbury. This was re . ec m 

Delaware. (Lednum, op. cit., 226-b_, 'b erector of Christ Church, Dover, Delaw!ll'e, 
i, Dr. Samuel Magaw (1735-18 '! ecam entin to them their first frame meeting-

in 1767. He befriended the Methodists by pres el w!s later changed to Thomas Ch~pel 
house in Delaware. Its early n_ame, Fo~: Cha~d• their homes for Methodist preaching, 
in honor of the Thomas famJ.ly who open h became an itinerant preacher. 
and for a kinsman, the Rev. -.yilliam Tho:~~ ef ;iography, I, 347; Barr~tt: Outline 
(Ledo um, op. cit., 233,254; Nahonal 0'clop - 36 97. Rightmeyer: Angl,can Church of the History.of St. Paul's Church, Ph,ladelph,a, , ' -
in Delaware, 61-63.) 
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. Friday, l6. My greatest trouble i th I 
IS constantly humble within me on sthis at am not 1!1-~re holy. My sou( 
:Magaw,_ an? presented him Mr. Fletcher•t~~t.. I VJStted the _Rev. Mr. 
~ng to his view the whole plan of Method. e~ s' at the same time ope~ 
mg great kindness. and I spent so t· ism. e treated me with exceed 
Th ' me 1me very agre bl • hi • e people of these parts (the most wealt ea Y m s company 
~ost part, very courteous and friend! S hi ~t excepte~) are, for th~ • • 
himself a body of fait1..-.. , w't y. ure y e Lord will raise up tio 

• • 
1uw I nesses among the s d r 

respectability attend my feeble exercises in bli ~ un ry persons of 
But shall this satisfy, or lift me up? God fo~~id ,cir3°w express satisfaction. 
God would punish me for my folly And h . • t s should be the case 

Hi
br_eahth? is in his nostrils, when com~ared :t:\:e t!pepestebemti. of mfan, Whos: 

g ro a on o the Most 
. Tuesday, 20. We have judgment w th 

killed a great part of the fruit I ea er:-a hard frost, which has 
cies.u • am now reading Newton on the Prophe-

Tuesday, 27. Yesterday and today we held 
Dover. A great concourse of people attended ~h qua!1~rly meeting near 
and many serious persons were present at o 1 e rrufi rustry of the word; 

Wednesday, 28. Our confere ur ove east. 
Thomas White's. -All our reac~C: for the north~rn stationsu began at 
united. We had much pra:er lo rs o~ t:se stations were present, and 
walk by the same rule, and to.~n~eth::ame ~ony; and we_ all agreed to 
to fear that our brethren to th th thing. As we I.tad great reason 
Ii e sou ward were • d rom us, we wrote them a soft, healin e . 1D anger of separating 
we have now about ·seventeen travefu;JStle. On these norther? stations 
next conference to be held in B Ir g preachers. We appomted our 
next. a unore town, the last Tuesday in April 

Monday, May 3, 1779. Yesterda , h d · . 
at _t~e house of Edward White a~d v~ / ~ome melting under the word, 
Philip _Gatch, Edward Drom;oole, a::Y w· "".rote to John ;Dickins, to 
them, if possible, to prevent a . illiam Glendenrung, urging 
south-that is, Virginia and Nor:parati~n among the preachers in the 
that the breach will be healed. if ;~olma. And I entertain great hopes 
now reading Edwards on the' Affino tt'· -e conseq ue?ces may be bad. I am 
C I . . ec ons n Excepti th a vm1sm which runs through thi b k. . . ng e small vein of 

s 00 , it IS a very good treatise and 
u_Thomas Newton 0704-82) was the auth . ' 

W[11cl1 .l_la1•e Been Remarkably F11/filled·a d or o~ 8: Dissertation o11 tlie Prophesies 
. '. This Delaware conference of northe n are at rlus hme /11/fil/i11g in tlie World (1754). 

cr1s1s of a division. over the question ~ P~_chers was held beC3use of the impending 
·preachers, led by Philip Gatch were to b or mances. Within a month the southern 
T~e schism was healed in May, l 780 (~~ away from_ the North over this question. 
Life and Times of Jesse Lee, 18-86· S. . Vi.ou~n'!I entries for May 8-J0, I.780; Lee: 

17 Jonathan Edwards (170J-S8) \~ ~e~. 71 1!'111110 Met/,odlsm, 80-S5.) 
(/742-43). ro e. realise Concerning rlre.Religlous Ajfecrions 
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worthy the serious attention of young professors .. ! have now been about 
thirteen years employed in the work of God as a travelling minister; and 
upon a review, I have cause to be ashamed, but, at the same time, great 
reason to be thankful that I have not yet grown weary, and humbly hope 
I never shall, while able to travel at all. 

Tuesday, 4. I still find it pleasant and profitable to be employed in my 
Master's service both in public and private. My conscience smote me 
severely for lying in bed till six o'clock this morning, no indisposition of 
body being the cause. 0 I why should we lose one hour; when time is so 
short and precious, and so many things to be learned and taught. 

Saturday, 8. Yesterday being a public fast day, we had a large congre
gation, and a solemn time, while I preached on the fast of the Ninevites. 
I found about forty in society at the Draw-Bridge.18 Thus it pleaseth the 
Lord to work, and who shall hinder him? In the most troublesome times 
he can build up the walls of Jerusalem. I thought for some time that it 
would have been much better for the work of God in America, if brother 
Shadford had stayed; but the Lord ruleth over all, and he ruleth for the 
best. Many faithful, zealous men are raised up for the work in the States, 
who only want a little instruction, and they are ready to spend and be spent 
for souls. 

Wednesday, 12. Every day I have had more or less liberty in preaching 
the blessed Gospel. The people daily show great marks of affection and 
esteem. for me. May the Lord keep me humble! Yea, he is pleased to 
humble me by afflictions, temptations, and frequent discoveries of my 
defects and imperfections. 

Friday, 14. John Hagerty preached on: "May we know what this new 
doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is?" He spake long, and much to the 
purpose. I feel some fears lest the people should be offended against the 
truth, by any improprieties, or undue rashness of expression. But how can 
we please such as delight in their sins? It is our duty, whether they will 
hear, or whetlter they will forbear, to declare, that if they die in their sins 
they can expect nothing but hell and damnation. 

Saturday, 15. I received a letter informing me of the del!,th of John 
Laws, 11 a young man whom I visited about a week ago. He had been in 
a declining state about fifteen months, and the Lord was pleased to use me 
as an instrument to open his eyes, and show him the necessity and nature 
of religion. On my last visit I found him ripening fast for heaven, and have 
no doubt but that his spirit 1;1ow rests in the bosom of Jesus . 

u The Drawbridge over the St. Jones River behind Dar.ratt's Chapel, Kent County, 
Delaware. 
• 

1
• John Laws lived near St. Johnstown, Sussex County, Delaware; and his memory 

1s perpetuated i.n the St. Johnstown Methodist CbUICh about one mile east of Green
wood, Sussex County. The society was organized in May, 1779· and the first church 
was erected in 1780. (Lednum, op. cit., 229; Hallinan, op. cit., 277.) 
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"f!'ednesday, 30. I received the minutes f . . . ' , 
. which I learn the preachers there have bo the Vrr~1rua Co.nference,u by • 
from the Episcopal Church that will 1 een effecting a lame separation 
Satan has a desire to have u~ that he ast :out ~ne year. I pity them. 

Friday, July 2 1779 He~d M Im:Y s t us like wheat. • 
"Thy kingdom c~me.". r. Magaw at the Forest chapel,» on• 

Sunday, 4. At half past eight ' I k • 
then went to church and heard Moc oMc ' I preached at the chapel and , 

• • . • r. agaw preach ll ' on wa~ez:mg in religion. The infiam.ma . an exce ent sermon 
throat JS growing worse. tory disorder that had seized my 

_Tuesday, 6. I applied to Dr. Abraham Ri u 
blisters, of great strength. the tw f', 11 . . dgely, who prescribed two , 

Friday, 9. I began to m~nd an~ a O owmg days I was very ill. . 
have been very successful ~nd fi f persulfaded that the doctor's means 
him. , ee myse under great obligations t 

s d. 0 
un ay, 11. Felt myself so much bette • h 

speak to a small serious congregation . I hr m eal~h, t~at I ventured to 
-Wedne~day, 14. Set out for the sea:side o~e not m vam. . • 

Alfrey with me. We rode thir . ' lll a dou~Ie carnage, brother 
after twelve o'clock Preached tty milb es, and came to Shockley's" a little 

al • . • 0 a out one hundred 1 11 . great teration Smee I was here tw I peop e, a ser10us: a 
I am in growing health m . ' e ve months back. So does God .work 
this journey will be atten~e~1;~:~c~{°s~ored; feel a springing hope that 
overcome with a sense of the g do e}smg to_ myself and others. I am 
up. 0 ! What I laboured unde~~ e~s o God, m so suddenly raising me 
find all ~~ afflictions divinely sanc~l reek : How great_ the change! I 
and a DJV10e serenity all da A sw o me,! am kept m great peace, 
some psal~s! and a little of ,kaliburt~~.f~~= :!its upon °:Y soul. I _read 
how goo? Jt JS to strive to do a little for , ' as ~ rode m the _chair. 0 
at my gomg oU:t so soon, but the Lord ?i~d j My friends were fnghtened 
Shockley's on Eph. ii, 8-10. w1 e P me on my way. I spoke at 

Thursday, 15. We rode to the sea •• d 
I read part of the life of Mr De R -s1 e, about for_ty miles from Shockley's. 

• enty. We came m about two o'clock, and 

" This was the conference at Broken-back C 
the name of Asbury, and all but two of th ~urc? on May 18. The Mi1111tes omitted 
TimesofJesseLee 76-84· T" eclI'Cuitsnorthof Virginia {L ·L""· 
dl~n, 97-109.) ' , igert: Co11stit11tiona/ History of American E;isc':;;, k/e,~:~ 

u See note under April 2, 1779. 
Dr. Abraham Ridgely (1756-1811) w . . 

Methodist Society at Dover Dela ; a friend of Asbury and a member of the 
James Anderson of Chesterto~ as ~~e. e was educated as a physician with Dr 
daughter. (A Calendar of Ridgely Fa:lre;;ptor, and he later ,married Dr. Andc:rson'~ 
D~aware; Led_num, op. cit., 220.) 'Y tiers, 1742-1899, in the state archives of 

29 
Sh?Ckley lived at Slaughter Neck. 
This was probably George Haliburton (1616-65) . 

. ' eminent Scottish Covenanter. 
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found a kind reception. We prayed after dinner in the family and private;· 
afternoon went down to the sea to bathe, for my health; at night read a 
d apter, and gave an exhortation. Brother Alfrey and myself prayed; we 
rested well. 

Friday 16. Am kept in peace of soul, yesterday and this day; feel myself 
as in the• presence of God, growing in health of body and soul. 

Saturday, 17. I preached on 1 John i, 8, 9, to about fifty people, simple, 
but teachable. Some poor men in a boat came on shore, who had been 
taken prisoners: were English and Scotch, going to New York. I called 
al their tent, read the third of Romans, lectured to them; they seemed 
kind and humble: I pitied an old man, near seventy, from Devonshire. 
I went to bathe, called on the distressed people, prayed with them. This 
morning I finished reading the book of Psalms, which has been my 
regular reading this week past; likewise the eleventh volume of Wesley's 
Works, and part of the lives of those men of God, Haliburton, 
De Renty, and Walsh17-one of the Church of Scotland, another from 
the Church of Rome, the latter a Methodist preacher; but the work of 
God is one in all. To set aside a few particulars, how harmonious does 
the work of God appear, in men of different nations and Churches I I 
have been in peace, but not so much given up to God. I was humbled and 
stirred up to be more heartily employed: when shall every thought; 
word, and action in me be holiness to the Lord? 

Sunday, 18. Rode to Wood's,28 near Peleg Water's tavern; had about 
three hundred people, and apparently very ignorant in religion, yet 
willing to be taught. I spoke on 1 John i, 3; I found I could not speak plain 
enough to them: afternoon on Isa. lv, 6, 7; they understood me better. 
I went to Law's21 to lodge. I found the Baptists were fishing in troubled 
water, (they always are preaching water to people,) and are striving to 
get into all the houses where we preach; they had taken one simple man 
who was joined to us, into the water. They plead they did not want to 
join, being Church people; but the ministers were good men, and they 
could not deny them their houses. 

Monday, 19. I preached at J. Gray's to many feeling people: a good· 
work is begun; and I fear that division is begun also. But what is to be 
done? Must we instrumentally get people convinced, and let Baptists 
take them from us? No; we will, we must oppose: if the people lose their 
souls, how shall we answer it before God? I met with a woman who 
warmly contended for dipping, as though it had been for life. Another 
began with me about going to their houses ; and said, we must all live in 

" Thomas Walsh (1730-S9) was a native of Limerick, Ireland, and in the judgment 
of John Wesley one of the most learned preachers of early Brilish Methodism. 

11 Members of the Woods family were among the early Methodist converts in Sussex 
County, Delaware. (Lednum, op. cit., 258.) 

"The Law family resided at the present Greenwood. 
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heaven. I said, there will be no rebaptizing th~re. She said;· we tnUst 
imitate our Lord. I said, our Lord rebuked the wind, and walked upon the 
sea. The point is this: the Baptists and Methodists came and preacbea 
together; our simple young men not knowing how they would act; the 
peopJe being unacquainted with them, are for receiving both. 

Tuesday, 20. I went to the water, and believe bathing bas been of ,i 
singu]ar use to me. Preached at S. Evans', on Acts xxvi, 18. Had &reat 
freedom. About a hundred people were present, and I hope there will be 

DELAWARE 

a work here, if controversy does not prevent it. Afternoon, I called to see 
a person in the dropsy, for whom I sent to Dr. White. At three o'clock, 
preached at West's, on Matt. vii, 7: "Seek, and ye shall :find." I had much 
liberty, but the people in genera] were insensible. After preaching, some .. 
poor peopJe came with tears in their eyes, fearing from what I had said, 
I was about leaving the houses where the Baptists would preach, and 
thought we were going to leave them altogether, as the others had set it 
forth. I answered them, while we could get a house to ourselves, and 
society, we would consider them as objects of our attention. Some rain, 
and my preaching twice, brought on a small inflammation in my throat; 
We rode to J. Gibbons's, 1ifteen miles, heavy road, very hot. 

Wednesday, 21. I preached at twelve o'clock to about 1ifty people; 
unfeeling enough. I spoke on GaJ. iii, 22. I spoke a1l the truth. Aftel' 
preaching, we rode to Joseph Moore's,3° twenty miles, great part heavy 
travelling. An ulcer broke in my mouth while I was preaching, but l continued speaking. 

Thursday, 22. I arose with a gracious sense of God upon my heart ; 
cool weather after the rain. I hear good news from the people, of the work 
of God; though they are not competent judges, yet I hope the prospect is 
favourable. Many brought home·to God, and hope more will be. I have, 
in the course of my reading, attained to the end of Solomon's Song. 
Preached at Joseph Moore's; a hundred serious people· attended: a great 
change si:.tlce I preached here nine or ten months ago. Then many in 
blindness,-now forty in society; some seeking, others have found the 
Lord. One of the friends told me he thought he could number fifty praying 
families. Some who have not joined us yet, are stirred up by preaching to 
pray; before, the people were swearers, drunkards, .fighters, horse-racers, 
and such like; but the Lord hath done great things for them. I spoke on Eph. v, 8; had great liberty. 

Friday, 23. Arose, as I commonly do, before .five o'clock in the morning, 
to study the Bible. I find none like it; and .find it of more consequence to 
a preacher to know his Bible well, than all the languages or books in the 
:world-for he is not to preach these, but the word of God. I preached at 

20 

Joseph Moore, with whom Asbury lodged, ~as one of several prominent Methodists 
of that name in the Mt. Pleasant neighborhood. 

E July 24, 1779 

DE1-A WAR bout two hundred people, on ~c~ di Y's " in the woods, to a . g at George Moore s, • • g Bra e , f d In the evemn , 
~!~6 Had considerabl~ ree .

0
:· rious people much affect_ed. 
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P"• • • 6-'.-8. Great liberty' e se . ' about thirteen miles; many 
on Rev. XX.l, 24 I rode to Joseph Turpm s, The Lord hath done great 
.. Sat11Tda!,dge· about two hund~ed, atten:ed. o-numbers are inquiring 

pe_ople, ~ {~ I was here about rune mthino_nt sf~; us. Not unto us, but unto 
things sin L d hath done great gs .., God· the or 

- a.!'ter all' the glory given. .. . 7 with uncommon free?om~ to 
bilD ~ 25 I spoke on Matt. XXlllh 

3Turp,. 's. we had a meltmg time 
Sun ay, h.undred people, at Josep thm • Rode through the rain b ut three • • 'ghtily to save em. hn 

a o Th Lord is stnvmg nu to hear· spoke on Jo xv, 
hete. yfierd's had a hundred people or mor~he seeking souls. Rode to ta Tw o , t comfort and encourage 9 20 Strove o • ht . · · 
I , th • Thomas White's that rug • di ..:-g brethren in Vrrguua, b
ro er • ·•:-g to our ssenUJJ . . . d 

_, 26 Spent lll wn...,. . though not without mwar • Monuay, •• th u I am kept m peace, . • • to reclaun em. 

hoping d ar I much employed, 
and, ou!war 2t I have peace: arose before thre~: an~mcarefully to fill up 

:,i:'~~;]ZJ1l: ;:~~!' !7:,~r ~~;~:Ei:!f =~~"!o:'~:'f:;; 
e Ph little are golden sands. I preac hundred people. I spoke on 

thoug • H disty to about one were frj 
d and brother ar '. eakin to a solemn people: some 

en .. 1 2 Had liberty m sp g xh rtation. The 
!';0:~:",;,,ci ai the e!os; :rotb:r

0
;

0;.~:'!i:;:; ~:i .: Mr. Micajab 
flux revails, and hath came som p terkin's, who is sick. . 
Deb~er's; afterward called at Mrs. rs~ am most severely tried a! times, 

Wednesday, 28. PreparJ,d mfil 1~:edo~e. Had a conver~ation w1~ ~~ 
but if for good, the Lor s wf learning and understanding! who lo d 
O'Nea1" this week-a m~ ~ f the Episcopal Church, m Mary anh' 
d trines and men; is a m1ms_ter o . h in course, going through t e 
a °:on-juror. I ended the readmg of Is:~~l 'is humbled before the Lor?· I 
Bible . have trials very ~eavy, b~ m: . 12. had a great time in preaching. 
preached at Edward White's, on ep • 1, , ld Moore Meeting House between 

n Gitting Bradley was a charter memt;er ;r F~~ ~e erection of this church, now Mt. I vare and Sharptown, Mazy an .. 
P ~,, urel, ~~~ury 'circulated a sub~cription 1!8~· te of exceptional ability from 1780 to ,easan • becam n itinerant lllIDIS r 

.. George Moore e a f, Asbury to 
1804. (Lednum, op. cit., ~}e's declared that it would bbe impe"Ii~e!~s ~ceded in the 

11 The conference at Conference ecaus • . Th s 
a~mpany William Watters to the fl~~:Cuned to sign the oath of a.Ue_g,~D u 
peninsula reviva~, ~

nd 
also "::~:h ~~espondence only. (Watters,t op~/~-~ve; but in be could exert his influence H gh NeUl a former rec or 

.. AsbUIY do'ubtless refers to the Rev. u nt '1767--$2. During- h!s. latter years'. 
charge of St. Paul's Church, quee°i, ~~es ~:nc:, under much oppos1tton. (Emory. 
owing- to his Toryism, he retamed ,s mcul 75) 
History of Q11ee11 Anne's County, 169, 174, . . 
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Thursday, 29. Set out for Kent; visited Mrs. Peterkin, going swiftly t . 
her home; and also William Riche-about two months ago he was a° 
oppo~er, proud and self-right~ous, but now brought low, penitent, an: . 
submits to prayer, and Methodist conversation; thus does God bring down .. 
He held, yea, pressed my _hand, unwilling to part. I came to brothe~" • 
Shaw's, before B. D. had done preaching. I spoke a -few words, and after 
-dinner went to see my very dear friend, Mr. Magaw again. , 

Friday, 30. Went to the widow Howard's; spoke freely to about two · 
hundred people, on John iii, 16. 1. The condition that all men must have ·· 
been in if God had not given his Son. 2. His great love. 3. The nature of 
faith. 4. The consequences of not believing. The people were serious · ,J 
went to Lewis Alfrey's. A man followed me that night, ten mil~s 
distressed in soul; I talked to and prayed with him. He went away, with • 
clearer views and some hope, pleading for the blessing. 

Saturday, 31. Rode to Shaw's; the weather was hot. Called on Mr 
Wood, sick and distress_ed in his s~ul. 1:here is an inquiry excited in man; 
people, and an awakemng power 1s gomg forth. I saw today a political 
libel; the Methodists are struck at, but every charge is false. 

Sunday, August I, 1779. Rainy. I rode to church, and heard an ex~ ·· 
cellent sermon on Luke xiv, 22. At three o'clock I preached in the square 
at Dover; many came to hear. I spoke on Ezek. xxxiii, 30, very plain and 
pointed: how .it was taken I know not. I am easy and clear in my own 
mind. 

Monday, 2. Our quarterly meeting began: I was det~ed by rain, but 
came in about one o'clock. Brother Philip Cox preached on Psa. xlvili 
12-14. ' 

Tuesday, 3. In the morning the rain continues; all things look gloomy. -
We appointed to meet at nine, if clear; if not, at twelve o'clock. About 
twelve it cleared away, without such visible tokens as sometimes appeat. 
We 'Went to the arbour; it covers three or four hundred people. It is 
possible we had six or seven hundred people each day; f.rom Sussex, 
Somerset, Queen Annes, Caroline, Kent, Newcastle counties, and Phila
d:lphia. I preached on Psa. cxxvi, 3-6, and was greatly led ~mt; God was 
with us. Mr. --, a clergyman, was with us, very friendly. The rain 
prevented Mr. Magaw's attendance. 

1 

Wednesday, 4. We held our love feast. Many spectators, and a melting . 
time; some power and life appeared to be amongst the people. Upon the • · 
whole we had a blessed time. About twelve o'clock I preached on Col. i, 
27, 28, with some freedom, and hope the people were profited. Brother 
Garrettson35 exhorted long: his speaking is mostly proposing cases of • 

"' It is quite certain that Asbury was describing the style of exhorting of one of the 
Garret.tson br~thers._ Freeb~~ had_left the Peninsula in mid-July, but he did not start_ 
fo! Phdaqelph1a ~tll after. attendwg seveml quarterly meetings." Asbury's commen.t 
might also be applied to Richard Garrettson, who was appointed to New Jersey the 
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. . d answering them, and speaking aoout Chnst, heaven, and 
consc1ence~carries all before it. It is incredible the good he has been 
hell; yet \a1 . doing. the people are generally moved under his preaching. 
~trUmen tnthought expedient to send him to the north. I go to Chop
-It 1.s, howev~, had much of God in this meeting. Though I have had 
tank.,UtlWel pav:n_d unwholesome weather, yet I feel no injury; thank the 
t>ut lit e s ee ' • ' af f ' 1 k , rd l We rode to Thoma~ ~t~ s ter our o c oc • 
LO da 5 Employed m wnting. 

Th1:7s ~• Part of"the day taken up in writing; am not collected as I 
FrtdaY, b. nor as I long to be. The same day heard a sermon from 

ought to e, . , 
, h Cox at Edward White s. . . . 

brot er day 1 Rode to Reynear Williams's; I was deJected m my o"".11 
S.latur a~co~t of some things I felt in body and mind: met a few m 

~ sou, on 
la . all seemed tender. 

c ss , d 8 Preached on Rev. xx, 11-15, to about three hundr~d peo~le. . ;U: u':i;o~on light; I never spoke there with such liberty in my life. 
1 ~ to the Draw-Bridge, preached to about three hundre~ there, but not 
!ftheso much enlargement as in the morning. The Lord 1s at work here 

' bf~ truditb. 9 This morning went to the Bay; afterward went to Caleb 
Fur:~s a:poke on I Pet. iv, 18. Met the class, and found them ~uch_ en
a ed. ;nd many joined. I am weak and feeble, the wea~er 1~ trymg: 

{ g d, give me strength according to my day. I have been tned with wan
a:~i thoughts ; I could only read a few chapters in Je:emiah; v:e have 
little tinle for our own improvement. I read the first epistle to Tunothy. 

i rr. .1 10 Rode to Andrew Purden's.37 It was reported abou. t that 
.1 uesuay, • • • b t th none there would be a horse race, and some oppos1t1on, u ere wa_~ • 

Many came to bear· I spoke long, and with liberty, on Heb. xn, 25. I 
hope not in vain. Rode to William Virdenn's, where I preac~ed so~e 
month's ago; the man was then quite an unfeeling person, but 1s now m 
earnest for his soul's salvation. . 

• Wednesday, 11. Rode to Richard Shaw's. I ~.poke to a sunple ~~ steady 
people on the righteousness of the law and n ghteousness of faith, a su~
)ect with which they appeared to have but little acquaintance, therefore it 
was necessary to inform their judgments: some were affected. I met the 
class: the people are faithful, in general; thank the Lord I 

Thursday, 12. I renewed my covenant with God. 0 that every thought, 
word, and act were love! 

next year. (Ganettson: T.he Experience a11d Travels of Freeborn Garrettson, Minister of 
. the Methodist Episcopal Church in North America.) . , "Cb t nk .. 
. -u Asbury makes several references to Thomas White s home as 0_P a • • 

Elsewhere he means Greensboro, Caroline County, Maryland. (Lednum, op. c,t., 108, 
H3; see Journal entry for July 7, 1796.) 

17 Andrew Purden lived near Canterbury, Kent County, Delaware. 
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Friday, 13. I rode to Wells's· the ' 1]7.!} 
place. I spoke on Rev. xxii 11~1 re_ were many to ~ear for the time an 
the p~ople were affectionat~. I ~ :t~; degree of lib~rty. ~et the class1 
ex~rcise. I am afraid of the foot f p . rom a wandenng mmd, in a hot,'. 
faithful in all his ways £or I o pnde. I hope the Lord will keep , 
Stu · • , • want only to pl G d me 

310 

rgis s, to a small congregation ease o • I preached at • 

Saturday, 14. I rested; have but little • • 
Sunday morning, 15. Read the law d ;:me ~or pnvate exercises. , 

sermon on the mount. preached . t . e v;re by Moses, and our Lord'~ 
the church at Dover- ~d a ?Jne o clock at Boyer's; then wen 
xvii, 30. I was plain' and fJ:~:i~db:t the woods at !hree o'clock on~.~ 
own people do not keep so clos; t Gth; people will, and will not. Our 
work. . 0 0 as they ought; this injures the 

Monday, 16. I went to Hilli d' One is brou~t under deep distr:s ~hand the people attended very well. ~ 
k~pt back his wife. I said at that, tim o some months back persecuted and 
himself; and so it is; thank the Lo i rrha?s he will be glad to come 
cxlv, 18-20. I had liberty and 1 r . or !his· I preached from Ps--1-
wo d c ear views 1n speakin • d • CUJJJ 
. r went to the hearts of the he I g' an believe the 
if brother Cromwell does not arers. rode twenty miles to-day and 
for health while many are . k come I must take the circuit.38 I bless' God 
live and love! then, come ~e :rr~:! m~ M_ay I do the will of God, and 

Tuesday, 17. I spent part of the da ' . will be well. 
and find him a teachable man in bis Y ~ th Mr. Magaw very comfortably 
of the violent proceedings f station. I met brother Alfrey and heard' 
b o some men at Le • , h ' Y persons who ought to kn · b wis s, w o were encouraged 
Pres_byteriaos, Churchmen or ow ett~r; ~ut what are Whigs, Torys, 
Chnst? All of one spirit. '1 re:1~thodists, if th~y _have not the Spirit of 
good. God can and will vindicat ~ntented, believmg this will work for 

Wednesday 18 M . . e s own cause. , · Y spmts were flag d • h • Howard's; but found it was tim g~ wit a tedious ride to widow 
with difficulty, to a large conn;egat~o~· gtv; w~ybtol dejection. I preached 

Thursday, 19. Rode to Scotten's ' on sa1a v, 6, 7. 
crowded audience. through heavy rain, preached to a 

Friday, 20. Went to Forest Cha el • I returned to brother Shaw's pd ' and spoke to a large congregation 
Daniel Ruff. I am grieved at th an_ wrote to brothers Philip Cox and 
should I be grieved ?-the work ei~ruden~ of some people; but why 
my ways, and attend to my own calli e Lord s. May I be faithful in all 

Sunday, 22. I went to a Presbyterian°g. • 
on the epistle to the Church at Laodic:eeting, and _heard a good.sermon, 
pe~~le, who are so full of politics th • truly applicable to the unfeeling 
religion out of doors. It is time for the at they seem to have turned all 

.. Joseph Cromwell had been . watchmen to cry aloud! I went to 
. appolllted to the Chester Circuit in April, 1779. 
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the Draw-Bridge, and preached to aboutthree hundred people. The work 
. · f the Lord goes on, and every denollllD.ation of Christians appear to be 

~(irred up. Well, if Christ is preached we will rejoice. 
·.•.· Monday, 23. I arose with a sense of God upon my heart. Preached on 
Col. i, 9-12, but not with much enlargement; in ~lass, I found the people 
li~ely • thus hath the Lord wrought for us according to his power. 
., . T~ sday, 24, My soul is bumbled. 0, that I may feel Divine love every 
rooroent, that rny spirit IJ1aY be holiness to the Lord l I preached front 
Psah:n vii, 11-13, at Andrew Purdin's, near Satan's synagogue, had many 
to hear; I did not spare them. Afterward I visited a distressed soul under 

deep depression. , . Wednesday, 25. l went to Richard Shaw's, and preached from Luke 
xiii 24-26. Had some opening, arid the people appeared to hear, and 

understand what was said. Thursday, 26. Rode to Wells's, and spoke ~lose, but with little liberty, 
, to a serious, but not very lively people, on Matt. xi, 4-6; brothers Joseph 

Wyatt and Lewis Alfrey both spoke after me. This morning, I ended the 
reading of roy Bible through, in about four months. It is hard work for 
:me to find time for this; but all I read and write, I owe to early rising. If 
I were not to rise always by five, and sometimes at four o'clock, I should 
,have no time only to eat my breakfast1 pray in the family, and get ready 
for DlY journey-as I must travel every day. 

Friday, 27. I rode to Stockley's, and spoke pointedly on Hosea x, 12. I 
met brother Wrenn in Dover, and we travelled together three days. 

Sunday, 29. Preached at Boyer's, on Luke vii, 22, 23. Some awakenings; 
but my spirits were dejected by false reports. 0 , what a shame to grieve 
at those things! What is our honour? Blessed are ye when men shall say 
all manner of evil of you falsely for my sake, saith the Lord. 0 , how ought 
I to be humbled, that such trifles affect me 1 But I speculate too much, and 
reason upon the dark side. I preached at Dover, at three o'clock, from 
Psahn ix, 17. I spoke very plainly, and brother Wrenn spoke better than 

ever I heard him before. Monday, 30. I rode to Hilliard's; there were about forty people, and a 
little inelting among them; the members of society are slack. l rode to 
Le~s A.lfrey's the same afternoon. Brother Wrenn says, I should not .ride 
the circuit, and go where I am most wanted. I think it would be better 
for me, and for the work of God. 

Tuesday, 31. I preached at brother Alfrey's, on Luke xiii, 24-27; and 
had but little liberty; but the _people were melted, and. stirred up. There is 
an evil here: I believe some were improperly taken into society who never 
had any deep conviction; I am afraid of them. Some are fallen into sin, 
others have been on the verge. In the afternoon l preached at Mr. Wilde's, 
on Acts xiii, 26 : "To you is the word of this salvation sent." The poor old 
man is mourning after God, and was comforted a little. I had great sweet-
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Lord's day, I-6. I preached twice, and 10 the interim went to he;u- Mr, .◄ 
Magaw, who preached so excellent a sermon on the sufferings of Christ, . 
that I was amazed to think how such a contrariety of preaching and prac- • 
tice could be found in the same man. But what have I to do to judge' 
another man's servant? To his own Master he standeth or falleth. The ' 
whole of the public service-preaching and the Lord's Supper-lasted 
about six hours. The Friday following was a day of fasting among our 
people, that God might revive his work, avert calamities, and send us rain, 
that our hearts may be filled with food and gladness. My O\Vn soul has 
not been so steadily devoted to God as I wish it to be. How I long to be 
made as a pure seraphic flame! In the afternoon of our fast-day we had a 
great rain with heavy thunder and ligh~g-mercy and judgment united, 
a strong indication of our deserts, and God's goodness. On the Lord's 
day, at Johnstown, about a thousand people attended to hear the funeral 
sermon of John Laws, the young man before mentioned. His experience 
and death have wrought powerfully on. the hearts of many, both in the 
family and neighbourhood, so that even in this unpromising place there 
is a prospect of religion. Thus we see the Lord can work, when, and where, 
and how he pleaseth. I am ashamed of the littleness of my faith. Pardon , 
me, Lord, in this my weakness. I long to be altogether the Lord's-to 
preach and pray, believe and love, as when I first entered on the work of , 
the ministry. 

Tuesday, June 1, 1779. Both yesterday and today my soul was enlarged 
in unfolding the truths of the Gospel In several parts of this peninsula 
the work of the Lord increases, and people are flocking in apace. The work 
is his, and worthy of him. May the instruments he is pleased to work by 
be always humble, and give the glory to whom it is due! We have a sound 

• of war from the southward;20 Lord, think upon us, that we perish not! 
What reason have I to be thankful, that in the midst of war and confusion 
I am kept in peace and safety. 

Thursday, 10.1 feel an increasing desire to be the Lord's, every moment, 
in every thought and desire, and in all I speak and do. 

Lord's day, 13. Many attended the word, and the Lord w:as with me in 
speaking on Acts xvi, 30. In the evening I treated on the great salvation. 

Monday, 14. Notwithstanding I was very unwell, I rode to Solomon 
Levinson's, and preached; had a very unfeeling company to hear me, yet 
felt assisted and blessed in speaking to them. I have lately read Sherlock's 
Sermons:21 he was doubtless a man of great abilities, and it is a pity but 

20 This probably refers to the buminirof Suffolk and the plundering of Portsmouth, 
Virginia, by the expeditions commanded by Matthews and Collier. The total damage 
including the burning of merchant ships in tbe James and Elizabeth rivers was estimated 
at two million doUars. • 

u Thomas Sherlock (1678-17(,(J), English prelate, who published a collection of 
sermons in 1775. His father, William, was once dean of St. Paul's, London. 
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pE,LA d things in his .n elical writer. I find some goo . 
he bad been a more _eva e!eral harmless, but not very interesting. 

'tings, and others, Ul g 'B er's. found myself shut up, but the 
wnnrednesday, 16. Pdreacbedd aatttenOtiJve· n'ext day I had more hearers ~ban 

"' d ten er an • h • • pnvate 
peoplec~~:e:ebrother Shaw's. I have not f:eso1fyu~e:Joys great 
• l expe ' 1 could wish for want o • him. 'tis 
prayer of late as . God a~d I find myself much given up ~o ~ 

eace and sweetness m , much less a desire, contrary to bis ho ess. 
p ry seldom I feel a thought, d that I bad as deep a sense of God, 
~t Monday night it appeare h todfee and feel him. This day I received a 

though J could see, tou~h:, a
1
n • f m H C. a weak, wild mortal, 

as 1 A • an and Soc1.01an etter ro • , • k an who 
wonderfu n . d lf will I rode seven miles to see a sic m ' d 

eUed with pnde an se - • d 1 convinced of sin. I laboure :S more than seventy year~ of :ge m:e:o~ort but bad not a confidence 
and prayed with ~;:~:x:cesse so , 
of his acceptance w1 .• ke t in peace . 

Saturday, 19. My b;a:a~sSh~'s at eight o'clock, to about two huf:d 
Sunday, 20. I preac e t. , melting tenderness went tbroug . t e 

bearers, with great enlargemen ' ~ at Dover and heard a most excellent 
congregation. I th~n ro:e ~h:~gaw. In th; evening I preached on_the 
sennon on hypocnsy, !at (~o called) attended; but, I fear, to little 
Gospel supper. The gr 

rpose. • lace in a meadow, to about one 
Wednesday, 23. Preached at ·tdnew ~ h. 'after preaching, had to ride 

undred _people, who_ w::e r:1thlse;::r fabour, we have to encounterhun-
twelve miles for my dinn • . . s with mosquitoes, unwholesome pro
ger heat, and many restless ruf . for souls. were it for silver, I should 
visions, and bad water: but all d _is t mrigh' teous to forget our labour 

. great sum. out the Lor 1S no \ reqlllfe a • . 'th him 
"- of love, and our rew:d~s ;1 t of the weather too great, for close study; 

"'-.. Thursday, 24. I fin t e ea bilitates all the powers of body and 
it flags the spirits, and _stranldgely t~t in Europe unless for one month in 
mind in a manner that is se om e , 
the year. b . 1 want to be more spiritual in all 

Friday, 25. I am not as 1 lo~g_t~ ; ;e wholly to God from moment to 
my thoughts, words, and wor s, o 
moment. . tle and twice the next day: I fi?d 

Saturday, 26. I preached ill ~ewcas and do not manifest much affection 
these people pay no gre~t _atte~tilohn ~•but little liberty to preach to them, 
for our Gospel and IDllllStry •. a 
and not much satisfaction ~bile ~e. I see what I ought to b~, as a 

Tuesdf!Y, 29. ~~loyed Ul rea ~- cause 1 am not more holy.'0! how 
Christian _and a JlllJl]ster, anfdGm~~mt ebe in everything exemplarily good; 
great a thing to be a man o O ~ . -
in everything to do one tbing..,--lbe will of God. 
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ness in speaking, and liberty of soul; but at times I am under some gloomy 
fears for the cause of God. 

Wednesday, September l, 1779. I went to the widow Howard's, and was 
enlarged on Psalm vii, 11-13. I thought some felt the word; but O! how 
great the work to bring sinners to God ! It is the work of Omnipotence! 
Alas, how his poor dust labours and toils in vain, without him! I returned 
to Alfrey's, and employed my spare moments in taking notes from New- •. 
ton's third volume. 

Thursday, 2. I was closely taken up in writing; but met the society: 
they appeared to be humbled, and resolved to set out anew. I pressed 
them to have prayer meetings, and they appointed one before they parted, 

Friday, 3. I went to Poplar Neck, and preached on Isaiah Iv, 6, 7; then 
rode that night twenty miles to Dover, and was comforted in society " 
meeting. . 

Saturday, 4. I changed my purpose, and instead of going to Williams's, 
went to Thomas White's. Preached at night. 

Sunday, 5. I rode to Williams's and preached at eleven o'clock, on Matt. 
xxi, 44; then rode to the Draw-Bridge, where about three hundred people 
were waiting. I preached on Mal. iv, I, 2; and hope it reached some hearts. 

Monday, 6. Preached at Caleb Furby's, on Rom. vi, 17, 18. I spoke . 
strong words, and argumentative, on the subject of salvation from all, ' 
sin, and answered some objections against the doctrine. I then met the • 
society, and gave a pointed exhortation, to stir them up. I have been ' 
straitened in speaking, and sorely tempted; but the Lord will help me, and 
has blest me to the people. I have had little time for anything but travel
ling: preaching is but half my .work, and ought not to take up all my time. 

Wednesday, 8. I preached at Richard Shaw's, to about two hundred 
attentive people, from Rom. vi, 20-23. I hope the Lord's work goes on, 

Thursday, 9. I was unwell, and was relieved by Joshua Dudley, who took 
the circuit. I have more time now for writing, and am kept humble, to 
think of the respect the people pay to such a poor creature. Lord, what 
am I, that thou hast brought me so far on my way? Though unwell, I 
completed my notes from Newton's third volume on the prophecies: I 
cannot be idle. 

Friday,, 10. I have been employed in writing letters to the preachers. 
Lord, help me to speak and write to thy glory, and the good of the people 
I have the charge of. I began reading Comber on Ordination. 3" Much pomp 
was annexed to the clerical order, though plausible in its way. I believe 
the Episcopal mode of Ordination to be more proper than that of Pres
byters; but I wish there were primitive qualifications in all who handle 
sacred things. 

Sunday, .12. I preached to the people, who came to church, at Mr. 
89 Thomas Comber (1645-99), ·sometime dean of Durham, was the author of Ordina• 

tion of Deacons, Priests, and Bishops. 
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tt's door/o on Gal. il, 19. In the _afternoon, in _t~e woods_, to the 
Bass: eo le I ever saw here, and had liberty; some livmg. emotions ~p
mos P p st thepeople • we revive again! I had a very different feelmg 
eared among • . • D P bat I had the last time I was here. I hope we shall y~t grow m over. 

to~ · J 13 I rode to Choptank, through heavy ram . . r purpose ~or 
,nonuay, • h d 1 • • f a life bot County, Maryland, to-morrow. I a p easmg views ~ 

Tal . d to God and felt determined to set out anew to do the will of the 
t◊:~~e I spent the afternoon in reading Mark's Gospel, making some 
notes, and planning my future business. 

Maryland 
Tuesday, 14. I went to see br?ther Joseph dH:f~e~, und7r ~~ co~nrye
eot who was in jail for preaching, and foun etei:uune o m_ r • 

;e thought it was his duty before God. I coul~ only a?v1se ~ delay till h_e 
as released from imprisonment. Persuaded ~ to g1ve bail at court, if 

w t leased as J thought he would have no trial. All that the oppose~s 
~~n[:d was' to prevent his preaching in the county. ~e thought his 
imprisonment was illegal, ~s he had taken the oath m the Delaware 

st
;1t:ursday, 16. We rode thirty miles yesterday. I am unwell a~~ mu?h 

dejected, and lament the want of more grace. I rode to Reynear Williams s, 
·and met brother Pedicord, who copied some l~tters fo! me; we sett!ed a 

Ian for our next quarterly meeting. I preached on Fnday, at the widow 
~rady's,u and met a perso!1 w_ith whom I 1aboure~ ten months ago to 
convince her of sin. Preaching 1s now at her mother s house, and a .class 
of twenty members. I preached on Rom. iii, 19-21; and brother Ped1cord 
exhorted. 

Delaware 
Saturday, 18. I returned to Choptank. ~lory be to God this mo~tal 

shall put on immortality. Brother Pedicord informs me, th~t the Baptists 
opppse stoutly, an.d !µSO the devil, and a cert,ain Woolf,_ hts _agent, near 
Lewes. Brother Dudley being detained by his father being SICk, brother 
John Cooper is come in his place. 
. ,o Asbury first met Richard Bassett of Dover, Delaware, in 1778 at Judge Thom~s 

White's. Basselt's first wife, Miss Ann Ennalls, was .a mero~~r of an ~ly Methodi~t 
tamily of Dorchester County, Maryland. From the time of his conversion through his 
1enure of such high offices as United States Senator an~ Govem~r- of Delawar~, he 
befriended the Methodist itinerants at eve.ry opportumty. (Nallonal Cyclopedia 01 
American Biography, XI, 530; Lednum, op. cit., 272-78 ; Ware, op. cit., 80, 234; 
Stevens, op. cir., I, 316-19.) - . (Hall 

11 The Widow Brady's home was in Jones Neck about five miles from Dover. -
man, op. cit., 106.) 
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?unday, 19. I went to a people whom • , p 
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vam. Now God is at work amon th I tned near two years ago • 
ou~ peop}e going to church, and Jr em-s~veral ?Xe under awakenin ~ , 
the1; ~reJudices. I had great liberty. :;;a~aw s conn~~ down, has .remo~ 
Whites, on Gal. ii, 17-19 I h ere, on Acts n, 27-29. At Tho 
thought that tended to evil. ~d great breathings, and not a desir:as 

Monda 20 I or 'JI, . read thirteen chapters in R • 
w;at should have been r.ead yesterday but ;v~la;on, w?ich was part of 
a out on~ hundred pages in Comber ~n t . a not _time. _I read also 
ve1:Y well if properly. attended to Read fifty he Co~secrating Bishops; it is 
It IS pl~ to me the devil will l~t us read pages 1!1 Salm?n's Grammar." 
prayer is the sword of the preacher th U:lw?s, if we_ "".ill not pray; but 
hell, and the devil's plague. ' e e o the Christian, the terror of 

n,esday, 21. I read a few cha ter • 
seventy pages in Salmon's Gram!ar ~ m the New Testament, and about 
.Gough: spent the afternoon in visit~g~~e; _lettder to my dear friend Mr. 

Wednesday 22 I am oin • r nen s. 1 

have hard triitls, hlward !id !u~!amto Kent C~unty, and then to Lewes· 
brother Pedicord sick of a fever rd. I spent this day in riding, and I met 

Thursday, 23. I called at the ·widow B 
happy in the Lord She said "I w . . "th eauchamp's, who was sick but 
been a constant church-wo~ . as w1 my Saviour all night." Sli~ has 
fai_t~, an? is happy in God. f ;o~:e~~ br~u~h.! to seek justification by 
Williams s, on my way to Lewes. . ha Misplll!on, to be near Reyneai 

Friday, 24. Rode to Lewe 'was PPY this day. 
~ense of what he has done for ;~ :1: h ashame~ before God, under a 
m everything. I rode thirt Inil , n ow unfaithful and unfruitful I am 
Sydenham Thorne, an Epis~opal :,in~t~r o~ my way called to hear Mr: 
they were not to be converted by th . d • e to_ok care to tell the people 
to know the time and place In sho un er and lightning, like enthusiasts' 
but be was legal to all inte~ts a d rt, I could not tell what he would be at'. 
the _people were met, and bro~r ~oses. I went to Abraham Harris's; 
a discourse on Acts xiii 26 t ey _preached; afterward I delivered 
mind at liberty. ' , o an attentive congregation, and found my 

Saturday; 25 . • Rod~ to M S New-light. r. hankland's near Lewes, the son of~ 

Sumlay, 26. Went to town hed • 
2 Cor. iv, 2, 3. Afternoon ~:r;:;lm ~~ the court house twice-first on 
people appeared to me to be careless vu, 11:-13. I w~s alarming, as the 
preached at nine o'clock from Ma;kB!_!-?e mtercess1on o~the friends, 1 

abou~ forty or.fifty people. m, 34, and followmg verses, to 

Tuesday, 28. I preached to about fifty or • ty I • 
•t Thori:ias Salmon (1679 1767} . h . six . peop e, on Acts xxvi, 18. 

Grammar · • • and the Pres-;,,t Sta':'::,),
1
~/;!;~ of ~/lihew Geographical and Historical 

. · om OJ I e World. • 
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l know not when I was more searching, though but little moving among 
the people. I was told that Mr. W. proclaimed a fast, to let the people 
koOW what the Methodists were, and told them we could not be sent and 
'ordained of God-that we must be sent of the devil. I doubt not but souls 
-will be brought to God here. I rode to Shockley's on Wednesday, and 
preached on Luke xiii, 24-26, to about fifty people; had great life. The 
work of God deepens here, though it is but low with some. I have rode 
about a hundred miles since this day week, and preached six times to not 

more than six hundred people. Thursday, 30. Lord, keep me this day._! rose early, and preached at 
Gibson's to about sixty people, on Luke xii, 32. Some melting appeared 
amongst them. I spent the evening with Mr. Sydenham Thorne, an Epis-

copal minister. Friday, October 1, 1779. I preached at the widow Brady's, to about 
fifty people, on 1 Pet. ii, 25. A great melting.among the hearers. There is 
a good work: here three or four were weeping for pardoning love; they 
were greatly affected. The work declines at William.s's, but revives here. 
The Lord doth provoke them to jealousy for their slothfulness and divi-

sions; but I hope they will revive again. 
Sunday, 3. I preached on 2 Cor. ii, 11, with some vigour; about two 

hundred to hear. After this, I went to church. Mr. Neill preached a good 
sennon on these words, "I am determined not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Christ and him crucified." I rode with haste to the Draw
Bridge, and spoke on 2 Pet. i, 20, 21, to about two hundre.d people. The 

Lord was with us of a truth. 
Monday, 4. I preached at Caleb Furby's, on Heb. iv, 15, 16; afterward 

gave an exhortation to the society; and found great fervour among the 

people. Tuesday, 5. I preached at Andrew Purdin's, on Acts xvii, 11 ; met the 
society; told the people the whole of our intention, and answered all the 
objections to the preachers and rules to the satisfaction of the serious• 
joined three in society, one a young lad, about thirteen, broken-heartel 

Wednesday, 6. I rode to Thomas White's. I met the people at Edward 
White's; they appeared· to be stirred up, when I told them that they were 
some of the first-fruits of the Spirit in these parts, and that God was 
reviving his work a little distance off. 

Thursday, 7. I prayed frequently; read the :first epistle to the Corin-
thians. I am kept watchful, and have some holy breathings after God. I 
received a letter from brother Daniel Ruff: he says the work deepens in 
the Jerseys; it spreads in this (Delaware) State, also in Talbot County, in 

Maryland. 
Friday, 8. Brother Thomas McClure came over. We settled a plan for 

the next half year, in Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and New Jersey. 
Our difficulties are great: we have not a sufficient number· of proper 
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preachers; some who are gifted cannot • , 7.9 y-

of. the oaths; others are under bail and !o mto all the States, on account 
this ~ay as I ought; perhaps not o~e in aunot mo~e far. I have not spent 
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ters m the second of Corinthi . my whole life. I read eleven cha -
f T b . . ans, m course Broth H rtl b • p-
rom al ot Jad, after near three th ; . er a ey emg bailed 

Kent in my absence: he preached o:,o,~Pe s imprisonment, came to take 
down, but not destroyed." • rsecuted, but not forsaken;·cast 

Saturday, 9. I went to the F k d 
Sunday, 10. The people had~~/' an lodg~d at White Brown's. 

o~ 1 Peter i, 8. In the aftemoon I p;:~:~ na~~c:J~;1;,wyf ~r~'s. I preached 
Vt, 17, 18. About two hundred were at both . urp~ s, on Romans 

M?nday, 11. I rose at five o'clock an~l:~:~:i°:emovmgatthelatter •• 
nothing but devotion to God and t ' e to my study. I want ' 
day I-preached at John C ' , o employ each moment for him This 
people, on Acts xvii 11 ~on J: :ear the chapel, to about three h~dred 
had a smart contest ~ith a ;!n ~ not understand much, and felHess I 
~cripture, sense, or reason, yet onf ;8:td:a~f ::;:nty years ~f age, deaf ·to 
like the word, if it does not soften hard I sorely affl.ict_ed; but age, 
a few met me; I prayed and gave' xhens •. returned to White Brown's· 
I call my children_ I find m soul ~n e ortatton. God was with us. Thes~ 
can stand before faith andy ? els the good effects of prayer. 0 1 what prayer. • 

Tuesday, 12. We are about to la I • 
I preached the funeral sermon of o~ea [ ~n ~~ bmld a chapel at Brown's.ta 
of grace on his heart before he died Tf th, it was thought he had a work 
ple. I spoke loud and long on Matt ~re 44were about one hundred peo-
remember it. ' • xxtv, • I hope some felt, and will • 

Wednesday, 13. I preached at Jo e h T • , people, on Luke xiii 23 27 Th s P urpm s, to about one hundred 
the class, and they ;ere ~erious e~e was a move amongst the people. I met 
~eturned at night, and made a ia!td a fever; w~nt over to H. Keagey's; 
mg I set off at nine o'clock, cilled ;; ~e house m the ~ork. Next mom
new place. I met with an old ma ~ \way to appomt _preaching at a 
Methodists' reiech"g the din n w O ad strange notions about the 

.h ~ ....,. or ances and pulli d w om I endeavoured to set righ > ng own the Church ; 
o'clock, and found myself better ~l came ~o Joseph Moore's about one 
and find daily growth there· . er my nde. I am kept, through grace 
ti?n before I leave the rooi~\:i: :U/:solved to spend an hour in devo: 
w~th the weight of my work and th o ~ngf I am more than ever pressed 
without living to God 7 It is a dal{ wor . 0 souls. Ah! what is preaching, 
be like a hammer and fir Y unction we want,. that the word may 
life and fire. e from our mouths, to break hearts, and kindle 

Friday, 15. I spoke on 1 p t • 1-4 t• B . , C . e • i, ' to about thirty people. It was a 
. rown s hapel, named for White Br t • 

society of the present Bethel Church on ti v;;;;_as e~ted_m 1781. It housed the parent e ord Circuit, Sussex County, Delaware. 
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blessing to the people. I ~as _a little unwell; ~id not, could not, e1?pl~y 
· y tune as I wished. I live in hopes God will make xne a .blessing m 
~s journey, after trials and disappointments. I read the epistles to the 
pbilippians and Colossians, in the order of Ieading the Bible through. 

Saturday, I-6. I went to Joshua Moore's,4-4 and met the society. There 
were about thirty people. I exhorted for near an hour, and spoke closely 
to the people, who are apt to jar about professions; they ate too stiff on 

both sides. Sunday, 17. I preached at George Moore's, to about two hundred peo-
ple, on 2 Thess. i, 7-10. I was assisted to be very alarmin~, and hope n~t 
all in vain: in the afternoon I preached at Joshua Moore s, on Rom. v1, 
20-23 · some felt who were not at the morning sermon. 

Jvfo~day, }8. I rose at five o'clock: Lord, help me under all my trials! 
l addressed the throne of grace fervently, but cannot be what I want to 
be at all times, and in everything. Lord, think upon me for goo4,! I was 
gu1ded by my own experience, being much tempted, to speak on Heb. iv., 
14-16, and found it was blessed to the serious part .of my congregation. 
Here were about four hundred people. I found several had been greatly 

' tero.pted, and reaoy to despair, as if there was no sacrifice for sin; but, 
blessed be God, we have a High Priest. My reading was only the first 
epistle to the Thessalonians. Days are short, ~d travelling every day, I 
oo very little. • Tuesday, 19. I prayed often, read the second epistle to the Thessalonians, 

·· first and second epistles to Timothy, by half after nine o'clock in the morn
ing. I am kept in,peace and uprightness of heart, desire, and action. 0, 
that every moment were devoted to God! that I could do more to his 
glory! Irode to Gitting Bradley's, and 1preached to about eighty people: 
was led out, in speaking on l John i, 7, 8, to a quiet, unfeeling people. I 
then drew a subscription for building a chapel here. My mind is in peace; 
praise God ! • • 

Wednesday, 20. I set out for Nanticoke, and found the family unwilling 
to part with me. Mr. Samuel Tingley preached at the church at Broad 
Creek. I had to meet the people at a new place; found about eighty pr a 
hundred, rather wild, who looked with amazing wonder. I was exceedingly 
severe, from Isa. Iv, 6, 7. Was invited to dine with Mrs. A--d, who 
seemed serious; I came to Joseph Turpin's, just at night, and spoke with 
a man under deep concern for his soul, and hope it will tum to good 
account in the end. I had a subscription bill, and plan, drawn for a 
preaching house in the Fork.'5 

« Joshua Moore, a leader in the Broad Creek Society, later moved to Georgia, where 
lo 1805 and 1806 Asbury visited in his home. •• 

• 1 This preaching house was Moore's Chapel, built in 1780, now known a·s Mt. 
Pleasant. Samuel Tingley (1745- 1800) was the rector of St. Peter's Parish in Sussex 
County, Delaware. . • 
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Thursday, 21. I preached at Turpin's . 
pie, ~nd they, too, unfeeling. I lodged ~t o;e~ Cof1i 2?-25; but few peo. 
. Frrday, 2~. ~eached at White Brown's on 1 .:n s. • ; 

liberty, but 1t is a day of small thin W ' b . . ph. U. 19-22. I had some 
laid out an acre of ground for the gs. e o tam:d some subscribers and 
I k purpose of erecting our hin ' 

am ept by much prayer and grace. I had the cur· ·ty preac g house. 
Journey through England " H . 1os1 to read Graham's 
~d noblemen's seats; but ~ot s~ ;1;:a~ larg~ a~count of the churches, 
distance of places. e on e ace of the country, and 

Maryland-Delaware 
Saturday, 23. I preached withs n1 

h
on Heb. xii, 4, to about a hundre~m;e~pl:~g;:t~o~1 ~}0Gmads 1:,ayton's, 
~ . om~-
Sunday, 24. Cloudy and rain This da . 

funeral. There were about thr~ hundrydwas a)pointed for Mrs. Jessop's 
barn._ I spoke with great opening, on ~ebp~p ;rwe had the us~ of the 
showmg to my hearers. first Wh t ·t . • ~ , was much assisted in 

• h • , a 1 1s to die· second Th • d wit the certain consequences of both. third Th , . . e JU gmeot, 
men once to die; and controverted th , ' e_ appo1;Iltment for all 
sin~ drawn from death-that it is not etrgu~ent agamst be1?g saved from 
the1r constitutions being subject t d Pun_isru::nt t? the nghteous; that 
~tation o.r Christ, to suffer as he ~d :c:l' thm :tbs it ne~essary, and in 
with Daniel Polk. ea , Wl out sm. I went home 

Monday, 25. I preached at William Laws' •• . 
There were about a hundred persons. th s, on;uke v1, last three verses. 
John Laws, junior, sick, and perhaps ~ear\:o;nd goes on. I went to see 

Tuesday, 26. Rode to the widow M , • 
seventy people, on Rom. xi, 12. Br th a~on_ s, and preached to ab.out 
Debruler met with me; after more tian e: ro~':::t~~:s :d b:other Mica~ah 
for quarterly meeting, expecting it will be a greal tim ft .;:i ~epanng 
souls are brought in every day. The death . e O e rd s power: 
remarkable: full of the worIA and . d ofMrf ea· D1c~enson was something 

t t b d ..., JU ge o roline County rt. h wen o e well, was taken in an hour aft d . cou , e 
out of this to the unseen world• H er, an soon took ms departure 
Methodists; he knows now the .tru;hw7 t~ften ~rd to speak against the 

Wednesday, 27. I was in close em olo ese ~s ~e controvert. 
and reading the Bible and Testament: yment, brmging up my journal, 

Thursday, 28. I was helping to mak th b 
prayed frequently that God might b e .the ar our to preach under, and 

• . e w1 us; was no.t so spiritual as I 
t& James Graham (1745-94), Travels and Voyages in Scotland. England, and iretand. 
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wished. J read 2 Peter, and so to the end of my Bible. I rose. at three 
, lock and spent an hour in prayer and retirement, and gave myself to 

~din;. I do not find the same life wh~n at study, as when riding and 
reaching every day; thoug~ I become tired of b_oth ~oo ~uch. 

p Friday, 29. I visited the sick, and spent some tune m retirement. 
Saturday, 30. I preached a sacramental sermon from 1 Cor. xi, 2~30; 

was directed to the awful consequence of an unworthy, and the blessmgs 
of a proper, receiving it. 

,Swrday, 31. We all went to church,_ preachers and people, and received 
the sacrament. Messrs. Thorne, Neill, and Magaw were present. Mr. 
Neill preached an affecting passion sermon_; after the Lor~•s supper, Mr. 
Magaw preached an ~xcell:nt s:rmon. At °:1gbt I preached m the barn, on 
':He that saith be ab1deth in him, ought himself also so to walk, even as 
he walked." 

Monday, November I, 1779. Our quarterly meeting began in Edward 
White's barn. The three clergymen attended with great friendship. I 
preached on Isaiah lxvi, 6, 7, and had much liberty: there were about a 
thousand or twelve hundred people, and the greater part were serious; 
brother Richard Garrettson and brother Ruff exhorted. 

Tuesday, 2. I preached again on 1 Thessalonians ii, 13, withmore power 
and application to the people: we held our love feast in the morning; 
preaching at twelve o'clock; brothers Hartley and McClure exhorted. 
There were as many people, or rather more than yesterday; the barn and 
treading-floor filled. We bad a close conversation with the clergy, who 
informed themselves of our rules, and were willing to give us all the 
assistance they could by word and deed. 

Wednesday, 3. We part.ed in much affection and great love. We ap
pointed to meet at Mr. Thorne's, Monday three weeks. The Lord hath 
done great things for us among the people: may he make and keep us 
humble! I am unwell with so much exercise. The weather favoured us 
much; after a little rain, it cleared away a fine, pure, healthy day, only 
cool; all went well; there was great harmony among us, though men of 
different political principles; we suppressed these, and all was love. There 
was an extraordinary deliverance this morning; brother Edward White's 
boy, about six years old, fell into the well; was prevented by his sister 
from falling head foremost, but no more.; young as he was he held the 
bucket: went down as far as the bucket would go, came up, le~ go the 
bucket, took hold of the sides of the well, and saved himself; his father 
went down and brought him up: all these things demand notice and thanks
giving. 

Thursday, 4. I rose early: prayed several times before I left the room, 
and wrote to the stewards in Philadelphia. Most of my time to-day was 
!aken up in writing: I am kept in peace with God: I am watchful. 

I here give a short and extraordinary account of the case of Achsah 
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Borden.
41 

From her childhood she was attentive to reading her Bible; 
and ofttimes had serious thoughts of eternity: one day, reading and medi: 
tating, an uncommon light and comfort flowed into her heart. Her Sou) 
cried out, "Sweet Jesus!" and was convinced Christ was her Saviour; her 
friends observing for a season that she was very serious, feared a melan. 
choly; which to prevent, they gathered their friends and neighbours 
with music and dancing, thinking to rouse her (as they said) from he; 
stupidity, or charm off her religious frenzy. Through various temptation; 
she was prevailed upon to go into company, of course, into sin: she lost 
her comfort, and afterward fell into deep distress: she had heard of the -. 
Methodists, and was anxious to go to them that they might pray for her. 
Those with whom she was, paid no regard to her importunity, but locked 
her up in a room, and ordered all the knives to be taken away. She knew 
their meaning, but says she was under no temptation to destroy or lay 
violent hands upon herself. Soon after this her speech failed her, so that 
she only spoke half sentences, and would be stopped by inability; but by 
grasping anything hard in her hand, she could speak with difficulty and 
deliberation ; but soon lost this power, and a dumb spirit took perfect 
possession of her: she said, then it was impressed on her mind, "The 
effectual and fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." She , 
heard the Methodists were a people that prayed much, and still retained 
her desire to go amongst them, and by signs made it known to her friends. 
And after about one year's silence, her mother was prevailed upon to go 
with her to New Mills, New Jersey, (about thirteen miles distant,) where., 
there was a society and meeting ho.use: they knew no Methodists, nor .., 
could get any one to tell them where to find any, notwithstanding they 
were now in the midst of them. Satan hindered: inquiry was made among 
the Baptists, who knew the Methodists, of whom we might have expected • 
better things. They returned home, and after another year's waiting in 
silence, by signs her mother was persuaded to come to New Mills again : 
they fell in with the Baptists again; but turning from them, with much 
difficulty, and some hours' wandering, they found one to direct them. 
They went where a number were met for prayer; the brethren saw into 
her case, believing it was a dumb spirit, and that God would cast him out. 
Ptayer was made part of three days: the third day at evening she cried 
for mercy, soon_ spoke and praised God, from a sense of comforting, 
pardoning love. During the two years of her silence, she would not work 
at all, nor do the smallest thing. 

Friday, 5. Set apart for fasting and prayer: though tempted at times, I 
shall not be overcome: I had rather die than sin against God. I read about 
one hundred octavo pages, then applied to the Bible for the exercises of 
the remaining part of the day: I began the reading of my Bible through 

•• For accounts of Achsah Borden see Lednum, op. cit., 234, 235; Atkinson: 
Memoridls of Methodism in New Jersey, 130-33. 
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MARYL • • ·ted the sick in the ne1ghbour-
m1in : read a few ~hap~s_in ~1~~f~/:~ht; had various struggles, but 

ao- b t ate nothing t six o ll times. glory be to Jesus! 
hood, ; of God is sufficient for ~e a~ed at Jo.seph Purden's, who was 
the gra ., 6 I set out for Boyer s, c hi but through fear and Saturuay, • go by my preac ng, 
convinced abo?t two ra.r: :ack: he said my preaching always came home of resolution was ep 

wan~ • now be has found peace., Luke vi and last verse; then rode 
to bimd. 7 I preached at Boyer s, on ' "Follow peace with all 

.Sun ay~d heard a most excellent sermon, on uch to the purpose. I 

~e~':;d holiness.'.' Thhie se~lo9~2~a~:ry1os;io::.da:d endeavoured to tear 
,.~ ' d 1 Connt ans 1, • . d Mr Magaw's. 
preache on d false dependencies. I lodge at . I h d 
away their props an Hill' rd's where with much comfort, preac e 

Monday, 8. I rode to d ~:d the most liberty I ever felt here before. I 
to about forty peopl~ an • n of Faith; some good, and othe~ very strong 

• read a part of the Co ess10 f Robert Turner's worth noti~: he ca~e 
things in it. I thought th~ case_ osula and was useful in preaching. Lewis 
from the Jerseys_ into this h~em~ho had been an extravagant sinner, an_d 
Alfrey was convinced by im, h The said Turner went home to his 
afterward became ~ usef~ preac :tended to travel after a . fe""'. weeks; 
family to settle his affairs, and d him to go into the circuit before 
brothe~ Ruff, from a f e: c~~• .~~~;;ose you had but a fortnight to live, the time he intended; u sai , . d he would By the time Ruff came ?" Turner answere. · 
would you not go • er died with the small-pox! . 
-round, about a fortnight, !□t~ read.it) a part of the Confession of Faith 

Tuesday,?· I spent my ~e-~n a few ~ections; I read two c~apters, ~ d 
and Catechism, and µ-anscnb1 g La di ans. I was assisted 10 speaking, 
preached on the Epistle to 

th
~ 

0 f Though very severely tried at 
and inwardly mourn~d. ove~ e ~? ~d sweet consolation. I find the 
times I have great feelings in pray 1' . ted. I preached at Alf refs to • • ul d I am great y ass1s , k 
Lord revives my so ' an b tl led out every time I have spo en bout thirty people. I have een grea y 
a tli 
on this visit. • f the Divine presence, in wres ng 

Wednesday, 10. I rose with a se~~ o t some darts from Satan : I read 
prayer . I find peace, ,though not Wt ou_ d Howard's and preached on 
three chapters in the Bible; :ode ~o th~;1 b~~I fear to little purpose; rode 
Isaiah liii, 1. I spoke as plam as cou ' these eo le than formerly. 
to friend Heathers's,

49 
andfoundbmo;~ lo; ;~ople .:i Ifuliard's, thirty at 

Thursday, 11. I preached to a ou or N J :.sey introduced Methodism 
u Robert Tomer, probably a local preacher from . e11I8 or '1779. (Lednum, op. cit., in the northeastern part of Kent County, Delaware, in 

221 222· Hallman, op. cit., 234.) Delaware and Sudlersville, Queen 
.. •The' Heather family lived betw~ ~verj Th. was' the second chapel erected 

Annes County, Maryland, near Holden s ~ • .1Jiisrory of Queen Anne's_County, 
by the Methodists in Qu~n Annes County. _o~22 326.) 
568,571 ; Lednum, op. ctt., 258; Hallman, op. cu., ' 
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Alfrey:s, and forty at Howard's; I had liberty in speaking on the faithful • 
and wrse servant, at the Forest chapel. • . . 
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Friday, 12. I sp~ke on Galatians vi, 16-18, and was pointed, but th; ) 
was ~o. grea_t movmg among the people: I dwelt upon the life and pow: 
of rehgron: if they understood me, I fear they did not feel the word I k ,, 
this day in fasting, till near four o'clock, then took a cup of milk ~t .. 
bread: I have read the Confession of Faith and the Assembly's Catechis8:_~ 
they are calculated to convert the judgment and make the people • · 
matical Christians. ' . syste-

Satu~day, ~3. I went to Wells's, and had aboutforty hearers. I spoke on • 
Zechariah, e1gb.th chapter and last verse: "We will go with you. for 
hav: heard tha~ God is with you." Brother Garrettson preached at Sha;: 
~t _rught. I received a letter from Mr. Jarratt, who is greatly alarmed b 
it_ 1s to? late :60 he shoulq have _begun his opposition before. Our ze~o:! 
d~senting :t,rethr~n.are f?r turning all out of the society who will not sub-, 
rmt to th err adID.101stration. I :find the spirit of separation grows· am 
them, and fear that ~twill generate malevolence, and evil speaking: ;}!; 
all my labour, to urute the Protestant Episcopal ministry to us they sa 
"We d 't t d • ' Y, ,,on wan your unconverte ministers; the people will not receive 
th_em. I expe~t to turn out shortly among them, and fear a separation. 
will .be unavo1dab~e: ! am determined, if we cannot save all, to save a 
part, but for the div1S1ons of Reuben there will be great heart searchings, 

Sunday, 14. I pre_ached at the chapel,6~ to about four hundred seriou~ 
peop~e, from John 1v, 48: I spoke for near two hours· perhaps it is the 
last ~e. I preached at Shaw's in the afternoon, on N~bers x, 29, and 
followmg vers:s, to about three hundred people, and bad much sweetness: 
s:urely ther_e will be a work here. I have been pressed to ko to Virginia: 
~e and circumstances must shortly determine whether I go to the north 
or south. 

Mon_cfaY, 15. I rode ~welve miles? to St~phen Black's, and preached on 
John xu, ~8, to about sixty people. I had some opening, and met the class. 
I am kept m peac_e, though _under reasoning about what is right and wrong; 
but I am determmed to be on the sure side. 

7::esday,_ 16. Rode to C~llah~'s,51 ~d had about :fifty people: spoke 
on The kingd?m of God 1s not m word but in power." I then returned 
to Thomas White's. 

• •o De~ereaux_ Jarratt ha? reason t~ anticipate the policy of American Methodists 
concerruo~ ordmances as hitherto officially declared at their conferences. From A:sbury's 
comment it appears that Jarratt was expressing alarm over the threatened cleavage 
(Sweet: Men of Zeal, 42; Jarratt, op. cit.) . • ' • 

61 
This was T~omas Chapel, originally called Forest Chapel and later White's Chapel. 

(Lednum, op. ell., 234.) 
•t Edward Callahan's home was bet\_Veen Rising Sun and Ma~olia, Kent' County, 

Dela~are. Henry Boehm conducted his funeral service in SeDfember. 1806. (Doerun· 
op. ell., 155.) • 
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• W. dnesday 17. I rode to Stradley's: had about sixty people to hear: 
1> the soci·ety' of about twenty-two members; all serious, and under good 
met e • h • "d f Ji • •. • ions. I was surprised to :find them so clear m t err 1 eas o re gron, 
.llllr:~s blest among them: returned to Thomas White's, met the peoJ?le, 
an waan searching exhortation. I am troubled about our separatmg 
gave a . , k f G • d • b thren in Virginia: I have read through the Boo o enes1s; an agam 
~e ead the Confession of Faith, the Assembly's Catechism, Directory 

f ~h:rch Government, and Form for the Public Worship: now I under
~tand it better than I like it. I purposed to.rise ~t ~our o'clock, as ?ften as 
r can, and spend two hours in prayer an~ meditati?n; two ho~rs m read
. · and one in recreating and conversation; and m the everung, to take 
=~• room at eight, pray and meditate an hour, ~nd go to b:d at nine 
o'clock: all this· I purpose to do, when not travelling; but to nse at four 
o'clock every morning. • • 
• Thursday, 18. Spe·nt the · day in .reading . and prayer, but was sorely 
tempted; wrote letters to William Lynch, William V{atters, and the vener
able Otterbein. 
.. Friday, 19. I kept a day of fasting and humiliation. . 

Saturday; 20. Ended the rel:ding of Salmon's Grammar, more than six 
hundred pages. • 

Sunday, 21. Preached on J9hn v, 44, _to the end of the chapter, ~d was 
clear ~d pointed: the people ~e stir~ed up, ~ut there are ?i5orders 
-among them, occasioned by their unfaithfulness. Met the society, and 
afterward the Africans. • 
·· Monday, 22. Rose between four and five, spent an hour in prayer and 
meditation, read a few chapters · in the Bible before it was day-light: I 
want to be all devoted to God; every moment given up to Christ. Rode to 
Maxfield's and preached to about three hundred people; spoke on "Lord, 
are there few that lie saved?" First, showed, What we are to be saved 
from. 2. Hqw we.are saved. 3. Why there are few. No open sinner can be 
in a.state of salvation; no formalist, violent sectarian, having only opinions 
and modes of religion; no hypocrites or backsliders ; no, nor those who 
are only seekers. I ca,me back, was much tried, prayed to the Lord for 
peace, and opened my Bible on these words: "So the service was prepared, 
and the priests stood in their places, and the Levites in their courses, 
according to the king's commandment." 

Tuesday, 23. Rode to Robert Layton's, and preached to about thirty 
·people, from 'fThrough-much tribulatio~ we must enter into the kingdom 
of God." Spoke as my own experience led me; then returned to Edward 
White~s, and lectured on Moses meeting his father-in-law. (Exodus xviii.) 
There were not many people, but they were happy. • 

Wednesday, 24. Rode to the widow Jump's, and preached to about 
thirty souls, on "Why sayest thou, 0 Jacob, and speakest thou, 0 Israel," 
&c. There is a declension here; but I follow my own feelings. A great 
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sweetness has attended me this day, although I drank of the wormwood 
and the gall in the morning. When I get out into the work, I am always 
happy. 

Thursday, 25. Rose at four o'clock, and had a sweet time in meditatio11. 
and prayer, from four to six; purpose to spend two hours in the morning 
and one at night, in these blessed exercises. Began this morning to read 
books on the practice of physic: I want to help the bodies and souls of 
men. 

Friday, 26. Preache<J at William Laws's to abour a hundred people· 
spoke on Numbers x, 29. While meeting the class, some appeared greatly 
affected: this evening I read in the Bible, and some books on physic: also 
exhorted; for the people press upon us to hear the word. 

Saturday, 27. Was kept in a calm after the devil had been tearing my 
soul like a lion; but he hath left me for a season. I looked into Ruther
ford's Letters,63 and they were blest to me: also looked into Dodd.ridge's 
Rise and Progress of Religion, and that was also ~lessed to me. My soul 
is waiting on the Lord for full Chris,tian perfection. I poured out my soul • 
to the Lord for this, and for my brethren in all parts of the world, that the 
power of religion may continue with us, as a people. I tremble to think of 
the cloud of the Divine presence departing from us; if this should be, I 
hope not to live to. see it; and with Mr. Wesley, desire that God may 
rather.scatter the people to the ends of the earth; I had rather they should 
not be, than to be a dead society :-Amen, says poor Wi)liam Spencer; 

Sunday, 28. Preached at the widow Brady's before church, on Hebrews 
x, 12, and following verses; had some. liberty in speaking: afterward went 
to church, received the sacrament, and returned to Brady's, and heard 
Joseph Cromwell, an original indeed-no man's copy. Spent a day with 
Mr .. Thorne. 

Tuesday, 30: I intended to go to Choptank, but Mr. Magaw was com
ing down to preach a funeral sermon, and desired me to stay. We spent 
an evening at the widow Brady's together, and had some talk about 
erecting a Kingswood school in America. 

Wednesday, December l , 1779. Rode twelve miles to Cardeen's,64 and 
preached to about one hundred serious people, and I hope there will be 
good done: met Mr .. Airey/ 5 from Dorchester county, who was convinced 

~ 

53 Samuel Rutherford (1600-61), was a Scottish Presbyterian theologian and contro• 
versialist. His letters were published in 1664; • Asbury sent this volume to Freeborn ' 
Garrettson while be was a prisoner in the Cambridge, Maryland, jail. (Garrettson; 
op. cit.; 153.) 

04 Toe Cardc.:en home was south of Canterbury, Kent County, Delaware, an appoint· 
roent later known as Laws' Meeting House. (Lednurn, op. cit., 257; Hallqian, op. 
cit., 108, 237.) • 

61 Henry Arrey, in whose home southeast of Cambridge, MarylanQ; the first meeting 
in Dorchester County was held, was converted under the influence of a relative, Mary 
Ennals. Her sister was the first wife of Richard Bassett. In response to Airey's request 
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JJARY p kins Mr Airey solicits preaching 
by reading the 'i°:V!\~{e~dco~tb/~ome· mea.ns, it bas brought on an 
. that county_. a t . 
W}aIJ1Jllation Ill my ~e~t ~ very heavy rain, that prevented my gomg to 

• Thursday, 2. Th~re aa . 
J bnJly-cake Landing, And w Purden's to a large congregation: 
o Sunday, 26. Preached at "~s name shall be called Jesus." Aft_er-

spoke with great low~:~:ple's, on John ii, 8; there was some moving 
~ard preached at ona . 

8Jll:O!!;, ~;~~f ~it~d the sick, Cr~~i::e~u~ ::~:gs~~d~!Jc':,t:=:y 
. way fast with a consump , • 

weannga . 
preach.illg CbriSt. . day. went to Lewis's, but none came. I 

Tuesday, 28. A tfrm~h~~~raye~, after the example of my Lo~d; for 
tnost spend .the w o e ~ erha s for my good, as I have many things t? 
temptation IS to try roe' l . p w married n and begins to care for. his 
lift roe up. Brother H~ ey ::co to-day in ;eading or writing. The~e is a 
wife. I have spent bu} litt. n in this State, if the preachers are faithful; 
prospect of a work o re gt: self· et sure I am that I want to be the 
but I fear none mor~dt=th!r is b!c,k~ at last. People suffer much more 
Lord's. The h11rd, co . by heat here than in England. I find the 
in winter by cold, ~nd 10 summer ~ friend and makes him very 
care of a wife begi.hns tgho ~~~1:;:,:; ~~rri;d great' sail; but he will have 
teachable: I have t ou 
ballast now. at D Dehadway's, to about two hundred 

Wednesday, 29. ~r~ac~edfrom 2• Cor. vi, 17, 18. I was led out greatly. 
people, and s~oke livmg Y en's from 1 Cor. xv, 58, and bad much 
Preached at rught at J~L~eph Purd a ta~ern is broken up here; for most of 
liberty. One of the dev1 s camps, ' . • 
their neighbours ba~e fts~e~l~~~~-and preached on Luke iv, 17, 18. I 

Thursday, 30. Ro e O a ' h 1 ex ected. I came to Thomas 
had life, and there were more people t an Jill. be appears to decline 
White's, and went to see James Patterson, ve ' 

swif~Y· ent to Cardeen's; a dreadful road, eight miles ~~rough 
Friday, 31. I w Id I ke with great warmth on 1 John 111, 4, 5. 

the woods, and very co • spo lib ty 
Always, when roost tried I have the greatest er • 

. . b sent Freeborn Garrettson on Pebruat,Y 
for Methodist preachmg in Dorchester, As ~ry . b d $100 000 bond for Garrettson s 
10, 1780. Henry Airey ~d c:i~(BRod;e~P ur;::5 fos-13-'Le<ln\llll, op. cit., 261.) 
release from the Cambndge JaJ : an • • ., Delaw~e. 

w This was the ptesent Fredenca, Kent C~uttetbodist families in Talbot County; 
" After his marriage into _one ~f the ear es Ea ton Maryland. (Lednum, op. cit., 

Joseph Hartley resided in Miles River Neck near s , 
232, 233, 262.) 



CHAPTER NINE 

Delaware 
Saturday, January l, 1780. I preached at Edward White's on Luke iii, 

6--9 with great liberty; not in much order, but useful to the people. Went 
to ~ee James Peter kins; he is continually praying now death is before 
him. Lord, bear and answer his prayer.I Now commences the new year; 
these two years past have been trying years to me, and I doubt not but 
this will be so likewise; only, my God keep me through the water and 
fire, and let me rather die than live to sin against thee! 

Sunday, 2. Rode to Cardeen's, eight miles through the swamp, by ten 
o'clock, and preached at eleven to about two hundred people, from, "To
day, if ye will hear bis voice, harden not your hearts." I had the presence 
of God, and spoke more than an hour. I believe good was done. We came 
back safe through the suow and ice: preached at brother Edward White's 
a little after two o'clock, on Deut. xxix, 10-13, upon renewing their 
covenant: addressed the family at night. It was a dreary night of rain, 
wind, snow, and frost. I have been much tried and much blest. "It is 
through much tribulation we must enter the kingdom." 

Monday, 3. Exceeding cold weather: thank the Lord for a house and 
home, and all necessary things. 

Tuesday, 4. Read a chapter in the Bible, read the Good Steward, a 
Sermon upon the Reformation of Manners, and Mr. Wesley's Sermon on 
Mr. Whitefield's death:1 was closely employed: prayed three times in the 

1 For an account of the preparation and delivery of this sermon in Tottenham Court 
Road Chapel, London, and its repetition in the tabernacle at Greenwich, see Wesley's 
Journal, November 10, 23, 1770. 
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family, and attended private prayer my usual times. I long to be holy aJ;td 
to make the bes_t use of a short life. Ho:v mu~h skill is required to ~ a 
doctor! What diseases the hum~ body 1s subJect to! What regimen and 
care are necessary! How many diseases hath the soul! What skill ought a 
preacher to have to know the causes and cures !-it will require all ~ 
time and study: the consequences of miscarriages are greater in the soil] 
than the body. · ~ 

Wednesday,_5. Prayed and read closely till three o'clock in Mr. Wesley's 
fourth volume of Methodized Works.z I have my trials, and believe it is 
because I am not so extensively in the work as I hope to be shortly. 

Thursday, 6. I did not travel; but read my Testament, and some of 
Young's poetry/ which is very sublime: was much taken up in prayer;] 
want to be employed in travelling and preaching, if the weather wouTd 
permit. Europeans cannot judge of the inclemency of our climate but by 
experience. I have hard struggles; but, glory be to God, his grace .fa 
sufficient. · 

Friday, 7. The ice on the ground, and the coldness of the weather , 
prevents my travelling. This was a day of fasting: I ate nothing till afte; 
three o'clock, and then only a bowl of milk; amidst all my exerdses, I feei 
as though I advanced in the Divine life; am thankful that I am so well 
provided for, when, no doubt, thousands are suffering the want of food 
firing, house room, and clothing. 0 ! may I act worthy of tl1ese fa vours-J 
At four o'clock began reading Mr. Fletcher's Checks.' 

Saturday, 8. I spent in reading and prayer. 
Sunday, 9. Preached on 2 Cor, xi.ii, 5: "Examine yourselves whether ye : 

be in the faith;" and was as pointed as I could be. Lord, make it a bless.mg-to souls! 

Monday, 10. Spent part of the day in examining the list of Mr. Wesley's 
books; employed some time in prayer, but not so much as I had appointed, · 

Tuesday, 11. I read the Checks; went to view a spot ofland for building 
a preaching house• upon, formed a subscription paper, and obtained 
subscribers for about £80. 

Wednesday, 12. Was principally employed in assorting the books iot saie. 

• This was probably Wesley's Christian Library, Volumes II-XII were published .b,l 1751. 
3 

This was probably The Complaint, or Nigl,t Thougl,ts on Life, Death, and Im• 
mortality, 1742, by Edward Young (1683-1765). He was an English poet, playwright, and clergyman. 

• John Fletcher (l.729-85) was a aative of Switzerllllld. Although a clergyman of tbe 
Church of England, Fletcher became one of the most ardent and helpful associates of 
Mr. Wesley, who once designated him as hJs successor. Fletcher's C!tecks 011 Anti• 
110mia11ism is a work distinguished for scholarship and doctrinal disagreement Without bittemess. · 

6 
This house was familiarly called the White .Brown Chapel, near the present Seaford; Sussex County, Delaware. 
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• Finished reading the First Check: the style an~ _spmt m 
.Thursday, 13. h ·tes at once bespeak the scholar, the logician, and 
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~bich Mr. Fletc er wn , . 

divin~- A day of fasting, prayer, writing,_ an~ visiting the so:iety: 
Friday, •

14
• b t did not spend so much tlme m prayer as I Wtsbed was kept m peace, u 

to do. 1 am going into Sussex: my min<l; is serene, raised to God 
• ' Saturday, 15. d Ion ing for the salvation of souls as much as ever. I 
and heaven, an .e ~e roads are spread with sheets of ice; but my horse, rode to Johnstown. . 

rough shod, ;e;e~Je.my selections, and part of the Revelation, and 
S1111day, I • d Law's to about a hundred and fifty people, an 

orea.ched a~ Alexan er f: iohn iv 48. There were some opposers to-t - ntattve sermon, rom • . 
argume family and spoke to the Africans. 
day. I met the S ok; from 1 Timothy i, 15, with great e!'11argement, t? 

Monday,b 17.dr pd and fifty people; and Tuesday at Sharps, on 1 John J, 

about o:~ ~~cheligbt and liberty whil~ speaking. I lodged at Mr. Rawl-
s, 9. 

1 
b did ersable Presbytenan elder. 

ston's, a can ' conv h d Mark Vlll... 34-36 at William Law's, to d d y 19 Preac e on , ' 
•• We nes : 'dr~d and fifty people· met the society. I was led out upon 
aboutbo?-et ':a believe many felt it. The Presbyterians appeared to be the su ~ec, . . . 

• • truth. will bear a stnct scrutmy. . 
ve~ att.~ntiv;O Preached at Spencer Hitchen's to abou~ thl:ty people, ond 
• Tnurs ay, • hin and the weather very p1ercmg: afterwar Titus i, 15, 16. I ~as se~c g, 

went to Mr. Dame! Pol~t Brown's This week past I have been in 
Friday, 21.b!tt:v~o read : little eve~ day, an~ finished the book of 

J m uchh haostefor more holiness of heart I I cannot nse so early as I ~?tuldl, 
os ua. ' d • ht I long to be more spm ua . 

~t :n:og~:Jr~!e~~:~t:~;0f::: ~se;~ Cr~mwell's~a~urs ~e t~l~~~ 
the Fork,1 to the stirring :UP _and awakerungfof Jiever ~d y~~\e :noved to 
Ma I re. oice more heartily m the success o o . ers, . I 

em~atio!, to live holier, to labourd mdore, af d si~:~: ~~::::!;!~~:t 
Sunday, 23. About three hun re pe?p e " t call his name 

notice to whom I preached on Matt. i, 21: Thou s~al 
Jesus .:, was very plain but not methodical: met the society; the strangers 
who ;tayed, fled when '1 had neatly done, f?r fear ~ sh?ul~ spea~!~t~~ 
In the afternoon I had a long conference with a N1colite, who d I 
find out who were right- they or we; a man of no great argument, an 
fear but little religion: this makes these people so troublesome to us. 

• Johnstown is one mile east of Greenwood, Delaware.dred S ex County in which 
• The Fork was a short term for North West Fork Hun , uss • 

White Brown and other Methodist families lived. . 
80 •Fora description of this sect see Journal entry for February 20, 17 · 
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Monday, 24. Preached a funeral ' ·7, 
three hundred people from G sermon for Solomon Turpin, to 
including tbe funeral ' service aen. J, 24. W'.16 m~ch assisted, and s nea, 
people stayed with. great ""atie nndceexbdortatJ~ns lll all, three hour/~~! 
Y ¥ U ~~Wm~ · -~ 

OUng men. The work revives, and truth will s read, except a few Wild 
Tuesday, 25. Preached to about thi p • 

Psalm xxvii, 10,-the "orphan's hope ~ le~plo at Joseph Turpin's. o 
the few present old and young w • . a not great enlargement, b II 
t • d ' • ere in some degr Bi ut 
ne me, but cannot prevail. I read but littl . th ee a ect~d. Satan baa 

can~ot keep from the fire; the rooms are cold e~nd ~~e~thherd1s so severe J 
are ID the way. I kept my times for . ms e , and famili, 
as I desire. prayer' but not so long or so feelinea 

Wednesday, 26. Preached a funeral for one . 8 
day, I had about one hundred people. spoke fr Siz;; though it was a cold 
bemg uncomfortable and the eo 1· om saJm xc, 12. The hoUsc 
wished for, but hope there was iom~ e c~~ I had not the satisfaction I 
burial service, and made some observ!~i~ns one; c_old as it was, I read the 
our minds. I returned to John Flowers's upon it th_at o~ght to imprest 
and prayer, and then came to R Tu .' ~pe;t some time m conversation 
left by their father in possession· of rp10 s. here are three serious girls 
b~t if they are faithful, God will stan~ g;o~pl~tation: lh:ey are young: 
piety, and a stay to all the rest. I could noi bu;md ~ebecca is a pattem of 
Lord, help me to improve I What is man l I a vise them to keep house. 
must travel; I always find a blessin . . . am muc~ !roubled at times. I 
best convenience, and some gifts; !~ r God has given .me health, the 
that others cannot so well do Lo d d have some particular business 
. Thu:sday, 27. The weather ~as:; p~~l~n my past s!othfulness l 

high, it was hardly safe to travel. as ihad ' and ~e wind so exceedingly 
day, and read my Bible in cours~ thr h ~o appointment I stopt for one 
gill's Journal;• instructed Thoma; G ougtt u~fes;_ rea~ a part of Fother-

Friday 28 A fine d fi arre son a httle m English 
' • ay or travelling· t d • 

hardly possible to travel without ettin • yes, er. ay was so cold, it was 
after fi~e o'clock, prayed four tim!s b !, one s limbs frozen. I rose soon 
the family. I then set out for Isaac e o~e I left my room, and twice in 
some difficulty in the way from th !"f oore s below Broad Creek, met with 
ex_ercised with thoughts, and had e~:d ~ut ~e there sa~e._ Was variously 
miles I took a little food this be' d ghtings. After ndmg twenty-five 

Satur~ay, 29. Rose at five 0 ,~~~: 
8:/f abSline.nce a?d pr_ayer with me. 

the family, and transcribed into m ' : llye~ five lu_nes m private, once in 
from Baxter's Works Read a fi ~ o ec~on a piece for the preachers, 

• ew c apters m the Old and one in tbe New 
. ~ John Fothergill (1712-80) member ofa 

hs~ physician, author, and philanthropist Quaker family, became an eminent Ena-
Thomas <nirrettson, the uncle of F;eeb 

ducted by the latter at the Fork Chapel (G orn Garretts~n, attended a service con-
• arrcttson, op. cit., 173, 114.) 
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taJJlent. My soul is more at rest from the tempter when I am busily 
Tes I ed. Very cold weather yet; we are under great disadvantages in 
eJDP 0funilies people want much to talk; no glass in the windows; some 
~ not a r~om to sit in with any solitude. Went to visit a young woman, 

her end in a dropsy: she was in some doubt about her acceptance 
0 :8'°th God though a professor. I ca.me in to her comfort-surely it is a 
WI ! di I serious thing to e • s

1111
day, 30. Preached on John, Second Epistle, 8th verse: had many to 

hear and I spoke with zeal. 
Monday 31. Rose at five o'clock, and prayed six times, and hope God 

will be with and bless us, and make it a time of power; but O ! I pass 
through the fire day after day. Lord let me rather die than live to dis
honour thee I I preached on Psalm cxiii, I; had many to hear, but not 
great liberty in speaking. Joseph Cromwell came in and gave an exhorta
tion: the people were very serious. In the evening we divided the circuit, 11 

and settled the preachers' stations-John Cooper for Sussex and Somer
set. Hartley and Stephen Black for Kent and part of Sussex. 

Tuesday, February I, 1780. At nine o'clock we had a love feast- a time 
of great tenderness; after some time brother Cromwell spoke, his words 
went through me, as they have every time I have heax:d him- he is the 
only man I Jiave heard in America with whose speaking I am never tired ; 
r always admire his unaffected simplicity; he is a prodigy-a man that 
cannot write or read well, yet, according to what I have heard, he is much 
like the English John Brown, or the Irish John Smith, or Beveridge's 
Shepherd's Boy: I fear he will not stand or live long. u The power of God 
attends him more or less in every place, he hardly ever opens his mouth in 
vain; some are generally cut to the heart, yet he himself is in the fire of 
temptation daily. Lord, keep him every moment. I preached on l Tb..ess. i, 
5, and was much led out; there were about five hundred people. This 
meeting will be attended with a great blessing- rich and poor approved 
the doctrine. I heard of the sudden death of my dear friend Jonathan 
Sipple. About eighteen months ago he was brought home to God, from 
an open sinner, to be a happy, faithful man. He is soon taken away from 
the evil to come; he was loved, and is much lamented: in extreme pain, 
but full of patience, and rejoicing in God, he made a blessed end. All 
hail, happy soul! Soon taken thy flight to rest I This is clear gains indeed-

" This was the Delaware Circuit. Asbury's division by counties was superseded at 
the Baltimore Conference about Uu-ee months distant by U1e crention of Sussex Circuit 
in Delaware and Dorset, or Dorchester, Circuit on the eastern shore. Sussex County 
was in Delaware, and Somerset County was in Maryland. (Scharf: History of Delaware, 
ll, ll S9.) 

11 To Asbury the native ability and the reckless zeal of CromweU were reminiscent of 
Wesley's eyewitness accounts of Brown and Smith, and the misfortunes of the former. 
(Wesley's Journal, April 24, 1747; September 28, 1749; June 13, 1759; and July II, 
1771; May 24, 1773.) 
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late brought in; soon taken away; my mind moves with mixed passions 
joy and grief. Freeborn Garrettson spoke in bis usual plainness, as to 
matter and manner, but it moved the people greatly. 

Wednesday, 2. I preached a funeral sermon over a young woman.'_ 
the name of Amelia Dodwell: I bad hope in her death. I spoke on Eccl . 
ix, 10, with great fervour and clear views; brother Joseph Crornw~ 
exhorted: I spoke at the grave; the people were serious. Strangers at. 
tended, that did not, would not, before quarterly meeting. These people 
were drawn, and friends refreshed; life begets life. I have been humbled 
in spirit, but, blessed be God, all things go well in my own heart. Freebooi 
Garrettson had a ~esin~ to go to Dorchester; I consented to his goin~ 
and the Lord go with him. r~r 

Thur-sday, 3. Rode to Mr. Freeny's, about ten miles, and preached to 
about one hundred people. I spoke upon "To-day, if ye will hear hi& 
voice," &c. Brother Cromwell exhorted, and some were moved. i • 

Friday, 4. Rode to Jonathan Boyer's, and preached to about eighty 
people: the Baptists followed us about. Here we met with a woman in. 
deep distress; we both spoke to her, and, I hope, sent her away comforted. 
I bad today a providential escape: my horse started, turned round in the 
woods, hardly escaped running me on the trees; which, if he had, would 
have overset me, and might have broken the carriage and my limbs, the 
ground being so hard; but, thanks be to God, I received no hurt. I spoke 
at Boyer's from these words, "Will ye be also his disciples?" 

Saturday, 5. Came to Morgan Williams's, and was received kindly for 
the first time. I found one of my countrymen under deep distress, a back~ 
slider, and a man of sense; if restored it may be he will be a preacher. He 
is afraid it is impossible he should be restored. I showed him the meaning 
of Heb. 6th chap., that it must be one who denied the work of the Holy 
Spirit, and opposed as the Jews did, and in enmity to crucify Christ, which 
he never did. 

Sunday, 6. Spoke on Hosea xiii, 9. There were more people than the 
house could hold, and they were very attentive. The people seem quite 
ripe in the Fork for the Gospel. I rode to Choptank, near thirty miles. 

Monday, 7. I went to see the old people, Mr. and Mrs. James Peterkin, 
rejoicing in God, and willing to die. Made an addition to my book to the 7 

preachers. I have done but little of account, but visiting the sick, and "J 

praying with them. 
Tuesday, 8. I added to my book, and kept mr times of prayer; I abridge4 

from Mr. Law,. My mind was well taken up with God. 
Wednesday, 9. Have peace, but long to be more employed in the public 

work. I hear the work spreads in Bolingbroke and Talboti., So the Lord 
13 In this vicinity, in which Trappe, Maryland, is located, a Dr. Allen was the leader 

in one of the earliest societies, from which Bolingbroke Chapel took its name. (Coke's 
Joumal, 49; Lednum, op. cit., 261,262; Hallinan, op. cit., 337.) 
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p 'BLA WAR ha s there never was such a 
. h many binderances. Per p bili·t· and no on throug . . l of such small a ies, 

1eads us . d on by such sunp e men, d makes bare hls own right 
v,i?rk. c;.r~~e Lord shows his ~7o/i::he~fer to preach the Gospel: Vf~ 
1eaJ1lll1B ther Garrettson set o kin to the dust at Thomas Whlte s, ann I ro • f Mrs Peter d ve 

..,:.,jtted the re~ai. nsl o f &:a"th. many people were present, an we ga 
COJ.1-U--"'.' d in full tnump , o l i ? 
she die . ns suited to the occa~1on. . and visited the sick. Was 
cXhortatto d little m the morrung, 1 'ght 

'[hursday, 10. I re.a a Wl ·te's family.1t I must spend who e ru s 
ed in talking with _John u t want more love. Brother Har~ey has 

~e;ayer; I :::~~;:n :OJt;:1b~:jail, after much labo;~~dJot!;a:~ 

ob_tai:j~; r:tumed the bill of :ndic~:~; ::;;7:i1c my room; I took 
gran fi r us in all trials. Prayed or an din the day so much as I should. 
v,ay o about ten o'clock. Had_n_ot praye ' ' 
mY bed od keep me in the spmt of prayer. rom house to house; met 
0, tnY ~ay• 12. Visited my friends, and prayed tun~ e in prayer· but Satan 

-Satin ' d . much blessed. Spent some ' 
the · class, an was 
hath manY devices. . ht miles and preached to about two hundre~ 

Sunday, 13. I rode e1g d unfeeling. Spoke on Romans v, 19, 20, an 
o le who seemed dead an d but fear they did not. At three 

kb!ur~d hard to make ~be~-~n5de;~s~me life; we had but few people, 
l tock preached on 1 Tim. lll, ' 

~cd most of them strangers. d . but the people are not so faithful 
14 The work of Go revives, 

Monday, • 
as they ought to be.. . . 1 had to go to Slaughter's; and on_my 

Tuesday, 15. A ratnY !11ormngd d went on to the place of preaching. 
way called at John Cases, praye •:e° attentive, poor, igooran~ peoJ?le. 
There were about one ~undredt lib ryrty It was through great tnbulation 
Spoke on Acts~' 26, w1t\gr:~e~ at.Diall's, and spok~ ~o him about 
I went; I am tned as by fir • a eat rofessor of religion, but now 
bis soul; went to see old Mrs. Cox, f the fuose behaviour of one of_ber 
going out of her senses on account o n a self-righteous foundation. 
children; which ma~~ me_fear s~:i wa; ::;hing. Spoke rousingly to he~, 
She is now in a delinum, msens1 e ~ thence to Mr. Peter kin's: he is 
but could not wake her at all. W~n~ rom 
sick but has no deep sense of religio;- . g but I am in heaviness 

Wednesday, 16. A brig?t, blesse trm~~ Lord will keep me. Have 
through manifold temptations; b~t u:welve of Mr. Wesley's Sermons; 
read in the intervals of these two ays 

• Ed d White and . hn White a brother of Dr. war • • 
i• This was probably the family of Jo Ga~ettson who was with John Wh.1te 

nephew of Judge Thomas ~ite. Freeborn conducted.his funeral, says that he."'.as 
when he was converted on hts d~thbed dan:.ldren became Methodists. (Tire Arm1111an 
once "a great persecutor." The widow an c ' 
Magazine, XVII, 228.) 
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at:-d cannot ~ead the1?- without conviction and great instruction. God i :. 
with me: he ts preparmg me for great labours, and I hope yet to end , 
the end; but must be more sanctified: ure lo 

"Lord, ~asten the hour, thy kingdom bring in, 
And g1ve me the power to live without sin." 

Keep me holy ~d cons~ant in thy work, always industrious, that Sat ·•·, 
may have no fair occasion to tempt. I lectured at Edward Whit , an • 
~ohn _xiv, 19-21, and ~ad great liberty, love, and life; and the ;e~ ~~ t . 

likewise. A~ter all my tnals, God blesses me. Satan is a liar, and Chrisf. , 
true, and mil never leave nor forsake me. ~ 

Thursday, 17. I am g?ing to preach a funeral sermon for Zach. Nicho; 
a schoolmaster, a reading Churchman, an Englishman and wish I I 
sa~ assuredly, a Christi~n. I found great liberty in pre;ching from ::ti. , 
xxiv, 44; read and explamed the funeral service; there was a great meltin • 
among the people, and I hope not in vain. g 

Saturday, 19. I rode through bad roads to Morgan Williams's· and · d . , was 
m peace an prayer. Stepped into Johnson's, took dinner and had • 
I · · h hi - . , some cos~ conversation wit m; he 1s a truld, conversable man. I came in 

late, the people were met; exhorted, and felt some life among the peo I 
Sunday, 20. Was solemn in prayer. Spoke on James j 22-24 I p e. 
• t d b J • , • was ass1s e to e c ose, movrng, and argumentative; but have in general 

~ard labour. H_ere they are an unsettled people, and weak of understand
!~g; preache~ m the aft~moon at the_ widow Brady's, from James i, 8: 

A double-nunded man 1s u~stable i? ~ll his ways." This text was pressed 
upon me to speak from, while at W1lliams's, and I could not get over it. J •• 
!n the afternoon I found there was a cause; the Nicolites had been work- ,, 
mg upon several of our friends, and had shook them with their craft 
These are a _people who sprung_ fr~m one Nicols, a visionary, but I hop~ " 
a _good man·. he held Quak_er_ pnnc1ples, but the Friends would not receive 
him. A certa~ James Hams 1s at present their leader; they clothe in white, 
take everything from nature, and condemn all other societies that do not 
conform to the outward: If a man were to speak like an archangel· if he 
sun~, prayed, and wore a black, or a coloured coat, he would dot be 
received by these people. They were almost asleep when the Methodists 
came, but ~ow are awake and "'.orking with simple, awakened people. 
They love, ~ke some other denonunations, to fish in troubled water. They 
oppose family p_rayer as much as any sinners in the country; and have :. 
~uch to say agamst our speakers: profess what they will, there is nothing 
1n names, 

~onday, 21. I am kep~ in_peace. Preached twice yesterday, and met the 
s_oc1ety. Joseph Hartley 1s sick. I see there is no way like prayer for the 
hfe of my ?W~ soul. Some lazy, backsliding people among us are gone, 
after the N1cohtes; let them go, for they were become as salt that had lost 

.1,1 ~ . 
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~ •• ' . we want no such people. I preached at the Draw-Bridge to about 
~ itssavo~drr, d people· spoke on "Ye cannot serve God and mammon"-

, . ...,0 bun e ' h • • •.~ clear and searching. Mr. - - , who bas been a man muc m pursmt 
was · ld and who was condemned by our friends in his conduct, rose 
.oftbe wolr h' d done and said, he was the man pointed at, and desired 
up after ~ ' 
another beaong. • 1 d - d, 22 Rode to Andrew Purden's, had about suety peop e, an 
,.,-:fues ayL, uk~ xi 28. "Blessed are they that hear the word of God, and 
spoke on • • d B b h 't"-met the class. John Beauchamp an Dr. o~ness, ot pro-~:e; sancti.ficatio~: I hope it is so. The society is much increased: but all _ 

• not gold that shines. 
• JS W. dn sday 23. I rode to Richard Shaw's, it came up cold and snowed ; 
had:bo:t-ftfty people; a solid society, tender, and ifl: a m~asure faithful. 

· ·" l ha been much in haste these two days, but bad little time for prayer 
, ' - d ve •vate duties• but I take mornings and nights, and am resolved, that 
• ' ~ 

0
Jf

0 
the day, r' will have it at night and morning. I was tried in gett_ing 

ff· called at two of the friends' house.s, and had prayer ; and had my trials 
~s~- Spoke at Shaw's, on 1 John iii, 10; fel~ warm in spirit, al~hough I suf
fi ·ed on the road with cold; have read but little, but am labourmgfor souls. 
e~hursday 24. Rode ten miles out and ten miles in, to Joseph Wyatt's; 
bout two hundred people: a very cold day; spoke on Titus ii, 11, to the 

:.nd; was much led out, and kept in peace all day. . 
\ .Friday 25. A day of fasting and rest; sorely tempted: this made me 
think that had I gone to preach, or to town and met class, it would not 
have been the case: so I must for the future be more employed, for this is 
the will of God concerning me. This morning I read the 1:estament; and 
l;iad a good time in general this week, but O ! the wor.ki.Il~s ~f heart I 
Jabour under! Have spent much time in p~ayer night and mornmg: I am 
n1uch led out at such times. 

Saturday, 26. Rode to Boyer's, and met society; most of the hearers 
present met in class. Spoke as searching as P?ssible; and gave an exhort~
tion: the people were much stirred up. At mght I was greatly engaged m 

• prayer. • 
·- Swuiay, 27. Spoke from Luke xi, 24-27. There were many people, and 

-a good time. I showed how the devil is cast out, and how he returns: t~en 
.rode to Dover, and came in just as church was ended. I preached with 
great labour on Acts .xxiv, 25. Some had eaten and drank more t~an 
· enough, and were fit to go to sleep; but the greater part were attentive. 
But 01 what a continual burden have I to come and preach here! Went 
home with lawyer Richard Bassett,16 a very conversant and affectionate 

,. This was among the first of many visits to the three Bassett homes located in 
Dover and Wilmington, Delaware, and in Bohemia Manor, Maryland. Mrs. Bassett 
was the former Ann Ennalls, sister of Henry Ennalls and niece of Judge Ennalls of 
Dorchester County, Maryland. • 
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man, who, from his own acknowledgments, appears to be sick of , 
His wife is under great distress; a gloom of dejection sits upon 
soul; she prayeth much, and the enemy takes an advantage of her 1 
state. 0

• 

Monday, 28. I r?de to Shaw's, spoke at three o'clock, on Acts ·:. 
~8. I was blessed w1~h a calm, swe~t frame, and had great ease and fre~ 
m my soul and subject; 3:n attentive congregation. I feel a peculiar love:!' 
these people; and ~xpect if Mr. Bassett ever comes to God, he is to preacJi: 
I have been kept 10 peace, and am ready to think sometimes God ~ 
saved me from all sin, properly so called. Satan made one sudden stroke 
at me, but I looked to God. Last Sunday morning I was drawn out.· , , 
prayer, and felt ~e effect_~ a par~c~lar manne~ in preaching at Boyer: 
the word went like fire; a little of rt m the everuog, but there is so mucli 
pride, and so much of unbelief in the Dover people, that a man needs th 
faith and power of Stephen to bear up and speak to them. d 

Tu~sday, _29. Rode_ to Scotten's, had about fifty people; they were dis- · 
appomted m expecting me the day before, and I was misinformed. 1 
spoke. with liberty on 1 Tim. i, 5. The roads were bad beyond my ex: .. 
pectatlon. I rode on horseback; returned to Shaw's, took dinner, heard of 
F;eebo~n Garre~son's being put in jail in Dorset. So Satan has stretched 
bis cham; but this shall work for good. Spent a night with Mr. Magaw• 
had great satisfaction in conversing with him relative to his having (: · 
closer connexion with us. 

Wednesday~ March 1, 1780. Rode twelve miles to the Thomas chapel; 
four or five miles the roads were so bad that I was obliged to get out of the 
carriage and walk; I came late, and much fatjgued. Spoke on Matt. v 16: 
"Let your light so shine before men;" spoke freely, and was blessed'. the 
work revives here, and over in Queen Annes County, a few miles di~ant 
from this. Through bad roads with difficulty I rode to Fatad's mills-stayed 
that night-could not get to Choptank. 

Thursday, 2. Heard of Mr. James Peterkin's death, he died last night; I 
came to his house, and went to Thomas White's ; find it is a fact that 
brother Garrettson was put into jail last Sunday.11 • 

Friday, 3. Rose between four and five o'clock, and prayed some time; 
have begun reading Robertson's History of Scotland, in two vols.17 Went 
to Stradley's, spoke on Rev. iii, 20, with liberty; met class, came back, and 
spoke a few words to the people, who were met to put the remains of 
James Peterkin in the ground: at the repeated solicitations of Mrs. M, 
White, I attended those old people in life and death. 
. Saturday, 4. I wrote to Pedicord and Cromwell; and have appointed 

19 Freeborn Garrettson was lodged in the Dorchester County jail, Cambridge, 
February 27, 1780. (Garrettson, op. cit., 152.) • 

~• William Robertson (1721-93) was the author of History of Scotland during tM 
Reig11s of Queen Mary and of James VJ until his Accession to the Crown of Eng/amf. 
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p:BL 
:1':< e for Dorset: he is qualified by law.11 Rested and read 

.{oshua D~dl yst volume. o ! what treachery and policy attendeth co~ I 
Robertson s fir urt ,:cy without design give way to a reformation I 

d bow does co P0 ~ • ' 
an the case in England and Scotland. 
:fhis bas be;nI went to church and heard Mr. Neill preach _a food se~on 

~d~y~t they were wise." I preached at Edward ~te s, on M1~ 
on, O • b'ect was too laboured for the congregation, yet searching, 
• 6--8 The su ~ 

~. th. ple were solemn. . 
and e peo 

6 1 was kept close in reading the first volume of the History 
~ },f ondu.Yd ·and was kept in quiet. In the morning I wrote to brother 
of Seo~ to comfort him under his imprisonmen!· 
(jarrertso 7 A rainy day, but went to my appomtment: ~ere were_a 

ri.Tuesdi~· i spoke on Eph. i, 8, 9, and had great li~erty. I think a cert~n 
~w peop ; that bas been a high churchwoman, will yet be a Met!1odist. 
~: !:\hncent Dorothy's, took dinner, talked and prayed with the 

•c-:I I am to preach at his house. . . ' 
f8Jlll1Y• di 8 I rose at ftve and began reading 10 Mr. Wesley s Notes 

fVet~:Y~f the Apostles. This day I visited the widow Cox, who bas 
on th! lost her reason. She was pleased to see me, an~ show~d so_me 
nearly ess and intervals of reason, though I had but little satisfaction :f!e:r. Lectured on Jer. iii, 15-19, and was blest. Came back to Thomas 

~e•\~ y 9 r am under a gloomy heaviness through manifold tempta
. urRs ad, Mr. Wesley's Notes on the Epistle to the Romans. Some of 

tiOOS- ea • . h th bis timents I have adopted, and thought them my own, per aps ey 
sent ,. I may have taken them first from him. Prayed often, and shut 

are no , 1or • u1n humili' t· • b t I 
If I find meditating on past unfaithf ess a mg, u 

myse up. • d eak f: 'th tnust go on: pondering my ways so much deJects an w ens my ar • 
Lo d keep me• keep me gracious Lord, and never let me go ! I met c~ass 
at ~~t, though none b~t the Whites' families. It was made a blessmg, 
and made me examine my own heart. . 
_ "' ·t1a 10 I rose between four and five o'clock, spent some time 
~ en Y, • . • • W l ' N t in private prayer and with the families; read Mr. es e:y s. o ~ on 
1 Corinthians, and ended the reading of the second book of King~, m my 
reading in course the Bible through. To-morrow I am to go down mto the 
North West Fork, where, I am told, the Lord revives his work. In the 
evening was unwell, and went to bed early. 

Saturday, 11. Rose under some exer.cise of soul, set off for the Fork 
about eleven o'clock, stopped at brother Gozeley's, fed m_y ho~s~, and 
heard of the severity used to brother Garrettson in_ ~bndge Ja_il. and 
that they would not let the people come to speak with him. All this shall 
work for good, and we will rejoice that we a~e counted worthy ~o suffer 
for righteousness' sake. Found it bad travelling; when I came mto by
u This probably meant that Joshua Dudley bad taken the Maryland oath of allegiance. 
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roads, my horse nearly overset; but with difficulty came to White Brow~~ 
and was blest in praying with and speaking to the family. -r 

Sunday, 12. Rode to Solomon Turpin's; and fear something is the mat 
ter here. I cannot preach with freedom, and am not happy. Spoke (f . 

Ezek. xvlii, 19, in light and liberty, and as searching as I well could. . ~ 
Monday, 13. Received a letter from brother Garrettson: his enemies art 

softened towards him. I think the Lord will deliver me yet from all evij. 
I heard Cromwell was put in jail, but did not credit it. I labour tci be 
more spiritual, and to be holy in heart and life. I rode to John Cannon"s. 
and spoke on John i, 8, 9; had liberty. There were about a hundred pea;, 
ple, and some little stir. One of the sons has a religious frenzy; he w • 
panic struck, and prayed some hours : he kneeled down in time of preac· : 
ing; he may be sincere, and come to something. Rode to Morgan Williams~

1
• 

met brother Lowry, now rejoicing in God, his backslidings healed, ,r -
hls soul restored. Received another leiler from brother Garrettson, wher._,·
in he informs me the people want to get rid of him, and that they are no 
so cruel to him as formerly, nor to the people who visit him. • 

Tuesday, 14. Rose in peace, spent near an hour in retirement, and was 
blessed. Read some chapters in the Bible. My soul is kept in peace; gJocy 
be to God l I wrote to Philip Rogers, and spent my time till noon ii(,· 
reading, writing, and prayer. 

Wednesday, 15. Brother Garrettson expects to come out of jail by the . 
favour of the governor and council of Maryland in spite of his foes: so 
the Lord works for us. In Somerset they are using some of Bishop Wal:. • 
burton's Works19 against Mr. Wesley and Mr, Whitefield. I was much 
blest in speaking at Spencer Hitchen's, on Titus iii, 2-8, to nearly two 
hundred serious people; their prejudices wear off: it is to be observed, · 
bad as these people were, they never persecuted us, as they have done a '_ 
some other places; it cannot be for our being falsely reported to be T.orie&, •. 
for in Somerset some of our greatest enemies are of that stanip. ~ 

Thursday, 16. I have peace; rose at five o'clock, read the Scriplure~ •. 
ended the first Book of Chronicles. Last night I gave an exhortation; a 
young girl wept enough to break her heart. I hope she will seek the Lordi , 
I am kept in faith; and feel my heart much melted and moved to poor. 
opposers, and can pray for them as I do for myself. d- · 

Friday, 17. Rose at five o'clock, prayed, and read awhile in an old 
author, who warmly attacks Popery in its capital errors, and in a strong; ,. 
argumentative manner; but j s full of Greek and Latin quotatfons. I rode ,' , 
to Johnstown, and from thence to William Law's; met Freeborn Garrett
son, who came out of jail by order of the governor and council of Mary-' 
land, who had sent to the governor of Delaware to know if Freeborn Gar- •. 
rettson were not a fugitive, and had received satisfactory information. 

1
~ William Warburton (1698-1779) was bishop of Gloucester. In 1762 he published 3 _"

his Doctrine of Grace directed against John Wesley's views. 
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• -~ .. r:s_ ettson preached on Matthew xxv, 10: "And they ~~at were 
;,Brptber G~ with him to the marriage, and the door was sh~t.. I spok~ 

• Je~dy went Ul ter him. 1. That the way some kept off conv1ctions was, 
a:feW words af 2 Some not uniform in prayer. 3. Others never 

: • , 1,y neglect of _ _p:atr· all. sin. 4. Others rest in present attainments, and 
• intended to givha t d bath done for them and fall away: and closed 

·~ take pride~ w. t ~ted to the cases and c~nsciences of the people. 
.. , ~ with an applic;h~ o:~1 at four o'clock, and .spent some time in prayer. 

Saturday, 1 • t k my place and appointments: we drew some out
Brother Garretts; ~~ while together. I preached at John Lewis's, on 
µnes f~~- our 3c7o erde bad great liberty, and more people than r expected, 
John. vm, 31- , an . 

as_it rained. 9 Preached at Alexander Law's, and spok~ searching~y; the 
Sunday, 

1 
attentive; some Presbyterians brought to think v~~ ser~ously. 

people weWreilli. Law's and spoke on 2 Thess. i, 7-13, had livmg liberty' 
l rode to am . ' 

t • vain 
,IIJld I hope ;~ ~ose ~arly wrote an hour, and then rode twenty-four 
'· :,M0ndat~eb.Furby's to ~reach; was late, but came before Ca:Jeb B_oye~ 
.niiJes to tin the ·c1ass. Spoke on John iii, 24, and felt qmck~rungs. 
JJ.ad.do~::~it/Waitman S1.pple;20 he and Philip_ Barratt detenruned to 
Went h h :ha el and to set it near the drawbndge. . 

.. go abo~t t ;l ~ R~d; to Purdin's, and had many people; spoke on Malachi 
, .:Tues ;y,Had much power in speaking: then rode to Chopta~, ~o the 

..j,µ,,l6-l f James Peterkin and Elizabeth his wife, at Thomas Whites. 
funeral o d 22 Mr Magaw preached the funeral sermon of James and 

Wedtzes ay, kin,. • • Mr White's barn . there were about four hundred 
Elizabeth Peter m • • xh ti tty 

le. I only stood as clerk. Joseph Cromwell gave an e orta on, pre lf 
peop ' d rou h. Mr Neill gave an exhortation. Mr. Magaw and myse 
:::d to ~e· ba~tizing the children. I haye bee~ colle~tin~ all the 
_prinutes of our conferences in America, t~ a~s1st me m a bnef history of 
the Methodists • and an account of our pnnc1ples. . : . 
• Th d 23' Rose early · have some trials among my friends; but i t lS. 

urs ay, • • • bl t 11 t' es· but the ill well, God is with me. Company 1s not ~greea e a a 1m , 
w)ll of the Lord be done, if he calls me to 1t.. . . 

Good-Friday, 24. A cloudy day; it began ralDlDg :hen I _was a few m1le~ 
o.n my way · I could not turn back; about eleven o clock 1t cleare~ aw~r.· 
I came to the chapel, there were about forty people. Spoke on Isaiah lw, 

, JO, then rode to brother Richard Shaw's, and was much blest, as I always 
11 Waitman Sipple was the father-in-Jaw of Philip Barratt (173~~), for who~ the 

• chapel was nam.ed. The l;itter was converted in 1778_ UlldeJ; the ministry of Freed~: 
• Garrettson. The chapel was begun in May, 1780, ded~cated m August, and opene .. 

- services that autumn. The de.ed of conveyance of land, August 17, 1780, fr_om Phili,P 
J3arratt was made to Reynear Williams and eight other trustees. (Bam1;tt. Barra/I ~ 
6haper'and Metl,odism; Boehm, op. cit., 50-52, 226, 227; Lednum, op. elf., 265, 266, 
Deed Book W, I, 247, Dover Courthouse.) 
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am in this family. I have deep and sore trials: the remembrance of th ~ 
depresses my soul. ~ 

Saturday, 25. Have peace of soul, but am not enough given up to Git~ 
I pu11;ose to be more de".'oted to God in prayer and meditation: rodeo~ 
Boyers, and met the society: the people appear to be more alive to G& 
than when I was here last; preached on 2 Tim. ii 18 19 and had ~ 
light and liberty. ' ' ' mu~ 

.ii: 
Sunday, 26. R~de to church,'1 where we had a smooth, sensible cfu_ 

co~rse on 1 Peter 1, 3. I attended the communion-communicants increa:se, 
dally; for people get awakened by us; when this is the case, they go to thtl, 

L~rd s supper. In the afternoo1:1 I preached; many flocked to hear, ,;"'E. 
bemg Easter Sunday. Spoke plamer than ever on Acts xvii, 18 • had - • 
largement of heart; the church minister was present. ' , e~ 

Monday, 27. Called at the Rev. Mr. Magaw's; spent an hour, changea . 
book~ ~nd sentiments, and came off to Mrs. Beauchamp's, then to Andre · • 
Purdtn s, there were near tw.? hundred people; spoke on 1 Peter i, 7-1~; 
was blest, and felt some. tbmgs I spoke; nothing but hard trials coill,d 
make me speak so. • 

Tuesday,_ 28. I rode to Stra_dley's, and spoke on 1 Peter iii, 18, ;~ 
great operung-entered deep mto the nature of Christ's sufferings and~ 
some sublime truths of the Gospel. ' Iii 

Wednesday, 29. Spent what ti.me I had to spare in transcribing from 
~obert Wal~er a part of one of his sermons to the preachers, and put.it~ 
tn my s~lections. I went to ~reach at Vincent Dorothy's, and spoke oli 
Luke xxiv, !5, 26. Made a faithful discharge of truth to the people; they 
wer~ atte~tive. I have be~n very much exercised in mind; the time for 
leavmg this place draws mgh. Never was confinement in one State Dela'. 
ware, so trying to me. Lord, help me, I am weak ! At night I ;eat 't~ 
Edward White's, and gave an exhortation; was greatly troubled in mind'-"' 

Thursday, 30. I am goin~ to Sussex, on my way to the quarterly meeting . 
at the Fork. I fear there will be great commotions th.is summer; God onir, 
knows what the end of these things will be; but "Blessed are those people • 
that are found wat~~ng." I lost my way and wandered into the swamp • 
and feared I must lie m the woods, but came to a friend's house, and then 
pushed on and reached Mr. Daniel Polk's about seven o'clock. Read a 
won~erful book against Methodists, but it will do no great harm. • •. 

Frzday, 31. Waked before three o'clock, though I did not go to bed till 
after ten o'clock-was weather-bound, and read the second volume of; 
Robertson's History of Scotland. The fate of unfortunate Mary Queen or -
Scots· was affecting; and the admired Queen Elizabeth does not appear to 
~dvanta~e in the Sco~ch history. Prayed an hour this morning, and 'r&{ -~ 
hr~d twice; used abstmence, though not so severe as I commonly use 6.n 
Frrdays. -: 

"1 Christ Protestant Episcopal Church, Dover, Delaware. 
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4\u.: ,,_~:., • A ·z- 1 Rose about half-past three o'clock, and set out for 
. "!'" ;.1Saturda:~1c!.~as kept in peace all the way; when in temptation: _I 

Broad Cr. fti Came in about three o'clock; and found that the spmt 
and 1t es. 1 f Willia' pr~Y,. and furY reigned I I received a satisfactory et~er_ ~o~ . m 

of ly10g ,. hopes a reconciliation will take place in Vrrgima, if healing 
-?1ioore; µ.~ 
. ures are adopted. 
'In~ 2. Rose about six o'clock; I lay in a dark r?o~ and w~s a 

_,, S,unda:~n: 1 am kept near to God, but under s_ome deJect1on; I believe 
Jittle un the people of this house are not nght toward God. Spoke 
:+. was because h t h ·t • ., .. ·" on Acts xxvili, 22: "As for this sect, we know t a everyw ere i 1s 
!0-d&Y • t" Spoke long and freely, but the people were not greatly 
spke; ;~~~din the afternoon at George Moore's, on 1 Peter iv, 18: 
.~~vthe • . rheateous are scarcely saved," &c.; and a blessing followed • 
.. ,.., e ng • • d y ◄ .,M, d 3 Rose at five o'clock. spent some UJne m prayer, an m 
• ~n :\o~rse to the twenty-third Psalm. Preache~ at Thomas Jones's 

. ~ ~:ott sixty careless, ignorant people; had very li~tle comfo~; spoke 
~. W; 

2 
Tjm. ii, 19. Read in the afternoon the Appendix to the History of 

~ ftoO d I am in heaviness through the deadness of the people, and th_e 
:co. 

0
}nth~ wicked about us-of which there appear to be eno_ugh; an~ 1t 

'd e:s seem now as if they could freely shed our blood: Lord, give me fa1~ 
o~s atieoce ! The present state of things is, Report, say they, and we will 

an pt ·,. nothing can come amiss ; all is fish that comes to the net: the 
Tf!PO' I ' vii • t ~ wicked will say anything; yes,~ manner of e ag~~s us. , . 

: ' Tuesday, 4. There came on ram, but I went to Gitting Bradley s!.~ere 
were about forty people, though it rained rapidly. Spo~e on Rev. m, 20, 
and v,as much blessed; then retu~ned to George ~oore s. , . 
.;~rWednesday, 5. A snowy mormng. Rode to Levm Bacons. there were 
£bout thirty people; I was led out to speak close to them, and some felt 

1 it:'to the heart. · • • 14 
;,TJrursday, 6. Rode to Mr. Freeny's. I ?reached from 2.-Chron. vu, , 
and was led, though with labour, to deliver my .soul to them. Set off ,to 
go seven miles through a dreary road and deep swamps, to Calloway s; 
came in-about ~even o'clock, and found liberty as soon as I ~ame. God has 

~ a,.people :in. these rude wastes: I expect to go, after preaching, to the sea-

siae . 
..,.'Friday, 7. About three days ago I was mov~d to pray_for good we~ther, 
when I saw what a condition we should be m: there 1s a change m ~e 

•'!~atber. I have peace this morning, and my heart is lifted up to God m 
titankfulness. An appearance of good weather: blessed be God! though, 

.. iihen the weather was so uncomfortable, I was tempted to murmur• Lord, 
pardon me in this also! Surely, what the Lo~d does is right, whether ~e 
'4,oes it against a single person or to a whole nation. Preached at Calloway s, 

. Wt) Peter iii, 18, and was blessed._There were ~bout.fifty souls-an_ at: 
. , _tentive, feeling people. After preaching, I rode thirty miles to the sea-side• 
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there met brother Garrettson, confident that God had, in a vision of the 
night, sanctified him. 

Saturday, 8. Went to the sea and bathed, though cold: and then rode 
about nine miles from Evans's to Gray's. Our quarterly meeting began :I.I 
I preached on Rom. v, 6, 7, and had liberty. The Baptists show theil 
enmity, and go from house to house persuading weak people to be dippe~ 
and not to hear the Methodists; and they bring their preachers in oui 
absence. . 

Sunday, 9. I have peace: it has been very rainy; but clear this morninf 
We had a great day: preached on 1 John v, 19: "We know that we are of '. 
God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness." Brother Garrettson ex
horted, there was some melting; John Cooper spoke to purpose; -Joseph 
Cromwell brought up the rear with great success. The people were 
serious. 

Monday, JO. I have peace of soul; but too much talk like trifling; the 
devil throws his firebrands, but grace is sufficient. I appointed brother 
Joseph Wyatt to keep the ground against the Baptists, and to supply oun-; , 
places here instead of the travelling preachers that are going to conference'.: 
for John's people intend to come a fishing about, when we are gone. We 
bad a love feast at eight o'clock; many spoke in a very feeling manner. 
God was with us at eleven o'clock-I preached on 2 Cor. iv, 12. Brother 
Cromwell and brother Garrettson exhorted: the people were moved at 
what was said, though simple, and the same things he frequently says; but 
he is a man of God, and their spiritual father. 

Tuesday, 11. We rode fifty miles to Choptank. 
Wednesday, 12. I was employed in writing a short history of the Method

ists; also in preparing my papers for conference. I am going from my 
home, Thomas White's. 

Thursday, l 3. I set off for Richard Shaw's, in Kent; and came in about 
five o'clock, and kept a watch evening. I spoke on 1 Cor. xvi, 13, 14. 
Caleb Pedicord exhorted. 

Friday, 14. A day of fasting. I was employed in preparing my paper 
for conference; Caleb Pedicord is my scribe. I am under some apprehen• 
sions that trouble is near. Thomas M'Clure is confined sick in Philadelphia. 
Henry Kennedy and William Adams are dead: so the Lord cuts off the 
watchmen of Israel. But sure I am that it is better to die early, than to 
live, though late, to dishonour God. 

Saturday, 15. I spent the afternoon with Mr. Magaw. 
Sunday, 16. Rode twelve miles, and preached at the Thomas chapel, 

on Psalm cxxii, 6-8. Had some life among the people, but I fear they did 
not properly understand me. Preached at Richard Shaw's, iny farewell 

u Lednum locates the meeting "at the Sound," which is the present Sound Chapel 
on the Roxana Charge, Sussex County. (l.ednum, op. cit., 279; Boehm, op. cit., 124; 
Scharf: History of Delaware, ll, 1949.) 
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l)~L . 32 The people were solemn, but not deeply affected 
noon on Acts XJO, • • • uls 

st.th a ~ense of the worth ofl their stin? g b. egan :ia Our little chapel with gal· 
Wl 7 Our quarter y mee • • th d 

J,{onday, 1 • undred. but there were I judge near one ousan_ 
terii:s, held about seven hPhil . 27. "Only let your conversation be as 1t 

1 I preached on • 1• • 
peoP e. 1 f Christ " ·u t,ec0meth the Gospe o t. M Magaw read prayers, and Mr. Net 

Tuesday, 18, After love feas,.'Fee~ my sheep;" brother Garrettson and 
1'1-"r.hed a good seonon, on f God was present in the love feast: many 
,,l.,..., -"' ,rted. The power o . 
DlYself eJU.Lo - . 'th li ht life and liberty. . 
spoke in our meeting ~ Mr g E~ory~s where we were very kindly enter• 

Wednesday, 19. I 1; t· ·they live ~vell; these people were brought 0 ~ 

tained in the dreary or~' w's preaching in the chapel; they and their 
their prejudice_s by Mr •. :1:U Brother Garrettson spoke on, "Ye ~ow 
familY connex.ions pronnsld ot· move the people here as at the sea-side: 

w ,, But he cou n 
have sorro • d he is not their spiritual father. ' . 
they are cooler, an ff t Baltimore u and called at Mr. Magaw s, we 

Thursday, 20. s;t ~- o~alled at Mr. Bassett's, and had a warm con-
parted in much a ec ionM. .fll. We prayed and Mrs. Bassett made a 

ti• wi"th Warner I m. ' versa on 
confession of finding peace. 

Maryland 

. ;w~ rode to Solom;n sy;~~~:::hon1pson's, Maryla~d, ~c~ Coun~y; 
. Friday, 21. We ro e to him who had fainted in bis nund, bemg 
dined, prayed, and spok: :!o;~:°ueha~na Riv~:r a little before sunset, and 
riow left alone. We cam ~ ·1 . the dar·k and a bad road; but • th • ht. rode stx nu es lll , . h 
passed over to e rug ' bith t I bad a very tender feeling for t e 
Providence has ~reserv~d me , e! ~nk I must return. . 
people I left behind; this makes mt r friends we left behind without 

Saturday, 22. I could not pray , or ;~timore County; my friends _ap
weeping. We_ rode to Mr. ~~g~;~r Glendenning2& had his objections to 
peared very Joyful to see .m;, ro f the Viroioia brethren, who had made 
make, and pleaded some ill iavour o o· 

. . . . . Thomas Chapel of two clergymen of the 
~ The participation J.11 this meetmg ind H h Neill tended to reduce the local 

Established Church, Samuel, Magaw an ug • 
prejudice against the MethodiSt~- H to attend the conference of the northern 

.. Asbury was leaving the Perunsula. e was 
preachers set for April 24,_ 17SO. ew more disputatious and erratic, ~n 

11 Apparently Glendenmng, who grad1ally gr b "W.S." below, which appears m 
this occasion irritated Asbury. See th~ 0t0

': y ber 6 1780; December 26, 1790: 
the original Journal. (See Journal entnes_ or ovem /) ' •• • 
The Life of William Glendenning, Preacher of the Gospe. 
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- MARYLAND November-2 . 
after a nde of thirty ntiles I was ki dl . ; 
Dorsey's ; 1!4 kind people .• I breakf;t~ e=:~t~ned. I called at Mr. 
more : when within about two miles there hem. I put forward to 
ther~ was fear of the trees falling, and tha~a:;;: :f an autumnai .st • 
carnage. I came in safe, stopped an h d nd would overset 
Gough's, and arrived between ei ht and n?ur, ,an proceeded on to 
snow to-day, and the night is cofd I h me o clock. There has been,s· 
guineas and two half joban • . ave spent my stock of money 
Chamier;125 two guineas and : a:J.vend me by Mr. Gough a.nl. 
Rode on about twelve IIll·les t di , an ~ half-crown went in V' • 
C k . o nner eight miles ft 

re~ , berng kept in peace. Here I met that a erward to 'S 
Christ, Charles Scott; he is like a .flame of m~n of God and Priso 
utte:ance,_ and professes the sanctif in fire' he has good sense, , 
d~g faithfully with the societies I iav! ~ace of <?o~:. a useful , • 
him a suit of clothes. 0, how sweetl r m soI?e Vugirua cloth to 

Thursday, November 2. I set out fJr ~~se we uruted to each other!• 
a calm, and gained Robert Thomps ' r ehanna ferry. I passed o . 
is stirred up. on s a out three o'clock. The old 

Delaware 
It ' 

Friday; 3. Set off for m f: • D •-
now, 1813.) Mr. T. and B\r:v;~r~is ~ver. (I belie~e Little Pipe C 
God has touched their hearts I stoppeJ'nnf f f ver;, pious parents. r ., 
~o deliver a message to him from Col a; ;he at Dr. Abraham Ridge[, 
in Maryland. While tarryin after :e omas Dorsey of -ElJc ru 
home with the Doctor and !as kindl ner, _Dr. Magaw came in. l ·w~ 
were not to go to the qu~terly meetin !b ret~tve_d. Th~ Doctor's inten_tio 
and took him along It was on ' f' u avmg this opportunity, h,1 
hundred people had been waitin er,° c oc~before we arrived; about 

g or us. r. Magaw preached an exce 
_m Colonel Th_omas Dorsey's mans· .. ,., -,. 

R d d W . 10n, ,roy Hill" · h . . , .._ 
o~ an ashmgton Boulevard. Colonel Dorse , is near t e Junction of Do 

d~g the Revolutionary War. His seco _ . Y ~mrnande~ the~ Ridge Bai 
offN1cholas Ridgely of Dover Delaware ':!~'1fie, 1?lizabeth Ridgely, was the daug 
a ~ the death of the colonel: Asbury ~nduct em~ of ~ .r. Abraham Ridgely. y " 

Mrs. Achsah Chamier, lhe eldest siste ed serv-1~ ID the Dorsey home. 
Hampton. She married first Dr. Robert Houf a°f Cahpta1n Charles Ridgely, builden, 
Her second husband was John Caroan. a~, w ose estate lay south of Ham_p 
Dorsey Gough. Mrs. Carnan's third hu;ban~ tbeu-Jau_ghter, Prudence, married,H 
and high sheriff of Baltimore Count an was aruel Chamier (1720-78) mere ,., 
where he died, Mrs. Cbamier died i:· He was a Tory and went to New York • •. 
Asbury conducted her funeral service 1785 at Perry ~au,_ the home of her daugb . 
Jo:mal en_tries for August 7-21, 1785.) (Mar)lla11d H1storu:al Magazine, XLV, 33 

. He died an apostate-was in th h • . • 
friends; he became horribly wicked (~ ab1tteo~ speaking ~aliciously of his fo -

• s DO IS ID the Onginal Jownai.) . 
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' ~on on "Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord?" Brothers Hartley 

ll14 Glendenning exhorted. We all stayed at Mr. Barratt's; Mr. Magaw 
-,nyed with much affection: we parted in great love. 
r·$t111day, 5. We ha~ between one and two thousand people; our house 

., ·irtY-two by forty:eigbt,128 was crowded above and below, and numbers 
.,,,fteroained outside: our love feast lasted about two hours; some spoke 
[°the sanctifying grace of God. I preached on John iii, 16-18; a heavy 
Jl)use to preach in: brothers Pedicord and Cromwell exhorted. 
• . J,Jonday, 6. I preached to about four hundred people on 2 Chron. viii, 

J d8 .and had liberty: I spoke of the necessity of getting and keeping the 
''Jf.lJ)O'wer of religion; William Glendenning exhorted afterward; then we 

J!llrt.ed· I see the footsteps of Providence in my coming back. The people 
'\\ fegfetted my absence, and the preachers would have been at variance one 

~another.William Glendenning plead hard to come to Dover; but I 
.., jfid not think him so fit as Thomas Chew. Brother Glendenning is a good 
' .little man, and though his utterance is less strongly marked with the Scotch 
" 'jJian formerly, it is not yet good. The British bad almost thrown them

gives in my way on my return through Virginia; I wished not to fall into 
qieit hands: they left it .soon after I came awaY,. Here there bas been 
good done in my absence; among believers we have been very solemn; and 

. the work of God has been deep among the brethren; not so in Virginia ; 
. the preachers there do not know how to preach sanctification for want of 

f~ --experience. I stationed the preachers thus: Thomas Chew, and the two 
Q-omweUs, for Kent; for Dover, Pedicord and Law;m Samuel Roe128 

,; and James White, for Sussex; William Glendenning, Stephen Black, 
..Joseph Wyatt, for Kent in Maryland; and Joseph Hartley and Joseph 
~wrett, for Dorset. 

• . . Tuesday, 7. I was closely engaged in reading a volume of Mr. Wesley's 
{,Touma! of above three hundred pages; ended it on Wednesday morning. 
1 felt dejection of spirits for want of public exercise: I have had so much 
ii( this, that within this six months, I have travelled, according to my com
putation, two thousand six hundred and seventy-one miles; yet am uneasy 
wJien still. I proposed meeting the clu1dren when 1 came again: I appointed 
a place for them to sit, and desired the parents to send a note with each, 

. Jetting me know the temper, and those vices to which the child might be 
most subject. I long to spend a few minutes every hour in prayer. I see 
great need of living near to God-the people are so affectionate. Lord; 

~humble me! 
LM Th.is house was Banatt's Chapel. 
UT James 0. and Joseph Cromwell with Thomas Chew were appointed to Kent; 

Caleb B. Pedicord and either Alexander or William Law were sent to Dover. 
t!' S~muel Roe (1756-91) was a Methodist itinerant from 1779 to 1784. (For his 

career m the Protestant Episcopal Church see Rigbtmyer's T/Je Episcopal C/Jurch in 
Dtfawart, 65, 66, 119-21.) Roe's name has been variously spelled; but it appears in its 
correct form, Samuel Roe, on his tombstone in the Dover, Delaware, churchyard. 
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Wednesday, 8. Rode to Purden's, calling at Caleb Furby's and D 
James'_s; at Purden's lectured on 1 Thess. iii, 6. Engaged the frien 
subscribe seven hundred weight of pork towards the meetin h di 
Barratt's. I called at Laurence Combs's, and had preaching the g J° 
the master of the house differs from us in some points. While !~ a th 

other~ are not entirely quiet; others, less in the habit of teaching :re b 
speaking, can yet disseminate their books. Y s , 
. Thursday, 9. I came to my old lodgings at Thomas White's- m; " 

preachers. We spoke further about the work of God. t 
Fridaf, ~O. This day I arranged my papers containing a brief ace 

the begmrung and progress of our divisions: it was transcribed into 
0 

by Caleb Pedicord. a 
Saturday, 11. I wrote to Mr. Gough, Mr. Lynch, and Mr. s · 

To-day the quarterly meet~g beg~s. at Caroline. I am kept in faith 
love to ~od and all ~ankmd. William Glendenning has handed 
book written by JerelJl.tah Burroughs, in the time of the comm 
upon heart-divisions, and the evil of the ti.mes:m in this work ~nw "' 
myself good arguments against our separating brethren. The Lo~~o • 
greatly carry on his work; some little wild-fire; a few disorderly w "" 
Read a volume of Mr. Wesley's Journal. · 

Sunday, _12. I preached at Edward White's on I John iv, 14-18. r 5 • 

on perfection strongly and clearly: some strangers attended. Thew 
~oes on here; but although I want rest it is no place for me to stay; r. 
1s too much company. The quarterly meeting for Kent in Maryland 
large and powerful: ~here were twelve preachers present. I am kept, 
peace of soul; expectmg my ministering brethren; that we may co • 
abou~ the work of God. Samuel Roe is going to Sussex1so-one that • 
b~ppily es?aped the separating spirit and party in Virginia, and the s 
laid for his feet;-and so also did poor William Spencer of late y • 
Eternal thanks to God l 

Monday, 13. I read Mr. Wesley's Journal. In the afternoon the preach 
came_ to CO!]Sult further about the stationing. They all agreed to my 
appomtment, except one brother; he was unwilling to go back to n· 
more, although we had no one so well qualified: on Monday evening .... 
~esday w_e met and conferred, when the judgment of the preachers,p • 
vailed against Freeborn Garrettson. We were blest in prayer with 
other. Our appointments were as follows : Kent in Maryland, Glende 

129 Heart Divisions, the Evil of our Times, by Jeremiah Burrough (1599-1646) • 
T(t~ ~ure of Chu_rdt DiYisions by Richard Baxter (1615-91). D uring the threat • 
dtv1s100 over ordmance_s Asbury arranged extracts from both books. They appearcai 
1785 as Tl,e Causes, Evds, a11d Cures of Heart and Church Divisio11.s Extractedfro11t 
W~rks of Burrougl, a11d Bax/er _by Francis Asbury, One of tl,e Bisl,~ps of the Meth 
E~~!copal Chu~c/1 •. T~e preface lS a Jetter by Asbury. (See Letters.) • _ 
.- Sussex C~u1t m Del.aware and D orset Circuit on the eastern shore were fo 
m 1780 to proV1de for the expansion of the work of the Peninsula. 
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Stephen Black, Joseph Wyatt; Kent in Delaware, Thomas Chew, 
St b. and James Cromwell; Sussex, Samuel Roe, James Martin, James 

~>-'mM-.f . Dorset, Pedicord. 
~day, 14. We parted in peace, united in heart and in.judgment, and 

. unding in love. Glory be to ·God! 
:!..i. ,Vedne~day, )5. I ended the reading of a volume of Mr. Wesley's 

-~l:.-,
8

1. giving an account of the rent made by Mr. Maxwell and Mr. 
. :- • ~{read a part of what I had transcribed upon the art of preaching. At 

.\ Joht I )]let the society, and found them more and more spiritual
, . ~oned closely-permitted some to speak: it was a solemn time. 
• • ,,,1Ifnnsday JllOrning we m:ade our plans. . . 

•r • 7':!!i1,ursday, I 6. I exammed Joseph Everett, as to his call and qualifi.ca
.: :~. his circumstances, and his knowing and loving the Methodist 

, • -~~trine: he gave full satisfaction; we, however, left the matter in suspense . » Caleb Pedicord goes down, and we shall know from him what call 
• ;li'f,.ui is in Dorset. 

• • - F. fridaY 17. A day of fasting. We all parted after much business. Samuel 
• .. ~ we;t to Sussex; the two Cromwells for the circuit, (Kent, in Dela-
• • tie;) Pedicord to _Dorset;_ myself to go through Kent and Sussex,-then 

to-fhe Jerseys, Philadelphia, and Chester. I wrote to Watters, Joshua 
• , .J)pdfey, and Micaijah Debrular. Friday, set out for Murd_erkill, 131 stopping 

jt Combs's that night. I spoke freely to the man upon his mysticism, and 
!10 the fami1y about their souls. 

. Sqturday, 18. Rode on to the chapel; Joseph Cromwell met the people 
fn class; I gave an exhortation, took down the names of the children, and 
~k~ to some of them: I desired the preachers to meet the children when 
they came along ;- an important but much~neglected duty-to the shame 

• c,f ministers be it spoken. 
'S.unday, 19. We met at the chapel; my text, Psalm lxxviii, 4-7; the 

~ple came in late; I was incommoded, but at last felt liberty; the serious 
l!~ots were much affected: Joseph Cromwell exhorted. I met the society, 
aiidgave a close exhortation. Settled the rules of the house, and appointed 

r ~ards. 
-slefonilay, 20. I went to Purdin's; spoke from I Samuel xii, 23- 25. I had 

a cloud over me all the time I was speaking; was severely tried. I was 
• humbled and solemn. 

Tuesday, 21. Rode to young Lockwood's; spoke to about one hundred 
people from 1 Chron. xiv, 11. Was much blest. Joseph Cromwell spoke 
,tnuc'h to purpose. I trust there will be a good work in this place. Rode to 
£icnard Shaw's. I was kept in much confidence in prayer-my soul was 
m!Jch drawn out after these people. My text here from Phil. iv, 8. I had 
·~t much liberty. I met the society, exhorting them, and pressing them to 
close communion with each other, and reminding them of their obligations 
Jit..;._. M , 

'J ms was urderkill Hundred, near Milford Hundred, Sussex County, Delaware, 
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to us; they appeared dee 1 se • • • ber 28 
Joseph Cromwell exhortea YMy ns1?l~ ?fit with cries and tears • 

Thursday, 23. I am mu;h ·v mm is kept very serene. •, 

390 

t?~ ~• to go into his cite!:. •:.:pct~ God. Joseph C<omwen , 
irguua, either to take char e of • o eman1a2 came up with 

great satisfactio_n in the peo;le of~~ver school, or to preach; he erne 
I have_ been waiting some time fi s_e par~ •. I went to see Mr. Lo xp 
stood it out, but I believe he . or his commg to the Lord. he c 
the adults of his family. I me~ :ow deeply engaged, and so' ue ~ -
nngleader of sedition wi'th mhan who took occasion to ab " 

· · d many ard • use 
p1tte.' forgave, and prayed for him. sayings :-he was in his • 

Frrday, 24. I rode ten miles to Mr • 
~•!Jibe"!, and the people were .ir;!;r.~ and preached on pl,il_' 
o e society, addressing them with • • Coleman exhorted l 

walk. Answered a v afii . respect to the rules d \ 
the union in v· . . ery ectionate letter from John p· an theu-uguua. mney, relatj 

Saturday, 25. We rode to Mr M ' about his undertaking a 1 f; • agaw s, and had some talk • 
being proposed as his assfs:tr the education of youth, John ~~ 

Sunday, 26. I rode to Shaw' 
hundred people, from 1 Cbron ~~}~reached with liberty to about 
pr~ached on Eph. iii, 11. Had som~' ~- In the afternoon again, at D . 
this ?eople will, and they will not. theylibeillrtr, and spoke searchingly• 
not m heart. ' w 10 appearance be reli • 0 

1 

Monday, 27. I rode down to J ' us g:i • 
24-26. I had life, and some appe::-es s, f and preached from Proi 
~1000 ~r. Magaw preached an exce:cet o effect produced. In the 
is-our life shall appear, then shall we ef sermon on, "When Christ 
. Tuesday, 28. l preached at J W a ~o appear with him in glory,, 
m Christ he is a new creature~~-h yatt s on the~e words: "If any m, -., 
many spake of the. goodness ~f G:~ ~t much liberty. I met the sol:i 
strong Churchman I a k . . • went to lodge with Mr S .. Th · m ept m faith • lDl 

. ursday, 30. I have peace of mind • ._I 
L1verson's, on Prov. xxviii 13 14· h d~~ t_he love of God. I preached ' ' , a ivme help. I found some si.Jn 

in John Coleman (1758-18 6) had withdrawn fro 1 was a proteg6 of Deverea 

i:~t"i,.:::iu u:.,:t j';'~:"!} :~.%.r8l--sS)'."' J~: ... ';:. • 
to the Rev Jotd1~ ~011nty, Virginia, written by Himr~/~ere11x J.allaff, Rec1or of 
was establishe~ a: ~man. DDuring his association w1th ~~~r,e~ t Letters addr~ 
Captain Charles Rid ~ver, . claware. Coleman married Pl an ~gaw :1II ae;ad 
Garrison Church, 5~f: ~gely: Old Brick Cll11rclles of M~ur~G~~~All·' meco 

133 
This was a sborten;d f, ~•op.cit., 323.) • •• en~ 

Brady and th s· orm ,or St. Jones near D • )' 243· Ledn e ipple families opened their'h ovey, Delav,are, where lhe y,titf 
' um, op. cit., 347.) omes for preaching. (Hallman, op.;, 
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. people here, but very ignorant of true ,eligion. I n,.et class, and 

vcd two disorderly walkers: 1 hope they will reform. I rode to Mr. 
iaa who desired my company: I talked and prayed with him, and 

""II. 
00 

to the Cross Roads.1"~ I here met n1any of my friends, among 
tJu:ee hundred attentive people, to whoDl I spoke upon Matt. iii, 

1 
~ope good will be done here. I rode to Blackstown,m where l met 

0

~e hundred and thirty people, and spoke on "Take heed to your-

-

, some of them were greatly engaged. Lewis Alfrey has been made 
il)g to these people; their number is increased, and they purpose 

~ g a chapel. Y .~trJd19' December 1. I rode to Scotten's. Here they have been dis-
-~ in preaching, having had but two sermons this last quarter; the 

.. C-~,..,e was that they did not attend.: they are not as steady as they 
._-,· ilol!k1 i,e. Th• day I rode to Richard Shaw's being da,np, I caught cold. 

. •fl!AVC suffered loss in my mind. ·.: Sat111daY, 2. Rode to Fatad's, and although it snowed, there came to• 
~~et about thirty people: preaching was a blessing to them. 

. · .~Y, 3. Rode to the chapel :137 the weather was so bad that not more 
• · "lllaiithirty people attended; having a sore throat l spoke with difficulty. 
b'Aftk.meeting I went •to Mr. Emory's.138 Monday, I was bled. I rode fo 

. _.)enjamin Blaclciston's, but found _myself unfit to speak. Leaving Mr. 
- .~leman I went on to Black's, fearing my throat would be worse: I was 
· .. ~ - A useful letter from my trusty friend, Robert Furness,

130 

came 
t~ 111c-; I have also received one from Pedicord, giving an account of the 

· wp!k in Dorset. ,.. ~Wednesday, 6. Rode twelve miles to Jarratt's, to preach the funeral of 
:Bilward Collins : for about eighteen months past he has attended our 
pteaching; was convinced of sin, but had never joined us; in death was 
blesl with the peace of God, departing in the faith. I spoke on these words, 
of J!ccles. ix, 10: "Whatsoever thy hand :findeth to do, do it with-thy 

"lM At.this time Dr. Robert Cook Jived in Greensboro, Caroline County, M~land, 
His ~t wife was one of the tluee daughters of Judge Thomas White. Lednum says 
f!!at'they lived a little below Smyrna. Delaware; but Asbury locates them in Dover. 
(L.ednum. op. cit., 270; see JourlliJI entries for May 25, 1801, and April 29, 1803.) 

IA This was the Duck Creek Cross Roads, the present Sroyrna, Delaware. 
~ )3lackislon's Comer or Crossroads is southwest of Clayton, Kent County, Dela

wue, and apptoximately three miles from the Maryland line. (Beers: Atlas of the State 
-'Of Delaware, 5; i.ednum, op. cit., 317.) 

in This was Blackiston Chapel. 
IA -This probably was the hoine of the parents of John Emory, who later became a 

b141iop, In 1790 Spaniard's Neck Methodist Episcopal Church was erected in the 
presenl village of ::Burrsville. (Emory: Queen Anne' s County, Mary/01ld, 235, 447; 

Lcdnum, op. cit., 328.) m R?bert Furness, keeper of an ordinru:Y at New Castle, Dela.ware, "was a man of 
detel!'uned purpose and great force of character. At his home the first Methodist 
~tings were held." (Scharf; History of Delaware, II. 868.) 
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might." I was ill able to speak on account ofmy throat; but was bl \! 
the people, among whom were some strangers, hearkened dili . • 
have been in greater heaviness lately, than for some months past ~ 
is much humbled. • . !r 

Thursday, 7. This is a day appointed for prayer and thaolcsgi· •· 
the government: I intend to improve it for the Church and States ~ 
cause of thankfulness have we that there has not been a famine ~f 
~nd water, and the word of Go_d; that every place has not been ae( 
m blood r and what cause to praise God, that hundreds have been b • 
to the Lord, year after year, in these times of trouble! r~ 

Friday, 8. Was under dejection. Read thirty chapters of Isaiah R~i 
Benjamin Dill's-had about forty people: was much led out to.spJn 
the poor. Fasted, and intended to spend great part of the night in p;¾·T 
but I felt weak through want of rest. I spent better than an hour in (! . 
prayer and was much blest, having my soul divinely filled with love ~ 
I lay down. Rose about five o'clock in better health: passed some " 
ferve~t pra?"e:r for the whole work-the preachers and people. T • 
I_Iask1~s•~0 1s a young man of _Iea~ng, and has been studying the• 
like William Spencer, he has given 1t up for grace and divinity. Glon, 
to God! I believe the Lord has called Thomas Haskins for a preacht 
was convinced in Dover some months ago. • 

Saturday, 9. I praise my God; I have great peace of soul. . 
Sunday, 10. I went to Mr. Thorne's churchiu and heard Mr. Tho · 

~e preached a good sermon on the passion of our Lord, on, "Whom 
mg not see~, !e love;" the pe~ple ~eemed very solemn. I preached 
Edward White s-was much assisted m speaking on, "Happy art th~ 
Jsrae~!" 7:hese people do grow in grace: four or five of them proff 
sanctification- this I know, that they are very spiritual. • • 

Monday, 1 I. I have faith, and am kept in life and the spirit of pea: 

140 Thomas Haskins (1760-1816) was born near Preston, Catoline County • 
land. 1:° 1780 while studying law in Dover, Delaware, be was converted W:dcr~ 
preaching of Freeborn Garrettson. In his widowed mother's home the society, 
forme~ which in 1785 erected Frazier Flats Chapel, the second Methodist m 
place LD Caroline County. It later united with the Preston chUICb. Hask.in's if • 
(178~6) _was ~allowed by mapy years of service as a local preaclier in Philadel 
puring t_h1s period he became a business partner of Colonel Caleb North. 'Fbey.t 
m establishing the Charter Fund Society. (Joumal of Thomas Haskins, Novem 
1782; September 28, 1783; October 30, 1784; May 3 1785. Library of eon
Manuscript Division; Lednum, op. cit., 265, 356, 357.) ' 

m The Mispillion ChUICh, Sydenham Thome, incumbent, was westward sooie;,, 
tance from the site of the present Milford, Delaware. For refusing to observe.fast · 
and_ to ceas_e praying for the royal family, he was not permitted to exercise bis-ful! _·· 
fess1on durwg the Revolution. In 1787 be built a dam for a gristmill and sawmilliat 
ford on Tumbling Run, hence the name Milford. (Turner : Some Records of S 
County,-Delaware, 241; Delaware; a Guiae to the First State 208 • Rigbtm.yer, op.-.· 
66, 67.) ' ' - •. • 
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trary principles, that I fear no lasting good will be done. "A doubt 
minded man is unstable in all his ways." From Boyer's I went to 
Moore's,14" and met with a people I had not seen for more than 
months: we mutually rejoiced to see each other. Blessed be God, my so 
~~in~~ . 

Broad Creek, Saturday, 30. While I was preaching, I was seized With 
putrid sore throat; the attack was violent. Sabbath day, I took physic, 
applied two blisters that drew kindly; afterward put one on the back · 
my neck, and another behind the ear; had some blood taken from 
arm, and some from the tongue; and it pleased kind Providence to reli 
me sooner than I expected. I desire to give thanks to God for patience an 
resignation. 

m There were several Moore families in the Broad Creek Society. George Moo 
name appems in the General Minutes between the years 1780 and 1792. (Lednum, 
c_it., 257.) 



CHAPTER TEN 

Delaware 
January l-4, 178 I. Pain I Pain! Pain I 5th, found myself considerably 

8JJ,lended, so that I sat up and did a little business. 
Sunday, 7. The weather was rainy, so I st~yed in the house: this is the 

)CC<)nd dumb Sabbath I have had; to this I could not submit were I not 
infirm, 

Wednesday, 10. I rose with a sense of God upon my heart. I preached 
to many people at George Moore's, on the great salvation: my hearers 
appeared to be very stupid. The family where I lodged was a prayerless 
family; and if ministers (so called) can themselves visit without calling 
the household together for that purpose, it is not to be wondered at that 
there are so many without family prayer: lying in bed till sunrise, and 
drinking a dram after they are up, are, perhaps, the circumstances most 
prominently remembered of their clerical guests. 

Thursday, 11. Preached in Quaker-Town :1 from thence, being invited 
and pressed by Mr. Thomas Rodney,2 I went to Lewes; found the court
house crowded, to whom I preached on 2 Cor. v, 13- 15. 

1 Quakertown was between Westcott Corner and Lewes. In turn it later became 
})J:ettymanville and Westcott Corner. 

1 This was probably Thomas Rodney (1744-1811), brother of Governor Caesar 
Rodocy. His career as a jurist included being a member and speaker of the Delaware 
1.ss;embly, chief justice of Kent County, delegate to the Continental Congress, and 
Umted States judge for the territory of Mississippi. In 1775 he was a member of the 
Committee of Safety and was a colonel in the Revolutionary War. (Natio11al Cyclo
PMia of American Biography, I, 479.) 
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Lord's day, 14. Being rainy, we had only about one hundred and tw;· 
serious people at the place appointed. The people here are much • · 
gentle than they were a twelvemonth past. We have a society of. 
than twenty members, some of whom have found the Lord; but r ~ · 
for ignorance of God and religion, the wilds and swamps of Delaw ~ 
exceed most p~ts of America with which_ I have bad any acquainfaii "' 
however, God 1s able of these stones to raise up children unto Abr . ~ 

Monday, 15. Rose early; spent my usual time in retirement. Proa 
to about one hundred and fifty people at Strad1ey's; I find their preju 
abated, although the work on their hearts is not deep. My sot1J en· 
peace; I was led out in prayer for the whole work of God, the circuifl},,, 
the preachers; this I do every morning as my :first worJc. I have a sen~er. 
God on my heart, and am sensible of the danger of falling; and what g 
or harm may I do, as I am faithful or unfaithful ! 

I ha~e be~n in heaviness, bu~ I tru~t I am kept from sin. Indeed, I be~ · 
Satan 1s domg all he can to discredit the work of God that is carried · 
through our instrumentality, because he envies our success. It appears . 
be high market day among every denomination of people; availing the' 
selves of the work, they are labouring to detach those who would 
members from our society. 

Thursday, 18. I called on the widow F., who had lately lost her husbi!A~ 
He was a constant hearer of us, and as constantly resisted the doc. ,' 
~e heard, and could not b~a~ the chapel so nea~ him: he sickened and <fi!ll 
In a short space; was delirious most of the time he was ill. What w 
remarkable, and awfully so, was, that his little son, of whom he 
passionately fond, and on whom he frequently called, in his delirium, 1 
go with him, went and hanged himself about the time his father died• 
they went into eternity nearly together, and were laid out and buried: 
the same time. This awful circu.mstance was the means of awaken.in.ii ' 
stubborn son, who is now seeking the Lord. How wonderfl!l are the way; 
of God I He takes away a child to awaken a father, or removes a fathe!" 
convince a child. 

Friday, 19. I conversed with T. C., whom I visited under afiliction abo~ 
a year ago: he then had an humble confidence of his acceptance with 0-o, 
and a firm persuasion that God would save him from all sin. In the cou,a 
of his sickness he became somewhat delirious, and yielded to a sugg~~ 
that it was all delusion: he began to set in order his temporal affairs; bu 
in about eight days there was a change in his disorder of body and mm.cl-; 
his confidence in God returned; he professed that God had saved .: -
from all sin, and he appears to be always alive to God. · 

Sunday, 21. Mr. Magaw preached at Barratt's chapel, and was assist : 
by Mr. Thome in the administration of the Lord's supper: it was agracio "' 
time, and I hope it was not received in vain. · , 

Monday, 22. On ]Ily way to Andrew Purdin's I came on a race ground 

4t 

.~ .. ; Pennsylvania 
~~ • •' • • and I rejoice to hear that the work 
, .Z~• , . $at11rday, 10. !v!Y sou1 en~~ys pea~e, the Jerseys. My old friends here in 

~~~l~hid: e~;;~:~ f:vin~
1 t;i:1; ~ut they ar~ not united as they ought 

"to be. 

, Lednum, op. cit., 266, 267, 317. 
1 0

- was first called Goshen, 
, / The Valley Meeting House in iihes_terl~ rtyd t=~ :.~~ as Grove. The society 
fSee fy{ay 6, 1773.) It became V~ ey m Ha}man (see August 9, 1783) and Daniel 
was formed in 1769 or 1770, with George 0 t fits origins written by Joseph 

, Metedith (see July 6, 1792) as the leaders. An ~ccou;G~ove·c hmch' (Reeves; Method• 
~eredith, grandson of Daniel, is in therostsSl~~r°october 7 1781: August 25, 1782; 
P>fsri, In and Around Chester; see Journa en ~i;s . 

2 1804
. A~gust 7 1805.) 

..., July 3, 1787; July 7, 1792; August 22, 1800, une., , . • 
• The Honorable Caesar Rodney was governor of Delaware. 
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lest we ~h~uld get the good will of the people, and we should join th 
our societies. 

Sunday, 30. Under great weakness of body. 
Wednesday, October 3. I began to amend. I am kindly and co 

ably entertained by Mrs. Grace,•1 an old disciple; first awakened by 
Whitefield, afterward convinced by reading Mr. Wesley's sermon 
Falling from Grace; and now a fast friend and member of our soci 

Sunday, 7. Preached at the Valley preaching house, on the ,,, 
salvation," to an attentive people, with some animation. From then 
rode to Benson's preaching house," where there was a great gatberiXJ 
people, like a quarterly meeting. 

It is with difficulty I observe my morning and evening hour of re 
ment; I am, however, kept in constant peace. 

Tuesday, 9. I preached at E. Jones's0 to about a hundred people. 
I met with Isaac Rawlings,6° mischievous and disappointed: having 
ated himself, he charges us with casting him off, and spares not his 8 
abuse on conference and preachers: fallen; deceitful, self-deceiving ~ 
leave thee to God and thy own conscience. 

Friday, 12. Came to Philadelphia-found the people serious, Jo 
and lively. The s9ciety here appears to be in a better state than they, 
been in since the British army was here. 

Sunday, 14. I had some comfortable sensations in speaking on John 
14. Our congregations are large, and I hope for a revival of the wo 
amongst us. I heard two good sermons at St. George's. I gave them ap 
discourse at night at St. George's, on l John i, 8, 9. 

Tuesday, 16. I enjoy peace; but I soon grow tired of the city. There 
a deepening of the work in. some souls; but I feel the religion of ofp' 
evaporates in talk. -

Thursday, 18. I left the city of Philadelphia. In the evening I visit 
German woman in distress for her soul. We spent an hour in prayer; .. 
God set her at liberty. Next day I returned to the city; and on Sabb 
day, the 21st, we had a love feast. I attended the Episcopal church 
twice. Our own house was crowded. The work of God appears stiµ, 
revive amongst us; and I trust the society increases in grace as well, • 

0 See note under May 23, 1776. 
" Preaching began about 1774 in Uwchlan township, Chester County, Peonsylvarila 

and a society was formed near the Little Eagle. Here Benson's Chapel was erecie<l 
J 781. It is no longer in existence. 

" Jones lived at Hopewell Forge near the surviving Hopewell Church. 
io Rawlings (also spelled Rollins) had been a preacher but located in 1782. Ffe, 

on the Chester Circuit with Pilmoor in 1773. (See Minutes.) I:Ie was thrown from a hotlt 
and killed in 1783. (See Journal entry under August 5, 1783. Futhey and Cope: Hist 
of Clzester County, 280.) • 

61 Asbury usually attended St. Paul's Church although he may have gone to 
Church on Second Street above Market. • 
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, •. VANIA October 25, 1781 . 
~sYL the citizens the spirit of politics has, in 

. (iJJlbers. Atnong too ~a: ~f irit of religion. We have come to a con~ 
~·le or in part, eat;n ou luroei of Mr. Wesley's Sermons. 
Q! nn· t the 1our vo 

'::IDi.:.t....i'rnn to P 

Delaware 
.-,'1 •• 
;=sa, 1 eeting at Cloud's chapel. 1 

....,, ~ • rsday, 25, Attende_d the q~::~~:r/~nd people. James Barton/a a 
. : "'~ xnyself sweetly um~eddst\P his testimony that God was amongst 

'l"un t,er among Frzen ' ore • . • blic spea,,. . , 
JU . e are employed in marking Baxter s 

.- ~ turday, 27. My ~n!e!vals,,of tun rid ent, which may some day see 
:1;,!!:_ for Church D1v1s10ns, for Gab d tgmo know whether I ought to go to 
"l,iµ<> u1 • drawn out to O din f the 
• light. My s~ 15 . if ossible, to prevent the sprea g ~ 
rirgµua this winter, lD order,k l . pulses or revelations-the v?1ce ~f 
~ of division: I do not loot ci~~~:stances will determine me 1n ~s 

_,. JDY brethren and concur~e~nwilling to go with roe: I fear bis speaking 
~ioatter. HarIY6'. seems t~ i: the city has been, or will be, injurious; he bas 

., :tO JllUCh to white peop . ed . 
~n flattered, and may 2~e r:d~ an application to a discourse delivered 

,. Wilmington, Sunday, • tt ded the word, while I enlarged on 
1",another. At Newcastle many a en 
iiatt. vii, 7. We had twelve preachers, and about ~IJ.e 

Saturday, November 3. . This evening our quarterly meetmg 
tb'ousand people at quarterly ~~et~ng~d dealt with fidelity one with the 

' conference ~egan. 'i: sc~::.i~: p:eachers but my consenting to go t~ 
. oilier. Nothing wou sa .Yes to be eat movings among the people, 

"'ifmnia. There appear, at tnn , f d'gr' line among the preachers and 
~ o-- t be a slackness o 1sc1p 
but ther~ see1;11s O the work will be injured. 
them; this evil must be cured, or I h e been engaced in troublesome 

,},f onday, 12. For some days past av o 

business. . . mind. I want to be gone, for I am 
Saturday, 17. I am agitated in ;r;:to the.south. I have often observed, 

persuaded my call for the presen b 'milarly circumstanced, that the 
as others doubtless have, who have een s1 d h the ground for a 

. ed f Robert Clou w o gave • 
u Cloud's Chapel, originally nan_i 17~~ It is now Chester-Bethel and is located lD 

}pg chapel was changed to Bethel ~ • r the state highway 261. Aaron Mat-
" Delaware just below the Pennsyllv~tfi;te(~~no~. op. cit., Intro., xv, xvi, and 58; 

son was a trustee of the chape Ill • 
]lefaware a Guide to the First S tate, 421.) 

.. See ioumal entry fo~ April 11 , 1776d lin companion of Asbury, Wbatco.at, 
.. .. "Black Harry" Hosier, preacher an trave d g kard but was reclaimed. He died 
Coke, and Freeborn Garrettson, lat~:r b~aroe ~ ru: (See William Colbert's Journal; 
ln Philadelphia in 1&10 and was buned in Kensmro try and note for June 29, 1780; 
Coke's Jourltlll, 46, 47, 49, 91, 118, 149;hmJourrui ~~ g9-92) 
Lednum, op. cit., 281', 282, 410, 4ll; Boe 'op. c, ·, • 
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NEW JERSEY A 

In G ugust 7 , ermantown•o there came , 
amined our passes; he treated n a ?entleman or the committee • 
the law required: brother Tunnel~'w1th great politeness, and told and c 
was not, because I had not th . s pass was pronounced valid. bus W 

counti_es tbro~gh which I h;;
1rr::J:~ ?Vhe proper_authorlti~tin: 

necessity of this. Here appeared to b • pleaded ignorance the 
brother Everett with clubs and ·t e the secret-the mob had bee of, Uie 
of their superiors; they fou~d h ' l was supposed, under the con ? ~ 
law: the work of God ros e; owev~r,. that h~ was qualified accorDJ·Yall•. 
offence to unfriendly muup·. pt s, and, it is possible, this is the real ding to 

~ s~ ~-~aturday, 7. Rested from bli 1 $ 

ing and writing pu c abours, and spent some t1·m . . o. 
• e1nr~ 

Sunday, 8. Preached to a ve a . . 
five hunru:ed people: there appeirsgt! b~:gregation, consisting of four or 

. The pnests of all denominations, Dut~~ospect of g~od among them. 
much ~!armed at our success. some o and English, appear to ~ 
the Episcopal ministers are th~ most q:~~e o~enly, others more secrefly• 

Saturd~y, 14. I came to New Mills at an some ?f these are friendJyr-: 
Penny Hill. I passed through Mon ter preaching at Hunt's« and 
h?ld • .., Here lived that old saint of c%°dut~d Upper and Lower Free,. 
his reward a few years ago. • ' am Tennent,•• who went to 

Pennsylvania • 
I . • 

. Monday, 16. After preaching at Mount H ~' 
hon, I rode, very unwell and unde d ~lly to a crowded congrega• 

o This was Germantown in Hunterd:n eep exercJSes of mind, to Philade[ .hii 
tib~ryMd~ubUess preached in the homo o~~• N~v Jersey, the present leb!on.~ . 
~1s click nlso. It seems that Melick Ma. Gurtdfratley. and probably in that of . 

er became Methodists "creat' ' JOr O cy Rinehart and M H ,. 
the society built a chapel 'on Ja~r: ;trgreat u~roar in the (Dutch{ church ~\n ~ 
:;~\~t~nntohwn(SMethodis~ Church an:;~0~!1

~1;::s:!~ntly. the beginni!'g of uii 
urc • nell, op. c1t., 481 482 · M . . origm of the Faumont Ot 

14, 15; Lednum, op. cit., 331; Jour~a/ e~t:ryo;ot. :r.1~~~6,rs/ Century of Himterdon Cou,.,,, · 
,1 Th' • ' ' r wv , 1806) ·-,,· 

is setviceseems to have been in H . • . J 
to~ Tewksbury, and Fairmont. unterd0n County m the vicinity of New German. 

bury probably preached at Hunt's • h . , '. 
an industry known as Hunt's Mills was I m w at ,s now Clinton, New JeISey wb •• 
m~~u~h Chounty on his way from Clinton~:~~~ ~Wpassed from Hunterdon inr~ M'oT.·. 

ree old was also called Monm s. " 
and the scene of the Battle of M outh. ~twas the county seat of Monmouth County • .. 
Freehold, and Lower Freehold w onmour 1. Upper Freel1old was fifteen miles lfum . 
h~~d were post t~ 1~QS and still ext~~:. township of the county. Englishtown and Free, . 

The Rev. Wilham Tennent (1705-77) •• r the Ten1:1ent church for over forty-three ~~: the n~t~ pastor of Old Scots Cburclt • 
• 1777. HIS church now o¥er tw h d Y • He d1ed 1n the old parsonage on Mft-i. • 

the • • · ·' . o un red YeJU'S old d """'-I region, 1s still m eXJstence about three mil' f an one of the most famous i.it , 
es rom Freehold. (Wainright, et. alJ • 
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-,~enty miles. I have preached seventeen ti.mes, and ridden above two 
;Olldred miles in the last two weeks. I think God will do great things in 
die Jerseys: the prospect is pleasing, East and West 46 

, Saturday, 21. I received two letters from Virginia which gave me great 
..i.: • nsolation; the divisions there are much abated; the work revives: the 

~cbers are in health and well received. 
P SundaY, 22. After preaching on the Christian graces, I visited Mr. 
M. w-, who opened himself to me on matters of religion with free
dolll• I went to St. Paul's; and to my great surprise, in. comes my old 
friend Barton.48 He was brought up a Churchman, and was awakened 
without human means: observing that ministers and members in that 

~ Cburch were dead and careless, and .finding some living testimonies 
8.Dlong Friends, be was induced to join them, and thus adhered, for twenty 

• ears, becoming a public speaker among them. He is now jealous for the 
h,rd's ordinances; he says he could never fully give them up, and must 
.now come to the Methodists. 

Monday, 23. I began begging for the society, that we might, if possible, 
relieve our preaching house from the incumbrance of ground-rent. I 
soon got about £270 subscribed.47 

Tuesday, 24. I think the Pennsylvanians are, in general, as ignorant of 
real religion as any people I have been. amongst: when the power is lost 
where the forms were never cherished, the downright ignorance of the 

.heathen, who have only heard of Christ, .is the necessary consequence. 

Delaware 
Saturday, 28. Preached in Thoroughfare Neck~8 (twenty miles) and then 

~returned to Joseph Wyatt's, and preached with liberty; thence I hastened 
on to Dover, and at six o'clock delivered my third discourse, making a 
journey of forty miles: we know not what we can do until we try. 

.~ Sunday, October 6. I preached in White's new chapel for the first time:0 

' it is one of the neatest country chapels the Methodists have on the whole 
continent. My subject was Haggai ii, 9: "In this place will I give peace." 

Tuesday, 22. I have had large congregations in several counties of the 
Hl$tory of Monmoutl, County, II, 453-56; Historic Roadsides In New Jersey, 70; Myers: 
Slory of New Jersey, II, 250.) 

"The reference is to the designation of East and West Jersey. There were two circuits. 
'"See note under April 11, 1776. 
" This was for St. George's Church in Philadelphia. 
" Methodism began in Thoroughfare Neck, between Smyrna Creek and Appo

quincamink Creek, New Castle County, in 1779. On this visit Asbu.ry may have preached 
in the newly erected Friendship Chapel, made of cedar logs from New Jersey. (Lednum, 
op. cit., 258, 351; Hallman, op. cit., 121, 251.) 
. " This chapel was erected in 1780 on the farm of Judge White, Mispilllon Hundred, 
Kent County. Although Asbury had raised an initial subscription for the chapel, he 
!las preaching in it for the first time. 
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States of Delaware and Maryland, and have been humbled before,; 
Lord that so many people should come to hear such a poor wo·rm 
am; if any good has been done by my poor labours, to God the Lora 
all the glory. I am this day in Dorset circuit, and have preached for 
first time to about three hundred hearers. ,,. ;;. 

Saturday, 26. Quarterly meeting at Thomas Airey's ;50 the first day • 
about five hundred people, (though rainy,) and I had life, and light 
liberty in speaking to them. ' "' 

Lord's day, 27. We met at seven o'clock; the people spoke with -· 
life and simplicity: at noon it was supposed there were not less than twcl,i' 
hundred people, to whom I spoke with Divine aid from the latter part 
the eighth chapter of Mark's Gospel. Attended quarterly meeting. 
Barratt's chapel. I was greatly afflicted in mind; I could not accomp • 
my plan, to send preachers to the backwoods, where they are gr~ 
wanting. I have been counselled not to leave the peninsula; this advia, J" 
shall not follow. , ,f!, • 

Saturday, November 16. I have been employed in making large e~ 
from Baxter and Burroughs on Church Divisions :61 I think every ~ 
and Christian ought to read these works. ''• 

Monday, December 2. My soul is kept in constant peace, and shall mae 
her boast in the Lord under all her trials. 

Virginia 
Sunday, 8. Preached to a wild, hardened people at the Old Church, in : 

King and Queen county. In the evening spoke at Stedman's. My sp~ 
bas been clothed in sackcloth since my coming into this state; my ho~'. 
begin to revive. "• 

Wednesday, 11. I rode to Williamsburg-formerly the seat of gov~;,. 
ment, but now removed to Richmond; thus the worldly glory is dep• 
from it; as to Divine glory, it never had any. I preached in James®': 
court house. The place has suffered and is suffering: the palace, the fu, 
racks, and some good dwelling-houses burnt. The capitol is no . 
building, and is going to ruin; the exterior of the college not splendid,,ff 
but few students; the Bedlam-house is desolate, but whether because.non 
are insane, or all are equally mad, it might, perhaps, ·be difficult to _ . 

Sunday, 22. We bad a solemn time at the great preaching house J)l 
Nansemond county. ~ · 

Tuesday, 24. I rode through Suffolk. Alas ! for these O/iverian ~es-:-' 
most of the houses here, except the church, are destroyed, or more~ 
less injured. •• 

60 Probably Thomas H. Airey, a relative of Henry Airey, who according to the _f7~ 
census of Dorchester County also resided near Cambridge, Maryland. (]3rwnbaugh;._ 
Maryland Records, II, 109.) 

a See Jouma/ entry and note for November 23, 1780. 
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generally morning and evening, and I trust the seed sown will .' 
be lost, 

SWJday, 31. In the evening I thought it necessary to put th ,1 

examination whether they were Christians or not. I spoke on 2e~ 1 
15.23 I was very much led out; a _power went forth, and I hopes n: 
good was done. OillC 

Monday, September 1. Left the city, and spent some time t , 
Woglom'sZI (?) in reading the additional works of Mr. Fletcher a 
. Wednesday, 3. My soul is serene. I find it expedient to spend~ 
m prayer for myself alone; and an hour each morning and evening ti 
the preachers and people. 

New Jersey 
Thursday, 11. At Mount Holly15 I had more people than I ex:peotec( 

Friday, I rode a .long, barren way to the Forks of Egg Harbour.1• • 
Sunda!, 14. I mjured myself by speaking too long and too loud. I 

seven miles, got wet, had poor _lodgings, with plenty of mosquitoes,;~ 
da)'., poorly as I was, I had to nde seventeen miles, and spoke while 1 • 
a_ high fever on me. I laid me down on a plank-hard lodging this 
sick man. 

Tuesday, 16. Rode fifteen miles; could hardly preach: my sub~ 
yesterday and to-day we~e, Paul to Titus jj, 2-12, and 1 Peter iv, 1~ .... 

.s~nday, 21. I had a wild chas~:lirst, to New Englandtown; ~.IJt 
numster had warned the people agamst hearing us :i1 thence to Coh 
here Mr. Vantull had appointed to preach at the same hour althou 
appoin~ent had been given out some time before ; arriving, hO' 
before him, I preached in the court house-and cleared out· those 
remained met with hard blows. ' ~ 

28 There is no such verse. The text may have been 2 Cor. 13, 5. ,', 
.. Asbury probably stayed with Abraham Woglom on the south shore of. 

Island or with Mr. Ward on the east shore. 
" Mount Holly is in Burlington County, New Jersey, • , ;1. 
"Asbury was now in Atlantic County, where Egg Harbor City is located. 

doubtless preached in the old Presbyterian church known as Clark's Mill 
~~use, in P<;>rt ~u~lic. The Metho<!lst church now there probably stexns from Aa 
v1~t. The mileage ~ dicates that the bishop also preached at Blackman's Meeting 
built by P.resbyterians at Cedar :Bridge where Zion's Methodist Church in 
town now stands. Methodism in both .Bargainstown and Tuckahoe stelllll from 
visit. {Heston's Annals, I, 180-85.) • • 

., See Asbury's letter to Wesley dated September 20, 1783. 
~• New Englandtown was a village of Fairfield township, Cumbe.rland, 

Bridgetown. Cohansey was the present Bridgetown. There was a "free ch 
~ y•s Landing in which Asbury may have preached in this ten-day preaching 
m South Jersey. (Gordon: Gaze leer of New Jersey 108 197 • Storv of the First Mi 
Church, Bridgeton, 4; Wilson: The Jersey Shore,' I, 188.) ' 
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• ~ ·"' nda , 22. In the evening at Salem;29 a number of Friends attended, 
' .!f O r/serious. Here a few of our scattered people have attempted to 
;. 'f!.':dwe house of worship, but found themselves too weak to accomplish 

•• " \1e~ applied to some oftbe people, called Quakers, for as~istance, who 
~ .. ft. cribed liberally;_ the matte! was t~ed ov~r, as I am informe?, ~~ 

. ~ quarterly meeting; when 1t was obJected, that we spoke for hire; 
. ":"";;as answered, "No-it was only for a passing _supp_ort,"-:-so there was 
lnsent given that Friends who were free to do 1t, mtght give. 

' 

.:. 1· . "",:; , 
-~·~ I --1.._ 

Delaware 
• • C 
. Passed through Philadelphia, and came on Saturday, the twenty-
" venth to Dover, where I preached at nine o'clock on the Sabbath day, 
:d at Barratt's chapel at three o'clock. 
"',Tfzursday October 2. I preached at Queen Anne's chapel,80 where a 

. • considerabl~ number attended, and whe~e many profess religion. 
·Friday 3. Preached at Anderson's,31 m Kent county, to a large com

pany ~d was much assisted. Of late l have been greatly subject to 
~atjection and glo?miness of ~d, _which I have been ready to attribu:e 
to ~xcessive exercise, and the dnnking of tea and coffee: I mean to quit 
the use of these for a season, and see what effect this will produce. 
..,.Saturday, IL I found some faithful people at brother Joseph Hartley's, 

in 4'albot. Here I met with brother Garrettson, and heard him speak 
wjthpleasure: we spent the evemng together at Mr. Benson'sa:i in reading, 
conversation, and prayer. 
: Swulay, 12. We had about five hundred people at the Bay side.8a I find 

~tlie prejudices of the people in Talbot County grow weaker: and there is 
• Salem, New Jersey, was settled by the first English emigrants to West Jersey. 

Daniel Ruff introduced Methodism in 1774; and the first society was formed in the 
!louse of John Murphy, a Presbyterian. Benjamin Abbot.twas converted and baptized 
llcre. Henry Ffirth and John McClaskey, who later became a preacher, were early con
.mu; and Ffirth was one of the builders of the church here mentioned by Asbury. 
~bbott formed a society at Quinton's Bridge, three miles from Salem, in the home of 

_ • lldojamin Weatherby in 1781 or 1782. (Atkinson, op. cit., cb. xi.) 
.. this was Dudley's Meeting House near Sudlersville. Because it so far surpassed 

other ~ Methodist places of worship, some gave it the more dignified title, Queen 
· , ~ Anne's Chapel. (Lednum, op. cit., 379; Emory, op. cit., 568-71.) 

•'b fames Moat Anderson, M.D. (1752-1820), was educated at tho University of 
~F.dinburgb. He achieved a reputation enjoyed by few other people in the neighborhood 

' ~ of Chestertown, Maryland. He was conscientious and eminently pious, and in early 
YoUtb he united with the Methodist Episcopal Church and wore the white lawned stock 
llDd broad-brimmed bat so characteristic of the leaders of that sect. (Cordell: Medical 

·• ,w,,,ab of Maryland, 1799-1899, 302: Tire Methodist Magazine, XI, 135.) 
• Brigadier-General Perry Benson, of the Maryland Line of the Continental Army, 

llved at SL Michaels, Maryland. 
• This was Bayside Chapel, near the present Wittman in Talbot County, Maryland. 



448 DELA WARE October]~, 

some revival of religion among them. I preached on Heb. ill, 12-14 
that was formerly full of pride and contempt for religion, ran to ~ 
while I was speaking, and lay there till after sermon. She went home · 
I trust of a wounded conscience. I crossed the ferry to Cambridge.• 

Wednesday, 15. Met brothers Joseph Wyatt and Leroy Cole at j 
McKeel's, and our spirits were refreshed together. I am happy • 
often something unwell. I have great liberty in preaching and in ~ra 
feel nothing contrary to love to God and all mankind. Bless the.Lor,1, 
~~! -~ 

Thursday, 23. I enjoy much peace with God, although I am left to, 
alone. But God is with me. 0 healthful sickness, blessed pain, if the 
supports I I am now beside the Chesapeake Bay, here Calvert and . 
lie opposite to each other; eight years ago, when going down the· 
little thought I of the great things God was about to do for both 8 

Saturday, 25. Our quarterly meeting began at Kane's barn. Our.-1 
feast was large, powerful, and lively; we had very sensible tokens -ol 
goodness of God. Here is a blessed work of God among a people who 
once brutish and wicked. 

Tuesday, 28. I had to hasten away to _John Phoebus's, sixteen milC\ 
perform the funeral rites of William Wright," a native of IrelantL 
began to preach about three years ago: last conference he was . 
as a travelling preacher, and appointed to Annamessex circuit, where 
laboured very faithfully. From the best accounts we are warranted 
believing that he died happy in God. We had a solemn time at O\.U:'. 

ing, and I hope the impressions ma~e will be lasting. I want to feel 
live the holiness I preach to others; and this I might do, were I 
diligent in watchfulness and prayer:- God will always help those wlfo 
all they can to help -themselves. 

Sunday, November 2. There were few at Captain Downing's whc 
began to speak, but before I had done preaching we had a conside 
company; thence we returned to Melvin's,5• where I enforced Luke~ 
to a few people. The word was made a blessing to the woman of the b'o 
who went with 'us weeping to quarterly meeting. Our love feast ~ 
life and power, although there were not so many and clear testimonies-
in Dorset. ~ 

Riding leisurely to brother Farley's, I missed my road, and stoppe' . 
a poor man's house; so poor that the furniture within was not, pe -
worth twenty shillings; the woman listened to me with great atten -.. 
while I spoke to her about her soul: after praying with her and .. ., 

"" This was William Wright, the first American Methodist itinerant to die. Tho• 
that at the time .no obituaries were pri.nted in the conference Minutes accounts Co~ 
meager information concerning him. (Hedges: Crowned Victors, 1.) '>,,: 

86 This preaching place was established prior to 1780 by Charles Twyford. !'.1l, 
Chapel stood east of the Pocomoke River. (Hallman, op. cit., 355.) • 
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LA . e I bless God I have seen so much of rough 
n I pursued my Joum y. . ssion on me· I know how to be 

~ i'rJdJIOI" ' th that neither makes any unpre • 
SlJ)OO , b d 

. • ed and how to a oun, • in Dover to many people; thence rode on :rf spoke at Mr. ~eassett s, a desi n bad been formed to prevent ~Y 
the Crossroads. Here g I was told to advise me to forbid 

~·: ~ching; an! ~r. !!s1:.~~~~~o:sestly discou;a~ed tho~e who ha: rt 
;csjstance; ha e a bin on a former occas1on, reS1stance an o_r-

~ rtagether to interp~ ~::~cequtly unnecessary. I rode on through the ram 
~ance would av om son's [Cecil County, Maryland] .. 

, - darkness to Mr. Th ~ mans ii 8-10 with some operungs. 
... s,mday, 23. Preached on of: milie~ anct' my soul was grieved at the 

·-. Tuesday, 25. I visited some 1~ frie;ds. 0 may the Lord reach their 
t . ,baolcslidings of some of my o 

}1earts ! • 1 • e and preached at Elk Ridge on my way 
• Mad~ ~ short stay : !:c~:i,o;he Potomac, brother Phoebusn was un-

. to V.ifguua. When w d t the ublic house without fire, candle, or 
~ .: wjlli.og to cross; so wdrue staykeNa t mlrning we crossed the river, and were • ., . and the host n . ex 
"' ~pper' • ed at brother Busliby's. 

► • • pidly receiv 

Virginia 
~- . 

• > • a lar e congregation in the court house at 
. Priday, . 28. Preached : Fredfricksburg I fell in with some gentleme~, 
Alexandria. On ~y way the sub'ect of religion; they sough~ refuge~ 

• Jn(conversed with them odnth 3rew their proofs that their Creat01 
,, l"!n'd's foreknowledge, an ence 
• "'T • all d them 

would not etern y ~ lli •s· in Caroline county, in time to escape the 
Sunday, 30. Came to o ns otice of m coming. I enjoy peace of soul. 

rain; but ~e peopl~ h~~ nod~ feel unco~on tenderness for the people. 
I seek nothing but o ' 8;' ached to about thirty people at old father 
J. 'J'hursday,. Decl;mber 4d. Qpre unty Gloucester circuit: myself and 

- Sttdman's, m King an ue~~ co ' 
.• the people were blessed in_ "".a1tin; on Go:.fouod the people waiting: the 

•• J;unday, 1. I went to W1~ams urg, a\laid I st~od without, and was 
iey. of the court house bemg lost, or nu f ·th that God will call out a 

-~assisted on Acts xvii, 30, 31. I feel some ai 

•• RCOJ>le in this place. R. . hopes of getting an early 
Th d 11 Went down to James iver m 

urs ay, • land Asbury had been across 
11 Georgetown Crossroads is :he ~i::sent Galeru:,, Mary • 

lhe•line in Delaware for the brief VISlt t~ B:s;tt s. t County was admitted on trial 
·11 William Phoebus (1754-1_831), .a n~tiv\. omer;~ but :res'pected Methodist was 

and appoi.nted to the Fredenck Crrcuit. T
1 

1

1
8 ~oen J~ (Wakeley op. cit., 326-34; 

antiquarian, author, physician, and scho ar Y prca • • 
; ~ ~YCDS, op. cit., II, 114, 115; Mi11utes, 1832.) 
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out of the body, or what I may be, or must be, before I see the kin ' ~ • 
God. 0 my soul, keep near to God, and always watch and pra ,gdom,, 

Monday, 13. I was weak and feverish-sorely tempted and Y • 1t 
farted. I walked over to John Budds's a son of affliction'· w much ~ 
?ealings of God with our own souls_'..not in vain: we pr;ye~ s!~~e of 
m love. Two things seem to dim my prospects of heaven m· '• pafte¢ 
fi ti F' I d , pomt of q • 

ca on,- 1rst, o not speak enough for God· and Second} 1 ~ 
totally devoted to him. Lord, help me to come ~p to' my dutyr' am nqi, 

Sunday, 19. I spoke at Peter Cressy's;86 and at Godfrey's in th : 
I cannot sufficiently praise God for health, while others are sick~= 
every house. I have felt _great nearness to God for a few days past -' ~-: 

Tue;day, 21. I was tned .when I mi~sed my way, but I was ble~s •• ~ 
speaking to the people. It is a great time of sickness with th • ed." • 
fever. • e ague~ 

Thursday, 2~. I found a dearth at Haddonfield.36 A poor sot came· 
muttered awhile: after meeting he acknowledged be was a sin tn_ ,-.., 
seemed sorry for his conduct, drunk as he was. ner, an: 

Saturday, ~5. I w~s ~eary and faint as !journeyed towards Philadel h'i~.1 

1¥ter preaching twice m the day, I was refreshed by a glass of win IPF-
p1ece of bread. e l!p~ :, 

Delaware 

Maryland 
Thursday, 7: I rode in the afternoon to Queen Annes County visif~ 

and prayed W1th B:other Reuben Ellis in affliction, and was p;rsuadeif 
God would spare hun. Poor F. is overtaken by the adversary ; and~-' 
gone_ astray. Alas, how are the mighty fallen! ~ ~ • 

Fnday, 8. Came to Angiers. Here they had the flux; but I did not"{@! '' 
. -if • 

•• See Lednurn, op cit 294 395 • 
:: As?ucy preached at ·Jose~h Thorne's in Haddonneld on June 3, 1772. .: ~• 

A b 
This was Wesley ~hapel on South State Street, organized in 1779 the year in w ~ 

s uzy first preached m Dover. ' • 
•• Francis As bur>: a1_1d_ Samuel Magaw had planned a school for boys and had-~la 

J?hn a,_Jernan, a V1~g1man and friend of Devereaux Jarratt, in charge. (Rightmyeti a' • 
ell., 162, Powell: History of Education in Delaware, 55.) ' ~-
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: · .._ ~e to leave the house, until I had delivered my message: my testimony 
!W: .. ~ 

85 
low, but serious and weighty. 

'!' Wednesday, 13. At Hooper's,39 the congregation was large indeed. I 
.-:- was greatly at liberty; and I hope the seed was not all lost. Here I met 
• r with brother Garrettson-all love and peace. 

' Thursday, 14. I rode twenty miles to visit Kent Island
40 

for the first 
tiJne. Here we bad an unusual collection of people, and surely all was not 

; .. in vain, We ~ad a good time at R?be.rt Newc_omb's:il the word of God 
· ·, baS greatly tnumphed over the preJud1ces of nch and poor. We went on 
~ · to cam bridge. Here George, a poor Negro in our society, we found under 
. ' . .' fentence of death for theft committed before be became a Meth9dist; he 
~ ··.-appeared to be much given up to God: he was reprieved under the gallows: 
iJJ ,if, a: merchant, who cursed the Negro for praying, died in horror. I pity the 
~" 'poor slaves. 0 that God would look down in mercy, and take their cause 

· j;n band! , ·., Wednesday, 20. I was distressed by the levity of some spirits. We had 
'J.~· . a long ride to Taylot:'s Island ;ti we had a profitable season there: and 
i;,!;ti • ne:it day going twenty-four miles to Levin Todd's, I found a warm people 
... ~';' indeed. I injured i;nyself by speaking too loud. 

~ · ._Saturday, 23. Rode thirty miles to Mr. Thomas Airey's, preaching by 
_.;_ ~<:. the way. We had a great time-multitudes attended: Dorset is now in 

, , pel!ce, and the furies are still. 
· Sunday, 24. This day bas been so much taken up, that I had no time to 

• spare. My mind is with the Lord, and every day is a Sabbath with me. 
' Here B. T., who was a great Churchman, after hearing Freeborn Garrettson 

·a second time, was seized with conviction on his way home, and fell down 
.. Iin' the road, and spent great part of the night crying to God for mercy. It 

:was suggested to him that his house was on fire; bis answer was, "It is 
..,. • Jo f ~. , J,_etter for me to lose my house than my soul." 
it. 

Virginia 
~ Sunday, 31. We rose early, and rode twenty miles to Downing's. I 

.., (eptured at Burton'sts in the evening. 
r., i • Asbury probably visited the society organized in 1780, now known as Hooper's 

t,femorial. Hooper's Island is in Dorchester County about opposite the mouth of the 
·Patuxeot River. 

'•• Kent Island, largest island in ChllS8.peake Bay, is a part of Queen Annes 0,unty. 
, Freeborn Garrettson found a society there on his first visit in 1778. (Emory, op. cit., 
" 4; Hallman, op. cit., 326.) 

•. • , • ' 1 Robert Newcomb lived north·of Royal Oak in Talbot County, Maryland. 
'":- ill.. : Methodism was introduced on Taylor's Island inDorchesterCounty at an early date. 
fJ . ·Several historians have placed this in the-northern neck of Virginia; however, it is 
_ . · -~ on the Eastern Shore, and the Burton Oak Grove Church grew out of this preaching 

• place. 
"~ 
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VIRGINIA November 1, 1784 

Monday November J. After riding twenty miles to Col. Paramore's, I 
preached ~ith liberty. The family is kind; the father, mother, so~, a~d 
niece have tender impressions. The people hereabout are_ gay, bhnd m 
spiritual matters, well-featured, and hospitable, and go?

4
d hvers. 

Tuesday, 2. After preaching at Garrettson chapel, I rode to Col. 
Burton's and was kindly received. . 

r:- ._, ' 5 I came back to Col. Burton's. Since I went from this house, ,.-riuay, . . d li . fi 
I have ridden about one hundred mHes, spent five hours m e vermg ve 

THOMAS COKE 

public discourses, and ten hours in family and p~blic prayer, and r;~: 
two hundred pages in Young's Works. I have enJoyed great peace, 
hope to see a great and glorious work. . . ao were 

The Presbyterians came down here about thirty years ag~, m A\ouse 
moved and some advances were made towards a reformatio~- . ·1 d 
was b~ilt for public worship. About six years past the BaptJSt

Ms vithSI cd 
• th le I think the c o • these parts, and there was some stu among e peop • inh bitants are 

ists are most likely to have permanent success, because the a _ . . d 
h t I ore of Virginia an 

u This was one of the earliest preaching places on t e eas ern s 1 
• 

is now called Garrison's Church. 
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generally Episcopalians. We preached some time before any regular circuit 
was formed, or any people hadjoined us; now brother Willis is stationed 
here, and there are one hundred in·society. 

The land here is low and level, and is refreshed with fine breezes from 
the sea; there is an abundance in the productions of the earth and 
of the waters; the people are generous, social, and polished in their 
manners. 

Saturday, 6. Came to Downing's, and had a large congregation for the 
time and place. I see a difficulty in saying anything of any denomination 
of people-it is so much like evil speaking to mention their faults behind 
their backs: I will avoid it, and end~avour to prevent others doing it in my 
presence. 

Maryland 
Sunday, 7. I rode twelve miles to Snow Hill.4s Here the judge ~elf 

opened the court house, and a large congregation of people of different 
denominations attended: the subject was the certainty, universality, and 
justice of God's proceeding al the day of judgment. 

Sunday, 14. I came to Barratt's chapel: here, to my great joy, I met these 
dear men of God, Dr. Coke, and R icltard Whatcoat,48 we were greatly 
comforted together. The Doctor preached on "Christ our wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and reaemption." Having had no oppor
tunity of conversing with them before public worship, I was greatly 
surprised to see brother Whatcoat assist by taking the cup in the ad
ministration of the sacrament.47 I was shocked when first informed of the 
intention of these my brethren i n coming to this country: it may be of 
God. My answer then was, if the preachers unanimously choose me, I shall 
not act in the capacity I have hitherto done by Mr. Wesley's appointment. 
The design of organizing the Methodists into an Independent Episcopal 

"Asbury came up the Peninsula from Accomack County, Virginia, to Snow Hill, in 
Worcester County, Maryland. His activities during the ensuing week are partly covered 
by Thomas Ha.skins, then on the Somerset Circuit. He heard Asbury at the Line Chapel 
located on the Maryland-Delaware border, southeast of Laurel, on Monday, November 
8, and traveled with him through Thursday. (Ms. Joumal of Thomas Haskins, Library 
of Congcess.) 

" Thomas Coke and Richard Whatcoat had arrived in Delaware and preached at 
the present Smyrna on Friday, November 12. They then traveled southward to Barratt's 
Chapel while Asbury was approaching from below. The occasion was the midyear 
Q!larterly meeting at which pastoral exchanges were to be made. This was the first 
meeting of Coke and Asbury. A bronze star on the floor of Barratt's Chapel indicates 
ahehistoric spot. (Coke, op. cit., 35, 44, 45; Cooper: The Substance of a Funeral Dis
;((Jurse-011 the Dear/, of Francis Asbury, 104, 105.) 

0 _Apparently Asbury was unaware ~t on September 2 Richard Whatcoat had 
~ •ved ordination from John Wesley, assisted by Coke and Thomas Creighton, both 
presbyters in the Church of England. 
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Church was opened to the preachers present,46 and it was agreed t . ~ 
a general conference, to meet at Baltimore the ensuing Christnu: ~ · 
also that brother Garrettson go off to Virginia to give notice the -~ 
our brethren in the south.o reo_,'ll 

Delaware 
I was very desirous the Doctor should go upon the track I had just ~ ; 

over, which he accordingly did. I came to Dover, and preached on Ep~V, 
• 6; was close, and, I hope, profitable. . • 

.;_ V i 

Tuesday, 16. Rode to Bohemia Manor where I met with Tho~ 
yasey,66 who came ~ver with the Docto_r a~d ~ich~rd Whatcoat. My ~bnf: 
1s deeply engaged with God to know ~s will m this new business. -~ -

Wednesday, 17. Rode to quarterly meeting at Deer Creek; thence . • 
Mr. ~ou~'s, to Baltimore. I preached in t~e evening to a solemn pe~e, 
on, 0 WlCked man, thou shalt surely die:" about the ending br ie 
sermon the floor of the house gave way, but no injury followed. . 

Tuesday, 23. We rode twenty miles to Frederick quarterly meefiu , 
where brother Vasey preached on, "The Lord is my Shepherd; I shall n · 
want." Our love feast was attended with the power and presence of~ · 
Leaving Frederick, I went to Calvert quarterly meeting. Brother Po~. 
and myself had much talk about the new plan. At our quarterly meelu!" 
we had a good time; the love feast was fo great life and power. I ad -... 
the work of God among the coloured people in these parts. ~ ,• 

Friday, 26. I observed this day as a day of fasting and prayer, iba 
might know the will of God in the matter that is shortly to come before;. 
our conference; the preachers and people seem to be much pleased w1Jh 

Maryland 

49 The plan was first presented at the home of Mrs. Philip Barratt, whose bus 
had recently died. There Asbury, Coke, and eleven other preachers had Sunday~, 
The house, still used as a dwelling, is about one-half mile behind Barrett's Gb~ 
(Barratt, op. cit., 49; Hallman, op. cit., 15.) • '· 

•• Garrettson said, "I set out for Virginia and Carolina .... My dear Master enab _ 
me to ride about twelve hundred miles in about six weeks." Coke's descripti~ of 
Garrettson's mission was " ... like an arrow [rorn North to South." (Bangs: 1Jfe¥}r. 
the Rev. Freeborn Garrettson, 146; Coke: Journal, 46.) . i'~ 

so Thomas Vasey (1742?-1826) was one of Wesley's three commissioners who.Ian • 
in New York on November 3, 1784, with Coke and Whatcoat. After two years ' .. 
American itinerant he was reordained by Bishop William White and returned-to·&ii· 
land, where he accepted a curacy. After a brief period he re-entered the Wesleyan f.e!µ . 
ship and was stationed until shortly before his death in London. (Stevens, op. uit.J# . 
156, 157.) • i-
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~ • ted pJan ·&1 I myself am led to think it is of the Lord. I am not 
the proJec ' • • th M l . ,. ed with the honour to be gamed-I see danger m e way. Y sou 

~-~·. ticl:-1 u on God. O that he may lead us in the way ~e should ~o I Part of 
-~,waJtstt:. Pe is and must necessarily be,. taken up w1th prepar.mg for the £!;,•«t}'lfl'J ID , 

~l :~nference. • h d ''T. h t 
~~~ • Tuesday, 30. I preached with enlargement to nc an d~or, ;n, \ 
·~ have boldness in the day of judgment." The Lor as one grea 
• ,";fw~ m:ror these people. The Rev. Mason Locke Weems and myself had an 
~ '<!1ili1g ting conversation on the subject of the Episcopal mode of Church 
si .. .interes ment I spent the evening with David Weems,u and spoke to the 
~ go~ern • 
1;,~blitck people. . 
~ ~ 1 day December 4. Rode to Baltimore, and preached on Mar~ xiv, 
;.;,. ~ ;:with freedom. I spent some time in town, and was greatly grieved 
.... ~ at t'be'barrenness of the people; they appear to be swallowed up with the 
. _. cares of the world. 

S day 12. At the Point my heart was made to feel for the people, 
whil':'I edJarged on, "Blessed are the pure in heart," &c. I was close and 
ervent in town at four o.'clock. A young ma~ pushed th~ d?or open 
' bile we were meeting the society; he was qamed before a Justice of the 

"!. ce and committed to jail, but he was bailed out. . 
peaTu;sday, 14. I met Dr. Coke at Abingdon, Mr. Richard Dallam kindly 

. ;--;, · taking him there in bis coach ;53 he preached on, "He that hath the Son 
~ ,liath life." We talked of our concerns in great love. . 

Wednesday, 15. My soul was much blest at the co~uruon, wher~ I 
• .be1ieve all were more or less engaged with God. I feel 1t necessary daily 

~,, ,t ~to give up my own will. The Dr. preached a great sermon on, ''He that 
, J6vetb father or mother more than me," &c. . . . 

' .Saturday, 18. Spent the day at Perry Hall, p_artly ID ~repanng for 
·r 'conference.n My intervals of time I passed in reading the third volume of 
. Ji This plan was that set forth in John Wesley's lett.er of September I?, 1784, to Coke, 
~ ~bury, and "Our Brethren in America," and also the _subsequent a~tton taken by _the 

preachers on November 14 to call a conference at Baltunorc to constder the orgamza
;pon of an "Independent Methodist Church." (Townsend, Workman, and Eayrs: A 
New History of Methodism, II, 85.) . . 
. , 11 David Weems a brother lived in St. James Parish, Herrmg Bay, the southern part 

• • ~ of Anne Arundel County. The Weems family led in the erection of a chapel near t?e iJ :aite of the present Methodist church i.n Friendship, Maryl~d •. ( Cale11dar of_ tl,_e Ezek,~I 
~ ,: Cooper Collectio11 of Early Amer:icdn Methodist Manuscripts in Garrett B1bhcal Insti-
'ii ute. 6, 7; Journal 'entry and note for December 16, 178~.) . . 

- • 11i ltisprobable that Asbury and Coke met to inspect Abm~d?n as a site for Co~eso~ 
~ College. Richard Dallam was a heavy contributor and an origmal trustee of the mshtu

~ion. Coke says, "Mr. Asbury met me on this s(de of the 1;lay (Chesapeake); be,~een ~s 
we have got about one thousand pounds sterling subscabed for the College. (Coke, 
op. cit., 51.) G h 

,, . ,_. By prearrangement Asbury and Coke met at the home of Harry Dorsey. oug , 
~about twelve miles from Baltimore to draw up the agenda for the approaching con

' ference. Among others who arrived' were Whatcoat, Vase!, and William Black. 

II 
II 

I 
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a room to ourselves, enjoying our Christian privileges and wer ~. 
able. ' e Comfort. 

Pennsylvania 
Nex~ mornin~ we came on to Cooper's ferry, 82 and although the· 1• 

blew violently m the morning, when we came to the ferry all Wlnd 
We breakfasted in Philadelphia early enough for church. was <:aun. 

Monday, 26. Set out for the south; and arrived at Chester N 
preach~d at Matson's;"8 arriving at Wilmington, I preached thext day 
James 1, 27. • ere on 

Delaware 
Friday, 30. At Blackiston's chapel. I felt the necessity of watching ., 

th • ·t f li • • agamst ; spin o p~ tics, a~d of bemg more i~ the spirit of prayer: the peo ·]e' 
mmds are agitated with the approaching election of delegates t/ th! 
assembly. • 

Octobe: 1. Came_ to Do~er. I had the court house full of people, bu; i , , . 
was not 1;11 P?Ssess10n of liberty of mind or strength of body to preacn. ~•· 
The election 1s not yet over. ~I;, 

Monday? 3. We had a gracious s~ason at the sacrament at Pur~s. 
That everung I rode to brother White's, and was closely occupied w·li. . 
temporals. i,w. 11 il ¼' •• 

~ • l -~ 
Maryland • ... ~ • to:. \ 

. Saturday, 8. w_e had an open time, and the souls of the people wctc 
stirred up at Angiers; the Lord was also with us at Worton chapel in the 
afternoon. ' ' 

Sunday, 9. ~pr~ached at Kent Old Chapel, on, "Ye have said it is vain. 
to serve God: - m ~e afterno?n ~nd a~ night in Chestertown. I always 
have an enlargemen~ m preaching m this very wicked place: the people
to-day were very senous and attentive. 

12 
Coopcr'.s ferry was between Camden, New Jersey, and Philadelphia, across Ui~ 

Delaware River. 
"A:tton _Matson Uved :it West Branch near Rockdale, Delaware County, Penn• 

sylvama, H~s father, Moms Matson, had opened the house to prcacliliig a few years , · • 
after ~ptam W~bb preached in the Marcus Hook area. Mount Chapel was built 
there in 1797. It 1s now Mount Hope. Hallman (Garden of Methodism 116) says that : _ _., 
Matson lived north of Wilmington, New Castle County, Delaware: and that the • 
present Mount Pleasant Church was formerly called Matson's Cb.ape). 
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Monday, 10. Came to Brown's Chapel; there was a spirit of life among 
the people, and my own soul felt comfortably. Some of our principal 
lllerohers here are men who have not been successful; had they prospe~ed 
in their pursui~, perhap~ !hey never. would have sought t~e Lord: ?emg 
now in possession of religion, there 1s the less of danger m prosperity; I 
therefore counselled them to go ~o ~e western country, where t~e :11eans 
of rearing a family, and advancmg m the world, were more within the 
reach of the inhabitants. 

October 24. Set off from brother White's, for Dorset circuit. I preached 
at brother William Frazier's84 in the evening. After visiting the societies 
in this quarter, I came on Saturday to Caroline quarterly meeting, at the 
widow Haskins's; here we had a gracious season. 

Rode to Dover quarterly meeting. Our brethren preached and exhorted, 
and I administered the sacrament. 

Wednesday, November 2. I preached on Caleb's following the Lord 
fully. I left Dover, and felt some pain in parting with my friends. 

Saturday, 5. I crossed the Chesapeake, and found some difficulty in 
getting my wagon over: I missed my appointment at the college, and came 
late to Mr. Gough's. 

Sunday, 6. Came away early, and arriving in Baltimore, preached at 
noon, on Heb. xi, 2-8; and at night, on Caleb's fully following the Lord. I 
found the means of conveyance by my carriage, or Jersey wagon, would 
not do. 
• Tuesday, 8. I preached at Annapolis to a multitude of people, part of 
whom were serious. 

Wednesday, 9. I was under considerable exercise of mind about my 
carriage; I at length resolved to decline travelling in it, and buying a 
second-hand sulky, left it to be sold. I now travelled light and easy, and 
came to Childs's cliurch. 06 

Being disappointed in crossing at Holland's Point, ss I shaped my course 
for Alexandda. I preached on the Sabbath evening on my way, to an 
attentive congregation, and reached town on Monday, 14. 

" Captain William Frazier, a wealthy and influential convert to Methoclism, lived 
near Preston, Caroline County, Maryland. From his family Frazier's Chapel, second 
Methodist meetinghouse in Caroline County, took its name. In the churchyard of 
Bethesda Methodist Church is a memorial to Captain Frazier, which in 1953 was one 
of the four historical markers in Caroline County. (Lednum, op. cit,, 265; Hallman, 
op. cit., 112, 282, 288; Federalsburg, an Historical Souvenir.) 

.. This is the first mention of a church named for the family of Gabriel D. Childs. 
ln 1781 Nelson Reed, when on the Calvert Circuit, discussed the prospects of erecting 
a church. (Manuscript Joumal of Nelson Reed, June 11, 178 1.) 

" Holland's Point on the east side of the Patuxent River opposite Benedict in Charles 
County derived its name from the custom of travelers wishing to cross "hollering" for 
the ferryman. William Colbert while on the Calvert Circuit refers to the "Hollowing 
Point Meeting House." This was replaced by Asbury Church at Barstow, one-half mile 
from the original site. (See Journal of William Colbert, March 14, 1790.) 
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~ th d ' -mo . er an daughters are serious, and the so 
weather is oppressively warm, and I feel wear and • n thoughtful. Th_e 
up ~t Bethel,11 on 1 Peter iii 18. Three time l I fibamt. I was much shut 
straitened in spirit. , s ave een here, and always 

Saturday, 14. Came to Sandstown:13 the weathe 
people dull : I administered the sacrament a d rd very warm, and tl:ie 
ferry,,a where we left our horses and cross~d 1:o :ie :tway t? Coopers 
here I found brother Whatcoat with who It k ty, (Philadelphia:) , m oo sweet counsel. 

Pennsylvania 
Sunday, 15. I had some energy ins eakin d 

afternoon it was a feeling time on "T/ L l ' illan • at sacrament. In the ' e or w give grace and glory." 

New Jersey 
Monday, 16. Rode to Mount Holl h I 

blessed of my Father" &c . and th Y, twNere ~reached on "Come, ye 

t
. . ' ., en a ew Mills on "S ffi • 
10n with the people of God.,, , u enng afllie,; 

At Burlington I enlarged on, "Neither is there salvation • -.
&c.; these are not a zealous people for religion. m any other," 

Pennsylvania 
Wednesday, 18. We returned to the city of Philadel hi N d " 

prea~hed, and was close and pointed. P a. ext ay I 
F_nday, . 20. I was led to treat on the sufli • f ' 

enttr~ly dJstinct from those they endure in ermgs o. G~d s people; as 
certainly unavoidable by all h lclo~on with other men, and w o are rea y altve to God. I found 'f 

that "the Ark of the Lord rested at Shil h " ; 
he sold to people or bis own faith (m o -•. ~e ha~ tw~ thousand acres of I.and which 

n Bethel is the present-da • _,stor,c oads1des m New Jersey, 38.) -
and ten years later a Metho~i::~::~~- The ~hutch was instituted as early as 1771, 
gave its name to one of the circui _Le was a o started at nearby Paulsboro. Bethel 
Jo!'{nal entry for September 29, 1~/790. (Heston: South Jersey: A History, J, 444; 

Sandtown was the present Mount & al N Sandstown and also .Berkely a villa c . d • ~w Jersey• I~ former designations w~ 
Mantua Creek, four miles s~uthwes~ ct ~en~h Tow?ship, Gloucester County, on 
present Sandtown in Burlington Coun~m A~~ ury. It 1s ~ot to be confused with the 
have been a society ther or . y. mson (op. cu., 366) says, "There must 
sacramental service." (G:;don':~ it :oes ~~Mt seem probable he would have held a 
I, 397.) aze teer OJ ew Jersey, 1834, 233; Heston, op. cit., 

73 Cooper's ferry was at Camden. 
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necessary to change some official men; and to take proper steps in pre
paring to defray our church debt, which is now £500. I gave them a 
senno~ on "By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye 

tove one another." Sunday, 22. In the afternoon I left the city, and preached in the evening 

at Chester. 

Delaware 
Monday, 23. I rode forty-five miles to Dickerson's, •4 in the Delaware 

State. Preached at Little Creek,75 and then rode five miles to Dover, and 
preached in the court house. I bless God for peace of mind, and com-

rounion with him. Sunday, 29. I had many to hear at Dover, and had power and liberty in 
speaking on Gal. i, 5: we also had a good sacramental time. In the after
noon I spoke on the latter part of my text-how and what it is to suffer 
according to the will of God. Thence to Thomas White's, where I was 
closely employed. • 

Maryland 
Srmday, November 5. I preached at Cambridge, on "We preach Christ 

crucified," &c.; little light, and less heat. I was blessed in my own soul, 
and had liberty in preaching at M'Keel's16 in the afternoon, where there 
is some revival among the people. 

Thursday, 9. I rode to Mr. Bartholomew Ennals's;•1 the notice was 
short, and the congregation small; the word, nevertheless, reached some 
hearts. I crossed at Vienna, a dead and dark place for religion. 

Friday, 10. We had more than I expected of hearers at Quantico chapel. 
Thence I went to Wicomico River, and lodged at Captain Conaway's,

78 

" Joseph Dickerson, who in July, 1789, donated land on which a chapel named 
for him was c.rected near Dexter's Corner, New Castle County. It was the successor 
to White's Cbapel located between Townsend and Pine Tree. (Scharf, Il'istory of Dela-

ware, II, 1021.) 
1• Methodist preaching began in 1778 in Little Creek Hundred, Kent County, 

Delaware. That year Gum Swamp Chapel was built and occupied its original site until 
1875 when the improved structuxe was moved to Little Creek Landing about a. mile 

distant (Ibid., II, 1121.) "John McKeel, or McKell, lived near Cambridge, Dorchester County, Maryland. 
(Hallman, op. cit., 116; Journal of Thomas Haskins, November 26, 1782.) 

" Bartholomew Ennalls played an early and conspicuous part in planting Method.ism 
in Dorchester County, Maryland. He was among those who joined in the persecution 
of Freeborn Garrettson at Cambridge. (Boehm, op. cit., 58; see Journal entry for April 

18, 1802.) • 
78 Captain Conaway resided in Wicomico County near the river of that nlllile. 

Ricbard Wbatcoat rode with the captain from Thomas Garrettson's near Vienna to 
Quantico. (Sweet: Religion on t1ie American Frontier, IV, 84; Hallman, op. cit., 108.) 
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where we met with a kind r I , 1786 
~ver given up to God. I pre::~:d1?:eu!:~s~: nee~,~f being more than_ 
hv!y :cl.several holy wo?1en spoke of the perfect~~~~-of o; ~ove feast was 

m ay, 12. Accordmg to the custom of the I O 
• 

commodate them; my subject was Joshua xi 8 p ace, I preached to ae, 
Monday 13 I h d v, • ' • a about fifty hearers at M'l , 

preached a funeral sermon on Ezek. xxxvi, 25 I. es s chapel, so where I 
Tuesday, 14. I crossed Pocomoke River and h 

preaching at Melvin's chapel. ' ad some enlargement in 

Virginia 
T_hursday, 16. Rode to Paramore's. The . 

at;,~es beset with temptation; but sin is ati:~:}~~mes on apace. I am 
,day, 17. The weather was cold d . o me as ever. 

people at the widow Burton's. amon:~h r~, so that there were but few 
an; others panting after, the ~erfe•ct lov:~f ~~~ were some who enjoyed, 

unday, 19. I rode about twenty miles thr h . 
chapel, where about fifty whites and as m oU:1 tkhe ram to Garrettson 
preached with liberty. ' any ac s met me, to whom I 

Maryland 
Monday, 20. I rode about forty-five mil . 

Snow Hillar to about one hundred eo 1/s, a~d on. 7:uesday preached a·t 
under sentence of death. they we p pk d. Here ! visited some prisoners 

' re sun own with fear and h orror. 

Delaware 
Friday, 24. My soul has peace d . . 

from moment to moment unde un er sore temptatron. I want to live 
S. ., r a sense of God 

aturuay, 25. We had a cold Ion 'd • 
had an open house and the we;th . g n e to the sound. a2 On Sunday we 
not all in vain: I sp~ke from these ;~r:~ ,;er\'('~d; bhut my preaching was 

,. Curtis Cb 1 ' wi give t em a heart of flesh." 
C ape , erected about 1784 stood th ·1 

ounty_. !t was Jong a preacbin la , ree llll es eas~ of Westover, Somerset 
Coke VISlted the chapel in 1784 g !d ctin the h~o~hundred-ml!e Annamessex Clrcuir. 
(B~~, op. cit., 68, 69; Sweet, 'op. cit., t~;\ v1s1ted there November 5 and 7, 1789. 

. Miles Chapel was erected in 1784 b 'me. . 
earlier. In 18I~ when a new church was ~uilt ~tbers o~ a society organized two years 
located two miles northeast of Crisfield S ' was given the name St. Peters and is 

81 Snow Hill is in Wore.ester Count/ ~fse~County. (Hallinan, op. cit., 117, 353,) 
" ~Id Sound Chapel was built in J 78 an • . . 

organized in 1779 near the present ·u4 by ~eRsoc1ety which Freeborn Garrettson 
(Garrettson, op. rit. 107 110· Sch f•v1tge o . oxana, Sussex County, Delaware. 

' ' ' ar • /Slory of Delaware, n, 1343.) 
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Monday, 21. I rode thirty miles to Lewes very unwell. I preached at 
Shankland'S,83 and the people were serious, but I was compelled to cease 
frolll speaking by a violent pain in my head, accompanied by a fever. 

Tuesday, 28. I preached in the court house at Lewes and I trust the 
word went with some weight; the congregation was large. 

Maryland 
I attended a quarterly meeting at William Frazier's, where I rested 

from travelling two days: the first day I spoke on "Fight the good fight 
of faith;" and on the second, "Look unto me, all ye ends of the earth, 
and be saved." My soul was blessed, although our meeting was cold; and 
our dwelling-house crowded with a dozen preachers, besides others. 

Sunday, December 3. Preached at Tuckahoe chapel, 8' on "These shall 
go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into life eternal." 
I spoke again at widow Lyder'sBG at four o'clock. 

Monday, 4. I rode to the bay-side through snow and hail, and met 
about one hundred people:88 this we owe to the revival of religion among 
them. Our return thence was through heavy roads. I stopped in my way 
at Henry Banning's, 87 whose wife felt conviction under my preaching 
three years ago. 

ai Asbury first visited the Shank.land home near Lewes, Delaware, September 25, 
1779. Listed among the persons taxable in Lewes and Rehoboth Hundred in 1785 
were Robert, David, and Rhoads Shankland. The last named sold a lot on May 7, 
1788, on which Ebenezer Church, near Lewes, was built. (Scharf, op. cit., II, 1220; 
Hallraan, op. cit., 120, 268; Turner, Some Records of Sussex County, Delaware, 46, 
47, 340, 341.) • 

81 Tuckahoe, or Ebenezer, Chapel was the first Methodist place of worship in Caro
line County, Maryland. Its origin dates from a day in 1776 when Freeborn Garrettson, 
preaching from horseback to the militia, won U,e converts who became the nucleus 
or the society. Historically it is associated with Squire Henry Downs who was con
verted while Thomas Chew, whom he bad sentenced for preaching, was serving his 
jail sentence in the Conner's home. It was at a camp meeting at Hillsboro that Jesse 
Lee was stricken and his body was first interred near Ebenezer Chapel (Extracts of 
the Journal o/Thomas Coke, 49, 54; Hallinan, op. cit., 122, 286.) 

" Mrs. Lyder was a resident of Dorchester County, Maryland. (Hallman, op. cit., 
I J 6.) Robert Ayres in his plan of the Dorchester Circuit, 1785, lists as a preaching place 
the "Widow Tyler." Inasmuch as the "Widow Lyder" is unmentioned by Ayres, it 
seems probable that "Tyler" is the correct name. (Manuscript Journal of Robert Ayres.) 

19 The Bayside Society organized io 1777 frequently met in the home of a Mr. 
Bonnall. About 1782 the society erected the first Methodist meetinghouse in Talbot 
County. The records indicate its successor was built on land called "Miles End," one 
mile from Wittman. When in 1906 the congregation moved to Wittman, its church 
took the name of the village. Wittman Church is now on the Bayside Circuit. 

"Henry Banning lived in Hopkins Neck, Miles River, Talbot County, Maryland. 
His name appears in the census of Mills Hundred, 1776. (Brumbaugh, op. cit., 227; 
Hallman, op. cit., 104.) 
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Tuesday, 5. I had a few people at B linb ' 6 
w~th Colonel Burkhead, who wants t~ kn~oke, as and spent the evenin 
mmd to me with great freedom and tend w the Lord; he opened ~ 
sa~s that five hundred souls have ·oined ern~ss. ~ro~er !ames Wbitee• 
this year; that half that number profess to ~~~~ei◄y md ~s circuit (Talbot} •. 
than one hundred to have obtained sancti.fi t· o~n t e Lord; and more 

ca con. good news this if . , true. 

Delaware 
At Barratt's chapel there was some move d •. 

quarterly meeting, especially at the love feast t nn; t_he course of the 
~over, and preached on "So is every one that : : m the everung to 
himself, and js not rich towards God." y th up treasure for 

Maryland 
~riday, 15. We had a heavy ride to Queen An , . 

arrive there until near two o'clock. My soul l d ne s chape~. I did not 
much led out on Hos. xiv, 14· and h . m~ te for backsliders. I was 
dined, and then rode to Newt;wn b ope it wlll never be forgotten. We 

S A 17 Ad Y sunset. 
lDluay, • ay of rest to my soul r h 

sacrament in Newtown ao The h • preac ed and administered the ' 
~er~, especially in the ;inter. ba;;etoa ;o~i;ta~e h~~se for worship 
hfe tn speakfog to a few people. c pel, and had some 

" Bolin broke Chapel stood on lh d be -• 
Talbot County. When this cha I ! roa . t_ween Trappe and the Cambridge Perry 
preached and administered the §a.era!: ~u~t is unknown, but Bishop Thomas Cok~ 
49;. Hallman, op. cit., 106, 337.) en ere on December 6, 1784. (Coke, op. cit,, 

James White, a native of Maryland, . 
deatbin 1789.HewasserviogtheTalb tC_wa! a trave!Ulg pre;ich-er from 1781 to his 

'° Although the name of the count ~eat~f tat the hme of Asbwy's visit (Minutes.) 
New Town to Chestertown in l 780 Y f Kent County was officiaUy changed from 
the first Methodist sennon in Kent ,~se o the former persisted. Strawbridge preached 
In 1773 a society was organized in c:W:~ two or three years before Asbwy visited it. 
five miles south became the focal po. ~ e -:;,n, although Kent Meeting House about 
Rankin used the courthouse as a m o:m !em Shore Methodism. In 1776 Thomas 
~hestertown, and soon thereafter t~~°!~ecti~/l~ce. ~ 1180 a lot was purchased in 
ctt., 24, 25; Lee: ufe and Times of tlte Rev Je o a c urc wa~ begun. (Phoebus, op. 
160; Metlrodist Magazine XI 135-41. ✓,· sse

1
Lee,_l86;·Rankin:manuscriptJ011mal, 

18~2; April 20, 1803.) ' ' • ourna entries for December, 1772; April 13, 
Near Worton, several miles northwest f Ch 

was erected about 1780 by the congre~tl ~h r.estertown, Maryland, a log structure 
Randall. Apparently because of its rox·0 D: at ormerly h_ad met in the home of Henry 
Chapel, although that village was P_th uruty to Wo~on, it took the name of Worton 
op. cit., 318, 319; Rankin manuscr7p1! ;.ut a t!,ethodist church until 1901. (Hallman, 

. ourna ,or numerous references.) 
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We waited at the widow Frisby's01 for a boat to cross the Chesapeakt 
bay; but none was to be had. We rode round the head of Elk River, and 
crossed the Susquehanna: we came in, after riding that evening in the 
rain and snow, with the wind .in our faces, about twenty miles. 

Thursday, 21. Reached the college; and on Friday went to Baltimore, 
where I was in great haste to settle the business of the Book Concern, 93 

and of the college. 
Saturday, 23. We called a meeting of the trustees, formed our constitu

tion, and elected new members. I preached twice on the Sabbatll, and 
ordained Woolman Hickson96 and Joseph Cromwell to the eldership. I 
met the trustees and adjusted the accounts. We :find we have expended 
upwards of £2,000; we agreed to finish two rooms, and to send for Mr. 
Heath for our president. 1.5 On Tuesday I left town, and came to Annapolis 
about seven o'clock. Finding my appointments were not made, I deter
mined to dfrect my course towards Alexandria. The Lord has been power
fully at work at Annapolis since I was here last autumn; twenty or thirty 
whites and some blacks have been added to the society. 

Virginia 
I reached Alexandria, and on Saturday preached in the court house, on, 

"If we suffer, we shall also reign with him." 

u Mrs. Frisby lived in or near Rock Hall, Kent County, Maryland, which was then 
the terminus of !he post road from the North.. Here ferry service was long in opera
tion across Chesapeake Bay. (Maryland, a Guide to the Old Line State, 384; Phoebos, 
Beams of Light, 24.) 

•• While John Dickins was stationed in New York City from 1783 to 1789, with the 
exception of one year, it is believed that he was following Asbury's instructions tc 
contract for the printing of certain books. Toward the close of 1786 the bishop wai 
eager not only to settle the current accounts but to launch a more extensive prograrr 
which appeared in the Discipline the next year. Jesse Lee wrote, "From that time wt 
began to print more of our books in the United States ... principally in New York.' 
(Discipline, 1787; Lee: Short History of the Methodists, 129.) 

94 At this time Woolman Hickson, who became a traveling preacher in 1782, wat 
serving tl1e Baltimore Circuit. (Lednum, op. cit., 342-44; Wakeley, op. cit., 313-15 
Atkinson: Memorials of Methodism in New Jersey, 305- 13; Warriner: Old Sands Stree. 
Methodist Church of Brooklyn, N. Y., 5-7, 59-61.) 

•• Levi Heath received Anglican orders at the bands of the Bishop of Hereford 
England, in 1783. After serving as principal of Cokesbury College, he became the recto, 
of parishes in Maryland, New Jersey, western Pennsylvania, and Virginia. He died i.r 
1805 or 1806 while in charge ofNorbone Parish, Berkley County, Virginia. (Rightmyer 
Tlte Anglican Church i11 Delaware, 121.) 
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board, and the time for opening the college. On Friday, I returned to 
Baltimore. In the midst of business my mind is calm. 

Sunday, 16. Preached at Baltimore and Fell's Point. On Monday, the 
people waited nearly two hours at Daniel Evans's before I arrived, owing 
to my horse being out of the way: I found he had stuck a nail into his 
foot, so that I had to leave him. Under these discouraging circumstances ' 
I was much exercised: nevertheless, I had liberty in speaking, and there 
was a melting time among the people. Thence I hastened to Hunt's chapel. 
where I enlarged on, "I know you, that you have not the love of God in 
you." 

I rode by John Colgate's gate-an old stand of mine. It is now, in two 
senses, fallen into decay. The want of religion oftentimes causes the want 
of economy. Ah! how do the persons and fashions of this world pass away I 

Tuesday, 18. I found the work of God in a reviving state at G--'s. 
Wednesday, 19. I had a liberal opening at John Wilson's, on "Whoso.

ever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved." Thence I hastened 
to the Fork church, and preached on Cant. iii, 1-6. I lamented the gayety 
of the children of Methodists; but yet they do not appear to be so full of 
enmity against God and his people as other children. , 

I hastened to Cokesbury, it being the examination: some gentlemen and . 
some triflers were present. Friday, I preached at Josias Dallam's. ··ii 
• Saturday, 22. I preached at Havre de Grace, on Acts ii, 23. ' 

Sunday, 23. I had a large congregation at Elkton, and some power 
attended the word. In the evening spoke at Isaac Tussey's. 

Monday, 24. I had a large, solemn congregation at Wilmington. I feel a 
persuasion that God will revive his work at this place. 

Pennsylvania 
Tuesday, 25. I attended at Chester; and next day came to Philadelphia. 

I had liberty in speaking on Cant. v, 6-10. On Thursday and Friday, I 
had not freedom as I wished. I was seized with a violent headache, exceed
ing anything, as I thought, I had ever felt. 

Saturday, 29. I felt a little better. My mind was stayed upon God. 
Sunday, 30. We had a good sacramental occasion. In the afternoop,_ 

brother Willis77 preached; and at night I had some enlargement qn 
Ephes, iv, 17-19. ., 

Wednesday, October 3. I met the people, and explained the nature and 
design of the college. 78 

Thursday, 4. I preached on the primitive design of the Church. 

n The Rev. Henry Willis was the elder at New York. He was the first man to be 
ordained by Asbury. (See Journal entry for January 18, 1785.) 

7" The college was Cokesbury College in Maryland. 
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Friday, 5. We had an uncommon love feast-a gracious season-much 
speaking. On Saturday I met a class. 

Sunday, 7. There was life in the administration of the sacrament. I felt 
humbled before the Most High. I trust the Lord will revive his work, and 
make his power known. 

Monday, 8. I came to Chester, and preached on, "My grace is sufficient 
for· thee." 

Tuesday, 9. I had unusual freedom in speaking at Aaron Matson's. 
Thence I pushed on through the rain, and was sorely tempted to complain. 

Delaware 
Wednesday, 10. I was at Wilmington; and next day came late to Joseph 

Dickerson's. 
I visited Duck Creek Cross Roads, 79 where we have a comfortable 

house, which cost about two hundred pounds. 
Saturday, 13. Came to Dover very unwell, and brother Ira Ellis80 

preached in my stead. . 
Sunday, 14. I read -prayers, and preached on 2 Tim. iii, 10; and solemnly 

set apart Jacop Brush81 and Ira Ellis, for the office of deacon: I trust it _was 
a profitable time. I spent two days at Thomas White's. . 

Tuesday, 16. I preached the funeral sermon of Joshua Barwick-a 
faithful steady man, who had followed the Lord about ten years; my text 
was, "These all died in the faith." 

Thursday, 18. I had Divine aid in preaching at Milford's:8
i the house 

was open, and the day was cold. 
Friday, 19. Came in the evening to Shaoklands. Here I found the people 

in disorder and violence about the election; some had gone so far as to 
take up fire-arms. 

18 This was the present Smyrna. 
ao Ira Ellis, a brother of Reuben Ellis, was then on the Kent Circuit. (For "A Sketch 

of the Labours and Travels of Ira Ellis," 1781-95, by b.imself, followed by a certificate 
of recommendation by Asbury and Whatcoat with a tribute from tb.e fo=er, see Journal 
entry for February 17, 1805; Sweet: Religion 011 the American FronJier, IV, 710, 711.) 

n Jacob Brush was born near Merrick, Long Island, in 1762 and died of yellow fever 
in New York City on September 24, 1795. He was interred at the Forsyth. Street Church. 
At the time of Asbury's visit he was on the Dover Circuit. (Ge11eral Mi11111es, I, 66; 
Seaman: Annals of New York Methodism, 114, 136; Hallman, op. cit., 60; Wakeley, 
(Ip. cit., 367-70.) 

11 More than a decade before Milford, Delaware (Sussex County), was laid out in 
1787, John Cooper preached in the nearby home of~enyear William. The old Method
ist Cemetery, North and Third Streets, was the site of the unfinished chapel to wb.icll 
Asbury refers. Asbury, who preached in the community in 1778, records about eighteen 
visits to Milford. (Scharf, op. cit., II, 1198; Hallman, op. cit., 117; Lednum, op. cit., 
254,255; Colbert's Journal, Milford Circuit, II, 65-115.) Milford Ciri:uit first appears 
in 1789. (Hynson: Historical Etchings of Milford and. Vicinity, 47-49.) 
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Sunday. morning, 21. Before sacrament I preached on Psalm •. 2 
anh d then m Lewes, on, "God sent not his Son into the world tu, 4,d25 ;11& 
t e world," &c. o con emn 

at [::t:~~ih:~te~~~:,~:~~:db~i~~ds:ime at quarterly meeting, 
Evans's church, a, where we had a good and gr' . ndy :ountry, we came to 
have fel.t f~r some time. From Evans's we rodea:o~s time, more so th_an I 
our cunos1ty with the sight of the raging roarin he beach, and gratified 

Wed d, 24 I , g sea. . n~! ay, : spo~e ~losely upon the disciplliie of the Ch h. _ 
subJect, All Scapture is given by inspiration of God a d . urc • my 
for doctrine," &c. After meeting we had a very I ' ":d ls profitable 
Bowen's.85 ' ong n e to brother 

Virginia 
Friday, 26. After preaching at Parnell's on "I will • th 

know me," &c., I rode in the evening to Do;ning's.erve em a heart to 
Saturday, 27. Reached Paramore'se1 at night. • 
Sunday, 28. We had a gracious time indeed. 
Monday, 29. There were life and'l'ower amon th 1 · 

ment and love feast. I was greatly comforted to Ld etr:? e d~ the sacra-
blessed the lab~urs. of brother Sparks, as and that a revival ;;d t~~f ettly 
all rou~d the_ c1rcwt. In the evening I rode to Burton's in Vir • . pThace 
former inhabitants have gone to the dust. ' girua. e 

It seemed as if I was let into heaven, while I enlarged on "Behold h t 
m~ner of love the Fat~er hath bestowed upon us, that we shoul: : C: ed the sons of God. We have twenty miles, and sometimes more~ 

u ~~t! -~r ~1:1:h~.,,~r~~erses. There is ~o in?ica~on as to what passage this was. 
meant the 01d Line Chipel of ::ct~~c~~~tely identified. It is probable tb_at Asbury 
Accomack County v· · · vans was a tnistee. It was on his route to 

86 
•. , ug1rua. 

Co~~~ ~!f ~~.e~~r:fs:~~~~w !~ early circuit rider, inquiring the way to Accomack 
of Jephthah Bowen is often told Theo ~; Cr~~ess Swamp only to emerge at the home 
Bowen family, the introduction. of M;: i . ~ stranger led. to the conversion of the 
Bowen Chapel the first · w O sm mto that region., and the erection of 
for July 12, 1796.) m orcester County. (Boehm, op. cit., 66, 67; Joumal entry 

81 William Downing Richard D County and John J ' rummood, and Jonathan Garrettson of Accomack 
of a ch~pel, thereb::~tf ~rt!~pton Co~nty, ea~h donatedland for the building 
Shirpe. (Clark:, Eastern Shor~aof t 0 ,;ra:::: ~,::,.:r;i~tst annals of the Eastern 

aramore s, Burton's and Downin , h ' • 
Eastern Shore of Virginia' In 1787 . gs were _t _e earliest preaching places on the 
911 acres "He took h · • . . a ~urvey of Wilham Paramo re's plantation showed 
,✓.• •• , • ,,_ 

1s religion senously and set free bis ten slaves" "ui.:telaw· 
' 1~f1111~ s .custern Shore, 869.) • \".... • 

Minutes, Northampton Circuit, 1787. 
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a. day to travel; but we have fine roads, kind friends, and good entertain
ment. 

Thursday, November 1. The people coming in still after I began, caused 
me to lengthen. out my discourse. Cam~ afterward to Captain Burton's, 
and spoke with li~e and consolation. 

Maryland 
Friday, 2. Was a day of sore exercise of souJ, and barren preaching. I 

visited Mr. R., and administered the sacrament to him. Rested that even-
ing with Mr. Thomas Curtis. . 

Saturday) 3. Quarterly meeting. I was close on keeping the feast, and 
on discipline-some felt the word. 

Sunday, 4. Preached on, "Thou shalt arise and favour Zion." I believe 
God will make his power known; and I trust brother Joseph Everett will 
be made a blessing, as well by strictness of discipline, as by faithful 
preaching. 

Monday, 5. I had a few living people at John Phrebus's.89 My 
soul is given up to God; but I have felt Satan near. Lord, help, or I 
perish! . 

Sunday, 11. I had some light in preaching at the Fork chapel.90 Spent 
the evening with brother Ennall.01 

Monday, 12. I preached at Hopper's.92 Thence I rode to Johnson's 
chapel, 93 and spoke on 2 Tim. 1: 8-12. I had some enlargement. 

8~ Probably John Phoebus of Quantico Neck, Somerset County, to whose home 
Asbury hastened on October 28, 1783, to conduct the funeral of William ·wright. He 
was a brother of the Rev. William Phoebus, M.D. Annemessex Chapel, which became 
Phoebus Chapel, is now the Oriole Church. (Colbert's Journal; IV, 27, 34, 42; Boehm, 
op. cit., 70.) 

•0 The Fork's Chapel was located in Dorchester County. 
01 Henry Ennalls lived near the Cboptank River about twelve miles from Cambridge. 

His sisters were instrumeotal in establishing Methodism in Dorchester County. Ennalls 
was a trustee of Cokesbury College, led in the erection ofEnnall's Chapel, and by his 
hospitality and generosity became one of the most influential Methodists of the Eastern 
Shore. (Boehm, op. cit., 57--04; Phoebus, op. cit., 116; Stevens, op. cit., II, 254.) 

92 In September, 1783, Philip Cox, then on tbe Annamessex Circuit, wrote Thomas 
Haskins that "Colonel Hopper and several great men have been brought .in since 
Christmas." (See original letter in the Harper Memorial Library, University of Chicago.) 
Earller, while a resident of Carollne County, the colonel had served six years as sheriff 
aud three years in the Assembly. Following his arrival in Queen Ann.es County he 
opened his house for preaching, and the society became the nucleus of the present 
Epworth Church, Centerville. A daughter married the Rev. Hugh Neill (Hallinan, op. 
cit., 325; Emory: History of Queen A1mes County, 175, 231, 367.) 

u Johnson's Cbapel, the site of which cannot be identified, was probably somewhere 
in Queen Annes County. (Hallinan, op. cit., I 14; Ware, op. cit., 108.) 
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Pennsylvania 
~unday, !l. I preached with some satisfaction, morning and evening, in 

Pluladelphla. On Monday, our conference began and held until Friday 26 
Saturday, 27. We left the city. ' • 

New Jersey 
Sunday, 28. Preached with some assistance in Elizabethtown. 

New York 
Monday, 29. Rode to New York. Next day (Tuesday, 30) our conference 

began,•2 and continued until Saturday, the 4th of October. 

New .Jersey 
. Swzday and Mondar, October 5, 6. My soul was uncommonly led out 
m prayer and preaching-I found it a very gracious season. My return 
brought me through Elizabethtown, Amboy, Hightstown 93 Crosswicks u 
and Burlington. ' ' 

Delaware 
Swzday, 12. I was much depressed in spirit whilst in Philadelphia. I 

left there on Wednesday, and preached at Chester, where I had some 
~• In his listing of the conferences held in 1788 Jesse Lee (op. cit., J 34,135) omitted 

thts New York Conference and Bangs, following Lee, also ignored it. This error has 
been perpetuated even in the records of the present New York Conference. Stevens 
(op. cit., II, 275) referred to it, however, and it is proved by the records of John Street 
<?hurcb. At this co~ercnce Thomas Morrell was ordained, and his original certificate, 
signed by Asbury, lS at John Street Church, dated October 2, 1788. (Seaman, op. cit., 
101; Wakeley, op. cit., 328.) • 

0 Hightstown, New Jersey, in Mercer County, was then a post town in Middlesex 
County. Methodist preaching was started in 1785. The services were held in Adam 
Shaw's tavern. The location was regarded as undesirable, and the meetings were later 
transferred to the home of Joseph Hutchinson at Milford, two and a half miles away, 
where_a chapel was subsequently built. A church was established at Hightstpwn after 
the Milford Chapel was abandoned about 1835. (Atkinson: Memorials of New Jersey 
Metltodism, 3~5, 412-15, 423-33; Gordon: Gazetteer of New Jersey, 157; Phoebus: 
.Beams of Light on Early Methodism, 64, 71.) 

u There was no Methodist meetinghouse at Crosswicks, in Burlington County, and 
Asbury preached at the home of a Mr. Smith. (Phoebus, op. cit., 64, 70; Heston: South 
Jersey, a Bislory, li, 674; Gordon: Gazetteer, 124, 125.) 

DELA WARE October 20, 1788 581 

energy; and had openings at Wilmington and Duck Creek,95 where I also 
administered the word of life. . 

Monday, 20. Our meeting in Dover was attended with some power. 
At Milford we had liberty and love. At Johnstown I was very unwell, and 
was under the necessity of going to bed, but our .friends were alive: God 
is with them of a truth. Preached at Shankland's. My soul enjoys great 
peace and love. On Sunday I was under bodily affliction, but I went to the 
court house96 and spoke a few words on, "Ye will not come to me that ye 
might have life." We have a house now building, and I hope something 
will be done here. 

Maryland 
Monday was remarkably warm weather, and I was ready to faint whilst 

I rode to the Sound. We reached Powell's07 about three o'clock. 
Wednesday, 29. I was very alarming-seldom, if ever, have I felt more 

moved. We came away, and rode twenty-five miles, having nothing to eat 
from eight o'clock in the morning till six at night. My body was weak, but 
my soul was kept in peace. Knowing the obligations I am under to pay 
money to several persons to whom the college is indebted, my mind is 
much exercised, and I feel very heavily the weight of such responsibility. 
The Lord opened the heart of--, and I thankfully received the kindness 
as from God and man. 

Preached at Jepthah Bowen's, and I trust the Lord was present; as also 
at the Lord's supper. 

We then hasted to the widow Paramore's, about nineteen miles: the 
people were moved whilst I exhorted them to come boldly to the throne of 
grace. 

On Friday I met with an engaged people at Parnell's, and they appeared 
tender whilst I enlarged on. "My grace is sufficient for thee." 

Vi~ginia 
After meeting we rode to Burton's, nineteen miles. 
Saturday, November I. Attended a quarterly meeting at Garrettson 

chapel. 0 how changed! A preacher absent nearly nine weeks from his 
n Duck Creek was the present Smyrna. 
11 The Sussex County Courthouse, erected between 1740 and 1750, stood on lhe north

east comer of the Episcopal Church yard of that time in Lewes, Delaware. In 1791 a 
transfer of the county seat to the present Georgetown was authorized. (Scharf, op. cit., 
Jl, 1204---6; Garrettson, op. cit., 127-29.) 

17 The Powell house was near Berlin, Worcester County, Maryland. The family may 
have been members of Perdeaux Chapel in Sinepu.'Cent Neck. Stevenson Church, Berlin, 
is the descendant of the original society. (Hallman, op. cit., 356.) 
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circuit, failing to give proper notice of the quarterly meeting. Other 
persuasions are less supine; and their minister boldly preaches against 
the freedom of the slaves. Our brother Joseph Everett98 with no less 
zeal and boldness, cries aloud for liberty-emancipation. 

Sunday, 2. Brother Whatcoat preached, and I exhorted a little. My soul 
and body are deeply impressed. We rode fifteen miles that evening, and 
held meeting again. 

Monday, 3. Myself and the people were comforted at Seymour's:e• 
we had a meeting in the evening. 

Wednesday, 5. I preached at the school house, on Peter's denial of 
Christ: it was a time of refreshing-there were few present that did not 
feel the word. Spoke again in the evening at Seymour's to a very un
feeling people. 

Friday. 7. Preached at the court house, to many people, with liberty. 
We have had heavy riding; dust, heat, and fevers. Our meeting at Down
ing's almost overcame us with heat and fatigue. 

Maryland 
At Annamessex quarterly meeting100 I was at liberty on Rev. iii, 20. 

Again I preached on, "Fear not, little flock,'' &c.: most of our members 
in these parts have freed their slaves. 

Wednesday, 12. We had a precious season at the Line chapel101 on Rev. 
ili, 18: "I counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the fire," &c. After 
meeting I rode to Broad Creek. We have travelled little less than two 
hundred miles a week. 

Thursday, 13. At quarterly meeting I preached on, "Thy teachers shall 
not be removed into a corner." 

Friday, 14. My subject was, "Is my hand shortened at all that I cannot 
redeem, or have I no power to deliver?"-there was some moving on the 
souls of the people. Rode twelve miles to Lewis's102 and preached at night 
on "Search the scriptures." 

•• Joseph Everett was the preacher in charge on the Caroline Circuit, Maryland. 
(See Minutes.) 

. '" See Journal entry for April 4, 1806. 
100 Annamessex Circuit first appears in 1783. This quarterly meeting was held in 

Annamessex Chapel, once called Phoebus, near Crisfield, Somerset County. (Lee, op. 
cit., 82; Hallman, op. cit., 104, 330.) 

101 Line Chapel, organized in 1779, was erected on a site called Pleasant Grove. Its 
proximity to the Delaware-Maryland boundary accounts for its name. It now stands 
on the D elaware side in Gumboro Hundred. (Scharf, op. cit., II, 1345.) 

10• John Lewis probably lived in Nantico)<e Hundred, Sussex County. Asbury, Cokes
bury, and St. Johnstown are congrega.tions in Nanticoke Hundred that had their origins 
under the ministry of Asbury. (Scharf, op. cit., IT, 1297, 1298.) 
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After preaching at North West Fork, I rode twenty-five miles to 
quarterly meeting at Henry Ennall's chapel: here we had a good time. 
I preached at Johnson's, Levin Todd's, and at the chapel. I feel myself 
weak, but the Lord is present. 

Maryland 
Friday, 21. I felt some power in speaking on Matt. xi, 5, 6, at Mr. Keel's. 

We came on to Hooper's,103 where we had a time of refreshing. 
Saturday and Sunday, 22, 23. Attended quarterly meeting at William 

Frazier's: there was some quickening among the people each day. 
We crossed Choptank River to Bolingbroke-death! death! The 

second day of our meeting a great power went through the congregation, 
and a noble shout was heard among the people. 

I was much led out at the Bay-side chapel, At Doctor Moses D. Allen's 
I was greatly comforted, after a wet ride of thirty miles. 

I preached at Queenstown to a few people, who appear to be far gone 
in forgetfulness of God. 

I went to Kent Island, and found about two hundred and .fifty people, 
among whom were some of the rich and great: we had a good meeting. 
I then returned to Queenstown, and gave the citizens another rally; 
there were more to hear than before. 

Saturday, 29. I felt some power in preaching at John Boardley's. We 
had a little move among the people at Choptank. My soul is kept in peace. 
In times past I have felt some disagreeable impressions on my mind about 
the college being burnt; now I have heard of an attempt to do it; but I 
trust the Lord will encamp about the house. We had a very good meeting 
at Dover, although the weather was very cold. We had meeting again that 
night in town-I hope not in vain. Next day I rode to Dudley's church, 
Queen Annes; and thence to Chestertown, and preached on, "Let us have 
grace whereby we may serve God acceptably, with reverence and godly fear." 

Saturday, December 6. I had some freedom in preaching at Stillpond 
church,104 011, "Simon, Satan hath desired to have you, that he might sift 
you as wheat," &c. , 

Sunday, 1. I preached at the widow Woodland's;1°• was not in a good 
108 This was Colonel William Hooper. 
101 Still Pond, Kent County, was a preaching place as early as 1773. Benjamin Abbott 

m,entions meeting the class at Howard's in that vicinity. (Ffirth : The Experience and 
Gospel Labours of the Rev. Benjamin Abbott: 121, 122; Colbert's Journal, II, 71; Hall-
man, op, cit., 318.) • 

10• Fora description ofa class meeting at Woodlands in Kent County, see Jesse Lee's 
Journal, quoted by Minton Thrift in Memoir of Jesse Lee, 187. 
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A~ I find testing and preaching ought to give way to exhortation. 
111eeUJlgs. ll reaching and very little exhortation at the New York Con
We bad ~ f on exhortation prevailed, and the work went on. We ought 
reience: 10 ·!ate all we can, one· to another. Brother Dougharty10• writes 
to coromu~od all manner of ways, jerking, dancing, etc.; yet the work 
tbe)' servUiey say the fellowship revives among the Presbyterians in the 
goes 00

• v ·strict. I shall be pleased to have a letter from you at Union 
eamd~?o B; sure to be full in a letter to ~e, if I live, at Camden, South 
'fo\Vll: a conference, and you shall hear (1f I am able) from the West. 
earolin I am, as ever, thine, 

F . Asbmy 

Q rterl" Review of the M.E. Church, South, XV (Nashl'ilfe, 1861), 629-30 
Toe ua , . 

A letter of William P. Chandler 
to Francis Asbury 

For sel'eral years Asbury had been trying to get reports from the presiding 
,!ders. He repeatedly ~riticized them beca":e they ~id n?t writ~. Here is a 
rood report from William P. ~handl~r. It_ ts espec,a/ly mterestmg because 
of Its report on the camp meet mg. It 1s said to be an extract. 

(To Francis Asbury] 

Rev. and dear Sir: 

Dl'LAWARE DISTRICT, DOVER 
A flg//S( 5, 1805 

As it is a part of my duty, to give you an account of the state of the 
d"lstrict, in which I preside; I rejoice, that it is in my power to state par
dculars, which will, no doubt, afford you satisfaction. 

When the appointments were made at lhe Conference,lll in May last, 
I felt an inexpressible solicitude of heart, that our labours might be 
aowncd with success the present year. The confidence and fellowship, that 
subsisted among the preachers, during our last sitting in Conference; 
('which confidence and fellowship have augmented among the preachers on 
Utis district, since that time;) gave birth to a hope, that we should have 
ruch times this year, as we had not known before. 

Saturday, May 18, our quarterly-meeting began at Barratt's chapel, for 
~vc,r circuit. A considerable congregation was assembled. At eleven 

_oclock, brother J. Aikensm preached; and there was a general influence 
llpon the people. After several exhortations, the meeting closed with 

;: Presiding c!der on the Camden District, South Carolina Conference. 
iu Pennsylv_ania. 111 Philadelphia Conference. 

Iatnes Aikens, pastor on the Accomack (Virginia) Circuit. 



328 
. ~-( 

evident marks of conviction upon the count - '<. • 
mornin L . enances of many 0 g. our ove-feast was accompanied with th • • n,S • 
of God. After the love-feast seein th e presence anq no.,,,,;;;; 
so large,) would not hold hill' the Pg alt ~ur house, (notwithstanduig ''·.:~., 
th bli . . eop e' we made arran •i e pu c meeting m the woods. Brother R L m gements to • 
sermon; several followed with exhortation. "ar/on . preached a profi~ 
people the arrangement and order of our' exp:r ~~ch, I explained to~ 
held? !uly 25, &c. At the close of our meeting ~: h:;mP-me~tfog, to J,j. , 
of divme grace; the people were much affected. a gracious sh()._- • 

Satur<lay, May 25, at Milford, brother c s 1u b :) 
;!even o'clock, and preached a useful se~o:.§und:ga1 our meeting It.~ 
east, ~e p~wer of God was very present; and the e YI ' at our_~ • 

and ~Illmation. By request, brother Spry preached Pag°:lne tpdoke With life . 
peop e were refreshed and encouraged O ay; and the ~ 

_Saturday and Sunday, June I and 2. our meetin be . ~ i 
this place I preached to the peopie three times Ki gan tn Lewes."' 4t .• 
thought this a good quarterly-meeting and the best ry 0~ our bre~ }: 
attended. There is a work of God in the . 't. fi ove- east they e~ : 
turned to God since the Conference and b~li~ecut • a ew souls have been . 

Fr L I ' vers seem to be much ,:..e om ewes, proceeded to Snow-HilJ m where th auve, , 
~s held, for St. ~artin'su• circuit, the 8th and 9th of ~u~:arterly-mee~ /'' 
highly favoured mdeed. Many were so filled with th l • Here we \V!,C ; 
they could ~carcely restrain themselves so far as to egi~;et;r_ Gidr that,-111:~. 
an o!'portu01ty to tell what God had done for them At th e~r rethren , 
publtc meeting, the power of God came upon the ·eo le· e c ose of the • , 
fifteen to twenty, at one time, were on their knees c p . p ' so that from . 
the hearts of the people all thro' the h , ry:mg for mercy. And . •. 

d ouse were made so tender th '"' wor s spoken to almost any of them 'Would th ' at a ac, 
fusely. Three or four of the mourn:rs profe~:eu:Ct e tears to .flow pr~ 
parthdon of their sins; and evident marks of deep cin:~o: sense o_f_tJic 
m e countenances of the greater part of the con ti" were V1SJb_lc 

June 15 and 16 w h ld grega on. • ~ 
Brodthe~ !· Seward' pr:ac~ed ~~:r~~:t~~~~!{~~n~~~:~cy~o~~ck c1h·rcwd·, , , 
goo time. After our meeting I d h ' n we a J1 ""' 
went to the house of Major J ;'8;.ec ose b' t ~ prea~hers, by invitatio~ . .; ~ 
court-house His lad b b • • rr, a ?ut ve nules from Accomack • 
We had not bee y as een, for some time, a member of our Society.~ •• 
subject f r . n _long there, before t~e conversation turned upon th~ • 
found hi: r~ fon, and I cann?t describe the satisfaction I felt when I •• 

mm prepared to receive the truth of the gospel. He resolved _th . 
113 Ri h d • ., ~ 
u• Che. ar Lyon, pastor on the Dover (Delaware) Circu1't • . . .. 

nstopher Spry ·a· • 
1804. (See Minutes.) was pres1 mg elder on that district from 1796-99. He located In 

111 E 'd 
117 1t en:y Lewes-town, Del~ware. (Minutes, 1805.) 111 M 1 d 

enry oelun and James R1dgaway were on this circuit. (Minute.r~ 8~~-)· 
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morning, to make a public confession of Jesus Christ, by going to the 
JJ'rd's-table. This resolution he kept; and God our Saviour met us there 
JD-lllercy and power. 

• At our Love-feast w~ch followed, ~e~eral pers?n~ professed to receive 
-jhe k:nowledge of salvation by the rem1ss1on of thetr sms. As the house was 

t sufficient to contain one half of the congregation, we were obliged to 
~~Id our meeting under the pines. There the mighty power of God came 

· ainong the people. 0 the praying, weeping and trembling! Surely this 

111
eeting will not be forgotten. It is probable that there never was a meet

·:}llg in Accomack circuit, at which the people were so generally and so 
sensibly affec~ed by_ the presence of th~ Lord. ~ think the greater part of 
lbe congregation IDlght have been detamed until sun-set. 

on the 22d and 23d of June, the quarterly-meeting was held at John-

100•5us meeting-house. We had a good time on Saturday, while brother 
,seward was preaching. Our Love-feast on Sunday morning was a refresh
ing season to many souls; and two in particular were able to say, before 
tlieY left the house, that Jesus has power on earth to forgive sins. I have no 
doubt but numbers were deeply wounded with a sense of their misery; 
while others praise.cl God for the things they had felt and seen. 

Saturday and Sunday, June 29 and 30, our quarterly-meeting for Anne
inessick circuit, was held at Salisbury.uo At this place we had a blessed 
time. A few souls have been powerfully affected in this village within a 
few days; but I did not learn, that more than one or two got a sense of 
pardoning love at the quarterly-meeting. 

There is a blessed work of God on this circuit. The preachers have taken 
into society many since Conference; a goodly number of whom are per
sons of much respectability. 

July 6 and 7, a quarterly-meeting for Somerset-circuit, was held at 
laure1.uo We had an encouraging time from the beginning to the end of 
our meeting. 

July 13 and 14, we held our quarterly-meeting for Dorchester121 circuit, 
at Church-creek. Here there is a rapid work. The preachers are engaged in 
labour almost night and day. They have taken into society more than six 
hundred members since Conference; and the work is said to be increasing. 
0 my God, ride on and people the earth with subjects of thy grace l 
• Carolinem quarterly-meeting was held at the new meeting-house, near 
Collins' Cross-Roads, July 20 and 21. Because of the numbers that were 
assembled, we kept our meeting under the trees; and the Lord was with 
us. In the evening two souls professed to find the Lord, in the pardon of 
their sins. We bad a comfortable time, both in the Love-feast and at the 
pubUc preaching on the Sabbath; but we were obliged to hold our meet
ings in the woods. There are proofs of a blessed revival of religion on this 

11• On the Eastern Shore of Virginia, near Prank.town. It is a flourishing church. 
111 Maryland. no Ibid. m Ibid. m Ibid. 
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