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Clayton B11Siness Directory. 
Kot&], 

J. W, Thom ..... Proprietor of the Cl•yton House. 

Uitn11. 
Mrs. R. S. MoConoughy ... Proprietress of the Clayton Her&ld. 

Is published every S&turday. Job Wo,k of all descrip
tions Neatly and E.xpeditiou,Jy Done at City Pri<>oo. 

.Manufacturers. 
• A, .M&hood ... M&nufacturer of Peach Ba!kete, a.nd Boxes, Sa.sh 
. - Doors, MouldiDga, &o. 
T. Buckm&Ster ... ll{anufaotiuor of Wagon-. Carts, 1l'•rming 

. • Utensil111 &c. 

. Ill, Xirmeo, .. Jll&Jluf&otarer of Boots and Shoes. 

llrerchanta. 
• Temple ,!, Cati, ••• De,,Iera in Groceri•s, Dry Good,, H&tl, Caps, 

• . BoolS, Sbo.,, Ready.made Clo!.hlng, &<,. 

' ~ - llfc~~:f~j~~=f i!. GraiD, Lil)lo, Phosphate, Agricul-

11, o; J;,ougl ..... ,Gr&ic healer. 

llllHellaneou. 
E. Bpruanoe .. . ElEJ>re!S Agent, 
J. A. l!aynard ... Clerk in Express Office. 
R, Paimatary ... Ealing Saloon, 
D&nlel W. Thompoon, .. But.cher and Stook Dealer. 
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For the h:l.atory ot the towa ot Kenton and. of Kenton Hun• 
dred (created. out of Duok Creek and Little C.reek Hundreds in 
1869) must b$g1n 1n Philadelphia. It was tb•r• in 1683 that 
William Penn, Proprietor ef Ptumsyl va.nia and tbe Lower Coun
t1ee • issued a wa_rrant to the Sw:-v 7or-Gen.era1 to survey and 

( .. 
i-eserve 10,000 acres tor his f'ami'l.1'• Thia tract ef land, u 
wb1ch Kenton lies,. we.a called tbe Manor of Frieth. 

Ia this area mau, tra<)ts of land eN e.lread7 old and 
eoon, like other properties et his, Willi. · Penn would fur..
the:t- divi4e bis laiid.. William ill1neworth bought aad oreated 
a l .025 aer · tract known &1' "l)uncaster• along the soutbwe t 
branch or Duck O~eek, 

~Hillyards Bxohan.ge• waa ereate4 by John Hillyard 1n 
1682. It wae 426 acres southeast of Kenton and near other 
harmoniou•l7 named tracts like "Wappingtt,u:Balitf Hill", "Wil
liams Range .. , •oxford"'• and "Cambridge"• to name a t w. 

In 1714 3Sen,3andn Shurmer, agent of the Bristol Daval 
Store Co-Partnership Co •• patente4 .),000 acx-ee of land tor 
the co:mpany. The la.•d was deail:ted for the raising <'If hemp to 
make rigging tor ehipei. Wbil he vis1ted tile area. he mu.at 
have liked what be saw because 4t1rua the next twe:oty-e.lx 
7ears Sburm.e~ bought bit and pei<.uas of lead wi.til b. obta~
e4 at least 2300 aeres ,. 

With the development ihat tiae givea. t:rails a.nd roade 
were hewn through the wilderness ,,rt hardwoo4 oat and hickory. 
Since rcu11ds were in near primitive Condi tioas even t1p to the 
early days of the Republ1o, it was only natural fo.J! man.r tav
erna• itul:s, ete •• to appear as way stations u the middle of 



the black tor.st;• • But these tavems 01117 prospered when 
there was .a ltudc of the much cheaper waterwe.711. 

EVtu1 with tile al.nuulanee ot ri•eh SA the Cheeapeake and 
Delawq-e area. the y,oad leading froa the Eastern Sb.o:re of 
Ma17land to S.,ma Landiag sbowe4 eurpristna prosper1tJ'• 
this isA*'t t~o bard te waderatand •hen• beside oon$14erin& 
internal traffic, time could be eaved b7 tratf'1cktag goods 
aoroas the hl.mana J>entuula J.tu.,tead ot by sailing veseel 
al'OWld Cape Ohar-1e,h fha t ;ls" it the good.a were destined 
tor points between Baltimore: aa4 ?b.1la<lelph1a. this 1e where 
the uiponuee of Kenton sets ta. 

However the earliest mention of a t ~vern in th1s a:i-ea 
was not along present State R't. 300. In 1761 !hoaa.s Ora.ta 
applied for a *l7coD•e for Xeepihg a Publ ct House• at his 
Dweling Moua•• 11poa the Koe.4 ka41ng fro.. Dover to Lowietown" 
(Keaton) wheN he wou14 kfHlp a good -Souf'e ot Intertrd.nm•nt 
od Lotts IJ.c,Jtqus.• !hie waa probably near Seven lHiakcries., 
•<> n-.t because seven large td.J,iko:17 treee grew there, .Sev.en 
Bickori.es ••• aleo along the road to Leipsic. 

Otcourse the more important route leading from Ma,-yland 
to Smyrna LantU.ns waa 4e-velope4 ea.rlter and had 1 te ta.Ye:,a •. 

It to,ok a document of the next year •fo thn Worshiphll Jus
tices of the Court ot Quarter Sefs1oru,- now Setting h Dover" 
to prove its exietenoe. In l 762 John Rees wrote a veti t1on 
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io "Humbly ShEtwethst that he wished tore recommendation tor a 
license "to keep a Tavem in the same place where he has keept 
this •eve~al 1eare,• Whether it l aid within the bouts of 
•Low1stowa• is bard to dete.Tlldn;•• 

After paying the sixteen 4-ollara tee h♦ was able to eerve 
drinks at rates eet by the lovenber tea ot the Legislature. 
Some- of the eosts at the 111n ran as fo11owe1 

qt ot Jladittn wine•• • .,• ••••• '•' shillings 
Gill of West India Rwn • • • :• • • • • 5 • 



qt. of Pori or v-1aon1a Wine • •••••• • 4 • 
qt of ltolafses lleer • • • • ,,, • • • • -• • 1 peace 
Ul.lk PWIOh w/ half pint lwl • "• • • • • 8 " 
Ea ting ror Bott Meal. • • It- • • • • • • • 1 sbil. 

"- • ., Colt ' * - • • • • • • • • • • ., 1 tt 
11:abliage t _~.,, _ G~4 .Cl,o.v:•~ ,hey to11 one night • l • · 

Qt ot Inds.an Qom Beei, • ·• •. • •. • ~ li pence 
• of C.y4er R,07al • ,. • • • • • • • _. • • 6 " 

Pree~bl7 because ot the eri!lking fao111t1ea b•tweea _ 
Yar,laad and Sm,na Lending -.or Le1patc1 the area soo11 eame4 
the title ot Groatown. 

Of'co\U"IH- t.he public also needed spiritual binlc. Ttwee-_,, 
quarten ot a 1\lile ae-rtheast o:r the oldest town 1n tu >:um-
4r•<l 1s located the old.eat ehureh, ·Old. J>uck _On,ek 02' 1178 
Ziotl Cl:lta:rch ••• established bJ fam1.l1er, from W•lsh ~rut 111 
11,,. these fatdl1•• made their settlement 1n Puelt Cl'iek but 
in, 1747 Willia Gritfe1). eonvere4. to Jaaes Hyatt• Willi• R•ea• 
Jeremiah a...-, James Bowell• Davia Baoa and :Eaooh, Dari4t twa ... 
tees ot th.o Baptiet 8oc;l;,t7, one-halt acre ot lat.ui f•r a· "'1· -: • 
..,lnu•ch1 on ooa-41 tion •that 1 t 110w 4oe an4 shall hel!eat~•r aet 
to eabrace and adaere fnelf t,o "-11 t_he priac1palt and-ariioles 
:that aN ,complied 1n a carte.ta oonhtaion of Ja1t!l. that wae 
•greed u.pou an4 adopted by tb.e Baptist Assoo1atioii that •1t ui 
Pbila4elphf.a, Septetaber 2,. 1742,• But t:be ehucbwaa b\lilt 
elnwltere $.n .lTTl. 

When there were appro~iaatel.1' tb1n7 flU:tlll'bera e peti tlon 
was ma41 requestir.lg a .eepa:rate cbuNh to be toned.. It was 
snnte<l lovembeJJ -24, 1781. The first metabera ,were 1>an1el. 
t>avidt &achel DaY14. LY-<lia Jones, Samuel Gritt"11 Mary Grittia, 
Mal"'tba Griffin, RacJlel Oritttn• lary c.-t!'fia Jr., lli~abeth 
G:r1ff1n• Lydia Or1tfin1 l,ew-1a Wllltama, htb W111iams, Doda. 
Wallie, llano .. SpNance-, llizebetb aoe,Caeaar Bo•• Ma2rth& 
lleredltl1, Deborah l)J.okinson• H\tSh Dubo110w, Kart.ha Duborow• 
•~ Andersoa• Reb•cca M0Va7, lh~ Parkerson, Ma,:otba Oweu, 



hJ7 ~••• iUaabetlt Gft'ed.7t •1••* 0"1'17• Juea 
Danltllg,, Aad:r• Locktls.urt acd Mar, .:t70ch. 

. fen 1••rs att,t1~ -• petition wu sraat.e-4. oh•"h meraber
eb.tp N&CM.d. tor.tf•$9Vt!Hl♦ Upon lt• •• ,., to 400-,. tbe 301 X 
2,•. cttuob ••• r.e-1,\dlt o~ brtolt tu ea:ce year it was •"•tea., 
oa a lot 4o,pt.•4 l>f Jom,. and 1bileMJl l>icldnaoa,., b ta• ~ 
NDcliaa. p&•• JoN ie ••• feal.lJ lot of ~h• lpnqoee.eaongs'I 
whoa 1a wr.l•t .. Pns.1•1' Spl"Qaace<So"f'. 28, 18)?) father of u.s, 

' . 
. Senstol' tresl117 Spniue• ,,... U.115 • 186.J). 

·fhe f1Jtet ordtd.ae4 mueter • • • , tbe Ro•·• Gritttt th Joa.es .. 
He was boa Gct:0bei- a, 1·696 u A11tfawr, Sa tll• parish of . 
Llanoa au tlte cGutJ ot Caaftrthee. In 1149 h• o•e t:,oa 
Jn&laa4 an4 s•tt.1e4 at Duolt CNekt prea-clUq WJ.111 his 4eaib 
ta D•c0•~• 115?. Uat11 lM .. ohucb wae ball\ bJ. tbe Iitd.e
pend.eate, w!l1ch wae •••4 lttouat z:ta. sewic-ea wex-e ·uaallr 
hold us the 1u.,•••• of ha.a a._.., eacl .James If•••• 

lien oae thtt an. ».Tic\ Daria ta 11,,. .hn ia 1'95t he 
O$JP f:Nll !nglaa4 1a 1122 but "'1a aoa Ntune4. Bev. ,l>t\•ie 
caae -aek to Aaertoa m 17)7 an4 eventu.allJ ettl•4 in••• 
13:rltau. Be preaob.e<l utll. Ida leath, Ootol;Jd' ) 1 1168.- •••• 
Bliphas l>aee1 11•coee4ea lda to the fulpit t rm .Juq 2,, 1184 
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to Ootobe., a,. 1787 w1tk tbe Rfl'11• nr. J••• Jeru,e, John Pa,,tc. 
ud G14eoa Jenel as eo-paston. 

Dr,. le.-ea loue bad a p~rtlcuarly btei-esting ait1tor,-. 
»•• Joa•e wae boa oa •• We1ab tnot1 AprU 6 • 1T5o • of a 
fem.tlJ' tu.I ead.P'{lted tNa Wal•• to Be•ark• Dele:w N 1n 1110. 
IYeat,taellJ m-, &f tile Jou.- uvtd. 4oa to Duck Creek an4 
Kea:ton. 14uate4 at •••·•* Aca4••• b.e was 1.loeuei io ,pnaob 
•••aber 2 • 1782 atie» e•"lag ta tu-Be"folu.t1tmQ7 •a• 

Ga D•c•be_. 21, l ?76 be ut•f•d the ser,.1.o• al:ons w1 tb hta 
l>ntlt1u•e Eaooll aa4 Daniel • in Captata Thomae Wataoa • • 1st CGJIJ)• 
ot Ui1tt1e, 2nd Bat•alioa u4e¥- cOW1aa4 of Colonel fhome.111 Colacb. 



But records show that he was soon up north. in Trenton. on 
February 24; 1777 he took the -Oath of Allegiance from Caesar 
Rodney who .was in the city at that time. 

Prota.bly about this time he jo1n.ed the 4th Pennsylvania 
legiment ae a surgeon's mate. Under Lt. Col. William Butler., 
Actiag Brigade coramE1J1der for Gen. "Mad" AnthOnJ Wayne, he 
spent his time at Valley Porge earing for th• sick. It is 
also known that he conve7ed some m.eseages for General . '.eorse 
wa hington. 

In February ot 1780, Jones was made Surgeoa ot the 4th 
Pennsylvania. He continued in this position til his retire
ment January 17, 1781. When he left the al"Gl7 he furthered 
his spiritual vows by being lioenae4 to p~each November 2. 
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1782 and thence to Crogtown he returned. But there was still 
uae for his medical experience bees.use records for the Aud1ter 
of Account& ehow tbat ae was pa.id 20i "for medicines and a.tten• 
dance on illiam Maddon a 1'111tia Soldier wounded by Cheney 
Clod." The Battles or Cheney Clow•e Port are important to the 
history ot Kenton and Delaware and shall be dealt with f'\lrther 
on. 

Jones continu 4 to treat physical and spiritual ailments 
unt1l hie death April 29, 18.30 at the age of seventy-four. 
Hie Will indicates a man of fine eduoation and pr14e. His 
wife Mary having died in 1818, Dr. Joaes• son, three daugh"ter 
and granclch114ren we:t'e hia heirs. 

Some of the things he l ft to his •on, James Jr., were 
two beds, a horse . one eaddle and bridle of his own choice• a 
emall looking glass. a claw-foot walnut cl1n1ng table end one
third of all table linen. 



H1s favorite daughter lsthe:r got a carriage, ho~se . 
$11 ver plate• and ttm:y black wonie.n named Letisb.a to serve utt• 
til abe is t 'fHlty t .i ve 7eara of age after which she ls to be 
tree." Her si t.er Mar, an.4 ahe were. to split the "book of 
Divinity", b•ds, bedding and table linen.. 

the 1.llteresting notes in the Will were in rElgar4 to his 
Pennsylvania propert1 in Beaver and Eric Counties, formerly 
ot Westmo:relanci County. They were given to him by a gi~atefu.l 
Pcmsylva:n1a "in consideration of aervices rendered by me as 
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a Bu:rgeon in the Army of the United. States during the Revolu
tionary War, was granted to me by the said State bearing date 
the twenty ninth day of JUD.e in the year of our Lord one thou
sand Seven hundred. and eighty seven by a patent under the eal 
of the said State of Pem1S1lvQJ.lia,. signed b7 Ben~wnin franklin 
Esquire President of' tb.e Supreme lxecutive Council of the said 
State." 

The JOO acres in Beaver County were to go to James Jr. 
while the Irie Cou.nt7 land was to be sold to pay oft debts 
end the remaining amount tc be split amongst Ms heirs. "All 
my plantatiotte; tract or parcel ot land on which I now reside, 
situat• in Duek Creede Hundre4 .. (before Kenton Bundre4 was cre
ate4) were destined tor ilia children Ms.r1 Walker aud Esther 
Layton. and for his grandghildrea Rebecca Baudaitlt and Tho~as 
Jefferson a:nd llary Oreig~ton Wilds. ,: 

A final dispos1t1onso of"ten done by others was •1 will• 
order a.ad iirect my aegro man n.amed Edward shall be fr&f:l at 
my death." 

* 
With the British OCC\lpation of Phila4elphia (1777-78} 

llllder General William llowe and Sir Henry Clinton, pro•Br1 ttsb. 
actions beoal'fl4. more pronounced; bolder. Tb.~ Battle of O~ney 



1 

Olow•s Po~t wa.e a px-od..u.ct of t h1$ Rrl tiah sym:pathJ .• 
01:un.107 Clow eame to this coW1tey during tlle fi:tat half 

.of the 18th centuJ:17 with his pareata. Prom England., tney 
settled in Queen .A.ntte•s County, hrylaad. When be was 
twenty•·four 11u1~s old., Chtae7 Clow ~oined the Ma11ylaa4 t1'oop• 
fo:r th~ Fi-en.ch and In·diand Wal"., Acqueuitanees ot his from the 
area also joiDed but in tbe D•laware 1tlli t1a. They were Capt . 
1>aY1d Clerk, Lt •. Jotm. !t&es1 Cupt. Charlea Hillyari• Lt. Jatnes . ',' 

Stout, n4 Brud.gn.a John Cl!ihoon Esq.-, fhomae Ml ton and Joha 
Clark. 

• When he retwm-•4• Clow bull t his h .. ouse 200 Jard.a east of 
th.e D-•laware • br;,le.n4 bo~~er in ltec.t. Count7 • Clow•s ~oq 
sympathies eaae to the fore when his home was ehosen ns a to-. 
cal. point 'fo~ local toriea. He was dtuicr1bed as a British 
captain before the war and held that rank Yl!hen the Revolution 
begat'l . .- W1 th the ucr~aeed harassaent tna ~ox-y marauders, Lt. 
Col. Oharlea Pope, Delaw~r• Militia,. wt\\s. ord.elt•d to Grogtown. 

011 April 14, 1718 Pope w.rote Qovenor Caesar Bodne:7 that 
•·It 1s with ,a CertsintJ I can inform YQ\l that the t-epox-t of 
the Tories having a fort built is a ti,tth tor tb.ia Da1 ~e·elt 
with a party ot a.bout forty was witb.in ."«un snot ,of their works 
.. on our appea.rance upwa:rda ot one hun~,r,e4 sal:lied out, aeve
.ral shot was h¢J1$tlaed • After taking full view ot their works 
and finding it proff againet our sma.111-.ber Fo:rced 'tl\e pa:rtJ' 
to retreat, We tilled one ot their partf• l'Ott. J)ex-ou.g&. of 
O:rosa Roa.de . (Srayma) was aho't · th.rough ine tti111U-

ttas thert it no pl!'ovisions ln the plnee bav• Order ed. twen
ty .tour men to do Dut7 of the light & th-e lest to look out for 
Quute2re with erdera to attend tomorrow; mornittg • pra;~. Send us 
wb.at Cal"'iri4gee you cQ spartt:v• likewt.s• •• Whiskey and provi
sions• without •h1ch I cannot can-y the fort, I have Wrote 



General Smallwood on the S.ub~ect • R quest his eendins a 
ligh'I field p•ice." 

Uop.etull:, .• Orogton took care of Pope•• whiskey aee<ls. 
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Ae tor, rumnunit1oa1 it waa poaslblJ undet- hie orders -that t;he 
lead roof e.t Aapetldala wa• melted down for 1auaket balla. 
Aependale was built l.>7 Charles Bumbers 1n 1771 on part ot the 
nun.oaster tract, lfot tar off wa.s "brick hole• where the o,le.J 
was tug to maJc• tbe brioks. fh1s Middle Georgian house with 
Plemiah•l:Jond work has two courses of' mouldtd brick car1s cap
ping the water table. Its greet roQUl measured 28' X 191 ad 
was the l .a.rgeet room yet , bt.t11 t 1a Delaware tor 1 ts t:tae. 
Another int,erteting tacet to this house is that the o~ig1nal. 
paint still remai».s on lte exterior. A shingled root now ap• 
;,eai-a whore the l.eai root once was. 

Cha~les Pope Wl"Oie to Rodney two days later tha, be was · 
still ab.on of supp1i•• but it wa.e now basioally a nutritional. 
one. R<>dney onl,- eent "ti~t, wt. of ,a,eet & one bbl, of bx-escl 
tor ttppe.rda ot t>ne mmdre4 ••n•• He a.lso wrote •- if 7ou aean 
to have the Militia kept t.o geth•r pray Send us a Suppt7 -•~ 
41erte17 otherwise it will be out of 'IA'1 power to keep them 
lonae~ thaa this night." Ke needed supplies q_uiekly for he 
wished to engage Olow that night. In fsct, h.e ordered W.litia 
f•• Cb.ester, Md. to meet him one Illil• and half t'rom "Coloaelu 
Clow'• •tortre•a•• It seems tbat Cheney Clow was rising 1n 
ilnportan9· • Two de.JS later when Caesar Rodney wrote fhomas 
KoXean about the b&ttle he waa ealled •o&nl. Chifua. Clow." , 
Clow•s fcrtr~ss was, at t .he m.o•t, pr<1l>ably ill t,Blall stockade. 
But during these t1tying tia6e Clow was a )!'ea.l and def1ni t- . 

threat .• 
lD the lette~ to Mcltean1 Jit.odney states thE.f.t Pope was 

or4ered out against. ttGeal.. China Clow and his •army of ftefugeea" 
and soon routed Clow after Clow had manbed out and repulsri. 



the Ma.rJ'lan& Militia coming to Po:,e1a aid. The tort wa.a 
bu.mt and •about a thousand we1ght ,of Baecn and two barrel• 
ot flow•i-" wss ta.k•ih this helped increase Pope• s alr•ady 
deplet,ed food stores. 

More detail e.bo"t the ensaaeme.llt was .given when Ro@er 
wrote Henry Laurena, Pres.idtat of the Continent.al congress, 
April 24, l77Si 

•0n 1\t&sd.a7 the tourtc:H!tnth Instant I Gc,t 
information that About one hunclrea. end t1f'ty 
Insurgents undel:' t.b.e Comman4 of on~ Ohua Clow 
we:te limed and Af!lsemble4 Oll the Weatem side ef 
tbia cout1 n•ar the b-ord.ers ot . Maqland. I, as 
soon a.5 poasible Collected an4 Sent About . one 
hundred an.4 forty of tb.e Militia ot this CoUBty., 
under the Command of Lt. co·•1 Pope ot th• JJ$la• 
war&e, against them • 'rho Insurgents na4 bu.il t a 
11:ort whioh the Militia Sui-:PoW1d&cl on the !hunday 
night tollowiag bu.t •r• Clow ~ his Gang, hear
ing of th i:r- app~oe.eh, .fled • ~• .lt1l1 tis. o\U'nt 
the Fort and ae,eure4 all the Stolen Efteota in 
and about it iutd Returned • l then ti tte4 out a 
number of Horse-men, Sino• wun ~ of them have 
been taken nn4 otne~• Sut-ren4ered to the number 
in all , of about fifty, about twent7 of whora be
ing sin&l$ men, are sent ott with a ~cruitiag 
:part1 <>f. th$ l'lelawar4 Regiment to enlist or. ae 
Woree - so that with what the ller,land Id111tia 
have done• this intenal s•t are. l beli~vo, 
brQke up. and. I hop. • to hear in a few dais that 
the Villain Clow is Taken." 

. !be added J>.s. shQWe the ,agency at the times• "'fhe7 
iaereaued verry fast and I believe, it they had not bean op• 
pOS$d very suddenl1 aa4 w1tti Spirit they woul.4 have becoae 
tortnidable in a Little timE>.," !his 'lo:r:7 uprising Jtaatened the 
paa8age of the feat Act b7 the General Aasetab11 in May• 1778, 

lowevol- Clow was not t ake.ti at this tirae., Having failed. 
to take the oath of allegiance W!lde~ th• Act ot 1778, ke· waa 
arrested for tre,uh1n in 1782. Oa a Joveaber nisht a Sberitf's 
posse was. sent to a~rest him at his houee where he ~ett1rn~d.. 

\ . 
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Wben the o:r4e:r to eurren4er we-s shout&cl a tuasilad• anaw4!re4 
them f.rOJll tbe darkened hollse. fhe rapidit7 of the shote froa 
the hQt:Ute: indicated several defenders while th.e poss~ fired 
back. When the1 moeked dovm the door Clow•s oo-horts es
cape4 leaving Clow and his wewad&d wife behind. 

One Joseph Mo.ere· of the posse was kille4 an4 it wa.11 at 
this e.ngagem.ent that »~. JNnea J·onee. ettended.. to th$ wo'W'14•d 
Militiamrut• 

Ralfwa7 ba.ek to towt1 Olow • ·dreaaed in bis Br1 t1ah uni• 
to;rm.1 and. the posse wer e met by a . eomptu-11 o·f ili t1a who de• 
mt'Ulded cueto4y of the pr:laoaer 111 order to h.ang him. the 
refused and manage4 to get him to 3ail • He wa.s bro~ht to 
ti-ial December 10, 1782 oa tbe charge ot "not having the feai
or God before h1s e7ee but b•Uia moved and eeduoe4 by the in
.atigations .of' the Devil, es a false rebel and traitor to the 
said State (Delaware} intending the Gove:rnoient th~reof to 
seduce end reduce the sue to the domination of the King or 
Great B~itian." 

Clow c.onv:Laoed tbe jUJ:7 that be was an enf:UIY officer and 
as sq.ch shoul4. be t:l'eated as a prisoner of wa~. He wat11 ae ... 
quited. Blil'b in 178) his enemies pressed ftll'ther charaea. the 
Anglophobes deman4e4 Cl••·a ooaviotion· ou the co1.U1t of the 
llll.lrd&r ot Jeseph li!o"-re • 

though the evld•nce was flimsy about Clow shooting Moore 
io. the darkness ot the nigb:j, neverth$lees h.$ was found gu.ilty 
of muri.er. He was sent•no•4 to be l:umged but. 1t wee not until 
1786 that the date of execution was et• at Clow•s own request. 

For six years while he remained. in Jail bis 1fe pleeded 
tor b.ia lite but the bitterness of the Whi.gs pr,fv-ailed a.ad he 
was hanged.. Caesar Rodney declared that he never b•foN w:l.she4 
to be Clove-nor until now $0 that be might save Cl.ow. After the 



11 

exeeuti,on e. "great re-vulsioll of fe"lingtt wae felt 1n th,e coun
t¥ over the w&J this brave man was t•ated., 

* • 
Witla the war over Grogton ocmld now grow. At ibis point 

we come to the toun41ng ot tb.e t♦n and 1 ts founder. During 
the 1790'• the name o.t GrogtoG w:ae used 1nte:rohangeablJ wttb. 
Lewis Oroes Roads nam.4 after Phillip Lewis. lot1ee also that 
in 1761 '!homas Craig used tile name Low1etowa in b.1e pet1t1o• 
tor a tavn, • A't other po:lnts in it history. Lewis• Bridge 
was use4. It was naaed after Lewis who owaed al.1 'the surround.• 
ug land 1n 1791t: extetuiing a• tar· a . Sev4Hl H1oko~1es, and who 
laid out tbe lane& in 11,,. He owue4 e part interest in th. 
Xen1:011 Hotel• a to er lai14laark and, uon& with a relative of 
his• rk Lewi •· own♦d the loo.al tavern. 

Phillip Lewie wa-, the onl7 ohil<l of Phillip @4 Jla:ry Lewie 
ot Little Creek Hundred. His father died when he was nine years 
014 and b.1s mother was to ho14 his inheriteuce until h reaohect 
the ge of twenty-ontr. fo Phillip went two•tlUris of the estate 
while bis mother wae to :reoieve one.tlltri. She was also left 
with the charge ot teaching their son "Read1n.g1 writiq and OJ• 
phering Both Vulgar and Deaemil ar1tbmatict and to be well 
v~,ie4 in the mathematicks to Read and u.o4erata1'1d Latten Well.tt 
A ,,Oont1nentallJ orietited education it waa. 
, '.87 Febntal7 !4.1779, llar7 rema~r1e4 to 1l1sdon 11 hop one 
month after sh . becam.e widow. Bishop petitioned the O~bans 
Court in Dover to be oh rged with the es·tate. It was approved 
b1 !bo•ae Rodney and the lesacy came to J.2a21.. 

1791 was mentu.ou 79ar fol' Phillip Lewie. While wait-
ing tor his impetlding inherita.nee, Lewis mar.ri t Dorcas Annita e 
Januar, 1, 1791. She •as eighteen years old and the second of 
three daughters to John Armitage and Franc a Cooch wno 1n t:lll"n 

wae the daughter ot fhoma Oooeh sr. from henoe Cooeh's Bridge 
derive its u JOe . 
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I<~ENTON 

Kenton Hundred follows Duck Creeh-: Ht.mdred geot:,raph1-

cally.. This Huniired. was created by an act o~ ·the General 

Assembly, February 3, 1869 ,, It was forme,i fr>om Duck Creek 

and Little Creek Hundreds, and 00mpri60d a11 • tl1e oi•iginal 

territory of those Hundreds which lie ·west of the Dela

wore Railroad. 

: •. 

I 

The boundaries of Kenton Hund.red.',a:re: On the north.,.· 

Blackbird Hundred of New Castle County and 'Duc'k Creek; on 

the east, the Delaware Railroad; on the southwest, Dover 

Hundred and Fork Branch of St~ Jones Cree}:< and on the west• 

by the State of Maryland, Little Duck" Creek runs through 

the center of the Hundred, and its several branches keep 

the mea.dow lands well watered., 

The Delaware Railroad running down the east side, the 
i: 
I, Delaware and Haryl8.Y1d throu':,';h the cGntre r.m,l a·bout one tiile 

I! . , of the Ken.t County, Smy:rna and, Delaware B.::.".Y ~ 1ilro8d ·1n the: . 
I!. 
II· northwestern sectiono In 1880 th0 population wr1s two thou-
1i: 
!i sand eie,ht hundred and sev (.;: r.. ~·.u".'m1, There h8s. 'l;:>een no_ survey·· 
i since the e1'ection of the hundrod, but the a1~ea is abc;iu.t . th1r.ty-· 

five thousand acros. 
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Early se~·tlement~ in the new lands of America were. 

usually mede along the waterways, where the settlers. had 
' . . 

a convenient and easy means of transpottation, . and in· 

grant$ of land in the Hundre4s of Duck Cree·k· imd Little .. 

Creek the settle:rs followsed the cousse of- th~ir neighbors 

. . . ·.:· in other Hundreds;• Nost of the s~ttlers in ~©nton Hundt-ed. 

. I 

I 1I 

- I 

were Enflish, and ~be -e;-r ·e$te~ port;iq,n of the land waa: known ··.;_ :_-_ _____ --:---- -__ : I 
a-s tbe "Manor of Fretth~(r '1;F'reithn: was a tract of ten thou,.;. • - , ;I 

... 

sand acres laid off by Wl.llla.m: fe::n t:nde:· w~1r1:1ant and survey • 

,. bearing date of Nay )' ,· 1683. A portion of thts tract. was 

purchased by the Bristol tteva,l; Store Company ·1.n 1714, ·and· •. 

''., , Benje.min Shur.mer took ti:rre.~ thousand. on.e 'llitin~·red and twentr- . 

. , f 1 ve acres of th~ truct on a branch of Duck ·creek. Walter 

, ,:.1 Dulany in 1706, took up a lar.ge tract of this land on Frel.th 

',, ! 
,,., ,, ' 

as did also Captain B.1chru:-d Smith 1n l?lO. South of the 
2 ' 

"Deer iark" t~act . ' 

· -
Dulany tract was what was known EJS the 

. . . 
comprising two thousand and two hundred and t~fty-fite acres.·: • 

l "Manor of Frei th 11 1, is the l ,1::it in Kenton before 1 t wa.s 
dlvidea into sections or 10~3~ 

• . 2 "Deer Park 11 , was the CrO$S B.oads at Blackiston which 1'& 
now Black1ston's Cross aoads. 

. . .. 
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' This tract was ·gro.nted to Benjamin Blacksinton June 14, 

l?JJ, by Lord BaltimorGo Sa,nue:'L Chew also took • • up lands on. 

the west side of the Ht.mdred and in the tic~:::'y~a~-id terri•tory. 

Oth er large propertJ owne:r•s and. early s ~:rLt:1 e2•s ln this 

Jmnd:red were william ellingsworth who received.one thousand · 

And twenty-five acres of the "Mm,.or of F .. ,ei~nll_. 01;1 Litt~e 

Duck creek, which he named 11 Dun:J.aste1· 11 • J· . .;:-m• H~llyard, a 

18 r ge land-owner in Duck Sneel{ Hu..."1dred, in 16~~, tool{ ·up 

four hundred and twenty ~- six known a s 11 Hillya:'."d·1 s · ;ExchD~ge 11 ~· 

and is described as being on the sou-::;h side of· ·the west 

branch of Duck Creek and on Hillyard I s Brsnch/ .. It is near 

and southeast of the town of Kenton, 2nd adjoini;1g what 

was called II Wapping", 11 Williams Ran6e, 11 11 Bo.liff' · Hill, 11 • 

and others. i~ pnrt of this land was by deed o( .gift con-

I vey ed 

I 172O, 

to t:i.rthur Cook · and Elizabeth, his wife, August 8, 

a.nd to Hillyard' s gran.dson, John Hillyard ,i , • 

t The Hillyard tract , later came j_nto the possession ·of 

l'hilip Lew'i s, who also ow~10d o t her lo:.•ge tn::i nt;s, _ including · 

the 12nd 
i on which the to'v-.:n of Kenton stands. 

I 

I Philip Lewis begrin the p1.A.rr.~ has e of l eind.s :.M2,y 2, 1791, i 
f 

I then buying three h1:u:1d:.:•ed. ar,;,J. 
I 

n:t xi;;; E10res of ·J·;:1. q1.es ·Hy-nson 
i 
I 

I and sixty of Thornao !1ur-pl":ey; :a,~irl November 8, 1791, bough.t 

\one hu..."1dred and ftfty--nine ar-res of Willicim Dickson 1 whi-ch, 
I 
i 

i 1n 1793, wa.s part of a tr8ct surveyed to John .1'.'~r.'.i..es, who,: 

' 

.,. 

I· 
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ruery 6, 1775, sold to William Dickson, Christopher Long • 3 
end Samuel Jemison. These :tracts extended to _the "Seven 

Hickories," an old stopping-plctce for teams on the road from 

kickories sto6d there. In 1825, the Lewis property was 

divided among th_e sons of i'hillip Lewis, Jeffer-s;:m, Albert o •. ; 

and Phocion P., The first name is still liv_1ng. The 

lands of l~lbert G. and .Phociori 1-'. were cc~mvey~d to Frederic~ 
. . 

Staake and by him conveyed to l'Iason Bailey, and are now in the .. • 

possession of Bailey's heirs, with the exception of a small 

[ strip of one bu.nd.red !;'.C.t' .JB 1181.i by Elizat>eth Jopr:;G, 
t 

· I The following na.mes are of person assessed in Kenton. 
r 

Hundred in 1~85, and are taken from the asses • .sment ro]]s of 

1
: Little Creek and Duck Creek Hundreds, of that date: 

.... l1:, 
., . i 

"1 .. I, {1 
.,. 

ii 
II 

\ 3 ii Seven Hickories 11 , 1s the name where there was.-•seven 
large ijickories standing there, at that time. 

., . 

,., 
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Sarah Allee 

John iillee 

:~brm ,:.ndorson 

John .'.l tt1x 

Jeremiah Boroughs 

a1cht:". :rd Borougho 

.~dward . F3oroughs 

James Bostick 

Ebenezer Blackiston 

Elijah Boroughs 

John Barnes 

Benjamin Boroughs 

John Boroughs 

Benj. Blackiston, Jr., 

D~miel Cummins, Jr ... 

James Cummins 

Nicholas Clarke 

Wm. Cahoon, 'Esq. ·. 

Daniel · Cummi.ns --· 1• 

J6hn cf oua.s · ·:; 

Wni1• •• q1ark 
,. 

George " Cumri1its - : '· • •• J, .· 
I:; ,,. ' 

Samuel Cole 

Charles Clo.rk 

Ebenezer Clark 

Benj. Chew Ezq,. 

D8n1ol David, Esq. 

" Isaiah Derham 

Hugh Durbcrow 

Wm., Dnvid 

Daniel Durham 

J a!.-1 es Dear.. . 

Patrick Downs 

Widow Durborow· 

Whitonton Durham 

GarrettDushone est. 

George Derham··, · 

John Durham . 

Henry F:::ircons 

Wm;; Fa.rsons 

D8Vii Griffin 
.; • • ~ ' ' ·~ • ·~ l ' • 

' • ' ~ I • 

·. , ,'t 

.. . . · .. •· 

I I 

; I 
• • :.·: 11/' 

,:111 ' 1.,1,t 
-i 1I I 
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Lydia Griffen 

Wm. Griffen 

Eben Griffen 

Thomas Hillard 

Bcirthia Hazel 

Natnhew Hazel 

Benjamin Hnzel 

Jacob Hurlock 

Wm. Hutchinson 

George Jazel 

Wm. Hurlock 

John Hazel 

Ebene~er Hurlock 

George H2rris 

Wm. Hill 

John Hutchinson 

Isr.wc Hazel 

John Ham 
l 

John Hill 

1 Bell Jones 
r; 

I'' { Hannoh Jones 
I'; 

J1~ cob Jones 

Btn j. Jones 

1rnomns Jones 

Dr. James Jones 

Sc"muel Jones 

Richard Keys 

Thomas Lacount . 

Thos. Noore 

. ,:~ Robert Moore 
. ~ . 

I Joseph Meredith ·_ 
'•f~ 

_·. • i -Wm. Murphey 
\. ' ' 

.)eter Moore 
.~u 
,.:tJodfrie Holestari 

·: 
.Nichael Numbers 
,' ~ . 
Joseph Numbers .. 

I 

Jati1es Numbers • · 

Thomas Numbers 

J o·seph Nock 

• I-1.::3.rJ Numbers 

Wm. Nu:n bers 

. John Numbers 

/1.llen J?almetry 

A bm. Parsans 

. ' .. 

Ro oert Palmetry. 

Hyland ~ennington. 

Wldow Redgeste.r· 

i 
. i • 

, ,.I 
I 

, I 



Jermlah · Rees 

Edward Rees 

John Rees 

John SpruBnce est. 

John Spruance 
I John S:p~armnn 

Wm. Sharp 

Presley Spruance 
' ' 

John Starling 

Wm. Scotten 

James Scotten 

John Scotten 

Natthew Tilghman 

Wm. Thomson 

,'.,. bm. Thomson 

John Thomson 

. J I I 

. , .. . 

MOS9S Thompson .• 

::rethro Thompson 

Robert Thomson. 

James Thomson 

V-.J,. , Cl- .U ._~ BO't" jO[·•iV', 

Ee1.1dr.ick Truax 

,Tames Tip pi tt" • 

Pete Williams 

S2.muel Wilson 

Nathaniel Wilds · 

Wm, Wallace 

Wm. Wartenbury 

Josiah Wallace. 

,I 

i 
I 

' I 
.I 

11 
,I 
I' 
!I 



James Groen another large owner of lcmd in Duck Creek 

Hundr0d owned a large tract in Kenton known ·~~- 11 Brenfored 11 , • 

Philip Lewis took up several lo.rge trE,ct;;:; odjoining these· 

and ext8nding from a small settlement knovm as the "Seven 

Hickories 11 , on the road from Dover to where -the villDge: of 

Kenton was eventually built on his land; anci one thousand 
J , 

acres adjoining the settle~ent of Seven Hickories, were . . , 
r;' 

owned by Moors who csme tc;, the Hundr8d direct.from Spain·in 

1710, and who se·L;tled ln a village lmoTr-ii.i. as. Noortown on 

the Dover-Kenton road~ 

In 178.5, these Moors O\.\'ned lor.ze esta te·s and had a· 

properous Emd thriving communl ty. John :Jnd Isra·e1 Dur_. 

ham were leading ihe:nbcrs of this settlemento TI)ey and 
.. 

their descendarnht refus0d to mingle with their white or 

bl8cl{ neighbors and have maintained bo ti'iis day their 

pure Moorish blood. Several families now re~ain in this -

section as direct de'scendants, of these Moors. 

'· 
• 
~ CL/,YTON 

\. • . 
·Clayton, the largest town in Kenton Hundred, · is in· the 

extreme northeastern part of the hundred. The .. earliest 

settlement Dt or near the present town site was .known ns 

"Jin town II on the road to Smyrna Land.ing~ The· land on wh:1,ch 
.. 

lhi s se ·;;tleme:-:; t .-rs, s lo(;a ted was :- 10~. :l OJ c-::l \~ ~~J.oh..2rd Tl bt-1 tt ~ 

with a reversion of the fee to one William Wartenby, in .case 

Tibbitt had no hef1irso In 1859j T:1.bbj_tt sold.ground for a 

\ /-
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town site, the DeJ.aworo E.siilro8d wcs built and ¢1 town est

ablished along the railroad 2 quarter of a mil.a from the ·s1 te • 
. 0 

of the old "Jintown", settlement~ 

The town was nemed Smyrna. Station. In 1860, th!3 Post

Office Department recognized the town for postal· purposes: 

2sClayton but tt was not until 1377, that an Act of the 

Legislature changed the name from Smyrnr .Station to Clayton,. 

at which time the town was also incorporeted~ 

KENTON 

Kenton is the oldest town in the hunc.red., en-1 situated 

near the centre, on the DeL:1wrire rmd. i'i[U'ylend Ba.:ilroad, w:es 

first known as Lewis" CPoss-Eoads, cfterwari_s .. . as· Grog-

. . 
Kenton. It wns called Lewis' Cross-roads, n.ftEir ..?hillp 

Lewis, who, in 1791, owned all the sur-roundi~g- ~and., and .. 

laid out the roads in 1796~ 

The ol:lest house in the town is one now· oc~upiE;d ,by 

Hrs. }iary Greeno It W8S built by fJb1lip Lew:i.s, ani 1s o~ _ 

frame, and was move::l ta:, its present locat'ion. ~1:?9ut seventy. 

the roa1., which w-~s bltil t sl1or-tly afte,r"l1ards anc1· used as the · 

The old. hotel, still stan:l.ing and known ~-s the Ken tori 

Ht 1 1 . ·· 1 .... " h"' . -,c,{'\~, o e , we s e so bUJ. ., r.y ... m 1 n J.t~ 1. , '1 • It w.;1s ·occupied ·by 

who .· 

\ 
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run 1 t for 8. number . of years~ Cbr::~rles HFl.mm ·h~d. i.t in 184.3 

r.ni in the snme yeo.r ThomDs L. Te:ilple, a brother of Gover

nor Temple, took in Dnd ran 1 t for a number of years; 1 t .1s. 

now in charge of ferrance Carvin. 
.. 

The post-office was started. in 1860, en·4 • s~nce thElt- time. 

the postmosters hal been w~ _H. Taylorj John Wilds, William 

C. Jump, Joseph Roop, Willi2m H. I.Joore rmd Wu. Denny Wilds .. 

The town's m8in growth has been since the ,war, and. the 
: . . 

Legislature, on ~pril 2J, 1887, passei an .Ect inOorporating 

it into a towno 

At present there are three gencrDl stores, ·ke·pt by 

J. H. Arthurs, W. H~ Moore ~mi W~ Taylor; a mili·1n."ery store, 

two blRcksmi th stops [.',nd one :irug store o 'I'here are six-t;;y • 

houses and a population of three hunared .. 

KEW.r0N IN 1920 

1 
Kenton in 1920, looks so:nethin6 llke this: rn-1s.is 

the yesr my father brought here to live with Uncle 

Jtmmy Burrows. He kept store in the old. Hotel. The build~ 

1ng Ers. Bigers has hacr toirm down. ' Uncle Frank· kept sto:re .• 
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h1 whe t 1s the Clifton I)rop£;.rty ~ 't • 

There were two herd-ware storeso Now located in a 

building which belonged to Mr" John .i~rthurs., 

i Kenton in -192~Infor:mJtion from 
Mrs. Avis Pinder in KentonQ 

' \ , 
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Ruch property. The post office run by Hr. Wllli:Jm ArthuDs · 

was locnted. there too. It stodd in the corner of the ·1ot 

opposite Mrs. ThomAs. The other- hardware store was ruri by 

Mr. H. Hilyari, Sr., which is now &'1yQ)ond Fat.ll.kner. 

There was a store or rather a meat market were th.e 

post office is now. Mr. Bull owner.. Mr. J'ohn· .lirthurs had 

a ctmery down the ra.ilrond. tr2,ck opposite side from the 

Diamond State D0ries~ 

Mr. Biger had. a csnei-·y what now :ls the Van Holten,, 

Later in the yeo.r 1923, or 1924, Mr .. H. W. Hilya_rd. w0re 1n 

partnership with him. 

There was an old. log cabin located where ·Mrs~ Biger 

bull t her new home. It had two rooms~ The big· roo;n was . 

curtain off for a sleeping sp8ce. The kitchen: had just~ 

dirt floor. Mr. Biger 1 s Moather and Father . lived there;_ 

Mr. Rnd Mrs. Dawson. 

Then there was another store locnte·l next to tho l·og 

cabin. This was operatei by Mrs. foorc. Next to 1t and 

what :rus now the post office W8S o Blacks:ni th ·sh.op. !Vir. • 

Biger and Mrs. Heed were the Blactsrulths~ 

The Barb0r shop was a shoe r8pair place. Mr. Donlqp 

was a shoe repair men J.and painter. The oo:c-ber ·shop was· ~Ii· 

the Jewell Property beyond Ho ores store. Tr;e barber w2 s 

Al Morgan. ( Merri sh raoe) 

The station weo opposite Weigle 1 s mill~ Trains came 

into Kenton four times daily. Two north bound -ana two· ,. 

. .. 

'' 
i 
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south bound. Tirno oround 6:00 ancJ. lOiOO a.m. and.3 :JO 

r nd 6:00 Pom. 1rl10 f:cGi[;ht stntion wus 09pofiite:l the 

aur1 tan lot. 

'fhe creamy wo.s located in the cilimored soct·1on near 

VE:n Hol ten:i. Just below Raymond Rord I s" The inl lk wn s 

t aken to the rallro::-11 by horses. They were beau~iful. 

Dr. E. P. Smith 11vuJ. where Vir:11ns' now liv:ed and .hfs 

office wos where Elva \ i.ttix has a storage buil'ding.. The 

small buil'.ling next to her home. He later bought __ the home 

where Eva Carey now lives. 

On the street where the trailers are, the .lot belongtng 

to Mrs. Davis was a sarnll building that was a jn~l. Mr. · 

Shultz was town cop. · 
.. ·. 

Not that I knew, this following but Mrs-~ Hughes, father 

was a doctor. I have been told that be had some( sort of· a·. 

hospital there in his home. (The Hughes Home.).· 

1~nother doctor who left before I came to Kenton was: Dr •. 
. . . l 

l '. oney. They 11 ved wb;:;~:-e Hrs. Sn~ie Kno~ts rtow: lives. 

.. 
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2 
When the Btiily home was bcug'llt from Nr. Lewis,· Nr,. 

Bc".iiley roje a horse from Centreville to Kenton ··w1 th a twi_l'.i~,. 

used. for a belt, ond. it was aLl raggedo H6 buri .ed :his• 

mon:Sy in the branch betwe-.en, tne Bailey propei-ty emd the 

Somerville property. 

When 1 t wa:s auction~d off he bid the gtgh:est and peo~l$ 

' didn 1 t think he 001:.1ld. pay for ~ t. He left and_ au:g up bi1:f 

money and paid: casb for l t to ever-y ones' su~pris.e. 

In 1907, the ·wheeJ,.-r.ight shop was where'.Nr. Hazel'.''S 

home -1s now. The Hoop $ho,µ rn 1917 f wa s where they Ii.md.e 
• " 

hoop for· vessels.,_ and s~,iling ·:sht-ps.. This: W8$ done by Dr.· •. 

Money in off time. He too.k ln government cont.rccts. M:r. 

Taylor ran th(;;) butter, fac'tory. Th·e·re was also Eri armory 

where th-e Cliftop.s lived, o:n. the four corners. of Keh0t0:n._ 

In the town of Kenton in 1873, there were three o:octors :· -

Dr. Godwin had his office at the EJwar-d Attix home and -at 

the Somervill~splace . . Dr. Cooper at the Coopet home, and 

Dr. Temple was in the town. I.bout three years _ later there 

were three new doctors, in town as Dr. Mansh.;p~ Virien .arid 

Dr. Money, and Dr. Smith. 

In 1887, Nr. James Hughes taught at K~riton and 1n· 1907, 

Hr. Ed.ward Hughes his nephew also taught a.t the old Kenton 

school where ('lr. Everett owns. 

2 neference on Kenton: 
From Hr. Ed'ward Hughes. 
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Church in Septembe r 15, 1678 and he bas all .the records.of 

the church. soci0ty~ 

Terance Carvin, owner of the old. Hotel in Kenton operat·ed . . 

during the 1887s, and there was 8 fight in t.r:i1 s old hotel, 

turned over a stoYe, nnd he .picked it up and· .threw 1t·out - · . •• 
\ 

in the street with the fire and all. 

There was sometime between 1887-1888 a cyclone came 
. . 

through Kenton and knocked out the enJ of thEJ. school build;,. . . 

1ng. The scholars were home but Nr., J" Hugh_E:ls . was cut on .. . 

the side of the head.~ The house that stood '.on the corner,· ... • 

of the property now Mr. Everett I s was also .to:rn apart • . . •. _-.. 

knocking la:np into the street ancl unharmi:r:ig a woman lying •. 

sick in bed. 

Where Mr. Ed~ Hughes now Ii ves there stood an 1-ce 

house which was also blovm away and tr jey n~ver found any 

trace of 1.t afterwards. , 
Tho_ old school is moved out on the o1:d Wild 1 s plDCe . i 

an'.i still 1s standing. The olJ. little red. jail house w;i s ·. 

moved to the l)ropercy of Mr. E. Ja1·x•t::ll, as :he used ·it.for 

a milk house and now as anodds r-md ends place·" 

MrsG Hughes, is now the oldest native-still re~idin~ . 

in the home in which .. Ghe, 

'I ~ 
her r.10ther and. grandmother was 

born in 1882 ~ J 
,{? 

. . . 

-----••- ------ .. ..,. ... _ ,. - .. ·.' 
2 Ref., from Mr " Ed.wa rd 

HugV'l es, in Kenton.:-
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Kenton has been devoted into tl1e b0st f~r1hing lands: , 

of the stat0 are in . the hundred, .they hav8 beep, highly· 

cul ti vs ted. for years. . Large quantities of, peaches• wheat~ . ... .. 

corn an1 vegeatables are raised" 

.~bout 18.'-rO, Simon S·pearr11a:n~ who J.lvod. -·on·_<the Middle. 

Alley. road, on the i farm now owned: by .Edward Streets, shipped . 

the first .pe2ches for m~rket, sind the . return was so pfof~t

able that a number of the f2.rme:t'.s p~antcl t _r~es, until ·:to-
·.-·· 

day three-fourths, of the lanrl is plante:i with _peach trees, . . . . 

The shipments from various railroad. st21tlons· -have approx- • 
' 

1rnated in one year as h::)gh os three~hund.rsd. thousand baskets. · 

The year 1887, was one of the poor-est ever k:..1.c(y-1i;x, ani fifty-

thousand will cover the shipment~ 

Kenton has also been devoted almost exclus:i vely to · 

farming, and only up to within the past few·years_has there 

been any manufacturing terest outside of old: ·grist-mills. · 
' . . . • 

J.B. MesLJiok has a small phosphate faG~ry nt Kenton, 

which has beeh in operation since 1884, and ·has an output 
I • • • . 

. . 

\ 
of one thous.gnd. tons~ Wo P. Wr.lght, sinct; 1879,· has conducted 

a brick-kiln at Clayton, and r.1.anufactured between three , 

hundred thoussnd to four hur1clred tbous<:Jnd bri6k"s a ye~:i;-~: •• 
' . . 

John WQ Graham, at Kenton, r.:;:::'.::;.·.xfLct1.1.::.~0s one bu.'l'J.dred thousand . 

bricks· a year, and h8S been engaged ln it .for ·seven years·.,., 

• Old brick-yards have existed on tirn far.;11 -of · Jame~ 
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01d I'own Hnll 
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Wild'S Home 
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Will1nms, near Kenton, about thirty.,f.tve years 0go, but were 

abandoned in 1875,. John T. Poor fox-merly had .. a yard in 

Kenton, but it has been out . of use for ooveral .. years. An

other old yard w2s operated by Nathaniel Wil_~s, on what is 

now the Underwood farm., two miles from Kent.on·~ • 

Being a fruit-growing country, the e7aporat1on and 

canning of fruit is naturally one of the main industries. 

At Kenton, J .. M,. .,1.rthur has a. lai·ge cmm:i.ng establishment, 

built 1n 1882., capable of turning out two h~dred and fifty 

thouse.nd cans of fruit in a seasono In the same town .John 
.. 

w. Graham built, 1n 1882, e.n evaporation ce.pabl·e of turn-
J . 

ing out three hundred baskets a year~ 

WILD' S SCHOOL,,HOUSE 

9, for the reason tte :: .. r1r..d u:;)vn ·""hj.ct J.t v-,r3 s ·erected was · 

give.n by Na t haniel Uildsr which has in its limlts the town 
. . 

of Ken ton, the bu1,ldh'!g being :Lor..:,a;t.ed there~ . In -1829 ,· . there>. · 
6 . . 

was a school-house a sh 1.):i.'t / dj_st:;..:nr~e l,Gl•JW Ke-aton, with 
• . . :l . . 

I 

twenty scholars and e16ht~i:=,fi vc chlldren bet~•men the ages of • 

five and twenty~ '.?n t:; i o :L ~1 b1.,;.:;.1r.;.:1.ag v:a s l og ~an:l ha,i been -e!'ect-

ed about 1800 .. 
., 
t. 

wlJen :i.t was torn down and a frame 

building erected in its place,. :n· 1B85# the):,egisJ..ature 

authorized the ex•ectlon of a new bt.1. l lcUrig , th1;3 old one was 

abandoned and a t'in.e brick buiJ.dJ.ng ~rected in the town of 
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Kenton valued ut three thousnnd dollors~ Iri.1886, there 

were 1n it a grnded school end prim::u:-y wl th one hundred and 

twelve scholars. 

KENTON CHURCH 

The Ken ton M. Ee Church is in the Sm;yrna Curcui t, and 

W8S built in 1818, at the end, of the tow.a o:tl Kenton, on: the 

road lee ding to Downs Chapel (I It was o frame building, . . 

twenty-four by sixty feet. The ground was d-onated and .the 

building erected by Isaac Buckingham~ Revo John Durborough •• 
\\ 

nnd James Scotten. Rev. John Durborou¥h, wns a _ _.grand r,a_ther . . •. I·· 
. . . 

of Bishop Cummins, of Kentucky, and the first min:tst~r of· ·· 

the church • . 

Previous to the erection of the building, services 

were held at James Scotten's house. The old building was 

abandoned 1n 1877, and the present substantial building was 

erected in that year and was dedicated September 15, 1878, 

by B~shop Scott,, The list of preachers w11+ be found in the·: 

' article upon the A::ft;ury Hothodist; Ep1scopo.l Ch~rch of Smym~,. 

In 1747, n conYt)rcmce of one h.silf an ccre of land was 

me.de by Wlllinr,1 Grlf.fln to fL1.x mr.m, t;r.uoteos of the Baptist~·. 

Society, for church used after t11e confession fa1th ' adopted 

by the Baptist Assoc1ntion at J>hiladelphia, ~~~ioh met. Sept~· 

ember, This lend was never occupied by a chur.ch buil¢1_1ng, 
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.. . . 
the Welsh Tract BaptJ r, tr-; rc;),;.:1.lt the church and the Inde-··. 

pendents and k.ne,wn as Mount Z:i.cn" The congregation and church. 

were incorporated July 22 1 1794. In the graveyard of this •• . 

church repose all tnat was mortal of many of the old fam111es 

of the hundred. o 

In 1828, there were 5.5 members attending the Kenton-. 

Churcho Now, . 1963, there are arou...,d 110 members attending 

the Methodist Church. 

KENTON TENIER&'\ICE SOCIE:i1Y 

\ 
In 1834: AgreeDbly to previous notice a ·meeting of 

the Kenton Tempernnce Society was held at the Methodist . ·. 

Church in the afternoon and on the evening of the ---
of _____ as 1841, these meetings were adcl,.ressed by 

.. 
NcCasey and Vicken, two of the reformed drunkors of Balti-

more and it was unanimously resolved that the title of 

/ . 

this society should be changed from the Kenton ·Temperance 

Soci,~ty to that of the 'Washington · Temperance Society of.. • . · • •• • 
}, 

Kenton, ·as ·an evidence of the e:fect of these powerful add~- · 

ress this society~ ' . , .. 
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of these roa~s are~ 
.. 

Th~ road leadi.ng from the Duck Creek Cross Roads 
.. 

to Holliday I s Lc1nding by James Scotteno Throu~n· Lewis 

l ;:::s t::::n:o t::::g:r::: :::::~:0:::0;1 ~~::::d:e=1ng • 

'I Cross Roads and by Peter tlillers' IUJ.1, to Dover. 

J I·0.HJLATI0N 

:~ Kenton 1s a small trading ce.nter with a population 

• Ji!j; that I . know in these years: 
iJ11i11I "' ii 
~ 1900---192 .. _.,h[ 
''i1ii 

-::·;;ill 1910-..... 209 
j[i 
i 
,'t 

] 
!~ 
·1i 

1950---231 

In the years o:C 1900 to 196:z you o::::n. see that Kenton,· iiI 
:u I 

'I! has fewer people in ti1e town today then, in the· years of 

. j . 
• I 

I 
• I 

r 
'1 

I 
. j . I 

1 

I 
• ! 

... 

.. •· 

. , . 
' 

I I· 
I ' ' . ' 



\ 
In the yoa:C' 0f l)"CC 'n:t:i.::. c :t-c'.).~1rl V:?13 these business

places wei-·c 1~ '!:;he trrw11 of Y:en'.:.on., 

Blackr.,,ni. ·~!1 shop 

Hoop Shop 

Wheel-wrlte· shop 

Barber Shop 

Post Office 

Old Hotel 

1 Hardware store 

1 Drug Store 

1 Fertilize Plant 

3 Grocery Stores 

3 Coneries 

1 Mill 

Jull 

Hosp:1.tal 

.3 P:.:ictors.-- then, 4 ether 
r::.sw ones later 

l Chui:•ch ' 

1 School 

Liquor Store 

l Butter Making Plant 
1 

1 Peach Dryer 

Business ilaoes from 1950 to 1?63~ 

1Post Office 

School 

Church 

J Grocery Stores 

1 Hardware Store 

1 Canery 

Diailloml State Daries 

1 Liquor Store 

• B11J.ard Parlor 

Betty 9 s Bea~ty .Parlor 

l Peaches are layed.-on a screen until 
they are dry. 

.. .. 

.·. 

I 
.1 

.. , 

i I 

I' : 
I 

· l i 
j 

. I 
i 

: I 

r 
I 
I 

! 

I 
! 
I 

. I. ·I 1· 



CJ..ifton 1 s Store 

"' 

Van Holten 

'j 
j 
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Faulknc•r I s Store 
(Kenton Mayor) 

McG:l.nnis Store 

/ 
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The Kent.on Bible Clar:;s st~1:.."'t.cd in 1925 .. 

f Sylvester was PreGident w1 th 25 m.en:bel"G ~ 'l1llt? Mi111ster wa,s 

f Rev. John E ... Parl{er ,at that time" Each year they hold- an 

Aniversary Dinner. This year there wer~ 11 charter m.embers 

present • This or[;a.n1zat1on helps out w:l th d1f·ferent church 

. expenses. or what .ever··±s·, neededo 

I{ENTON SUNDAY SCH1)0L BE~'DllT 

The Kenton Sunday School has :i.1O rnernberp: on roll at . 

the present timeo Rev,. Prank O. Baynard m-inlshter, Super

intendent Mr. Paul };a.lmer, Secrc➔ t.ary Niss Darlene Masten, .· 

Treasury Mrs. Belle l 1almer. 

with J7 years of perfect attendance~ 

i1UR.ITAN CLUB 

The Kenton Ruritan Club•s chm"ter was s~g11 on Dec_.., _• ·._ 

ember 9, , 19.59 with 35 memb~rs pr0sento There .are now, · 
I . 

16 members. Th1 s orga11izet;tj_on r101:..-, s tn the 9orr.mu..11i ty . • 

affairs. The President is Li.r III E:lwu1•d nughes., Jr. 
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A ~.eY'.iDAL,f; FOVi~ 
(Route 300, a:~,ou't;; i\ r•:· .iJ .. o r .,;;,,~11'1,.iest of. Kenton) 

l 
r 

• . I 
• ··-···•--:--.. - .1..._ 
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origin1:.lly lr:no:,,n:i as D~mcaster. ,~. g.l:'<-=Ja.t poPtion of this 

tract, • a.t the ~rnnrlw:aters Qf the sourthwest bl;"artch of Duck 
I 

creek, was deeded 1n 1770 to Charles Numbers • .. "Yeoman, of. 

Duck Creek F'cres~o 11 

Charles Numbers started to build his home in 1771 

and completed 1 t in 1773., Not far off is the old 11 brick 

hole 11 (now a small marshy pond) whence v\"as dug . the clay· to 
'· 

make the bricks to be used for the threec.,ba~, two storey 

and attic house of Georgian quality., Apart fr-om plan, it 

might be calss1fied as restrained M1ddle-Georg-1an with some 
' ' 

Early-Georgian elements, and a venture or two:1nto the· futur~, · 

Aspendale is one 1513 the comparatively small number of 

old Delaware houses that have never passed f,:rbm ownership· by · 

the families of the original buildres, and have been contizi.;. . • • . 

ously 11 ved-1n by them. Charles Numbers was the great-great'· 
. ' 

grandfather of the present owner .. The house Chalres Numbers, 

built in 1771, has, therey:tore, escaped sue}'.). -~a:ltreatment as 

changes 1n ownership no often caused.:i and lik:ewise the 

neglect and abuse incident to absentee landlord.ism. 

The Flemish-bond brickwork of the south-and north fronts · . . . . 

is of admirable quality, and it is worth not.ing that ·two 
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counses of moulded bricks cap the water-table instead of the 

more usual single courseo A belt course, five bricks :·1n 

width with the three middle courses recessed, imparts. eff- : •. 

ective accent to the south and north fronts, 

. By way of contrast, the east 2:ncl west ends of the ho~s_e·; • 

with their twin chimneys coupled b;r short curtain wallsj· 

are stuccoed. When the house was completed in 1773, • the· ridge. 

of the ro'5f was slightly fattened., covered with lead, -made 
t ' • • 

with lead, made into a deck between the paris of chimneys•· 

and enclosed with a balustrade~ During the Revolutionary- .. 

War, the lead was requirer for bulJ.ets. '?he balustrade was 

then removed, tnd the shir..gled :roof given its present form.: 

The one .. storey and attic frame wing frame wing at · the _· .: •• 

west end ·adds a note of interest to the composition. It 1s· ·a. 

good instance of the frequesnt Delaware habit of hav1ng·a 

frame wing on axis with the main body of the house. It is 

older than tA'e rest of the house, ju.st how 'much it is ~mposs1blel: 

to say. 
! 

The particulqrs of constructlon indicate that 1t· 
'f' ., 

was ~' already standi.ng "l/~ben the bx•ick strw.:: tu:::·e was erected. 

It 1,s certainly of 1111-1011 earJj_er Ly9e i tht) on~ •room, firep_lace_ 

. . ' 

ing stair, a ls.ddcr or II stee 11 ga~,e access to the big chamber 

above" The pre·11ous p;;:>esence of the wing ' may: have s:uggested '. • ·: • 

the plan of the l T/1 bullding .. 

~:--"~:....:i., ~.·,i,,::111 
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1 The various dependencies, far1;1 building~, . old lanes::i 

and divisions between the fields, have never been changed,i 

and al though there have been renewals and a'cldi tions about· ·• 

'the barn. Aspendale and its plantation surroundings are: 
firtually the same as when Cli.a:ri'.8 □ Numbers finished his :'. 

t * . 
bri~k hou'.se in 177:.3 • The plac0· 1 s a living example of a: 

prosperous Kent County f~rrristead in the lcist quarter of the· 
•!1 

. ::( eighteenth century. 

i! 
J 
·' " 

It would be little short -of' a miracle if Aspendale h~d 

al together escaped Victoritn "improv'eme"'.1t ~ tl T9e "improve-

·t ment, II however, was of very limited extant: and easily elim,

·1 inated. Outside, it cous:.s~ed of ~ Victorian verandah h1 t-
j 

1
1 ched onto the mid.dle bay o~ the south front : and an "orna.;. • 

mental" Victorian cornice .. Inside 1 two p&rtit~o:ris encroached 

upon the area of the la!"ge parlour,, 

When the present ow:ner toolr over after the demise of .. 

two -old spinister aunts, who had oco1~p:led Aspend~le during 

:rJi •· pa rt of the Victorian Ero. and ~.n th e~ ;rears :fc:q.iowing, the 

;ill only ext~rior restox·ntlon ue·::~.:-hxl 

,j 

' 
'I' 

lj 

1·1 

·ij 
!ii 
:1 ttifica tion II by a Geo:..'gtr,n, cornice J.11 };)Ur'f <".: ,Yt - scal e w1 th • . . 

the house" Ind0or.s, 0~11y th~ parJ.ou:c partitions had· to b~ • 

taken away. 

One of these pat•t:l. tions had sliced off the ·_west side of 

the parlour to make a long, narrow holl from · the front dcfor 
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clear throug\ to the d.oor on the nox•th front. The other 

divided what was left of the pa1•lour into two.smaller'.rooms~· 

When these came out, the orig.tnal character o'f the room· 

appeared. Its .ample dimensions, twenty.4 eight by eighteen· . . 

feet, essured exceptional d1gni ty and spaciousness; 1·t was • 

actually one of the largest rooms 1n Delawa:re when the· .house 

wns b-...:.1lt. Removal of the partitions, bea1des revealing a. 

room of unusual and sat1sfyine pr·oportions, _d_isclsed the 

• formerly obscured f lne pa:nolitnc; and t'h ,e cupboards at each 

side of the fireplace., 

On removal of the per•lOlH' pc.1·t:l tiox:r-; ~ the original plan :.-.• : ___ • 

of the house at once became obvious sn,l intelligible.· When 

Charles Numbers bull t fu1s house, he adopted the "Q,uak~r planfl . :· 

William Penn had advocated in 16841 a plan · 11.ttle heeded · 

elsewhere 1n Delaware • . Georgian methods wer~.conf1ned to 

the exterior and to the appo1.ntmen·ts of the lnterior • . 'l'he .. 

parlour was the one big room; the partitj_on 11 near the m1ddle 11 

.. 

d1 v1ded II one ejd of the house 1.nto tw:> El\ll;-:i:Ll rooms,." the hall _.. 

and the stucy (formi.:n:-•lr a d1n:lr..g.,.roo:n)" Tho frrnne w1ng __ was 

the "added II room and h i:ice:ne the kitchq:n ~ .0 .. Gpendnle, indeed, 

affords the best insta:r~::;o in Delo.ware of w!1.qJ~ can be \.¢.quest-. · 

1onably identified as the ''Q.uaker pJ.an" recomr.:ended by Penn • . • .. 

As to the appointments of the interior, besides the 

handsomely panelled whole east; or 'fil'eplace wall 1n the· 

parlour, already mentioned, there 1s a wood cornice and··a 
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. . . 
chair rail bt~t, in the~ i:1r-2.:::.nc:fr.• o-.£' the day t no .panelled dado. 

In the hall 1 the ent:!..re fU.'Ap1.n.cn w2..ll is p~111e~:.J.ed.; there is , 

a good wood.en cornice an.d chair rail? In the .stu.d.;y the vigor ... 

ously panel18d clrv:o, cbimne:1r .. ,b1~east anc. C'J.plioe'Y.'_ds, an~. the· 

robust woodon o8rnlce~ are all o:f a p,'.ltte:r':i riiu::h earl1.er· 

thnn the actual Jat,e of the hou:i(-JJ In c:1:1 1ike-lihooa., the 

joiner had lee.rned his cl"':::1ft u .. -:.de:.' 115.s gran~l:i:"2.the:i:· and· was 

loath to gl Ye up time.,,hor..curi::d pl"a,~t:tces o Inr:.1tances of the 

sa.me tbing occur ln r:.Le:.ri;y of c11.;h (-;r l'\()UDec,.. , In the upstairs 

rooms there is the r::1r-e c,11·L0ifullr=stu.C. :1. cd r::md admirable pan

elling and other wo0diiiO:t'k as there:: in rlown(;tnirs.., Sc much 

for the Georglan ii.1tm0io1" dr•Jssing of a li '.1uake_:r p1211li house~ .: •. : 

T't1ere are nc, ni.smtels a'oo-re o,ny of the f1 replaces except· 

in the ki tch0h; the p2.:r.,elllng and.G in i:1cnld.l~1g,s framing each· • 

fireplace, All the fiJ:'erlac.es are of diffei'01:>t rae.sst .. rements, 

including one in the a .. ctic ~ ( wi tlwt:t panelling or any other 

accompar..ying grnce,) which is probably the s1w.llest fireplac·e 

I~ is wo:-."th noting tb.at ln tho stu.d.y ~fie p:::iint on t.he 

woodwork ls th0 orig:.n~.::. cc,at ~.pp7.J.cd in 17?~~ Dnrl t.he paiht. 

no..w Gm the wal~.s ls i,-.J." .. 0·· ,•_,."1:.:--~r.,i~ ~l·, :i.~ ., , ...... ,, ,..,,,. the ·c,r· ~·uj-J""\t:'l, lj•m' 'e ,wash • '-'- u - • - - '-'- C",, O ; ' , - •'- t:-, qe<,. • . , " • • • . 

This eame fortu:::~'l t8 p:cGSE.<t"vat.'.on of p:0: i;1t; and ·nall co.lours 

Occ,_:r. el"et,1h ),,. 0 -1.,,., ... ,_,, 1·- ,....,, , .. , -, ' 1 ~ ,·,c· 
~ . . . .. ~.";) If .1... v.L ·~ J~"'--'" l~1 ~ • ..., .,,. •.,_11.."!.)':' ,~... i:. , .. ,.,, t~-' .,' ~ 

venient for modern '.l ivlng have in no wtse aJ.tcr,,ja. the aspect 

of the house.. Enclosure of the north porch to the frame. wing_.· 
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Bni1 <"~Y Home 

Somerv11le Home 

Ja::i.1 i'or SJ.aves 

Landscape 
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duction ch.anges 

_/ 

Late eigl\ teentltl..,.century two..,.storey .. ,,a-::1d. attic brick -house; 

at northeast c;_;r11.er cf State Rou:i~es· • JC'O and 42" In good 

oondi tion; excell.e'iJ. :;:; woodwork nri:cl r,ru:i.BI 1 :~ng o 

The bome of wl1ere Mr i- and Nrr::,, r:'>-1 
. 1 ..... \ ., . ., d;;.gbes now re~1de • 

At the Crons floadG :ln K(:mccn, :ao,iJ.f;'l:/' iiouse, built ·a 

century ago by Major John Wilds o It i a .:i. t110 stcreJ ... ana.· a 

attic bl''ick hous0. lj_"c.ey 01'11.alm that there 1..-s 9 skel ton of 
l 

a horse I s 'hend between the two .:flNJ:r"i3,. 

, ... 
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SOI-1ERVILLE (NY.HOME) 

One mile beyond, Ganmllen Gnrrison farm.. Brick colon- . 

ial home. A two ... storey and a tt3.1~, f 1 ve bay G8orgtnn br1.ck . 

house, c. 1799 to J.800., Ext,~r1::-r ;iaj-::itcd whl te and much 

Victo:rianized,. !r..t.e1•for rms goorl wooclw(,rk tmd. admi:rable 
\ 

panelling., In WhS! t W.rJ.8 the par lo;• a J.anu.i::r_,f=lpte of the. branch·,'· 

where the cc,lored chut•ch now stanch; painted. in large dog

eared ove.roantel pm~t')J.,. 

The walls 1:1.re 16 to 18 inches thiclc" The .Former h9me • 

of Chancellor Ridge~:{, wllf·Jre he held Court of Chancery, • 

until he moved to Eden Bill~ 

The old b:l'.'1ck bullc.:L::1g now Ufled ns e. barn .~ i.s still ·· 

standing which wns used for a jail for the slavesa There 

1s an ice house beneath •. 
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1806 • 

' Tbenamcof 
Grog-town 
cnangcl to 
Kenton.· 

.. . . . 

LAWS OF THE STATE 

CH AP: XII.- .-

An ACT to vacate part ef a public street in t/;e . ." 
: village of .1v.lilf ord. · . • • • 

• .P~sed at Dover, Jan. 28, 1806,--Private act . 

. . 
' r 

___ _,_, __ _ 

A~: ACT to establish the ~ame of a village -in the 
. Western part of Duck-creek hundred, heretofore 
: by some called Grog- Town, and by others Lewis, 
: Cross-R oads. • 

SE 1 BE it enacted by the Senate and 
• C'J'.~ON • House of R epresentatives of the 
State•of D elaware, in General Assembly met, That 
from and after passing this act, the village, heretofore 
called by some Grog-town, and by others Lewis' 
<fOSS•roads, shall be known and called Kenton, ; 
any law, usage or custom to the contrary notwith
standing. 

Passed at Dover, Jan. 28, 1806. 
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CHAPTER 104 

KENTON 

AN ACT to Arnenci an Act to Incorporate the Town of Kenton, 
Being Chapter 176, Volume 18, Laws of Delaware, So as to 
Extend the Limits of the Said Town of Kenton. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the State of Delaware in General Assembly met: (Two-thirds of 
all the members of each Branch concurring): 

That Chapter 176 of Volume 18, Laws of Delaware, be, and 
the same is hereby amended by striking out Section 13 of said 
Act, and substituting in lieu thereof the following: 

Section 13. Beginning at a point a new corner established 
a distance of 225 feet from the north corner of the former _limits . 
of said Town of Kenton at Cooper streets and D. & C. Railroad; 
thence running a new line now established in a southwesterly di
rection and parallel with the said D. & C.R. R. to a corner in the 
road leading to Blackston's Cross Road; thence running in a 
Northweste_rly direction with said road to the north corner of 
lands of Weigle Mill properly; thence leaving said road and run
ning with the property line of said mill property in a southwester
ly direction to another corner for said mill property ; thence run
ning in a southeasterly direction with lands of said mill prop
erty to the said D. & C. R. R. and crossing said railroad to tlie 
southeast side thereof; thence running in a southwesterly direc
tion with the southeast line of said D. & C.R. R. to another corner 
in said railroad line in the southwest corner of lands of the new 
public school ground ; thence running in a southeasterly direction 
and including the new public school grounds and along the lands 
of Ida Taylor to the highway leading to Hartly; thence continu
ing across said Highway the same course and across lands of 
Freeman Clark to another new corner now established on lands 
of said Freeman Clark, sa,id corner being a distance of 300 feet 
from the southeast line of said highway; thence running another 
new line across lands of the said Freeman Clark in a northeasterly 
direction parallel with and 300 feet distant from the said high-
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way leading to Hartly until it reaches the lands of Addie G. Ar
thurs; thence proceeding along the south line of the old cor
porate limits of said town in a southeasterly direction and con
tinuing on tl)e southerly line of the Kenton Canning Co., a dis
tance of 525 feet from the corner of the land of the said Kenton 
Canning Company ; thence proceeding in a southwesterly direc
tion to a point 525 feet easterly from the easterly boundary of 
the old corporate limits of said t own of Kenton where the same 
intersects Fraiser Street; thence proceeding in a northerly di
rection crossing lands of Taylor and Prettyman and crossing the 
highway leading to Dover and continuing to the southeasterly 
side of the highway leading to Smyrna ; thence crossing said 
highway leading out of Kenton to Smyrna and continuing in a 
Northwesterly direction along the line parallel to Cooper street 
and 525 feet easterly therefrom the old boundary of said town 
to the southeasterly side of the said D. & C. Railroad; ·thence 
across said railroad and running along· the northwesterly side of 
said railroad in a northeaster ly direction a distance of 165 feet; 
to a point in the line of the Blackston Canning Company ; thence 
in a northwesterly direction along the line of the said Blackston 
Company a distance of 225 feet to a point; thence southwesterly 
690 feet to the point of beginning. 

Approved April 20, 1933. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE RAILROADS AND DELAWARE PosTOFFrcis 
• In 1855 construction of the Delaware Railroad actually got under 

way. The charter for this road had been granted in 1836, and the 
company formed in 1852. It was intended when the railroad was 
first planned to run it thru the same towns that were on the State 
Road, but tremendous opposition developed from influential men in 
Odessa, Smyrna, and Frederica, whose interests were tied up with 
water shipping. As a result, the road was laid down west of .these 
towns, and their decline as shipping points began fr:om that date. 
Middletown, Clayton, Felton, and Harrington began to draw the 
business instead. By August of 1855, the railroad had been com
pleted to Middletown, and shortly thereafter was leased to the 
Philadelphia, Wilmington and Baltimore Railroad Company, a part 
of the Pennsylvania System. In January, 1856, the road was opened 
to Dover; in December of the same year the rails reached Seaford; 
and the line was completed to Delmar in 1859. The New Castle and 
Frenchtown road was absorbed by the P. W. & B in 1856 with the 
Delaware Railroad. In 1859 a branch road from Harrington to 
,Milford ~as built. The Eastern Shore Railroad in Maryland was 
built from Delmar (DELaware-MARyland) to Salisbury in 1860 
and extended to Crisfield in 1866. In this year also a spur track was 
built from Clayton to Smyrna, and a branch line from Townsend 
to Centreville and Chestertown in Maryland, known as the Kent 
and Queen Anne Railroad. In 1867, the Seaford and Cambridge 
(Md.) branch was built. The line from Clayton to Easton and 
Oxford in Maryland was built in 1869, as was the Junction and 
Breakwater branch from Milford to Lewes. The Georgetown and 
Rehoboth and the Georgetown and Franklin City (Va.) lines were 
built a little later, as were the Newark and Delaware City and the 
Newark and Pomeroy (Pa.) branches. All these railroads became 
sooner or later under the control of the Pennsylvania Railroad. The 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad did not come into Delaware until 1886, 
but the Wilmington and Western which became a part of that system 
was built in 1872. The Wilmington and Northern, since about 1895 
a part of the Reading Company, was built even earlier-in 1869. 
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And the Maryland and Delaware Coast Railroad was completed in 
1895. This period of railroad building greatly increased the number 
of postoffi.ces in Delaware, especially after the introduction of railway 
mail cars. In discussing the postoffices opened as a result of the 
building of the railroads, it would bq best perhaps to take them up 
according to railroad routes rather than in chr9nological order. 

DELAWARE RAILROAD 

First then would come the main line of the Delaware Railroad 
from Wilmington to Delmar. Four miles below M iddletown was a 
little group of negro houses known as Charleytown. With the coming 
of the railroad, a town was laid out, lots sold, and houses and stores 
built. The name of Tow11,Jend was given it and a postoffi.ce was 
was established there on Augvst 13, 1856. Levi W. Lattomus, a 
prominent figure in developing the townsite, was made postmaster. 
The office is still in operatic!}. 

Farmington in Kent County near the Sussex line, was built on a 
tract of land granted to William Fleming in 1739. The town was 
just what the name implies- the center of a farming community. A 
railroad station called Flatiron was located there in 1856. When the 
postoffice· opened c;m October 13 of the same year, it was named 
Farmington and has been known as such ev~,r since. Jesse Keenan 
was the first postmaster. f arming~on still has its fourth-class post
office, 

Seventeen miles below Dover on the railroad was a settlement that 
was destined to grow from a cross-roads to a busy railroad town in 
a very few years. Benjamin Clark had patented land there in 1760 
and, when the railroad first started, Clark'J Corner was just a store 
and a hotel on the road from Williamsville to Vernon. Matthew J. 
Clark, a descendant of the original Clark, laid out a townsite and 
sold a number of lots. When a postoffi.ce was granted Clark's Corner 
on January 29, 1857, Matthew J. Clark became the first postmaster. 
On February 15, 1859, the name of the town was changed to 
Harrington, in honor of State Chancellor Samuel M. Harrington, 
and John H. Vangesel became postmaster. The same year, Harring
ton was made the western terminus of the Junction & Breakwater 
Railroad and from then on was a busy junction point. Each year 
the Kent and Sussex Fair is now held at Harrington in the late 
summer and draws thousands of people from five states. The post-
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office at Harrington, not only is still in operation, but has just been 
given a modern, up-to-date building. Harrington also holds the 
distinction of having had the first rural free delivery route to 
operate in Delaware. 

A station was located by the railroad a few miles north of Dover 
and called Leipsic Station. A postofftce was established diere on 
July 1, 1857, and J ames S. Moore was appointed postmaster. On 
August 13, 1861, the name of the station and the postoffice was 
changed to Moorton, after the postmaster. Local residents laugh
ingly aver that 1tlr. Moore dropped the "e" from the name to save 
ink. Be that as it may, both the Post Office Department and the 
railroad company experienced considerable confusion due to the 
similarity of names between Moorton and Morton, Penna., and 
requested the residents of the Moorton to change their town's 
designation. Accordingly, it is told, a contest was held to suggest a 
new 'name. The winning name, it is further related, was Cheswold, 
the name of the first Pullman car its sponsor had seen. At any rate, 
on March 12, 1888, the name of both town and postoffice became 
Cheswold, William E. Frecston remaining as postmaster during the 
change. The office at Cheswold is still in operation. 

CLP. ~'('c tJ 
·~ When the railroad was refused permission to build thru Smyrna, 

is was located about a mile to the west of that town. The town of 
Smyrna Station was laid out and built on land purchased from 
Richard Tibbitt. This ground had a provision in its title that it 
would revert to William Wartenby should Richard Tibbitt die with
out heir. Tibbitt died without issue and Wartenby sued for owner
ship of the townsite. After one of the most famous battles in Dela
ware's legal history, the entire plot of one hundred and seventy-five 
acres on which Clayton, as the town was then known, stood, was 
decided to be the property of William Wartenby. It was not until 
1877 diat the Legislature officially changed the name of the town 
from Smyrna Station to Clayton, but the postoffice-established June 
7, 1860-was called Clayton from the start. The first postmaster 
there was Alexander McConaughy. The mile-long spur track con
necti ng Clayton and Smyrna was built in 1866, and in 1869 the 
Delaware and Chesapeake Rail road to Easton and Oxford in Mary
land was built. For a long time Clayton was one of the most im
portant railroad towns on the peninsula, but the decrease in freight 
and passenger business on branch railroads, due to the inroads of 
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trucks and automobiles, has seriously hurt the commerce of the town. 
The postoffic:e is still in operation. 

In New Castle County, just north of the Canal, is the village cf 
Kirkwood, formerly known as Kemp's Corner. I t received its 
present name in honor of Captain Robert Kirkwood, senior captain 
of the Delaware Battalion of the Continental Army, a very gallant 
soldier. For a while after the Delaware Railroad was firs t built, this 
stop wa~ known as St. Georges Station. A postoffice was established 
at Kirkwood on May 2, 1861, and closed on April 14, 1863, James 
A. Benson being the first postmaster. Mr. Benson was again post
master ten days later, April 24, 1863, when the office was reopened. 
It has since continued in operation. 

Another Delaware Railroad postoffice was opened on March 5, 
1862, at Greenwood in Sussex County, as has already been told. 
And, on January 2, 1863, a postoffice was opened at Hare's Corner, 
the name by wh ich the railroad station at Farnhurst was first known. 
Hare's Corner took its name from an early settler of that name and 
was on the old road from New Castle to Christiana Bridge. In early 
days it was a great cattle mart, and Quinn's Hotel was famous. It 
was later known as the Green Tree Inn. The old hotel was razed 
in 1931 during the building of the new dual highway. The first post
master was Benjamin F. Larzelere and the last was Richard Jackson, 
the office being closed April 15, 1891. 

In 1863, also, Delmar got its postoffice on November 3, the first 
postmaster being William S. Sirmon. This town, at the southern end 
of the Delaware Railroad, is really two towns, State Street being the 
dividing line between Delmar, Delaware, and Delmar, Maryland. 
There are two high schools and two sets of officials, but for postal 
purposes there is but one address-Delmar, Delaware, as the post
office has always been on the northern side of the state line. A great 
railroad town, Delmar has had its periods of prosperity and de
pression as the fortunes of the railroads Auctuated. The postoffice is 
in operation as it has been since it was opened. 

Two postoffices were opened in Kent County railroad towns in 
1866. The first, on J anua ry 26, being at the place known successively 
as West Camden, Camden Station, and Wyoming. Its present name 
was taken from the Wyoming Valley Conference of Pennsylvania, 
from which the first minister in die town came. The beginnings of 
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T he Wilmington & Northern Railroad: 
Elsmere 
Richardson Park 
Silvcrbrook 
Greenville 

T he Wilmington & Western Railroad: 
Marshal!ton 
Fnulkland 
Wooddale 

The Pomeroy and Newark R ailroad: 
Thompson. 

The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad: 
Choate, or Harmony 
Highlands 

The Maryland and Delaware Coast Railroad: 
Blanchard 
Owens 

Overbrook. 
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Kentmere 
Montchanin 
Guyencourt 
Granogue 

Mount Cuba 
Ashland 
Yorklyn 

Carrcroft 
Carpenter 

Oakley 
Whitesboro 

CHAPTER V 

OTHER DELAWARE PosToFFICEs 

About the time construction of the Delaware Railroad began, a 
postoffice was established at the cross- roads store of Burton C. 
Prettyman, near the center of Indian River Hundred in Sussex 
County. The settlement and the postoffice were called Hollyville, 
probably from the great quantities of holly shipped by residents of 
this locality each year. This office in 81 years had but three post
masters. Burton C. Prettyman served from the opening of the office 
on March 17, 1856, until his death in 1900. His son, Harry S. Pretty
man, was then appointed-June 11, 1900-but resigned after a few 
months when he was nominated and elected to the State Legislature. 
Harry Prettyman's wife, Nora, took over the office then and held 
it until 'July 31, 1937, when it was discontinued by rural service 
from Harbeson. 

Kenton, in Kent County, has been a post-town since February 17, 
1857. This town, the oldest in Kenton Hundred, was built 'on a 
tract of land originally owned by Philip Lewis, and in olden times 
was known as Lewis's Cross Roads. As the site of a famous tavern, 
Lewis's Cross Roads in time came to be called Grogtown-which is 
self-explanatory. In 1806, the Legislature gave it the present name 
of Kenton. The post office was first in charge of William H. Taylor, 
and is still in operation. The Delaware and Chesapeake Railroad in 
1869 was built thru the town. 

Isaiah Long built a store about three miles below Dagsboro in 
1808 and was succeeded in business by Manaen Gum, who kept a 
store in the same building for thirty-three years. Like Hall's Store 
and Tunnell's Store in the same general section of Sussex County, 
the settlement which grew up there became known as Gum's Store. 
The name was changed to Frankford some time before April 27, 
1857, for at that date the Frankford postoffice was opened. Edward 
C. D. Kirkpatrick was the first postmaster. When the Delaware, 
Maryland and Virginia Railroad was built in the 70's, it passed thru 
Frankford. The postoffice continues in service and now handles the 
mail for several communities which once had postoffices. 
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