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Dover, Delatmre, !lovamber 13, 1927,

A Bricf Statement of tho Transition from the Q0ld School Building of
Povaor to the liow Schopl Building.

. T™ig day norkod tho trcnofer of tyo colorod childron of the
Dover public echools from the two 0ld sohool buildings,——-the one on
Slaughter Streot and the other om Division 3trcet,~--to the oplondid

“and sdeguats new school building ereoted ot tke woot silde of Dover
by the Delawaro School Auxllisry dssoointion through the ponsrosity
and philanthropy of Mr. Plerro 3. Dnlont of Wilmington. -

The day opencd with olouds obscurlng the nky and throeatening
rain, but poon tho sun broke through and contributed to tlie pleasuro
of this Rod Lettor Day. .

The ohildren gutheresd st thelr reespociive school buildings
whaora they werwv 3rouped for their_pioturaa before departing fuf thelr
row sohool building, Mr, Horman C, Taylor ook the ploture of the
lorge group at the Slaughter Street BOhﬂOl.‘ This group, after sing-
ing, formed in double oolumn ecnd marchod up Kirkwood Strect to
Biviﬁion Stroot. : ~.

Aftor toking this pleturs, Mr, Taylor imiediately wont to the
Divislion 3treot school whore he took the ploture of the 55 ohildren
gatherod thoro that morning. The Divielon Stroot pohool housed the
bth ond 6ta gradesc in one room, amrd tho 7th and 8th grados in the
other room,.

Haoxt tho rupils of both sohools Joinod in & triumphal march on
Division strect out to the new school buillding., This hap'y proconsion
was nnde up that morning ao follomé: 19 pupile of the 7th and 8th
ersdos aooompanied by tholr toacher liss Mary Brotm hosded the pro

Seoalon oerrylng o banzer ontitled "Bovor Spoolal Distriot," fiaxs
L
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in the lins of morch como the Gth and 6th grode rooms mmbering 37

puapile lod by their tozcher, Mra, Genchlove Anderson, Those two
rooms huve bean housod in the Division Striot 2chool,

| Hoext 1n the mrocesgion camo the 4th grodo numboring 84 ruplls led
by thelr teacher, lirs. Bve Ralxes. Tho fourth group in the 1line wma
the 3rd grade numbering 49 puplls 1-°4 by their teagher, Mrs., Carrie
Bleckson; next cocme the 24 grade room uumbering 36 pupils led by thelr
teacher, Hiso Floesye Bucknor; snd tho last in this triumpisl march
aeme the 1st grade room with 42 children in lino and ccoompanioed by
thelr toachor, Mre. Edmonis REuffin, The 1lsst four roons heve been
housod in the Slenghtor Stroet Schobl.

210 colorod ohildren end thelr 6 teochora were in this memorable
meroh on Mondsy morning, Hovember 13, 1922, whioh loft their old
Sohool buildings about 9 A.M. and arrived 6t the splcndtd new school
bullding erected on a 6~core tract of ground 8t the wost edge of the
Dover Spscinl Sohool D;atriot.

The 1ine of colored ehiidren cssombled in front of the new
¢olorod school buil&ins vhere another rioture wes taken by Hr. Horman
C. ToyloTr. Ono of each of those group clotures will ba enlerged,
framed, and placed on the wall of tho offico in the new oolored school.

Undor tho direction of the bﬁild&r of tio new school, Mre. B, He
Henderer, tho offiolal photographer of the Delawars School Auxiliary
Assoolntion took additlonal plotures of the new golorsd school while
the coloro.i childron wers grouped in front of the School end efter
they wont into the euditorium. This officlal pholtographer also took
plotures of tho interior of tho sohool enditorium,

Boxt tho two upper rooms formed 8 olrole sarcupd the new steol
fleg~pole ond salutod tho Amoriosa f£lag oo 1% flosted proudly in the
breese on this eventful hay.



-3

Pollowing the flapg-salute tieo ¢hildren amsembled In the largas
enditoriwn which acote 500 persons, ~eovercl of the parcnts cnd frienda
of tho ohlldren slso guthered in tho recar of tho suditorium to enjoy
the first olapol oxercise keld iIn the now Sohool,

Hina Mary Brom led tho singing and Mra. Gonovievo Andorson
progided at the plano, wille pevorol eongs were oung by the children
fron tho now ruaic booklcte provided for tholr use. |

Supt. We Be Thormburzh had ohzcrze of that firat prozrom desig-
natod as the opening progran.

Dre e o Jaaon; Principel of the State College for colorod
chlldren, lod the dovoticnnl ecxorolsces. The 23rd Paalm waw read
ag tho gsoripture lesacn. Yollowing & shor$ prayer by Dr. Jason, he
then made a brioef tslk in v_:h@ah ke expressed the cordiasl appreciation
of his poople for the magnanimous gift which had been givon then
through the philanthropy of Mre. Pilerre S, DuPont., Ir. Jeson urged
his peopla to provo their approoistion of thie wonderful gift by
devoloping :Lnto tha typo of cltigens thet would be o oredit to
this count.ry.

' The other poroong geated on the platform during that progran
wore as follove: iy, John Carrow, presldent of the Looal Beoard
of Bdvoation, Mr. Herman C, Taylor, a ldember of the looel Board aond
¥r, Herry C, licshorry, 2ditor of tho Indez. Hr. Taylor, ropresenting
the Looal Board of Eduoation, spoko briecfly sotting forth the purposes
for whioh the now school was ercoted, and oxprogsed tho kope that the
golorod children end their parents would raspond to, end rmoosure
vp to thelr now opportunitiens.

Supt. Thornburgh then gave definite suggostions and instructions
to both childron and teachsre ocovering the oors cAd use of the
new achool building end groumds.

]
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Follovwing thy elooing eong by tho ohildrem the first oﬁupel :
oxercilses olosod, and the six groups of childron gothered in their:
respeotive new clugs-rooms im the following lgoatlons: lilgs Mary
Bromm's group, 7th and 8th grades,-in-bhe Southwast room, Miss
Genovicve Anderson's group, 6th and 6th grodes, in the Southesst
room; Hrse iva Raikes' group, 4th grodes, in tho #ent room, Mrs.
Carrie Blookson's group, Srd grode, in tho Bast room, liss Floacye
Buckmer's group, 24 grade, in the Bortheast room, end lHrs, Edmonia
Ruffin's group, lot grade, 1n tho Northwest room,

On the aftornoon of the opening day, the oolored eohools of
Dover began their regular schocl work in the new ocolored school

building in Dover, ‘
Mondoy, Hovembeyr 13, 1922, will be long remanbored as s memornble

day by the colored poorple of Dovers

NOTE:- These data were prepared by Supt. W.B.Thornburgh.



BOOKER T. WASHINGTON CQLORED SCHOOL DOVER, DELAWARE

This 13 2 one and one, equal to two storles, part basement
brick building, composition pltch and slag flat roof, interior
finish, plaster on brick walls, hung wire lath e&nd plaster celilings,
vood floors, trim and doors; auditorium, buff brick walls, hung wire
lpth end plaster ceillng, vwood floor; heat 1s furnished by a low
pressure steam coal fired boiler.

Section Bullt 1919-1920 Total cublc feet 234,813
Cube factor .30 = $70,443.90
Depreciation 20% 14,088.78

Estimeted Value $56,355.12

Section Built 1934 Total cublc feet 103,078
Cube factor .30 = $30,923,40
Depreciation 9% 2,783.11
Estimated Vslue $28,1%0.29
56,355.12

Totel Estimated Value $84,4895. 41
call $84,500.00
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Booker T. Washington Colored School

Dover, Delaware

Dorothy A. Mitchell
July 24, 1991
ED 603

Dr. D. Koble

History and Philosophy of Education



Booker T. Washington School, now West Dover Elementary, has had
a long and interesting history and has undergone both a name change
8s well as numerocus additions and renovations. It has changed from
a small ‘all colored school serving grades 1-8 in the Dover Special
School District to a sprawling, integrated school serving students
from grades K-4 in the Capital School Districe.

Prfior to its construction in 1921-1922, "colored" children attended
2 schools in downtown Dover; the 2 room Red Hall School on Division
Street housing grades 5-8 with 2 teachers and the Slaughter Street
4 room, 4 teacher school housing grades 1-4. These schools, while
segregated, were under the authority of the newly named Dover Special
School District.{ the School Laws of 1919 created 13 special school
districts statewide, mainly in urban areas,) All the funds for the
initial construction of Booker T. Washington School came from the
Delaware School Auxiliary Association, endowed by the generosity
and philanthropy of Mr. Pierre S. Dupont of Wilmington, In fact,
many in the Black community refer to it as a Dupont school. However,
I was unable to find any records of construction plans or costs,
though it had a total cubic footage of 234,813 according to 1941
insurance valuation records in the state archives, The builder was
Mr. E.M. Henderer.

Booker T. Washington was officially opened on November 13, 1922
with a triumphal march of 210 students and 6 teachers from the old
buildings to the new,located on 6 acres of land on the western edge
of Dover. Picture taking, speeches, devotions, games, and singing
helped mark the occasion. Persons attending included District -Sipt. -
W. B. Thornburgh, Dr. William C. Jason, principal of the State
College for colored children, Harry C. McSherry, Editor of the Index,
8 weekly newspaper, plus members of the school board and Delaware
School Auxiliary Association.

The classes were broken down as follows:

Slaughter Street School

Grade # students teacher

1 42 Mrs. Edmonia Ruffin
2 36 Mrs. Flossye Buckner
3 _ 49 Mrs, Carrie Blackson
4 28 Mrs. Eva Raikes



Red Hall School

Grade # students teacher
5-6 37 Mrs. Genevieve Anderson
7-8 18 Miss Mary Brown

The first addition to Booker T. Washington in 1934 consisted
of 4 classrooms, 2 on either side of the main structure, a total
of 103,078 cubic feet according to the 1941 insurance valuation
records and cost roughly $38,000. The district received an appropriation
of $28,000 from the State Board of Public Instruction and a $9,000Q
Federsl Grant to fund these additions and alterations, The architect
for the project was George Edwin Pope, Rupert & Fulenwider of
Wilmington was the general contractor, and J.E. Workman, Inc. of
Wilmington was the roofing and sheet metal contractor. The contract
provisions called for an hourly wage of $1.10 for skilled labor,
$.45 for unskilled, no Sunday work, a 30 hour work week, and no convict
labor. )

As 8 matter of interest, Delaware State College , around 1934,
was forced to upgrade its curriculum from a junior college/normal
school to 4 year status in order to receive accreditation by the
Middle Atlantic States. Therefore, it was necessary for the "colored"
schools to provide a 9th grade education since this was now required
for entrance to Delaware State. Thus, Booker T. Washington reorganized,
as did many "colored" schools, to add a junior high encompassing
grades 7-9 in 1934-35. At the same time, Home Economice and Manual
Arts were added to the curriculum. I spoke with Mr. W.C. Laws (Dr.
Ruth Laws' hushband) the first shop teacher and he described the
program as generally a bad situation. They met in a regular classroom
located in the basement, stored lumber in the cloakroom, used all
hand tools, and had no hot water. A Mrs. Floyd was the first home
economics teacher and I understand the situation wasn't a great deal,
better,

In 1941, The General Assembly appropriated $94,000 to improve
the educational facilities of Booker T. Washington. An agricultural
teacher was hired on a 1/3 time basis at a salary of $1800 (part
federal funding)} with $200 for travel and $100 for supplies. The 10th grade

level was also added at this time.



Another addition «consisting of 2 or 3 classrooms on the west
end of the building was accomplished in 1952-53., At this time music
was added to the curriculum and Thelma Draine was hired for this
purpose.

In 1952, Wm. Henry was opened and the 9th and 10th grades were
transferred there,turning Booker T. Washington back into a grades 1-8
school "once again. Harley S, Taylor was the first Wm. Henry principal
followed by James Hardcastle who was principal until the closing
of Booker T. Washington and Wm. Henry as "colored" schools in 1965.

At this point the buildings were converted by the district and made

a part of the total educational system of the district. Booker T.
Washington's name was changed around this time to West Dover Elementary
and became a first through 6th grade school for awhile. The name
change for this school created much dissension within the community

and no official reason was ever given for the change though a number

of stories evolved.

A major renovation took place in 1976. 4At‘'this point, the
existing classrooms were remodeled to incorporate the open classroom
concept and the former Green Room (original all purpose,500 person
assembly, cafeteria, etc.) was converted to the school library. The
architect for the project was Thomas J.Walters of- Wilmington, EJT
Construction Co. of Dover was the general contractor, and Diamond
State Engineering of Dover was in charge of the mechanical engineering
aspect., The final addition that I was able to document was a &

classroom addition on the back of the building in 1989.

5. Marcellus Blackburn was the first principal of Booker T.
Washington, At first, in addition to administrative duties, he also
taught 8th grade math and English. His principalship there spanned
40 years from 1923-1963 when he retired after 47 years in public
education (1916-1963--46 in Delaware). Today there is a hallway
dedicated to him at the West Dover Elementary.

Since, there has been a succession of principals, some staying
only a short time. Helen Hicks, retired secretary (1990) at Booker T.
Washington and West Doveg said she worked under about 10 principals
during her 35 year career. She was also a former student of Booker

T. as was James Hardcastle who was an 8th grader in 1927, These
principalsincluded Herman Clayton, Mary Hearne, Henry J. Papernick,
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Herman Glass, Joseph Threadgill, Wesley Hall, 1 year without a
principal when Martin Duffy died early in the year (Martin Burns
and Earl Corchranlooked in on them ec¢casionally) and finally Dan
Kingery who remained from 1975-1990.

Some interesting trivia which I picked up from looking at old
registers and talking to various people are as follows:

Jim Hardcastle told me that as an 8th grader in 1927, all 8th
grade boys and girls walked from Booker T. Washington along the
railroad tracks to Delaware State College once a week where the boys
could choose from woodworking, auto mechanics, and agriculture while
the girls participated in home economics. This was going on before,
probably as.early as 1925 he thought and contimued for some time
afterwards. They walked regardless of the weather.

In 1927-1928 according to Mr, Blackburn's register, there were
400 books in the school library.

In 1925 there were 190 school days. By 1930-31, this number had
dropped to 185, and by 1948-49 the number had dropped to our present
figure of 180, .

Yearly salaries were as follows:

year amount # years experience
1925-26 $ 750 1

1927-28 1000 5

1930-31 1000 5

1931-32 1300 15

1938-39 1200 21

1948-49 2800 31

The information in this short history came from research of
old DPI records stored in the Hall of Records, and conversations
with James Hardcastle, W.C. Laws, Juanita Cooper, and Helen Hicks.
There is a great deal of information out there but it is scatrered
in many places. I also gleaned some information from old registers

which are presently stored in the kindergarten wing at West.
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Instructions to Teachers

(Read before beginning to make out report)

Write legibly, with pen and ink. Fill all blank spaces that
apply to your individual enrollments. Enter in the columns what
is directed below:

Col. 1. Month and day of entering your school. (9-16 means
9th month and 16th day.)

Col. 2. i a resident of this district, enter its number. (Special
Districts use (V) in this column.)

Col. 3. If & child enters your district from another school dis-
trict, show county and district number thus: N. C./80
means the child entered your school from District No.
80, New Castle County.

Col. 4. If a child enters your district from another State, write
abbreviation of State.

Col. 5. Other reasons for late entrance other than given in col-
umns 3 and 4. See code for columns 5 and 11, other side.
(Example: The symbol “3” would mean child entered
late because of ill health.) .

Col. 6. Age September 1, 192 , in years and months. (See ex-
planation at top of column 8.)

Col. 7. Each pupil is numbered in thjs column.

| Col. 8. Enter alphabetically, by sex and grades, full name of

pupils. Enter names of lower grades first.
Col. 9. Grade or class entered by pupil (Roman numerals.)

Col. 10. Grade to which child is promoted at close of school. (Use
Romsan numerals.)

Col. 11. Give reasons for non-promotion. See code for this col-
umn, other side. (Example: “C” in this column would
indicate not promoted on account of “Irregular Atten-
dance.”)

Col. 12. Number of days pupil belonged to school (Number of
days from date of entramce to date of leaving achool,
both dates included.)

Col. 13. Actual number of days pupil attended.

Col. 14. Divide number of days attended by the number of days
pupil belonged, to get percentage of attendance. (Give
answer to one decimal, as 85.6)

Col. 15. Date of leaving school. (Whether moving out of district,
stopping school for reason indicated in code for column
18, or whether in school until close.)

Col 16. Into what district in this State moved? (K /21 would
indicate the child moved into District No. 21, Kent Co.)

Col. 17. Moved out of Delaware into what State? (Abbreviate.)

Col. 18. List reasons by code number given for this column and
column 5. Bee other side. If a child leaves school early,
although not moving out of the school district, list the
cause by code number. (Example: “5” would signify
leaving school for “Agricultural Work.”)
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School Questionnaire

1. Total number of days school was open....[.?.o ...........
2. Number of days echool was closed on account of legal holi-

days ...... / 3 .............. e e
3. Number of days school was closed on account of instituteSGZJ

4. Number of days school was closed on account of quaran-

5. Number of days achool was closed on account of storms.. 0.

6. Number of days school was closed due to tescher’s illness. O

7. Number of days taught by yourself........ /?\ 0.
8. Number of days taught by a substitute........ 0 ...........
9. Total number of days tapght............. / .................

10. Teacher’s salary per year./.¢"¥%.....Amount paid substi-

tutes e, [P Cerarareenes
11, Number of visits to bome of children by teasher...v3. 3.....
12. Number of Eighth Grade Graduates.i b .ILS. graduates. . Q..
13. Total number of pupils promoted. de .Not promoted. (Qz

14. Number of volumes in library exclusive of supplementary or

school texts ..... /7,- 7 ...........

15. Drte when first employed as teacher in Delaware. A 7/25 .
16, How many years have yon taught in present district. /I

17. How many years have you taught in Delaware....... ...
16. Total number of years’ experience in teaching........ a....
19. Number of vieits to school by patroms........ / 7 . O ....... .

20, Number of pupils neither absent nor tardy during the year. 6 .
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RECORD OF CLASSIFICATION AND OF POSITION OF CLASSES AT CLOSE OF SCHOO

DirecTIONS.  After 1 in each space write the grades, as 7 and 8, that are in that class in that study. After 2 write ©
name of the text-book used and the page on which the year’s work ended. If no book was used write ‘““oral.”’ Branch
not named may be written for those named.

READING f ARITHMETIC SPELLING GEOGRAPHY HISTORY LANGUAG
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l COPY OF ORDER OF RECITATIONS AS FOLLOWED THIS SCHOOL YEAR
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Library Record

ScHooL LiBraRY: No. of volumes_..il._; total readings of books from it by pupils ’L7L7 ; by teachers . 7 5
7 by eommunity.,.....[D..;_...

Travering Lieranies: Number stationed here dnring year......u...._o...._.....; containing total number volumes........... O ;
- «total readings from them by pupils....(......; by teacher Q...; by community_.... ..
Dmecrion: Count each time a book is read s ‘‘reading.’’

























Pierre §. duPont’s Grand Experiment Page 99

we should equip that hall with seats, motion picture outfit and
stage properties, at a cost of $3700.'%

The Auxiliary Assoeiation usually located new school buildings near the old schoolhouses.
If surveys showed a change in the concentration of the population, then they made attempts to
locate the new school to reflect it. They tried to locate the new schools in the center of
population concentrations. The new site for the Booker T. Washington school reflected shifts in
the African American population away from the south side of Loockerman Street to the north
side of it. There were numerous complaints about these new school locations that came mainly
from Euro-Americans. Mrs. Nolan Steele from Dover complained in a letter to duPont about the
location of the Booker T. Washington School. She wrote:

I have a little matter to bring Befo_re you. We own the farm that
joins the ground on which the colored school-house stands here 1n
Dover. Our land joins it on the west and north. My own two little
boys, 7 and 11 years of age walk into Dover school every morming,
and they are compelled to meet the road full of negro [sic]
children...Partly on account of this we put our farm in the agent’s
hands for sale. Two or three different parties have been out to look
at the place and because of the negro [sic] school-house, would not
have it any price [sic]. You see it not only causes a depreciation in
the value of our property, but knocks the sale of 1t entirety.'®

By the mid 1920s, the Auxiliary Association had completed fifty-three buildings with 156
rooms. The Auxiliary Association had under construction an additional twenty-nine buildings
and sixty classrooms for both Euro-American and African Americans. During the 1920s,
African Americans began settling into their new schools and began operations.

18 «Co-operative Citizenship in Delaware,” Report to the Annual Meeting of the Service Citizens of Delaware,
{(May 12, 1922}, 74, Purnell Collection-Service Citizens, RG 9200, Delaware State Archives.
184 Mrs. Nolan Steele, Dover, Delaware, to P.S. duPont, October 26, 1923, P.S. duPont Papers.
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