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DELAWARE CHURCH ARCfilVEt:t 

.r-ram~ buildi-ng on present site until 1911~· Present building dedicated 1912. 
A one story stone atruoture with belfry mjd bell. Gothio style. First set
tled clergyman, Rev. t. Pearson, 18~1-34; educated at Western Maryland College. 
Westminster, Mde 

Minutes, lBSl--, 2 TOl■•J Fln11noial, 1900-, 1 voleJ in pos1ee•ion of 
Harvey M. Phillipi, 804 Welt ~t. Regiater, 1831--, 3 vol••• in poe,ea1ion or 
pastor, Rev. H. Carroll Burkina, Central .Ave. Sundq" t;chool, 1930--, 1 vol•J 

,in ohuroh sate. Records or incorporation am deed11 ~ussex Co. Recorder'• of• 
rice, Deed.a RecordJ vol. ilC61, P• ~28J vol. AAF54, P• 32r vol. BD77, P• 12Bt 
vol. l:JU94, P• 1151 vol. BBBlOl, P• 1101 vol. BBHlO?, P• 1211 vol. CCI134, P• 
483J vol. DDYY177, P• 68J vol. Dli179• P• 688; vol. DIP298, p.494J Incorpor
ation Recor d; vol• Al, P• 890. 

437. BE'l'EEL METHODI3T PROTESTAm' CHURCH, 1838--, Andrewsville CPeH Re•i••· 

Organized 1838, being the first lle'thodbt Protestant Cburoh in Kent C0UJLty. 
Servlces were held in one story frame ohuroh on 1ite adjaoent to present ohurohe 
Reb~ilt in 1871. Present building opened and dedicated in 1905. One ■toey 
frame structure with stained glue wind.on. First settled clergyman, tmknown. 

Minutes, 1905--, l TOl•J Regiater, 1aeo--. 3 v01,., in posaeasion ot pres
ent pastor, Rev. James MelTiD Kay, Grelt1l1'0od• Regi1ter, 1838-80, 3 vol■•J in 
possession ot Rev. Gilbert E. 'l'm-ner, Barrington. Finanoial, 1906--, 1 vol., 
in poueuion of eeoretar;y, Mrs. Walter Pukey, Jr. ::tundq School, 1906--, l 
voleJ in possea■ion of superintendent. Norman Butler. Ladies' Aid ~ooiety, 
1933--, 1 vol.Jin po1eeasion ot Fr~ Taylor. 

438. !:1.AJ,.l!:M ME1·RODIST PROT~'l'.AllT CHURCH, 1842-1927 (defunct), Blackbird to 
'rhomaa I Corner Rd., ti•ar fhoJU.a •· Corneri 

Organized and· building dedicated 1842. .Building was remodeled in 1857. 
It ia a plain one story frame buildi~• Det'tm.at sinoe 1927. First aettled 
clergyman, Rev. w. Madden, 1842-46. 

Records destroyed with consent 0£ aynodi\' Reoorda or incorporation and 
deede1 New Castle Co. Recorder'• office, Deeds Reoord; vol. F6, P• 529J vol. 
~13, P• 598; vol e R23, PP• 175 and 292e 

439e B~VER DAM 'METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1844--, Harbeson. 

Organized 1844. ~ervioes were held in private ham.ea a short time previous 
to 1844 'When a one story frame atruotur• was ereoted near the present site. In 
1885 additional land was donated by' Harbeaon Hickman, a.nd a one story frame 
structure was erected. Thia -.ra• moved aorose the road to the preunt location 
and rebuilt in 1927. Sunday school roca added, alao a pulpit and ohoir loft. 
Dedicated the same year. First aettled clergyman, Rev. F. ~. Cain, -1897-98. 
Seei historical aketoh of oturch, (author IJld date unknown), mameaript, in 
poseesaion of Mrs. Harry Rust, Harbeeon. 

Minutes, 1934--, l vole; in poueHion of Miu-ga.ret Wilson, Lewes. Regis
ter, 1885-1907, l vol.a ill poaseaaicm of ReT. William D. Wilaon, L911'es, 1907--, 
2 vols.; in possession ot pastor, R.v. J. p. George. Financial. 1920--, l vol.1 
in possession of Lawrence Me.ion. ~undq ~ohool, 1886-•, 4 vol■ •J in possession 
of George Rust. Records ot incorporation and.deeda1 .:SU.ssex Co. Recorder'• office, 
Deeds ReoordJ vol. BBD103, PP• 64 a.Ild IS; vol. CCA126•.PP• 46 and 79e 

• 440. MOUNT OLIVE'r METHODI~T PRCl!sT.Ai!.0.mnl::H, 1847--, High st., Sea.ford. 

Organized and incorporated FebruaJ7 13. 1847. Originally it waa part 0£ 



Ii:ent Count~·, Delaware (continued) 

ed in tbe homes of Mr. Lewis and M:r. Sipple. Their first chul'ch was made 
of logs and stood neaJ' the old drawbridge over the St. Jones River. In 
1780, Bishop Asbury encouraged them to build a better building. In that 
year Philip Banatt deeded to Reynea1· "\Villiams, David Lewis, Waitman 
Sipple, Samue l Smith, Caleb Furbee, Jon.a than Furbee, Andre w P m ·din, 
William Virden, and Daniel James the lan.d upon which the pr e~eut building 
stands. The Chapel was at that time the cathedral of lliethodism. It was 
dedicated August 17, 1780, taking its name from the Barratt's, who were so 
prominent in its building, It occupies a unique place in history due to fWo 
great events, fii•st because it was here that Bisliop Coke and Bishop Frnncis 
Asbury met; second because it was here, for the first tin1e on American soil 
the ordinances were first administered legally JJy an ordained Me thodist 
minister. 

Bethbkr Methodist Episcopal Church was on with the Camden Ci1·cuit 
in 1657. Other than that we know nothing. 

Bethel l\Ieetinµ;-11.onse, Methodist. Rpi~copal Church, Little Creek Hun
dred is still standing. It is the brick church to the west of the main high
way just north of Cheswold. It was originally calle·d Fanows l'IIeeting-house. 
The name was taken from one of the prominent families that wo1·shipped 
there. Othe1· outstanding families that were a part of the organization were 
the Boggs', Smiths', Jeffersons', and Garrisons'. The church was erected 
in 1780 and rebuilt in 1853. Bishop Waugh dedicating it on August 6, 1854. 
It was at this time it changed its name to Bethel. When Cheswold: church 
was built, the organization went to that church. The only ser-vices held in 
old Bethel are the anniversaries. 

Bethel Mcthodi~t Protesta,nt Church iu Mispillion Hundred was one of 
the very earliest Methodist Protestant Churches in America, having been 
organized prior to 183 0. At that time they had a church erected and were 
worshipping in it. In 1871 they rebuilt the church and are still using it. 

Bethesda l\1et-hodist Episcopal Church, ·west Dover Hundred, was locat
ed a litlle north of the village of Canterbury, It was the former name of 
the Canterbury Methodist Episcopal Church. For fuller details see Canter
bury. 

Bethesda Methodist ProtestlllJt Chur<'h, West DoYer Hundred, was built 
in 1864. The deed for the land was recorded on July 11, 1864. The church 
was rebuilt in 1883. Before they built the church, tlley used the Tappa
hanna i\iarsh School-house as their home. The ground was given to the 
church by Mrs. Anna J. Co-x, and the first board of trustees consisted of 
William Virden, J. D. Voshell, P. D. Marvil, and William Slaughter. 

Blacldston Chapel, Methodist Episcopal Church, Kenton Hundred, was 
the mother church of all that ser.tion. Methodist itinerants had been 1>reach
Jng there since 17 7 4. The homes of Benjamin Hazel and Benjamin Blackiston 
were the preaching places. Robert Turner and Lewis A lfree organized the 
society in the home of Mr. Blackiston in 1778. The Chapel had been planned 
'by Bishop Asbury and it was forty by sixty feet. It was the largest Methodist 
Church on the Peninsula for many years, exceeding that of Barratt's. Some 
large and powerful meetings were held in it, it being one of the popular 
places owned by tbe Methodists. After the other societies had been built, 
the trustees consisting of Benjamin Blackiston, Abraham Parsons, Luke 
H oward, R ich a rd Lock wood, William Kirkley, James Hall, Thomas Wildes, 
James Steve.nson, and R ichard Shaw, had the grace to face the fact the church 
was too large, they rebuilt it in 1787, reducing its size. The congregation 
built another church in 1847. There are no services in the church now except • 
such anniversaries as are held. 

• Black Swamp Methodist Epjscopal Chm·c b was located on the road lead
ing f rom Harlonville to Fel ton, and was bu ilt prior to eighteen hundred, the 
exact date being unknown. The Congregation, discovering they had been 
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1178 HISTORY OF DELA W .ARE. 

Black Swamp Church was built early in the present 
century, and stood at "\Vhitaker's Gate" (now 
James G. Jester). It was abandoned and sold when 
Manship's Church was built farther down the road, 
about one-quarter of a mile elll!t of Hollandsville. The 
building was dedicated December 2, 1855, and ia of 
frame. It hll.!' sittings for four hundred persons. Rev. 
Andrew Manship preached the dedication sermon. It 
is supplied with minister~ of the Felton circuit 
and the list will be found in the article upon South 
Murderkill Hundred. 

Prn~pect.-Prospect Church is ea~t of Vernon, and 
was built in 1834, at a cost of five hundred dollars, 
the ground having been donated by Isaac Graham. 
The present building was erected upon the site of 
the old chapel in 1877, and was dedicated by Bishop 
Scott. It is thirty by forty feet, and will seat three 
hundred persons. 

Musten's Jiethodi-st Episcopal Church.-The church 
at Masten's Comers was built in l8i3, and was nl!.med 
in honor of Joseph A. Masten, who donated the 
ground. It is thirty-si~ by twenty-four feet, and cost 
one thousand eight hundred dollars. 

Bethel Chwrck.-This church, situated three miles 
northeast of Marshy Hope Bridge, was built in 1830, 
and was one of the first of the 1.'tlethodiet Protestant 
Churches built in the country. Among the early 
members were Emory Graham, Dr. Luther Swi~gett, 
}.fary Swig<!ett, Samuel Anderson, Levi Kmg, Da.vid 
Taylor and Elias B()oth. Among th.e early ministers 
were ThomnsMel\·in and Richard N.1Ierrikin. In 18il 
the church was rebuilt of frame, and is thirty-two by 
forty feP.t. Since the erection of the Harrington 
church the ministers have been ~upplied from 
there. 

Farming/on Presbyteriar,.-Thia church was built 
about 1840, up0n the land of W. H. Powell. In 1863 
it was moved into Farmington, but bas been out of 
use for some time. A select school was conducted io 
it for several years by Rev. J. M. ,'{illiams, formerly 
president of Wesleyan College, Wilmington. 

Vernon Baptist Church.-Zion Church was first a 
congregation of Independent Methodists, and in De
cember, 18i0, Rev. D. B. Purinton began preaching, 
and finally baptized the congregation ?,:[arch 28, 
1871. Rev. Richard H. Merriken was ordained to 
the .Baptist ministry the same day, and became the 
pastor. A subscription was started for a church. 
which was dedicated K ovember 19th of the same 
year. The members have mostly moved into Har
rington, and services are held there. 

St. Paut:s Episcopal Church.-The lust mention 
that is made of thi~ church is in a report of 1836, 
where it is recommeuded that an effort be made to 
rehuild it. The old buildinis has entirely di~ap
pel!.red. The original building was erected in li65. 
The land was conveyed by John Read, OcLober 31, 
1765, to the Society for the Propa~ation of the Gos
pel in Foreign Parts, and recites "all that small par
cel of land containing two acres, whereon hath been 

erected a house or building called St. Paul'a Church, 
to the only proper use and behoof of the said So
ciety for themselves, successors and assigns." 

ScHOOLS.-Prior to the passage of the school law 
of 1829 private subscription schools. were in opera
tion in nearly all the Methodist Churches then built, 
In other places school.houses were built by private 
persons, and the teachers p::iid by subscription from 
the parents of the children. 

Distrirt 33.-The school-house in this dbtrict waa 
erected in 1884, the money being raised by subscrip
tion among the inhabitants. In 1886 there were 
thirty scholars in attendance. 

District 34.-Before the passage of the school law, 
and down to 1834, a school was held in Hardesty's 
meeting-house, a short distance from where the 
present school building ~tands. Ia. 1834 the present 
building was erected. Among those who had taught 
there are John Applegate, William ~Sa.ulijbury, Wait• 
man Jones, Hon. Eli Saulsbury, Thomas Saulsbury 
R. D. Cahall and Aleaid Duwson. In 1886 there 
were fifty-six scholars in attendance. 

.District 35.-Thomas Short, in 1838, gave the land 
for a school-house io this district, and the same year 
a building was erected. The early teachers were 
Sydeuham Lewis, Rev. Richard .N. Merriken, Ste
phen Kane, John R. T. :\fasten and Nathan B. 
Fleming. In 1886 there were forty scholars io at
tendance. 

Di.3trict 36.-The people of District 36 in 1831, 
two years after the passage of the school law, built 
the Prospect School-house; previous to this they had 
me.iotained a ~chool in Veruom, It was rebuilt in 
1877. Among the early teachers were Jefferson L. 
Rich and John 0. Hornett. Io 1886 there were fifty
three scholars. 

Di-striot 37. -What is known as the Tomahawk 
Schoo\-bouse was built on the branch that bes.rs that 
name in this district in 1832. James Booth gave the 
land to the district, and the money to erect the build
ing was raised by subscription. A new building was 
erected in 1881. Am<mg the early teachers were 
John Pepper, Jefferson Rich, Waitman Jones and 
Jobn Jones. In 1886 there were fifty schola11!. 

Di&iriot 38.-The inhabitant~ of this district had 
maintained a school for twenty years before the pub
lic school building wa8 built, in 1831. It was burned 
down· in 1864, and a new building erected the next 
year. Sydenham Lewis; Robert Fulton and John R. 
T. )fasten were among the early instructors. Thirty
six pupils attended during the year 1886. 

District.! 89 and 124 compose the Farmington 
School District. The original school-house was a 
short distance out of the present town, and was 
erected in 1835. Jon a than Tharp and Syd en ham 
Lewis, who taught in nearly all the districts, were 
among the early teachera. The building was moved 
into Farmington in 1880, and is a neat structure, with 
a graded school and two teachers, with an attendance, 
in 1886, offorty-t\\'O pupils. 
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1 1888. A Sunday School room was added in 1895. The first service in the 
ddition, was held on Fri., Jan. 10, 189(-i. A reopening service was held on 
• n., Jan. 12, 1896. 

This church was of frame construction and was burned on May 27, 1914, 
hen a conflagration swept over part of the town. The Delaware Railroad 

• onated $2300.00 to the trustees to be used in building a new church. Thjs 
' the present cement-block church and it was dedicated on May 16, 1915. 
xtensive improvements were made in 1940. 

• The Mispillion Presbyterian Church was built between 1825 and 1830, on 
e farm of Wm. Powell one mile north of Farmington. In 1866, it was moved 

into Farmington and located across the street from the present Methodist 
Church. During the year I 868·69, the Rev. James M. W illiams co nducted a 
·school here at the instance of some of the local women who wanted their 
children to receive advanced education. Incidentally, Mr. W illiams afterwards 
became the first principal of the W ilmington Col)ference Academy at Dover. 

Church services were held occasionally but the congregation gave up the 
· struggle in I 872. The building wo.s sold and moved away to be used as a 
, blacksmith shop. In 1880, with some o-f the old members as a nucleus, a new 
, congregation was formed and a new church was built on another sire. They 
~ were incorporated on Oct. 19, 1880. The church site was donated on May 

: 12, 1894, by Annie P. Reynolds. Services were held for a number of years but 
r the membership became so small that the church was dosed. In April, 1924, 

the building was sold to the Brethren Church. 

-1 The Brethren Church at Farmington. This congregation was organized at 
. Greenwood in 1918. In September of that year they purchased the local thea
:., tre from Kate Houseman. Their meetings were held in this theatre and they 

were incorporated on Nov. 23, 1919. 
On Apr. 30, 1924, they purchased the Presbyterian Church at Farmington, 

.,· at' a S_heriff' s sale. The building was remodeled and dedicated that year. They 
were mcorporated on Oct. 13, 1940. More land was sewred on Nov. 15, 1940. 

A Seventh Day Adventist Church was organized at Farmington in I 939. 
The meetings were held in private homes. They merged, in 1944, with Whit
leysburg Church to form the new church at Harrington . 

Bethel Methodist Church (M.P.) located at Andrewsville was built in 
1838. In 1871, a new church was built to the rear of the first church. It was 
dedicated on Sun., Jan. 7, 1872. Those taking part were the Revs. L. W. Bates, 
D. J. Murry and T. D . Valiant. The .church was entirely remodeled in 1904 . 

. The rededication service was held on Jan . 8, 1905. T here is a small burial plot 
. to the side of the church, the tombstones dating back to 1854. 

Todd's Methodist Church (M.E.) is located less than one mile east of 
Adamsville close to the Kent-Sussex line. The chapel grew out of meetings 

•_held in the home of Levin Todd about 1800. The church was built, in 1808, 
• upon land donated by Olive Jump. Additional land was purchased on Jan. 21, 
,1858. In 1858, the present church was built of a Yery distinctive design. It 
-"'~s dedicated on May 30, 1858, by the Revs. W . Kenney and Andrew Man
ship. There is a graveyard. The oldest tombstone that the writer could find is 
_that of Nicholas O. Smith who died on Mar. 9, 1861. 
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Be.the£. Me.thod.,u,t ChWt.c.h (MP) .toca..te.d a.:t. Ancltewville., Vei.awa1t.e. .u, orr.e. otS the. vvuJ 

ea1t.O .. e.,U Me.thowt P1totu.ta.nt ChWLc.hl½ .fo AmeJL,,[ca ha.ving bu.n Oll.garu.ze.d p1t.i.01t to 1830. 

In the Ye.alt. o 6 1 8 3 8, a. chWt.c.h WM b u,Ut a.mi u.6 ed wi.t.u 1 8 71 whe.n a. neJAJ c.ltU1Lc.h wa..o br;,.Ut 

a..t the )(.e.a/1. o 6 the. 6ill t c.hUl!..ch a.nd ded,lc.a;ted on Sunday, J anu.a1u:1 7 , 18 7 2 by Rev. L. (I/. Ba.tu , 

Rev. V. J. Mi..VtJty a.nd Rev. T. V. Va..t~ant. ThM c.hUl!.C.h WM e.n.UA.e.ly 1temode..i~d .i.n 1904 a.rr.d 

new -6t<Lln.e.d gla..u wbidow.o i..ntitai.le.d. The. 11.ede.cuea.u.on 6e.Jtv-i.ce. Wa.6 heid DYi. Ja.itu.al!..!{ 8, 

1905 by Rev. C. E. V11.yde.rr., plllitM... The1te ,i/2 a .oma.U gJta.ve. yaJui a..t the. ~lde. 06 the. c.huJt.d1. 

The oi.dv.,t Tomb4tone. 6ound da..tv., ba.c.k ta 1854. 

Some on the. ea.Jti.y mbr..l.6.te!L6 (.IJeite: 

W.W. Ma..ddux 
R. A.llu.n.6on 
R. T. Boyd 
W. T. Wlr..-lght 
H.J. Va.y 
B.W. Bal.lo 
R. fJU.i.rnolte. 
J . El cie.li.cUc. e. 
A.S. Eve.Mole 

1838 
1851 
1853 
1855 
1856 
1860 
1860 
1861 
1865 

Samu.el Cioo"a.n 
A. W. V-ic.k. 
W.H. Lem 
J.H. Stlt.a.ngh« 
A.V. V.fok 
J. L. EldeJLcuce. 
G.O. Bac.c.bU-6 
C . S . M,iet.t 
J. M. Ei.de/LCU.c.e. 
C.B. Gll.ube1t. 

1810 
1870 
18 7'2 
1873 
1818 
1879 
1882 
1883 
1888 
1889 

H. F. John.oon 
B. W. K.lnd.le.y 
T. H. WJught 
VoMe.y Bta.k.e. 
A. S. Be.ave. 
E. V. Stone. 
C.M. Cull.um 
S. F. Ca..6-0 en. 
C.E . V1tyde.n 

1891 
1892 
1895 
1897 
1898 
1901 
1902 
1903 
1903 

Zn 1904 the La.d.,lu Ald Soue.ty wa..6 01tga.ru.2e.d wlih the. a..6-0,<Atwtc..e. 06 .the. pa..6to.Jt, Rev. 

C. t. V11.yde.n, Be.the..t ChWt.c.h a.c.qu.-ute.d la.nd 611.om Ge.oJt.ge. R. a.nd La.ull.a BallWic..h. 601t the. -ou.ffl· Ot • 

on~ hundlt.e.d ~nd twe.Yl.ty 6-lve (1'25.00) on a.p/Ul 20, 1908 a.mi 11.e.c..01tde.d .ln VoveA., Ve..lawa1te in 

11.e.c..o/ld boo~ P Volume. 9 page 193 on June 30, 1908. 

Vue to the. e.60011.t-0 orl the. Sunda.y Sehooi., The. La.d.,le.o AA.Ii. Soue.ty (W.S.C.S.) a.nd ma.ny 

-i.ncuu.idua.t don.mot¼ .the. 60Uow-i..n9 ,lmp.1tove.me.n.U WeJt.12. ma.de.. 1n 1918 the. in:te.Jt-<.olt 06 the. 

c.hUlt.c.h WM pa..lnte.d a.nd .ln 1921 the. e.x.tvuo/f.. WM pa..lnte.d a.n.d a. new c..ommwu.on .6e.t bought. 

Tn 1925 the wa.ll-0 Welle. newly pa.peJLe.d and a new ca11..pet bought. The. Pu.tp.lt ch(.'t..{)!..c We/Le. 

1t.e.u.phoi..6te1te.d ,ln 1926, in 1933 a. p.lano wa.o puJtcha.oe.d nOJt. the. d1U1tdt a.nd b1. 1937-38 pa.peJL 

vJM 1t.emoved 01t.om wa.U.6 a.nd wal.!A paJ.nte.d a.rui. Jte.de.c.oJr .. a..te.d. The. e.x.tvuoil. oi the. c.huJtc..h wa.o 

ai_40 piun.te.d. 1n SeptembeJL, 1938 the. 100th An1t-<.veMa1t.y WM hdd wlth Rev. J.J. VonHagd the 

pa..otoJt.. 1n. 1941 JltW c.onC/t.e.te. -6.te.p.o /f.ep£.a.ce.d a. wooden 1.iVtuC'.-tuJt.e.. The.. chU!tc.h Wa..6 w-i.Jte.d 601t. 

e.f.eeW.uty ~n 1944 a.n.d a. new /f..006 pu..t on in 1946. 1n 1941 a. new du~ l~ght, a.l.60 a conCJt.e.te 
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wa..U: Mound the. c.e.me.teAy Wa.6 donated, ln 1948 a fvt.onze mvnolvia..t plaque. WM given in me,no)[.y 

06 John. M. Bu.UM who made. the. Supll,eme. SaCJU'..6,lc.e. and .ln honolt. oo oth«'-6 nl!.om Be.thel 

Commwu.ty who -heJt.ve.d the.ht c.ou.n.tl!.y d.ulung Wo/Li.d WaA 11. 

The. -<.ntvr.io1t od the. chWt.C.h. Wa.6 a .. V,o pahite.d. and a. new clVl.pe.t bou.gh.t ..ln 1948. The. 

c.heult.6 wue.. 11.e.uphol-6 .teJUUi. two new 6,iag~ do na.te.d and new oil h e.a,t,eA,o iYUJ ta..U e.d. 1 n 19 5 2. 

the c.hUlt.c.h ~ pa.btted a.ga,,in both ,lntelt,i,.011. and e.JlteJt.,toJJ.. a.net the. .t.tcune.d gla.M W-<-ndawh 

1!.e.pa.ilte.d. Two Palm' .6 We/Le. do na.t. ed..-. ,ln 19 5 4 and ,in 19 5 6 a. n.ew bu-U. e;Un boall.d Wa.6 p Ult.c.ha.6 e.d.. 

1n 1957 the c.hUltc.h Wa.6 painted aga.in bo.th bu,-i..de.. al1d ouU-i.de... In 1958 the wa.U.-6 We..lLe. 

Jtepa.-i.n.ted a.nd a. ve..YI.U.la.u.ng 61J.6t.em -lnotal.!e.d. New velvet do.&.6ai.. c/Jtape. -<.n pulp.a and 

a..ttaA pad donat:e.d., Hymnal 1ta.c.M and new .8ymna1...6 and two oold..l.ng ta.b.lu We/Le. pWLc.ha-6e.d. -ln 

1959. A new Hammoi1d. E!ec.W.c. OJtga.11. Wa.6 ,lMta.U.e.d and c.ho,ll[. Jt.obe.-6 puJt.c.ha.6e.d. 

M-<.nlote!L6 .6ince. 1903 

C. E. V.11.yde.n 1903-08 Cta.L«ie.. Adamo 1923-26 J.J. Vomiagel 1938-41 
-A. w. Mathell..o 1908-10 T. M. c.tl6n 1926-28 J. L. Jonu 1941-43 
E. s. Foo~ 1910-11 Z e.ba. Adam.6 1928-30 E. C. Gila.ham 1943-47 
G. H. Stoc.k.daie. 1911-13 H . G. HageJt 1930-31 J. H . Ande/t.6 on 1947-49 
P. L. R-i.ce. 7973-75 J . W. Po.lllvUi 1931-33 • E. C • Thoma.6 1949-52 
H. W. V. JohMon 1915-21 H. E. Hudgbt.o 1933-34 F1uu1.k. Venw 1952-53 
H. L. MU11.phy 1921-22 G. A. Ogg 1934-35 C. E. PalmeA 1953-54 
M. W. .Su.tc.i.i6 o e. 1922-23 J . Me.lvhi Ka.y 1935-38 G. H. MooAe 1954-55 

In the ~p.!Ung oo 1955 Bethel. ChWt.c.h Wa..6 tlt.a.n.6 6 eJLILe.d 6Mm GJr.e.e.11Wo od. Gta.c.e, Cannon, 

&.the..t c.haJtge. :t.o Fa1tm,ington c.ha.Jtge W,Lt.h the 6 oUow.lng m-l~.teJLh: 

Wil.l..lam l-lawlu:.rio 
R.icha1t.d V. Ba...U~y 
Will,U»n H. Sm.Uh 

1955-56 
1956-58 
1958-
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31, 1888. A Sunday School room was added in 1895. The first service in the 
addition, was held on Fri., Jan. 10, 1896. A reopening service was held on 
Sun., Jan. 12, 1896. 

This church was of frame construction and was burned on May 27, 1914, 
when a conflag ration swept over part of the town. The D elaware Railroad 
donated $2300.00 to the trustees to be used in building a new church. This 
is the present cement-block church and it was dedicated on May 16, 1915. 
Extensive improvements were made in 1940. 

The Mispillion Presbyterian Church was built between 1825 and 1830, on 
the farm of Wm. Powell one mile north of F~rmington. In 1866, it was moved 
into Farmington and located across the street from the present Method ist 
Church. During the year 1868-69, the Rev. James M . Williams conducted a 
school here at the instance of some of the local women who wanted their 
children to receive advanced education. Incidentally, Mr. Williams afterwards 
became the first principal of the Wilmington Conference Academy at Dover. 

Church services were held occasionally but the congregation gave up the 
struggle in 1872. The building was sold and moved away to be used as a 
blacksmith shop. In 1880, with some of the old members as a nucleus, a new 
congregation was formed and a new church was built on another site. They 
were incorporated on Oct. 19, 1880. The church site was donated on May 
12, 1894, by Annie P. Reynolds. Services were held for a number of years but 
the membership became so small that the church was closed. In April, 1924, 
th.e building was sold to the Brethren Church. 

The Brethren Church at Farmington. This congregation was organized at · 
Gr~enwood in 1918. In September of that year they purchased the local thea
tre from Kate H ouseman. Their meetings were held in this theat re and they 
were incorporated on Nov. 23, 1919. 

On Apr. 30, 1924, they purchased the Presbyterian Ch urch at Farmington, 
at' a Sheriff's sale. The building was remodeled and dedicat'ed that year. They 
were incorporated on Oct. 13, 1940. More land was secured on Nov. 15, 1940. 

A Seventh Day Adventist Church was organized at Farmington in 1939. 
The meetings were held in p rivate homes. They merged, in 1944, with Whit
leysburg Church to form the new church at Harrington. 

Bethel Methodist Church (M.P.) located at And rewsville was built in 
1838. In 1871, a new church was built to the rear of the first chu rch . It was 
dedicated on Sun., Jan. 7, 1872. Those taking part were the Revs. L. W . Bates, 
D. J. Murry and T. D . Valiant. The church was entirely remodeled in 1904. 
The rededication service was held on Jan. 8, 1905. There is a small burial plot 
to the side of the church, the tombstones dating back to 1854. 

Todd's Methodist Church (M.E. ) is located less than one mile east of 
Adamsville close to the Ken t-Sussex line. The chapel grew out of meetings 
held in the home of Levin Todd about 1800. The ch urch was built, in 1808, 
upon land donated by Olive Jump. Additional land was purchased on Jan. 21, 
1858. In 1858, the p resent church was built of a very disti nctive design. It 
was dedicated on May 30, 1858, by the Revs. W. Kenney and Andrew Man
ship. There is a graveyard. The oldest tombstone that the writer could find is 
that of Nicholas O. Smith who died on Mar. 9, 1861. 
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Frame building on present site until 1911. Present building dedicated 1912. A one story stone 
structure with belfry and bell. Gothic style. First settled clergyman, Rev. T. Pearson, 1831-34; 
educated at Western Maryland College, Westminster, Md. 
Minutes, 1831--, 2 vols.; Financial, 1900--, 1 vol.; in possession of Harvey M. Phillips, 804 West St. 
Register, 1831--, 3 vols.; in possession of pastor, Rev. H. Carroll Burkins, Central Ave. Sunday 
School, 1930--, 1 vol.; in church safe. Records of incorporation and deeds: Sussex Co. Recorder's 
office, Deeds Record: vol. AAC51, p. 326; vol. AAF54, p. 32; vol. BD77, p. 128; vol. BU94, p. 115; 
vol. BBB101, p. 110; vol. BBH107, p.121; vol. CCl134, p. 483; vol. DDYY177, p. 56; vol. DEA179, p. 
588; vol. DIP298, p. 494; Incorporation Record: vol. A1, p. 390. 

437. BETHEL METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1838--, Andrewsville. 

Organized 1838, being the first Methodist Protestant Church in Kent County. Services were held 
in one story frame church on site adjacent to present church. Rebuilt in 1871. Present building 
opened and dedicated in 1905. One story frame structure with stained glass windows. First settled 
clergyman, unknown. 
Minutes, 1905--, 1 vol.; Register, 1880--, 3 vols.; in possession of present pastor, Rev. James Melvin 
Kay, Greenwood. Financial, 1905--, 1 vol.; in possession of Rev. Gilbert E. Turner, Harrington. 
Financial, 1905--, 1 vol.; in possession of secretary, Mrs. Walter Paskey, Jr. Sunday School, 1905--, 1 
vol.; in possession of superintendent, Norman Butler. Ladies' Aid Society, 1933--, 1 vol.; in 
possession of Frank Taylor. 

438. SALEM METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1842-1927 (defunct), Blackbird to Thomas' 
Corner Rd., near Thomas' Corner. 

Organized and building dedicated 1842. Building was remodeled in 1857. It is a plain story 
frame building. Defunct since 1927. First settled clergyman, Rev. W. Madden, 1842-45. 
Records destroyed with consent of synod. Records of incorporation and deeds: New Castle Co. 
Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. F6, p. 529; vol. S13, p. 598; vol. R23, pp. 175 and 292. 

439. BEAVER DAM METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1844--, Harbeson. 

Organized 1844. Services held in private homes a short time previous to 1844 when a one story 
frame structure was erected near the present site. In 1885 additional land was donated by Harbeson 
Hickman, and a one story frame structure was erected. This was moved across the road to the 
present location and rebuilt in 1927. Sunday school room added, also a pulpit and choir loft. 
Dedicated the same year. First settled clergyman, Rev. F. S. Cain, 1897-98. See: historical sketch of 
church, (author and date unknown), manuscript, in possession of Mrs. Harry Rust, Harbeson. 
Minutes, 1934--, 1 vol.; in possession of Margaret Wilson, Lewes. Register, 1885-1907, 1 vol.; i11 
possession of pastor, Rev. J.P. George. Financial, 1920--, 1 vol.; in possession of L.awrence IVlaso11. 
Sunday School, 1885--, 4 vols.; in possession of George Rust. Records of incorporation and deeds: 
Sussex Co. Recorder's office, Deeds Record; vol. BBD103, pp. 64 and 65; vol. CCA 126, pp. 46 and 
79. 

440. MOUNT OLIVER METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCH, 1847--, High St., Seaford. 

Organized and incorporated February 13, 1847. Originally it was part of 
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