
ll-ovor. Delamlre. t ova:nbor 13. 192;'?. 

A Brief Utatcmont of tho Trsnai t1on trorn tllo Old School Bu1ld1l1R of 

P9vo;: to the lfow School Building. 

·· 'Elio day ;.1arkod. tho trru:i.of or of tllo colorod childron of tho 

Dovor public cohoole froo the t'W old school buildings.~the ona on 

Slun8hter Stroot nr..d tho other on D1v1aion 3troet.--to the o:plondid 

ond nd.aquo ta new eohool bu1ld111;l e%ected a. t the vioot side of .Dover 

by the Delumro Soaool AuxU.icry AGtJociation through the goI1Broeity 

and philanthropy of Mr • .Pierro s. Do?ont of Wll.nington • . . 

~e dil;J o~nod vrith cloude obsourlng the oky nnd tllrontening 

rain. but soon the sun brolte thro'Q8h nnd contr1batad to tho plerumro 

of thie Rod Lottor ~ay. 

~e children guthered at their reepoatlvo school balldi.nga 

llher~ the~ wero grouped for tkeir picturoo before deporting for their 

no·.·, school bu1ld1Il8. llr. Hem-& c. Taylor took the ]?ioture ot the 

largo group o.t tho Sl..oughter street soh-ool. ~s s-roup. after sing-

1.na'. formed in double o.olmim tmd ms.i-chod up Xi.rkWOod Stroot to 

l>i.vialon Stroot. 

Attar tnltl.ng thi~ p1oture. Mr. ~lor 1mr•led1ately wont to tho 

Division Street school !'lb.ore ka took the pioturo o~ the 55 children 

gat.aerod tlloro that morning. ~e l>iv1e1on Stroot cohool housed the 

5th ood 6th gra.doe in one rooc. and tho '1th and 8th arodoe in the 

0th.or room. 

lloxt tho pupils of both eohoole jo1ned in e. trium:phnl. march on 

Division etreot out to the now aohool building. ~s hn:p,·-y prococsion 

\'roe mnde up tnnt morning ao follows: 18 pupil.a or the 7th. nnd 8th 

gradoe aooompaniod by thoir tonoher lti00 Mory Bromi hoaded the pro 

oooaion ocrrying o banner ontitlod ~DQvor o ~r-00101 District." next 
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in the 11na of ooroh c~o tlio Gth and 6th 31'0t1c rooms number,1na 5? 

pupUo led b:, ~'1air tonohor. ltra. Geno111ovo Anderoon. ~0110 two 

rooms .huve boen houeod in tho Divi~lon ::Jtr.-;ot School. 

llext in the prooesoion ca:??o the 4th grooe nm:ibori113 28 pupils led 

by their teaohor • Urs. h'vn Raike a. 1'ho ~ourth group 1n tlle 1 ino wns 

ue 3rd ffl"ade nambcrill8 49 pupils l :]d by their teacher. litre. Carrie 

Blackson; rtut Cal.ile the 2d. grade room ~baring 3G pupils led b:, their 

teacher. liise b'loesyo Bucknor: 6Zld tho l~nt in this tT1ump .'';n1 marclL 

0$~ the let trr3do room m.th·_ 42 clilldron in lino end c.coompaniod by 

their to.ooh.or, Mre. Edmonin Ruttin. !he last four rooms hnve been .. 
houeod 1n the Sla.ughtor Stroet SOlao()l. 

21.0 colorod cldldren nild their 6 teochors nere 1n· th1e omorabl.e 

moral\ on Mondcy morning, llovanber 1a. 1922, whioh l.oft their old 

Sollool buildings about 9 A..Y. and arrived at tho splandtd new sollool 

build.ills ereotod on o 6-aore troot of Pound at tho woe~ edse ot the 

Dovor 51.,eciul 8ohool District. 

~e line of colored ohildren noaomb1cd in fiont ot the now 
.. . 

colorod ochool building vmere nnother pioturo wes taka~ bJ' Hr. l!ormon 

o. Taylor. Ono of euoh ot these group t: ictu:r:cs w.ll.l ba • enlarged. 

frmo41 and pl:lcod on the wall of tho offico in the new oolorod eohool.; 

Under tho lireotlon o-r tho buil.der of t:oo naw oohool. Mr. B. •• 

Eenderer • tho o!fioial photosrapher of the Do1rnmre School Juxn 1a%7 

Aasooiation took additional pioturee of tho new colorod school while 
. . 

tho ooloro l ohildron uere grouped in front o:t tho Sohool and after 

tlury wont into tho 8tl.d1 torimn. Thie of:tioinl :photographer aleo took 

piotures o! tho 1nt-orior o~ tho solloo1 auditorium. 

Koxt tho two upper rooms formed a c1ro1e around the new at.eel 

:tlsg-p0le and sal.u~d tho Amor1oan. flag no it Boated proudl7 in the 
, 

breese on 'Ulis event~'11 do-7• 



Follom.n.g tho fln~ooluto tbo Ohild.ron OBS8Clblod in the large 

auditorium VJh.1011 sc.!J.te 500 parsons. !;ievercl of the -poronto ond iTiendfl 

of tlii::, children else ga-tharod in tho rcor of tho auditorium to enjo~ 

the :first oliar,ol oxcro1ee held 1n too now SOhool. 

Mifw .. llury Brom led t.I'lo einging 2?ld Mro. Gonovicvo Andoraon 

prooided at the 1)1uno. Jiul.e oovoro.l eo115s wero D\ll\3 b:, the children 

f'roo tho now rruaio booklote provided for thoir u·ao. 

:.mpt. w. B. Thor.iburgh hod ollnr.~ of thst first pro<3rt:im deoig­

natod o.e tho openi~ program. 

Dr. .~4':l. c. Jason. Principal o~ • the State c.ol.lege for oolorod 

children, lod tho dovotionnl. exe1~iaoa. Tho 23rd ~Galm wa~ reo.d 

aa tho soripturo losnon. Following a short pra~er by Dr. Jason. he 

then made a briot tsl.k 1n whioll he expre3sed the cordial. approoietion 

of his people for wbioh lmd been given th.on 

"-hrougl1 the plltlonthr0111 of~• Pierre s. DuPont. Dr • .Te.eon urgod 

hie people to pro-vo their npproo1a"t1on o-t. tllis wondorful gift bJ 

devolopins into the typo of o1 tlsena th.et muld be o oredi t tQ 

tide coun't17. . . 
!Che other poroona oeuted on tho platform during that program 

wero aa :tol1ovm: 11r. John Carrow. president of' the 1..ooal. Bon?'d 

o;t Bduo-ation_ l.u-. Herman c. Taylor• a ldembor o:t the Loocl Board nnd 

.l:rr. R.e.rry c. Mo~orry, ~itor of tho Index. Rr. Taylor. ropreaent1.!l8 

tho Looa.l Bo~ of muootion_ epoko briefly- eott1ng forth tho purposes 

for \.'ihioh tho now sohool vso e,reoted. and oxproeoed ti» hope that the 

colored children and tholr pnronto would reopond to, and r:x,·osure 

up to thoir no~ opportunitieo. 

supt. ~ornburgh then gnvo defin1to $USBOetlons and iootruotions 

to ~th oll.J.l.dron and teach.ore oovorins tile cnre odd uoe of the 

new eohool. building end groUJlds. 



Follo\tlng t l10 o1oe1DS cons by tho ohildren t1u, first ohnpel 

exeraieea olocod. snd the eix groups of ohildron gothorod i:a their · 

rospeoti ve new clu.su-rooma 111 tho .toll.owing loontlone i 1I1oa tiilry 

Brom' e group. 'Ith o..nd 8th aradee, in t be Southwest room, Uiee 

Gcnoviove Anderson' e group. 5-th nnd 6th grades. in the Southoaa, 

room. llrs • .::..'Tn Rtl1.kea' Bl"OUP, 4th gro.def.1n tho "8at room, Mrs. 

Carrio BlaoksQn 's gronp. Srd grade. in the Rast room. J.Uea Flosc79 

Buokner's group. 2d grade. in the Dor'tboast room. end llrs. Bdmonia 

Rut:tin's gr"()Up, lot grade. 1n ~ llorth\'l'Oet room. 

on, tho, .attornoon ot _ ~ opening day. the oo1ored eohoola o~ 

Dover begon their ragi.1...1.ar aobool work in the new colored school. 

bu1ld1.ng in Devor. 

ltond.ay •. November 13. 1922, will b~ long rer:i«nbared as a mmoroble 

day b1' t.lte colored poople of Dover. 

NOTE: - Theee data were prepared bJ Supt. W.B.Thornburgh. 
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BOOKER T. WASHINGTON COLORED SCHOOL DOVER, DELAWARE 

This is a one a.nd one, equal to two stories, part basement 
brick building, compo~ition pitch e..nd slag flat roof, interior 
finish, plaster on brick walls, hung vire lath end plaster ceilings, 
wood floors, trim e.nd doors; auditorium, buff brick walls, hung wire 
lath end plaster ceiling , wood floor; heat is furnished by a low 
pressure stea.m coal fired boiler. 

Section Built 1919-1920 Total cubic feet 
Cube factor .30 = 
Depreciation 20% 
Est1.ms.ted Value 

Section Built 1934 Total cubic feet 
Cube factor .30 = 
Depreciation 9% 
Estimated Value 

Total Estimated Value 
Call 

234,813 
$70,443. 90 
14,088.78 

$56,355.12 

103,078 
$30,923.40 

2,783.11 
$28,140.29 
56,355.12 

$84,495.41 
$84,500.00 
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Booker T. Washington School, now West Dover Elementary, has had 

a long and interesting history and has undergone both a name change 

as well as numerous additions and renovations, It has changed from 

a small ·all colored school serving grades 1-8 in the Dover Special 

School District to a sprawlins, integrated school serving students 

from grades K-4 in the Capital School District. 

Prior to its construction in 192I-,192,2, 11 co·lored" children attended 

2 schools in downtown Dover; the 2 room Red Hali School on Division 

Street housing grades 5-8 with 2 teachers and the Slaughter Street 

4 room, 4 teacher school housing grades 1-4. These schools, while 

segregated, were under the authority of the newly named Dover Special 

School District.(. the School La~s of 1919 created 13 special school 

districts statewide, mainly in urban areas.) All the funds for the 

initial construction of Booker T. Washington School came from the 

Delaware School Auxiliary Association, endowed by the' generosity 

and philanthropy of Mr. Pierre S. Dupont of Wilmington, In fact, 

many in the Black community refer to it as a Dupont school. However, 

I was unable to fi.nd any records of construction plans or costs, 

though it had a total cubic footage of 234,813 according to 1941 

insurance valuation records in the state archives, The builder was 
Mr. E.M. Henderer, 

Booker T. Washington was officially opened on November 13, 1922 

with a triumphal march of 210 students and 6 teachers from the old 

buildings to the new 1 located on 6 acres of land on the western edge 

of Dover, Picture taking, speeches, devotions, games, and singing 

helped mark the occasion. Persons attending include~ Disttict .Supt,• 

W. B. Thornburgh, Dr. William C. Jason, principal of the State 

College for colored children, Harry C. McSherry, Editor of the Index, 

a weekly newspaper", plus members of the school board and Delaware 

School Auxiliary Association. 

The classes were broken down as follows: 

Slaughter Street School 

Grade # students 

1 

2 

3 

4 

42 

36 

49 

28 

teacher 

Mrs. Edrnonia Ruffin 

Mrs. Flossye Buckner 

Mrs. Carrie Blackson 

Mrs. Eva Raikes 



Red Hall School 

Grade 

5-6 
7-8 

# students 

37 

18 

teacher 

Mrs. Genevieve Anderson 

Miss Mary Brown 

The first addition to Booker T. Washington in 1934 consisted 

of 4 classrooms, 2 on either side of the ~ain structure, a total 

of 103,078 cubic feet according to the 1941 insurance valuation 

recor ds and cost roughly $38,000. The district received an appropriation 

of $28,000 from the State Board of Public Instruction and a $9,0CQ 

Federal Grant to fund these additions and alterations. The architect 

for the projec~ was George Edwin Pope~ Rupert & Fu lenwider of 

Wilmington was the general cont ra cto~ and J.E. Workman, Inc. of 
-" 

Wilmington was the roofing and sheet metal contractor. The contract 

provision~ called for an hourly wage of $1.10 for skilled labor, 

$.45 for unskilled, no Sunday work, a 30 hour work week, and no convict 

labor. 

As a matter of interest , Delaware State College , around 1934, 

was forced to upgrade its curriculum from a junior college/normal 

school to 4 year status in order to receive accreditat i on by the 

Middle Atlantic States. Therefore, it was necessary for the 11 color:ed" 

schools to provide a 9th grade education since this was now required 

for entrance to Delaware State . Thus, Booker T. Washington reorganized, 

as did many "colored" schools, to add a junior high encompassing 

grades 7-9 in 1934-35. At the same time, Home Economic s and Manual 

Arts were added to the curriculum. I spoke with Mr. W.C. Laws (Dr. 

Ruth Laws' husband) the first shop teacher and he described the 

program as generally a bad situation. They met in a regular classroom 

located in the basement, stored lumber in the cloakroom, used all 

hand tools, and had no hot water. A Mrs. Floyd was the first home 

economics teacher and I understand the situation wasn't a great deal . 

better. 

In 1941, The General Assembly appropriated $94,000 to improve 

the educational facilities of Booker T. Washington. An agricultural 

teacher was hired on a 1/3 time basis at a salary of $1800 (part 

federal funding) with $200 for travel and $100 for supplies. T~1e 10th grade 

level was also added at this time. 



Another addition consisting of 2 or 3 classrooms on the west 

end of the building was accomplished in 1952-53, At this time music 

was added to the curriculum and Thelma Draine was hired for this 

purpose. 

In 1952, Wm. Henry was opened and the 9th and 10th grades were 

transferred thereiturning Booker T. Washington back into a grades 1-8 

school bnce again. Harley S. Taylor was the first Wm. Henry principal 

followed by James Hardcastle who was principal until the closing 

of Booker T. Washington and Wm. Henry as "colored" schools in 1965. 

At this point the buildings were converted by the district and made 

a part of the total educational system of the district. Booker T. 

Washington's name was changed around this time to West Dover Elementary 

and became a first through 6th grade school for awhile. The name 

change for this school created much dissension within the community 

and no official reason was ever given for the change though a number 
of stories evolved. 

A major .renovat£an took place in 1976. At'this point, the 

existing classrooms were remodeled to incorporate the open classroom 

concept and the former Green Room (original all purpose,500 person 

assembly, cafeteria, etc.) was converted to the school library. The 

architect for the project was Thomas J.Walters of~ Wilmington, EJT 

Construction Co. of Dover was the general contractor, and Diamond 

State Engineering of Dover was in charge of the mechanical engineering 

aspect, The final addition that I was able to document was a 4 

classroom addition on the back of the building in 1989. 

S, Marcellus Blackburn was the first principal of Booker T. 

Washington. At first, in addition to administrative duties, he also 

taught 8th grade math and English. His principalship there spanned 

40 years from 1923-1963 when he retired after 47 years in public 

education (1916-1963--46 in Delaware). Today there is a hallway 

dedicated to him at the West Dover Elementary. 

Since, there has been a succession of principals, some staying 

only a short time. Helen Hicks, retired secretary (1990) at Booker T. 

Washington and West Dove~ said she worked under about 10 principals 

during her 35 year career. She was also a former student of Booker 

T, as was James Hardcastle who was an 8th grader in 1927. These 
principalsincluded Herman Clayton, Mary Hearne, Henry J. Papernick, 



Herman Glass, Joseph Threadgill, Wesley Hall, 1 year- without a 

principal when Martin Duffy died early in the year (Martin Burns 

and Earl Corchranlooked in on thera occasionally) and finally Dan 

Kingery who remained from 1975-1990. 

Some interesting trivia which I picked up from looking at old 

registers and talking to various people are as follows: 

Jim Hardcastle told me that as an 8th grader in 1927, all 8th 

grade ti~ys and girls walked from Booker T~ Washington along the 

railroad tracks to Delaware State College once a week where the boys 

could choose from woodworking, auto mechanics, and agriculture while 

the girls participated in home economics. This was going on before> 

probably as early as 1925 he thought and continued for some time 

afterwards. They walked regardle$ of· the weather. 

In 1927-1928 according to M~ Blackburn~ register, there were 

400 books in the school library. 

In 1925 there were 190 school days. By 1930-31, this number had 

dropped to 185, and by 1948-49 the number had dropped to our present 

figure of 180. 

Yearly salaries were as follows: 

year amount # years experience 

1925-26 $ 750 1 

1927-28 1000 5 

1930-31 1000 5 

1931-32 1300 15 

1938-39 1200 21 

1948-49 2800 31 

The information in this short history came from research of 

old DPI records stored in the Hall of Records, and conversations 

with James Hardcastle, W.C. Laws, Juanita Cooper, and Helen Hicks. 

There is a great deal of information out there but it is scattered 

in many places. I also gleaned some information from old registers 

which are presently stored in the kindergarten wing at West. 
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Entered Your School ,... ., 
~ .... 

B "' BOYS ~ ,-l Age -c, -c, Date From .... ~ (Report no boy who is under six years of ~ ., 
-d' ..9., ·5. .., Sept. 1, ., 

0 .. "'() 

" age. Iu!member if his sixth birthday comes i: E 0 C C p., 
0 "' 19.(/;J before JanUJLry 1st, he is to be counted as [I1 0 E .., ~;:; 0 ., Ii: 0 "' Sl six ou September 1st.) -c, ,:\: 03 o, C 

Mo. -Day e ~[11 c d ., ... .,, ..., .... "' ~~ ... ~ 0 d 0 .!,! 
.,.., 

"' .... z .r::.cn .r::.~ .r::. 0 .,,_::; o.~ ..... ., 
0 .... -~"' 0 ..... ---- · 

NAMES .... .r::.-~ C.r::. C oS 
E-<0 <E-< <oo Years Mos. 

First Initial Last 

1 2 J " s 6 7 

(
1aL l ,J 11,, 11/;)f: A&J 

9 10 f;, q 11 V ·ic>" /~J 0 1 TI7 -,'\{"'!'I 

q 7 V I.D a 2 ~'"n/)-f01 , ~-/) /] ,,yy[ J iV 1T. 
q 1 V //) t, . 3 r /)ft,.;, -f JJ{/.1 m,~f _ Jn. Tli 1T \_ 

q 7 V I I\ 1 4 f 1../r--l A il, / ) L,. (J 1 J,,i ,,/ 1JJ. w -v 
lf 7 V It. (,, 5 ~ rr k'llJ / r J~ / ,,;,,. o (4 Q,, w. V 
q 7 v · JI ,!J) 6 ~ : _,•,/ ,nlJ A,.~ 1.J cyf/ ,., A h:.. ' tit;). -nr V . 
4 1 V J!) J 7 ~-l ,r},,.p ~ , '"iii f 1\i". -v I 17 i,1 0 ,_,,,., '..+-,,,, , ,.,,.~ ,. 

q 1 V I ti (,,. - 8 _P<f~ °o ,.,,--f,•1n ,Q,,A--1,u , '-f ./ i• ff/, ,;~~I 7.11. lV \I 
q 7 V 9 :r 9 ?lh, -fA A A ., «l'J-,a:,.,, (} 0., J ~ - ,-w:- V 
q 7 V 11 1 10 7,{ l~.f.,J.-~.( sJp D..n!i 0 11L \/ 

q r/ V JD Cf 11 'Z!J, L~) l ~T71A.d :--w- V 

II I 1,r h:.fl& q D 12 111~-Pn ~-~ I ('_/. ~ _ fl . ~ V 

,n 11 1.i_'5' 1f I '!J 13 7J/AL i./-. A j ~ ." i7. ; __ • "rJ,tJ,1 • .. rr V lr D 
II I / ttl ,V ~ a·' 'I D 14 :14,,. ... ;-,u~. , ·. &'.- .. IL V,j Tr ~ {__,, 

I .J.J I j,; l/t(IJ¥f /:JI f') 15 ?~ 1-u11;.1 
I("'\ r-f_ / 1 7,n,, /, A,-dl' ,, ".Ahu TlT 

~-=rr_., 
16 ' 

• 17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 -27 
28 
29 
30 

31 
32 

-
33 
34 
35 

36 
37. 
38 
39 
40 
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Left Your School 

Date To Enter 
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15 16 17 
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Instructions to Teachers 
(Read before beginning to make out report) 

Write legibly, with pen a.nd ink. Fill all blank spaces tht 
apply to your individual enrollments. Enter in the columns what 
is directed below: 

Col. 1. Month and day of entering your school. (9-16 means 
9th month e.nd 16th de.y.) 

Col. 2. If a. resident of this district, enter its number. (Specie.I 
Districts UBe (V) in this column.) 

Col. 3. If a. child enters your district from e.nother school dis­
trict, show county and district number thus: N. C./80 
mee.ns the child entered your school from District No. 
80, New Ca.stle County. 

Col. 4. If a child enters your district from e.nother State, write 
e.bbreviation of Ste.te. 

Col 5. Other reasons for le.te entrance other than given in col­
umns 3 e.nd 4. See code for columns 5 and 11, other side. 
(Example: The symbol "3" would mee.n child entered 
la.te bece.use of ill bee.Ith.) 

Col. 6. Age September I, 192 , in years and month&. (See ex­
plane.tion e.t top of column 8.) 

Col. 7. Each pupil is numbered in tltjs column . 

Col. 8. Enter alphe.beticaUy, by sex and grades, full name of 
pupils. Enter names of lower gre.des first. 

Col 9. Grade or cle.as entered by pupil (Roman numerals.) 

Col. 10. Grade to which child is promoted e.t close of school. (Use 
Roman numerals.) 

Col. U. Give ree.sons for n()ll•promotion. See code for this col­
umn, other side. (Example: "C'' in this column would 
indica.te not pnimoted on a.ocount of "lrregule.r Atten­
de.nce.") 

Uol 12. Number (!f days pupil belonged to school. (Number of 
days from date of entrance to de.te of lee.ving school, 
both dates included.) 

Col. 13. Actual number of de.ye pupil e.ttended. 

Col. 14. Divide number of de.ye attended by the number of de.ya 
pupil belonged, to get percentage of attendanee. (Give 
answer to one decimal, e.s 95.6) 

Col. 15. Date of lee.ving school. (Whether moving out of district, 
stopping school for reason indicated in code for column 
18, or whether in school until close.) 

Col. 16. lllto whe.t district in th.i.e State moved? (Kj21 would 
indicate the child moved into District No. 21, Kent Co.) 

Col 17. Moved out of Delaware into what Ste.te? (Abbreviate.) 

Col 18. List rea.sons by code number given for this column and 
column 5. See other side. H a child -leaves school ea.rly, 
although not moving out of the school district, list the 
ca.use by code number. (Example: "5" would signify 
lee.ving school for "Agricultural Wor,k.") 



Entered Your School ,.. 
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Reasons for Late Entrance or 
Early Withdrawal1 

(Columns 5 and 18) 

1. Pov~rty. 
2. Quarantine. 
a. Illness of Pupil. 
4. Illness in home. 
5 . .Agricultural work. 
6. Other work. 
7. Parental indifference. 
8. Truancy or suspension. 
9. Out-of-town (visiting). 

10. Dislike for school work. (Indifference). 

Principal Causes of Non-Promotion 
(Column 11) 

a. Stopped school. 
b. llad home conditions. 
c. Irregular attendance. 
d. Mental deficiency. (Dull.) 
e. Lack of use. of English speech. 
f. Mental backwardness. (Timidity.) 
g. wk of applicat ion. (Indifference.) 
h. School not suited to pupils' needs. 
i. Malnutrition, physical defects, illness. 
j. Laci< of previous educational opportunit~s, 

Annual Iwport of .. /'.Y.1.JAtl.~ . /4, .k{µ,t[;_ ... .... ... . .. . ·r· (Teacher) 

District No . .... V.. ... ... District Na.me .~ .rJ. .&:4. 
County , /ri.1±. ........... Gradef of Room . . . ~ - ... . . . .. . 

For chool Year Beginning_/4ff . .. 7:? · .and Ending .~/~ 

School Questionnaire 

I. Total number of days school was open . .. . /. 1..0 ....... ... . 
2. Number of days school was closed on account of legal holi-

days . . .. . ./. . .J. .. . .. ... .. - . . .. .. . . •· . • •· .. • ·· •· · · • · - · ·· · · · · 

3. Number of days school was closed on account of institutes ;/.J 

4. Number of days school was closed on account of quaran-

tine . . . . . /) . .. . ... .. .. . .......... . . . : . ...... . .... . ..... . .. . 

5. ·umber of days school was closed on account of storms . . 0 .. 
6. Number of days school was closed due to teacher's illness .. 0. 
7. Number of days taught by yourself ..... . . ./.9.. ()_ .. .... . ... . 

8. Number of days taught by a substitute . . .... . . 0. . . . ... .. .. . 

9. Total number of days ta.7ht .... . .. . . .. . ./. 9..f). . ........ . . 

10. Teacher's salary per year./. tr.J)"-:0. ... . Amount paid substi-

tutes •••• ~ ••••••••••••• • •• • •· · · ······· · · · ············· 

11. Number of visits to home of children by teacher .. . .5 . . f. ... 
12. Number of Eighth Grade Gra.dua.tesJ .C. .H.S. graduates .. t;l .. 

13. Total number of pupilB promoted . .2.J. .Not promoted.~-

14. Number of volumes in library exclusive of supplementary or 

school texts . ... . IJ.. J. .... .. .. .. . 
1 5. Date when first employed &B teacher in Delaware .. /..? .:l.$:_;. 

I 6. How m&DY years have you taught in present district . . ;/_; . . . 

I 1. How m.a.ny years have you taught in Delaware ... ... . J .... . 
I 8. Total number of yell.!ll' experience in teaching .... .. . . £ .. . 
1 9. Number o.f visits to school by patrons . ... . . . .!.? .. 0. ..... . . 
20. Number of pupils neither absent nor tardy during the year . . J. 



RECORD OF CLASSIFICATION AND OF POSITION OF CLASSES AT CLOSE OF SCHOO 

DIRECTJONS. After 1 in each space write the grades, as 7 and 8, that are in that class in that study. After 2 write t: 
name of the text-book used and the page on which the year's work ended. If no book was used write "oral." Branch 
not named may be written for thooe named. 
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COPY OF ORDER OF RECITATIONS AS FOLLOWED THIS SCHOOL YEAR 

A.M. P.M. 

TDl~ = EXERCISE TIME Cuss EXERClSE 
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Library Record 

ScnooL LIBRARY: No. of volumes If? ; total readings of books from it by pupUs If-- 7 ; by teach .. -rs If 7 ; 
by eomm.UJJity ______ [D ______ _ 

TRAVELING LIBRARIES: Number stationed here during year ... _, ___ .1). ___ ..... ; containing total number volumes .... _ .... tl .. _ ...... ; 

•total readings from them by pupils ... _ .. .()_ ____ ; by teacher __________ ll ..... ; by community _ _______ Q _____ _ 

DIRECTION : Count each time a book is read a "reading." 
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Pierre S. duPont's Grand Experiment Page 97 

Benjamin Banneker Milford Colored School, New Castle County 
Board of Education Collection 

Courtesy of Delaware Public Archives 

Booker T. Washington Junior High School 

By the end of 1922, most of the schools were completed or nearly finished including Booker 
T. Washington Colored School under construction in Dover. It included a junior high school in 
addition to the standard six grades, which characterized most schools. Booker T. Washington 
Junior High School at Dover was a model design for consolidated schools that contained eight 
grades or a Junior High School. This was the largest school in Dover at the time costing 
$84,955.47. The brick building contained seven classrooms and two auxiliary rooms holding a 
capacity of 300 students. It was located on a 6 ½ acre plot with a playground in the center of the 
African American neighborhood in Dover.182 

182 Delaware State Parent-Teacher Association, "The School as a Community Center," Series IV (Wilmington, 
Delaware, April, 1924)6:10-11, Education: Public Schools, Delaware State Archives, Dover, Delaware. 



Pierre S. duPont's Grand l!,xperiment Page 98 

Booker T. Washington Colored School in Dover, Kent County 
Courtesy of Hagley Museum and Library 

After completing the building, the school added an auditorium and other rooms in 1923. 
These were added to the two rear sides of the H shaped building. Service Citizens of Delaware 
was very proud of the new facility in Dover. In its 1922 Annual Report, the Service Citizens 
boasted: 

The largest colored school in the state will be in Dover and the 
plans adopted call for a central auditorium. This auditorium will 
meet a great need in the state. At present, there is no hall in whicb 
the colored people can meet for their various conventions and 
conferences. As such an auditorium will be used more for 
community purposes than for school exercises, it is felt proper that 



Pierre S. duPont's Grand Experiment Page 99 

we should equip that hall with seats, motion picture outfit and 
stage properties, at a cost of $3 700. 183 

The Auxiliary Association usually located new school buildings near the old schoolhouses. 
If surveys showed a change in the concentration of the population, then they made attempts to 
locate the new school to reflect it. They tried to locate the new schools in the center of 
population concentrations. The new site for the Booker T. Washington school reflected shifts in 
the African American population away from the south side of Loockerman Street to the north 
side of it. There were numerous complaints about these new school locations that came mainly 
from Euro-Americans. Mrs. Nolan Steele from Dover complained in a letter to du.Pont about the 
location of the Booker T. Washington School. She wrote: 

, . 
I have a little matter to bring before you. We own the farm that 
joins the ground on which the colored school-house stands here in 
Dover. Our land joins it on the west and north. My own two little 
boys, 7 and 11 years of age walk into Dover school every morning, 
and they are compelled to meet the road full of negro [sic] 
children ... Partly on account of this we put our farm in the agent's 
hands for sale. Two or three different parties have been out to look 
at the place and because of the negro [sic] school-house, would not 
have it any price [sic]. You see it not only causes a depreciation in 
the value of our property, but knocks the sale of it entirely. 184 

By the mid 1920s, the Auxiliary Association had completed fifty-three buildings with 156 
rooms. The Auxiliary Association had under construction an additional twenty-nine buildings 
and sixty classrooms for both Euro-American and African Americans. During the 1920s, 
African Americans began settling into their new schools and began operations. 

183 "Co-operative Citizenship in Delaware," Report to the Annual Meeting of the Service Citizens of Delaware, 
(May 12, 1922), 74, Purnell Collection-Service Citizens, RG 9200, Delaware State Archives. 

184 Mrs. Nolan Steele, Dover, Delaware, to P.S. duPont, October 26, 1923, P.S. duPont Papers. 
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LEST WE FORGET: Russell McCabe, outreach services administrator of the Delaware 
Public Archives, WilUam • Holden Jr., former student, Helen Hicks, school secretary 
from 1955~1990, Rep. Nancy Wagner, spohsor ofthe marker, antl Rep. Donna Stone 
check out the new marker, which Indicates that the school opened in 1922 and was 
the largest African-American school In Delaware at that time. 
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PORTRAIT OF BOOKER T: 
During a historical marker 
dedication' at Booker T. 
Washington Elementary~ 
Sept. 4, former student 
Doretha Cale proudly dis­
plays the portrait of Book­
er T. Washington she 
painted for a graphic arts 
class at Delaware Techni­
cal and Community Col­
lege. Copies of the por­
trait are available by call­
ing 697-0598. 

The Dover PQst, Wednesday, September 15, 2004 Pag~ ~3B 

• MADE A DIFFERENCE: Morgan Little, former student, student teacher and pri11clpal Ir I 
1990-1991, and former teachers Susan Young Browne and Dorothy George wert [ 
among those on hand for the ceremony. Little acknowledged many ot the teacheri 
present at the ceremony and told how they had reauy·made a difference. • 



Dover sCho@I earns marke.r 
Marker• text. ~ By Cathianne 

Werner-Porterfield 
On November 13, ten, 21 o 'children an'd 6 tea'Cliers marched 

Delaware State News from two old school builalngs located on Slaughter Street and 
DOVER _ Visitors to Division Street to a ne,w school for African- American s1udenJs in 

Dover. Funding :for ttie bulldlng-was provided by t_he. (i)elaware 
Dover's Booker T. Washington ·school Auxiliary Association, tnrough the generosity of P.S. du 
Elementary School n·eed not be Pont. :rhe,.school _was named~fbr Booker. T. ~as_hington q 856-
history buffs anY.m?re to tt;uly 1915),/a former slave,Wh9 ·6eo1:1m~ the nat10h's·forem~st Afrlc_an­
understand the significance of Amerio-an etlucator. Originally Built for grades 1-8, this was the 
the school . state's· larP,est Africar:i-American school at the time of its opening. 

Th ks• . f d d' Grades' 9 and 10 were 1£:tter adcted. S. Marcellus.Blackbum was 
an 1<? a ~roup •0 

• e •- the school;s first ani:fonly principal for forty year~. His daily motto 
cated alumm, a historical mark- was ·•Lest we,forget." Following integration In 1966, the.school 
er was placed at the school ~at- beca[Tle knowr, as West:oover Elementary. The original name. 
urday mornmg, was restored in 1998. • 
comme~~rating the history ~f Although the school was excellent teachers," Ms. Crane 
the bull~lng. ~~ < t.he ,stale s segregijt~d during that time, Ms: said. 
largest Afncan-runencan school ..,, 't . · · . · ( "Our teachers made sure we 
untilsegregationendedin 1965. Crane fe tit was_rmportan to knew we were there to learn 

"It was an all-colored note that the quality of lhe edu- and we were taught that no 
school" said Dover resident cation at Booker T. Washington child was dumb. You were 
Bessie Crane; who attended the was second to none. 
school from 1957-63. "I remember that we had See Marker -'-Page 6 

Delaware State News/Doug Curran 
Attending Saturday's hlstorlcal marker dedication at Dover's 
Booker T. Washington Elementary School are, from left, former 
teacher Susan Young ·erown; former teacher Dorothy George; 
Dr. Bobble Brown; C. Wallace Hicks; Russell McCabe, outreach 
services coordinator for the Delaware Public Archives; Anita 
Boyer; William Holden Jr.; Helen Hicks; Rep Nancy H.Wagner; 
R-Dover; former teacher Lola Tue; and Rap. Donna D. Stone, R­
Dover. 
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Marker 
Continued From Page 1 
expected to learn. We had no 
choice. They treated us like we 
were their own children. They 
cared about us and we cared 
about them. 1 think we had some 
of the best teachers available dur­
tng that time." 

In the school's earliest days it 
served students from first to 
eighth grade, but once a student 
had graduated from the eighth 
grade, their options for continu­
ing their education were slim. 

"If they wanted to go further 
they had to g o to Wilmi ngt o n o r 

to Delaware State College to finish 
high school," Ms. Crane said. 

By the time· Ms. Crane left the 
school, she had more options. 

She moved on to William 
Henry School, then Dover High, 
which by that • time w as being 
integrated. • 

• She noted that William Henry 
seemed to have more ;to offer 
than Dover High. • 

• "It depends on which class 
you talk to," she said. "Older 
classes say they weren't 
equipped. We were well 
equipped. We had an audio-visu­
al lab and computers, a new audi­
torium, a new gym. We also had 
the planetarium. It was a first­
c::lass school." . 

_ The alumni placed a marker at 
William Henry last year and had 
hoped they could have the Book-

, j 
TheDowns

1 

Delaware State News/Doug Curran 
Doretha Cale displays a painting she created of the school's 
namesake, famed Afrlcan~Amerlcan educator Booker T. 
Washington. 
er T .. Washington marker placed 
prior to the death of one of its 
most notable students. 

"I wanted to get it done before 
(James C. Hardcaslle) passed 
away, but it didn't happen that 
way," she said. "He was one of 
the first pupils to go to Booker T." 

The third-generation Dover 
resident, who died at 89 in Febru­
ary, was the first black member of 
Dover City Council, serving from 
1974-84, and was principal of 
William WM. Henry High School 
for 11 years before the school was 
integrated. 

His career as an educator 

began as a mathematics teacher 
at Booker T. Washington, then an 
all-black junior high school. , 

Ms. Crane said the pl<!,cement 
of the marker served as a sort of ., 
kickoff to a weekend's worth of ! 
events for the alumni group, 
which numbers about t 5. 

Also planned for the group 
was a tour of William Henry, a 
silent auction, brick dedication, 
dinner, athletic honors banquet, 
dance, breakfast and church serv­
ice. 

Staff writer Cathianne Wemer­
Porterfield can be readied at 741-8247' 

orcatwemer@newszap.com. 
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