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ILC Employees Attend Astronaut Luncheon 
Four honored employees of ILC Industries, Inc. of Dover, 

departed Philadelphia International Airport enroute to Hous­
ton, Texas on Monday afternoon, August 11, 1969. 

The men were selected to represent ILC at a luncheon 
saluting the Apollo 11 Astronauts, held at the Rice Hotel in 
Houston on August 12. 

Shown left to right are: Tom Sylvester, who is the Chief 
Test Technician of the Research & Engineering Department. 

Ralph Hahn is Production Planning Manager in the Manu­
facturing Department. Jim Miller is the Manufacturing CCB 
Coordinator for the Apollo Program Office, and Mike Mc­
Niff, also of Apollo, is a Supervisor, Master Planner & Sche­
dular. 

These four men were selected on the basis of their out­
standing contribution to the successful operation of the ILC 
Industries' space suit during the Apollo 11 moon landing. 
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Moon landing anniversary 

Delaware Stale News/Amy Roscoe 

Michelle Stein, manager of the space suit program at International Latex Corp., speaks 
about ILC's contribution to the moon landing at the unveiling of a historical marker 

commemorating the company Tuesday. 

S ac s lit ker h o 
on July 20, \ ! (i!), a stat histori­
cal marker denoting IL 's con­
tribution to the spJc ra c was 
plat: .cl r l the ol I !LC facility, 
wl1i h n w hous • s arnpus 

By Cathianne Werner­
Porterfield 
Delaware State News 

DOVER - It was what 
retired International Latex 
Corp. president Homer D. 
"Sonny" Reihrn referred to 
Tuesday n,orning as a "remem-
ber day." 

That's one of those ••v nts in 
history that ca I tie nearly any 
two p · ople together simply by 
asking this questio11 of them, 
"wherew reyouwh n .•• " 

And f r a group of pres nl 
and former ILC employ' s, 
community members and state 
and city fficials gath red in 
fr nt of ILC's old Pear Street 
locati n Tuesday, that quest.i n 
was obvious - "where were 
you when man set foot on th 
moon?" 

To celebrate the 35th 
anniversaIy of astronauts Neil 
Armstrong's and Edwin "Buzz" 
Aldrin's histori al moon walks 

ommu1 lity High School. 
It wns nly seven y _ars 

befor that "glanl leap" lhal IL 
was sub ·ontrnctecl by NASA to 

1.gin work in lhe developm nl 
of the A II sp ce suit, s id 
Russell Mc .'...1be, outreach serv­
i e coorc.linat r for Delaware 
Public Archives. 

By 1966, l\\e Dover soft-
gr ocls engin ers r <.: iv d word 
lhal they were to b the "sole 
contra t rs" for lhe manufac­
turing of the spa e suit, making 
thal "memory moment'' possi-
ble. 

"This is a lot of fun for me." 
Mr. McCabe said, reminiscing 
about where he was when the 
Eagle landed. "To be a 13-year-

See Marker - Page 10 

The space suit used in the 
1969 moon landing was on 
display during Tuesday's 
ceremony at ILC s former 
location, now the home of 
Campus Community 
School. 



Continttecl From Page 1 

?Id boy laying on the living room 
tl?or . : . F?,r you guys, that actually 
did this, 1t s all the more impres­
sive." 

Calling till' unveiling of the 
marker one of the highlights of his 
ca1ee1. Mr. McCabe offered a per­
sonal anecdote about how ILC's 
Dnver operation and the contract 
~o ma11uracture the space suits 
impacted his life. 

Mr. McCabe said his wift 
Michelle's fattier moved to Dover 
to work at !LC in the mid-1960s 
and took up residence just two. 
doo1 s down from the McCabe 
f,1111ilv. 

Heid tli at 11ever occurred , Mr. 
fvkC21be said, he and his wife 
\Nould not li • ee l rating their 
uwn 20th w ·•ddin.g ·1rmiversary 
on th e 35th anniv .. rsary of the 
mocrnvvalk. 

Sen. John r.. Still III, R-Dover, 
who r1ssistt>d ILC in getting the 
marker <lpprnved , desc1 ibed the 
sµ,-1.u~suil C(Jntribution as "a 11·v-. , 
111g tnacl1i11e tilal enabled our 
0s1ro11auts to live 6utside this 
pl;_nwt." 

!J?ver Mayor Stephen R. Speed 
a_r_hrnlled he was only S years old 
011 lht: nio11 ientous occusion of 
the lunar w<1lk, and fell asleep 
lon ii lwfo1 e the televised 
ll l(,Jllellt. 

'' It 's still \he g1e,1test accom­
plishment tllat humankind has 
ever acliievecl," Mr. Speed said. "I 
tried to slay avvake, but I don't 
re<.:,,11 making il. \11/ithout your 
dfott, til e U.S. and humankind 
vvould not be ahli~ to make what 

Neil Armstrong called that 'giarit ' 
leap."' • "'l' 

Michelle Stein., program m;;m~·, ,· :, 
ager for s1 a(· -UJt a s -~, hlies for 
ILC, s?id while she had yet to b~ ;• ' 
born m 1969, h r pride in what' ·" 
ILC accomplished and continues· • 
to accomplish, is not diminished. 

"Ev ry astr naut know ILC 
Dover, whal it pro i .les for them·, 
and th y ar lhankJul 11 Ms. Stein . 
said. "Astronauts depend on vou 
ancl know you are the reason the/: 
can go up there and are safe." • 

If Dr. Stephanie Wright, CEO of 
the Delaware Aerospace Educa­
tion ~~undation, gets her way, th~ 
unvetlmg of historic markers at 
the site won't be limited to one. 
. Dr. Wright said her organiza~ 

t.~on h~s a. spec~al_ working relas 
t1ons~1p with !LC and the compa­
ny will often send employees all(!!, , 
artifacts to assist the foundation itr , 
eclucating Delaware's children: I 
about space and space travel. 

She thinks the historic value of \ ·, 
ILC's contribution warrants not, , 
only a state historical marker, but , .; 
a marker noting national histori(: : 
significance as well. She ha.s , 
promised to begin the campaign­
ing necessary to make that a reah: 1 

ty. : • I 1 

Staff writer Cathianne Wemer­
Porterfield can be reached at 741-8247 , 

or catwemer@newszap.com. 



The New~ .Joum::1!1SCOTT NATHAN 
ILC employee Craig Schelr and his family took .at an Apouo,era 11pnces11l!TllesdRy at an exhlblt,iit Campi.ts Community High 
School in Dover, formerly the ILC plant whet'& the suits were made. From left are Jake, 6; his mother C-hf/_ryl and Hayley, 4. 

Spacesuit site 1naiked by state 
ILC Dover phmt made gear for 1110011-\valking Apollo astronauts 

Dy PI\TAICK JACKSON 
D•A,·tt• Bu rElnu rf' pDrter 

Wl:um N1,ll A:n11.<:t1x1i1g ii'JCI!, .. ,•in"°Slll.l\lJ 
111r,n l'.011 nm.u.'" Homer ~r.ihm"t• he.arrttl<dt 
:i g!mu _re;,11, liltu I LI ~ Un ,1~1 
. ,'I,:; _ thll' ApnH,:, f.' rr15r,1m 1ui1J1<1ger.fr.w 

lLCl;:i1•,·~ ft,;,i h11.1.st1"1111.l.w_ nt1,tlll !lt ,July 
~11, 1,l11' ,, wr,rr~i:U,1; :11>p11 t wl.1~tlim• t111H·ns­
lflh1 •1m .11.f1, l" !'11c,1~1'°.1,1l.rtl .Arms .tro;ni:: nurl 
-l'l 1l1,·) 11, .,_,Bt11.i" ;\l1il' IH w,,,·e wrf\'f,in.r:t 
• vo11tol \ \'11rk "'~In•~· h l.l1tr1tti•1.I iii.l1<1t1i T 1.i.n ­
'1il l.lll 1:1· iBil 

'"Wt> Imo: \" f/• 11:111 L\e!\lJ,:111'{Ul1M11 \l'"),l 
i1Hll \"~ lh'nm:;hl I h,:•~ ,i•1•1·11l1l w,,r!;. l>u,i 
!l u.•1'" •,,,-,1 11 h•I' ,11' 1:1nlttuiw11,;," lw fialu 
T111;>;;ffo .1· As ~hL' srak 1•ol'f111 1ein(1n11 ,,1 
1w11fs nt~t sll•f!S t ll'I llu:"(1101"111 h~- illn'cll. 
(.Ur, :, t'lt!•.'[ll~ \-H ltslrJtt II.C'~ l'Jd..!;:t 'I rn1. 
(1,,vg1 : ·Tn~I'<' wt•1·,, ·11111:, ot' Uc tn l\-li$inu 
t~,m1n.i mid 11ll•u:r t•f1iu.k 1>i!l'l '/'l' ,,111> ,:,l 
Ll:,'- 1:t•litcXA(t lllll.H ti, .. ,, • l~\\; l1r1 l 1),1r.-l, \'1.fft', .. 
I lir L 1.1rn1.1 · t\-toituJ~. T!mr_ ,.l'llfl ,.,./'l' ·1.1l.E't1 
to t:nl:e th:." astrnmttll !I 0.·11m I IJ~ t·o1u -
111a11rl SJ.iiJI ,:,1·hlr:l1111. tht! 1m1c,n llo-n:n to 
I i11.• --,irt,.wn. 

R1• i·l1·1il. wlt,,, 1,-~ll rl'il iti-1\~ll . .,,,Pntuall..­
lMtcmm.• ll,C'~ p11v.!'.IJ.ru11t 

tr,~ 1:n rn, ,,,11:: 'I h,;, Ill 1(li• /1C'CC'S$•Jr.h.•~ 

that mmt illloJ $,JX! CP, Slll>h I\S. the p o uclll_!s 
thai'lie.lcl \he gln1·,:;s nncl,-isr.;1·s aslrom1ttts 
,wore ,.,n lh1t h 1nm· ~mfa,·!1. As with everv­
t
1
l,1i11i;.clse cr.ii11llHl'1l t11 10 .tiglH spn(?S in 
l'ho ll\l'l tli11g natl. l.11 <>r h ,111'.t.<• ,1 , l11ull ln 
'1::-1ct;tng ,o.\Prancr)l;. 1,)/.1 , irl Shl!.'11 W•Jrliccl 
~\I i ll_i11J !)-, 1'.1:Pf tll,1!_ ,\1,1,1flu j \l'O~r:tll .l., , 

"'At lhP. tt,nw. II \I" s n J•ih, \\, .,liaol to • lw 
ptc1•1~f iljili ·,10 it 11ti:;1, 1. 1111-1 it w:1.~ a .lo\•,'· 
Sl111:Jd 11 ld. 

1'1'1e ~Ol \lf1(1)\~- 1 tRr cr.1ip1U,:l.,iW1 I its I),.. 
Pr n t'ion. hi F!' ;-1!>1."•i~a . 1vh1n'e it s rtl 
mn!w~ f)llrM$ 11n, r,,r ~lmltle C"l"P\\'S, TllP 
buil1lm;: fl tn l 111;11\v Ill e Sllils th~I pro 
!ect,1rt 11),~ f.h;;t llll>Ll OIi Ille 1111Jllll has h8• 
1' 11l1\t' llH• rnm:p 11 ~ Co mu1 tL 11il y Pll!:lh 
Schnnl 
• l{'!IlUlJ !uilrl tlm,jli;•nges w11rP tlu~ tll')v, 

.t.n:,: l(IJ'1' " l,cidnrl r,~1 i11g tlte ~tn le to uni. 11 
m::u11~i: ,.11 Iii•~ , ,nrld h1g. 

·11·~ 1·h;ingi•rl ~ l ,1 t." h.e ~airl. "Some of 
l'.l,1~ lif11i lhigi,;':;0111~ Fl{ly yt1nrs fr,.m omv. 
l!l' l'll>k 'ni'l~IJ,I 1; ,01 •I 1· 11tt WP did h >!re." 

. \ h11i:.e 11r1)•1i 1tlaqttt> M the "llt.r~ncr. 
I<' lil t> Scl'fr_,,.,-, ',p,irl IHt, lnl h11w w ill 1·p. 

11!'11111 ll'ffi.l'h>. ' l)r .11,;., P\mr ·. ll't?•~t planl's 
,~m11dl•111 ,,.,.,, tu 1hcs1m1'1' r a1ie. 

"'WP l~ H11IJ:i- filno;b Jlialjtll?S :ti i,111:s of 
lnl~m~t LCJD,•lmt::,tl'<? hislr11 . l111t l[ili: sil~ 

is iml)r11'1(4\t 10· wo1·ld history," <:i'1ld RLJSS 
1\[cCul')(J. wl1n nrns 1.hP state's h i!-atorical 
uinrker program . "Th0y rle.:J.g11f'<I lhes,, 
$llils with stir.le rn!es and al.)m:f!S'!i\. Noi:v 
Dnkt- .i ~ 1J. tv i11 ~1 llh\tl1.,1~ts l'D,\!;, l mn~ine 
wti~l 11 l%11i,lll.l.lm11•:,b1.1e11 lilt•~ if llnry','I l!ad 
\111111-\l)rl o( te~lxil!.ilnm·, " 

·J,i:l ll.1.1.qlV.C/lll,i,l!i ~h w,1 lhf.l 111n.1.1h !aHd · 
ii i(.::;. rJw s.1 1.1r~ J!l'e>~111 l1::1r. iil'1ll\/NI .1,n 
tht' ,mll.i,11'!111 tn•1.u-lf.Y ll~ti;, :it1h11 11i; •1.rn~ 
f~e.111 tr11$h ~hillc1· t11.l!\ ~~!:1r •·11.lh~,, t~•I' 1,1 
t'i•!IU'll Ill t it ! llf,~·,11 H(\ H -has,• /i',r ·'I 'l\illlll>­
~xprllilion . 

Rl'ihm said 11 ~ su1111ot·ts a ma1111 ed 
M,ors 111issin11 . b11t queslionecl whethPt" 
1111 • 111,lttk ,rl w jJI L•,;l'<rs 'tnl'· ~l ll'h \1 1J (IJ11lv·r-
l~ld 11:t4- , 

·'I. 1Ji.l11k 1mop.l1! h,w,, nlwny,i llh••1l tl.1 .. 
:;pn ce I r<,gi•orn 'l.1ti1:11 11 1<1>-llll'ff lil,r, pio 
II.L'l'l'5 a1ttl h, •rnel'. ·m 1.1.I' 11s!n111m 1ls al'!•! 
beom, fi(IP hProes." h e s~ id. ''T'tl I ilw tn SP•' 
ns i::n f·o IV!:, , 'flw teehnoJng.ieB we wonlrl 
ltm:,. tn d,,Vl')l l].l l'n rtn l.lwt W(l ll}d he a be11-
•'fil It> <!VPl" i'c•ne [l11f I clo11·1 think t.lw 
r•clll' icla11 ~- wrouftl be willl11i-: to S!)t'IHl'. the 
uulimil ~t1 , lli1t,flll_ls of n1111\ey WP h-;Jd for 
Apollo U:ll ,\1'11'1•n ~ ,. 

Reach ratrl<ldocktnn at 670-~274 
or pjackson,;,til~ln•mreo111fne. com. 
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This now empty warehouse, once used to make space suits 
for the astronauts, will be transformed into a high school 

Echoes of' 69 moon landing 
linger at Dover warehouse 

By Joanna Wilson 
Assistant editor 

"One small step for man, one giant leap for mankind" 

Thirty-two years ago on Friday, American astronaut Neil 
Armstrong spoke those historic words when he took his first 
steps on the moon. 

On a recent warm summer day in Dover, Delaware, seven 
people-passed through a sagging chainlink gate into a dark, 
creaky, leaky old warehouse on Pear -Street. There~ in the 
months and weeks before the Apollo program put Armstrong on 
the- moon, the men and women of ILC Dover had created the 
spacesuit that would keep him safe. 

David Slack, a 32-year ILC veter~ who worked in reliability 
during Apollo, recalled how a co-worker was photographed 
shaking hands with Armstrong in front of that very gate. The 
,astronaut was -in Dover-for-his final spacesuit titting, just two 
weeks_ _ _before going_ to the moon. 

The others nodded, knowingly Sid Williams, then an ILC 
draftsman, now in configurations management with 30 years in 



the company; Richard McGahey, who's been in quality and 
reliability 35 years; and newly retired Sara Mae Wilson, a 
former secretary who worked her way up to exeGuti¥e._assistan1 
to the company president in her 50 years with ILC. 

Listening intently were Bill Ayrey, supervisor ofILC's product 
assurance test laboratory and the company's historian; Cindy 
Y encer of R&R Commercial Realty, the company handling the 
sale of the building; and one curi_ous reporter. 

High school will be located there 

All were prompted to visit the warehouse by the recent 
announcement that it has been sold to be renovated into a high 
$Chool for Dover's Campus Community School. They came to 
see what remained of its storied past before its future takes 
shape. 

Yencer opened the glass doors and, speaking in hushed voices, 
the group stepped into a_ v:ast_empty warehollSe space that 
echoed with footsteps. 

Lit only by a faint bluish light filtering down from above, it 
looked more like a set for "The X-Files" than a place where 
1,000 w..or-k-ers onc.e_bustled. A creaking sound, wind whistling 
through cracks, and the squeaking of who-knows-what 
amplified1he--effeet-. 

"It's very creepy in here," said Yencer with a shiver. 

But the group began remembering where the former front 
offices had been, their dropped ceilings long gone. Someone 
pointed out the old walls of the cafeteria and the former 
shipping and receiving doors, now blocked up. 

"They sure gutted this place," said Slack with a low whistle. 

"It's just a warehouse," said Wilson. 

Were they disappointed? 

"No, not really. The memories are still alive," said Williams. 

Just then, Slack got his bearings and strode off in the direction 
of the stairway to the second floor. The stairs were there, all but 
buried beneath an avalanche of tom insulation and ruined 
ceiling tiles from burst pipes overhead. 

The group considered turning back. 



But Slack bounded up the stairs, climbing over the debris with 
Ayrey and the reporter on his heels, both clatching cameras 
hopefully. All paused at seeing only pitch blackness beyond the 
door at the top of the stairs. 

"Is the floor sound? Is the floor there?" Ayrey wondered. 

Slack vanished into the dark, calling out to say h~'d,found 
doorways and offices, while Williams, "the prepared one:' ran 
to get,,a flashlightfrotn-his car. 

Williams' flashlight revealed a windowless ~aze of hallways 
and empty office~ with water-stained acoustic ceilings, 60s 
wood~grained paneling in various shades from whitewash to 
walnut--fil'.ld-crumbling--li-floleum tile floors. 

When the Apollo program endedjn the mi~-1970s, and the 
company downsized to~a~1andful of employees who moved to 
IL.C's present location in Frederica, they removed everything, 
leaving it mucb as it now looks. 

"It was all GFE government furnished equipment. It had to be 
strippectland_returned]," McGahey recalled. 

A time capsule 

But to him and the other longtime ILC staffers, the space was 
like a time capsule. Passing by each small office, they began 
naming names. Slack found his old office. Then came the 
drafting-room.where Williams had-worked, with-Gharts on the 
astronauts' vital signs still on-the walls. 

The_past seemed to echo most strongly, however in the 
astronaut's fitting room. The control panel platform from whiqh 
engineers-0vers_aw s_pacesuiUest-ing still st-eod 1n the comer. 

A fire extinguisher, tagged with the last inspection date of Dec. 
9, 1974, confirmed the-place had been forgotten for neatly 30 
y__ears. 

Outside, the group lingered on the steps in the shadow of the 
rnsty water tower trash swirling around the old courtyard inside 
the fence. 

"U pstaiJs was neat becaase of the activity with aU the 
astronauts '' said Aysey, who emerged with a few items he'd 
collected for- ILCs museum:-

Looking up at the faded blue siding, Williams said he 



remembers most "the dedication of a lot of people and a lot of 
hours." 

"This place ran 24 hours a day, seven days a week for eight 
years. President Kennedy aid we were going to put a man on 
the moon-by the end of the decade. That was the @ button for 
this place," he said. 

And, they all agreed, secrecy on an X-Files level was the rule. 

"They would fire you for climbing over the fence," said 
Williams recalling one employee who met that very fate. The 
guard shack wa noanally occupied, and check-in was 
mandatory. 

"The community had no idea [what we were doing]," said 
McGahey, recalling how they tested spacesuit mobility by 
having a suit subject kick a football and run around in a field 
once located across the street. 

"Imagine what the neighbors and passerby thought," he added 
with a chuckle. 

"Suit hardware was classified," said Slack, noting spacesuits left 
the plant under tight security and were accompanied by a trusted 
employee to Florida. 

When Apollo ended, so did the security measures. Newspaper 
headlines in 1975, just six years after Armstrong's l1istoric 
moonwalk,_read "Spacesuit-eompany has yard. ale," and-an 
,extra outer suit sold for $100. 

"Apollo had ended and all this stuff was just junk," said 
McGahey. 

But ILC survived and so did the warehouse. 

Harry Zutz, a member of the Capitol Investment Group, which 
bought the building in 1978 and recently sold it to CCS, added a 
few facts and dates. 

It was built about 1948 by the International Latex Corporation, 
ILC's parent company, and according to Ayrey's records, was 
used in the l 950s by their Metals Division to make military high 
altitude pressure helmets before the spacesuit program came 
along in the mid-60s. 

When the investment group bought it after CLC moved out, Zutz 
recalls they ripped out "unbelievably elegant apartments built 
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Hi,storical marker dedic~ate~d.-:·to·,_ ··s·pace-s•u:it maker ILC 

PUT A MAN ON THE MOON: Approximately 60 people gathered for the dedication, 
many of them former ILC employees or their relatives. Pictured are Michele McCabe, 
daughter of the late Mike McNlff, an ILC supervisor, master planner and scheduler dur­
ing the Apollo mission; James R. Miller, manufacturing CCB coordinator for the Apollo 
program office; and Coulter McCabe, 14, grandson of McNiff. When asked what they 
did at ILC, Miller replied, "we put a couple men on the moon and brought them back." 
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SNAPSHOT MOMENT: David Slack, project engineer for static contract end items; Tom 
Pribanic, manager of con1igurement of space suit; BiU Ayrey, ILC historian; John 
McMullen, systems engineer; Dick McGahey, manager of quality and reliability engi~ 
neering; and Richard C. Pulling, engineer, enjoy posing with history. At the dedication, 
Mayor Stephen R. Speed remarked that it was "n~ small coincidence that at the same 
site that he\\led men reach the moon now stands Campus Community School which 
helps our students reach for the stars." Craig Shreckengast, CCS administrator, con­
ducted a tour of the school as former employees reminis~d about what used to be 
there. Many of them gave the best parts of their llyes to ILC and:the pride each ~i'"s:on , 
still had for the }ob they did was immense. A group of former employees still gathers 
for lunch regularly to share memories. 

DESIGNED THE BOOT: 
Richard C. Pulllrig, former 
ILC Dover engineer, holds 
one of the boots he 
designed and a glove on a 
cast mold. His name is on 
the patent for the boot. He 
said that a mold was 
made of. each astronaut's 
hands and the gloves 
were custom made to fit 
them. 

SPACESUIT WORKERS 
IDENTIFIED: The Post 
received a couple of calls 
recently: regarding the 
photo of the women work­
ing on Nell Armstrong's 
spacesuit that accompa­
nied the story about the 
dedication of a historic 
marker at ILC's fonner Pear 
Street, Dover location. 
Eleanor Foraker, who 
retired after more than 40 
years with ILC Dover, had 
both missing names. The 
women pictured are, left to 
right: Retrofit Department 
manufacturing employees 
.Velma Breeding, Grace 
Custis, Louise Minner, Ann 
Boatman and Delma 
Austin, and far right, quali­
ty inspector Madeline 
Ivory. Photo courtesy of 
ILC Dover. 
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ILC DOVER HISTORIC MARKER: On July 20, the 35th anniversary of the moon land­
ing, a histor ical marker was unveiled at Campus Community School in Dover, former­
ly the site of International Latex Corporation, later ILC Dover, where the space suits 
for the mission were made. Pictured are Nelson Wyatt, t he longest active current ILC 
employee; Homer "Sonny" Reihm, former president, ILC Dover; and Sen. John C. Still, 
A-Dover, marker sponsor. Photos by Betsy Gustafson. 

With DART's NEW Golink Night Service, call at least one day 
in advance and you can reserve a trip to and from any regl!Jar 
bus stop in Dover. 

That means getting to· school, the mall, the movies, out to 
dinner, grocery shopping, or visiting friends is now just a phone 
call away. 

And to make your bus ride a little cheaper, purchase any of 6 
discounted DARTCards, which are now conveniently on sale at 
the ACME in North Dover Center on Rt. 13. 

_-Golink 
~ 
I~ 

DART cards On Sale 
NOWAtACME 

Call 1-800-553•DART 
or visit www.DartFirstState.com 

~ 
<iettlng There st•rt• Here 
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Dover space suit maker honored 
By Cathianne Werner­
Porterfield 
~elaware State News 

DOVER - It was what retired 
International Latex Corp. president 
Homer D. "Sonny" Reihni rererrecl 
to n.,esctay morriing as a "remem­
ber clay." 

That's one of those events in his­
tory that can tie near! an I two pco- . 
pie together simply by asking this 
question of them, "wh re were you 
when ... '' 

Anc1 for a group of present ancl 
former !LC employees. community 
members and tate ancl city offi­
c;ials ·gathered in front of ILC's old 
Pear Street location Tuesday, that 
question was obvious - "where 
were you when man set foot on the 
moon?" • 

To celebrate the 35th anniver­
sary of astronauts Neil Armstrong's 
and Edwin "Buzz" Aldrin's histori­
cal moon walks on July 20, 1969, a 
slate historical marker denoting 
ILC's contribution lo the spac race 
was placed at the old ILC faci li ty, 
which now houses Campus om­
munity High 'chool. 

IL was only seven years bef re 
that "giant leap" that ILC was sub-
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As Dover Mayor Steve Speed looks on, Homer D. "Sonny" 
Relhm, retired prnsident of International Latex Corporation, 
right, unveils a new historical marker where the company first 
developed space suits. The event commemorated the 35th 
anniversary of American astronauts walk_lng on the moon. 

contra tecl by NASA to begin work outreach service coordinator for 
in U1' development or the Apollo Delaware Publici\J·chives. 
space suit, said Russell McCabe, By 1966, the D ver soft-goods 

engineers received word that they 
were to be the "sole c:ontractors" 
for the manuracturing of U1e space 
suit, making thal "memory 
moment" possible. 

"This is a lot of run for me." Mr. 
McCabe said, reminiscing about 
where he. was when tile Eagle land­
ecl. "To be a I3-year-old boy laying 
on the living room floor ... For you 
guys, tll' t actually die! this, it's all 
the more impressive." 

CallirJg the unvei ling of the 
marker one of the highlights of his 
career, Mr. M ·Cabe offered a per­
sonal anecdote aboul how lLC's 
Dover operation and the contract 
to m<;1nufactur the space sui ts 
impacted hi life. 

Mr. McCabe said his wife 
Mich lle's father moved to Dover to 
work at ILC in U1 mid-1960s and 
took up r side.nee just two doors 
down from the McCabe family. 

Had that never occurred, Mr. 
McCabe said, he and his wife 
w~gld not be ·elebrating their own 
20 1 wedding anniversary on the 
35th anniversary of the moonwalk. 

en: John C. Still Ill , R-Dover, 
who ·assisted IL in g tling the 
marker approved, described the 
spacesuit contribution as, "a living . 

machine lhat enab led our aslro­
nauts to live outside this planet." 

Dover Mayor Stephen R. Speed 
admitted he was only 5 years old 
on the momentous occasion of the 
lunar walk, and fell asleep I ng 
before the televised m menl. 

" It 's till the greatest accom­
plishment that humankind has ever, 
achieved," Mr. Speed said. "I tried 
to stay awake, bul l don't recall 
making il. With ut your effort, U1e 
U.S. and humankind would not be 
able lo make what Neil Annstrong 
called that 'giant leap."' 

Mid1elle Stein, program manag­
er for spacesuit assemblies for ILC, 
said while she had yet to be born in 
1969, her pride in what ILC accom­
plished and conlinues to accom­
plish, is not diminished. 

"Every astronaut knows ILC 
Dover, what it provides for them, 
and they are thankful," Ms. Lein 
said. "Astronauts depend on you 
ancl know you are the reason they 
can g up lh re and are safe." 

If Dr. Stephanie Wright, CEO of 
the Delaware Aerospace Education 
Foundation, gels her way, the 
unveiling of historic markers at the 
site won't be limited to one. 

Dr. Wright said her organization 

has a special working relationship 
with IL and Ille company will 
often send employees and arl ifact 
to assist the roundalion in educat­
ing Delaware's children abou l 
space and space travel. 

Sh thinks the histori valu of 
ILC's contribution warrants nol 
only a state hist rical marker, but a 
marker noting national hislori sig­
niricance as well. She has p'romised 
to begin the campaigning neces­
sary to make that a reality. 

Staff writerCathianne Werner-Porter­
field can be reached at 741 ~47 or 

catwemer@newszap.com. 
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