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Wyoming toots its own horn, marks its history 
If Camden has a sign, . o mu t it rival 

8y J.L MILLOI 
1)1-.11 tk.f• "l~P,, I 
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Marker: An ongoing tale of town rivalry 
FROM PAGE B1 

The town got its post office in 
1866 and was incorporated in 1869, 
developmg a reputation as a ship­
ping point for the region's peach 
crop. 

The addition of the historical 
marker is just the latest chapter in 
the rivalry between the two Kent 
County towns. 

In the early 1980s, the towns 
sparred over whose name should 
go on the water towers operated by 
the towns' joint water and sewer 
authority. The solution: Leave the 
towers blank. 

In 1984, Conrail inadvertently 
stepped into the fray when it 
erected a small sign along the rail­
road tracks to alert engineers to 
their location. 

The sign read "Camden," but 
the railroad tracks are in Wyoming. 
Withm hours, telephone switch­
boards at Conrail headquarters in 
Philadelphia lighted up with 
protests from Wyoming residents. 

Conrail protested that the word 
"Wyoming" was already in use on 
its tracks, and suggested a replace­
ment sign with the inoffensive lo­
cator "Point" instead. 

That didn't s it well with 
Wyoming, either. 

The solution: Up went a new 
sign with the word "Wydel." 

More recently, the two towns 
squabbled over their joint police 
department, and on Jan. 1, 1999, 
the force was split into two. 

Hartnett said she hopes that 
today's dedication, with refresh­
ments to follow, will "smooth any 
bad feelings left over from that." 

'l'he event is open to the public 
including folks from Camden. 

►Reach J.L. Miller at 678-4271 or 
jmiller@wilmingt.gannett.com 


